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To THE Reader. 

^^ch of the three Texts in this Volume is of 
great rarity; the firft two are extraordinarily 
fcarce. 

The prefent impreffion of them was begun 
fo far back as 1870, and was nearly finifhed by 
1872 ; when it came to a ftand ftill through the 
great preffure of other work on all concerned, 
but more efpecially on myfelf. 
1 > ^^^^^gS^BSc*^- H For then, there came to me the over- 

- ~" - '-- - "^ powering vocation, for the fake of the Literature 

of our Golden Age, of attempting (fingle-handed 
though it might be, and when every one elfe forfook it and fled) the printing of A 
Tranfcript of the Regijlers of the Company of Stationers of London, 1554-1646 a.d. 
Through the toil and anxiety of the years 1873 to 1877, that great piece of work 
was religioudy and accurately accomplifhed, in four Demy 4to volumes, containing in all 
fome 2,800//.: and thus the Bibliography of Sidney, Spenfer, Shakefpeare, Bacon, 
Ben Jonfon, and their contemporaries, was fafely fecured from deftruction or oblivion, 
to the end of time. 

Other circumftances then intervened; fo that it was not till January 1885, on the 
occafion of my firil vifit to Edinburgh (where the book was in hand), that I was able to 
refume it. Once, however, the reproduction was again taken up, it was refolutely pulhed 
through to its completion. 

This Volume cannot fail to intereft the cultivated reader. One is able therem 
to look out on the New World as its Difcoverers and firft Explorers looked upon it. 
Now-a-days, this Globe has but few geographical myfteries; and it is lofmg its romance as 
fafl as it is lofing its wild beafts. In the following Texts, however, the Wonderment of 
its Difcovery in all its frefhnefs, is preferved, as in amber, for all time : and they alfo 
contain notices of not a few barbaric civilizations which have long fmce pafled away 
from oft' the face of the earth. 
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But this book has alfo feme very fpecial points of intcrcft : 

It is in many refpects, an Englifh Cyclopaedia of the geographical and fcicntific 
knowledge of its Age. 

No one can read the portion of the Decades of Pietro Martire given herein, without 
wifhing to know a great deal more about him and his writings. 

A large portion of what little we do know about Sebaftian Cabot, will be found in 
the notices of him fcattered through this volume. 

It may alfo be regarded as a fitting Literary Monument of one of the Private 
Secretaries of Lord Burlegh, and a very worthy Englifhman, Richard Eden : of whom 
fome account will be found at pp. xxxvii.-xlviii, ; and who was certainly one of the 
principal Authors of the reign of Mary Tudor, 

It is alfo clear, that from the third Text in this book (Eden's tranflation of the 
Decades of Pietro Martire), which was publifhed in 1555, Francis Drake muft have 
obtained all the knowledge that Englifli books could give him refpecting the Weft 
Indies and the Spanifh Main, before he first went out there, under Captain John 
Lovell. in 1565. 

Laftly, William Shakefpeare read this third Text alfo, and created the character of 
Ca/idait in the 7>w/5/? out of the defcription of the Patagonian giants given at//. 251-2. 

But for us Moderns, the chief Intereft in thefe three Works may be, that they are 
the very beginning of a mighty Literature. The future of Mankind lies with the Anglo- 
Saxon race : and of all Englifh books relating to the American portion of that race, the 
three reprinted in this volume are the very ftrjl. 

The large initial letters are in the ftyle of the Spanhh defigns of the Bifcayan, Juan 
de Yciar (b. 1523), as they are found in the two editions of his Orthographia praciica, 
Saragoffa, 1548 and 1550, 4to. Yciar, who evidently looked upon them as the gems of 
his Work, calls them Letras de Compos para illummadorcs. 

In conclufion I desire moft gratefully to acknowledge and record the very kind and 
cordial help rendered to me in the reproduction of this volume at Edinburgh, by the late 
Mr William Burnefs and the late Mr John Stevenfon, with whom it was commenced: 
and alfo by Mr James Skinner, of the firm of Meffrs Burnefs & Co., and Mr James 
Turnbull, of the firm of Meffrs Turnbull & Spears, by whom it has been brought to a 
succeffful conclufion. 

EDWARD ARBER. 



Sir Josiah Mason's College, 
Birmingham, 
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~T ■, labouring in the diffusion of English Literature : we here, with heart-felt 
asure, present the reader with reprints of three exceedingly rare, curious, 
1 costly Cosmographical Works; which are also the very earliest printed 
;uments in our language, relating to South, Central, and North America, 

It rarely falls to the lot of man to be able to put one's hand on the very 
liest beginnings of a mighty literature. Yet it is not too much to say, that of 
the vast multitude of English books that have been, or ever will be, pro- 
;ed, either in, or relating to, what we call our New World ; the three Works 
rinted in this Volume are the very first and earliest However mighty and 
iestic, however subfle and eloquent, however deep and far-reaching, the 
I erican- English literature may become; here are its first fruits ! Whatever 
iod of mental florescence and splendour may yet be in store for the English- 
aking races on that vast Continent, with these three Works begins the 
ited English Story of their Action, their Mind, and their Progress, 

Almost all nations light their lamp with hre borrowed from their predeces- 
i. They commence with translations , progress to imitations ; and then, 
:n by distinctly marked steps, the Literature mounts up to the height to which 



igh all the 

Its not long 

In its full 



ripeness, it oftentimes lights up the mind of younger and suc- 
ceeding races ; and so, at length, its life and vitality pass away, 
Thus has the now blazing, now dim, torch of human knowledge 
and mind-craft been handed down to us over the heads of 
the nations, through all the successive Ages of Time. 

Human literature is also, like human nature, in many essen- 
tials evermore the same in all Ages. As is the life of a Man ; 
so is the mind, that is, the higher life, which is the glory of a 
Nation, Both alike pass through Inception, Growth, Flores- 
cence, Decay, and Death: both alike but minister to the 
purposes of a Power greater than they, until the cycle of His 
plans shall be completed. Then conieth the end, when the 
World shall crack at the fiat of the Almighty Trinity. 

Instances of this Law of successive Literary Cycles 
inter-ringing one with the other, readily suggest themselves. 
Such was the Literature of Greece in its earlier relations to Egypt 
and Phoenicia ; and in its later to Rome. Such also that of 
the Jieiiaissance in Italy, in respect to the Greek literature of 
Byzantium ; and to its subsequent influence (which, either as 
to fulness or extent, has hardly yet been measured) on the 
rawer nations of Spain, Germany, France, and England. 



Such was that of Spain (which now we consider so dead), with 
reference to the anterior civilisation and letters of the Moorish 
kingdom there. Such undoubtedly has been and will be the 
literature of England , now, it may be, in the early afternoon 
of its glory. And such has been, and will be that of English- 
America; now in the morning of its strength and power. 
In the words of the great and wise Preacher, "To every 
thing there is a season, and a time tD ever} purpose under 
heaven." 

Under any circumstances, therefore, the present Texts would 
excite great interest; whatever might be the nature of their 
contents. It is pleasant, however, to find that each of them has 
for us modem readers, a distinct interest and a strong charm : 
while all three do afford ns a most vivid picture of those early 
days of oceanic discovery; of the terrible real dangers, and the 
still more terrible imaginary ones, undergone and dared by the 
many noble-hearted Portuguese and Spaniards for themselves 
and for us ; when they wan, in their little cockboats, for the 
succeeding Human Race, a truer knowledge of the Globe in 
which, by the Divine Providence, it has been placed. 

But the first impression — the most salient and significant 
interest of this volume — is that it contains reprints of T/ie 
first Three English books on America. 
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||Ur next consideration p t tl / 

porary standpoint; tl It t tl 

story of the nation, f h m tl th 
'I'exts were printed d p ity t 

supply Eden's omi d th 

very early oceanic v jag f th E gl h 
both East and West 
These publications are of great a d p rp t 1 t t 
inasmuch as they photograph for all tim th f -ign t ry d 
imperfectly attained knowledge, and th t i d 
wonderment, prevailing in England in ^ t t f 1 
countries, during the reigns of Henry 'V III 1 h t 
mediate successors. The Texts of this volume embrace, in 
all that the gentry and merchants of England could, n 

to the year 1555, a.d., read in the tongue in which the) 
born, of the wonderful discoi*eries, and still more marvellous 
conquests, of the Portuguese and Spaniards in the two Indies. 
Neither was this amount of printed information much added 
to, in Eden's lifetime. His greatest literary feat — the Compila- 
tion of 1555 — found no immediate imitators : so that it was left 
to himself (after twenty years more, of great \icissitude, had 
passed over his head) to undertake its repetition, in tlie form 
of a Second and much revised Edition of this labour of 
love ; in the preparation of which he died. This revised Com- 
pilation finally appeared in 1577, "set in order, augmented, 
and finished" by Richard Willes, under the fresh title of The 
History of Trauayk in the West and East Indies, and other 
countreys lying either way, Syc. It was five years later (1582), 
that R[ichard] H[akluyt] published his first Collection, under 
the title oi Diuers voyages, &'e. 

An enquiry into the printed naval literature of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, has also elicited the fact, that it was not 
until about that same year (1577), that our Oceanic Literature 
fairly began to constitute a distinct section of English books. 
It soon, however, greatly increased in bulk, variety, and 
interest ; until now, it has no compeer in any other language. 
Eden is therefore, in very deed, the Pioneer of British 
geographic research, the very First of our Naval Chroni- 
clers, and the Herald and Forerunner of all our subsequent 
discoveries and victories at sea. So that in English literary 
history, Richard Eden stands in the same relation to Richard 
Hakluyt, that Richard Hakluyt does to Samuel Purchas ; and 
Samuel Purchas, to our present Hakluyt and Royal Geo- 
graphical Societies. 

This multifarious volume should be studied in conjunction 
with the inland Chronicles of Halle, Grafton, Stow, and others; 
together with the more modern histories of the Reformation 
Age. These are chiefly, if not exclusively, occupied with home 
and continental affairs ; and but rarely travel further abroad. 
In this direction, this Work will help, in a very important 
manner, to complete for us, the external history of England, 
during the period 1511-1555, a.d. 

2. It will soon, however, be seen that it does this rather by 
way of narrating the deeds of other nations, and thereby teaching 
and guiding our forefathers to do the like ; than by describing 



th E gl I t of t n time. Indeed, there are 

ly t E 1 h y fc 1 b d in it with any detail, and 
th th I t d voyages to Guinea in r553 

d 554 \ t tl t (the very earliest of their kind 

p t d 1 g ) e not, as it is quite evident 

fr pag 388 1 d 1 th iginal conception and plan 
fthA\ kbt Ildj tas the book was being com- 

pl t d by y f I t pt 1 extra expense of which, was 
b by M t T y tl L 1 printer and publisher. 
I 1 t b p ily t d that this omission did not 
b th E 1 h Voyages to relate ; but be- 

t f rr g th in print had not yet arisen 
n o nguage. Sea-Histories had not, as yet, become an 
of our Literature. 
I nuch, therefore, as so large a portion of this Volume is 
occupied with the famous deeds of other rations, and particu- 
larly of those of the Spaniards ; it may be well (as it is indeed 
but just to our own race) to place in the forefront of them all, 
a very slight account, by way of a rescue from oblivion, of the 
sea-doings and sea-daring of our forefathers in the reigns of 
Henry VIII., Edward VI., and Mary : — narrating the Oceanic 
voyages with fuller detail than those to the Continent and the 
Levant, as they were the more adventurous and difficult. 

3. From the capture of Constantinople in 1454, till after the 
battle of Lepanto in 1572 ; there was an almost ceaseless fight 
between the Christians and the Turks along the eastern shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea. The Knights of St John of Jeru- 
salem, after they had been driven from Rhodes in T522, finally 
settled at Malta in 1530 ; where by their heroic valour in the 
frightful siege in 1565, they materially contributed, with the 
great naval victory of Don John of Austria, to stem the flow 
of Turkish invasion, which else threatened to swallow up -all 
Christian States. 

Recollecting that the formidable, ruthless, and barbaric power 
of the Turkish empire was at this time ever surging onward 
and westward in those eastern seas; it will interest most of us to 
know that there was a regular organised and direct commerce 
by sea between England and tlie Levant so early as 151 1, a.d. ; 
and for many years afterwards. For our knowledge of this we 
arc indebted to our great English Worthy and famous Cosmo- 
grapher Richard Hakluyt, Preacher; sometime a Student of 
Christ Church in Oxford: who, in the second edition of his great 
work entitled The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques, and 
Discoueries of the Engiish Nation, &•€. 6-'^., London, 1 599-1 600 
fol., has preserved for us the following important note on— 
Tlie antiquitie ofllie trade tmth En^ijhjhips into the Liruant. 

N the yeeres of oure Lord, 1511, 1512, &c., till the yeere 1534. 
diiiers tall fliips alLotidon, namely, The Chrijloplta- Camfioii, 
wherein was Factor one Roger Whitcoiiie; the Mary George, 
wherein was Factor William Grejkam ; the great Mary 
Grace, the Owner whereof, was William Gun/oii, rnd the 
mailer one John Bely; llie Trinilie Fil^willittms, whereof was mader 
Laurence Arkey; (he Matthew of London, whereof was nuiller IVUlian 
Capling, with cerlaine other (hips oi Southampton and Brijlom, had an 
ortliiiarie and vfuall trade to Sleilia, Camlie, CAi'a, and fomewhiles to 
Cyprus, as alfo to Tripolis and Barntti [BeyrouC] in Syria. The com- 
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moditics wliicli they 1 li h w e fine Kerfies of dm rs 1 u 

coutfe Kerfies, white \\ ft rn d n Cottons, certaine clo h 1 il 
Salutes, and others cal ed C dinal wh tea, and Caliieikbs which h 11 

fold in SkUie, &c. 1 h mm d es which Ihey returned back w 
Silks, Chinilets, Rub b M m fi Mufkadels and other wines f e 
ojles, cotten wooll, T ki ca pe G lies, Fepper, Cinamom ajid f m 
other fpices, &c. Befd tl n U nhabitanis of the ford" yd ^1 
they had, eue-.i in ih d ) t Riq v^ith lewes, Turkes ai d 1 
forreiuers. Neither Mum h t onely employ their o^ E g! fti 
Ihipping before mentioned, but fundry firaiigers alfo i as namely C dio 
Xa^u/aint, Lilians, Gcnouixes, Vaielian gailiaiTes, Spanish and For U 
Ihips. All which particulars doe moft euidently appeare ou f ain 
auncienC Ligier bookes {i.e. Ledgers'] of the R[igl«]. W[or(h pfiil] S 
William Locki Mercer of London, of Sir William Bmoyir Aki rm f 

London, oi\a.!&e.x John Crejham, and of others; which I ^ir^n d H kl y 
hauediligentlyperufedandcopiedout.— To/. II.,/'dr/ !.,/. 96 Ed 599 

4. Next in the order of time comes the mythical voyage of 
V 1517 of Sebastian Cabot and Sir Thomas Pert from England 

towards Cathay ; the sole authority for which is Eden's state- 
ment at page 6 of this Volume : in which, sa far as we have 
been able to inquire, we believe him to have been utterly 
mistaken, and that the voyage had no existence ; and the more 
especially because Sebastian Cabot was at that date in Spain, 
where he remained until after the Conference of Badajos in 
1524, which (as Gomara tells us zXp. 272) he attended as an 
expert on behalf of the Emperor Charles V. 

5. Important arid authentic as is that early Levant traffic ; 
it was a very different thing from a voyage across the then but 
half discovered Atlantic. As Pietro Martire vaunts, few or 
none but Spaniards were licensed to go from Spain to the 
New World. It is, therefore, very striking to find, ere Cortes 
had consolidated his marvellous conquest of Mexico, or Pizarro 
h d fi Uy t f rtl t m tat h m n Pern ; and while at home, 
tl fe t C d 1 w e prosperity and unruffled 
p fi t p t J N w T laments were being secretly 

I th p p 1 E gl h t , and our nation's Reforma- 

t n as ] t b g g t b d f rth : it is indeed surprising to 

t E gl h 1 1 t the West Indies ; to learn, of 

t t th t f t t o English expeditions had 

' <1 tl A t d, most startling of all, to 

It tl t 1 th q d s found in the liarbour of 

St J h N wf dl 1 t her royal fleet of discovery, 

btfltffrt fi ! gb i (and, if Spanish reports be 

"■ t tl y 1 tj the neighbourhood), that had 

ventured (at a time when, to us, so little appears to have been 

known of the north-eastern seaboard of America; and so much 

to have been dreaded in a voyage thither) across the wide 

Atlantic, simply for the sake of codfish. 

6. Hakluyt gives the following account of Thomas Tyson 
or Tison, the first Englishman known to have reached the 
West Indies : — 

A briefe note concerning an ancienl trade of the Englijh Marchants to the 
Q^nann-Wtxa^ ^Ihercd out of an elde ligier booke [ledger] of M. Nicolas 
Thome the elder a worfhipfuU marehani of the cify of ^aOoW. 

3 T appeareth euidently out of a certaine note or letter of remem- 
brance, in the cuilody of me Richard Hakluyl, written by M. 
Nicolas Thorne the elder a principall marchant of BHfisll, 
to his friend and i^clour Thomas Midnall and his owne 
feruant William Ballard at that lime refident in S. Lucar 
n Andeluzia ; that in the yeere of our Lord 1526 (and by all i 



d probabilities long before) certaine Englilh marchants, and among the 

ft himfelfe with one Thomas Sfaeheford exercifed vfuall and ordinary 

rad of marchandife ynlo the Canarie Hands. For by the layd letter 

n e was giuen to T/iomas Midnall and William Ballard aforefayd, that 

rtaine Ihip caDed The Chrijtopher of Cadia bound for the Wijt Indies 

h d aken in certaine fardels of cloth both courie and fine, broad and nar- 

w of diners forts and colours, fome arouas \arobas\ ai packthreed, fixe 

er ns ox badges of fope, with other goods of M. Nicolas Thorne, to be 

d 1 ered at Santa Crua, the chiefs towne in Tenerifa, one of the feuen 

C nary-ilands. All which commodities the fayd Thomas and William v/ete 

u h rized by the owner in the letter before mentioned to barter and fell 

y at Santa Crm. And in lieu of fuch mony as ftiould arife of the fale 

f hofe goods, they were appointed to retnrne t>acke into England good 

ft of Orchell (which is a certaine kinde of molTe growing vpon high 

k , b thofe dayes much vfed to die withall), fome quantity of fugar, and 

rt ne hundreds of kid-lkinnes. For the procuring of which and of 

h commodities, at the belt and firfthand, thelaid 7honiasaaS. William 

were to make their abode at Santa Cruz, and to remains there as factours 

for the abouefaid M[after] Nicolas Thome. 

And here alfo I thought good to fignifie, that in the layd letters mention 
is made of one Thomas Tifon, an Englilh man, who before the forefayd 
yere 1526 had found the way to the Weft Indies, and was there refident, 
vnto whom the fayd M[after] Nicolas Thorne fent certaine armour and 
other commodities fpecified in the letter aforefayd. — Principal Navigations, 
6-f, ^-c. 0; the English Nation, Vol. II., Part II., fi. 3, Ed. 1599. 

Hakluyt, referring again to this note, hazards the following 
surmise ; — 

This Thomas Tifon (fo farre as I can coniectnre) may feeme to haue bene 
fome fecrel factour for M. Thorne and other Engtilh marchants in Ihofe 
remote partes, whereby it is probable that fome of our marchants had a 
kind of trade to the Weft Indies, euen in thofe ancient limes and before 
a\h.—Idem, Vol. III., p. 500, Ed. 1600. 

This conjecture is confirmed by the fact that Nicolas Thome, 
at his death in 1527, owed this Thomas Tyson the sum of 
£1 2 : ss. (probably on account of business). — See Letters and 
Papers on the Meign of Henry Vlfl., Edited by the Rev. J. S. 
Brewer, M.A., IV. {2),/, 1256. 

7. Imbedded in Halle's Chronicle is the following note, 
quite unconnected with anything going before or after, and to 
which also he makes no subsequent allusion whatever r — 

This fame moneth [May 1527, 19 Hen. VIII,], the kyng fent two fayre 
(hippes, well manned and vitailed, hauing m theim diuers conning men, to 
feke ftrange regions ; and fo furth thei fet, out of the Thamis, the twentie 
day of May, if thei fped well you (hall here at their retome. fol 158, *. 

This note Richard Grafton, who had printed Halle's Chro- 
nicles in 1548, transferred (with but variations of spelling) to^. 
1 149 of his own Chronicle, printed by Henry Denham in 1569. 

Richard Hakluyt, in his Principal Navigations, Voyages, ami 
Discoveries, thus records his researches as to this expedition :~ 
ND whereas mafter Hall and mafterGraflonfay, that in thofe 
fhips there were diuers cunning men, I haue made great 
inquirie of fuch as, by their yeeres and delight in nauigation, 
might giue me any light to know who thofe canning men 
ihould be, which were the directers in theaforefayd voyage. 
And it hath bene told mee by Sir Martin Frobilher, and mafter Richard 
Atlen a Knight of the Sepulchre, that a Canon of S. Paul in London, 
which was a great Mathematician, and a man indued with wealth, did much 
aduance the action, and went therein himfelfe in perfon, but what his name 
was, I can not leame of any. And further they told mee that one of the 
ftilps was called the Dominus iiobiscum, which is a name likely to bee giuen 
by a religious man of thofe daies. and that failing very farre Northweft- 
of the Slips was call away as it enlred into a dangerous gulphe, 
opening, betweene the North partes of New found land. 
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and the countrey lately called by her maieftie Meta Ineognfta [i.e. Labrador]! 
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Whereupon tlie other Ihip (hapinj; her courfc towards Cape BritUr, and the 
coaft of Norambesa [Hakluyt substitutes AramUc in his 1600 Edition], 
and oftentimes putting their men on land to fearch the flate of thofe 
vnknowen regions, returned home about the beginning of October, of the 
yeere aforefaid. And thus much (by reafon of the great negligence of the 
writers of thofe times, who fhould haue vfed more care in preferuing tlie 
memories of the worthie actes of our nation) is all that hitherto I can leame, 
or find out of this voiage. — ■/. 517, Ed. 1589; also, iii 129, Ed. 1600. 

Of this enterprise, Purchas sorae thirtj-five years later has 
preserved for us, at pp. 808-91 of the Third volume of his 
Filgrimes, 1625, the following more authentic testimony:— 

^ EE wiU recreate yoa with a plaine Mariners Letter endorsed 
in homely phrafe. To the Honourable Kings Grace of Eng- 
land, here (as I thinke) giuen you from the Originall. I 
haue alfo another written to Cardinal Wolfey touching the 
fame voyage in Latin, by Albertus de Pi-ata ; for the 
autiquitie rather then any remarkable raritie, worthy hereto be mentioned.' 
" I mentioned before Mifter Thorties fathers finding out Nan-found Land, 
with Mafter Eliot. Thefe animated King Hatrie the eight to fet forth 
two Ihips for difcouerie, one of which perithed in the North parts of NetH' 
found Land. The Mafter of the other, Tchn Rut, writ this Letter to King 
Hciirie, in bad Englifk and woife Writing. Ouer it was this fuperfcripdon. ' 
Mafter Grubes two (hips departed from Plymonik the to. day 
of lune, and airiued in the Neiu-found-Laad in a good Harbour, 
called Cape de Bos, the 21. day of luly : and after we had left the 
fight of Saie p Scillyl we had neuer fight of any Land, till we 
had fight of Cape de Bas. 

^ kafiiig your Honorable Graeeloheare of yoarferuanllo}\a Rut, 
Tinth all his Company here, in good health, thanis be la God, 
ami your Graies jhip. The lAarj of Q,^^\\S^oTi.-with all 
her thanks be to God: And if it pleq/e your 

honorable Grace, we rannein ourcourfeto the Northward, till 
we came into 53. degrees, and there vie found many great Ilartds ef Ice and 
deepe water, we found no founding, and then ■wedurfi not goe no further to 
the Northward fi,r feat e of more Ice, and then vie cafl about to the Smithivard, 
andwUhinfoure dayes after vie had one hundred and fixtie fathom, and then 
loee came into 52, degrees, and fell tailh the mayne Land, and vithin ten 
leagues of the mayne Land tee met with a great Hand of Ice, and came hard 
hy her, for it laas ftanding in deepe water, aiidfo went in with Cape de Bas, 
a good Harbor , and many small Hands, and a great fre/hSiuer going vpfarre 
into the mayne Land, and the mayne Land alhaildern^e and mountaines and 
woods, and no naturall ground but all moffe, and no inhabitation norno people 
in thefe parts: and in the woods '.ae found fooling of diuers great becifis, but we 
fain none not in ten leagues. And f leaf eyota- Grace, the Samfon and wee hep/ 
company allthe way till viithin two dayes Before wee met with all the Hands of 
Ice. That was theftrfl day of luly at night, and there rofe a great and a mar- 
uailms great flomie, and much foule weather; I trufl in Almightie lefu to 
heart good newei of her. And pleafe your Grace, we were conftdering and a 
writing of all our order, how we would wafh [? watch] vs, and what eourfi 
wee would drana, and when God doe fend foule weather, that with Cape de 
Sperjfie[i.e. each Jhip'\ fhould goe, and he that came firfl fhould tarry the 
fpace of fixe weeks one for another, and watered at Cape de Bas ten dayes, 
ordering of your Graces fkip, andffhng, andfo departed tirward the South- 
ward to fake our fellow: the third dcty of Auguft we eateral into a good 
haven, called Saint lohn, and there we found eleuen faile of JAanasxti, and 
one Brittaine, and two Portugall Barics, and all a fijhing, and fa we are 
readie to depart towaid Cafc de Bas,* and that is twentie fiue leagues, as 









re ttie ea 



called the Samfs^ 



1, "i/ie Ca/e 0/ ihs Sfear"l For the 1 



fhortly as we haue fifhed, and fo along tht coaj! till we may ntcds u'ilh our 

fellow, andfo with all diligence that lyes in me towards parts to that Hands 
that we are commanded by the grace if God, as we were commanded at our 
departing. And thus lefu faue and keepe your honorable Grace, and all 

your honouraile Reuer., in the Hauen of Saint lohn, the third day oJAugiift, 
■written in hafle. 1527. 

By your feniant lohn Rut, to his vttermoft of his power. 
I haue by me alfo Albert de Fralo's ' originall Letter, in Latin ftille, 
ahnoil as harsh as the former Englifh, and bearing the fame date, and was 
indorfed, Seuerend in Chriflo Pairi Domino Domino CardinaS et Doniino 
Legato Anglia: and b^pn, Reuerendijfime in Ckrifio Pater falutem. 
Reucrendiffime Pater, placeat Reuerendifflmie paternitati vefirie fciis Deo 

fauente poflguam exiuimush Plemut queefuit x, lunij &'c. (The fubftance 
is the fame with the former, and therefore omitted. ) Datum apudk Baya 
Saint lahan ia Terris Nouis, die x. Augufti 1527. Reuer, Patt. vefl. 
humilisferuus, Albertus de Praia (the name written in the loweft comer 01 
tlie fheet). 

We are fortunately able to trace this expedition still further. 
By "towards parts to that Hands that we are commanded," 
John Rut meant the West Indies; and we have accounts by 
two Spanish historians of his arrival there, which will demand 
of us some further attention, 

GonzalesFernandezdeOviedoyValde's—^. at Madrid 1478, 
d. at Valladolid 1557, and who resided for many years in the 
West Indies — wrote, in addition to the Natural hystoria de las 
Indias printed at Toledo on 15th February 1526, from which 
Eden has translated large extracts at p^. 208-242 of this 
Volume; another and his most important work, entitled La 
historia general de las Indias, the printing of which was com- 
pleted at Seville on 30th September 1535 (or about eight years 
after Rut's expedition) ; every copy of which is attested with 
Oviedo's ^vritten signature. It does not appear that Eden had 
met with this important work, or he would have assuredly 
have made the following extract from it. 

On folio clxj. of this work, being the Thirteenth chapter of 
the Nineteenth book, is the following passage, for the literal 
translation of which we arc much indebted to the courtesy 
and kindness of the celebrated Spanish scholar, Don Pasgiial 
de Gayangos. 

Before we come to the extract ; an error as to its date (which 
misled Hakluyt, and may mislead others) must be noted for 
avoidance, in the Third Volume of J, E. Ramusio's Navigationi 
e Viaggi- Each Volume of this celebrated Collection was printed 
in a different year by L. A. Giunti at Venice. Vol. I., of which 
a First Edition had been printed in 1550, appeared corrected 
and enlarged in March 1554. Of Vol II., the Preface of which 
is dated 7th July 1554, the earliest known is that of 1559; 
while Vol. III., the Preface of which is dated 20th June 1553, 
appears to have been first printed in 1556 ; that is to say, in 
the year after Eden's Compilation was published in London. 

Now, at p. 204 of this Third Volume, of i^^&, occurs this 
important typographical error. Oviedo in 1535 begins Elanno 

icn days, 11-31 July 15=7. at Capo de Bas, sailing southwird, had reached Si. John's 

southward, to Cape At Sper, the appoLoIcd rendezvous, where they hoped to meet the 
Samptm. From the date of Itae priest's letter, however, it is evideut that the two 
English ships stayed a week longer at St. John's. These letters were probably si 
England in - ■ •■ - - .. . 
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de M.d.xxvij. annos, &'£.; which Ramusio in 1556 translates 
Nel 1517 instead oi Nel 1527. Hakluyt in 1589, not suspect- 
ing any falsification, thereupon adduces the following extract 
in support of fabulous English voyage of 1517, hereafter 
asserted by Eden at /. 6 : but the date being wrong, his 
argument, of course, falls to pieces. 

It would also seem that Oviedo was residing in the city of 
Santo Domingo, when he wrote this portion of his history. 
Chapter 13, Of cerlain foreign corsairs ■which passed to these pirts and 
Indies, and -what has been tlie cause and origin of their bad thoughts. 

^N the year MdxKvii. an English corsair, under colour or pre- 
tence that he was going to discover land, came with a large 
ship to the Brazil on the coast of Tierra Fjrme, and from 
thence crossed to this Island Hispanola, and arrived close to 
the mouth of the harbour of this city [Santo Domingo]. He 
sent his boot properly manned, and asked for permission to come into port, 
saying that he came with merchandise and to barter [with the inhabitants]. 
At the same moment the Governor, Francisco de Tapia, ordered a gun to 
be lired agdnsC the said [English] ship, which was coming straight into 
the harbour ; which being observed by the English, they went away, afler 
taking on board the said boat's crew. And, to tell the truth, the Governor 
[Tapia] was wi-ong in what he did, for had the English vessel entered the 
harbour, armed though she was, she could not have left without the con- 
sent of this city and castle. 

So that the Englisli, seeing the reception that was made lo them, sailed 
in the direction of the Island of San Juan, and havmg entered the Bay of 
Han German, spoke to the inhabitants of that town, and asked for provi- 
sions ; uttering complaints against the people of this island [Hispaniola], 
and saying that they had not come to annoy the people, but to traffic with 
them, if they consented, for money or merchandise. Provisions were given 
lo them, and they gave pewter vessels and other goods in return. After 
which the ship sailed for Europe; but it is supposed that she never reached 
her destination, for nothing more was heard of her. 

Considering that Oviedo pyhited the above less than eight 
years after the event, there can hardly be any mistake as to the 
year being r 527. Yet in a later Spanish historian we find these 
circumstances, in much fuller detail, narrated as occurring in 
1519. So that of the three dates 1517, 1519, and 1527; the 
last is the true one. 

Antonio de Herrera Tordesillas, [f. 1559 at Cuella de Segovia; 
d. Z9th March 1625 at Madrid], was bom two years afler the 
death of Oviedo. 1\i.t &TS,tiQ\a Demdes oi\\\5 Historia General 
de los Hechos de los Castellanos en las Islas i tierra firme were 
printed in r6oi, the last four in 16 15; both at Madrid. In the 
second Duas, which was published seventy-four years after 
Rut's voyage, we have an account of him and his doings, evi- 
dently derived from a written deposition ; as Oviedo's had been 
either from hearsay or from personal observation. It consists 
of the narrative (for the translation of which I am indebted 
to ray friend, the late H. Pyne, Esq., Assistant Tithe 
Commissioner) of Gines Navarro, master of a Spanish caravel, 
who apparently piloted Rut's ship from Porto Rico by the 
island of Mona to Sanio Domingo, and then back again to 
San Germano in the island of Porto Rico. 



The Arrival o 
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|h FTER the departure of the ships which carried [? to Spain\ 

" the gold pearls and ordinary merchandise ; a caravel of 

Saint Domingo being in the island of San Juan [de Porto 

Rico], loading with casava ; there arrived [at Porto Rico] a 

ship of three masts, and of the burden of 150 tons. The 



master of the caravel, [who] went out in his boat to this ship, supposing 
it to be a Spanish vessel, discovered [coming towards him] a pinnace 
containing twenty-five men armed with corslets and cross-bows, and having 
two pieces of artillery in its prow. 

They said that they were Englishmen, and that their ship was from 
England ; that, in company with another armed ship, they had sailed to 
seek the country of the Great Khan, but that the ships had been separated 
in a tempest : and that theirs, proceeding on its voyage, came to a frozen 
sea, where they found lai^e islands of ice ; thai they had then altered their 
course, and came to a hot sea [? tht Gulf Streani\ which seethed like water 
in a caldron ; and in order that the caulking of the ship might not be 
melted, they went in search of the Baccalaos, ' where they found fifty' 
Spanish, French, and Portuguese ships, and that they wishing to land thert 
in order to obtain an Indian interpreter, they [the Indians] killed the pilot, 
who was a Piedmontese. From thence, they had coasted as far as the 
Rio de Chicora \lke River of Chicora, I.e. Kiver in Carolind], and had 
crossed over from that river to the island of San Juan [de Porto Rico]. 

Upon being asked. What they were searching for in those islands? they 
said that they were desirous of seeing them, for the purpose of giving an 
account of them to the King of England, and to take a cargo from Brazil. 

They invited the master of the caravel, who was called GinJs Navarro, 
to come on board their ship, and to show them the course to Saint Etom- 
ingo. He saw in the ship a quantity of wine, flour, and other provisions ; 
as well as much cloth, linen, and other articles of merchandise. They 
carried much artillery and a forge, and carpenters for ship-building, and an 
oven for baking bread ; and there were [in the ship] threescore men. 

Ginis Navarro further stated that, if he could have read them, the 
captain of the ship wished to show him the instructions which he brought 
from the King of England ; that they had sent a company .ishore at the 
Isbnd of Mona," and that they had bartered some pewter in the Island of 

This ship went to the port of Santo Domingo, and sent the bark ashore, 
saying That they were desirous of trading ; and [it] tarried there two days. 
The governor of the Castle, upon the arrival of the ship, sent lo inform the 
Magistrates [? the Royal Audience], for the purpose of their giving him 
orders what to do ; and as they returned no ansiver, he discharged a gun 
at the ship, in consequence of which, she forthwith recalled the bark, and 
by and by set sail. 

The ship then returned lo the back of the island of San Juan, and 
tarried a short time there, trading with the inhabitants of the town of 
Saint Germans ; and did not appear again. 

The magistrates [of Saint Domingo] arrested the governor, saying that 
he ought lo have waited for their answer ; and sent information of this affair 
to the King [of Spain], as well as of the bad condition of the fortress, so 
that orders might be given for the fortification of it, and [that] there should 
be directions [given] for the providing it with men, artillery, and military 
slotts.— Decades, ii., Sooi v., Chapter 3., £d. 1601. 

Thus from four perfectly distinct and independent sources, 
comes to us the certainty of this English voyage across the 
Atlantic in 1527; for a further discussion of which see that 
masterpiece in its way, and rare book {in the Eastern 
hemisphere at least), Mr. J. G. Kohl's History oft/ie Discovery 
i/J/fl/w, published by the Maine Historical Society at Port- 
land, in 1S69; and Mr. Eiddle's Memoir of Sebastian Cabot, 
London 1832. Both these writers think that the Piedmontese 
pilot was the celebrated Verazzano. 

It is interesting to know that John Rut got back safely to 
England. For in Sept.-Dec. T528, while still in the command 
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of the Mary of Guildford, he was employed in freighting 
liome, on the King's behalf, wine from Bourdeaux. See Royal 
M.S. 14. B. xxix., in the British Museum. 

8. We have seen by the above that the King's ships left the 
Thames on 20th May 1527. Whatever else may be doubtful, 
that is certain : and tlierefore it is equally certain that the 
' Book ' which Robert Thome, the Bristol merchant, wrote at 
Seville in that year, and sent to Doctor Leigh, the King's 
almoner, and the English ambassador in Spain, had nothing to 
do with the fitting out of that London expedition. 

This far-seeing discourse, with its preliminary exhortation to 
the King, was first printed by R[ichard] H[akluyt] in his 
Diuers Voyages, cr^c. in 1582, Its only date is 1527, which 
occurs twice ; each time after the author's signature — ' Robert 
Thome. 1527.' As Hakluyt reproduced Thome's curious 
' Carde ' or map, it is quite evident that he had before him, in 
1582, the original and autographic book penned by the author ; 
and therefore the date 1527 must be accepted by us without a 
doubt. 

Now it was the English custom at that time, to reckon the 
year from the 25th March, the Feast of the Annunciation of 
the Virgin. The ' Book ' was therefore written at the earliest 
after the 25th March 1527. 

The two following passages in it, taken together, would seem 
to show that it was not ■written till the summer was fer advanced, 
probably while Rut's expedition was skirting the American coast. 

In a llote of Ihree lliippes and a carauell that went from this cilie anned 
by the merchauntes of it, which departed in Aprill laft pad, I and my 
parlner haue 1400. Dncates that we employed in ihe fayd fleete, pnnapally 
for that two EngUIhmen friends of mine \!ee p. liii.] whiche are fon e hat 
learned in CofmoEraphie, Ihoulde go in the lame (hippes, to bnng mee 
cerlaine relation of the fituation of the countrey, and to bee experte the 
Nauigation of thofe Sea.', and there to haue informations of many otlier 
Ihings and aduife that I def re to know efpee ally Seeing in thefe 
quarters are Ihips and marr ners of that counlrey and eirdes [ harls\ by 
which they fajle though nu h vnlike ours that they (hould procure to 
hiue the fa d cards at i learne how e they i iderftatide them, and 
efpecially to know what Nau gat on they ha e for thefe Ilaiies North- 
\ itAe and NortheailKorie I! 4. 

iut if It pleafeGod tl it iitoEnglandc I may come with your Lordfhip, 
I will (hewe fome coniectures of r^afon though againft the generall opinion 
of Cofm<^raphers, by which fhail appeare this that I fay not to lacke fome 
foundation. And tyll that time I Ijefeeche yonr Lordfhip let it bee put lo 
filcnce : and in the mesne feafon, it may pleafe God to fende our Iwo 
Engliftimen, that are gone to the fpicerie, which may alfo bring more plaine 
declaration of yat which in this cafe might be required. . . Z>. 3. 

It would seem that Thome by ' April lad palle ' means April 
1577 ; for if he had i te ded Vpnl 1526 and vrote th s Book 
in the seven days of 25 7,1 March the by Engl si custo 
reckoned as the first la)s ol 527 he vould assuredly ha e 
said ' April lafl. year. It s a o ev dent fro n the all s on tl at 
a considerable time had elap ed s n e tl e Ho En^l si men had 
left for the West Indies and tl at at the t ne of writ ,, Tl rne 
was looking forward to the r return The carl e t a.\ pro\ mate 
date that can therefore be ass gned to s con pos t on s the 
summer of 1527. Dr Legh dd not retur to E gland 1 11 
January 1530. 

We must therefore as ^.n tl e occas o 1 an I preparat on of 
this English voyage of Ocei c dsco ery of 1527 to other 



persons than Robert Thome. Such an important etfort, as this 
expedition most certainly was, could not have been suddenly 
determined upon, and probably originated in the previous year. 
Thome's ' Book ' is also interesting for another reference to 
a very early English voyage across the Atlantic. 

So that as afore isfayde, if bctweene our Newc found e landesor A&croni', 
or Iflande the Seas lowarde the north be Nauigable, wee Ihoulde goe to 
thefe llandes a ihorter way by more then zooo. leagues. And though wee 
went not in the faide ilandes, for that they are the Emperours or Kiiiges 
of Portingale, wee ihoulde by the way, and comming once to the line Equi- 
noctiall, finde landes no lefTe ridie in Golde and fpicerie, as all other landes 
are vnder the faide line Equinoctiall : and alfo Ihoulde, if wee may paffe 
vnder the North, enioye the Nauigation of all Tartaric, 

Which (hould bee no leffe profitable to our commodities of clothe, then 
thefe fpiceries to the Emperour, and ICing of Portugale. 

But it is a generall opinion of all Cofrnt^raphets that paffing the feuenth 
clyme, (he fea is all ice, the colde fo much that none can fuffer it. And 
hitherto they had all the like opinion that vnder Che line Equinoctiall for 
muche heate the lande was inhabitable. 

Yet fmce by experience is protied no lande fo much habitable nor more 
temperate. And to conclude, I thinke the fame Ihoulde bee founde vnder 
the North, if it were experimented. For as al! iudge, Nihil fit vacuum iit 
rerum natura, fo I iudge there is no lande inhabitable [i.e. iininkaiila6lf\ 
nor Sea innauigable. If I Ihould write the reafon that prefenteth this 
vnto me, I ihoulde be too prolixe, and it fecmeth not requifite for this 
prefent matter. God knowelb that though by it 1 (houlde haue no great 
intcrell, yet I haue had and (lill haue no little minde of this hufmeffe : So 
that if I had facultie to my will, it ihoulde bee ye firll thing that 1 woulde 
vnderllande, euen to attempt, if our Seas Northwarde be nauigable to the 
Pole or no. I reafon, that as fome fickeneifes are hereditarious, and come 
from the father to the fonne, fo this inclination or defire of this difcouerie 
I nhe ted of my father, which with another merchant of Bciftowe nametl 
Hugh Eliot were the difeouerers of newe found lands, of the which there 
no doubt, as now plainly appeareth, if the marriners would then haue 
hee ruled and folowed their pilots mind, the lands of the Weft Indies, 
f om hence all the gold commeth, had beene ours. For all is one coafte, 
as bj ll e carde appeareth, and [as] is aforefaido. ...£). 2. 

A most excellent account of the merchant family of the 
Thornes of Bristol will be found in English Merchants, 
1869, written by my fellow- student at King's College, Mr. H. 
R. Fox Bourne. 

9. The next English Voyage on our record introduces us to 
a very famous name. It is thus preserved to us by Hakluyt. 



Lde M. William Haukins ai Plimmsulh, a man for his wifdome, 
valure, experience, and (killinfeaeaufes, mucherteemed and 
beloued of King /^<r»rf the eight, and being one of the prin- 
cipal! Sea Captainesin the West partes in his time, not con- 
tented with the fhort voyages commonly then made onely to 
h kn ven coaftesof£Kra/>f, armed out a tall and goodlyihipofhisowne 
o he burthen of 250 tunnes, called the Pole [/Jih/^, Ed. l'Xia\oi Flim- 
wherewith bee made three long and famous voyages vnto the coaft 
i B ajll, a thing in thofe dayes very rare, efpecially to our Nation. In 
he cuu fe of which voyages he touched at the Riuer of Ssjles vpon the 
coail of Cuijtia, where hee trafiqued with the N/groes, and tooke of them 
O p a ts [Elephants, Ed. 1600] teeth, and other commodities which that 

As Ui s >vas printed in 1589, oM William Hawkins livtd lo see the overthrow of the 

h s u ua iruthfuiness in details, in his d=lebral=d Eliiabethan romance of Wesl'o^rd Hn '. 
as a ry old man, present at Piymoulh with the Captains who were wailing the arrival ul 
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place yceklelli : and {<• arriuiiig on the coaft of Bra/i/, vfed there fuch dif- 
cretion, and beliaued himfelf fo wifely with thofe fauage people, that he 
grew into great familiaritie and friendllilp with them. Infomuch that in 
his 2. voyage, one of the fauage kings of the eountrey of Brafdl, was con- 
tented to lake fhippe with him, and to bee tranfpqrted hither into 
England, whereunto M\after\ Hauiins agreed, leaning behinde in the 
Countrey as a pledge for his fafetie and retume againe, one Martin Cocke- 
ram oi Plimmouth. Tliis BraJUiati king being arriued [i.e. in 1531], was 
brought vp to London, and prefented to King Henry the 8. lying as tlien 
at Wliilehall: at the fight of whorae, the King and all the Nobilitiedid not 
a little marueile, and not without caufe : for in his cheekes were holes made 
according to their fauage maner, and (herein fmall bones were planted, 
ftarding an inche out from Ihe faid holes, which in his owne Countrey was 
reputed for a great brauerie. He had alfo another hole in his nelher lippe, 
wherein W1^ fet 1 precious ftone about the bigneffe of a peafe. All his 
apparell, behauiour, and gefture were very iltange to the beholders. 

Hauing remained here the fpace almoft of a whole yere, and the king 
with lui fight fully fatiffied, M\ajler\ Ilautins according to his promife 
ajid appomlment, purpofed lo conuey him agauie into his Countrey : but it 
fell out m the way that, by change of ayre and alteration of diet, the faid 
fauige kmg died at Sea, which was feared would tunie to tlie lolTe of the 
life of Martin Cockeram his pledge. Neuertheleffe, the Sauages being fully 
perfivaiied of the honed dealing of our men with their Prince, rellored 
againe the fdde pledge, without any harme to him, or anyman of the com- 
panie : which pledge of theirs they brought home againe into England, 
with their fhippe fraighted and fiimilhed with the commodities of the 
Counlrey. Which Marline Cockeram, by the witneffe of Sir Ighn Haukim, 
being an officer in the towne of Flimmautk, was lining within thefe fewe 
yeares,— /. 5^0, £d- 1589. 

10. Let US now look eastward. In 1592, (three years after 
the appearance of the First edition of his Voyages, &c.), Hakluyt 
became acquainted with a very old man, a I^ndoner named 
John Williamson, then apparently the sole snivivor of our first 
traffic in the Levant; which dying out, had been revived in 1580. 

These early Levant voyages were very important; inasmuch 
as they were the school in which some of the principal Agents 
and Captains of the Moscovy Company, like Richard Gray and 
Richard Chancellor, received their chief training. 

A voyage made with the Jldppes called Ike Holy Croffe, and the Matthew 
Gattion^to the lies of C^aAka, and C\\\fi, aiout the yere i-^-i,^ according to 
a relation made to Majler Richard Hackluit iy lohn Williamfon, Cooper 
and citizen of London, viho liu^in the yere 1592, and went as cooper in 
the Malhew Gonfon the next voya^ after. 

E He lliippes, called the Holy Croffe and the Matthew Gonfon, 
made a voyage to the Ilandes of Cajidia and Ckio m Turiie, 
about the yeere 1534. And in the ^a/AfKi went as Captaine 
M[after] Richard Gonfon, fonne of old Mailer William 
Ciin^j*, paymafterof the kings Nauie. Inthisfirfl voyage 
\i.e. of the two described by Williamson^ went William HoIJloiie (who after- 
wards was ControuUer of her Maiefties \i.e. Queen Elizabeth's] Nauie, lately 
deceafed) as page to M[after] Richard Gonfon aforefaid, which M[afl£r] 
Confon died in Chio in this his firll voyage- The fhip called the Holy 
Croffe was a fhort (hippe, and of burden 160 lunnes. And hauing beene 
a full yeere at the fea in performance of this voyage, with great danger (he 
'etumed home, where, vpon her arriuall at Blackwall, in the tiuer of Thames, 
her wine and oyle cafke was found fo weake that they were not able to 
hoyfe them out of the fhip, but were conftrained to draw them as they ky, 
and put their wine and oyle into new veffels, and fo to vnlade the fhippe. 
Their chiefe fraight was very excellent Mufcatels and red Malmefie, the like 
whereof were feeldome feene before in England. They brought home alfo 
good quantitie of fweete oyles, cotton woolles, Turkic Caipets, Galles, 
Cynamon, and fome other fpiees. The faide fhippe called the Holy Croffe 
ivas fo fliaken in this voyage, and fo weakeiieil, that (he was layd vp in the 
docke, and neuer made voyage after.— fi/. II,, Part I., p. 9S, Ed. 1599. 



Another voyage to Ihe Iks ^Caiid ia and Chio made by thcfiippe, the Mathew 
Gonfon, about the yeere \'m,according to the relation ofloVn Williamfon, 
then Cooper in the fame fhip, made to M\afler\ Richard Haekliut, in the 
yeare 1592. 

He good (hippe called the Matheia Gonfon, of burthen 300 
tunnes, whereof was owner old M[a(l:er] William Gonfon, 
pay-niafter of the Kings Nauie, made her voyage in the yere 
1535. In this fhip went as Captaine, Richard Gray, who long 
after died in Raffia. Mafter WUliam Holflocke, afterward 
ControuUer of the Queenes Nauie, went then as purfer in the fame voyage. 
The Mafter was one lohn PUhel, feruant to old M[after] WiUiam Gonfon. 
latnes Rumnie was Mafters mate. The mafter cooper was John William- 
fon, citizen oi London, liuing in the yeere 1592, and dwelling in Sd^i^nt 
Dunflons parish, in the Eaft. The M[after] Gunner was lohn God/r^ of 
Briftoll, In this (hip were 6 gunners and 4 trumpetlers, all which fonre 
trampetters at our relume homewards went on land at Meffma in the Ikind 
o( Sicilia, as our (hip road there at anker, and gat them into the (tallies 
that lay neere vnto vs, and in them went lo Rome. The whole number of 
our companie in this fhip were about 100. men, we were alfo furnilhed with 
a great bole, which was able to carry 10 tunnes of water, which at our 
retume homewards we towed all the way from Chio vntil we came through 
the ftraight of Gib[r]altar into Uie maine Ocean. We had alfo a great 
long boat and a ikiff. We were out vpon this voyage eieuen months, yet 
in all this time there died of ficknelTe but one man, whofe name was George 
Forrefi, being feruant lo our Carpenter called Thomas Plummer.—Idtm. 

The Island of Scio, the extreme point of the above two 
voyages, had long been the property of a Genoese family, the 
Justiana, under the sovereignty of the Senate of that city. 
How the Turks first put it to tribute, and finally took posses- 
sion of it in 1568, is thus narrated in two letters, ivritten on 
the 14th of February 1569 by an Englishman, Caspar Campion, 
who had " traded in this countrey \t.e. the island and its vici- 
nity] about this 30. yeres \i.e. 1539-1569], and haue beene 
maried in the towne of Chio full 24. yeres \i.e. 1544-1569]." 

f-i^lr, you (hall vnderiland that the Illand of Chio in lime paft 
hath bene a Signiorie or lordlhip of it felfe, and did belong 
to the Genauiaies. There were 24. of them that gouemed 
the illand which were called Maunefes. But in continuance 
of lime the Turke waxed fo ftrong and mightie, that 
they, confidering they were not able to keepe it, unleffe they Oionld 
become his tributaiies, becaufe the Illand had no come, nor any kind of 
vitailes to fuftaine themfehies, but onely that which muft of necelTitie come 
out of the Turkes dominions, and the fayd ifland being uiclofed wilh the 
Turks roimd about, and but 12. miles from ihe Turks Continent, therefore 
the faid CinowaiesSiA compound and agree to be the Turkes tributaries, and 
topayhimi400o.lhousandducatesyeerely,Alwayesprouided that they (hould 
keep their lawes both fpiritual and temporall, as they did when the Hand 
was in their owne hands. Thus he granted them their priuiledge, which ihey 
inioyed for many yeeres, fo that all ftrangers and alfo many Englifh men 
did trade thither of long continuance, and went and came in fafely. In this 
raeane lime, the prince Pedro Doria (.being a Genouois) became a captaine 
lo feme the Emperour wilh 30. or 40. gallies againft the Turke. And fince 
that time diners other capt^nes belonging to Genoa haue beene in the 
feruice of king /"ii/^ againft the Turke. Moreouer, whenfoeuer the Turke 
made out any army, he perceiued ihat no nation did him more hurt then 
thofe Genouois, who were his tributaries. Likewife at the Turkes fiege of 
Malta, before which place he lay a great while, with loffe of his men, and 
aUb of his gallies, he found none fo traubleforae vnto his force as one 
luanette Doria, a Genouois, and diiiers others of .he Hand of Chio, who 
were his tributaries. At which fight, he tooke fuch difpleafure againft them 
of Chio, that he fent certdne of his gallies to the Hand, for to feife vpon all 
the goods of the 24. Maunefes, and to turae them with their wiues and 
children out of the Iknd ; but they would let none other depart, becaufe 
the Hand Ihould not be vnpeopled. So that now the Turke hath fent one 
ofhis chiefe men to rule there.— //fl^/jij';', J^ol.ll.,rartl.,p. 114, Ed. 1599. 
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Aoother letter of Campion's, begins thus ; 

5T may pleafe your worlhip to vnderiiand, that as concerning 
the voyage to Chin, what great profit would be gotten, both 
for merchants and alfo for owners of (hippes (as it was well 
knowen in Ihofe dayes when AsMatthaa Con/an, Uie Trinitie 
FilsaiilUaiit!, and the Sauiimr of Bri/iim), with diners other 
Ihips, which traded thilher yerely, and made their voy^ in ten or twelue 
moneths, and the longell in a yeere), M[aftei] Francis Lambert, M[after] 
lo/in Brooke, and M[afterl Drautr ctn truely inform yon hereof at lai^. 
And by reafon that wee haue not ti-aded into thofe parts thefe many yeeres 
\i.e. previous to 1569], and the Turke is giowen mighty, whereby our Ihips 
doe not trade as Ihey were woont . . , ,—tJakluyt, Voyages, Vol. 
II., Pari l.,p. 116, Ed. 1599. 

Finally we may take leave on this occasion of the interesting 
subject of the early English trade in the Mediterranean, with 
the following note of Hakluyt's. 

gHis trade into the Leuanl. . . , was very vfuall and much 
freq^uenled from the ycere of our Lord 1511 till the yeere 
1534, and afterwards alfo, though not fo commonly, vntil the 
yeere 1550, when the harke Aucher under the conduct of 
M[after] Roger Bodenham made a profperous voyage into 
Sidlia, Candio, Sio, and other places within the Leuant. Since which 
time the forefaid trade (notwithftanding the grand Signiors ample priuilege 
granted to M[allerJ Anthony lenken/on 1553, and the ftrong and weighty 
reafons of Ga/par Camplan for that purpofe) was vtterly difcontinued, and 
in maaer quite forgotten, as if it had neuer bene, for the fpace of 20 yeares 
orraore[;>. from the date of Jenkinson's privilege of 1553 until 1575, wlien 
the preliminary steps which resulted in the formation of the Turkey Com 
pany, were taken]. Voyages, Vol. II., Part \., p. 136, Ed. 1599. 

11. We now come to the tragical English voyage to New 
foundland, in 1536 ; as narrated by Master Oliver Daubenj, a 
London merchant, to Hakluyt's cousin and namesake, Richard 
Hakluyt of the Inner Temple ; and by Master Thomas Butts 
of Norfolk, to himself It will ever be thought one of the 
worthiest acts of our younger Hakluyt's worthy life, that, for the 
simple assurance, with further details, of this voyage, he travelled 
200 miles on horseback, probably into Norfolk and back 
The voyage of taajisr Hore and diuers other Gentlemen, to Newfound la'id 
and Cape Breton, in the yeere 1536. and in IheiZ. yeere of Kii g HiKry 
the eighl. 

IfjNe matter Hore of London, a man of goodly ftature and of 
great courage, and giuen to the (ludie of Cofmographie, in 
the 28. yeere of King Henry the 8, and in the yeere of our 
Lord 1536. encouraged diuers gentlemen and others, being 
affifted by the kings fauour and good countenance, to accom- 
pany him in a voyage of difcouerie vpon the Northweft partes of America; 
wherein his peifivafions tooke fuch effect, that within Ihort fpace many 
gentlemen of the innes of court, and of Chauncerie, and diuers other of good 
worftiip defirous to fee the ftrange things of the world, very willingly entered 
into the action with him, fome of whofe names were as followeth ; M[after] 
Wickes, a gentleman of the Weft countrey of fiue hundred markes [lyw- 
valent to an income of £2$oo of the present day'\ by the yeere lining. Mailer 
Tucke, a gentleman of Kent. Mafler Tuckfield. M[after] Thomas Buts, 
Ihe fonne of Sir William Buts, Knight of Notfolke, which is yet aliue, and 
from whofe mouth T wrote moft of this relation. Mafter Hardie, Matter 
Biron, Matter Carter, Mafter Wright, Mafter Raftall Sarieant Raftals 
brother, Mafter Ridley, and diuers other, which all were in the admirall 
calledlheTrinilie, a ftiip of feuenfcoretunnes, wherein M[after]. Hore him - 
felfe was imbarked. In the other fhippe, whofe name was the Minion, 
went a very learned and vertuous gentlemen, one mafter Armigil Wade, 
father to the worlliipfull mafter William Wade, now clerke of the priuie 
coanseil, Master Oliuer Daubeney merchant of London, M[ailer] loy after- 
ward gentleman of the kings chappell, with diuers other of good account. 
The whole number that went in the two tall (liips aforefayd, to wit, the 



Trinitie Jnd the Minion, wete about lis fcore perfons, whereof 30, were 
gentlemen, which ail were muttered in warlike maner at Graucfcnd, and 
after the receiuing of the facrament, they embarked themfelues at the end 
of Aprill, 1536. 

From ihe time of their fetting out from Graiiefende, they were very long 
at fea, to wilte, aboue two moneths, and neuer touched any lande vntill 
they came to part of the Weft Indies about Cape Breton, fliaping their 
courfe thence Northeaftwards, vntill they came to the Ifland of Penguin, 
which is very full of rockes and ftones, whereon they went and fouiide it 
full of great foules white and gray, as bi^e as geefe, and they fawe infinite 
nombers of their egges. They draue a great nomber of the foules into their 
boates vpon their failes, and tooke vp many of their egges, the foule they 
Head and their ikinnes were like hony combes full of holes being Head off: 
they drefled and eate them, and found them to be very good and nouriftiing 
meate. They fawe alfo ftore of beares both blacke and while, of whome 
they killed fome, and tooke them for no badde foods. 

M[after] Oliuer Daiabeney, which (as it is before mentioned) was in this 
voyage, and in the Minion, tolde M\afier\ Richard Hakluyi of the middle 
Temple thefe things following : to wit, That after their arriuall in Naiofound 
land, and hauing bene there certaine dayes at ancre, and not hauing yet 
feene any of the nalurall people of the Countrey, the fame Dawbeny walk- 
ing one day on the hatches fpied a boate with Sauages of thofe partes, 
rowing downe the bay towarde them, togafe vpon thettiippeand oar people, 
and taking vien-e of their comming aloofe, hee called to fuch as were vnder 
hatches, and willed them to come vp if ihey would fee the natural! people 
of the Countrey, that ihey had fo long and fomuchdefired to fee; Where, 
upon they came vp and tooke view of the Sauages rowing toward them ami 
their ftiippe, and vpon the viewe they manned out a ftiipboole to meete 
them and (o take them. But they fpying our Hiipboote making towards 
them, returned with maine force, and fled into an Ifland that laye vp in the 
bay or tiner there, and our men purfued them into the Ifland, and the 
Siuages (leddeand efcapedi but our men founde a fire, and the fideofa 
beirc on a wodden fpit left at the lame by the Sauages that were lledde. 

There in the fame place they founde a boot of leather gamiihed on the 
vtter fide of the calfe in certain braue trailes, as it were of rawe filke, and 
alfo founde a certame great wanne mitten : And thefe carried willi them, 
they returned to their fliippe, not finding the Sauages, nor feeing any thing 
elfe befides the foyle, and the things growing in the fame, which chiefly 
were ttore of fire and pine trees. 

And further, the faid M. Dimibeny told him, that lying there they grewe 
into great want of victuals, and that there they found fmall reliefe, more then 
ihit Ihey had from the neft of an Of prey, that brought hourely to her yong 
great plenlie of diuers forts of fifhes. But fuch was ihe famine that increafed 
amongtt them from day to day, that they were forced to feeke 10 relieue 
themfelues of rawe herhes and rootes that they fought on the maine ; but 
the farame increafing and the reliefe of herbes being to little purpofe to 
fatifhe their infatiable hunger, in the fieldes and defertes here and there, the 
fellowe killed his mate while hee ftouped to take vp a roote for his reiiefe, 
and cutting out pieces of his body whome hee had murlhered, broyled the 
fame on the coles, and greedily deuoured them. 

By this meane Ihe company decreafed, and ihe officers kncive not what 
was become of them ; and it fortuned that one of the company driuen 
with hunger to feeke abroade for reliefe, foimtle out in the fields the fauour 
of broyled flefti, and fell out with one that hee would fuffer him and his 
fellowes to fterue, enioying plentie as he thought : And this matter growing 
to cruel fpeaehes, he that had the broyled meate, burft out into thefe wordcs. 
If thou wouldeft needes knowe, the broyled meate that I had, was a piece 
of fuch a mans buttoeke. The report of this brought to the fliip, Ihe 
Caplaine found what became of thofe that were miffing, and was perfwaded 
that fome of them were neither deuoured with wilde beattes, nor yet deftroyed 
witlL the Sauages ; And hereupon he flcod vp and made a notable Oration, 
containing. How much thefe dealings offended the Almightie, and vouched 
the Scnptures from firft to laft what God had m cafes of dittreffe done for 
them that called vpon him, and told them that the power of the Almightie 
was then no leffe, then in al former time it had bene. And added, that if 
it had not pleafed God to haue holpen them in that diftrefle, that yet it had 
been belter to be punifhed in body, and to haue liued enerlattingly, [hen 
to haue relieued for a poore time their mortal bodies, and to bee con- 
demned euerlastingly both body and foule to the viiquenchable fire of hel. 
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And (hiis hauing ended lo thn.t elTect, lie began to exhorl to repentance, and 
befouy'i' ii" th^ company lo pray, that it might pleafe God to looke vpon 
their miferable prefent (late, and for his owne mercie to telieue the fame. 
And fuch was the mercie of God, that the fame night there arriued a 
French ffiippe in Ihat port, well fumilhed with villaile, and fuch was the 
politic of the Englifti, that they liecome mafteis of the fame ; and chanpng 
fiiipo and vitayling them, they fet faile to come into England. 

In Iheir ioumey they were fo farre Northwards, that they fawe m gh e 
Illands of yce in the fummer feafon, on which were haukes and o I e 
foules to reft themfelues, being wearie of flying oner farre fron tl e 
maine. They fawe alfo certaine great white foiiles with redde b 1 a i 
redde legs, fomewhat higjjer then Herons, which Ihey fuppofed lo be ftorkea 
They arriued at 5[«iW]. lues in Comewail about the ende of Octobe 
From thence they departed to a certaine Caftle belonging to s r / / 
Lutlrd, where Miajler\ Thomas Buts and M\after'\ XqfiaJ/and other gentle 
men of the voyage were very friendly intertained : after that they came to 
the Earle of Bathe at Bai/ie, and thence to BriftoU, and fo to London 
M\_ajler\ Bats was fo changed in the voyage with hunger and mif r e that 
sir William his fiither and my Lady his mother knewe him not to be their 
fonne, vntill they found a certaine fecret miirke which was a wart vpon one 
of his knees, as he toMeme Richard Hakl-uyt of Oxfords WaSAXs, to whome 
I rode 30O. miles onely lo leame the whole tiueth of this voyage from his 
owne mouth, as being the onely man now aliue \i.e. in or about 1 589] that 
was in this difconerie, 

Certaine moneths after, thofe Frenchmen came into England, and made 
complaint to king Henry the 8 1 tlie King caufmg the matter to be exa- 
mined, and finding the great diftreffe of his fubiects, and the caufes of 
the dealing fo with the French, was fo moued with pitie, that hee piinilhed 
not his fubiects, but of his owne purfe made full and royal recompenfe vnto 
the French. 

In this diftreffe of famine, the Englilh fomewhat relieue their vitall 
fpirits by drinking at the fpringa the frelh water out of certaine wooden 
cups, out of which they had drunke their Aqua compofila before. — Hakluyl, 
Voyages, pp. 517-519, Ed. 1589. 



12. These are all the oceanic voyages performed by the 
English in the reign of Henry VIII. which we have been 
able to trace. It was under Edward, that our sailors first began 
to creep down the African coast The special significance of 
these voyages lay in the then accredited proprietorship (through 
the Papal Bull, reprinted at pp. 201-204} of the Portugese to 
the entire continent of Africa; and in the intentional and studied 
ignorance of its coast line, in which the World was kept by thai 
nation. Every English voyage to its west coast was therefore 
at once an act of revolt against the Papacy, and a challenge to 
the pretensions of Portugal. 

The Levant trade was open to all who would dare to run 
the gauntlet of the Turks. The Spaniards recognised the claim 
of the English discovery, by the Cabots, of Baccalaos ; and had 
not yet worked up northward to it. But the African sea coast, 
so honourably and so patiently discovered, was (by all laws, 
human and divine, hitherto accepted) the possession of its brave 
discoverers. It was therefore a new impulse, that made our 
English ships, passing the familiar Straits of Gibraltar on their 
lefl hand, to go forward southward, first to Earbary, and then 
to Guinea ; cost what it might 

discoveries are made by successive steps, one after another ; 
and the passage of EngHsh ships around the world and to the 
Eastern seas was but the succession and development of these 
first attempts to Marocco. All that we know of these Barbary 
voyages is preserved to us by Hakluyt, who collected his 
information forty to fifty years after the event, and has thus 
transmitted it to us. 



The First Voyage to Barbarv in 1551, desckiuld by James 
Alday, Servant to Sebastian Cabot. 

Theoriginall of the firft voyage for trafBqueinto the kingdom ai Marocco 
in Barbarie, begun in the yeere 1551, with a tall (hip called the Lion of 
London, whereof went as captaine Mailer Thomas Windham, as appearelh 
by this extract of a letter of lames Aldaie, to the worthipfull mafter Michael 
Lo Ic which Aldaie profeffeth himfelfe to haue bene the firfl inuenter of 



Orlhipfull Sir, hauing lately bene acquainted with your intent 
to profecute the olde intermitted difcouerie for Catai, if 
therein with my knowledge, trauell or indullrie 1 may doe 
you feruice, I am readie to doe it, and therein lo aduenture 
my life lo the vttermoft point. Tnieth it is, that I haue bene 
fome men (not my friends) euill fpoken of at London, faying that 
alth ut,h I be a man of knowledge in the Arte of Navigation and Cofmo- 
j, aph e and that I haue bene the inuenter of fome voyages that be now 
gro en to great effect ; yet fay they malicioufty and without iuft caufe, that I 
haue not bene willing at any feafon to proceed in thofe voyages that I haue 
t ken in hand, taking esample efpeciaily of two voyages. The one was 
when I was mafter in the great Barke Aucher \which 10 GrarBisend on 
lyi Naneinier 1550] for the Leuant, in which voy;^ I went not, but the 
caufes they did not know of my let from the fame, nor of the other. But 
firft the very trueth is, lltat I was from the fame voyage lelled by ihe 
Princes letters, which my Jlafter Sdajlian Cabotct had obalined for lliat 
purpofe, to my great griefe. 

And as touching the fecond voys^ which I inuentcd for the trade of 
Barbarie, the liuing God knoweth that I fay moft true, that when the great 
fweate was \The sTiieating sicknas began in London on gtA July 1551, and 
conlinned till Ihe following September\ (whereon the chiefe of thofe with 
nhom I ioyned in that voyage died, that is to fay. Sir John LuUerell, lohn 
Fletcher, Henry Oflrich and others}, I my felfe was alfo taken with the 
fame fweale in London, and after it, whe.her with euill diet in keeping, or 
how I know not, I was caft into fuch an extreame feuer, as I was neither 
able to ride nor goe ; and the thippe being at Porlfmouth, Thomas Wind- 
ham had her away from thence before I was able lo (land vpon mylegges, 
by whom I loft at tliat inftant fourefcote pound [ = ^800 of the present day]. 
Bcfides I was appointed by them that died (if they had liued) to haue had 
the whole goiiemment both of fliippe and goods, becaufe I was to them 
the fole inuenter of that trade. 

In the firft voyage to Barbary there were two Moores, being noble men, 
whereof one was of the Kings blood, conueyed by the faid Mafter Thomas 
IVindliam into their countrey out of England. 

. Yours humble at your commandement, James Alday. 

The Second Voyage to Barbary in 1552, described hv 
Master James Thomas. 

The fecond voyage to Barbary in the yeere 1552. Set foorth by the right 
worlhipful Sir John Yorhe, Sir William Ger[r]ard, Sir Thomas Wroth, 
Mafter Frances Lambert, Mafter Cole, and others. Written by the telalion 
of Mafter lames Thomas, then Page to Mafter Thomas Windham, chiefe 
Captaine of this voyage. 

He fhippes that went on this voyage were three, whereof tn-o 
of the liiuer of Thames, That is to fay, the Lyon of 
London, whereof Mafter Thomas Windham was Captaine 
and part owner, of about an hundred and fiftie tunnes: The 
other was the BuUolfe \f!otolpli\ about fourefcore turmes, and 
a Porlugall Carauel, bought of certaine Porlugais in Newport in Wales, and 
fraighted for this voyage, of fnmme fixtie tunnes. The number of men in 
the Fleete were an hundred and twentie. The Mafter of the Lyon was 
one John Kerry of Mynke{a\i in Somerfelfliire, his Mate was Dauid 
Landman. The chiefe Captaine of this fmall Fleete was Mafler Thomas 
Windham a. Norfolke gentleman borne, but dwelling at Marfl^eld-parke in 
Someri'etlhire. 

This Fleete departed out of Kin^s\rode neere BrijloB about the ban- 
ning of May 155?. being on a Monday in the morning \Tht id and ^h of 
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May 155J, were Mondnys], and the Monday foilniglit nest eiifuing in the 
eueninc came to an anelter at their firil part in the roade Zafia or Afnfi on 
the coaft of Bai-6arie, (landing in 32. degrees of klitude, and there put on 
land part of our marcUandife to be conueid liy land to the citie of Mai or o 
which being done, and hane refrelhed our felues with victuals and water 
we went to the fecond port called Sanla Cruz, where we difcharged the 
reft of our goods, being good quontitie of linnen and woollen cloth coiall 
amber, let, and diuers other things well accepted of the Moorss. In «h ch 
road we found a French (hip, which not knowing whether it were * arre or 
peace between England and France, drewe her felfe as neere vnder the 
towne wals as (he could polTible, crauing aide of the towne for her defence, 
if need were, which in deed feeing vs drawe neere, Ihot at us a piece from 
the wals, which came ouer the Usu owr Admirall, between the maine 
mafte and foremaft. Whereupon we comming to an anker, prefently came 
a piiines aboord vs to know what we were, who vnderftanding that we 
had bene there the yere before [ T/iis cenfiniu Alday's slaktneal], and came 
with good leaue of their king in merchant wife, were fully fatiffied, and 
gaue vsgood leaue to bring our goods peaceably on (hore, where the Viceroy, 
whofe name was Sibil! Manac/ie, within Ihort time atter came to vifite vs, 
and vfed vs with all curtefie. By diuers occafions we fpent here very neere 
three monelhs before we could get in our lading, which was Sugar, Dates, 
Almonds, oikI MalafFos or fugar Syrrope. And for all our beii^ here in 
the heate of the Sommer, yet none of our company perilhed by ficknefte. 

Our (hips being laden, wee drew into the Sea for a Wefterne wind for 
En^aiid. But being at fea, a great leake fell vpon the Lian, fo that we 
were driuen to Lancerota and Forteuentara, where, betweene the two 
Hands, we came to a road, whence we put on land out oi our layd (liip 70. 
cheftes of Sugar vpon Lancerota with fame dozen or fixteene of our com- 
pany, where the inhabitants fuppofing we had made a wrongfqll prize of 
our carauell, (uddenly came with force vpon our people, among-yhom I 
my felfe was one, looke vs prifoners, and fpoiled the fugars : nihisji-^ijiing 
being perceiued from our fliips, they manned out three boates, thitiking to 
refcue vs, and draue the Spaniards to flight, whereof they llewe eighleenej 
and took their goucrnour of the Hand piifouer, who was a very aged gentle- 



man about 70, yeeres of age. But chafing the cnemie fo farre fur our 
recouerie, as pouder and arromes wanted, the Spaniardes perceiuing this, 
returned, and in our mens retire \!-etreai\ they flewe fix of them. Then a 
Parle[>] grew, in the which it n-as agreed, that we the prifoners (hould l)e 
by them reftored, and they receiue their old gouemour, giuing vs a lefti- 
mon e vnder his and their hands what damages wee had there receiued ; 
the wl ich damages were there reftored, and made good by the King of 
Spa ne his raarcbantes on our relume into England. 

After we had fearched and mended our eate, being returned aboord, 
w e cime vnder faile, and as wee were going to the fea on the one fide of 
the Hand, (he Caca/iiege and other (hips of the King oi Poriugals Arinaila 
entered at the other, and came to anker in the road from whence we were 
but newly departed, and ihot off their great ordinance b our hearing. And 
here by the way it is to bee VLiderftood that the Portugcds were much 
offended with this our new trade into Bariaris, and both in our voiage the 
yeere before, as alfo in this they gaue out in England by their marciiants, 
that if they tooke vs in thofe partes, they would vfe vs as their mortall 
enemies, with great threats and menaces. But by God and good proui- 
dence wee efcaped their handes. 

From this Hand Ihaping our courfe for Eii^and, we were feuen or eight 
weekcs Ijefore we could reach tlie coaft of England. The (irft port wee 
entered into was the hauen of Plimmouth, from whence within (hort lime 
wee came into the Thames, and landed our merchandife at London, alxiut 
the cnde of the moiielh of October 1552. —HaUiiyt, Voya^s, Vol. II., 
Purt\\.,tp. 7-9. Ed. 1599. 

13. All these English Voyages, therefore, had been planned 
and carried out before either of the two following Works, trans- 
lated &c, by Eden, Jiad come from the press. As he has 
given no account of them ; it has been all the more necessary 
to say thus mucli here, in order to shew that in these very 
early days of oceanic discovery, our forefathers were not 
Altogether idle. 




Unique, imperfect, copy of A neiv interlude 
and a fiery of the nature of tJie . iilj. elementes, 
&•€., written in the reign of Henry VIII., and 
probably printed [ ? by John Rastel] about 
1519,15 in the Garrick Collection of Plays, 
in the British Museum (Press mark, C. 39, 
b. 17). 
This interlude contains [at C /.] the following reference 

to tbe New World, in a dialogue between Experyeiue and 

Sitidyous desire: — 

Ex. C Syr this ys ynglande lyenge here 

And this ia skotlande yat loyneth him ncre 

Compassyd a boute euery where 

With the occian see rownde 

CAnd next from them westwardly 

Here by hym selfe alone doth ly. 

Irelande that holsome grounde 

C Here than is the riarowe seey 

To Calyce and Boleyne the next wey 

And flaunders in this parte 

Here lyeth fraunce next hym ioynynge 

And spayn southwatde from thens slandynge 

And portyngale in this quart 

This contrey is called Ilalye 

Beholde where Rome in ye myddes doth ly 

And Naples here be yonde 

And this lytell See that here is 



Is callyd the Gulfe of Venya 

And here venys doth slande 

C As for almayne lyeth this way 

Here lyeth denmarke and norway 

And northwarde on this sydc 

There lyeth Iselonde when men do fyshe 

But be yonde that so colde it is 

No man may there abyde 

ff This See is called the great Occyan 

So great it is that never man 

Coude tell it sith the worlde began 

Tyll nowe within this. xx. yere 

Westwarde be founde new landes 

That we neuer harde tell of before this 

By wrytynge nor other meanys 

Yet many nowe haue ben there 

C And that contrey is so large of rome 

Muche lenger than all cristendomc 

Without fable or gyle 

For dyuers maryners haue it tryed 

And sayled streyght by the coste sjde 

Aboue. V. thousand myle 

C But what commodytes be within 

No man can tell nor well Iroagin 

But yet not longe a go 

Some men of this contrey went 

By the kynges noble consent 

It for to serche to that entent 

And coude not be brought therto 

ffi But th&y that were the ventere[r> 
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Hauc cause lo curse their niaryners 

Fals of promys and dissemblets 

That falsly them betrayed 

Which wold take no paine to saile farther 

Than their owne lysl and pleasure 

Whertore that v)'age and dyuers other 

Suche kaytyffes haue distroyed 

C O what thynge a had be than 

Yf that they that be englyshe men 

Myght haue ben the furst of all 

That there shulde haue take possessyon 

And made furst buyldynge and habytacioQ 

A memory perpetual I 

And also what an honorable thynge 

Bothe to the realme and to the kynge 

To haue had his domynyon extendynge 

There into so farre a grounde 

Whiche the noble kynge of late memory 

The most wyse prynce the. vij. He[n]try 

Cansyd furst for to be fonnde 

C And what a great meritoryouse dede 

It were lo haue the people mstrucled 

To lyue more vertuously 

And to lerne to knowe of men the maner 

And also to knowe god Iheyr maker 

^Vhiche as yet lyue all be[a]stly 

For they nother knowe god nor the deuell 

Nor neuer harde tell of heuyn not hell 

Wrytynge nor other scripture 

But yet in the stede of god atmygbt 

The[y] honour the sone for his great l}^|Ti]t 

For that doth Ihem great pleasure 

C Buyldynge nor house they haue non[e] at all 

But wodes / cotes / and cauys small 

No merueyle though it be so 

For they vse no maner of yron 

Nother in to[o]le nor other wepon 

That shulde helpe them therto 

C Copper they haue which is founde 

In dyuers places aboue the grounde 

Vet they dyg not therfore 

For as I sayd they haue nDn[e] yryn 

VVherby they shuld in the yerth myne 

To serche for any wore 

C Great haboundaunce of woddes ther be 

Moste parte vyr and pyne aple tre 

Great ryehes myght come therby 

Both py[t]che and tarre and sope asshys 

As they make in the eest landes 

By brynnyng Iherof only 

C Fyahe they haue so great plente 

That in hauyns take and slayne they be 

With stauys withouten fayle 

Nowe frenchemen and other haue founden the trade 

That yerely of fyshe there Ihey lade 

A boue an. C. [huniiraf] sayle 

fl But in the south parte of that contrey 

The people there go nakyd alway 

The lande is of so great bete 

And in the north parte all the clothes 

That they were / is but be[a]stes skynnes 

They haue no nother fete l/eal] 

But howe the people furst began 

In that contrey or whens they cam 

t'or clerkes it is a questyon[.j 

Other thynges mo I haue in store 

That 1 coude tel therot but now no more 

Tyll a nothec season 



Sill. C Than at your pleasure shew some other thinge 
Yt lyketh me so wel your commyninge 
Ye can not taike a mys 

£.r, C Than wyl I tome a gayne to my matter 
Of Cosmogryfy where I was err [erf] 
Beholde take hede to this 
C Loo estwarde beyonde ye great oecyan 
Here enteteth the see callyd mediterran 
Of. ii, M, [ftw tinusaml] myle of lengthe 
The Soudans contrey lyelh here by 
The great Turke on ye north syde doth !y 
A man of merueylous slrenglhe 
C This sayde north parte is callyd europa 
And this south parte callyd afftica 
This eest parte is callyd ynde 
But this newe landes founde lately 
Ben callyd america by cause only 
Americus dyd furst them fynde 
C Loo Iherusalem lyeth in this contrey 
And this be yonde is the red see 
That moyses maketh of mencyon 
This quarter is India minor 
And this quarter India maior 
The lande of prester lohn 
C But northwarde this way as ye see- 
Many other Elrailnge regions ther be 
And people that we not knowe 
But estwarde on the see syde 
A prynce there is that mleth wyde 
Called the Cane of catowe ' 
C And this is called the great eest see 
Which goth all a longe this wey 
Towardes the new landis agayne 
But whether that see go thyther dyrectly 
Or if any wyldernes bytwene them do ly 
No man knoweth for cetteyne 
But these newe landes by all cosmografye 
Frome the cane of calous lande can not lye 
Lytell paste a thousand myle 
But from those new landes men may sayle playne 
Estwarde and cum lo englande againe 
Where we b^an ere whyle 
C Lo all this parte of the yerth which I 
Haue here discryayd openly 
The north parte we do it call 
But the south parte on the other syde 
Ys as large as this full and as wyde 
Whiche we knowe nothynge at all 
C Nor whether ye most parte be lande or see 
Nor whether the people that there be 
Be be[a]styall or connynge 
Nor whether they knowe good cr no 
Nor howe they beleuc nor what they do 
Of this we knowe nothynge 

The Voyage referred to, clearly took place in Henry VIII. 's 
reign. It was probably the Bristol expedition sent out by N, 
Thome's father and Hugh Eliot, which discovered Newfound- 
land ; of which Thorne tells us, at/, xvi, " There is no dotibt, 
as now plainly appeareth, if the marriners would then haue 
been ruled and folowed their pilots mind, the lands of the 
West Indies, from whence all the gold commeth, had beene 
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jIHE special purpose of this Preface has now 
been carried out. It has been to shew 
what our forefathers actually accomplished, 
ere Eden set about the following Trans- 
lations, or during the time he was actually 
engaged upon them : and so to supplement 
the other accounts of Oceanic Discovery 
contained in the volume. 

We have, in conclusion, only space briefly to touch upon one 
other point, and that is but a simple act of justice 

Most notable is Eden's position as a Man of Science in the 
Tudor Age. He had the true modest scientitic sj r t is 
when he wrote in 1562, to Sir W. Cecil, Sjth only the 
respecte of suche vertues as it hathe please 1 jou to tl nke 
commendable in me, hath moved > u Hono t only in 

maner to seeme careful! for me hon I aye h ifter v. th 
quietnesse spende my tyme in studie ( n j mo des re) 

/. sliii.; and likewise when, in 1574 h tl d It at large 
upon what he did not know, a list of d q al fi tions that 
must not be pressed too literally, " F yf th e b a y thing in 
me, wherein I maye by good reason please ray sclfe, it is 
cheefely this, that I haue euer loued and honoured men of 



singular vertue or nualitie, in what so euer laudable Art or 
Science, euen of those whereof mee selfe have litle know- 
ledge, as are Geometrie, Astronomic, Architecture, Musicke, 
Payntyng, feates of Arrnes, inuentions of Ingens, and suche 
lyke," ^. xlvi. 

But whatever may have been his knowledge or his ignorance, 
actual or relative ; Eden had already grasped the Inductive 
Method. His hfe overlapped that of Lord Bacon. May he 
not be regarded as a near Herald and Forerunner of the 
Father of Scient fc Enquiry, when he uses such language as 
this of whch his whole life was but the fuller expression ? 

E\i enijnce the teacher and mestres of all sciences, for 
lacke of whose ajde (experience I meane) lyke asmany greate 
wittes haue filie 1 u to great errours, so by her ayde, many 
base and common wittes haue attayned to the knowledge and 
iractst of such wonderfull effectes, as could hardely be 
comprehended by the discourse of reason 

" Nought els to say, but that experience to be most certayn 
which is ioyned with reason or speculacion, and that reason to 
be most sure ii'hich is confirmed with experience." p. 9. 

And thus, from henceforth will the reputation of Richard 
Eden continue to increase, both as a Scholar and a Scientist, 
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[A Note on 
Jan van Doesborch, 

a printer at Antwerp, between 1508-1530 a.d. 




jjNything that concerns the printer of the 
first English Work relating to America, 
must henceforth be of increasing interest. 
There does not appear to be in exist- 
ence, any typographical history of Ant- 
werp for the period during which the 
first Text in this volume was produced. 
The learned and most courteous 
Librarian of the Royal Library at the Hague, Dr M. F. A. 
G. Campbell, the author of the well-known Annaks de la 
Typographic nkrlandaise au XVe sUch, l^a Haye, 1874-8, 
8vo, thus writes, on the zist April 1885. 

How glad should I have been if 1 had been able to give you full 
iiifonnation about Jan van Doesborch, the Antwerp printer in the first 
half of Ihe sixieenth century. But, alas, the History of Printing in 
that century has been, without any sound reason, neglected to that 
point that even sixteenth- century books are now-a-days more rare than 
their predecessors of the fifteenth. If Jan van Doesborch had had only 
one foot in ihe fifteenth century, I should have been able to give you 
mailer enough to compose his history : because I, and my predecessor 
as Librarian of this Library (Mr Holtrop), have devoted the better part 
of our lives to the study of the typography and typt^raphers before the 
year 1500. Now John of Doesborch did not print till after 1508, 
because in that year, he entered the Guild of St Lucas at Antwerp, as 
verlkhten, "miniature painter." 

When such an authority as Dr Campbell writes thus, 
the present Editor may be excused of his ignorance on this 
subject. Nevertheless the following is offered as a mere 
beginning of this study. 

2. Doesburg is a Dutch town, about ten miles to the east 
of Arnheini. 

Jan van Doesborch, Doesborcke, Doesburgh, or as he 
styles himself in (/) the xv. tokens, lohan fro doesborch, may 
have succeeded to the printing business of Roeland van der 
Dorpe, at Antwerp, He was contemporary with our 
Wynkyn de Worde and Richard Pynson ; and occupies a 
similar position in Antwerp typography, to that filled by 
those two English printers at Westminster and London. 

He seems to have printed in three different houses. His 
earliest books were printed at the sign of Aen dijsere wage, 
"the Iron balance." Those produced about 1518, are 
printed " besides the Canter parte," His latest books, 
finished about 1530, are at die Lombaerde veste, "the Lom- 
bard fortress." 

It is very remarkable that Doesborch should, at such an 
early date, have printed the English books that he did ; 



especially such an important work as Arnold's Chronicle. 
He was probably employed in this work by some 
of the merchants of the English House at Antwerp, He 
stands in the same relation to our Literature at this time, 
that Hans Luft of Marburg did fifteen or twenty years later. 
No books are so scarce as the early English books printed 
by foreign printers on the Continent ; of which the following 
Text is one of the earliest. 

3. The first book attributed to this printer, by P. C. 
van der Meersch, in his Recherches sur la vie et les travaux 
des impriineun Beiges el Neerlandais etablis ^ Vdranger, i. 
131, Gand 1856, is — 

of Troy." Antwerp, 

The late eminent bookseller of Amsterdam, Mr Frederick 
Muller, issued, in 1872, a Catalogue of Books, Maps, Plates 
on America; and of a remarkable Collection of Early Voy- 
ages, offered by him for sale. At p. 6, he states that he 
acquired, in 1871, at the sale of an insignificant library at 
Antwerp, a volume containing four pieces, " all printed 
there in the first ten years of the i6th century." 

One of these was — 

(*) Van der nieii'mcr vitrelt oft landtscap niemaelitr gkeiiaden vaden 
doorluch tiehin conn, van Porlugael doordia atderbeste Pytoel efle xeekm- 
edr ^werut, " Of ihe new world or landscape, newly found for the 
illustrious King of Portugal by the best pilot or mariner in ihe world." 
This is a translation from the Italian (through the Latin) into Dutch, 
of the Third Letter of Amerigo Vespucci. The colophon runs, 
Cheprent Thantmerpm aen Dysiren waghe. Si Jan van Doesbarch, 
" Printed at Antwerp, at the iron balance, by Jan van Doesborch," 

It consists of eight unnumbered leaves, [with] 6 woodcuts. The verso 
of the last leaf is filled up by a wood engraving. On the recto of the 
first leaf [is the identical comerwise engraving that is described here- 
after at p. Kxix., col. 2] ; on the verso of leaf I, Jonas thrown into the 
moulh of the whale ; recto of leaf 3, font female aborigines [see p. 
xxviii,]; verso of leaf 4, fighting Indians [see/, xxix.]; verso of leaf 6, 
repeated from the recto of leaf i ; and verso of the last leaf, repeated 
from the recto of leaf 3, 

Mr Muller states — 

The book bears no date, but it is out of question, that it has been 
printed in the period 1506-9, the time when all the separate editions of 
Vespuccius were published. It is one of the first productions of the 
famous printer, Jan van Doesborgh, at Antwerp ; whose publications 
(prindpally romances of chival^ with woodcuts, curious popular boots, 
&c.) rank among the rarest of the Antwerp printers. lust the kind 
of publications that makes it easy to understand that they have dis- 
appeared, as it were, under Ihe hands of the leading public. 
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xxvi [^ Note on Jan van Doesborch, a printer at Antwerp, between 1508-1530 a.d.] 



Another text in this precious volume is thus described, at 
p. 277, by Mr MuUer — 

(i-) Van de loonderlichede at costelichen van Fape lam landendes, 
"Of the wonders and precious things of Pope John's lands." 

The remainder of the first page filled with four curious ivoodcuts, 
representing l", a wild man with a beast's head bearing a fish [see ^. 
XXXV,] ; 2°, an elephant [see /. xxxii.] ; 3", a griffon with a man in his 
paws [see f. xKxiv.]; and 4", three men fighting against three birds 
[see/, xxxiii.] 

KecCo of the last leaf, Gkeprint Thantwerpen. Aen dijsere viage ay 
my Jan. van Doesbarch. " Printed at Antwerp at the iron balance by 
me. Tan van Doesborch." 

Eleven different woodcuts in the tent, four of them repealed from 
the recto of leaf I. On the Stb leaf, a woodcut of the bird Phoenix in 
flames [see p. xxxiv.J The verso of the last leaf filled with two wood 
engravings, one representing the Viigin with the Child, the other the 
printer's mark of Roeland van der Dorpe, used in I497, &c. [a herald 
with his attributes, holding a trumpet]. 

It is therefore perfectly clear that the First English book 
on America is mainly a translated compilation from these 
two early Dutch tracts; and that most of the woodcuts 
of the English text had already appeared in its Dutch 
originals. 

We therefore place next — 

{d) Of the new laiuies, ^^c. 
Qearly, the latest date that can be assigned to this tract 
is 1511. Had it been written later, the information con- 
tained in it would not have been so crude. See the pro- 
gress of knowledge as shewn in the English Interlude of 
1519, quoted at p. xx. It would seem to have been 
translated by a priest in the Low Countries, who had but an 
imperfect acquaintance witl; English ; for he uses heink for 
heavens ; drycantyche, for three-cornered, ferswynmygties, 
ketters, &c. 

The Catalogue of the GrenvtUe Collection, in describing 
the unique copy liere reprinted (Press mark, G- 7106), 
states — 

"From mentioning Emanue!, King of Portugal, and exclaiming 
i^ainst Luther, the present tract maybe about 1521 or 1522, when 
Kng Emmanuel died, and Luther was burned in effigy." 

There is not a w^ord about Luther in the tract ; and it is 
typographically evident from the above, that the tract can 
hardly be later than 1511. 

4. It is quite impossible, at present, to give a chrono- 
logical list of books produced by Jan van Doesborch. A 
few only can be cited, 

(/) [The compilation by R. Arnold, known as Arnold's Chrtiniek.\ 
In this booke is conteyned the names of ye baylifls of the cite of Lon- 
don from the tyme of king richard the fiirst, and also th[e] artycles of 
the Chartur and libarties of iha same Cyte, 4c, No date or place of 
printing. British Museum (Press mark, zi, a. 10). 

This is attributed to Doesborch's press, and was a very 
large work to be undertaken by him, in what was probably 
a foreign language to him. It contains the original text of 
the poem of The Nut-brown Maid. 

In the British Museum (Press mark, C. 25, e. 29) there is 
an imperfect copy of a tract on the Fifteen tokens of the 
Day of Doom. It wants the title page. The colophon is 
as follows ; — 

(/) "A lytill iceatyse that which e is called i'/« j:f. M^;(j- which been 
ate translated out of frenshe in to Englishe. 

* Emprintcd by me lohan fro doesborch dwellinge at Anwerpe by 
the lion l>aUaunce, &c. 

These six texts are ptobablyamong the earliest productions 
of Doesborch's press. 



5. We now come to the middle period of his life's work. 
In the British Museum (Press mark, 1073, b. 32) there is 
a Dutch life of the fabulous necromancer of the Middle 
Ages, Virgilius. 

( S ) Virgilius <[ Van sijn leiien doot / ende vauleii, S:c. Ko date or 
place of printing. 

This tract is probably the original of the rare English 
Virgilius among the Douce books at the Bodleian, which 
has been reprinted by Mr Utterson, and also by Mr Thorns, 
in his Marly English Prose Romances, Vol. 2, Ed. 1S58. 

(/i) The title runs thus: 

The lyfe of Virgilius and ofhisdeth and many mar vayles that he dyd 
in his lyfe tyme by whychcrafte and nycmmancve thorowsh the helpc 
ofthedevylsofhell. 

The colophon is 

Thus endethe the lyfe of Virgilius with many dyuers con- 
saytes that he dyd. Emprynted in ilie cytie of Anwarpe By me 
lohna Doesborclie dweliynge at the earner porte, 

Mr W. C. Hazlitt, in his Handbook of Popular Lite- 
rature, ^c.,p. 381, Ed. 1867, quotes the following titleof a 
Work apparently at present in an English private bbrary. 

{i) Here begynneth a lytell story that was of a trewthe done in the 
land of Gelders, of a mayde that was named Maiy of Nemegen that was 
the dyuils paramoure by the space of vij yete longe. 

Imprinted at Anwarpe by me lohn Duisbrowglie dwellynge besyde 
the camer porte. 

Dr Campbell states that in the Royal Library at the Hague, 
is a copy of the following Work, printed by Doesborch. 

(;■) Den Kisipronck omer SQlicheyl. Printed at Antwerp on 31 May 
1517. With woodcuts and printers mark. 
Also, a Work, sometimes erroneously attributed to Jan van Naeldwyck, 
(^1 Die alder exceUaitsU Cwnyke va Brabant ll\%. With woodcuts 
and printer's mark. 

Of this work, tliere is a copy of an earlier edition printed 
in Octoberi5i2 in the British Museum (Press mark, G. 405, 
f.) This may also have been printed by Doesborch. 

The next Work that we can quote is, for the tiine it was 
produced, a wonderful book. It is a pictorial representa- 
tion of all the birds, beasts, and fishes, real and imaginary, 
of the time. It is in three Farts. 

(/) Der dia-en pulleys eti die vgaderinge vanden beestsn. The colo- 
phon Is Gkeprint H my Jan iwui doesborch Tkantwsrpen In! iaer ons 
heeren M.ccccc. ende. XX. den vijfsten dach in Meye. [5 May 1520.] 

Copies are in the British Museum, the Royal Library at 
the Hague, and elsewhere. 

Mr Hazlitt, Handbook, &:c., p. 8, gives the following 
account of Lawrence Andrewe's translation of this work. 

(»i) The noble lyfe and natures of man, ofbeestes, serpentys, fowles, 
and fysshes, that be made known. 
Andwarpe by John of Doesborowe, n.d, fol. 

In the prologue, Andrewe, the transktor, says, " In the name of oure 
Saviour criste lesu maker and redemour of aJ uiankynd, I Laurens 
andrewe of the towne of Calls haue translated for lohnes doesborrowe 
book prenter in the cite of Andwarpe this present volume deuyded in 
Ihre partes which was neuer before in no matemall langi^e prentyd till 

6. One other Work will complete our present provisional 
list of this printer's productions. 

(«) Van Brabant die cxcellenteCronike. Of which the colophon runs, 
Cksprent tot Antwerpen op die Lombaerdeveste, bimijanvan Doesborch, 
int iaer ons heren M.cccccxxx, in luino. 

Copies of this work are in the British Museum, the Royal 
Library at the Hague, and elsewhere. 

7, This is all we have been able to learn, so far, of the 
printer of the First English book on America, Much 
more, no doubt, remains to reward the researches of the 
bibliographer.] 
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■Ere aforelymes in the yere of our Lorde god. M.CCCC.xcvi. [1496] and fo be/ wc 
with flijYpes of Luffeboene fayled oute of Portyngale thorough the commaunde- 
nient of the Kynge Emanuel So haue we had our vyage/ For by fortune 
J landes ouer the great fee with great charge and daunger fo haue we at the lafle 
founde oon lordfliyp where we (aykd well. ix. C. [900] mylee[s] by the coofte of 
Selandes there we at ye lafle went a lande but that lande is not nowe ktiowen 
tor there haue no mailers wrj'ten therof nor it knowethe and it is named 
Armenica/ there we lawe raeny wonders of beeftes and fowles yat we haue neuer 
feen before/ the people of this lande haue no kynge nor lorde nor theyr god 
But all thinges is comune/ this people goeth all naked But tlie men and women 
haue on theyr heed/ necke/ Arraes/ Knees/ and fete all with feders bounden for 
there bewtynes and fayrenes. Thefe folke lyuen lyke belles without any refon- 
ablenes and the wymen be alfo as comon. And the men hath conuerfacyon 
with the wymen/ who that they ben or who they fyrfl. mete/ is fhe his fyfter/ 
his mother/ his daughter/ or any other kyndred. And the wymen be very 
hoole and dypofed to lecherdnes. And they etealfo on[e] a nother The man 
etethe his wj-fe his ch>ldenie/ as we alfo haue feen and they hange alfo the bodyes or perfons fleefhe in the fmoke/ as men 
do With vs fwjnes flcfhe And that lande is ryght full of folke/ for they lyue commonly, iii. C. [300] yere and more as with 
fykeneife they dye nat/ they take much fyflhe for they can goen vnder the water and fe[t]che fo the fyfflies out of the water, 
and they werre alfo on[e] vpon a nother/ for the olde men brynge the yonge men therto/ that they gather a great company therto 
of towe partyes/ and come the o:i[e] ayene the other to the felde or bateyll/ and flee on[e] the other with great hepes. And nowe 
holdeth the fylde/ they take the other pryfoners And they brynge them to deth and ete them/ and as the deed is eten then 
fiey they the refl And they been than eten aSfo/ or otherwyfe lyue they longer tymes and many yeres more than other people for 
they haue coflely fpyces and rotes/ where they them felle recouer with/ and hele them as they be feke. 
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xxviii \ThefirJl EngliJJi book containing the word America {Armeuica), &c?^ 



■e follows a woodout of the Natives of) G EN N E A] 



Uing Natives) IN: ARABIA] 



Of the blacke Mores. 




T the fyrfle cam we in the laiide of Canarieii/ 
whyche is. C. and. 1. [i 50] myles from Lyffe- 
boiie. And ther betwyn been. ij. jlandes. 
In yat one is well made people and men 
make there moche cheefe of great wylde 
gootes. alfo is ther fiflhe and suykere good 
cheep. That other yland is not enhabite 
ther be lytell people therin/ and they be all a frayde and 
wylde/ alfo ther ayeen lyeth the lande of Barbera/ and is from 
them in to ye Gennea. CC.l. [250] myles. and that is the 
blackes mores land, and ayen ye begyimyng of this lande is 
eon aforemontayen and booth caput viridc/ and thereby is ye 
towne Bitfagitfch. v. C. [500] myles from Luffebonen there by 
be many w[h]alefyfihes and flyinge fyffhes on the on fyde of 
Bifagitfche. ij. C. and I. [250] myles iayle men vnder yat fone 
fo ferre/ that men the northe fayle {lerre or pollumarticum/ or 
the waghen called/ no more may be feen/ but pollum ante 
articnm or yat fowth layd ilerre fawe we fourth with[.] the 
forfayde Morelande is M. iiij. C. [1400] myles great/ there 
ye people goeth all naked with golden rynges on handes 
and fete. 



a woodcut of NativesUN -ALLAGO] 



Hat lande of Allago is. v. C. [500] myles 
greater And gothe ayenfle the begynnynge 
of Arabien and there is that kyngdom 
S3fale[.] in this lande Allago is the people 
clothed as aboue is marked/ the[y] were 
and bere for there clothes fkynnes of wylde 
beaes. The men bere clokes made of barkes 
of trees and ledder to kyuer theyr members with. And the 
women kyuer theym with fkynnes of belles, and take vpon 
there heddes for kerehers (kynnes of oxen or other be(les[.] 
alfo py[t]che the[y] theyr mennes fothed lyke as men pytche the 
Iliyppes/ and there dwellynge is vnder the erthe. There is 
many cowes. oxen/ great (hepe and other fayre belles. Tliis 
is on fayre and lufty lande of good water and fwele herbes. 
This people hathe a fwyfte hally fpechc. There is no money 
but r: yrou [? iro>i\ and that euery body take it for there ware 
they bere whyte ftaues there wepyns is lange pykes and Hones 
ther they calle rayghtly with. That Lande is fo full of fandc 
yat they mufie goo vpon brode trenchers that they falle not 
and fynke. After that cometh men into the lande of arabyen. 





Arabia. 

miTig in Arabia fawe we ye people clothed 
lyke as here is figured ilande. and out [of] 
this kyngdome hath be oon of the three holy 
kyngys. Item ther bynde they ther oxe fon 
with Arabic gold about ther homes/ and 
erys. And alfo goldyn rynges aboute th[e]yr 
legges. And for gold take they of mar- 
chaundes fylkyng kerehers and lynen clothe. Item ther after 
fe we now. v. ylandes. the fyrll yland named Momfabith, 
fixty myles from Safalen. is leeid ye towne Quiola that was 
founde of the kynges folke of portyngal And they Hewe 
there moche people and robbed the towne. And there without 
had there kynge edyfyed on caflell that is named feynt lacobis 
caflell there in lyeth a. C. [100] bolde and hardy men that 
lyeth and kcpeth it. 



[Hero is a striking woodcut rcpresenlirg, with great life and action, a 
spirited attack on the gate of some European town; which has evi- 
dently been borrowed by John of Desborough from some other printed 
book, chronicle, or other work, printed by himself or other printer.] 



He[n] feuente myles from Quiola lyeth the 
towne Bombaffa that they alfo byrned and 
robbed that alfo there they gattc moche 
goodes. From thens nowe. xxiiij. myle[s] 
lyeth the great towne Meli[n]da and they 
be frendes/ and there be many floueynes 
and fell people out of Geneen From 
Melinda it is. iiij. fcore and. x. myles to on Perfia there gowe 
they oner the fee. For by the towne Megha into the yknde. 
Auxendia There is alfo one that hath be of ye three holy 
kynges of the eefl. C. [100] myles into the Kyngdome of 
Canenor and there begyn the fpyces to growe and from thens 
fare they forthe in to the great lande of great Indyen, 



«: Of great Indyen. 

followsa woodcut of the Inhabitants of) MAIOR: INDIA] 

HlHey gowe from Cananor into great Indyen 
there the people goo all naked but yat 
the[y] kyuer there members with lynen 
cloth and they be brounde blacke/ with 
longe here and of tlio women is not wryten 
but on kaute the fee lawe men maiiye mer- 
ueloufe people of manereren the women 
e there chyldren and theyr houfeholde Hulfe, Here fynde 
1 gynger/ peper/ comcyn/ and all manere of fpyces/ and 
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\^^i Jhort defcription of Africa and India: written after 1509 a.d.] 



coilely llones for lytell moneye. There be alfo many rnaner 
of frute fygges of good fauyour. vij. ynches longe and. iij. 
ynches brode. There be bulfeldes nd j b h 
flepe they not/ there groweth good wjn/n 1 h y/ry/ 
coftely come whyte as wete mele/ Th by ft n 1 h 1 
towne of Banderana and it is. vij n 1 n C 1 n 
from thens is. xl. myles there men f 11 f 

fpyces that men. were wonte to car yd j h 

redde fee thorowgh Alexander but n h on n 

way founden oner the the fee[.] in Cal n m y f Ik 

of feynt thomas lande yat alfo be cryfl d/ d f Ik f h 
landcs and nacyons they goo ouer into that kyngdonie Kyng- 
ryche Gutfchyn as hereafter ilandes wryten. 



C Of Gtitfchin that Kyngcdome. 



jjNd than cam we in the kyngdome of Gut- 
fchyn and ther hath the kynge of portyngale 
do make, ij, Cadeyles from here was the thre 
holy kynges. there groeth much peper and 
the propereft (lapell therof That kyngdom 
Colen is. xxiiij. myles from there/ and there 
been many kryflened men/ we fynde alfo 
great Olyfantes and many dyuers maner and wonders belles and 
other thynges that men cannot wryghte all. gardeynes frutes is 
there muche gretter tlian in our landes of Europa. That ylande 
Melaqiia is from thens. viij. C. [8oo] myles/ There alfo is 
moche coflely fpyces. There is nowe. ij. ylandes the on is 
Bandan and therin groweth the clones. That other Tanagora 
or Namaria and there groeth not no other wodde than whyte 
and red fandelen wodde/ This is fortuned that for a bell of a 
glaife men may haue one handful! of peerles. In Gutfchin 
here fome tymes there kynge but that lo the people of h s 
courte and holde obedyance vnder they o e th notl er 
They doo all there thynges all lleyE,l ly Fo as astleyLe 
atTembled in one gatherynge/ than ciyetl the cap taj e I w 11 
fowe/ and as the fubiectes here iheyr eaj taj e crje fo ve tl an 
take they parte of/ the fede and no m faj th tl e co rary ind 
letteth the other lye and that takethe tl e lor le w d out any 
body contrary fayngc/ and fo do they all erch dyfe 
Fortiie by that kyngdome Gutfliyn/ Col n/ Band / a d 
Nagaria. xxx. [thirty] myles[.] in Arlh i e e I tl I e k £,e 
xij. kynges vnder hyni/ uud there lye 1 b j e ! f ) t 1 1 o 
apoiLell 





wnodeiit of a tree appiirently intended to represent a fig-tree, 
t m tplit do equ-dly well for many other kinds of trees ] 

N fome of thefe afor avde wrytten landes ben 
great and lay re frutes and tliey be greater 
thm m thele our landes of Europa In IHa 
mandra be greit h)gh trees for the people of 
^at conCrey he\\e great fleppes aboute to 
clyme vp in to the tree to gather the frutes 
that jjrjwcth there on for whan they be a 
thrufi. tc take there of In Arfmia is great brode fygge Trees 
with greit ty^ges ivell \i| ynches longa and. iij. ynches brode 
and the Fjgge tre is fo brode of braunche and leues that, xl, 
[forty] men miy be hjdde ^nder the forcfayd braunches and 
leues for the htte of the fonne/ and there for to reile all to 
gather at thejr one pkafuri. 



E haue in this vyage fa\led abo ite the forth 
parte of the worlde for to rekcn fro n Luf- 
fyngboren whiche is fene equinocnall fcher 
linien.xxxix. [th rty n ne]graies and on halfe 
fo haue we fayled ouer )'e lime equmocciall. 
]. [fifty] grades that maketh xc. [ninety] 
grades therfore they of I.uflbone is vnder yat 
fo'rfayde linie. xxxix. grade and one halfe in the hygh hed of the 
hemels is the breyde of wefles/ fo is them of LuiHjone to thefe 
folke to fene the, 1. [fifty] grades is ouer the felfe lyne foth 
cornerwyfe. v. grades in perpendiculer linia whiche linie as we 
flande ryghc of yat poynC the hemls hange vpon our hed and 
thefe folke in theyr fydes or rybbes and woort fet in the maner 
of on tryanghel or on drycantyche cornard. therfore it muftnedes 
be yat the fowth landes be tempered with fwete erihe for the 
northe wyndes can nat there blowe. 



tiere, across the middle leaf of the tract, is an excellent representation o. 
the King of Cochin seated on a kind of ircssel, carried by four men, sur- 
rounded with armed attendants : and with an umbrella borne by one 
man and not a canopy borne by four men, as stated below in the text. 
The woodcut extends across about two-thirds of the folio, in the margin 
of which occurs the following note.] 



Fter this maner of fourme is the Kynge of 
Gutfchym borne with the noblefte of his 
lande/ And before hym is borne many 
inflrumentes of mufyke as trorapettes and 
other and. iiij. of the noblelle bereth the 
canapie ouer his hed left that the foon 
(liuld burne hyra/ and this kynge is beloucd 
ellates and common people, 
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XXX \JliefirJl EngliJJi book contaimiig the word America {Artnenica), (3r.] 



[This fresh trad is headed by a woodcut represenling angets bearing the pyx. ] 

C Of the. X. DYVERCE CRISTENED NACIONS. 



e that 
sofcrya- 
deuided 




C The fyrjle iiacyoii. 




[Two woodcuts, evidently taken from some Martyrology, < 
One represents an angel standing by tlie cross, tlie o 
saint with a sword sticking in her breast.] 



[IrRe nacyon is the l.atynes and they hatie to 
iheyr lorde the Emperour of Almayiie and 
niany Kynges/ as the kynge of caflyly an 
of Aragon/ of portyngale/ of nauaryen/ and 
thefe kynges is for fpaynnes nacyon. In 
yat nacion of the frenche lande is one kynge 
of Fraunce and many dukes and Erles. In 
1 of Italian is the kynge of Cicyliau/ the kynge of 
Naples and many dukes and Erles and there is alfo many lord- 
ftiyppes a^ Veneyfe Florence feuen lenuen [? Sienna, Genoa]. 



|X the nacyon of Germanien is nowe many 
kynges with out the cmperoure/ as the Kynge 
of Englande/ of Scotlande/ of Vngerien/ of 
Eohemen/ of Polen/ of Denmarke/ of fweden/ 
of Northwegen/ of Dalmacyen/ and there is 
many Dukes and Erles &c. In that ylande 
of Sypers [? Cyprus] is the kynge of Sypers/ 
All ihefe a fore wryten is vnder the obeyifaunce or [?y/] the 




chyrche of Rome. 




C The feconde nacyon. 

'He Grekes liaue fpyrytually the Patriarcke of 
Conftantynnoplen/andmanyArchebyflhops/ 
byflhops/ and abbottes. And in ye tem- 
poralte haue they one Emperour and many 
dukes and erles/ and there is but fcwe of 
them that be cryllened/ For the Agarenen 
and Turkes hath nowe the moofl parte of 
Grekes/ and is not obedient to the chyrch of Rome. And they 
haue a great erre for they faye that the holy gholl cam not of 
the fone but alone of the fader. And they fay alfo that there 
is no purgatory/ that is all a yenlle our belefe. 



€ The fhyrde nacyon. 

[Here fallows a woodcut representing St Thomas kneeling to our Saviour.] 

Hey of Indyen hath one prynce and that is 
pope lohn whofe myghtynes and rychedome 
amounteth aboiie all prynces of the world 
for he hath vnder hym, Ixxlj. [feuenty-two] 
kynges and as pope lohn dayely rydeth he 
here a fore hym one croffe of wode for to 
thynke on at all tymes and remember vpon 
the paffion of I[cs]hu and to the batayle doth he here. xij. 
croffes of golde made and fet with precyoufe flones for his 
baners/ in this lande is the body of fej'nt Thomas. 

C The fourth nacyon. 

Acobyten named alfo of on kctter lacob and 
was be one dyflyple of the Patryarclie of 
Alexandryne/ and this helde the one great 
land in Oryenten and Afyen and is named 
that lande of Mambrone and it is by Egyp- 
ten and gothe to Ethyopen and into Indien 
to/ and hathe vnder hym well. xL [forty] 
kynges rychedom/ thefe be kytte and chryftened with a byrn- 
ynge yren for they branne the token of the holy croffe in theyr 
forehed/ vpon the brefle/ vpon the arm e/ they confeffe them to 
God alone and none prelles/ and they fay that in chriilo is alone 
the godhed without the manhod/ and fome of them fpeketh 
Caldefche fome Arabier/ fome other fpe[elches after theyr lang- 
age of the lande/ and thefe been condemned of the holy 
chyrche in that counfayll of Ceden. 
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[Of ike ten divers dirijtiaii ?tatio7ts.\ 



C The fyth nacyon. 





EHere be alfo Neflorijnen named of the ketter 
Neilorinus that was one byflliope of the 
byflhops of Conflantynenoplen and they 
fett ij. perfones in chriflo that is the Godhe \ 
and ye perfones/ and they forfal.e thit 
maria is the moder of god/ but thej bekue 
well of I[es]hu. and theyr wrytynf,e is in 
caidcnfflier fpeche and they make the facrament in bro me 
brede and there be great multytude of theym and they dwtll 
in Tartarien and in great Indyen/ and theyr lande is as i,r it 
as a thoufande of Italy/ and thefe ketters be condamned m that 
thyrde counfayll of Ephefyn and is departed of the holy Romes 
chyrche and abyde in theyr opynion. 

C The fyxte nacyon. 

Y the ketter Moren they be named Moron ten 
they fay alone in chrido is one vnderdin Ic 
and one wyll ajid thofe dwell by Lybien m 
tlie lande of Phenicen and there be i3"eit 
multitude and they be bolde and hardey 
rnen. and great warryars with the bowe/ 
And they haue theyr byflhops clothed as 
the Latyneb with the biflhops myter on his hed/ and with the 
croyfers flaffe and rynges/ Thefe hath ben fome tyme vnder 
the obeyiflaunce of the chyrche of Rome whan Jnnocentius 
was pope/ but afterwarde came they ayen in theyr opynion 
and there abyde in theyr opynyon. 

C The feuenth nacyon. 

In enn en is alfo named for that they dwell 
tl e lande of Armeneten nere vnto Anthi- 
o h e and there is whrythyn feruyce of the 
n affes. and theyr other tydes is all in theyr 
one CO on fpeche fo that they all niey 
vn lerft nde it what they fynge or rede/ and 
thej 1 aue theyr hed or fader to whome they 
do reuerence as e do the pope. And they fade the lenton 
with greatter de ocyon than we doo/ for they ete in the lenton 
no fyflhe/ nor they drynke no wyne/ but they ete fleflhe vpon 
frydays. 

[Here is a woodcut representing a squadron of English knights, with St. 
Geoq;e's flag, armed capi pk, and galloping in battle. It has nothing 
whatever to do with the text.] 




C The eyght nacyon. 




His nacyon is named Georgidni of feynt 
George for they haue hym in theyr batelles 
for theyr patrone/ and they dwell in the 
lande of Oryenten/ and they be fayer/ luily/ 
and (Ironge pepyll/ and they be fore a drad 
of the Medon perflen Affiryen there they 
aboute dwelle And they haue theyr fcryp- 



ture in ye Greekes fpeche and they haue theyr facramentes as 
the Grekes/ and the clarkes haue rounde crownes/ and they 
(eke the holy graue to Iherufalem with open or fpred baners. 
And they gyue the farafons no trybute for the farafons fereth 
thofe folke very fore/ there women bere hameyfe lyke the 
men and they haue alfo beardes as ye men and they bere 
vpon theyr heddes and vpon hye cubettes hye hattes and 
IS the[y] wryte to the Sodan than gyueth he them that they 
djllyre. 



C The Nynthe nacion. 





|Hc Surianen is named after theyr towne Suric 
that is the gretteft in all Suryen or Alfyryen 
theyr fcrypture and feruyce of god in ye 
Grekes fpeche but they fpeke farafons 
fpeche and they holde the manere of ye 
grekes/ and haue byffhoppes tliat in all 
thynges be obedyent and they make theym 
facrament of browne brede and they haue the opynyon of the 
Grekes ayen the Latynes there be fome cryflened that in the 
holj lande is namyd Samerytanes that were conuerted in the 
t)me that the apodels preched but they vnderftande them not 
well m the cryden beleue. 

C The ienthe nacyon. 

Ororaben fo called affter the laten for they hoh.le 
and vfe the maner of the cryften of Ar[a]bien/ 
and of thefe were wonte to be manye people 
in Afrijken and in Spaengnien but nowe is 
there lytell in the tellyng/ They haue in 
theyr feruyce of god lateyne as we do/ And 
they be vnder the obeyifaunce of the ch)Tche 
of Rome. And the latynes prelates but in many thynges ben 
they dyuerfe departed for alfo the day hath xxilij. houres/ Alfo 
many tymes hymnes and pfalmes and other orafouns haue they 
and very longe/ And that that ye Latyns rede in the begyn- 
nyng of theyr feruice that rede they in the mydle or in the 
lade ende. And that iacrament of the atiter breketh fome of 
them in. vij. partes and fome in. x. partyes/ and thefe people 
be very deuoute and they mareye but ones in theyr lyfe and as 
the women hath lode theyr fyrd hufbond fo dothe they meddle 
no more with no man/ but abyde fro thenlTouTth in chadyte. 

Or. ij. caufes cometh the departynge of ye 
cryflen nacyons. The fyrlle caufe is that 
' men in olde tyme myght the cryden haue 
only haue generall conrilium/ Therfore 
as the ketters ftode vp ayen the cryden 
belefe fo was there no body turned nor 
faught counfayll there ayen. The other 
caufe was the ferfwynmyngnes of ye oppred pope of ye fchole 
of Rome that no meffengere nor lemed ihulde to the kryften 
thow tliat were come in feche lodyng/ for had they do that 
they (hulde haue be conuerted to the ryght belefe. Thorowilh 
whiche ryght belefe brynge vs to the hyglied glorye the fader 
the fone the holy ghode thre perfones and one god. Amen. 
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xxxii. \The firjl EngUJJi book containing the word America {A rmcnica), S'c.l 



[An Abridgment of the Medieval Legend of Prester John]. 



[Th;s tliLrJ Tract lias a very large i 



r r, conlaining what appears lo be l representalion of Pre; 
pilgrim kneeling beaeaLh him.] 



n Catholic monk oi 




?ope lohn by ye 
grace of god the 
moofte rayghtyfle 
kynge a boue all 
kyngys of ye 
worlde gyue fal- 
uyte the Emperour 
of Rome, and alfo 
thekinge of France. 
Dure wel be- 
louyd frynde Wn 
late you vnder- 
llande and knowe 
of our lande And 
the maner of cure lyuinge and of our people beetles and fowles. 
ft And you faye that we beleue not in god and praye not 
to hym as you do. So late we you vnderdande that we be- 
leue in god the father, in god the fonne. and in god the holy 
goofte. The whyche be vnpartyble and one very god. and 
all thynge myglity. 

And alio certefye yow with oure lettres fealed and doo you 
knowelege of oure folke or people and of our lande. And yf I 
there be ony thynge yat we kan doo for you. fende vs worde 
and we fiiall it doo with good herte and wyll. And yf it pleafe 
oiiy of you to come in oure lande we fhall gyue theym gold 
and fyluer to th[e]yr neccffitie/ and make them great lordis. and 
gyue to them alfo lande and good[s] to lyue on. and do to [t]hem 
worfhyp and honor. For the goodnes that we haue herde fay 
of you. And we do you knowledge that we haue the richelle 
crowne of the worlde as of golde and syluer and of precyous 
flones in great multitude And we haue alfo vnder vs mighty, 
xlij. kingdomes and al good criflen people, and we kepe alfo 
the poure people with our almes alle that cometh be it llrenger 
or of oure owne people thorough the loue of almyghty god 
oure lorde Ihefu Crifle. 

d Item Oure lande is parted in. iiij. For the landes of 
Indien/ there be two. and in that gretteft Indien is the body 
of feynt Thomas. And this lame Indien is parliner of ye cofte 



of orient for it lyeth bcfyde a toure ye whych is caalled babel/ 
and it id [? is\ not ferre fro Babilonyen, And alfo that other 
parte of Indien is aboutc Septentryon. and there is great 
plenty of wyne/ bredde and all maner of vytayle. 

JI Item alfo in our lande be gryffons/ and it is a great byrde 
and a myghty. for he wyll well cary in his nefle an oxe/ or an 
Jiorfe for his yonge byrdes to ete. Alfo in Saxen is a towne 
whych is called Grounzwyk ther is one of the clawes yat which 
is ivell as great as an horn of an oxe. 



[lien 



llie original, t 
elephant with 



f[ In our lande be olyphantes/ dromedaries/ wyide oxes 
the whyche haue. vij. homes, alfo Beeres and Lyons oi dyuers 
colours/ as ye redd/ grene/ blacke/ and whitte 

<[ Item and also be wylde affes the whych haue longe ceres/ 
and haue twoo fmale homes. &c. 



N our lande be alfo fowles ye whyche that 
haue the mayflery of ail birdes of tlie worlde/ 
and haue a colour lyke ye fyer/ and his 
wingis kyt [?(-«/] lyke a rafour. and this byrdes 
ben called Ilerion. and in alle the worlde is 
no more than two. and they lyuen. iij. fkore 
yere and thenne they laye eggis and fytte vpon theym. xl. 
dayes and as fone as they haue yonges they flee awaye/ fader 
and moder to the zee and ther they drowne theym felf. and 
alle tho byrdes yat come ayenll them do them company to the 
zee. and as fone as the[y] be drowned all the other byrdes 
tourne ayen to the nefle there they yonge byrdes ben lefte/ 
and gyue them mete and drinke to the tyme that tbe[y] can 
flee and nurter them felfe. &c. 

(T Yet ben tliere other byrdes the whyche ben called 
Tygris/ and they be fo flronge that they wyll here or cary in 
theyr nefle a man fytting vpon an horfe all armyd fro the hede 
to ye fote. 
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[The Medi(sval Legend of Prejler John\ 



[Here, at the side of Ihe pi^, is the representation of a naked man milh 
one eye in his forehead, and bearing a club.] 

C Item In our lande is alfo a grete deferte or forefl. therin 
dweletfi people bothe men andwymmenthewhychehauenomore 
than one eye afore, and behinde they haue. iij. or. iiij. eyen 

C Vet is in cure lande an other maner of people the whiche 
ete none other than rawe flefhe. and they care not yf it were 
of man or woman or of beeftis and alfo the[y] care not of ther 
owne deth. and as fone as there one of them dyeth the[y] ete 
theym all rawe/ both there one [Piram] fader or moeder. And 
they faye yat mans fleyfhe is good and natuT[a]ly to ete rawe/ 
for they faye that they doe it for parte of penaunce for there 
fynnes. And they be alfo ciirfed of god/ and they be called 
Gog and Magog And of them be no more than one maner 
of people of this worlde and they (hall be dyilributed or parted 
thorough al! the world whan Antechryfl ihall come, and thefe 
fame were the people or folke the whych they hadde put in 
pryfone or in holde the great kynge Alexander of Macedonien. 
But for all that he wente his way And of this people (halbe 
no iugement at the dredefull day of dome lyke the prophets 
fayeth, H Nrftio quis. 6"c. 

But neuertheles thonder and lytenynge (hall come fro heuen 
and bourne theym all in po[w]der And whan that we haue 
ony enemyes thanne gyue we theym lycence to put theym 
downe and ete them that be ayenife vs and then make we 
them to toume ageyne into there owne lande. For if they 
(holde abyde longe with vs they (hold vndo vs all and ete vs 
lyke as they do there owne propre folke. 

[Here, also at the side, is the pictorial representation of the creature 
described in the nest paragraph.] 

%_ And yet is there another manere of people/ the whyche 
hath rownde fete lyke an horfe/ and a5fo they haue, iiij. (harpe 
clawes behynde/ at there Heles. Wherewith they ftrongely 
fyght that there is no manere thyng can (\onde ayenlle them/ 
nether hamayfe/ yrone/ nor ftele they paiTe all thorowtli/ and 
this people gyue vnto vs great trybute. and they be alfo with- 
out dowte great labourers. 

([ Yet is there a nother fmale lande in a parte of that fame 
foreil aforelayde/ and it is. xlij. [forty-two] dayesloumeyes longe. 
And it is called Feminie the great And in that fame lande 
there be thre Quenes without all other landes/ thowe that 
holden there been of thefe quenes forefayde And whan thefe 
quenes (hall goo to felde/ then eche of them hath. iij. hondered. 
M. [300,000] wymen and all in hameyfe/ with out all the 
other women the whych that caray vytayle with carte horfe 
and alfo with olyfauntes. And thefe women be very manly 
in fytynge and hardy. C And in this fame lande may come 



no men but. ix. dayes in the yere and no lenger/ and than 
they haue conuerfacion and felyflhyp with the men and nomore 
of the hole yere. For if the men there wolde abyde the 
women ihulde them (lee all. 

C And this fame lande is clofed all aboute with a water 
called Cyphon comynge out of paradyfe And in this fame 
lande may come no man without a great (hyp or a great barke. 



C Of the people named Pygnies. 




woodcut representing the battle of the : 



s and the storlts.] 



Nd yet is there a nother fmale lande and alfo 
another Ryuer called Fyconye that is. x. 
dayes iourneye longe/ and, vij. brode and 
this people of this forfayde lande be not 
great/ but they be lyke chyldren of. vij. 
yere of age and they haue horfeys as great 
as a great dogge and they be good cryilcned folke and they 
haue no warre ayenJle noman/ But they haue warre ayen(l< 
the fowles euery yere/ whan they (hall haue in there frute and 
come And than the kynge putteth on his hameyfe. and than 
they fyght ayenfle the byrdes. And than there be (layn on 
bothe partyes many on/ and alfo they be great labourers/ and 
whan the fylde is don than the byrdes Bee a waye fro them. 

[Here, at the side, is a circular woodcut of Sagittarius, evidently one 
of the signs of the Zodiac taken from some illustrated almaiiac. ] 

C Alfo in our lande been ye Sagittary. the whyche ben fro 
the myddel vpward lyke men/ and fro ye myddell donwarde 
ben they lyke the halfe neder parte of an horfe. and they here 
bowes and arowes. And the[y] (hute ilronger than ony other 
nacyon of people. 

C And in our lande be alfo vnlcomes and they been of the 
manere with blacke and grene/ and thefe vnicornes (lee many 
Lyons, and the Lyon fleeth the vnicorne with fubtylnes. 
Whan the Vnicome hath put hym to reft at a tree/ and than 
Cometh the Lyon and ronnyth aboute the tree and after hym 
than ronnyth the vnycome and wolde fayne (ley hym/ and than 
he ronnyth hym felfe into the tree with his home fo harde that 
he cannot pull it out a geyne. than commeth the Lyon and 
hath the mallery vpon the vnicome. 

<[ Item there is a nother parte of a fored therin dwelleth 
another maner of folke and this people ben. xx. Cubettes of 
heythe. But they were in tyme paile to be of the heyth of. 
xl. Cubettes. And they haue nat the pore to come out of that 
deferte or forefte and al! r. thorowe the myghte of almyghty 
god. For if they (holde come out by there flrength and 
hardyne(re lhe[y] wolde conquere all the worlde. 
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[Here, a( Ihe side, is a curious cut representing therhnnixbuming.] 
C Here begynnhh of ye birde tlie ivhyche is called Fenix. 

C In oure lande is alfo a byrde ye whyche is called Phenix 
and is ye fayrefl byrde of all ye world and there is noraore 
than one in all ye cours of nature, and he lyiieth C. [loo] yere. 
and thenne flyeth he fo hyghe that the fonne fett the fyre in his 
wynges/ and thenne coraeth he don ayen to his ncil and there 
he burneth to p[o]udre and of the aflhes corny th a worme/ and 
within. C [loo] dayes after gro\¥yth there out another byrde 
as fayre as euer that other was. 

C Item Alfo in our lande is plenty of wyne bredde/ flefhe. 
All that is neceflary for mannys body 

4[ Item In our lande maye come none venyn beefte on that 
one fyde 

([ Item Betwene oure lande and the Turkes lande is a ryucr 
ronnynge and is called Sydon it commeth out of paradyfe of 
the erthe/ and is full of precyous ftones. 

C And alfo in oure lande ben ronnynge many finale riuers 
the whyche that come out of this forfayde riuer. and they alfo 
ben fuile of precyous (tones. As Yfmaraddus lafpis Saphyrus 
Scobafiiis Dyamant Topafius/ Carbonkel Rubin, and yet more 
other they whyche I not all can reherce. 

C Alfo in oure lande groweth on herbe and is called Par- 
manabe!/ and that fame herbe is fo niyghty euer foo who that 
fame herbe bcryth a boute hym he may coniure the deuyll of 
heile and do hym faye what fo euer he wyl axe of hym and 
therfore the deuyll dare not come in to our lande. 

Item alfo in our linde growith pepper in foreflis full of 
fnakes and others en) m bLcfti.s and whan it is rj-pe than feiide 
wc for our folke and they put that fjre ther m/ and than thej 
\enjm beeftjs flee awaje than \ie gadder it and carjedto 
oure houfes and waflhed in two or iij waters/ and than we 
drey it ajen/ and alfo it waved black and good 

<[ Item aboute this paflage is a fonteyne or a condujte/ fo 
■«ho of this watere drinked nj tjmes he dial! wave yonge' 
and alfo \i-\. man haue had a fjkenes xx\ jere and drjnked 
ofthys fime water he fhall therofbehole and fonde And 
alfo as a man therof drinked hjm femtth that he had occu 
pyed the befle mete and drinke of the worlde and this fame 
fontej ne is full of the grace of the holy gooil and who fo w e 
in this fame water waflhed his body he (hall become jonge of 
XXX, yere. 

And ye (hall knowe that I am haloweth in my moder wombe/ 
and I am old. v.C.lxij. [562] yere. and I haue me wefihed. vi. 
tymes in that fame water. 



(Her, 



il Ihe side, is a woodcut of a /lying gclffon carrylii 



niin.1 



<[ Item In our lande is alfo a zee very peruulyous/ and 
there can we haue noo paffage with noo raaner of (iiyppyng 
and than do we vs cary there ouer with our gryffons. 

C Item at that one fyde of this zee ronnyth a fmale ryuere 
and therin be many prec) ous (lones. and alfo ther growyth a 
certen herbe that is good to all maner of medycyne. 

i[ Alfo ye iliall vnderdande that betwene vs and the lewes 
ronnyth a great ryuer that is full of precyous (lones and it is 
fo (Ironge in here ronnyng yat noman ther ouer can palVe/ 
excepte ye faterdaye/ and than parted (hehere and toke with 
here all that Ihe fyndeth in here waye. And this fame lande 
mode we flrongely kepe for oure ennemyes. an[d] vp thefe 
codes haue we. xlij. [42] (Ironge cadels none ftronger in ye 
world, and ben well kepte of people. To vndeflandc. x. M. 
[10,000] knyghtes on horlbacke. vi. M. [6000] Croffe bowes. 
xv.M. [15,000] longe bowes. and. xl.M. [40,000] othere men 
on horfbacke well armed, ye whyche thefe Cadels haue in 
kyping by caufe that the great kynge of Ifrahel (hall not ther- 
palfe with his people. For he is tuyes as dronge as I am. 
And his lande is twyes as grete as all Crydente and turkey. 
For he hath in his kcpynge the feconde parte of the worlde. 
And the great kjTige of Ifrahel hath vndcr hym iij.C [300] 
kynges. iiij.M. [4000] princes, duces, erics, barons knyghtes/ 
fquyers without nombre, and all thefe be fubgette to the great 
kynge of Ifrahel. But yf he myght paffe ouer this forfayde 
ryuer with his people they fholde flee both cryden and turkes. 
And ye (hall knowe that we all faterdaye late paffe. viij.C. or. 
M [8do or a 1000] men for beye fuche manere good[s] or mar- 
chiundyfe as they wyll haue. but we late them not come with 
in ye wallis of thys cadels. for they bye it without ye walles 
of thjs fortrelfes. and they paye ther marchaundyfcs with 
platis of fyluer or of gold for they haue none other money, 
and whan they haue don ther befynes they tourne home ayen 
in theyr owne lande. and thefe forfayde cadels be fete to gydcr 
withm a bowe diotte. And ye fhall vnderdande that within a 
rajle of thefe cadels is a great Cite and a fayre and it is the 
(Ironged of all the worlde. the whyche cite is in our kepyng of 
one of our kyngis. and he rcccyueth tribute of the great kyng 
of Ifrahel. And alfo gyueth vs euery yere. ij.C. [200] horfes 
liden with golde/ fyluer/ and precyous (lones. Except alle 
charges and codes that men doth in the cyte and in thyfe 
forefayde cadels. And whan that we haue warre ayend them/ 
than dee we thera alle and late noman alyue. and therfore 
they wyll kepe no warre ayende vs. and the nymmen of the 
lewes be very fayre none fayrer in erth nowe a dayes lyiiinge. 
And by this forlayde rjuer is a zee ther noman may iialTe/ but 
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ii-han the wynde blowythe fro benethe (Irongely than parted (he 
here/ and thaiine tlie[y] paffe with great had. and than they 
take with hym all maner of precious Hones, but they may 
felle none therof [be]for[e] that wee haue taken therof our chofe. 

C In a parte of our lande is an hylle there noman may 
dwelle for hete of the fonne/ and there bee wormes many on 
without fyre can not lyue. And by this lame hylle we kepe. 
xl.M. [40,000] people that no thy nge ells but make fyre/ and 
whan this wormes feele the fyre than thei come oute of the 
erthe and goo in too that fyre. and there they fpynne lyke the 
wornies yat the fylke fpynneth And of that fame fpynnyng 
we make our clot[h]ynge that we were on feile dayes. and 
whan they be foule/ than they be call in to ye fyer and they 
becom as fayre as euer they were afore 

And ye (hall vnderftande that faint Thomas doeth more 
myracles/ than ony feynt in heuen For he comyth bod[i]ly 
euery yere in his chirche and doth a fernion/ and alfo in a 
palays there ye here after of hym (hall here. 



[Here, at the side, is the representation of the C 
next paragraph.] 



■e described in the 



H And ye (hall alfo knowe that there be dyuers of people 
of fafon in our lande/ alfo there be people that haue the body 
of a man and tlie hede lyke a dogge and they be good takers 
of fylifhe. and they be good to vnderftande of theyre fpeeche. 
and they wyll goo in to the zee a hole daye longe to the tyme 
that they haue taken fuche as they wolde haue/ and than ye 
[/Aey] come ayen chatted with fyflhe. and here them in to ye 
houfes for they haue there dwellinge places vnder erthe, and 
thenne take we part of there fyffhes that vs berte lyketL and 
they do great harme among our bee thow yat be wylde. and 
they fyghte alfo ayenfte our archers. &c, 

C In oure londe is alfo one mancre of byrdes and laye ther 
eggis in the zee. xxi. and ther out growen yonge byrdes. and 
than the[y] flee away and we take fomtyme of theym for they 
bee good for to ete whan they be yonge For yf theyr were 
ony man that hathe lod his nature and ete of this feme byrde 
he (hoU it gete ayen and becom as ilronge as euer he was 



[Her, 



C Alfo in our lande is that fame tree/ ther yat holy creden- 
dom or olye [? (y/f] out ronnith. and this tree is dreye/ and 
ther is a great ferpent which yat tree hath in kepynge all the 
hole yere nyght and daye but alone vp[on] feynt lohns daye 
and night and than (lepyth the ferpent or dragon, and than 
goo we to the tree and take yat crifma. and of this lame is 
nomore than lij. po[u]nd. and than tourne we ayen fecretely 



with great drede and fere yat he vs not fee/ for ells he wyll 
(lee vs. and this fame tree is a dayes iourney fro ye paradys of 
ye erthe. but whan this ferpent is a waked than maked he 
great mone and forow. and this dragon hath, ix, hedes and. ij. 
wynges. and is as great as twoo horfes. But for all yat it 
followeth vs (lylle tyl we ben come to the zee ayen. and than 
toumed it ayen. and thenne here we that crifma. to ye patriarch 
of feynt thomas and he haloweth it/ and ther with they make 
vs al cryflen. and ye remenaunt fende we to ye patriarche of 
Iherufalem. and he fende it forth to the Pope of rome. and he 
puth therto olye tof lyfe [?i>>'/e e/ Iyfe\ and than halo^vyth it/ 
and then he fcndeth all cryilente through 

^ Alfo ye (hall vnderftande whan we (hall goo to warre than 
doo we afore vs here with, xiiij. [14] kynges, xiiij. [14] cofers 
with golde and fyluer really wroght with precious Hones, and 
the other kynges come after vs with grete (Iremers and baners 
of fylke and fyndale very rychely wrought Ye (hall knowe 
alfo that afore vs gone. xl. M [40,000] clerkis and alfo many 
knyghtis. and men afote there be ij. C. M. [200,000] without 
cariers and cariers that go with the olyphantes and cary our 
barneys and vi tales. 

(J Ye (hall vnderftande alfo as we goo to fylde than put we 
oure lande in the kepyng of the Patriarche of feynt thomas. 
And whan we pecefably ryde than do we here afore vs a crolfe 
of wodde in worihyp of oure lorde Ihefu Crj'fte. Alfo in the 
incomynge of euery cyte ftande. iij. croffes made of wodde/ for 
to reraembre ye paflion of oure lord Ihefu cryfte. And whan 
we ryde pecefably than do we alfo here afor vs a bafyn full of 
erthe to remembre yat we be come of erthe and that we (hall 
waxe erth ayen. and we do alfo here for vs another bafyn full 
of fyne gold to a token that we be the nobleJle and myghtyeft 
kjmgis of all the worlde. 

<I There is alfo in our lande noman fo hardy that dare breke 
his wedloke. but yf he dyde he fliolde be incontynent be 
burnyd. For our lorde hym felfe hath ordeyned wedlok ther- 
fore it (hold be kept by reafon yf that we louyd oure lorde 
Ihefu Ciyfte. For it is one of the facramentes of the holy 
chyrche, 

JI Alfo there dare noman make a lye in oure lande. for of 
he dyde he ftioide incontynent bee lleyn and we be feythfui in 
oure (aying and doying. 

([ Alfo ye (hall vnderftand that we euery yere goo vyfite 
the holy body of the prophete danyel in oure foreft/ and we 
take with vs. x M, [10,000] clerkis and as many knyghtys, 
and. CC. [200] caftels. made vpon Olyphantes fore to kepe vs 
from ye dragons ye whyche haue. vij. hedcs. the whych that 
haue theyr dwellynge in that foreli 

([ And there bee alfo in that fame place dates ye winter 
and foraer hange on the trees fayr and grene. And ye forefte 
is great a. C. and xxx. [130] dayes journey, and ye. ij. 
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patriarches ben before vs at table for they haue the myght of the 
pope of rome. And we haue twyes as many abbotes in oure 
lande as tliere be dayes in the yere, [and] xv. more And euerich 
one of them cometh ones in ye yere and faythe raaffe vpnn 
faint Thomas auter. And I my feif feye alfo maffe in the grete 
feftis of ye yere. and ther for I am called pope lohn. For I 
[am] priile after the outfiiewyng of facrificie of the auters. and 
kinge after ontihewing of luRice. C And I pope John was 
halowid afore I was borne, for oure lorde fende his angell to my 
fader and fayde to hym make a pallays the whyche fhall be of 
the gi-ace of god and a chamber of that paradyfe for your fonne 
comynge For hi ihall be the gretteft kynge of the worlde. and 
he fhalle a longe tyme !yue. So who that in this pallays 
comyth he (hall haue no hongre or thrylle. and he fliall not 
deye and as fone as ray fader was a wakyd he was very mery/ 
and incontynent he began to make thys pallays lyke ye fhall 
here. At fyrll of ye incomynge of thys pallays is made of 
cridall and the couerynge of it is of precious ilones and with 
in realy wrought with flerres lyke yf it were ye heuen. and 
that pauing is alfo of criilall and within this fame pallays 
be none wyndowes, and within this fame pallays be. 
xxiiij. [24] pyllers of fyne gold and of precyous (tones of all 
maner fortes, and ther am I at great fefle dayes of the yere 
and feynt Thomas prechyth in middell of this pallays to the 



people. And whithin this fame pallays is a conduyte or a fon 
teyne is lyke wyne in drynkynge/ fo who thereof diincketh he 
defyred none other tnete nor drinke and noraan can telle fro 
whens it cometh or whyther it gothe, Alfo ther is another 
great merueyll in this (ame pallays whan we (hall goo to our 
dyner/ fo is there no maner of mete made redy for vs/ nor 
there is no manner of inftrumentes to make mete redy with 
all. but there comith before vs all maner of delycious mete 
that comyth there thoroughe the holy good. And it is 
not wel poflyble to wrytte all maner of goodnes they [haue] 
whiche yat be in oure lande. And ye (ha!l vnderftande that 
we wntte nothinge to you but trewe is. For if we (holde wryte 
lyes to you/ god and feynt thomas (holde punyflhe vs/ for we 
(holde lefe all our dignyte and oure worfhyp. 
And we praye you that ye wyl writte vs ayen with the berer 
of this lettre. and fende to vs ayen a good knyght of ye genera- 
cyon of fraunce. 

And we praye the kynge of Fraunce that he wyll vs recom- 
maunde to the myghty kyng of Englande. and alfo to all other 
kynges the whyche yat dwelle be yonde the zee thow that ben 
cryflened and we praye god that he you wyl gyue the grace of 
the holy gooH Amen. 

Written in oure holy pallays in the byrth of my felfe. v. 
[live] hondred. and feuen. 
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Life and Labours 

of 

Richard Eden, 

Scholar, and Man of Science. 
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The best Life of our Author hitherto, is in Cooper's Atheiia CaiitabngUnsfi, ii,, i, EJ. l8Sl. 
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3 Id h 
William Cecil, Lord B I gh 

He staled in 1573 (, uf A y ) h \ f 

femily in Hertfordshir wh h ha yea had 

1526*-J534.' He 13 well educated as a boy. When I was a yonge 

scoler, I haue read in the Poet HesiBdus.'—p. uli. lol. 3. 
1526. I'ietro Marlire of Anghiera dies. 

1526, Feb. The printing of the Sumario dt la natural y general 

iiloria de las Indias, written by Gonpilo Fernandez &e 

Oviedo y VaJdes, is finished at Toledo. 
1530. Jan. 25. Sir Thomas Smith [*■ 28th March 1514 at SafTron 

Waiden], being then B.A., is elected Fellow of Queen's 

College, Cambridge. 
1533. Aug. 31, The printing of the Third edition of Pietro Martire's 

Latin Decades is finished at Basle. It is undoubtedly 

the text from which Eden translated //. 63-200 of 

this present work. 
1533-1539. Sir T. Smith is resident at Cambridge. 

1540. Vaunuccio Biringiicdo's Pyrotahnia is first printed ; 

at Venice. 

Eden studies at Cambridge for ten years (j« under 

1573). What he slates there, he confirms elsewhere, see 

p. 1. col. I, ' that the tj^'ht worlliypfiill and of lingular 



1535-1544. 



leamynge in all fciences, Syr Thomas Smyth, in my tyme the floure of 
h Vniuerfitie of Cambridge, and sometyme my tutor.' He does not, how- 
seem to have taken any degree, while up at the University. 
1539-1541. Sir T. Smith is Iravellmg abroad. 

1542, A folio edition of Chaucer's worits is published, re- 
markable for being an early instance of joint enterprise 
among English printers, 'each having his own name alone 

prmter, in the colophon of so many copies as were his proper share.' — 
Herbert's Typographkal Anlujuities, p. 557, Ed. 1785-90. The joint 
partners in this edition were W. Bonham, F. Petit, R. Kele, and R. Toy. 
lS42~1547. Sir T. Smith is again resident at Cambridge. It 

was probably during (hia peliod, (hat he taught Eden : 
who had, for his fellow pnpils under Sir T. Smith, 
Edward Vere, afler^vards the Earl of Oxford and a most exquisite poet; 
and John Ponet, afterwards Bishop of Winchester. 

1544-1546. Eden comes to Court, and holds a position m the 

Treasury, for about two years j whichis his first appoint- 
ment in the Civil Service. 

1543. Oct. The First edition of Thomas Geminus' important 

' Epitome of The Fabric of the Huiimn Body, by A. 

Vesalius,' is published in Latin in London, in folio size ; 

illustrated with remarkable engravings, 'all drawen out, and graven 

in brafTe, and fo impriented by my oivn labour.' The dedication to 

Henry VIII. is dated London, 4 Kal. Oct. [28th September] 1545. 

Geminus, in his next edition of 1553, states tliat King Henry very much 
wished that this analomical work should be widely published abroad : and 
that he himself had subsequently heard that it had been 'notably well 
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accepted, and hath doen rouclie good in Italye, Frauncc, Spaiiie, and 
Giirmaine, and other foren parties.' 

1547. Eden is destined to ihe oiSce of tlic Distillery ; when 

Ihe King dies ; see /. xlv. 

1547. Jan. 28. Etttoart U3- Biicctrts to tl)F CTrpiun. 

1547. The Lord Protector, however, gives tlie Distillery to 
one, wlio held it down to, at least, so late as 1573- 

1547.' Kden marries; aiid has by his wife twelve children in 

llic next fovirteen years : who all apparently grow up to 
manhood ; else the argument and appeal then used by 
him in 1573, would seem to be faulty. 

1548. Sept. Master William CTeeil, ict. aS, is appointed Secretary 

to Ihe Lord Protector Somerset. 

1549. Oct. 10. In the political revolution, occasioned by the advent 

to power of the Earl of Warwick, afterwards the Dute 
of Northumberland— to whom Eden, in 1553, dedicated 
his Ti-m/j/e of the ne<L-e I/idia—lSasKT W. Cecil is 
Nov, confined fo his house (Oct. loj ; and in November is 
sent to the Tower; from whence he is set free on the 15th 

1550. Jan. 25. January following. 

The First edition of Girolamo Cardano's work, De 
SubiilitnU, is printed at Niireraberg in folio. It was written in eight 
months ; but under constant correction for three years before it appeared. 
Eden thought very highly of it. 

1550. May. The First edition, of the First Volume only, of ^(Wi*- 

gationi e Via^ [collected fay J. B. liamusio] is printed 
at Venice. It was probably this First impression ; and 

not the Second edition of the same Volume printed in March 1554, that 

Eden made use of in his Compilation. 

Sept. 5. Master W. Cecil is appointed one of the Secretaries 
of State and a Privy Councillor. 

1551. July 3. The sweating sickness, which had begun on 15th 

April at Shre\vsbury, begins in London ; where 500 
persons die in the first week. At this time, the first 

English ship that ever went to Uarbary, leaves Portsmouth ; under the 

command of T. Windham (see/, xix). 

Oct. 11. Sir W. Cecil is Itnighted. 

1552. Spring. Eden writes thus, at ^ 355, about the middle of 1555, 

' And wberas as concernynge the knowleagc of raelals, 

I was once mynded to haue tianilaled into Englyflie 
the hoole worke of Pyroteehnia, wherof I fynyffhed. sxii. chapitures now 
more then three yeares fence, and lefte the copie therof in the handes of 
one of whome I coulde neuer get it ageyne (omyttynge to fpeake of other 
ingratitudes) I was therby difcouraged to proceade any fiitther in that 
woorke.* From this, it is evident that, by this lime, Eden was a good 
Italian scholar. His translation of the first three chapters will be found at 
fp. 356.368. 
1552. About this date, Edea was, I believe, acting as private 

secretary to Sir W. Cecil. I have, however, lost the 

reference to liie authority for this. 
1552. April 22, .Sir W. Cecil is made Chancellor of the Oi-der of the 

Garter. 
May 2 or 9. The second English voyage sets out for Eatbary, 

/. JLlx. 

June 3. Girolamo Cardano, on his way from Italy, reaches 

London ; and after a rest of three days, travels in 

twenty .three days to Edinburgh : where he somewhat 

successfully prescribes for Cardinal Beaton. After a 

stay of seventy-five days there; he leaves Edinbuigh on 

Sept. 12. I2lh September, on his return towards Italy. 

See further respecting this famous Italian magician or physician — this 

considerable genius — tliis prolific author (he wrote in all Z32 treatises, large 

and small) — this most impudent liar and profligate liver, in Professor 

'MoTley'sLr/io/jirome Cardan, 1856. It is quite possible that Eden saw 

Cardano— whose works, he quotes as of the highest authority — while he 

was staying in London. 

1552. July 20. Geminus, in the Deilicalion prefixed to the Second 
etlilion of his "Epitome of Vesalius' Aiiaiom}/ d-'i." 



(with the explanations to the plates, greatly aiigmenti:d and in £'!_j/is/i), 

which is dated "At Windfore, the. xx. July 1552," (the engraved 

title is, however dated 1553) goes on to state after whit we have already 
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[the author of J^oistef Dotster, our earliest known English comedy] and 
certain other learned men whofe exercife in tranflaccions and peimyng in 
this tounge hath ben (as I vndci-ftande) not without fome finite to the 
common weale.' Eden edited the next edition in 1559. 

1552. Dec. 3- Tlie printing of the first edition of Francisco Lopez de 

Gomiia's Istoria ds lot Itidlas y conquisla de Mexico, is 
finished at Saragossa. 

1553. May 9. The date of the Ordinances &c for the English fleet 

going for the discovery of Cathay by the North-East ; 
given by Sel astian Cabot, as ' Gouemour of the myflerie 
and companie of the Marchanis aduenturers for the difcoueiie of Regions, 
Dominions, Hands, and places vnknown ;' who were not, however, incor- 
porated by royal charter, until 6lh February 1555 (l and z Philip and Mary). 
For these Ordinances, see Hakluyt's Voya^s, &>c., p. 259, ed, 1589. 
1553. May 20. The first English fleet, consisting of the Bona Esfe- 
ransa, 120 tons. Captain Sir Hugh Willoaghby, General 
of the whole fleet ; the Edward Bciiaventure, r6o tons. 
Captain Richard Chancellor, Pilot Major, with Stephen Eurrough (or as 
Eden calls him at /. xli. cc/. 2, Steuen a Burrough), for Master j and the 
Bona Confidentia, 90 tons, Cornelius Deerfoorth, Master : leave RatclilE 
on their voyage, and get as fat as Deptford. 

May 2L About 2 p.m. they leave Deptford. Then occuneil 
the scene thus vividly described to us by Clement 
Adams ; of which it is almost certain that Eden was 
an eye-witness. 
'The greater (liippes were towed downe with boates, and oares, and 
tile mariners being all apparelled in watchet or Ikie coloured clothe, 
rowed a maine, and made way with diligence. And being come neere lo 
Crietwiiiick (where the Court then laye) prefently vpon the newes thereof 
the Conitiers came mnning out, and the common people flockt together, 
ftanding very thicke vpon the flioare ; the priuie Counfell, they lookt out 
at the windowes of the Court, and the reft ranne vp to the toppes of the 
towers ; the ftiippes hereupon difehatge Ihe Ordinance, and ihoole off their 
pieces after the maner of warre, and of the Tea, infomuch that the tops of 
the hilles founded therewith, the valleys, and the waters gaue an Eccho, 
and the mariners tliey flioutcd in fueh foit, that Ihe fkie rang againe 
with the noyfe thereof. One ftoode in the poope of the fliippe, and by 
this gefl^re biddes farewell to his friends in the heft manner he coulde. 
Another walkes vpon the hatches, another clinibes the fhrow[d]es, another 
flandes vpon the maine yarde, and another in the toppe of the fliippe. 
To bee Ibort, it was a very triumphe (after a fort) in all lefpects to the 
l>ehoiders. But (alas) the good King Edwarde (in refpect of whome 
principally all this was prepared) hee only by reafon of his fickneCfe was 
abfent from this fliewe, and not long after the de|iariure of thefe (hips, 
the lamentable and moft forowfull accident of his death followed.' — 
Hakluyt, Voyages, p. 2S2, Ed. 15S9. 

May This voyage seems to have aroused a general interest 

in cosmography. People began to think of the great 

unknown world outside and beyond England. Some 

one printed a tract or single sheet, entitled Of the new found lands, which . 

Eden derides at/. 5. This publication stirred him np to a rapid trans- 

lation of a part of the I'iftii book of Mutiiitcr's colossal Co/mography. 
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June.* Tims appearetl Richafd Eden's first literary worlt, 

1 (see tkle at /. 3), printed by Eilward Sutton. He 

dedicates it to John Dudley, Duke of Northumber- 
land, the then all-powerful Protector. The Dedication is important 
in relation to the controverted life of Sebastian Cabot. It is to be noticed 
tlial in it Eden ioasts of having already read the Decades. To Ibis month 
and year is therefore also to be assigned the composition of his address 
'To the Reader' at//. 7-1 1 ; in which he so manfully strives to uproot 
the general ignorance and timidity of his lime. 

:553. July6. fHarc's rnfln tommtnccB. 

:553. Aug. 12, The first English voyage to Guinea leaves Forts- 
momii, see/. 375. 
Aug. 20. Tiio printing of the second edition of Lopez de 

Go.nara's Hisioria is finished at Medina del Campo. 

Aug. 22. John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland (to whom, 

Eden had dedicated, within less than three monlha before, 

his first work), is beheaded at the Tower ; with Sir T. 

Gates, and Sir T. Palmer. 

J554. Summer.* I^ichard Chancellor's ship, S^n Ed^vard Bmiaventun, 

retum-i 10 England ; but is robbed on the way home, by 

n e Flemings, The crews of the other two ships, 

Sp n^ • der Sir Hugh Willoughby, to the number of seventy 

pe n f n to death [ while wintering at Arziiia fiord, for 'want 

of P ri t h made caues or stones.' It appears from a will 

f unJ n of 1 hips, that Sir Hugh Willoughby and most of his 

p n leu January 155+. 

1554 July 25 Queen Mary is married to Philip, Prince of Spain, at 
\\Lnche5ter. 'Shortly after King Philip and Queene 
Mary remootted from Win h Bas ng d m 

Aug. 5. thence to Windsor, wher h fi h A "u 

King was stalled in the noble order of the g w g 

feast, and at that lime the Earle of Sussex w m d h g 

—Siim!, f. 1057, Ed. 1600. 

Aug. 17. 'The King and Quene m T m m 

thence by water to South k h 

noble men and ladies, the K g Q 

in another, and landed at the Bishop of W h rs es 
Maries Queries church, and so passed thro gh hat p an 
Suffolke place, where they rested that night S m m 

Aug. 18. ' Ami the next day, being h 8 A ti d 

through Southwarke oue h b dg and h h 

London, wheretheywere hg p ec d 

the citizens, pageants in places accustomed, h Cheap w g 

&c., and passing through /'uft/gi' chnrchyard, m m m 

flying upon a rope, from Paules steeple down h dea w m ide 

As Eden tells us, at /. 46, intoxicated by h h w th mp d 

universal acclamations that greeted the goi^ous royal procession through 
the City, he was led first to debate witlun himself as to whelhei he could 
by any onginaJ publication perpetuate to future Ages, not so much the 
glorious reception, as its wortbineas and significance but thinking of 
nothing sufficiently worthy, he was led to consider the mar>ellous 
discoieries, conquests, and empire of the Spanairda , all of which bade 
fair to become (should the rojal pair ha>e issae| the joint heritage of 
England Hence his great Compilation is distinctly (he re~ult of the 
Marriage Procession of thn dav 

Within the following twelve months (working incessantly, and for 
nothing), Eden trinslatcd or wrote all that is repnnUd in this volume 
between pp 43 and 398 Inasmuch as the work was one of great bulk 
(though, at the time, of national importance), several printers combined 
t<^elher for its risk of its publication while the printing of it «as 
wholly mtmsted to William Powell There are copies extant with the 
colophons of Kobert Toy, Richard Jugge, Edward Sutton, ami also, as 
Herbeit stales at / 738, William Seres, and perhaps others These are 
the "parleners' to » hom Eden refers at / 330 — See 1542 above 

Leonhardus Gorecius, a Polish knight, writes a congratulatory Latin 
Oration to the people and nobles of England on the royal marriage, which 
was printed by William Powell, who was also, at the same time, busily 
engaged on Eden's Compilalion. Eden refers to this Oration at/, 47. 



1554. Oct. 2. 'TherecametotheTowerinlwcntycarLsmadefnrlhe 
show, accomjianied with certain Spaniards of the King's 
Guard , ninety-seven little chests, of a yard long and four 
inches broad, of silver, which will make by estimation fifty thousand 
pounde' [equivalent to ^750,000 of the present day]: Harl. MS. 194 
[which is a ' Pocket Diary of a resident in the Tower between July 1553 
and October 1554'! reprinted by the Camden Society under the title of 
The Chronicle of Queen Jane, 1850. John Foie,in Vk Acles and Maniimenlcs, 
&'c.,Ed. 1563, states that the silver was 'matted about with mats, and 
mayledinlittlehandles, about two feet longamialmoft half a foot thick, and 
in eucry cart fixe of thofe bundles.' I presume this is what Fxlen refers 
to at /. 56, as the l8,ooa pounds ' wej^ht of fyluer which was coyned 
to the Kyngcs vfe in the towre of Loixlon where neuer fo much hath 
hyn feene at once as fuche as haue byn owlde officers in the mynte doo 
alfirme.' It was brought there from Peru and Kio de la Plata, by the 
celebrated Spanish historian Auguslin de Zarate ; whose Historia del 
descubrimiento y comiuhta del Ptru was published at Antwerp in the 
next year. 

It was probably after the formation of this acquaintanceship with Zarate, 
and while his great Collection, here reprinted, (itself an honour to the 
Spanish nation) was in the press ; that by the favour of certain Spanish 
nobles, Eden obtained a place in (he Ei^lish Treasury of the Prince of 
Spain. 

1554. Oct. 11. The second expedition to Guinea leaves the River 
Thames, see /. 379. 
Oct. 12. The third edition o* Gdmara's Ilaloria is finished at 
SaragoEsa. 
1554. Nov. 28. The Council of Stale announce by letter, at Dr. Ched- 
sey's sermon at Paul's Cross thit the Q et ' ' / 
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ciimmg [1555] be revived and be fa full force ftrengthe and elTecte to all 
Intentes confi:ruceions and purpofes for ever."— .ftofti/ti of the A'e/ilm, 
IV 244, ed. 1S19. 

1555 Jan. 1. The date of John Elder's letter describing the mar- 
riage oftheKingand Queen in the previous July; which 
letter was immediately printed. 
Jan. 20. The burning of Protestants becomes lawful on and 

after this day, by the above Act of Parliament 
Feb. 4. John Rcgers, the first of the Marian martyrs, is burnt 

at Smithfield. 
Feb. 6. The Moscovy Company is incorporated by Royal 
Charter; having for its Executive ; Sebastian Cabot, 
Governor ; four Consuls ; and twenty-four Assistants. 
Eden must have watched the proceedings of this Company with the deepest 
interest. Indeed, it is probable that the entire section, Of Moscovie and 
Cathay (which has nothing whatever to do with the title-p^e or original 
plan of his Compilation ; at which he must have been working bard, all 
through this winter) was suggested by the return of Richard Chancellor 
and the subsequent Incorporation of this Company ; and put forth by him, 
as a goodwill offering towards their success and information, 
1555. Feb. 8. Laurence Saunders is burnt at Coventry; and so the 
legaliied religious massacre goes on. 
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May 21. Is the latest actual ilale in E.kn -, Compilation, and 
Ihcrefoffi in the three Works heic reptLUli-d It mil 
be found towards the bottom of/ 3S2 On thia diy 
the English ships, reluming nn their way home from 
Guinea, were in 39° 30' N At their rate of progress 
they could hardly have reathed Ln<,Hnd btfjre thi. end 
July.* of July. 

Aug.* Therefore Section VII. of Eden's Compilation was 

written and printed in August ; and, at the earliest, 

his newly printed Compilation and the printing of the 

entire book could hardly have been finished before 

Sept.* September. 

Immediately after which ; Thomas Watson, Bishop of 

Lincoln,— the fellow-student of Roger Ascham ; by 

whom his Latin play of Absalom [? if the MS. is 

now at Wilton House] is exceedingly praised in his Schoolmaster, 1570 

— accuses Eden before Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, for heresy ; of 

which his newly printed Compilation would afford ample evidence. 

Oct. 24, Bishop Gardiner, however, dies ; and Eden somehow 
escapes punishment, with simply the loss of his office : 
and then seems, for the nest three years to be living in 
retirement ; his family steadily increasing all the while. 

1556. Jan. 10. The printing of Martin Cortes' Breve csmpendio de la 

spkera y de la arte de nauegar is finished at Seville. 
Mov. 7. Richard Chancellor, in the wreck of hisship the Philip 
and Maty in Pettislego Bay,Seotland, is drowned— while 
endeavouring in a boat to save t!ie Russian Ambas 
sador's life ; in accomplishing which, he loses his own 

1557. Feb. 27-28. Eden probably witnessed the splendid reception 

by the Moscovy Company, of Osep Gregorevitch 
Napea, the first Russian Ambassador, on his arnva) 
in London, for the froch verbal of which, see Hakluyt, Voyaqes, &-c , 
/, 32[, £<l. 1589. From the omission in this notarial document of all 
allusion to Sebastian Cabot ; it is evident that he was but recently deai 
- For Eden's account of his death — the only one extant — see /. xh n , cpi' 2 
It probably occurred about this date : for when Eden, about the Summer 
of 1555, wrote the heading at/. 283, ' that woorthy owlde man Sibiftian 
Cabote, yet liuynge in Englande,' was still ' Gouemour of the coompany 
of the marchanles of Cathay.' 

1558. Nov. 17. Klijahcll) stutcftSs Id tf)c t^roni 
We now come to the two earliest printed notices of Eden. His repula 
tion had travelled over the Continent to the English Protestant esiles 
in Switzerland ; and two of Ibem thus vaguely and incorrectly r f 
literary labours, but give him the wrong Christian name. 

1558. Lawrence Humphrey (who died Dean of tt h 
on I Feb. 1590), in his three books of //! p 
llnguarum, the Uedication of which is dated B 

Feb. 3, 1559, Ihusrefersloour Editor-Author, at/. 520. ' Pet rum q q 
Marlyrem Argletiensem Joannes Eden, Cosmographus el Alchum tt 

Di iitsuHs itttper inveiit's.' 

1558, Up, Bale, at/. 1 10 of his Supplement (written m 1S58I, 
to his Scriptorium itlustrium, Hr-'c. the printing of which 
was finished in Feb. 1559, is a little more explicit , but 

still follows Humphrey closely. "Johannes Eden, Cosmographus et 
alchumista ut i quibusdam [i.e. L. Humphrey} narratur, ingeniosus ac 
peiitissimus, inter alia scripsit De nauigationibu! Portugalfnsium, Lib. r 
[TTiis is evidently Eden's first publication, 0/ihe newe India.'} IVanslulit 
Petrum Martyrem Angleriensem. Z>e iasalis taipcr ametitls. Lib 1 [or 
rather the Dc£ades\ Aliaque fecit multa. Clariut anno Domini 1556 ' 

1559. Sept The printing of the Third edition of Gemin us' ^noCiimr, 

ft'C, 'enlarged, amplified,andfocorrectedand diligently 
perufed, that it maye seeme a newe worke, and rather an 
other than it was before,' is finished. Richard Eden is, this time, the English 
reviser ; and the fresh Dedication to the new Queen is evidently written by 
him for Geminus, as its smooth connected style abundantly demonstrates. 
1561. Eden's next literary work seems to have been the 

Iheni 



thi" work of Martin Cortes' Art! dc Navigar, at the expense of certain 
members of the Moscovy Company ; towarfs which, Eden appears, at this 
lime, to have stood in the same relation as Hakluyt did, fifty years later, to 
our East India Company. This work is remarkable not only for the num- 
ber of the wood engravings (some of them moveable) of different mathe- 
matical instruments ; but also for a small outline map of Tlu Ne7iie Worlds, 
or more properly of the North Atlantic basin. This is pnabably the 
earliest printed map of America ever produced in England ; and is 
evidently copied from the original in Cortes' Compeiidio. 

To this translation, Eden prefixed the following excellent Preface : 
in respect to which, it is significant to notice that Sebastian Cabot's name 
is omitted from the inscription. 

To the ryght toorjhyp/ull fyy VVyllyam Carrerd Knyght, and 
Mttjler Thomas Lodge, Aldermen of the CUie ef London, and 
Gouernours of the honorable feiffin/hyp or focietie, afmcll ofcerteine 
of the Mobilitie, as of Marchaunles adtieniurers,for the difcotiery 
of Landes, Territories, Ilandes, and Seigfiories vntnoiaen, and not 
before their frjl adventure er enferprife by Seas or Nauigaiions 
com moitly frequented : 

And to the right -wor/kypfull the Cenfalks, AJiftetOes, and com- 
minaltie of the fame focietie, Richanle Edtn ivyjjhetk health and 



at foeuer he was (ryght honorable and worlhypfuU) that 
fyrfte beleued that the frame and coaptacion of the bivlye 
, with the functions offices and duities of the paries 




ar>d members of the 



Image and fimilitude of a perfeete comm 
a man of no vulgare iudgement or ab 
wyfdome and prudence in the cont m 
thynges. For he fawe, that as in the ma 
lyuing thinges, is conteyned the foum 
perfection : fo in cerleyne fmall and 
wealth, confifleth no fmall increafe 
He fawe lykewyfe that herein, as 
the partes and members of the worlde 
of dyuers and fundrye actions and m 
number, and quantitie, yet all the fam 
to confenl in one vniformitie to th 
that a greater Concorde and harmon 
proportioned by the frendly vnitieof dj 
wyfe in the fame, fuch a muluail comp IT 
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rajfe \p the faculties, powrei, dmnbrsfbboly h 

fame Euen fo in the greater worlde, the prouidence of God, and vniuerf- 
allcounfayle and confent of men, hath elected and appoynted certen prin- 
cipal! men, to beare lyke rule and auctorilie in the bodye of the common 
wealth, as hath the Inlellecliue foule in the members of our bodye to moue 
and commaunde the fame. To Princes therefore connfaylours, rulers, 
gouernours and magiftrates, as to the moll intellectiue and fenfitiue partes 
of the focietie of men, hath God and nature geuen preeminence and gouern- 
aunceofthe commonwealth, that by theyr prouidence, wyfdome, andayde, 
it may vniuerfally floryfh, not onely by iufle adminiftration of good lawes, 
with due correction of malefactours, but alfo by lyberall rewardyng of 
fuche as haue well deferued : and efpecially by maintenaunce of fuche artes 
and feicnces, as the common wealth can not well be without. And to 
draw nearer to the applylnge of my fimilitude : I (aye, that whatfoeuer 
vertue, whatfoeuer arte, or the ingenious induftty of men hath to this day 
inuented, all the fame is to be imputed to the beneuolenee and liberalitie 



Hosted by Google 



Thk Life and Labours of Richard Eden. 



xH 



of fuche as haue honourablye mainlayned and freelye rewarded the trauay- 
les, paynes, and chaises of them that haue fpente theyr lyues, goodes, and 
wyttes (as many haue done) in the inuentions of neeeffarye and profytable 
attes and fciences. For euen as holfome and temperate ayre with feafon- 
able wether and feuorable influence of Ihe heauens and pianettes, caufelh 
fruitefulneson theearth,andcontrarywy[e,barennel!ebythecDntrarye; Euen 
fo the fauoiir of Princes and Magiftrates noiylhelh, augmenteth and mp 
lyfyeth kll artes and fciences liy liberalitie, and extynguylhelh th f n 
by miferable eouetoufnes and parcimonle. And althoughe in fom m n f 
rare and noble nature, Ihe defyre of honour and fame onely f rtu 
fake, and ftudy toward theyr countrye and common wealth, h 1 n u i 
thein in maner to theyr owne vndoyng through theyr great If ad 
hynderaiince, to felte foorth and inuenl diners thynges for the m d 
of the common wealth and other, rather then for theyr owne ; y nd L 
ediy, who fo wel confidereth and indifferently wiyeth that I haue f yd 
ihal fynde and fee by daylye experience, that in maner onely m n fi n 
liberalitie, and rewarde, or the hope thereof, geueth fpurres t h m h 
altempte great and vertuons enterprifes, as I coulde more largely proue by 
fo many teftimonies of Hyftovies, both holy and prophane, that the rehear 
fall therof fboulde be but tedious and not greatelye neeeffarye for my 
purpofe, efpecially wrytyng -vnto your honoures and worlhyps, of whofe 
munificence and liberalitie, I haue had great experience, botbe in ray felfe 
and others, who by your ayde and mainteynaunee haue attempted and per- 



fourmed many goodly 



nages, nauigati 



s and difcoue 



s of 



landes and Seas heretofore ynknowen. Wherein, what great charges you 
haue fulleyned, and howe lyberall and conftant you haue ben in furtherynge 
the fame, doth well declare Chat hyther to you are rather lofers than gayners 
therby. The whiehe thyi^ doubtelede is the mote to your commendation, 
in that it maye hereby appeare that you haue attempted the fame rather 
for knowledge and vertues fake, then for eouetoufnes of gaynes : as is 
furthermore well knowen by your fyrfle viages of difcouerye attempted to 
Cathaye by the Northeaft feas, vpon certen loffe and detriment, for vncer- 
teyne hope eyther of gaynes, or of any fuch way to he founde, othetwyfe 
then by certen lykely conieclures i not much vnlyke to the fhynyng flowres 
of Marehafites, which outwardly appearyng in minerall mountaynes, are 
fignes and token wherby is conieetured what metal is conleyned therein, 
and whether the lame is to be folowed or not. And although it fometyme 
fo channce that fuch fignes are faylcable, ihewyng more in appearaunce 
then they conteyne in fubflaunce : yet are not fuch fignes tokens, or Ihcwes 
to be contemned, but rather earaeftly to be folowed, forafmuch as it hath 
ben oHen praued and founde by experience, that by folowyng the fame, 
haue ben founde great and riche mynes of metalles : as Gcorgius AgrUola 
in his bookes De reias metallkis, doth largely declare and proue by manye 
examples. But to wryte at large what greate thynges hane proceaded of 
fmall and obfcure begynninges, and in maner mere eonieetures : it woulde 
fo farre exeeade the meafure of an Epiftle or Preface, that it woulde rather 
increafe to the iuft quantitie of a boolte. For in maner all the late dif- 
coueries both of the Spanyardes and Portugales, had theyr b^ynnyng of 
fuch Cmall coniectiures, with vncerteyne hope (as it were freter fpem fub fpe\ 
vntyll God and good happe, by the conftant trauayle and valiaunt mynde 
of fuch as fyrfl attempted the fame, gaue them to enioye that they hoped 
for. But whatfoeuer they bane obteyned and do enioy, this may I boldly 
fay in your behalf (right honorable and worlhipfiiU) that there hath not 
lacked in you eyther the lyke or greater promptnefle of mynde, forwardnes 
in attemplyng, magnificence in expences, and liberall in rew i F 
befyde the great chaises and loffes that you haue ben at olherwjf h 
(hould 1 fpeike of the great gyfles that you haue fenle to the Emp f 

Ruffia? What of your laft chargeable vyage of difcouerye g h 

innumerable Rockes, Ilandes, and moueable mountaynes of I h 

frofen fea, by innumerable landes and Ilandes vnknowen to th A q 
euen vnder and farre within and beyonde the circle Arlike, h h 
thought that no lyuynge creature coulde drawe breath or Hue f 
colde : wheras neuertbeleffe the fame hath ben by you difcouered 
the m)^btye ryuer of Ob, that falleth into the Scithian Ocean, O 
Hyperboreus, not farr from the mountaynes called Hyferborei f d 

becaufe they are fituate almoft vnder the North pole, and thougl h f 
to be inacceffable. A vyage doubtleffe of fuch difficultie an m 
impofiibiiitie, that confyderyng the infinite daimgiours therof [ I 1 
learned by th[c]information of Steuen a Butrough, that was the 1 h f 
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mp hey flioulde euer 

d G d he experte tkylfnl- 
neffe F h d d h m thofe daungers. 

And ahg e((as gin d ) onuenient in all 

thynge g 11 h g ry d h kes od, yet are we not 

thereb (Ira be an b is h T arte, ingeniouf- 

nes rauayle, and dig h d ferued both iufte commendation and 

I rg rewarde. A d tl rf f ryng the rewarde to you (ryght honorable . 

i 'orihypfull, 1 h m t pp teyneth) yf I fhouW not here geue hym 
h leaftefuche mm d t as n my iudgement he hath well defenied, 
yght feme b Ih t d fraud hym of his worthye defertes, and alfo to 
f te the fi-endlbjp d good nyll I beare hym, onely for his vertues 
I xcellencie h p f ff n For certeynly when I eonfider how 
d gent and deftitute this Realm is of excellent and expert Pilottes, I can 
d n leffe of confcience, then in refpcet of your owne commodilie, yea 
ra h r for the commoditie of the Queenes Maieftie and the wiiole Realine, 
hort you and put you in remembraunce (although I may herein feme 
to put the fpurres to a rannyng horfe, as fjuth the Prouerbe) fo to regard 
hym and efleme hym and his faythfiiU, true, and palnefull femice towarde 
you, that he maye thereby be further encouraged, and not difcouraged, 
eyther for lacke of marotenaunce, or other wyfe by the ininrious aJfaulles 
of fuch his enemies, as onely his vertues and exeellencie haue moued to 
beare hym difpleafure, as enuye doth euer folowe vertue, as faith the 
Latine Prouerbe, Virtutt i-omes iniiidia. And howe true a fentence this is, 
IS well verified by the faying of a certayne Philofophet (whofe name I do 
not remember) who hearynge one vaynely reioyce that he had no enemies, 
aunfwered that that was a token he hadde done lyttle good ; Meanyng 
thereby (as dayly experience proueth) that yf he had excelled in any vertue, 
he coulde not haue lacked fome enemies. And hauyng here touched to 
fpeake of enuye, I remember that when I was a yonge fcoler, I haue read 
in the Poet Hefiodus of two kyndes of enuye, whereof the one is called 
Inuidia, and the other Aemuiatio, which is more lollerable then the fyrfte, 
for that it is ioyned with fome vertue, and ennyeth that anye ihoulde excell 
hym in any excellent qualitie that he profeffeth. But forafmuch as this 
enuy of emulation proceadeth of fome finguler vertue of them that are fo 
maliced, they maye herein reioyce, (hat they Ihall ener haue a hundreth 
frendes for one encmie : yea and although they hadde none, yet is vertue 
a rewarde to it felfe, and to be embiafed for it felfe onelye, as the Philo- 
fophers afRrme. What then ihall we fay to fuch, as forgettyng this rewarde 
of vertue, do not onely [not] fauour, but mther hynder the preferment and 
mayntenaunce of fuch experte men, more eltemyng certayne Fylhermen 
that go a trawlyng for fylhe in Catches or mongers, and dradgies for Oyflers 
about the fandes, betwene the South furlande and Wynterton nelTe, and the 
fandes about Temmes mouth, then ihey do fuche excellent Pyloles as are 
able without any Rutter or Carde of Nauigation, not onlye to attempte 
longe and farre viages, but alfo to difcouer vnlinowen landes and Ilandes, 
as haue doone of late yeares many excellent men, to the great honour and 
enrychyng of their Piynce and countrye. But as touching Steuen A Bur- 
rough, the chiefe Pylote of yout yiagies of difcouery, it may hereby well 
appeare yat he is neyther malicious nor enuious of his arte and fcience, in 
that he defireth ye fame for the common profite to be commen to al men ; 
And for the fame intent was the fyril that moued certen worlhypfull of your 
company, as Syr William Garrerd, Maifter William Mericke, MaifterBlafe 
Sanders, and Maifter Edwarde Caftlen, to haue this worhe tranflated into 
th Englifh tongue. Who of their own good nature fauouryng al vertuons 

II es and the profeffours of the fame, did fone incline to his honefl requefl 
h n : and therewith not only defired me, but alfo with liberall rewarde 

rteined me, to take in hande the tranllation. Whiehe being nowe 
fi Ihed as well as my poore leamyng may perfourme, I defyre your honours 

1 worlhyppes, to accepte in as good parte as I haue ment herein to 
g fie you, and doe fuche feraice as my abilitie may fufliee. Nowe ther- 
f this worke of the art of Nauigation, beyng publylhed in our vulgar 

gue, you may be affured to haue more ftore of Ikylful Pilotes. Filotes 
(I f le) not Piroltes, Rulers, not Rouers, but fuche as by their honeft 
b uoui and conditions ioyned with arte and experience, may doe you 
h ft and true feruice : whiehe is not to be looked for of fuche as beynge 

I ft ute as well of the feare of God as of all moral vertues, fuperbounde in 

II otorious vyces, accoumpting defperatneffe for boldnelfe, tanmeffe for 
h d neffe, impudencie for ftoutnefle, and crueltie for manhod. What other 
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ihyng (I faye) in to bee looked for of fuclie, then of fuclie treei fuch fniites, 
£t mali corui malum oiium. But for as muelie :is Ihefe haue no place 
. appointed them in the bodie of our common wealth, whiche we haue here 
before compared to the members of the bodie of nian ; therefore are they 
no otherwyfe to be eftemed then as excremeiites of the bodye, lo whom 
nature hath appointed no place in the fame, but laboureth contiiiuallye to 
cad them forth dyuers wayes, leafle by tlieyr filihyneffe Ihey lliould iofecte 
the other members, cuen as the pompe of the (hyppe if it be not auoyded, 
is noyous to the (hippe and all that are therein. But the wyfe and honeft 
Pylot, fyrft hauyng before hu eyes Ihe feare of God, and puttync his chief 
trull in liym, Ihall fecondarely truH to his arte and feience, without any 
fuche vayne obferuations as tlie fuperilitious Ilorofcopers (Afliologiers I 
meane, and not Aftronomers) are accuftomed to vfe in the elections of 
houres, lymes, and dayes, by conftellaiions and afpectes of the Starres and 
Planetes, as many fonde menne haue doone, thynltynge thereby to haue 
efcaped fuche daungers, as they haue thereby the rather fallen into, Ihroughe 
contempte of arte and feience by folyfhe confidence in fuperilitious Aftro- 
logie ; which for the vanitie and vncertaintie thereof, the ryght worfhyp- 
full and of fingular leamynge in all fciences, Syr Thomas Smyt my 

tyme the floure of the Vniuerfitie of Cambridge, and fometyme my f 
was accuflomed to call Ingeniofijpmam artem menlUndi. {That is) th m ile 
ingenious arte of lyinge. Omitting therefore the fuperilitious and ph 
tlicall obferuations of the iudicials of Aftrolc^ie, it Ihalbe better and m 
nccefTary for all Pylotes that defyre to eicelle in theyr profefTion, ra 

and obferue the principles of thys boolte, whereby they may ha u h 
knowledge of the Sphere, as may iiiftructe them the makynge and 
dyuers goodly Allronomicall Inllnimentes pertejninge to the arte N u 
gallon, by knowledge of the mouynges of the Sunne and Moone n h 
Spheres, and the other Planetes and fixte Starres : thereby to attayne to 
the true knowledge of houres, lymes and tydes, with the variatio 
Compaffe, and many other goodly naturall obferuations of w rs 
lenipeftes, and calmes, by certain infaileable fygnes and tokens of t 
very necefTaty to be obferued. And this by the true principles o All 
nomie and not of AUrolf^e. And this is the true Aflronomie 
the Diuine Phllofopher I'hUo hathe wrytten fo dluine a fenten ha 
I haue thoughte the feme here worthy to be alleaged, tliat by the 
ritie of fu famous an aucthour, we maye knowe what is true Aft m 
with the vfe and commoditie Iherof. Therfore in his boote in 
Tlmeus vel De Nalura, thefe are his wordes. Eenan aataii op 
cuptitianem, nobis ocuU attnhrunt. Nam ksc qtiis de muado di/fiu 
Hunjiiam iiUKota fuijfent, ft iiequs /ydera, neque Sol, neque Calum 
potuiffet. Co^ith vero did as noctis, ab oailis orta, fecit vi dimeitfiaiie qtu 
menfaim annorumqite ambitus mdiremur, tempus cegnqfcereiniis, ac 
nalurte ordinemfcrutaremur. Quibus ex rebus, philofopkiam adept f us 
That is to faye. Our eyes haue brought vnto vs (he knowledge m ft 
excellent thinges. For what fo euer is difputed of the worlde, h 
bei!e iiiuented, yf neither the Starres, neither the Sunne, neither ea 
coulde haue bene feenc. For (he knowledge of the daye and g 
takyiig beginning at ye eyes, caufed vs as it were by certen lim 
boundes to nieafure the cireoites of monethes and yeares, wherby w cam 
to the knowledge of tymes and the order of vniuerfall nature. An 
alfo we obteyned the knowledge of Philofophie, &c. And thus 
auctboiitie of Diuine Plato (whome for hys excellencie Ciiero called D 
Philefcpherum (that is) the God of Philofophers) we maye vnderftan 
the tme Aflronomie, is the peifecle knowledge of the miraculous n 
of ye Planetes, Starres, and heauens (and efpecially of the Su 
Moone) whereby is caufed the varietie of times and dyneriitie of 
rail thynges, by naturall caufes : as by the qualities of Elementes, as 
eoide, moyfte and drye, whyche are augmented or dymynylhed by m 
or lelfe influence of thefe twoo Luminaries, as they comme neajer vn 
at fome lymes, or depart further from vs at other tymes, with diuers m 
in diuers clunales whiche caufeth not onely varietie of tymes in ry 
climates, but alfo the varietie of diuers complesions, formes, and 
tions of all creatures vnder the face of heauen, none other acciden 
tyngent, voluntarie or violent cauCe to the contrarie cotwithfc g 
And this is it that Plato meanelh by Ihofe wordes. Vt tempus eognoj 
ac vniiierfis itatiirtc ordiiifiii, &'c. That is, to knowe the tymes and 
fall order of nalurc. And doubtlefTe, who fo well confidereth the m ru 
lous effeeles lliat are caufed, efpecially by the variable mouing of th 



in the Zodiac, muft needes acknowledge it to be tlie chiefe iiifiniment and 
meane that God vfeth in the generation, perferaation, and alteration of all 
creatures that are conteyned in the worlde of generalion and cormplion. 
And for this confideration, certen of the auncient Philofophers called it the 
foule of the worlde .■ Other the eye, and other alfo the heart of the worlde. 
Plato alfo alBrmeth that the foule of the worlde is in the Sunne : And that 
all other liuing thynges, receyue lyfe from hence. And hereof commeth 
thefayingeofthePhilofopher, ^n/rf^tfmoiwar)vi;;/&)B;/;i<?M(: (that is) the 
Sunne and man, begelte man. And therefore (as wryteth Marcilms 
Ficiiuis) of all Idolaters they are mofl toUerable that honour the Sunne for 
God. The whiche although it bee not, yet vndoubtedlye are his effeeles 
fo greate and wonderful! in this inferiour worlde, that it may feme in niancr 
to be Gods Viceregent, Lieftenant and Viceroy in al the woorkes of nature, 
exceple where and when it pleafeth hym in any thyng myraculuulls'e, 
otherwyfe then by the common order and courte of nature, lo cominaunde 
the conlrarie. 

And yfit may not be tedious vnto you (ryght honorable and wo rlliypfHll) 

it Ihalbe a pleafure vnto me, for the belter declaracion hereof, to make a 

b efe difcouife of the marueilous and ftraunge efiectes that are caufed by 

he b nne; whiche perhappesfewe haue done, otherwyfe then difpearfedlj 

h and there, as occafion hath ferued. Fyrft Iherfore let vs coniider whit 

h h done ouer the Equinoctiall line, and vnder both ihe poles at one 

nftan yet diuerfely and contrarely the one to ihe other. For fo hath tile 

nhn wyfedome of the greate God of nature, the fupreme Architecture u( 

h n erfall worlde, difpofed all thynges in fuch perfecte order, that lo 

m hat are vnder the Equinoctiall, and haue theyr Horizon palTyng by 

h o Poles, the daye is of xii. houres and the nyght as much, and iheyr 

a fo is deuyded into. xii. monethes : But they that dwell iu(t and 

perpendiculerly vnder our pole and that haue their Horiion palTyng ouer 

h monethes. That is to iaye : bcgyn- 

n„ m h when the Sunne commelli ouer Ihe 

H Te vnder the fame at the lenlli of 

S A yght of fyxe monethes liaue lli[e] 

es th A art whofe yeare ((hat is to faye, al! 

m the MI fignes of the Zodiac) is 

m fhed in nyght A thyng doubtlelTe niofte 

an m ru , « hen we haue Sommer, they (hat 

P f fyj.e monethes, and they of the 

p rary P th ght of the fame length. Agayne, 

wh vj ur Pole is the nyght of the fayde 

m h po Pole, is the day of the fame length. 

If as rf hen we haue the night, (hey haue 

A ry yf w haue the day, they haue the night. 

Th h ch although zt be fo longe and of fo great fpace of tyme, yet is it 

inuallye obfcured with davkeneffe. For the Sunne maketh his 

m fuch order, that th[e]inhabitauntes of that parte, lyiie not durynye 

e altogether in darkeneffes, as Moles lyue vnder the grounde, but 

as creatures that lyue vpon the globe and face of the earth, Ihey haue 

ght as, maye fulfice to fuflayne and mayntayne theyr lyfe. For Ihe 

bod tlie Sunne dedinelh no more eyther beneath the Equinoctiall line, 

boue the fame line (which is the Horizon to both the Poles) than. 

egrees: That is to faye, no lower or hygher then tlie Trop ikes, whiche 

more then sj. degrees or there about from the layde Equinoctiall 

ha heyr Horizon, as is aforefayde. And yet in thefe 23. degrees he 

m not his courfe by the oppofite Diameter, but goeth continually 

bout in circuite : fo that his beames reueiberatyng heauen, rcpre- 

he a maner of lyght, as we haue in Sommer two houres before the 

un yfe. And this example which we haue taken of the diucrfitie of 

H 2ons of the Equinoctiall and vnder the two Poles, is to demonftrale 

m meylous effecte that the Sunne maketh departyng (from the. xlL 

f Ihe Equinoctiall (that is to fay, from Aries lo Libra) and commyng 

and lyltle, illnminatyng the globe of the earth, and fo reduceyng the 

■di. monethes, into one onely day and one n)^ht, as is fayde before. 

he infinite varietie of the which courfe, fometyme wiUi long lUyes 

metyme with fhorle, all the inhabitaunles of the worlde are tourmcd 

potid of fuche complexion and ftreiigth of body, thai euery of them 

portionate to the Climate affigned vnto them, be it nolle or ciJde r 

A y dwel and abyde there, as in theyr naluial place and tempcr.imcnt, 

la nlyng or defyryng to dwell elfwhere, fo grcle a loue rcflclh iu 
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llieni to their natiiia fituation. But not to departe from the vyage whiclie 
il'e Sunue makcth in one whole ycare, as fometyme approchyng neare vnto 
va, and fometyme departyng from vs. I (aye that at one felfe fame tyme 
in dyuers paries vpon the rounde globe of the earth, it caufeth the Spryng, 
Sommer, Aulumne, and Wynler. And neuertheleffe at the fame inilant 
andpntict of time it maketh day and high noone b one place, and n^ht and 
my(!n)^ht on the oppofite part. The which varietie although it appeare 
incomprehenfible lo the JlendemefTe of out wyttes, yet beholdynge the fame 
with the eyes of vnderflandyng, and Iherwith eonfideryng the yneftimable 
moiiyng that the Sunne maketh continually, we ftiall fynde it to he true, 
hanyng lefpecte to the dyuers fitualions of the earth, as it is continuallye 
illuminate more or lelTe by the Sunnc. And this varietie is made with fuch 
!i, Harmonye and confonancie, and fuch a lawe perpetuall and immutable, 
that yfanypoynt orpricke theroflhouldefayle, it is to he doubted leaft the 
elemenles lliould he confounded together, and retume to their fyrfl Chaos. 
And to haue Clyde thus muche of the wonderfnll effecles of the courfe of 
the Sunne, it maye fuffice for an example to proue howe neceffary a thyng 
it is, not onlye for all Pilottes and Sea men to haue the knowledge hereof, 
but alfo for all other such as (hall attempt great and farre viagies in vnknowen 
landes and ftraunge countryes, as dyd of late matter Jenkynfon a worlhye 
gentleman, fetle foorth by yoD and mainteyned at your charges, more lyke 
an AmbalTatoure fente from anye Prince or Emperour, then from a com- 
panye of marchaunt men. Wiierein, what commendation you haue defer- 
ued, to the encreafe of your perpetual &me and honour, I referre it to that 
I haue fayde before. And as touching mailer lenkynfon, what Irauayles, 
paynes, and daungers he hath fufieyned, and hardely efcaped, and what 
diligence and arte he hath vfed in the fearching of ftraunge counlryes, and 
in the defcription of thofe his viages, it were bat b vayne for me lo wryte 
much vnto you, vnto whom the lame is better knowen then to me. And 
therfore to conclude, with rendring mft commendations both vnto you 
and him, I can fay no more, but as Plato wryteth m his boolte De Legibus. 
Deceits eft ens dues laiidibu! eriiare, qtii corp>ris vel animi vhibus, resarduas 
preclarafqiie gefieruni, et legibus Ubenter faraenint. That is to fay ; It is 
decent to commende Ihofe Cllifens that by Iheyr itiduttry of bodye or 
mynde, haue done greate affayres, and hatie willingly obeyed good lawes. 
And Ihuseftfonesdefyryngyour Honours and Worlhyppes to accept 
ill good parte whatfoeuer I haue faide of good wyll and affection 
towarde you and your proceadynges, and with your Ihielde 
of luftice and auctorilie, to defende me agaynlle the 
affauites of fuch as are enemies to verlue, and cap- 
tious of oilier mens doinges; Irelleatyourconi- 
maniidement lo the vtlermofl of my powr e, 
lo do you what feruice I maye. 
1562. March 1. JohnTaLsnier, Doctor of Laws [4 at Ath, in Brabant], 
a wnler m astrology and chiromancy, publishes at 
Cologne a tract, De italura magjielis el ejus effectibus. 
(Iraesse, in liis Tnsar, states that it is a gross plagiary from Fellegrine 
de Maricouifs De MagrttU, pnnled m Augu'Jt 1558. 
J562. The Civd Wars in France begin by the unpremeditated 

massacre of Hugenots at Vassy by the Duke of Guise. 

1562. Eden's wife is apparently dead, and he himself 

residing in the house of a friend ; when the following 

Aug. 1. letter was written. It is manifestly addressed to Sir W. 

Cecil, who was brother-in-law to Sir John Cheke. Both 

Ihe writer and the Secretary of Slate were now about forty-two years of age. 

Apparently Eden was to receive ^^zo [ = ;i'i5o huo.] as an earnest penny 

for a translation of Plmy inlo English. 

SHE only fearcher of mens harles the etemall god I take to 
wytneffe (right Honorable) that neuer the greefes of adueife 
fortune (wherofl haue had myparte),dydfo muche proHrate 
my mynde and pearce my harle with forowes, as the vnder- 
ilonding of your honours fauonr and goodneffe towarde me in 
your lately ernefttravaile in my behalfe(as I was informed by the Matter of 
Savie) bathe reioifed me and revived my Difcouragied fpirites, heretofore no 
leffe languyOhed for lacke of fuchea Patrone, then nowe encouragied by the 
fauouro of fuche a Macenas, as I haue iullcaufeto name your honoure, fyth 
only the refpecte of fuche vertues as it bathe pleafed you lo tliinke commend 
able in nie, hath moved your Honour not only in maner lo fecme earefull for 



rae howe I maye hereafler with quietnefle fpende my lyrae in ftudie (as is my 
moll delire) but alfo to be more emell in lolowing the fame, then I might 
without prefumpliou demannde, and mnche leffe without defertes dequire. 
As touehinge the which matter (right Honorable) as it was no parte of my 
dluife, but fuche as the Mafler of Savoy had then in hande as 1 fuppofe no 
leffe to pleafure hym felfe and his frende then for xxli Iherof to be lotted 
to me for an earaeft penye to bf^ynne the booke (as he faith), Even fo 
am I right forie thai for fo fmaule a matter, and not fo favorable a fate as 
I wolde have wyflhed, not only your Honour hathe taken fuche paynes, 
hut that alfo fuche contention is ryfen therof hetwene the Mailer of Sauoy 
and Mailer Bapiifl of the privie chamber, that by reafon Iheixif the pardon 
being ileyed be your Honour, the younge gentleman his kynfman (as he 
hathe informed me) is in Daungiour of his lyfe. But vnder your honours 
fauour to fpeake playnelye as I thlnke, I fuppofe that here Aliqaid lalet 
quod lion apparel, ffor as this fute for dyuers eonfyderations at the firll 
dyd not greatly like me, yet perceauing his emeftneffe iherin for the fafe- 
garde of his kinfmans life and gratifying his frendes, I no leffe willing 
therin to do hym pleafure alfo, was well contented to affent to his requeft, 
and to (lande to his appoynlment, not fufpecling his frendelhippe, but 
raiher commending his wyfdome, fo to doo for his frende as therwith not 
lo forget hym felfe, quia nSkUfapii quifibi nonfapll. Ent if at that (yme, 
I might fo boldeiye haue prefumed vppon your honours faiiour, as by your 
cmeflncffe in my behalfe I nowe perceaue I might haue doonne, 1 wolde 
haue moued your Honour of an honefter fute (for a leafe (o he had at the 
qucenes handes) ivherof I made hym priuie, and was longe fenfe fo mynded 
to haue doonne, but that he Deterred me ftome the fame, alleaging cerlen 
commifTionars to haue the Doinges therof, and that therfore no fuche (hing 
might he had at her Maieilies handes ; Albeif, I haue fythens hard of 
Dyvers that haue obteyned the like. Notwithflonding (as in my former 
letters I wrotte to your Honour) my meaning is, fo to move your Honour 
hereof, as neyther to be an importunate fnter; or olherwyfe to thinke the 
fame to be folowed, then (hall feeme good vnto your Honour, vnto whol^e] 
vidll I fubmifte my felfe in ail thinges; Only putting yonr Honour in re- 
memberaunce of the commodious place and tyme that I nowe enioye for tliat 
purpofe ; for the contynnance whetof, I was a futer vnto your Honour for 
your letters vnlo the gentleman my frende in whofe house I yet remayne. 
Who alfo being one thai fauoureth learninge, and my greate frende, and no 
leffe gladde to further fo good a purpofe, is well willing the rather to my 
vfe, to departe frome a piece of his eommoditie, In fuche forte as appeareth 
by the byll herein inclofed. Wherof, further lo adiiertyfe your Honour if 
you (hall fo Ihinke it convenient, he will hym felfe repayre vnlo your Honour 
to glue you perfecte informacon of all thinges as tonching the fame. 

And wheras the Mailer of Savoye lolde me (hat your Honour fum- 
what Doubled that Ihe booke coulde not be tranllaled inlo Ihe Englyfihe 
loonge, I afiiire you Honour that this I Dare faye without arrc^ancie, that 
to tranllate the variable hidorie of Plmle into our toonge, I wolde he 
alhamed lo borowe fo muche of the Latine as he Dolhe of the Greke, 
althowgh the Latine toonge be accompted ryche, and the Englyfihe indigent 
and barbarous, as it hathe byn in tyme pad, muche more then it nowe is, 
before it was enriched and amplyfied by fundty bookes in manner of all 
artes tranflated owt of Laline and other toonges bto Englyfihe. And it 
Ls not vnknonen vnto your Honour that the Latins receiving bothe (he 
fcience of philosophic and phifike of ihe Grekes, Do dill for the moll parte 
in all ther irandacions vfe the Greke names, in fo muche that for the 
better vnderllondyng of them, one OUo Bj-umfelfius, a learned man, hathe 
writen a large booke Intiteled Onemafiieon medians, where he hathe thefe 
woordes. Kes ip/as, atqueartiuni vocabula,/cite, appofiU, defiptalaque efferre, 
aiqueadPolydetire^lam(q«odaiiitU)exprimtre, res eft tioa minus difficilii 
quam gloric/a. Quo, nullum ftudii gmus, malori conftat mohjlia. Id quod 
in eaufa effe rear, quod hodie lam pauci in ea palaftra fe/e exerceant etc. 
Agen, it is not vnknowen vnto your Honour that ons all toonges were 
barbarous and needle, before the knowleage of thinges browght in plentie 
of woordes and names. Wherby it maye well appeare that men m Ihe 
firft age of the worlde, had a (horte language, confitlingn offewe woordes: 
which euer after increafed by the knowleage and inuenlion of thinges. 
Esercife alfo maketh fuche woordes familier, which at the lirft were 
Difficulle to he vndeitlode. ffor children at the firft (as faithe Ariftolle) 
eaule all men fathers. But Ihortely after by exercife, caule them by there 
names. And I haue learned by experience, that the maryners vfe manye 
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Englyfrlie v. loi Ics wliiJi wtre t \iiknf\ien \Mo me is the Chaldean 
toonge bef )re I was Lonuerfant « ith them. It maye theribie fuftiee Ihat 
the woordes and tetmes of artes ind ftiences be knowen to the piofeffour- 
tlierof, as partely by e\penence, and pirtely by the lielpe of dictionaries 
defcribing them /Ir propnum, gi-'iiis, el diffc entiam, as the It^Ltnns 
teache, and as Geoi^ms A^iala \fc:th lo do uk the Gennanye toon|,e 
which as weE m that parte of philofophie as iii all other, «:is barbarous 
and indigent before it was by longe expenence bro»ght to perfection 
But not lo trouble jour Honour any longer with this mitter, on" thmge 
remayneth wherof I wolde gladlye haue certified jour Honour at my lad 
being at the courts at Grenewich, if I might haue had conuenient acceffe 
vnlo you. And this is. That perceauinge your Honour to take pleafiire 
in the wonderful woorkes of arte and nature (wherin doubtleile fhyneth the 
fparke of the diuine Spirite that god halhe gyuen you) I was then mjnded 
to Iia[ue] delyueied vnto your Honour this philofophtcall hooke, whe[r]in 
is defcribed (as appeareth in folio, ii.) fo excellent and precious an eiperi 
ment, wrought by arte to the fjmilitude of the vniuerfall frame of the worlde 
matle by the omnipotent and greate God of nature, that I beleue the like 
was neuer doonne fynfe the creacion of the worlde. And maye Iherfore in 
my iudgement, more woorthely be cauled Mkla ocofmos, then eyther man 
or any other creature that euer was made of corporall fiibftanee. Aag lus 
PolUiaaas in his epiftells, defcribefh an inftrument cauled Auloviateii niade 
in liis tyme in the citie of Fflorence, obfeming the exaete mouingof /yjM«;« 
Mobilt and Octaua Sfhara, with alfo the mouinges of the 7 planetes in there 
fpberes, in all poyntes agreable lo there mouing in tlie heauen. Of the 
Uke inftrument alfo, our Roger Bacon wrotte longe before in his booke De 
Mirabili poteftaie arth el iiatum, where he writeth in this maner. Maius 
emnium figaraiionttm el reruin ^guralariiin eji vl CiEkftia d^fcriba-enlur 
feeuitdum /uas longilNiiiiies lot udne fi<mra corparali, qua mouaitur 
airforaliler viBlu diumo. h ha va I R gnim hoiiUiii/apienti de. The 
which mftrumente doubtleffe a ho gh be of a diuine inuention ; yet 
dothe this Michroeo/mos fo fa fu n n is nature pafTeth arte, and as 
Matus amniali! pafleth Mo is lost f as (he other is moued only by 
waight or wynde inclofed as fe n n ockes and ot^ans) fo is this 
moued by the fame Spirite of h by no only the heauen, but alfo all 

nature is moued ! whofe mo e god byn fclfe as faith S. Paule : Ifi/us 
eft in quo vlvimus, vwuemu f A a fo Ariftotle, Plato, and Philo, 

in there bookes De Mund do affi ra And cfpecially Marcus Manilius 
itt AJironomUis ad Augujhin C n « wn ng thus : 

Hoc opus immenfi conjiructum corpore Mundi, 

Mei/i&raqli£ nature diuer/a condila Jornta, 

jEris alque ignis, Tirra, pelagiquc iaecnlis. 

Vis aniaiiz diuina regit : Sacroque meatu 

Confpiral Deus, et lacita ralione guiernal, elc. 

j^re Ubratum vacua, quifajliiut orhan. Hem Lucanus 

Totiiispars mag7ius louis. 

And wheras the auloure that defcribeth tliis Michrocofmos affirmelh Ihat 

Ihe Chaos therof, is Materia Lapidis PkUoJophorum (which is alfo Chaos, vel 

Ouum, vel prima Materia Mundi maisris) it teemeth to agre with that 

Cornelius Agiippa hathe written in his feconde booke De Occulta pkilo- 

fopMa, in Scaia Vnitatis, where he wryteth thus ; Lapis philq/bphorum cjl 

vnum /ubiectum et injlmineiilum omnium virtutuin uaturatiura et Iran/- 

naturalium etc. And that this greate and diuine fecreate of this Miehro- 

cofmos maye not feeme incredible vnto your Honour, I allure you that I 

that am Minimtis Philo/ophorunt, dyd long fenfe (as I haue to wylnefle Mr 

Thomas Whalley, tli[elelder foonne of Mr Richard Whilley) woorke a 

fecreate practife fumwhat Uke vnto this, in maner as foloweth. I diffolued 

two fubftances in two waters. Then I piU the waters togyther in a glalTe, 

fulfering them fo lo remayne for a tyme. Then I ftilled of]|t] the water 

fronie the roaife or Chaos lefte of them bolhe. And put it on ageyn. And fo 

dyd dyuers tyiiies. In fine, the maffe being diffolued in ihe water, I let it 

reft all night in a Coulde place. In the morning, I founde fwymming on 

the water and in the inyddefl; therof, a little rounde Hand as brode as [a] 

riall or fumwhat more, with at the leaft a hundreth fyluer trees abowt an 

ynche high, fo perfectly formed with trunkes, ftalkes, and leaves, all of 

moft pure and glyftering fyluer, that I fuppofe no lymne[r] or paynler is 

able to conterfecte the like. Then Ihaking the glaHe, all fell in pieces into 

the water, and fille[d] it with glyftering fparkes, as the firmenient Ihyneth 

w[ith] ftarrei in a cleaie wynter nyght. Then putting the glafle lo a fofte 



fjie vppon warme aflhes, all turned f^en into cleare water, which agen 
being put in a colde place all night, made an Hand with the like ( ees as 
before What this wolde haue byn in fine, god knoweth, and not I. But 
of this I am fure, that if the floure of learning of our tyme and fumtyme 
Tutor and brother in lawe vnto your Honour Mr [i.e., Sirjohit] Cheekci 
Iiad feene any of thefe two fecreates, he wolde greatly haue reioyfed : As [ 
know e the diuine fparke of knowleagc that is in your Honour partelyceceaved 
of hjm, will move you to doo the like, fyiheto a philofophicall and vertuous 
man there is nothing fo delectable as to beholde the infinite poure and 
wyfdome of God in his creatures, in the which, his deitie is not only vifible, 
but m maner palpable, as fum philofophers haue written. And as touching 
thefe matters, I haue red a mamelous fentence in an olde written booke 
where thefe woordes are ivritlen : Qui potcjifacere Mcdiam nalurain, pokjt 
cieiic Muados nouos. But to difcourfe of this oracle, or to interprete tlie 
liime It were to mucbe to molell your Honour therewith : and an aigument 
mui-he meeter for a feconde Socrates then for me. And of thefe fecreates, 
writeth Roger Bacon in Iiis booke before alleaged, where he halhe thefe 
woordes Mulia/unt archana admiranda iit operibtis arlis et iiaturte: Qu/e 
licet multatn vtililatem nan hadeanl {haienl vera }Haxim\am'\ vt /apientitus 
co^ Hitum eft) taiMtt /pettaeuluiii iiwffabile fapientia pr^ieni el psffunt 
applicart ad firobatieTiem emnium accultarum quiius vulgus Inexpertuvi 
contradicit, et indiiat fieri per opera Dmmoniorum, etc. 

And thus moft humbly dcTyring your Honour lo pardon myboldnefTe in 
wi ting vnto you, and according vnto your accuftomed clemencie to accept 
in good parte this my prefuniptuous atlempte which only the lone I beare 
to your vertues hath moued me vnto, my truft is that thefe thinges ihail 
not be all togyther vnpleafaunt vnto your Honour otherwyfe occupied in 
greate aflayres bothe in the courte and common wealthe, as was Plato with 
King Dyottifius, Ariftotle with greate Alexander, and Cicero Senator and 
Conful of Rome. The etemall God and immortall mover of the greate 
worlde and the lelTe, preierue your Honour in healthe and profpeiitie. 

Ffrorae the ffolde byfyde Barnet. llie firft of AugulL 1562. 
Moft bowndc to your Honour. 

RicHARDE Eden. 

Sententia Hippocratis. — In/ecretis et iiccultis,/ccretus et accultus efta. 
Endorsed — Primo Augufti. 1562. Richard Eden. 

Lands. MS. lOI, art. 5. 
The advancement which Eden sought, came almost immediately after he 
wrote this letter .- but it is sad to know, that it ultimately ruined him both 
in health and fortune, and brought him to a premature grave. 

We must now intro<luce a celebrated historical personage, with whose 
wanderings and trials Eden's life was for the next ten years indissolubly 
identitied ; and in the narration of which, we shall be telling the story of 
our Author's life during the period he was on the Continent, In doing 
which, we thankfully acknowledge our obligations lo the Vie de jfean dt 
Ferriires, Vidaiiie de Charlres, Seigneur de Maligny, by a Member [Count 
L. de Bastard] of the Historical and Natural Science Society of the 
Yonne. 170 copies only of which, were printed at Auxerre in 1858. 

A Vidame was originally the principal lay officer of a bishop. In 
France, however, only five bishops had such an officer, vi:., those of 
Rheims, Amiens, Mans, Laon, and Chartres ; Ic^ether with certain 
Abbeys. In process of time, however, it became a mere hereditary title [ 
dependent for its renown on the person who held it and the wealth where- 
of he was possessed. 

JsAN DE FERKliRES, disinherited by his father, Frantois de Feriieres, 
in 1540; became Seigneur de Maligny in 1544; went to Rome in the 
embassy of M. de Urfc in 1549 j accompanied the then Vidame, Francois 
de Vendome, to the relief of the Siege of Meti in 1553 ; and went to 
Piedmont in 1557. Francois de Vendome having died on 22d December 
1560 ! the Seigneur of Maligny then became Vidame of Chartres; and 
thereby immensely rich, if he could have enjoyed his own in peace. But 
not daring to administer to his vast estate in person, for fear of attracting 
the allention of his enemies to il ; his sister Beraude, by secret t^reement 
with him, presented herself as the sole heir to Francois de Vendome. 

On the breaking out of the Civil Wars, Conde sent the new Vidame 
(whose riches gave him great influence among the Protestant party) over to 
England, with the Seigneur de Saint Aubin, to induce Ehzabelh lo join 
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in so holy and just a qnatrel. Being joined by La Haye, tliey finally 
arrived in England about isth August 1562 ; and after many secret con- 
ferences, the Treaty of Hampton Court was signed by them, on 20th Sep- 
tember following. Co'l. MS. Cal. E. V. f. 113, is a copy of this Treaty 
bearing the signature of the Vidame. 

At this moment, Eden, 'h'Tiq was an excellent linguist, entered the service 
of the Vidame. Time pressed. 3000 men under Sir Adrian Poynings, and 
with them the Vidame and Eden, left Portsmouth on zd October, and 
wore in Havre on the 4th : the majority of them to be killed, or die of 
the plague by the 29th of July following, when Havre was surrendered to 
the French. Such as survived brought with them to England, the plague 
which they had there caught. 

In the meantime, the Civil Wars had been stopped by the Edict of the 
Pacification of Ambois on 19th March 1563, 

All the goods of the Vidame were pronounced confiscated, under 
pretence that he had brought the English into Havre. The French Court, 
while in progress after the Pacification, reached Troyes on the 23d March 
1 564 ! when the Vidame [and Eden] joined on the 8lh April the Prince de 
Conde there, and received a simulated welcome from Charles IX. and 
Catherine de Medecis. Leaving the Court at Vitiy on 27th April, he 
rejoined Cond^, at Paris ; where he appears to have chielly resided for 
the next two or three years. 

Eden states below, and at p. xlvii., thai he had been in Germany, and, among 
other places, at Slrasbut^. He probably accompanied the Vidame there. 

A fresh rising of the Protestants occurred on 27th September 1567, when 
they nearly captured by a coup de main the entire French Court. Then 
came the Battle of St, Denis on 10th November, and the Pacilication of 
Longjumeau on the 23d March 1568, 

The Vidame and his newly married wife (Francoise Joubert, widow of 
Ch. Chabot) and suite [including, it is presumed, Eden] arrived on the 
Cornish coast, on 28th April 1569; and after some delay, were allowed to 
come to London. The Vidame was received by the Queen, on l8th July, 
at Greenwich. On the 23d September 1569, he was burnt in effigy, for 
the second time within a year, on the Place de Crhii, at Paris, by an arrfit 
of the French Parliament 

In consequence of the Peace of St. Germain ; the Vidame, after about a 
year's stay in England, returned in October 1570, by Dieppe, to Paris 1 
where some of his servants being attacked in the street, he retires to Boubjge, 
in Poitou. In February 1572, he was at La Ferte, on private atfairs. 

Soon afterwards he returned to Paris ; where he found all the chiefs of 
the Huguenot party lulled into a belief of perfect safety, through thrar trust 
in the King's word. He, however, did not trust the Court, and woold not 
residein the city, but in the Fanbourg of St. Germain. When questioned for 
the reason of this; he replied 'that the air of the Faubourgs was better than 
that of the City, and that of the fields better than that of the Faubourgs.' 

Maurevert, the assassin of the Count de Mouy, attempted the assassination 
of Admiral Colignyj but fails to kill him. Charles IX. had handlyleft the 
wounded Huguenot chief ; when the Vidame called on him, and let loose 
his indignation at the dastard cowardice of the act. 

On the next day, Saturday, 23d August, at a meeting of the Protestant 
chiefs at Coligny's house, the Vidame urged that the Admiral should be 
conveyed out of Paris ; and that the Protestants should quit the city : but 
he was overruled. 

That night, occurred the M.^ssacre of St, Bartholomew, com- 
mencing on the right bank of the Seine. The Vidame, his brother-in-law 
Jean de la Fin, and ten others [including probably Eden], who were living 
on the left bank of the river— warned by the firing — escaped for their lives, 
riding first to La Fert^. Hearing, however, that the Duke de Guise had 
sent the Sieur de St Leger to take them : they hurriedly left the Chateau, 
and— after some wandering up and down the country — managed to reach 
the coast ; where they found a ship, which carried them safely to England. 
The Vidame arrived in London on 7th September 1573. 
1573. Sept. The Vidame, in a very flowery letter, solicits of the 

Qneen, that Richard Eden, who had given him good 
and Sdthful companionship for the space of ten years, 
may be admitted one of the poor knights of Windsor, He also refers to 
his erudition, and the experience he had acquired in the secrets of Nature. 
He further encloses the three following aulographk memoranda; by the 
side of which, we have put an English translation :— 



Siplaceat snse Maiesiaticoncedere If it may please Her Majesty to 
Richardo Eden proximam vocation- grant to Richard Eden the next 
em Militum illorum, qui Winsori vacant place among the Knights, 
Milites Oratorij vocanlur, i Rege who are called the Knights of the 
Henrico 8° fundati. Oratory of Windsor, founded by 

King Heniy VIII. 



Richardus Eden natione Ang'us, 
ex honesta familia natus in agro 
Herfordensi, ubi adhuc sororeni habet 
viventem, sii;e Maiestati bene cogni 
tam, nempe uxorem equestns ordmis 
viri lohannis Butleri de Lamer A 
pueritia educatus in bonis litens, 
sluduit in Achademia Cantabngienei 
decern annis sub lutore doctissimo 
viro, domino Thoma Smyth, num. 
Secretario su^ Maiestati, qui de eius 
eruditione et morum integritale satis 

Deinde a serenissimo Rf^e Hen- 
rico Octavo ab acliademia vocatus, 
ipsius Regis mandato, in jCrano 
oflicium obtinuit, ubi usque ad 
mortem Regis, hoc est duobas annis, 
permansit \ qui etiam moriens illius 
non immemor assignavit ilh domus 
distillatoiii officium. Quod tamen 
Rege mortuo Sumerseti Dux illi 
concessit qui nunc fruitur. 









xiiij. annis xij. infa 

vel hac ratione videatur de patna 

bene meritus. 

Qui etiam tempore alitinot Rei- 
publicK utiles Itbros ex sermone 
Latino Italico Hispanico traduxit, 
quilypls impressi extant, ut Decades 
de Novo Orbe, liber iusli volnminus, 
vist. 600 foliorum ! ac deinde libnira 
de Arte Navigandi a Martino Cor- 
tesio in lingua Hispanica ad Carolum 
V. scriptum ; insuper ex Pyrotechnia 
Italica multa de rebus metallicis, quie 
antea in nostra lingua extitere. 

Tempore vero Mariie Reginze His- 
panomraquorundam nobiliura fauore, 
denuo in Regis Philippi ^Erarium 
electus : hereseosapudWintoniense 
Episcopum accusatus a Watsone Lin- 
colinensi Episcopo, oIEcio privatus 



Mortua vera uxore, ilHus fama ad 
illustrissimi Domini Vidami aares 
perveiut. Cum quo, quomodo his x. 
annis et amplius in Germania et 
Gallia vixerit in utraque fortuna. nee 
mercenarius nee desertor, et semper 
illi charissimus, ipsemet Domiuus 
Vidamus pro sua humanitate, veri- 
late testimonium feret A quo etiam 
mullis amplissimis munerlbus dona- 
tus, si tamen non ditatus nulla pro- 
fecto illustrissimi Domini incuria vel 



Righard Eden, an Englishman, 
bum of a respectable family in Here- 
fordshire, — where he still has a sister 
livmg well known to Her Majesty, 
bemg the wife of a knight, John 
Butler of Lamer, — was well educated 
as a boy, studied at Cambridge for 
ten years under that most learned 
man. Sir Thomas Smyth, now Her 
Majtst)'s Secretary [of State], who 
can testify to his erudition and blame- 
less character. 

Afterwards, being summoned from 
the University by the most serene 
King Henry VIII., he held, by his 
order, an office in the Treasury, 
where he remained for two years 
until the King's death ; who, when 
dy ng, did not forget him, but as- 
signed to him the office of ihe distil- 
ler) After the King's death, the 
Duke of Somerset granted the office 
to the i.resent holder. 

Afterwards he married, and in 
fourteen years begot twelve child- 
ren, so that for this reason also he 
seems to deserve well of his country. 

At this time he translated from the 
Latin, Italian, and Spanish several 
books useful to the Stale, which are 
still in print, as Decades de Nova Orbe, 
a book of good size, viz. six hundred 
folios; 3.-aA.^yitySs.DeArle Navigandi, 
written by Martin Cortes to Charles 
V. in Spanish ; and in addition many 
portions of Pyrotechnia Italica con- 
cerning metals ; which did not exist 
before in our language. 

In the time of Queen Mary, he 
was again placed in the Treasury 
of King Phillip, through the favour 
of certain Spanish nobles : but being 
accused of heresy before [Gardiner] 
the Bishop of Winchester by Watson, 
Bishop of Lincoln ; he was deprived 
of his office. 

After the death of his wife, his 
repute came to the ears of the most 
illustrious Lord the Vidame. How 
he lived [with him] for ten years 
and more in Germany and France, 
with varying fortune, neither a mer- 
cenary nor a deserter, and always 
most dear to him ; the Lord Vidame 
himself will kindly bear witness. 
From whom also he received many 
large gifts. And assuredly it is not 
through carele'isne^s or oblivion on 
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usa fuit, sed soln volu- 
CLV fdUHna culpa. 



o affeclus, et cor- 
poris in finnitate, cogitur peregri nanil i 
linem faceie ; nihil magis hB.betis in 
votis quam nt sua Maieslatla gratia, 
et fa.vore, possit tandem in palria 
honesib studiis et ReipublicK utili- 
bus vitam finirt Nulla vero magna- 
rum divitiarum, ant honoris ambjtione 
ilagrans solam vitani tranquUiam et 
studiis commodam exoplat. 

Deus optimus maximus suam Ciel- 
situdinem semper seriiet incolamen. 



llie part of his illustrious Lord, but 
only in consequence of changeful and 
ailverse fortune ; that he was not 

Now affected by age and bodily 
infirmity, he is obliged to make an 
end of wandtrlng ; desiring nothing 
more than, by Her Majesty's favour, 
to end his life in his own country, 
in honourable studies, and useful to 
the State. He has no amb 
for great riches or honour ; b 
desires a quiet life, suitable fo 

May God ever preserve H & 



Quandoquidem maxima parshomi- Since, indeed, the greater p 

nam non est semper melior pars, sed mankind is not aln-ays the b 

reperiuntur quamplures Ardeliones pari, but many busybodiesar d 

quibus nihil est magjs gratum quam who have no greater pleasu h 

ex quauis leuissiina occasione bonos in calumniating good men n h 

viros calumniari. Ideoque ut agni a most trifling occasions; t 

luporum faucibus in luto vivant, ne- that lambs may live safe f ra h 

cessum erit ut leonis animalinnj regis, jaws of wolves, they must b p 

hoc est, Regia autoritate tueanlur. tecled by the lion, the kingo b as 
—that is, protected by roya u h 

Who can at this prese,' time, in 

England, compound the aiti.iirable 

metaltis et mineralibus componere medicaments of Paracelsus from 

{qurecumAIchimiaaliquomodosym- metals and naineials (which are sym- 

bolizantur) nisi stalim ab ignaris et bolized by an alchymical method), 

calumniatoribus Alchimiie legibus witliout immediately incurring from 

prohibitie inftimiajn et periculnm in- igni^rant calumniators the infamy 

cuttat. Cui malo obuiando Prineipis and peiil of practising alcbmy, 

diploniatse opus erit Nee dubito which is prohibited by the laws. 

quin quum Brocardo multisque aliis To obviate this evil, a royal license 

peregri nis libcre perm ittitur ejtercere. is needed. Neither do I doubt that 

Idem mill! a:quiori iuditio Prineipis since it is jierraitted to Brocardus 

autoritate conccdatur. and many other foreigners freely to 

practise [the art]; that the same will, 

with more justice, be granted to me 

by the royal authority. — Slale Papers, 

Bern. Elie., Vol. 92, Na. 32, 

There were thirteen poor knights of Windsor, whose annual allowance 

was paid by the Dean of Windsor. It consisted of .^18 ; ss. in money ; 

a gown or coat of red cloth ; and a blue or purple cloth mantle with 

the badge of St. Geoige embroidered on the left sleeve. Eden's application 

does nol appear to have been successful.— See Tighe and Davis, Annals 

o/lVmdsqr/L 223. Ed. 1858. 

1573, Sir W. Winter is knighted this year— See Sjhanus 
Morgan's Sfhert 0/ Gmliy, Book 3, /. 14, Ed. 1661 

1574. Win- EdenwritesthefoUowingdedication to birW Wmter 
tertide. of his translation of John Taisner's book De juUura 

ma^dii, &•£., which he designed as a complement 
to a new edition of his previous translation of JIartin Cortes' Arte de 
Nauigar. Though written at this time, it did not appear m print for four 
or five years afterwards, in consequence of the successive deaths of Eden, 
Richard Jufge the printer, and his son John Jugge. 

The most important allusion in it is the account of Sebastian Cabot s 
death, the only one on record. 

A very neceffarie and profitable Booke conceminge Nauigation, 
compiled in Latin by loannes Taifnierus, a publike piofeffor in 
Rome, Ferraria, and other Vniuerfities in Italie of the Mathema- 
ficalles, named a treatife Of contiHuall molieiis. Trandatcd into 
Engliihe, by Richarde BJlen. 

Imprinted at London by Richarde Ju^, 



To the ryght isootjlijpfull Syr Wylliam Wyntir, A'nyght, Maijicr 
of the OrdiiiBWH-e of the Queenis Mail/lies SU'ippcs, and Sur- 
ticyor of the fayd Shippes, Richarde Eden -mx/heth health and 

is nowe about twelue yeeres pafte (gentle Maifler Wynter) 

fmce the cuctefie and fauour which long before I founde at 

your hande, mooned me no lelife for the good wyll that [ 

haue euer trarne you and your vertues, to escogitaie or 

deuife fomethyng, within the compaffe of my poore abilitie, 

that myght be a witnefTe, and as it were a feale, to teftifie both that I haue 

g tten your gentleneffe, and alfo how defyrous I am to pay the 

d b f frendefliyp which then I promifed you, and alfo attempted to 

e : But beyng at that tyme preuented, by meines of my fodayne 

p rt g out of Englande, with my good Lorde the Vidavie, with whom I 

m d for the fpace of (en yeeres, vntyll the calamities of that miferable 

y with lolte of goods, and danger of lyfe, hath dtyuen me home 

g nto my natiue countrey ; Where fyndyng my felfe at fome leyfurc, 

d d rous to paffe foorth parte of my tyme in fome honeft exercife, 

myght be ptofytable to many, domagable to none, and a meanes to 

g m lewe freendes, the olde in my fo long abfence, in maner vttetly 

fled I chaunced in the meane tyme, to meete with my olde acquayn- 

n ni freend, Richard lu^e. Printer to the Queenes Maiefiie, who 

h d m ' yeeres before, printed the Booke of Marten Curies, of the Art of 

N u g on, by me ttanHated out of Spanyfhe tongue. Whereof, hauyng 

wi h h fome conference, he declared that he wonlde prynt that booke 

ag yn yf I woulde take the paynes to deuife fome addition touchyng the 

m m ter, that myght be ioyned thereto. At whiche tyme, hauyng with 

n n h Latinetongue, thefe books here folowyng printed, whiche I brought 

with me out of Fraunce, I foone agreed to his honefl reqnefl, to tranflale 

them into Englyfhe : Whiche beyng accomplylhed, this onely remayned, 

accordyng to the common cuftome, to confecrate and dedicate the fame lo 

fome worthie perfonage, whofe fame, auc[l]horitie, and dignilie, myght 

defende them from ihe euyll tongues of fuch as are more redie rather 10 

reprooue other mens dooynges, then to doo any good them felues. And 

therfore (gentle Mailler Wynter) knowing your aucthoritie and fame in 

well deferuyng, and honorable feruice vnto your Prince and Countrey, to 

be fuche as all men thynke fo well of, and fo greatlye efteeme, to whom 

(rather then to you) may I dedicate this booke of Nauigation ? In con- 

fyderation whereof, and Ihe hope that I haue in your approoued curlefie, 

fanoutably to accept this dedication, as procee[d]yng from one that de.'yreth 

nothyng more then to doo you feruice, and remayne in your grace, I Hiall 

thynke my trauayle wel bellowed, and fufliciently recompenced, yf it flialt 

pleafe you to accept the fame as thankfully, as I ivyllyngly offer it vnto 

yon. 

For yf there be any thyng in me, wherein I maye by good leafon 
pleafe my felfe, it is cheefely this, that I haue euer loued and honoured 
men of fingulet vertue or qualitie, in what Co euer laudable Art or Science, 
euen of thofe whereof I mee felfe haue litle knowledge, as are Geomelrie, 
Aftronomie, Architecture, Muficke, Payntyng, feates of Armes, inuentions 
of Ingens, and fuche lyke ; Of the whiche, this our age maye feeme not 
onely to contende with the Auncientes, but alfo in many goodly inuentions 
of Art and wyt, farre to esceede them. For (not to fpeake agaynfi all the 
marueylous inuentions of our tyme) what of theirs is to be compared to the 
Artes of Printyng, makyng of Cunnes, Fyre woorkes, of fnndry kyndes of 
artifii-ial Fyres, of fuche marueylous force, that mountaynes ofmofteharde 
roct.es and (tones, are not able to refyft their violence, but are by them 
broken in pecces, and throwen into the ayre with fuche violence, that 
neyther the fpirite of Dsmasorsmt, or the thunderboltes of infernal Plulo 
can doo the lyke. What (houlde I here fpeake of the woondetfull inuen- 
tions of Fartalio, in Ills booke De Arte msiori? or of many other, whereof 
Vamiuaus Beringactus wrj'teth in his booke, entituled, Pyroleehuia. As 
touchyng which terrible inuentions, and the lyJte, although fome men be of 
opinion that they were inuented by the inftigalion of the deuyll, for the 
defttuclion of mankynde ; yet olherweyghyng the matter more indifferently 
thynke that the inuention of Gunnes hath ben the fauyng of many mens 
Ijues, becaufe before the vfe of them, men were not woont fo long tyme (o 
Ijf. bitteryng in the befiegyng of Townes Or Fortrefi'es, bat in lliort f[)ace 
1 1 tome to hande (Irokes, and to foughten feeldes, to the great fliiughter of 



jjteal multitudes. And feeyng that n 



s the Turkes, and 



Hosted by Google 



Tiiii: Life and Labours of Richard Eden. 



other Infidelf, hm\e tlie vfe of thefe deiiylylhe imienlions (as they name 
tliem) it may be thought requLAte for ts, agaynft fuche deiiyllts to vfe alfo 
the lyke deuylyilie inuentioiis, left refufyng the lame, and geuyng place to 
enyl, we flioulde wyllyngly fuffer the kyngdome of ihe deuyll to triumphe 
oner vs, not otherwyfe able to refyft, and much leffe to ouercome fo puiflint 
and horrible enimies (except befyiie al hope) myght aryfe m our defence 
fome nevve Moyfes, or EHas, or the Prielles of lericho, whiche onely with 
tlie noyfe and founde of Homes or Trumpettes ouerthrewe the walles of 
tJie towne. Neyther wyl the eximple of Dauid and Goliath, or of Samfon 
and tlie Philiftines, ferue our tume at this tyme, although I beleeue that 
rm h L eik d h h 

ot d rt A ft es, whi h m gh h p h p 



nd ge 



7f« 



h 



Art 



h 



H 1 



G d 



p hAfIhGdE 

h th p k edge an yi g h A 

A d th hynk my j w h ff , 

tliat the knowledge oi Archimedes, and other men in fuche commendable 
imientions, are the gyftes of God, for as muehe as the gyftes of God are 
free, and not bounds to any nation or perfon. 
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Whiche crueltie the fayde Be/s bh nyng fl d hyth 
andheredyed, in (he yeere. 1573 dlf m w S fl 
in that Art, a booke in prynt, yny g h f rm 

fyxtie engins of marueylous ft ng d p fjl bl d 
eonimodioiis and neceflary vfes Of I hi 1 f 
three of them, that is lo mean h 54 57 oni 60 b 
pai teyning vnto Shyppes, it fhall t b f m my p rpof h 
breefe reheaifal of them. 

The, 54- therefore (as he wTyt th) gi t l)lt sn( h 

whiche in anncient tyme Archim i ed f h 'ij / wh 

with a man with the ftrength f ly hand by h Ip f th 

inftrumeiil called Trifpa/ton (whi h ur ngu f 1 dl II 

Scrue), hrouElit a Shyp of maru yl us gr ff f m th land 

the fea, in the fyght of kynge H \ li mltdhh 

with all their force coulde not doo the fame. &c Of the whi(,h alfo, our 
countrey man, Roger B nag Ph lofopher (and no Nicromancer, as 
ihat ignorant age fla d d h m) f med to haue had fome knowledge ; 
For in his booke of th m ru yl p er of Art and Nature, he raaketh 
_, , . . mention f I (lium (as farre as I remember) b gg 

meat rcnile, the then a m n h ni h with one man mj^h dra 
C^iolabeof hj.^ (h ft gth f h hundred men. And 

membe ha a my b yng in Fraunce, I heari ed 
reporte, that the Earl f R umdolf an Almaine, made an eng 
with the fayde kyng Charles wh n h «as but. xvi, yeeres of d 

from (he grounde a we h wh h the ft ongeft man in the court as 
able to remooue. Almofte the lyke deuice we vfe in the bendyng of a 
Croffebowe. Alfo at my being in Gerroanie in the citie of Strofbutge, a 
wooithy and learned Gentleman, Monjiair de Saleno, tolde me that in that 
citie one had inuented an engin of iron, no by^er then a mans hande, 
wherevnto fallenyng a ropie, with a hooke of iron, and caftyng tl b k 
vpon a wal, tree, or other place, where it myght take holde he c 1 1 h 

that engin lyft hym felfe vp to the wal, or other place But to m 
(he other two en^nes of Bcjfon, parteynyn^ lo our purpofe. Tl f 
the. 60. fygure (as he there wryteth) is the inuention of an eng f rf ly 
credible, wherewith by ballance and eafie motion beyond th f 

nature, a Shyp may be fo framed ind gouemed thit in the ta f 
fliall "loouc fore warde, and in litlc «ynde hafttn the couifcaiiJ In 00 m h 



«7nde temper and moderate the fame : A thyng woortb tl.e knowledge to 
a kyng, as he fayeih. Of the ihyrd engin, which is the. 57, fygure of his 
booke, he wryteth thus. An Artifice not yet diuulgate or fet forth, whiche 
placed in (he pompe of a Shyp, whylher (lie water hath recourfe, and 
mooued by the motion of the Shyp, with wheeles and we^htes, doolh 
exactly (hewe what fpace the Shyp hath gone. &c. By whiche defcrlp- 
tion, fome doo vnderftand that the knowledge of the longitude myght fo be 
founde, a thyng doubtlefie greatly (o be defyred, and hytherto not certaynely 
knowen, although Sebaftian Cabot on his death bed told me that he had (he t— 
knowledge thereof by diuine reuelation, yet fo, that he m^ht not teache 
lan. But I thinke that the good olde man, in that extreme age, fome- 
h doted, and had not yet eucn in the article of death, vtterly (haken of 

orldlye vayne glorie. 

A touchyng whiche knowledge of the longitude, to reliearfe the faying 

hat excellent learned man, lohaaaa Ferrutias, in his incomparable 

e Be atdilis rerum cau/ts, where in the Treface to King Henrie of 

F nee, he writeth in this maner. We haue put our helpyng hande 

Arte of Nauigation and Geographie ; forby obfeniation of the houres 

he Equinoctialles, we haue inuented howe, in what fo euer region or 

p of the worlde a man ihalbe, he may knowe in what longitude It is : 

h h certaynly we haue not taken of the fountaynes of the ancientes, but 

fyrfle, of all other (as I thynke) haue drawen it of our ryuers, as our owne 

inuention. &c So that (faith he) whiche way fo euer you tume your eyes, 

you may fe that the pofteritie hath not ryotouHy wafted the inheritance of 

^rles and sciences, left them by their predecelTors, but haue greatly en- 

ea ed the fame, and inuented other ; For certaynely, the multitude of 

es incoraprehenfible, is infinite, and fo therfore inuentions mtift 

s alfo be uifinite, and without ende. And therefore, as touchyng this 

g (fayth he) to fpeake freely what I ihynke, they feeme to me to offends 

as uche, whiche contende that the auncientes haue inuented and compre- 

ed al thynges, as doo they whiche attribute not vnto them the fyift 

111 tioas, fo depryuyng them of theyr right poffcffion. For whereas no we by 

th benefite of almightie God (who hath geuen vs his Chrifte, and with hym 

11 g od (hynges) the lyght of tnieth (hyneth in our vnderftandyng by godly 

fp ation, there is no iuft caufe why we Ihoulde in fiiche thynges thinke vs 

inf or to the auncientes. Of which Argument, who lyfteth may reade more 

he fayde Epiftle of Fimdius. 

A d for as much as I haue made mention of fueh inuentions, it dial not 
b f m the purpofe, to deCcribe the goodly inftruraent wherof , 
A ^ lus Ffliciaims in the fourth booke of Epiftles to Fran- in^moilon .tgrce- 

f Ca/a, vnyteth in this manner, I haue receyued your yng with the 
Ep ftle, wherein you fignifie vnto me, that you haue hearde heauen. 
f h ftrange engine or inftriiment^H^oiKii/i™ inuented, and AnnoDotno. 
m d of late by one Laurence a Florentine ; in the which is 

p ffed the courfe and motions of the Pianettes, conformable and 

agr yng with the motions of heauen : And tliat (for as muehe as the 

reporte thereof is hardly beleeued) you greatly defyre that I fiiould wryte 

vnto you, what certayne knowledge I haue of (ha( thing, wherein I am 

redie to obey your requcft. And although nowe it be long fines I fawe 

it, yet as farre as I beare in memorie, I wyll breefely declare the fourme, 

f d f thereof. And yf the defcription of it Hial feeme vnto 

m wha obfcure, you Ihall not aferibe it altogeather to my declara- 

b p rt to the fubtiltie and nouiltie of the Ihyng. It is in fourme 

q ler, (harpe towarde the top, in maner of a Fryamis, of 

h h Imoft three cubites ; ouer and aboxie it, in maner of a 

fl t or playne rounde plate of gylted copper, gamyfbed 

w h undry ours, on whofe other part is expreffed the whole courfe of 

the Planets, and whofe dimention or nieafure is fomewhat fliorter tlien a 

cubite, and is within turned or moued with certayne Utle denticle wheeles, 

an immouable circle comprehendyng the hygheft border or mai^ent, and 

diuided with the fpaces of xxiiii. houres within it, in the h^heft tumyng 

ru d 1, the iweluelignesaredifeemedby threedegrees. Further, within are 

f eyght rundels, inmanerallofonegreatneKt Ofthefe.twoobteynethe 

mjddle poynt,the one fattened in the other, fo that the loweft beyng fome- 

wh byg^er, reprefenteth the Sunne, and the hyghcr the Moone. From the 

Son a beame commyng to the circle, Hiewethin it the houres; and in the 

Zod acke, the monethes, dayes and number of degrees, and alfo the (rue 

d halfe motion of the Sunne. From the Moone alfo procedeth a pynne, 

yre, whiclie bencathe or downwarde in the border or margent of the 
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grcateft niiidell, (lieivclh tlie lioiires ; and paffing by the center of the EpU 
cicic of llie Moone, and extending to the Zodjacke, fliowcth the lialfe 
motioti of his Planet. Another alfo ryfyng from thence, and cuttyng the 
border of the center of the Moone (that is of the Epicicle) (hewefh her true 
place, whereby are feene the flownelTe. fwyltnefle, al motions and courfes, 
coniunctions alfo, and ful Moones. About thefe are fyxe other rundels; 
of the whiche, one, whom they calle the head and tayle of (he Dragon, 
iheweth the Eclipfes both of the Snnne and Moone. The other are attri- 
buted to the Planets ; from euery of whiche, proeeede two poyntes, afiign- 
ing the motions (as we haue fayd} of the Moone : but they alfo goe back- 
warde, whiche chaunceth not in the Moone, whofe Eclypfe is mooned 
contrarywyfe. And thus the reafon of coniunctioi\s, departynges, and lati- 
tudes, is manifeft in all. There is alfo an other border lyke vnto a Zodi- 
uefce, cutting or diuidyngvpwarde or aboue, thofe fyxe litle rund els (whereof 
we hane fpoken) being the nindels of the Pianettes : whereby appeareth 
the degrees of the Eaft fignes, and the fpaces of the dayes (that is to fay) 
at what honre the Sunne rifelh, by the whiche, euery of the Pianettes are 
carried in their rundels or circles by courfe, in the day tyme to the Eaft, 
and in the nyght to the Weft. Agayne contrarywyfe, the greateft rundel 
of al, draweth with it al the Pianettes, in the nyght to the Eafl, and b the 
day to the Weft, in the fpace of. 24. houres. Az which, to agree with the 
motions of heauen, both reafon and experience doo confyrme. And ther- 
forc ought ye not to manieyle, yf Ihefe thyi^es feerae incredible to many. 
For (as fayth the wyfe Pronerbe) fayth b llowlye geuen to great thynges, 
for enen we fcarfely beleeue oar owne eyes, when we fee fuche thynges. 
And therefore, whereas in tyme paft 1 read, that fuche a lylte inftramenl 
was made by Ardiimedes, my faith yet fayled me togeuecreiiite lofo great 
an Aucthour, which thyng neuertheleffe this out Flore utine hath perfourmed. 
The worke doubtleffe beyng of fuch excellence, that all prayfe is inferior to 
it, and can not therfore for the woorthynelTe thereof be otherwyfe pmifed, 
then to fay that it paffeth all prayfe. The Artificer him felfe alfo being a 
man of fuch integritie of maners, that the lunne is nothing inferior to the 
BKcellencie of his wyt! in fo much that he may feeme a man fent from 
heauen, where he learned the makyng of this heauen, by the example of the 
other. Hytherto PoUdatttts. Of the lyke inftrument, Roger Bacon alfo 
maketh mention in his fayde booke, of the maruellous power of Art and 
Nature, affyrmyng the fame to be woorth a kyngdome to a wyfe man. 

Cut for as muche as the fubiect whiche I hane nowe in hande, is cheefely 
touchyng inuentions parteinyng to Shyppes, and the Art of Nauigation, I 
thynke good to fpeake fomewhat of the inuention of a certayne Italian 
wryter, named Zffl'Horij'u^ei'naan//, who in his booke, entitled 
Lib. 3. Ca. 18. sp^^jao de fcieiitia ■aniua-fale, doeth greatly glory in the in- 
uention of Shyppes, whiche can not peryfhe eyther on the fea, or the lande, 
affyrmyng that the lyke was neuer inuented fmce the creation of the worlde. 
But I feare me, left vayne glorie of difcourfyng in the Italian tongue, hath 
caufed him more then needes, to commende his owne inuention, as for the 
mofte parte is tlie manor of the Italian writers. Therfore 
mmittuig the iudgement hereof to men of greater ej:pcri- 
ce and knowledge in thefe thynges, I wyl Onely Iranllale 
"° his woordes, whereby in the booke before named, he 

defcribeth the fayde Shyppe in this maner. Take beames of Fyre, or 
Pyne tree, which of their owne nature can neuer goe downe, or fyncke, or 
abyde vnder the water, and with thefe beames forme an engine {Machina, 
yf I may fo call it) of the length of three fcore foote, and of the breadth of 
twentie foote, and of the heyght of fyxe foote, laying the fyrfle ranke in 
length, and the other trauerie, or onerthwarte, and the thyrde againc in 
length, falhionyng the fore parte lyke vnto other Shyppes, and in lyke 
manner, bryngyng the poupe or hyiider parte to good forme: then with 
fuch irons as apparteyne, bynde it, and ftrengthen it in fuche maner that it 
can not breake. And vpon this frame or fundation buylde your Shyppe, 
of fuche falliion as you thynke beft. &c. It were here too long to rehearfe 
with what proude woordes and oftentation he mat^iiieth this inuention. 
But whether (his frame or engine Ihoulde be bylden vpon the keele or 
bottome of the Shyp, or otherwyfe, I commit it to them of better iudge- 
ment, as I haue fayde. 

But wheras it may for this tyme fufSfe to haue wrytten thus muche 
of thefe thynges, I wyll make an ende with onely a breefe rehearfal of 
the inuention and encreafe of the Art of Nauigation. Aftei- that the Art 
of Nauigation was foundc, euery man began to chaltiige vnto hym the 



■a Shyp 



dominion of the fca, and there to dwel and kepe warre euen as on the land. 
Minos (as wrytelh Strabo) was the fyrft that ruled on the fea, whiche 
neuerthelefie, other afcribe to Neptntms, who fyrft founde the Art of Naui- 
gation, and was therefore (as wryteth Diodorus) appoynted by Saiurnus to 
be Admiral of the fyrfte Nauie ; and thereby the pofteritie afterwarde 
afcribed to him the gouernaunce of (he fea, and named him the God 
thereof. After whom the Craeiifis euer were efteereed moft expert in the 
Art of Nauigation. But (as wrytelh Plinie) boales were fyrft inuented, 
and with (hem was the fyrfte faylyng ui the Ilandes of the redde fea, vnder 
kyng Erylhra, as alfo witnelTeth Quintilian, faying. If none had proceeded 
further then the inuentions of our predecelTors, we had had nothyng in the 
Poets aboue Andronicus, and nothing in hiftories aboue the AnnoUs or 
Cronicles of Byflhoppes, and had yet haue fayled in troughes or in boates. 
Other haue afcribed this inuention to diuers other nations and perfons, as 
to the Troians and Myfians in Hdkfpsnto, and alfo that the ancient Britanes 
made boates of leather or hydes, and fayled with them in the Ocean fea. 
Plinie wryteth, that Danaus was the fyrft that brought a Shyppe out of 
Grece into Egypt. Some alfo geue the tune to Mhierua. But moft ryght- 
fully, the inuention both of the Shyp, and Art of Nauigation, is afcribed to 
Noe, who (as wryteth Eu/ibus) was longe before Neptune or Danaus. 
For doubtleffe (layth he) the Arke of Noe was none other then a Shyp, and 
the fyrfte and onely exemplar of the buyldyng of all other Shyppes or 
veffelles of faylyng. Alfo the mofte ancient wryter Bern/us the Chaldean 
(as wryteth lofepkus) calleth (he Arke of Noe, a Shyp. The fame Jo/epkus 
alfo fayth, that the Nephucs of Noe, departyng to inhabite diuers partes of 
the worlde, vfed many Shyppes, &c. Long after Noe, the Tyrians were 
counted moft expert In the Arte ol Nauigation : and after them, diuers 
other nations. For whereas no Art is fo perfect, but may receaue encreafe, 
hereof doth it folowe, that this Ait alfo hath been greatly augmented, and 
brought to further perfection by witty inuentions of the pofteritie, euen 
vnto our age ; whereof, who fo lyfleth lo know further more particulerly 
who inuented all other partes and iiiftruraentes parleyning lo al fortes of 
Shyppes, and Art of Nauigation, may read ye thyrde booke of Polidor 
Virgil, Cap. xv. Di Inaentorib. Rir. and Bayfms, de re nauali. 

Thns gentle Maifler Wynter, befeechyng your woorihyp to take 
in good part this teftimonie of my thankful! hart {fuche as it 
is) I befeeche the immortall God to profper all your doo- 
inges to his honor, and the benefite of your Countrey. 
1576. The last work which it was permitted to Eden to 

undertake, was an English translation from a Latin 
version of Ludovico Earthema's TVaiv/i in the Eajl in 
1503, which was posthumously printed by R. Willes, the next year. 
He was also endeavouring to collect the Reports of the Agents of the 
Moscovy Company, wliich form so important a part of Hakluyt's Collection ; 
when death exchanged his earthly life of troubles and labours, for, we can 
but think, the blessed peace of heavenly rest. 

1 am indebted lo ray friend the late Mr. C. Bridger, Hon. Mem. of the 
Soc. of Ant. of Newcastle, for the following note : 

1576. July 20. Letters of Administration were granted, In the Pre- 

rogative Court of Canterbury, to the estate of Richard 

Eden, of the parish of Si Dunstan's in the East, (the same 

parish in which Sir John Hawkins lived), in favour of Alban Eden, his son. 

1577. Summer. R. Willis published a second and altered edition of 

the Third Work here reprinted, under the title of The 
History of Trauayle in the West and East Indies, &•<■. 
1586. April. It would appear from T. K.X>'K\MyflS&HistoireUni- 

iiersdk, iii. book L c. 3, /. 15, Ed. 1620, that the VJdame, 
after many wanderings, was captm-ed by one Captain 
Catles: who (not crediting that a member of so good a 
family was unable to pay his ransom) suffered this dislinguished Nobleman, 
whom the King of Navarre had called his Uncle, and who was now about 
sixty-six years ; to die like a dog, while bound to the raagaiine at the bottom 
of the hold of his galley. A prisoner so placed would be situated immedi- 
ately below the planking of the passage which extended between the two 
rows of galley slaves from the prow to (he s(em of the galley r and there- 
fore, when the galley was in motion, would ceaselessly suffer from all the 
noise of the sixty or eighty rowers ; from whom he would be separated, only 
by the thickness of the planking above his head. 
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[The Second English book on America.] 

C ^ txtnty^te ot tftt m\ot India, 

hjitft otftn* neh) fxrunUt Xanir^g 

anU SlanUtS, afiortl eassttoar&e ag 

hje^ttoarltc, as tfteg are fenotom 

antr fountr (n tftete oure Iragess, 
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f[ To THE RIGHT HYGHE AND MIGHTY PrINCE, 

THE Duke of Northumberlande, 

HYS GRACE. 

I r ;ade in auncient writers {mod noble prince) how 
I lat mightie kyng and conquerour of the world, 
LJexander the great, at fuch tyme as he beheld ye 
)nibe of fearfe Achilles, and therewith called to his 
;membraunce howe excellently the Poet Homere 
ad fet forth his heroical factes, which notwithftand- 
ig he thoughte to be muche inferiour vnto his, he 
s;hed and fayde : Oh the moft fortunate, which hade 
lunde fuche a trompe to magnifi thl dolnges, mean- 
ig hereby, that the fame of Achilles was no leffe 
Dtable to hys pofteritie by homers writing, then 
I was in hys lyfe tyme by hys owne marcial 
affayres. Wherby we maye perceue fuch magna- 
nimitie to haue ben in our prediceffours, men of 
noble and ftout courage, yat they thought it notfufficlente in their life time to deferue prayfe 
and honour, except the fame might alfo redounde to theyr pofteritie, yat they mighte therby 
bee encouraged to do the like. Whyche thing truely hath ben ye caufe, yat In al ages 
noble enterprlfes haue ben commended, and fuch as haue attempted ye fame, haue 
bene honoured. Wherfore If honeft commendaclons be a luft reward dew to noble 
enterprlfes, fo much do they robbe and fpoyle from ye dignltie therof, which in any 
poynt dimlnifhe the fame : no leffe confoundlnge the order of thinges, than he whiche 
cloteth an ape In purple, and a king In fackecloth. This I fpeake ye rather, beecaufe 
there chaunfed of late to come to my handes, a fhlete of printed paper, {more worthy fo to 
bee called then a boke) entytuled of the newe founde landes. The whyche tytle when I 
readde, as one not vttedye Ignoraunt hereof, hauynge before in my tyme readde Decades, 
and alfo the nauigatlons de nouo orbe, there feemed too me no leffe inequalltye betwene the 
tytle and the booke, then If a man woulde profeffe to wryte of Englande, and 
entreated onelye of Trumpington a vyllage wythin a myle of Cambrydge. Wherefore 
partelye moued [by] the good afifecclon, whyche I haue euer borne to the fcience of 
Cofmographie, whyche entreately of the defcripclon of the woride, whereof the newe 
founde landes are no fmal part, and much more by ye good wyll, whych of duetie I 
beare to my natyue countrey and countreymen, which haue of late to their great pralfe 
(whatfoeuer fuccede) attempted with new vlages to ferche ye feas and newe found 
landes, I thought it worthy my trauayle, to their better comfort, (as one not otherwife 
able to further theyr enterprife) to tranflate this boke cute of latin into Englilhe. 
The which, albeit it do not fo largely or partlculerlye entreate of euery part, region or 
commodltie of ye fayd new found landes, as the worthlnes of the thing might requyre : 
yet fure I am that afwel they which fet forth or take vpon them this vlage, as alfo 
they which Ihal hereafter attempt ye lyke, may in this fmal boke as in a little glaffe, 
fee fome cleare light, not only how to learne by the example, dammage, good fucceffe, 
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and aduentures qI other, how to behaue them felues and direct theyr viage to their 
moft commoditie, but alfo if dew fucceffe herein flioulde not chaunce according vnto 
theyr hope and expectation {as oftentimes chanceth in great affaires,) yet not for one 
foyle or fal, fo to be difmayd as with fhame and difhonor to leaue wyth loffe, but 
rather to the death to perfifl: in a godly, honefte, and lawful purpofe, knowing that 
whereas one death is dewe to nature, the fame is more honourably fpent in fuch 
attemptes as may be to the glorye of God and commoditie of our countrey, then in 
foft beddes at home, among the teares and weping of women. Which manlye 
courage (like vnto that which hath ben fcen and proued in your grace, afweli in forene 
realmes, as alfo in this cure countrey) yf it had not been wanting in other in thefe 
our dayes, at fuche time as our fouereigne Lord of noble memorie Kinge Henry the. 
viij. about the fame yere of his raygne, furniflied and fent forth certen Ihippes vnder 
the gouernaunce of Sebaftian Cabot yet lining, and one fyr Thomas Perte, whofe 
faynt heart was the caufe that that viage toke none effect, yf (I fay) fuch manly 
courage whereof we haue fpoken, had not at that tyme bene wanting, it myghte 
happelye haue comen to pafie, that that riche treafurye called Pernlaria, (which is now 
in Spayne in the citie of Ciulle, and fo named, for that In It Is kepte the infinite ryches 
brought thither from the newe found land of PeruJ myght longe fince haue bene in 
the towre of London, to the klnges great honoure and welth of this his realme. 
What riches the Emperoure hath gotten oute of all the newe founde landes, it 
may wel appeare, wheras onlye In the Ilandes of Htfpana or Ht/pamola and Cuda 
and other Ilandes there aboute, were gathered in two monethes twelue thoufand 
poundes weyght of gold as youre grace maye reade in this boke, in the defcripcion of 
the Ilandes. Yet fpeake I here nothynge of pedes, precious ftones, and fpices. 
Neyther yet of the greate aboundaunce of golde, whiche is engendred almofl in al 
regions neare vnto the jEquino£lial line. And whereas I am aduertifed yat youre 
grace haue bene a greate fortherer of thys viage, (as you haue bene euer lludlous for 
the commoditie of your countrey,) I thought my trauayl herein coulde no wayes be 
more worthely beftowed, then to dedicate the fame vnto your grace : Moft humbly 
defiringe youre honoure fo to accepte mine intente herein, as one whofe good will 
hath not wanted to gratifie your grace with a better thing if mine abilitie were 
greater. Thus Almighty God preferue your grace in health and honour long to 
continue. 

C Your graces poore o- 
ratour Rychard Eden. 
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rcas in this Booke (welbeloued Reider) thou majefl. 
a Ic tn-iny llraunge th nges and in m-incr incred ble e\cept 
e fame were proued mrR certijn by d^jl) etperience and 
proucd ^uctontie (is ihall hereifter ippeare) I thouj,ht it 
od for thy better inllriict on to make this Preface wherb) 
ou iii^hteft more plajnlj and fenfblv comprehend the reifon 
d caufes )f not of il >et of fonie of the chiefefl thinges 
h cli ire conteyned in the f^me Therfore wheras thou (halt 
adt of the great abui daunce of gol 1 prec ous (lones and 
ces nh ch the Sianarles and Portugiles haue brought fram 
Soith rartes of the worlde as from the neve founde landes 
d Ilandes the fodejn flrau i,enes or greatnes of the th ng 
ir |u.^^k Hvws^H assn^f^HiK wi ^n al not fo m ich anafe thy nittes and gender in thee 
w vB^^j^^jB^L^Se^^^^^^^^^ crudelit e }f thou conlider the fa) n^ of ^>fe Salomon who 
H fS^F^^^M^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^id f>rmeth yat there is no nev th ng vnder the bunne and thit 
^*— **■** " rm-rr »»-j» .«■■■■■ iiPl ^ t^,j^g t;,^,. ],^ti^ ^gg„ cometh to palTe again nhich fay ng 
Deth greitly confjrme the trueth of fuch th nges as are fpoken 
s to fon e men m ght otherwyfe feme in maner incredible 
and aipioued by auctorine of mofte holj fcnpture whch 
detlarin^ the ^reat wjfdom rych s and noble viages o! Kmg Salomon fajth that God gaue him wifdom 
and vndcrfla id ng e\ceding muche and a large heart and that he prepared a nau e of ih ppes m the 
porte of ^ ton Gaber by the bnnke of the redde fca, which fiyled to Opl tr and brouf,ht from thunce 
XXI fcore hundreth (fthich is xl i M [forty tno thousand]) weyght of golde \gayne that the weighte f 
golde \1 ch was bro ^hte to Salomon in one 3ere was vi hundreth thre fcore and \\ talentes of gold 
vtheras the Hebnie talente called Talenie Habraiatm fanBumj wis of our fieri ng m ney 500 poun ie 
and Taleit M briicum uul tre was halfe fo much Lykewyfe yat filuer was nothing worth m the dayes of 
Salomon and yat he made I luer and gold m Hierulalem as pkntious as flones Aj,ayn that he ouerlajd 
the houfe of the Lord with precious flones beaut full} and the ^old wherwith he couered t wis j,olde ol 
Faruai n \lfo that the kinges nauie of (hippes wtnt once in thre yere to Th t/fr and brout,ht C old 
Siluer Apes P acockes and Elephintes teeth ^Vhlch wordes f irely feme fo to coiiiirme fuch th nges as are 
fjoken of in the tuugacions whe of this boke entreateth that noth n^e can make more for the truth of the 
fame : and bnefely to fpeake of the places whether Sal moi s fhippes fa\kd for G)ld as TIarfis and Opf r 
This ought to be confjdered for a gtneral rule that nearell vnto the fouth partes cf the world betwene tl e 
two Tropikes vnder ye Equiroilal or burnng lyne where the funne is of greatcfl forfe s the ch tfeft place 
where gold is engendred although it be fometymes founde in colde regions as m Scothnd in Crayford 
more, iikcivyfe in Hungarj yet nether pure of it felf nor m great quaniitie the reafon whereof is largely 
declared in the Bookes of Geort,L Agnc and Albertus Magnus And wheras it is written in ye Boke of 
Kinges in the Actes of balomon that he prepared his ih ppes in A^ion Gabcr beyng by tl e bnnke of the 
readde fea, and fayled from thence to OpAti tor Golde it s apparaunt, that (hovfoeuer the names of thmj,es 
haue altered and penflhed in tyme) he layled from thence fouthwarde towarde the Equinoctiil Ijne for 
afmuche as there is noie other pafli^e oute of the narowncffe of the readde fea lut onely nto the mayne 
South fea, by the which the Portugales euen at this di)e make the} r Mage to Calicut Sairolra Maiagaf ir 
and fuch other Ilandes n the South eail partes of the worlds where Golde Spyces Apes and Elephantes 
are none founde in lyke n inner But as for TfatJ s be}nge 1 c}t}e of Ctlica m Afa the lelfe and the 
natiue countreye of S Piule the \po(lle and f luate muche more toward the North then is ludea and m 
maner directlye ouer aga nde ludea on the otherfjde of the lea called Ware Mediteraneum and in the 
fame clime, in the wh ch ftandeth the Ilande of b c ha and the C) tie of Ci ile in Spayne it hardelje agreeth 
with the principles of Philofophie and common expenence that golde flio ild be there engendred m Ijke 
abundaunce as in Regions more towarde the fouth much ktle Elej-hantes and \pes wh ch are no where 
engendred farre from the ^qmnoSlnl lyne orbe}onde the two Tropikes nor yet wil engendre yf they be 
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brouglite into tliofe partes of the world The lyke is to be vnderilande of Popingiayes and fpyces, and 
dyaers other bealles, fruites, and trees, which are engendered in certayne cUmes of the worlde, and 
wjU not profpere in other places : the reafon wherof were here to longe [to] declare. For lyke as pepper 
wyll not growe in Spayne, no more wyll the Orange tree bringe foorth fruite in Englande. Wherefore, it 
may feme by good reafon, that the Golde, Apes, and Elcphantes teeth which were broughte from Tharfis (yf it 
were Tharfis of Cilicia) were not engendered there, but rather brought thether by merchauntes from the fouth partes 
of the world, out of Mauritania, Marmarica, Ethiopia, Libia, and Arabia, or othcnvife by lande, from the Kad 
India, lyke as at this daye, the greate multitude of Spyces, Golde, Precious ftones, Sylke, and lucrye, whyche is at 
Calicut and Cambaia, growe not al in the regions there about, but are brought thether from dyuers other countreys, 
as doeth more lai^ely appeare in this Boke. And that Salomons factours for exchaunge of other marchaundyfe, 
bought the fame in Tliarfis, beyng brought thether from other countreyes, as it is written in the thyrde Boke 
of the Kinges, that Salomon had great plentie of Gold of Marchauntes and Apothecaries. So that to 
conclude, I would rather thinke (fauing reforraacion of other better learned) that this Tharfis {and not 
Tharfis of Cilicia,) from whence Salomon had fo great plentie of Gold and luerie, were rather forae other 
countrey in the fouth partes of the world, then this Tharfis of Cilicia. For, not onely olde and newe 
Hiflories, dayly experience, and the principles of natural Philofophie doe agree, yat the places moH apte to 
bring forth gold, fpices, and precious flones, are the South and Southeall partes of the world, but alfo cur 
Sauiour Chriil approueth the fame, declaring that the Queue of the South (meaning the Quene of Saba) 
came from the vtmofle partes of the worlde to heare the w7fdom of Salomon. And lyke as by the auctoritie 
of thefe woordes it is playne from what partes of the world (he came, the Cime to a philofophical head is 
apparent by fuche ryches and prefentes as fhe broughte with her. For albeit that in the Chronacles of 
Salomon it is not written by expreffed wordes that (he came from the Southe, yet is it wrytten that flie came 
to Hierufalem with a very great trayne, with camels laden svith fpyces, fwete odours, and exceading much 
gold and precious (lones, which defcripcion doeth well agree, both with the fituation of the cytie of Saba in 
Ethiopia vnder Egipt; and alfo with the countrey of Saba, being in the middel of Arabia, inuironned about 
with great rockes wherein is a great wood of Precious trees, fome of Cinomome and CalTia, and fonie bring- 
ing forth frankencenfe and myrre, as writeth Flinius lib. 12, and Theophrafitis li. 9. de Hifl. Plant Wherefore 
the Quene of Saba myghte worthely be called the quene of the South, forafmuch as bothe Saba {or rather 
Sabat) in Ethiopia, whiche lofephus thinketh to be the Hand oi Meroe, now called Elfaba, beinge in the ryuer 
of Nilus, and that the quene came from thence, and alfo Saba in Arabia, are fituate farre Southvvarde from 
Hieruklem, euen in maner in the middefl of the lyne, called Tiopuus Cancti, and the Equmo^uil \)at where 
the Pole Artike is eleuate not paffmg. 13. degrees or thereabout (as in Mtroce) where as the fame pole is eleuate 
at Hierufalem 3-* degrees ■ whereby it may appeare )at the quene of Saba (whom Chrirte cilteth the quene 
of jL fouth) came from the fouth partes about, xl humlreth and xl miles from Hierufalem for the fime 
d (launce is from Saba in Mene to Hierulalem, is betwcne Rome and Englind But is touching this 
matter it (hall fufl\fc to h-iue fi>de thus muche. Nowe therefore to rLturne home from thefe larre countrejs, 
ind to Ipeake fomewhat of this viage which oure countrej menne, hiue attempted to faUe into the Fide 
partes by the coadcs of Norwaj Lappia, and Finmarchia, and fo by the narrowe tncte of the Sea b\ iht, 
coaftes of Grouelaide mto the Irofen fea, called Mare Con^eiaium, and fo forth to Cathaj ()f inj furhe 
I alli£,e may be font 1) whiche onely doubte doeth at this daye difcorage man> faynte hearted men, fpeciallve 
heecaufc in the mofle parte of Globes and Mappes they fee the continente or ftrme land, extended euen to 
the North Ptle without an\ fuch palfage. Which thing ought to moue no m^n greatly, furafrauch as the 
moll parte of Globes and mappes are made after Ptolomeus Tables ^Vho, albeit he was an excellent man, 
yet were there many thinges hyd Irom his knowledge, as not fuffii-ientelje trjed or fearched at thofe daies, as 
manifedly appeareth in that he knew nothing of Amefua with the hole fyrme lande adherent thereunto, 
which is no ve found to be tl e fourth parte of the earth. Neyther yet knew he any thinge of the pallage by 
the Welle into the Eade Ij the ilrayghtes of Magdlanus as you (hal reade in this Boke. Neyther of the 
Ilandes m the U efle Ocean Sea, nor of the Ilandes of Molucca fituate in the mayne Eafte Indian Sea, And 
as touchinge this paffage, albeit, it were not knowen in Ptolomeus dayes yet other auctors of later time, who 
perhappes haue hadde further experience of the thing (as good reafon is) doe wryte not onely that there is 
a paffage by the Northe Sea into the mayne Eade Sea, but doe alio furdier declare, howe certayne (hippes 
haue fafely fayled throughe the lame, as Pius fecundus (otherw^fe called jSneas Sii'uius) an excellente 
auctour defcrybeth in his Boke of Cofmographie, where he hath thefe wordes folowing. Of the North Ocean 
Sea, whether it may be fayled aboute or not, the contencion is greater, yet is it apparaunte that the greatede 
parte thereof aboute Germanic, hath been fearched by the commaundemente of Augudus th[e]emperour, eui'n 
vnto the promontorie or landes ende of the people, called Cimbri. The feas alfo and coades of Cafpia were 
fo fearched during the warres of the Macedonians vnder die dominion of Sclciicus and Anthlaais, that ai 
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mod all the Norlh on euery fyde was fayled about Plinie reiiearfeth the teflimonie of Cornelius Nepos, who 
wryteth that the King of Sueuia (or Swethelande) gaue to Metellus eeler, proconfull or leauetenaunte of 
Fraunce, certayne Indians or menne of Inde, whiche iaylinge out of India for marchaundyfe, were by 
temped drieuen into Germanie, We alfo reade in Otho, that vnder th[e]empyre of the Germaynes, there was 
a fliippe of Indians taken in the North fea of Germanie, and drieuen thether by contrary wynd from the 
Eaft partes: which thing coulde by no meanes haue comen to paffe, yf (as many menne thinke) the North 
fea were not nauigable by reafon of extreme cold and Ife. And thefe be the very wordes of Fius Semndus, 
whereunto I adde, that thys, notwithilandii^e, yf it fhould fo chaunce, that ether there can no fuch paf- 
fage be found, or the fame fo daungetous, or otherwyfe that the very cutte thereof by which onely perhappes 
any Ibippes might paffe, could not be founde, yea, or to cade the worde, yf they fhoulde perifiie in this viage, yet 
1 woulde wifhe all men to be of fuch corage and conflancie in thefe aSayres, as are valiaunt capitaynes 
in the warres : who, yf by miffortune they take a foyle, doe rather (ludie how by fome other wayes to recouer 
theyr honour and reputacion diminifhed by the fame, then with Iharae, loffe, and dilTionour, euer afterwarde 
to geue place to theyr enemyes, or forfweare the warres. Wherefore, to conclude, yf no good can be done this 
way, it were worthy the aduenture to attempt, yf the lame viage may bee broughte to paffe, another waye, as 
by the drayght called Frehtm Irium fratrum, wedward and by North from England, whiche viage is fufhciently 
knowen to fuche as haue any (kyll in Geographie. As for other landes and Ilandes in the weft, fea, where 
the Eagle (yet not in euery place) hath fo fpled his winges, that other poore byrdes may not without offence 
feke theyr praye within the compaffe of the fame, I wyll fpeake nothing hereof, bycaufe I wold be loth to lay 
an egge, whetof other men might hatche a ferpent Wherfore to let this paffe, and to entre into another 
matter. Forafmuch as in thefe our dales hath chaunced fo great a fecret to be found, as the like hath neuer 
been knowen or heard before, (what foeuer God meant to kepe this midery hyd fo long) I thoughte it good 
to fpeake fomwhat hereof: truding yat the pleaiaunt contemplacion of the thing it felfe, fha! make the length 
of this preface leffe tedious, efpecially yf it find a reader whofe foule delyteth to prayfe God in his workes. 
The thing therfore is this, how lie hole globe of the world (of the earth and water I meane) hath been layled 
aboute, by the Wed into the Ead, as doth more largely appeare in this boke in the nauigadons of Magdlanus, 
wl o from Spaj ne (ayled Weft, vard to the I!an ies of M !u u be ng n die Eaft fea firre beyond ye furtheft 
partes of Eaft Ind a and the jortugiles came to the fame Ilandes from Spayne faying Eaft^ard by the 
coaffes of A] hnca A ab a, a d the vttermofl. Ind a bej o 1 tl e rj ^x oi Ga g s here n yat In 1 an fea he 
fayd Ilandes of Molu a are f fuate A th g furely n od onderful and n n aner nc d ble but that he 
fame s proued mod certayne by expenence the teacher and n efties of all fc enccs f r lacke of \hofe ajde 
(e\pere e I n eane) Ijke as nany f,reate wittes haue fallen nto great errours fo by 1 er ayde manyhafe 
d CO n on v ttes 1 aue a tayned to the kno vie !ge and pract fe of fuch wondcrf 11 effectes as could har lei) 
be comj ehen led by tl e difcourfe of reafoa Wl ch th ng or other lyke I fupi ofe was th caufe why the 
noble PI lofopher Andoteles fiyde Q od nl 1 eji ii t U ti q oi tot f t pr us i ff that s th t 
no h nge is n vnlerdand ge b t the fame was fyrft i fenfe that s to faje sub ect to je fenf s Vet would 
I not tlat anv rafhe witte flioulde hereby take holde as thoughe ejther Ar ftotle or I n eant that fence 
re more excel ent then reafon but rather that reafo -fng fcnfe tak th h s pnnc pies and fjrft fedcs of 
tl n es fenfyble and af en ar 1 by h s owne d fcourfe and fea ch nt, of can cs encreafeth the fame fro n x 
feede to a tree as fro n ^n acome to an oke No gl t els to Id) but that exp nence to be n ofl ce ta n 
hch s oyned w th reafon or fpecuUc on and that reafo to be nod fure wh ch s confirmed d 
experience accord ng as tie Phfcans deter en n tl eyr f ence that nejther pract) f s fa e w d out 
f^eculac n nor fpecukcoi w thout pracyfe Wherfore ^ he eas nen of great kno ledge and expenen e 
are to great afiaires theyi attemptes haue for the mofte p rte gool fucceffe as doeth n ode play ly a^-pe e 
in all hidories notwithdandmg that fome ignoraunt men wyl alledge that certayn raihe aduentures haue 
profpered well which faymge proueth no more then yf a man ftiould fay, that twife or thrife a man vnarmed 
flew a man armed (as dyd fomet\me the wyld Iriftimen at bullen) Ergo, it were better to fight vnarmed 
then armed. And nheras I haue here fpoken of knowledge ioyned with experience, I meane by knowledge 
yat which we commonl) call learning, whether it be gotten out of bokes (which are the writinges of w)'fe 
and expert men) or othenv)lc by conference and educacion with fuch as are lemed : meaning nought els by 
learning, but >e gathenng of man ^ mens wittes into one mans head, and the experience of many yeres, 
and many mens lyues to the lyfe of one, whom we call a learned, wyfe, and expert man. The which 
defynicion and effect of learning, the noble and learned cortier Baltaffar Cadaglione (the auctour of the boke 
called in the Italian tongue tl corlc^ono,) ddigently confideringe, doeth greatlye blame and reproue the 
frenftimen in that they thinke yat the knowledge of letters doeth hinder the affayres of warre, ye which 
perfwafion he proueth b) many reafons and examples to be mod falfe. But as conceminge the matter 
whereof this boke entreateth the greate Philofopher Albertus Magnus, onelye by kaminge, wythoute 
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experyence, affyrmed that habitable or temperate Regions myghte be vnder the Equinoctial or buminge 
lyne, as appeareth in hys Boke de Natura bcoruni, contrarye to the opinion of other wiy ters whyche were before 
hys tyme, and yet is nowe proued by experience to bee mofte true, albeit not in all places vnder the iayde 
lyne, the caufe whereof were here to longe to declare. And lyke as Albertus Magnus by knowledge of 
Ailronomye (wherein he excelled) came to the vnderflandinge hereof, euen fo that greate Gierke (but better 
dyuyne then Phylofopher) Sayncte Auguflyne and alfo Lactantius, for lacke of lyke knowledge in that fcience, 
fell into a chyldifhe erroure, denyinge that there is anye people, called Antipodes, of whom the greate 
Aflrooomer of our tyme, Apianus wryteth in thys maner. Antipodes are they, whyche walfce wyth theyr fete 
dyrectelye contrarye agaynfte oures, and haue the heauen dyrectelye ouer theyr heades as we haue. Yet haue 
we nothinge common wyth them, but all thinges contrarye : for when the Sunne caufeth Sommer wyth vs, 
then is it Myddewynter wyth them : and when it is day wyth vs, it is nyghte wyth them ; And when the daye 
is longefte wyth vs, then is the longelle nyghte wyth them, and the (hortefle daye. Whiche, Lactantius, a 
raanne other,vyfe well learned, in his thyrde Booke, Capittulo foure and twentye, childiflhelye erringe, wyth 
hys lyghte and opinionate argumentes, denyeth that there is anye fuche, and mocketh the Aflronoraers, 
beecaiifs they affyrme the earth to bee rounde, whiche neuertheleife they prone wyth mode certayne and 
apparente deraontlracions of Geometrye, and vnfayleable experymentes. Whome, Sayncte Auguflyne 
folowing, in his fixtenth Booke. de Ciuitat. Dei. Capittit. ix. ivryteth after thys forte. Suche as fable that 
there is Antipodes, that is to f >e n enne of the contrarye parte vhere the lunne rjfeth when it falleth to vs, 
and to haue theyr feete agi\nlle oures we ougl te by no re fon to beeleu T! ofe bee the woordes of 
Sayncte Auguftyne. Noth ithftan 1 n^c (layeth 4p anus) puttc tho n do b e ( entle Reader, that the 
Apoftles of Chrifte were \nt podes tl e one o 1 e o her and flode feete to fc te the one agaynfle the 
other, when lames th[e]elder nd 1 o 1 er to lol tl e Euangei fie the funne of Zebedeus, was in Spayne in 
Galitia, and Thomas the Apoftle n tl e hy^her In 1 a they were loofte ce taynelye Antipodes, walking feete 
f y fl other aln oft as d recti) as a d a netr cal IjTie For 1 e Spanyaxdes are Antipodes 

hid d h Indans lyke aner to the Spanyardes \\'h ch th nge alfo the excellente and 

A rab confyrmeti tobeetrue and 1 kew fe PI n us At?/ IIjl lb i Cap.dT- Dolateranus 

If 1 11 1 C f graphers and Aftrono ers Hetherto Aj a us a d to declare my opinion in fewe 

d I h k gr ate mane)le that Sancte A gifljne houlde fall n o an erroure in the fcience 

f \ft m h h he traua)le1 1 ut a a (Ira nger forafn ucl e as he rred n many thinges in diuiniiie 

h h h h f p fell on and as longe of the 1 eref e of M fe b fore he was conuerted by 

S Ai b f d rjttc alfo at tie lengle a Booke of r tractes n 1 ) h he corrccteth hys oivne 

A 1 I b 1 laynely tl at that ex ellen v e of hy cou 1 not haue remayned in yat errour yf 

h h d b 1 >f d n \ftronomy or ha 1 kno en any f he experyence as is fpoken of here beefore, 

h h y d by the We le and tl e Portu^ales by the Eafle con paffed aboute the earth, whiche 

11 1 opaffejf he r he er n rounde ['Q i tun %d i\ n as fui partes ) ?& they call 

it For, as for hylles and Mo ntaj c tl ougl tl ey be ncuer fo greate yet n rcfpecte to the by^enes of the 
earth, they doe no more lette the roundnefle hereof tl en doe the Ijttle knobbes of the berrye, which we call 
a galle, lette the roundneffe of the fame Wherefore I am ccrta nely perf vaded that yf Sayncte Auguftyne 
had continued hys ftudye in Ailronomye (as it hadde been pytye he (houlde) or were alyue at thys daye, he 
woulde alfo haue retracted this erroure. But yf here anye fuperflicious head (hall thinke it a heynous matter 
in any poynte to contrary Sainct Augudyne, lette hym hearken howe Auguftine hym felfc fayeth : that 
he wyll neyther hys writynges or other mennes, of howe greate name or fame foeuer they be, othern'ife 
to be beleued then the fame (hall, by reafon bee approued to be true : Nequt quorumlibd difputadones, &'c. 
And lyke as tlie greate Philofopher Arillotel, when he wryte agaynile hys mayfter Plato of the queftion 
de Idais, and agaynfte Socrates who by the oracle of Apollo was proued to be moft wyfe, and certayne 
of hys frendes afked hym why he durile be fo boulde, he aunfwered that Plato was hys freiide, and 
fo was Socrates i but tnieth hys frende more then they bothe, euen fo I thinke it no iniurye nor 
contumelye to Saynct Augullyne, yf the fame were fayde of hym alfo geuynge hym otherwyfe hys dewe 
commendacions, as he was furelye an excellente man, of dyuyne witte, and knowledge, and fo trauayled in 
fettynge foorth Chriftes true Relygion in thofe tunnoylous dayes, in perpetual combatte, agaynfte learned 
heretykes and Prynces of the worlde, that he is wonhelye called a Doctour and Pyller of Chriftes Churche. 
And as for Lactantius, the intente of whofe wrytinges was chiefelye to thys ende, to dyminiihe th[e]eftimacion 
of Philofophye, (as at thofe dayes it was necefiarie to doe amonge the Gentyles) and to aduaunce Goddes 
woorde, {whyche they contemned for the fimplicitie of the fame,) albeit, he attempted as farre as hys leam- 
Inge woulde feme hym, to make all thynges in Philo[fo]phie vncertayne, yet ate hys argumentes fo (lender, 
that vnleffe G D by the fecrete working of hys fpyryte, hadde called the Gentyles to the true Faythe, I feare 
me leafte fewe or none of them, (fpecyallye of the greate wyttes) woulde haue been conuerted by Lactantius 
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argunientes. Howe he dalyeth in denyinge the yearth to bee rounde, and that it is poil>bIe that it 
myghte bee longe and roimde, (lyke an Egge,) or otherwyfe longe and holowe lyke a bote, {meanynge I 
fuppofe that the Sea myghte bee conteyned in the holovmeffe of the fame, wyth fuche other opin)ons 
grounded of no reafon, it were to longe to rehearie. Yet, forafmuche as he was a learned manne, and 
for the better fatiifyinge of fuche wyttes as are defyreous to know fome apperaunce of truth by niturill 
reafon and demon ilracions, lette vs admytte that the earth were rounde after anye of thofe faflhions whiche 
he defcrybeth : yet can it not bee denyed, but that it is conteyned wythin the holoweneffe (yf I maye 
fo call it) of the ayre, hauynge the heauen in euerye place dyrectelye ouer euery parte of the fame, as faveth 
the Poete and Philofopher Virgin, Ccelum undique furfum : Excepte perhappes Lactantius flioulde thinke 
that it honge by fome thynge, or were othenvyfe borne vppe wyth pyllers as the Poetes Fable, that the 
Gyaunte At/as beareth the worlde on hys (houlders, whereby they meane that a manne of valiente m)nde 
muft. floutclye beare the chaunces of the worlde. Of whyche hangeinge or bearynge of the earth, I reade 



L better and more true Jayinge in the holye Scripture, where it is written, J^eri e 
is, that God fuftayneth and beareth all thinges with the woorde of hys mouth. 
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Wherefore yf the hea b d ( h h ca f bly d 

fterres moue.) And >f h arh b h f h Id 1 p d g 1 f }d b f then 

mufte it needes fobw h h hch hbghNhftp fh rthh hPI Artike 

eleuate thyrtye degre ma desbApd hmhh hi hShflp fthe 

earth, haue the Pole A kl thf d'TCjdfhlk b dOalfll other 

eleuacions and degre Adjfl jwjllb h hh h mid fie, or 

fo farre extended, orhjf hbdlll fl hlf g hthe 

lande, to thys I aunf h makn hfhh fh trjldfdbyp e, as 

we haue fayde beefor A d lb h h f 1 1 h firm Id f f h h e are 

Ilandes founde in all pi f th yn S dm 11 h b d h f h con- 

trarye, but that the j 1 1 f h f 

contrary parte, wheth h ear h b d 11 g y fq (yf jU) 

wyth what certayne d m ft h Aft 

the Sphericall or rou d f m b fl p rf 

an ende of thys mat j h th f g f Sa 

GOD made of one bloudde, all nacions of menne, to dwell vpon the hole face of the earth. 

C I hadde entended here (well beeloued Reader) to haue fpoken fomewhat of fuche fljaunge thynges 
and Monflere, whereof mencion is made in thys Booke, to th[e]ende that fuche as by the narownes of theyr 
vnderftandinge are not of capacide to conceaue the caufes and natures of thynges, myghte partely haue been 
fatiffyed wyth fome fenfyble reafons. But beynge at thys tyme otherwyfe hindered, it fliall fuffife al good 
and honeft wittes, that whatfoeuer the Lorde hath pleafed, that hath he done in heauen and in earth, and in 
the Sea, and in all depe places. 
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C Of the riande of laua. 

Of the Ilande of Madagafcar. 

Of the Ilande of Zanzibar. 

Of the two Ilandes in the which men and women dwell a fiinder. 

Of the mightie Empyre of Cathay, fubiect vnder the dominion of the great Cham oi' Cane, 

Emperour of Tartaria. 
Of certayn Prouinces fubiect vnder the dominion of the great Cham. 
Of the Prouince of Mangi. 
Of the Region of Tangut 

Of the newe Ilandes, howe, when, and by whom they were founde. 
Of the two Ilandes lohanna and Hifpana. 
Of the Canibales, which eate mens flefhe. 
Of the maners of the inhabitantes of Hifpana. 
How Chriflophoms Columbus, after that he had founde the newe Ilandes, returned to Spayne : 

and preparing a new nauie, (ailed agayn to ye Canibales. 
How Columbus the Admiral, paffed many Ilandes and what chaunced to hym and his in tliat viage. 
Of the newe India, as it is founde and knowen in thefe oure dayes. 
Of the Adamant Hone, otherwife called the Diamant 
Of the Kingdoms and cities of Narfmga and Canonor 
Howe the Elephantes in India are prepared to the warres. 
Of the bealle called Rhinoceros. 
Of Calicut, the molle famous markette towne of India. 
Of the maners of the Indians in Calicut. 

Of Pepper and other fpyces which growe in the Region of Calicut 

Of the byrdes and beafl.es which are found In the Region of Calicut ; and of the wyne of the tree. 
From whence all kyndes of fpyces are brought to the cytie of Calicut. 
Of the Hand of zaylon, and of the cinomome tree. 
Of the cytie of Tarnafferi, and of the maners of the cytezyns. 
Of the excellent cytie and Kingdom of Pego. 
Of the Ilande of Sumatra, or Taprobana, 
Of the Ilande of Bomei, 
Of the Ilande of Giaua. 

Howe the Spanyardcs abufed the fubmiflion and frendfiiip of the inhabitauntes of the Ilandes, 
Howe the Pormgales foughte newe Ilandes in the Eall partes, and howe they came to Calicut. 
Howe Magellanus by a ftra)^ht or narow arme of the Sea, fayled by the Wefte into the Ealle 

to d)'uerE Ilandes, where alfo he was flayne 
Howe the Spanyardes came to the Ilandes of Molucca, and of the people with great hanging eares. 
The third nauigacion of Chriftophorus Columbus 
[How Petms Alonfus foughte newe Ilandes 
How Pinzonus companion to the Admiral, fought newe Ilandes. 
The foure nauigacions of Americus Vefputms to the newe Ilandes. 
The fyrde viage of Vefputius. 
The fecond viage of Vefputius. 
The thyrde viage of Vefputius. 
The fourth viage of Vefputius. 

Howe the Kyng of Portugale fubdued certayne places in India, and of the ryche cytie of Malacha. 
Of the Ilande of Medera, and the fortunate Ilandes, otherwyfe called the Ilandes of Canaria. 
[Whether vnder the -Equinoctial circle or buminge lyne (called Torrida Zona) be habitable Regions. 
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1 Of the newe India, 

as it is knowen and found in tliefe our dayes. 
In the yeare of oure Lorde. M.D.LIII. 

After the defcripclon of Sebaftian Munfter in 

his Booke of the vniuerfall Cofmographie. 

Libr. V. De terris Asm Maioris. 

And tranflated into Englifhe 

by Richard Eden. 

e are two viages or nauigacions made oute of Europa into 
[idia. The one foutheaft from fpayne, by the coafles of 
.phrica and Ethiopia, euen vnto Arabia to the citie called 
.den. And from thence to the Ilande of Ormus, and from 
Irmus to the citie of Cambaia, and from thence euen vnto the 
itie of Calicut Cambaia is fituate nere vnto the floudde Indus. 
'his citie is of great powTe, riche, and abundaunt in al kyndes of 
rayne and corne. The foyle hereof bringeth forth fondry 
yndes of fwete oyntmentes, and cotten which groweth on certain 
ees called Gofsampini, this cotton, is otherwyfe called Bomhage 
r fylke of the trees. The Kynge of Portugall fubdued this 
ytie, and bylded hard by the fame a (Irong fortreffe ; with 
■hich thing the Turke beeing fore greued, commaunded a greate 
auie of (hippes with greate fumptuoufnes to bee furniflied in 
le goulfe called Sinus Arabuus -. to the ende that he might 
dryue the Portugalles out of India, and the better to accom- 
plilhe this his purpofe, he appointed one Soliman a noble man of 
warre {beyng alfo the Captayne of Alcayre,) to be the admiral general, or gouemour of his nauie, hauing in his 
retenue, xx. th uf d f uld s beefyde mariners and gonners, whiche were in numbre foure thoufand. This 
nauie was ap] nt d n th h uen Suezio, beeinge a port of the redde fea, in the yeare of Chrifl. 1538. And 
arryued fyrfle t tl t Aden : where laying anker, the gouemour of the nauie fent letters to the king of 
Aden, certifying h n th t 1 woulde take his viage into India, from thence to expell the King of Portugall. 
The K-inge of Ai wh h as then tributaiye to the King of Portugall, receyued the Turkes letters thanke- 
fuUy, offering h n f If d II that he might make, to fo mightie an Emperoure, defyringe the gouemoure to 
come forth of the ihip, and to beholde the cytie obedient and readye at his commaundemente, in the which alfo 
accordinge vnto his dignitie and office, he (hould be worthely interteyned : but the gouemour agayne allured and 
entyfed hym to come out of his citie, and fo by crafte circumuented him, that he toke him priefoner, and com- 
maunded him to be hanged on the layle yarde of the fhyp, and with hym foure other of the rulers of the citie of 
Aden, affyiming that he was commatmded of the Turke fo to handel them, becaufe the cytiezins of Aden had 
not only made a leage with the Portugales, but had alfo payde them tribute : whiche nacion the Turke playnely 
entended to drieue out of India. And thus after the Kynges death, that mofl. riche and beautiful cytie, was euer 
a praye to theues, fpoylers, and murtherers without refyitaunce. Then the gouemoure departing from thence, !efte 
there behynde him a garrifon of two thoufand men of warre, and faylyng forwarde on hys viage, he came to the 
citie called Dium, whiche the Portugales held : and his armie was greatly encreafed by the waye, as we! by land 
as by fea, by reafon of the great coniluence of the Turkes which on euery fide reforted to him, fo that in a Ihort 
fpace they rowled before them a bulwarke or countremure of earth, in maner as bigge as a mountayne, which 
by little and litle they moued neare vnto the trenche or ditche of the caftell, fo that they might fafely (land 
Dehynde the bulwarke, (thus rayfmg a mount,) they befieged the caflell on euery fyde, and battered the walks 
and towres thereof very fore : yet that notwithilanding, were at the length, enforfed to departe, not withoute 
greate loffe and flaughter of theyr fouldiers : for this Dlum, is the ftrongefl. citie that is vnder the doi 
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Cambaia : but the cytie of Cambaia, is fituate in the goulfe called Guza-ai, and is well inhabited, and in nianer 
mofl, excellent of all the cities of India, and is therefore called Cayrus, or Akayr, or Babilon of India. It is 
enulronned with a walle, and hath in it very fayre byldinges. Ye Soldan or chefe ruler hereof, is of Mahumets 
fecte as are ye Turkes. ladta groweth there more plentifully then in any other countre. The inhabitauntes, 
for the mofle parte goe naked, coueting only theyr priuie partes ; they bjnd theyr heades about with a clothe 
of purple color. The Soldan or prince of this citie, hath in a redines for the warres. xx. thoufand horfemen, 
he hath alfo a mightye and magnifical court. When he waketh in ye morning there is heard a great noyfe of 
cimbals, dramflades, timbrelles, (hames, pipes, flutes, trumpettes, and diuerfe other mufical inftrumcntes, hereby 
I'lgnifying that the king lyueth and is in health and merye : in lyke maner doe they whyle he is at dyner. To 
the kyngdom of Cambaia, is the Kingdom of loga nexte adioyning, which reacheth farre on euerye flde. In this 
kingdom, by reafon of the greate heate of the fonne, the bodyes of men begin to waxe blacke and to be fcorched: 
the people of thys countreye haue ringes hanging at their eares and colers aboute theyr neckes of fundry fortes, 
al befet and Ihyninge with precious Hones. The foyle hereof is not very fruitful, this region is rough with 
mountaynes, the byldinge[s] are defpicable, and euyl to dwel in : there is beyonde this, another Kingdom 
called Dechan : this cytie is very beautiful to behold, and fruitful in maner of al thinges : the king hereof vfeth 
great pride, and folemnitie : his pompes and triumphes are in maner incredible, they that wayt vpon the kingo, 
weare on the vpper partes of theyr ihoes certayne ihyning precious Hones, as Piropl (whiche are a kind of 
Rubies or Carbuncles) with Diamandes and fuch other. But what maner of lewelles they vfe in ye (lede of 
collers, eareringes, and ringes, you may well confyder, whereas they geue fuche honour to theyr fete. In this 
kingdom is faid to be a mountayne, out of the whidi Diamandes are digged. 

C Of the Diamande flone, called in Latine Adamas. 

He Diamande is engendred in the mynes of India, Ethiopia, Arabia, Macedonia, and Cyprus, 
and in the golde mynes of the fame countries. That of India excelleth all other in beautie 
and clearenes : that which is of the coloure of yron, is called Siderites, it is often tymes found 
in colour like vnto criilal, and though it be fometimes lyke thereto in whytnes, yet doth it 
differ from criflall in hardnes, in fo much that if it he layd vpon an anuil and ilrongly Hrikcn 
with a hammer, the anuyl and hammer fliall foner be wounded and leape away, then the flone 
periflied or diminiflied : it doth not onelye refufe the forfe of Iron, but alfo refifleth the power 
of fyre, whofe heate is fo farre vnable to melte it, that it can not fo muche as heate it, if we geue credit 
to Plinie, and is alfo ratlier made purer therby, then anye wayes defyled or corrupted: neuertheles, the 
fmguler and excellent hardnes of this Hone, is made fo fofte with ye hoate blood of a Goate or a Lyon, 
that it may be broken: and if it be put with molten lead in hoate fomaces, it waxeth fo hoate that it wylbe 
diffolued : yet are not all Diamandes of fuch hardneffe, for that of Cyprus, and alfo that of the coloure of 
Iron called Siderites, may be broken with hammers and perced with another Diamand: his vertue is to 
bewray poifons, and to frullrate th[e]opperacion therof, and beeing therefore greatly efl.emed of Kinges and 
Princes, it hath euer been of great price. The mountaine of India out of the which the Diamandes are 
digged, is coropaffed with a walle on euery fyde, and kepte with a (Irong defence. 

€ Of the kingdoms and cities of Narfmga and Canonor. 

He King oi Narfmga, in riches and dominion excelleth all other Kinges in thofe partes. The 
chiefe cytie where the King is refident, is in fituacion and fynenes, much lyke vnto the cytie 
of Milayne, but that it flandeth in a place fomewhat declyning and leffe equal! This king 
hath euer in a redines manye thoulandes of men of armes, as one that is euer at warre with 
other countreys, borderers nere aboute him. He is geuen to mofle vile Idolatrie, and 
honoureth the deuyll, euen as doth the king of Calicut. The maners and fafhions of the 
inhabitantes, are after this forte. The gentlemen or fuch as are of greatefl. reuenewes, vfe to 
weare an inward cote or peticote, not very long: hauing theyr heades bounde aboute with !ift.es and rowles of 
fundry coloures after the maner of the Turkes. The common people, couer onli their priuie parts and are 
befyde all together naked. The Kynge weareth on his head a (lately cap made of the riche cloth of Afia, 
beyng two handfulles in length. When he goeth to ye warres, he weareth a vefture of ye filke called Goffampine, 
which he couereth with a cloke adorned with plates of gold: ye hemme or edge of his cloke is befet with all 
maner of ouches and lewelles. Hys horfe is iudged to be of fuch valure if you refpect ye price, as is one of 
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our cities. And this is by the meanes of ye innumerable multitude and fundrie kindes of precious ilones, and 
perles wherewith ye trappers, barbes, and other furnitures of his horfe are couered, with an incredible pompe and 
glori. The foyle of Narfmga, beareth nether wheate nor grapes, and is in maner without al kinde of fruites, 
except citrons and gourdes: the inhabitantes eate no bread, but ryce, fithe and 8eflie, and alfo walnuttes, which 
that countrey beareth, there begin fpyces to be found, as ginger, pepper, mirabolanes, Cardamome, Caflia, and 
dyuers other kyndes of fpyces. 

Canattu, is a very excellente cytie, fayre and beautifull in all thinges, fauing that the Kinge thereof is an 
Idolater. This citie hath a hauen whether the horfes of Perfia are brought, but theyr tribute or cuilonie, is 
excedlnge great ; the inhabitantes lyue witli ryce, flefftie, and fyflie as do they of Naifinga : in the warres they vfe 
the fweorde, the round target, fpeares and bowes, and haue nowe alfo the vfe of gonnes, they are all naked 
iauing their prieuie partes, and go beare headed, except when they goe to the warres, for then they couer theyr 
heades with a redde hatte which thei folde double, and bind it fall with a lyll or bande. In the warres they 
vfe neither horfe, mule, or affe, neither that kynde of camels which we commonly call dromedaries: but 
vfe onely Elephantes. There is alfo in the kingdom of Narfmga another godly citie called Bt/lnagar: it is 
compaffed aboute with a walle, and fituate on the fide of a hyll, beeyng. viij. myles in circuite hauinge alfo in it 
a famous market place. The foyle is very fruitful, there are all delicate thinges to be found that may encreafe 
the pleafures of this lyfe. There maye no where be found more pleaiaunt feldes and woddes for hauking and 
huntinge, a man woulde thinke it were a very Paradyfe of pleafure. The king of this citie is of great power, he 
keepeth dayly many thoufendes of men at armes, vfmge Elephantes in the ilede of horfes. And hath euer foure 
hundreth Elephantes prepared for the warres. 



€ How the Elephantes in India are prepared to warre. 




SHe Elephant is a bead very docible and apte to be taught, and little inferiour from humaine 
fenfe, excellinge ali other beaftes in fortitude and (Irenglh. Therfore ye Indians, when they 
prepare them to the warres, put great packfaddels vpon them, which they bind fall with two 
chainesofIron,conimingvnder theyr belyes. Vpon the packfaddels, they haue on eueiy fide 
a little houfe or towre, or cage (if you liJl fo to call it) made of wood, Thefe towres ar made 
fafl to the necke of the bealle with certayne fawed hordes of the thickenes of halfe a hande 
breath. Euery towre receyueth thre men. And betwene both the towres, vpon the back of 
the bead fytteth an Indian, a man of that countrey which fpeaketli vnto the bealle. For this beaile hath 
marucylous vnderilandJng of the language of hys natyue countrey, and doth wonderfulli beare in memorie 
benefytes (hewed vnto him. It is alfo mode certayne that none other bead draweth fo nere to the excellence 
of humayne fenfe or reafon as doeth this bead, as maye mod playnly appeare, yf we confidre, how he is geuen Co 
loue and glory, to a certeyn frendly gentlenes and honed maners, ioyned with a manieylous difcrecion, to know 
good from euil, more redy to recompence benefites then reuenge iniuries, which excellent properties are not to 
be found in other bmte beades. Therfore when the Elephantes go fonvard to ye warres, feuen armed men 
are appoynted to be caried vpon one Elephant, bearing with them, bowes, iauelins, fweordes and targettes: 
alfo the longe fnout of the Elephant (which thei cal his hand) is armed with a fweorde of two cubites in length, 
and in bredth and thickenes a handfull, dandinge righte forth, tyed fade to the fnowte of the bead, and thus 
beeing furnifhed, they procede to the battaile; and whereas occafton requyreth to go forward or backwarde, 
the ruler of the bead geueth him waminge, whofe voyce he vnderdandeth and obeyeth: dryke hym, fayth the 
ruler, forbeare hym, be fearfe agaynd thefe, abdayne from thefe, the beade obeyeth hym in all thinges, as 
though he had humayn reafon, but yf it fo chaunce that being made afrayd with fire (which thinge they feare 
aboue all other) they beginne to flye, they can by no meanes bee allured to doppe theyr courfe, or retourne 
agayne, for the people of that nacion, can with many fubtyl deuifes as oden as them lideth, raife vp fires to make 
thofe beades afrayde. There be fome men which thincke that Elephantes haue no ioyntes in theyr legges, 
which opinion other affirme to be vntnie, for they haue ioyntes as haue other beades, but that they are very low 
and almod at their fete. The females are of greater fierceneffe then the males, and of much greater drengih 
to beare burdens: they are fometime taken with madnes, declaring the fame by theyr furious running. An 
Elephant excedeth in greatnes thre wilde oxen called Bubali, and is much lyke of heare, and eyed lyke a fwine, 
hauing a long fnout, hanging downward, with the which he putteth into his mouth whatfoeuer he eateth or 
drinketh, for his mouth is vnder his throte, not muche vnlyke the mouth of a fwyne : his fnowte hath holes in it, 
and is holowe within, with this they ouerthrow ye dumpes of trees ; and that of fuche bignes, that the forfe of. 
xxiiij. men is not able to do the lame. The two great tulkes which they haue comming farre oute of theyr 
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mouth, or placed in the vpper kwe, hauinge on euerye fyde lappes hanging downe of the bignes of two hand 
brea[d]th. Theyr fete are round like vnto a flat trene diihe, hauing fyue toes !ike hoeues vndeuided, of the bignes 
of great oyfl,erflielles. Theyr tayles are lyke vnto the taylcs of wilde oxen, thre handful in length haia n^ but 
few heares. The males are bygher then the females. They are of fundry bignes: fome are of \ j handfullec 
bye, fome of xiiij. and fome. xvi. Their pafe in goyng, is fomewhat flowe and walowinge, by eafo 1 ereof 
fome whiche ryde on them and haue not been accudomed thereto, are prouoked to vomitte, euen as tl ej ere 
toffed on the fea. Yet it is great plefure to ride on the yong Elephantes, for they goe as foftely s a bel ng 
moiles. When yon attempt to geat vp, to ryde on them, they bow downe toward you, as thou^I h y louli 
eafe you with a llerope, that you may the eafelier geat vp, which neuertheles cannot wel be do e vithout 
helpe. They are all vnbrideled hauinge neither withe nor coller aboute theyr neckes, but goe w th thej r heades 
al together lofe. And becaufe they are not couered with brillels or bigge heares, they haue not fo mu 1 e ^s i 
theyr tayle anye helpe to dryue awaye flyes. For euen this greate beaile alfo (fayeth Plinie) is troubled with 
this lyttle vermyne. Theyr (kinne is very rowghe, and full of chappes, and rifles, hke the barke of a tree, being 
fomwhat filthye and full of fwette, whiche by heate refolued into vapoure, by fauour draweth flyes vnto it: there- 
fore when any flyes or other creping vermen are entered into the fayde riftes of thejT flcinnes, fodeynly bending 
and drawing together their fkinne, they hold them fail and kyl them, and this is to them in the (lede of a tayle, 
a mane, or rough and brilleled heare, 

« Of the beajie called 'Rh'mocexos. 

Hinoceros is comonly found in the fame countrey, where Elephantes are engendred, and 
is borne an enemy to the Elephant {as laith Plinie) no leffe feking his deflruction then doth 
the dragon : wherfore the Romaynes confidering the natures of thefe beades, were wont to 
put them together vpon the theater or ftage, for a fpectacle, therby to declare the natures of 
enemies. This Rhinoceros hath two homes, whereof the one is of notable bignes, growing 
oute of his nofethrilles, and is of flatte forme, and as harde as Iron. The other groweth aboue 
in his necke, and is but a little one, but wonderful flrong : when this bead attempteth to 
inuade the Elephant, he fyleth and whetteth his home on a (lone and flryketh at the belly of the Elephant, 
which place he knoweth to be moil open to his (Iripes, and eafyefl to receaue hurt, becaufe of the foftenes thereof, 
which he cutteth with his home as with a fweord. Some auctours write that Rhinoceros is vnequall in bignes to 
the Elephante : but Tukits Solinus Giith, that he is as long as the Elephante, but hath fhorter legges : when 
Rhinoceros therfore and the Elephant ioyne together in fighte, they vfe theyr naturall weapons : the Rhinoceros 
his home, and the Elephante his tufl^es, ^i-herewith he fo violendye beateth and teareth the fliinne oi Rhinoceros 
being as harde as home or Ihcll, and fcarcelye able to be pearfed with a dart, that he neuertheles enforfeth him 
to fall downe. Rhinoceros agayne on the other partie fo woundeth the belye of the Elephante with the home of 
hys nofethrilles, yf he doe not preuente hys (Irokes, yat he fainteth with bleding. In the yere of Chria. rsrs- 
the firil day of Maye, was broughte oute of India to Emanuel the king of Portugale Rhinoceros alyue, of the 
coloure of boxe, fomwhat variable and as it wer dickered, couered with fiielles lyke fcales, or rather lyke Ihieldes. 
This beall was in bignes equall to an Elephante, but had Ihorter legges, and was armed on cucry parte. He 
had a (Ironge and fiiarpe home in his nofethrilles, the whiche (as I haue fay<le) he fyleth, when he prepareth 
him to fight. All this great hatered betwene thefe two beafles, is for ye bell paft,ures which one ft,riueth to take 
from the other as fome wryters laye. In the yeare of Chriile. T5TS, King Emanuel fet forth a fpectacle in the 
citie of Li/bona, in which was a combat betwene the Elephant and Rhinoceros. A fight doubtleffe worthy great 
admiracion. But in this fight, the Elephant had the ouerthrowe. 



C 0/" Calicut, the mofi famous market towne of India. 

He cytie of Calicut is in the continente or mayne lande. And the houfes therof adioyning to 
the fea. It is not walled about, but conteyneth in circuite. vi. thoufand houfes, not adherent 
together as the maner of bylding is with vs, but one being diflant from another, a further 
fpace. It is extended in length a thoufand pafes. The houfes thereof, are but fimple and very 
lowe, not paffinge the heygth of a manne on horfebacke from the grounde. In tlie ftede 
of a roofe, they are couered with bowes of trees, harde and thicke couched together, the caufe 
hereof is, that yf the earth there be in anye place digged fyue handfuU depth, the water 
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fpringeth forth, by reafon wherof they can lay no depe foundacions for theyr houfes, fufficiente to beare anye 
heauye roofe. The Kinge of thys citie is geuen to Idolatrie, and honoureth the deuyll himfelf Yet he denieth 
not but that there is a God which made heauen and earth. And the fame to be the chiefe auctour and fyrile 
caufe of all thinges. But fayth that he hath committed the rule and iudgemente of the world, to the deuil, to 
whom he hath geuen power to rewarde men with good or bad according to their defertes. This deuil they cal 
Deumo, but the mightie God and maker of the world, they cal lamerani. The king hath in his Chappell the 
Image of this deuyl Detimt, fytting with a diademe or crowne on his head, much lyke vnto the myter which the 
Romayne Bilhoppes weare, faue that this deuils myter hath foure notable homes. He fytteth gapinge and hath 
a greate wyde mouthe, with foure teeth and a deformed nofe, lowringe eyes, a grimme, terrible, and threatening 
countenaunce, with hooked handes lyke flefhehookes, and feete not much vnlyke the feete of a cocke. Al fuch 
as behold this horrible raoniler, are fodeynly aflonied. For it is furely a thing moil vyle to beholde, and no 
leffe terrible. The chappel is on euery fyde ful of painted deuyls : and in euery comer thereof fytteth a deuyll 
made of copper, and that fo workemanly handeled, that he femeth like flaming fire, raiferably confuming the 
foules of men. This deuyl with his righte hande, putteth a foule to his mouth, and with his lefte hand, he 
taketh another from a place beneth. Euery morning their Prielles (called Bramint) waihe the Image of the 
deuyll with rofe water, or fuch other fwete liquoure, and perfume hym with dyuerfe fwete fauours, kneling on 
theyr knees and praying vnto him. Euerye feuenth day, thei take the blond of a cocke and put it in a fduer 
veflel, ful of burning coales : addinge thereunto innumerable odoriferous gummes and ponders to make a fwete 
finoke or fumigacion. Then the Prielle taketh his fenfer with burning coles, putting therto frankencenfe, and 
thus maketh his oblacion to Sathan, during which tyme of facrifice, a lyttle fyluer bell, is ronge continuallye. 
The king fytteth not downe to his meate, vntyll foure of his chapleins haue ofEred parte of the lame meate to 
the deuyl. And when the Eynge goeth to dyner, he fytteth on the gronnde withoute eyther carpet or table 
cloth. And as he fytteth at diner, foure of the prielles wayte vpon him (landing : not approchinge nere vnto 
hym by the diflaunce of foure pafes, geuing renerent attendaunce vnto the kinges talke. When he hath dyned, 
the Priefles take the meate that is left, and gene it to the crowes to eate : which byrdes they haue in fuch 
eftimacion, yat it is not lawful to hurt them. When the king thai marie a wife, he goeth not to bed with 
her, vntil the be defloured of ye high Fried, whom the king for his paines rewardeth with, v, C. [five hundred] 
pieces of golde. 



€ Of the maners of the Indians in Calicut. 

j Ext afler the King, ye prieftes which feme ye Idols, are had in chiefe reuerence. Nexte vnto 
them, the Magiftrates, called l^erl^ are no lefle eflemed then amonge vs Senatoures or Lordes 
of the counfayl. When thefe goe abroade, they cary with them fwordes, targettes, bowes and 
iauelins. Such as are counted of the thyrde order, are in like place with them, as are Arti- 
ficers with vs. They of the fourth order, lyue by fifhinge. And to them of the fyfthe order, 
perteyneth the gathering of pepper, wjme, and walnuttes. Tlie bafefl and poorefl fort, are 
they which fowe and gather ryce, beyng contemned both of the prieftes and Senatours. The 
Kinge, the Queue, and the inhabitantes of the cytie, haue almoft no apparel, couering onely theyr fylthy partes 
with cotton of the tree called Goffampine, and not with filke: and are befide altogether naked. They goe 
barefoted and bareheaded. When the King is dead, yf there remayne alyue any heyres, males, either children 
or brethren, or brethers children, they fuccede not in die kingdome : for by cuftome of the countreye, the 
fyfters fonnes are inheritours to ye crown: but yf there bee no fuche lyuinge, he fuccedeth in the kingdom 
which is neareft of bloud to ye king, of whiche coftume, the reafon is (as they laye) becaufe the Prieftes defloure 
the Quenes. When the King taketh any fane ioumey, or rydeth a hunting, the Prieftes wayte vpon the Quene 
at home, and kepe her company: for nothinge can be more thankefull to the kynge, then to haue the Quene 
thus acraftomed in adulterye with the Priedes, by whiche common proftitucion of the quene, he maye well iudge 
that the chyldren borne of her, are not to be eftemed as his owne : and therfore affigneth the right of his inheri- 
taunce to his fyfters children, as to the nereft of his bloude, becaufe his brothers children (as is fayd before) may 
not fuccede him in the kingdome by the cuftome of the countrey. The noble men and marchauntes vfe this 
falhion among themfelues. Such as haue wyues, do often tymes chaunge theyr wyues, one frende with an other 
for th[c]encreafe of further frendfliip. At which exchaunging of wyues, one of them fpeaketh to another after this 
manner. Forafmuch as you are my veri frend, let vs chaunge wyues : on fuch condicion, that I maye haue 
yours and you myne. The other aflteth him yf he fpeake in eamefte. He fweareth yea : let vs goe then (layth 
his felow) to myhoufe; when they are come thether, the good man calleth forth his wife, faying vnto her: 
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Woman, come hether and folow this man: for he (hall from henceforth be thy hufband. She alketh him yf he 
fpeake in eaxnell : he anfwereth, in good earnefL Then fayth the woman : I wil folowe him gladly. He taketh 
her away with him, and in lyke maner fendeth his wyfe to his frende. And this is the cuflome which thei vfc 
in chaunging of wyues. But the children remaine with theyr fyrile father. Other of thefe Idolaters vfe dyuerfe 
other cuftomes. For among fome of them, one woman is maried to feuen hufbandes, which lie with her by 
courfe one after another. And whe fh ! tl b ht f th a child, fhe fendeth it to whiche of her feuen huf- 
bandes Ihe liil : who maye in no caf f f t. \M th y ate, they lye along on the grounde, and haue theyr 



f Ip nes, they vfe leaues of trees. Their meate, is ryce, 
y m n committe murther, and bee apprehended, he is 



mcate in great diflhes, or treys of coj p I 

fiflie, fpyces, and fruites of the con f 
punifhed after this maner. 

They haue a kynde of gaDowes m d vitl j; fl f th lengths of foure pafes : On the whyche, not farre 

from the toppe, are faftened two it th fh ri d ye one lying ouer the other after the maner of 

a croffe: then the body of ye offend thmil 1 gh p one of ye flaues. And fo the miferable wTetche 

hangeth vntyll he haue geuen vppe th gh (I B t yf j man wound another, or beate hym with a ftaffe, 

he redemeth th[e]offence, payinge t tl k f, rtayn f golde. When they pray, they go fyrfl before the 



ryling of the funne, to fome ryuer o 
cleane : And fo beeinge wafiied, the) t h th 
theyr prayers before theyr Idols. Wl th y la) th n 
make certayne deuylifhe gellures l)k vnt dd 

after a (Iraunge forte, wyth no lelT 1 1 rm g tl 
king prepareth him to ye warres he h tl dyn IT 

haue no vfe, but only of fuch as fyght El j ha t 

fyllet of fcarlet colour, tied about th h d Wh 
iauelins,and bowes. 



they plunge themfelues, to th[e]intent to waihe them 

t 11 they haue at home at theyr houfes, poured forth 

f lues down on the grounde, fecretely to praye, they 

flaring with theyr eyes, and turning them inward 

tenaunce, very monftrous to beholde. When the 

hundreth thoufand fotemen. For of horfemen they 

A! that are of the Kinges bande, have a filken 

th go to the warres they vfe round fweordes, targets. 



C Of Pepper and other /pices which groive in the region of Calicut. 
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jlEpper groweth in ye fuburbes of the citie of Calicut. There is fome alfo gathered within the 
citie. The flalke of pepper is veri weake : fo that it can not flande vpryghte, without a (lake 
or proppe to fuflein it, as haue ye vynes. It is not much vnlike vnto luie : and in hke maner 
crepeth and (Iretcheth forth it felf embrafmg and ouerfpreading fuch trees as grow nere vnto 
it. This tree (or rather Ihnibbe) is deuided into many braunches, of the lengthe of two or 
thre hand bredth. The leaues are lyke the leaues of an Orenge tree: fauinge that thefe are 
fomewhat grolfer and fatter, with fmall vaynes running betwene on the contrarye fide. On 
e ther hai^eth fixe thicke cluflers of beries, a hand breadth in length, and of the colour of wild 
They are gathered in the monethes of October and Nouember : Inclininge yet to a grene colour, and fo 
laying them on mattes or coueriettes, they fet them in the funne to be dried; where, within the fpace of 
thre dayes, it waxeth black, euen as it is brought hether. They vfe neyther cutting nor digging, or other tillage, 
but onely the fimple and pure fniitfulnes and encreafe of the earth. Plinie fayth that the trees of pepper are lyke 
vnto oure iuniper trees. And that in his time, fome affymied yat they were brought foorth only in the front of ye 
mount Caucafus on the fouthfyde toward the fonne. But the Portugals, whiche in this our dales fayle into the 
Eafl partes, haue found it otherwife. The region of Calicut, beareth alfo Ginger : which doubtles is a roote, and 
is often tymes founde of the weighte of xii. races i but al are not of lyke bignes. This roote entreth no deper 
into ye ground, then. iii. or. iiii. handbredUi, like vnto the rede. When ginger is digged out of ye ground, they 
leaue the knotte or ioynte of the roote, in the pytte out of %vhich they digged the ginger ; couering ye fame with 
earth as a fede, agaynfl the next yeare to encreafe and bring forth more ginger. It is found in playn ground of 
a redde erth, as ar Mirabalanes. Ther groweth alfo diuers other fmtes and (hnibbes vnknowen to vs, as Taceri, 
graccara, ainia, Carocapel, Comolanga, and fuch other of which fome haue the taRe and lauoure of quinces, fome 
of peaches, fome of damafke prunes, fome of melones, and fome of fi^es, etc. Aloe groweth alfo in that region ; 
and is a certayn gumme, gathered from a litle tree, which is faftened in the earth, onely with one roote after ye 
maner of a ftaffe, pytched in the grounde. The bodie of the tree, is tender and redde, of llrong fauour and 
bitter taft. It fomtyme putteth forth droppes of gurame withoute anye cuttinge. And this of India, is muche 
better then that which groweth in Ituha. 
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C Of byrdes and beafles which are found in the region ^Calicut : and 
of the wyne of the merueylous tree. 




Here is found in Calicut, diners and fundry kyndes of foure footed beafles and foules. As lions, 
wilde boores, hartes, hyndes, wolues, kyne, wylde oxen, goates, and Elephantes: whych neuer- 
theles are not engendred there, but brought thether. There bee atfo grene popingiays, and 
feme [of] white fethers of variable colours, lying like fcoutchins. Some alfo of purple coloure. 
Of thefe there is fuch plentie, that they are fayne to appoint men to kepe them from the rice 
which groweth there in the feldes. They are merueilous chatteringe and of fmall price. 
There are alfo birdes called Sarau, fomwhat leffe then popingiayes, but make a much fweter 
noyfe. There are alfo manye other kyndes of byrdes vnlyke vnto oures : Of which, euerye morning and euening 
is hearde fuche a harmonie and fo fwete a noyfe, that nothing can be more delectable ; In fo litde mouthes 
confiileth in maner al muficke, and therfore the inhabitauntes lyue in greate pleafure, as though they were in an 
earthly paradife, where floures are euer fpringing, and trees continue grene al the hole yeare. The heauen is 
beneficiall vnto them, and the ayre mod temperate continually. So that thei are nether bytten with co!de in 
winter nor burnt with heate in fomer, but lyue as it were in continual fpringe tyme. The fame region bringeth 
forth alfo Marmafets and Munkeys, whiche are great hinderaunce to ye men of the countrey : and fpecially to the 
poore forte, beecaufe they clyme the walnut trees, and fpylle the fweete liquoure of the fruyte thereof, of which 
the Indians make mofl pleafaunt wyne. For thefe Indians haue a tree moil excellent aboue all other trees of 
the world, which bringeth foorth dates !yke vnto the Palme tree. This tree ferueth them for firewood : and 
beareth a kynde of walnuttes mofl dehcate to be eaten ; Alfo a kind of cordes, fofte cloth, wine, oy!e, and 
fuger. But chiefly it bringeth foorth this excellent kynde of nuttes like vnto dates. From thefe they take awaye 
the fyrile rynde or barke and call it in the fire. The other fruite is not muche vnlyke Goffampine cotton, or fylke. 
Of the floures they make doth lyke filke : the flaxe whiche is lefte, they fpinne agayne, and make therof fmal 
roopes or cordes. The lad barke or rinde, conteineth the nutte, whofe thickeneffe is no more then the lyttle 
fynger of a mans hande. Furthermore the fweete liquoure or wyne, is engendered with the nutte, fo that as the 
nutte groweth, the liquoure alfo encreafeth : In fo much that when the nut is full growen, the lyquoure tyllethe 
the inne warde partes of the fame. And thys liquoure or wyne, is moil cleare, not muche vnlyke vnto rofe- 
water ; Of which neuertheles is made a very fatte oile. They cut alfo the trunke or flocke of the tree in ye 
morning and euening : by whiche meanes they gather a mod excellent liquour, which they feeth on the fyre, 
and make thereof fo merueylous a drinke, that if a man drinke thereof beyond meafure, he is drieuen into furie 
and madnes. This liquour is vfed there in the dcde of wyne. But let vs nowe retume to the beades which are 
found in Calicut. Serpentes growe there vnto fuch houdge greatneffe, that they are in maner as bigge as fwyne. 
They haue heades muche larger then bores heades. Thei are foure foted, foure cubites in length, engendered 
and conuerfaunte in fennie and marriflie groundes. The men of that countrei faye that thefe beades are without 
poyfoa There are alfo found other kyndes of ferpentes : of the whiche one kynde hath fo mortall venime, that 
yf they drawe nener fo lyttle blud, it caufeth prefent death. There are other ferpentes which in quantite 
reprefent the ferpent called A/pis. Again, otherfome are much higher of whiche there are greate plentie. 
The men of the countrey thinke yat they are fpirites fallen from heauen : and therfore haue them in great 
reuerence. Thei haue conceaued this opinion of them, becaufe that in maner with touching, they bringe 
prefent death. And this is the caufe whi there is fo great abundaunc[e] of ferpentes, that by the kinges 
commaundement it is not lawful to hurt them : and therefore they wander fafelye where them lideth, and 
are edemed of them as thinges that bring good fortune. For whereas the men of yat countrey, goe abroade 
aboute anye bufines, thei take it for good luck to mete any of them by the waye. The popingiayes of India 
are for the mod part, of grene colour befyde ye head, which is ether redde or yelowe like golde. They haue 
a great and large toung, and are therfore of a louder voyce, and fpeake more plainly. They leame the 
fyrd and fecond yeare fuch thinges as are taughte them. And beare them longer in memory. They drinke 
M-yne, and vfe theyr fete in the dede of handes when they feede. 
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C 0/ the fundrye kindes of Spices, which are founde in Calicut, a7id f'otn 
whence they are brought thyther. 



Camhma. 




linger groweth in Calicut, yet is there much broughte thether from the cytie of Canonor. 

Cinamome commeth from the Ilande aiZaylon, whyche is fyftye leages beeyonde Caliait 
Eaftwarde. 

Pepper groweth in Calicut : but muche more is broughte thether from Corimucol, whiche 
is. xij. leages beyonde Calicut. 

Cloues are gathered in a place, called Meluza, certayn leages diflant from Caliait. 
Nutmegges and Mace, growe in Moluc/ia, beyng diflante from Calicut hundreth and thre 
fcore leages, and fomewhat more. 

Mutke and Cafloreum, is brought from the region of Fego, whiche is from Calicut, almolle hundreth 
and fyftye leages. 

Pearles of the biggeft forte, are gathered neare vnto the Hand and cytie of Ormus, fituate in the goulfe 
csSitA Sinus Perficus: And are fente from thence to Calicut, as to the generall market towne of all the Eafl partes. 
Spikenarde, and Mirabalanes, are brought from Camhaia to Calicut. 
Frankencenfe, ajid Myrre, come from Arabia. 

Aloe, and Camphyre, are brought from Kyui, or Chiua. 1. [fifty] leages from Calicut. 
Long pepper cometh from Samotor, Cardamome ye greater, is brought from Canonor. 
Prefilium, or brafyll, cometh from Darnafseri, othenvyfe called Tarmafferi, almoil. CC. [two hundred] 
leages from Calicut. 



C Of the Hand of ZzyXon, and of Cinamome found there. 

Aylon is a very large region, and bringeth foorth chefelye Elephantes in greate plenlic. It hath 
alfo Mountaynes of merueylous length : at the rootes wherof are found Rubines, Hiacinthes, 
Saphyres, Topafes, and fuche other precious (lones. In this Hand groweth the Cinomome 
tree, not much vnlyke ye bayetree, fpecially in the leaues. It bringeth forth graynes much lyke 
vnto baye beries, but fomwhat leffe and whytiihe. That which we commonly call Cinomorne, 
is nothinge els but the barke or rynde of a tree, which is gathered after this maner. Euery 
thyrde yeare they cut of the braunches of the trees, and take of the barke or rynde thereof, 
which is our Cinomome. They cut not the body of the tree, but only the branches. When it is firft gathered, 
it is grene, and not perfectly fwete vntyll it be kept a moneth. This Hand is fituate vnder the Equinoctial line, 
where is continuall fpringe all the yeare. The inhabitauntes weare clokes, with one arme oute vncouered, 
and haue clothe made of Goffampine cotton, or of filke. A rede is to them in the (lede of fworde, rapyre, 
and iauelyne. And are therefore feldome llayne in the warres. 




C OfthecytieofXdsvssS.s&'A, and the maner of the cytezins there. 

jlHe cytie of Tarnafferi, is diftaunte from the Kingdome of Narfinga. xiiij. dayes fayling 
Ellward, and hath a king of great puyflaunce and marueylous riche. The foyle of this citie, 
bringeth forth wheate, cotton of Gofsampine trees, and plentie of filke. The fieldes bringe 
foorthe all kindes of fruites ; quinces aKo and oranges. It is replenifhed with manye and 
fundrye kyndes of beaftes afwell wyld as tame, as kyne, fliepe, gotes, fwyne, hartes, hyndes, 
wolues and lyons. There are alfo feene thofe kyndes of cattes which beare the riche furres 
called Zibellini, which we call Sables. In all the fieldes and woodes of this region are founde 
many Peacockes, Faulcons, and mod fayre Popingiayes of white colour intenningled with feuen variable coloures. 
There is alio maruelous plentye of hares and partryches. There are manye of other llraunge kyndes of foules : 
and fpecially fuch as lyue by praye, whiche are muche higher then Eagles : whofe vpper beakes arc of fuche 
bignes and hardnes, that handles for fweordes are made thereof. Alfo the cockes and hemies of thys region are 
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muche hygher and bi^er then ours. IVhen the people of the countreye goe to theyr raeate, they lye downe on 
the grounde withoute carpet or cloth : Yet vfe they woodden veffelles, workemanlye made. Theyr drinke 
is water myxte with fuger : but the poorer forte, drinke onelye water. Their beddes are made of Goflampine 
cotton, wyth couerlettes alfo of cotton or fylke. They goe all in generall barefooted excepte the Prieftes. The 
Kynge of this cytye, doeth not conmiytte his wife to the Priedes to bee defloured, as doth the king of Calicut, 
but to whyte men, as are the chriflians and Turkes. For this office is not committed to the Idoloters. But 
after that the new maried quene hath been thus defloured the fyrfl night, yf euer after (he doe difhonour 
the Kyng her hufband, by violating the faith made to him, from thencefoorth neuer to knowe any other 
man carnally, her punilhment is death incontinently. When the Kynges or the Priefl.es dye, their bodies are 
laid on a great fyre, and the afhes thereof refenied in erthen pottes, putting thereto a porcion of falte petre, 
and burjinge the fame m theyr owne honfes. While the bodies are burning, they cafl. into the fyre al 
kyndes of fwcte fauouring gummes, and fpices as Aloe, Frankencenfe, Myrre, Storax, Coralle, fandalles, 
and fuche other innumerable : In the meanc tyme blowing trumpets and fliawmes, after the maner of them which 
amonge the gentiles were canonized into ye numbre of the goddes. And within xv. dayes after ye hufbandes 
death, the wyfe calleth to her all her kmffolkes, bidding them to a banket : and fo being decked with al her 
iewels, ihe procedeth with them to the place where her hufbande was buried, where a graue is redye digged for 
her, inclofed about with filken cloth, haumge in it a fyre made of fweete wood. When the woman hath 
thus feafled her kynlTolkes, ihe eateth much of the herbe called Betola, wherby fhe is driuen into a madnes. In 
thys meane whyle, innumerable trumpetters (wearing fuch veftures as they vfe in the deuyls feruice) go as it were 
on procefTion aboute the graue, while the woman runneth vp and down, daunfing continually like a frantike 
bodie. And thus when the ceremonies are fynifhed, fhe calleth her felfe headlong into the fyre and graue : 
and that with no leffe cherefulnes then yf fhe Ihould be receaued into heauen. And vnlelfe the woman (hould 
performe thys cuftome, ihe ihould incurre moil vyle infamie, and be a mocking Ilocke to all her nacion, as one 
that loued not her hutband. But the common people vfe not thys cuilome : but only the rulers and 
princes. And therfore the king him felfe is often tymes prefente at thefe folemnities. 



How; the kingc 



The herbe .Bftoii. 




C Of the kingdoms and cities of Pego and Bangelia. 

IRom the cytie of Tarnafferi, to the cytie of Sangalla, is. xi. dayes iliylinge. This cytie hath a 
kynge : and the countrey is very fruyteful with great plentie of wheat, ileihe, fuger, ginger, and 
golfampine cotton; and hath therfore very rich marchantes. There yearely paiTeth from this 
citie fyftie (hyppes frayghted wyth goflampine cotton, and filke clothes : which are caried from 
thence to the Turkes, Syrians, Arabians, Perfians, Ethiopians, and Indians. Here are alfo 
founde certayne Chriilian merchaunt men, which come out of Th[e]empire of the great C/tam 
of Cathay : bringing with them Aloe, Cailoreum and the fwete gumme called Laferpitium, with 
other fwete fauours. In this cytie, the men fpinne and carde and make clothe, and not the womenne. From 
this cytie Eailwarde, is another great citie called Pego, beyng fituate by a verye fayre ryuer. The Kinge of 
thys cytie, is an Idolater, and hathe innumerable menne of warre, both horfemenne and footemenne. The 
foyle beareth wheate plentifuUye; and bringeth foorth in maner all kyndes of beafles, and hath therfore great 
abundaunce of fleihe, yet are there but fewe Elephants ; But of other beafles and foules, great plentie as is at 
Calicut: and fpeciallye of popingiayes, whiche are of louder voice then in any other place. There is little 
trafficque or marchaundife in this region, except iewe3s and precious ilones, and fpeciallye Rubies, called Pyropi, 
whiche are broughte thether from the cytie of Capelan. Thefe precious ilones fhyne fo brighte in the darke 
nyghte, as thoughe it were the fonne beames. The countrey adioyning, bringeth forth Lacha, Sandalum, called 
faunders: Alfo brafile, goflampine cotton and fylke. From Pego to the cytie of Malaccha (whiche fome call 
Melaqiia) is eygh[t]e dayes faylinge; where on the other fyde is fene a great Hand called Sumatra, otherwife 
Samotra, and was in time paile called Tafirobana. This Malaccha, hath a goodly and commodious hauen: by 
reafon wherof, moe ihippes arriue there then in any other place: bringinge with them fpyces and other 
marchaundife in great abundance. The region is not generally fruytful, yet hath it wheat and flefhe; but 
greate fcarceneiTe of wood. The foules wander in the feldes as they doe in the region of Calicut. But the 
popingiayes are here much fayrer. It bringeth foorth alfo fpices, launders, tinne, elephantes, horfes, Ihepe, 
wilde oxen, pecokes, and fuch other kyndes of beafles. It is not lawfuU there to bye and fell, except you bye 
fpices and fylke. It is alfo there very daungerous to walke in the citie in the nighte feafon, beecaufe of the theft 
and cruelnes of the inhabitantes, which til one another like dogges. And therfore the marchaund flraungers 
lodge not out of their fliippes. How the Portugales fubdued Malaccha, ihalbe faid hereafter in the defcripcion 
of the newe Ilandes. 



Rubies sbyningby 

night. 

Lacha, Lacca, or 



Hosted by Google 



\0f the newe India, as it is knowen & found, &c^ 



C Of ike greate and ryche Ilande <?/' Sumatra, or Samotra, sometyme 
called Taprobana. 




[Ome thinke this Sumatra, to be that Hand which of the old writers is called Taproh 
vexye great and riche : and hath in it foure Kinges crowned with Diademes, 






Idolaters: in religion, maner of lyuinge, ajid apparell, not muche vnlyke the Kinge of 
Tarnafseri. They exceade all other men in bigneffe of bodie. They haue greye or b\ewe 
eyes, and are of cruell countenaunce, and terrible voyce. They are long lyued and lyue euen 
vntyl an hundretb yeares of age. The fea in certaine chanels is of fuch heigth and depth, that 
no anker may come to the bottome therof. The inhabitantes are great fylhers on the fea, and 
haue great pleafure to take the fhelle fylhe, called the Tortoyfe of the fea; of whiche, fome are of fuche houdge 
bignes, that the fhelle of one of them may fufSfe to make a houfe well able to receaue a hole famelie. For 
fome of them beare flielles of xv. cubites in length: and aie therefore apt for that purpofe. The molt part of 
this Ilande is bumte with heate, and hath in it many defolate places and wildemelTes. There are founde many 
and greate Pearles. For theyr money, they vfe coyned golde, fyluer and tynne. The golden coyne, hath on 
the one fyde a deuils head grauen, and on the other fyde a chariot which Elephantes draw. This region 
bringeth foorth more plentie of Elephantes, of greater (lature, and a better broede, then are found in any other 
place. In the fea about this Ilande, are often tymes fene the great monftrous fylhes, and kynde of Whales, 
called Ealene, which bring many incommodities to the inhabitantes. They are of fuch monflrous bignes, that 
when they approche to the Sei b^nkes, they feeme lyke \nto hylles: they haue rough backes full of fharpe 
prickes. And except men walke \crj warely by the fea bankes, they are in daunger to be fodeynly fwalowed 
vp of thefe monflers. Some of them haue fo greate and wyde mouthes, that they fometymes fwallowe whole 
fhippcs with the men. This countre) brmgeth foorthe Lacha, Lacca, or Lacla, which (leyneth filke and cloth 
in high redde or crimifon coloure It is engendred m a tree, not much vnlyke vnto our walnut trees. Ther is 
alfo great plenty of pepper, higher then is iounde m other places. In their mother tonge pepper is called 
Malaga. It is folde thereby raeafure, as wheat is with vs, and not by weight. There is fo great plentie hereof, 
that there are yearely certaync (hippcs laden thcrwith to Cathay, where ye aire is colder. From Sumetra to 
the Hand of Banda, which is but rude and barren, and of playne and lowe grounde, whofe inhabitantes are 
barbarous, and little diffennge from beafles, hauing lowe houfes, and no apparell but fhertes, barefoted and 
bareheaded, with long heare, of defpicable ilature, duUe witted of no (Irength, and Idolaters. The foyle of 
this countrey, bringeth forth nothing but nutmegges, and a few other fruites. The ilalke or bodi of ye nutmeg- 
tree, is not much vnlike ye llilke of a pcache tree bnngm^ foith lyke braunches and leaues, but fomewhat 
narower. Before thefe nutts be rype, ye mace crepeth on the tree lyke a florifhing rofe. And when the nutte 
waxeth rype, the mace embrafeth it round about. And fo they t,ither both together in commune, at a tyme 
appointed; for they vfe no diflribucion thereof, but he that gathereth moll, hath moft. This tree bringeth 
forth his fruyte plentifully without any arte of hufbandrye or tyllage. They are gathered at fuch time as we 
gather cheflnuttes. From this Hand within fixe dayes iayling, is the Hand of Monoch, in the which clones are 
founde, as alfo in other Ilandes, therto adioyninge. The tree whiche beareth cloues, hath his (lalke not much 
vnlike vnto the boxe tree, with leaues lyke the Cinomome tree, but fomewhat rounder. And when the cloues 
beginne to waxe rype, they beate the trees with redes, fpreding fyrfl couerlettes or mattes vnder ye fame. TJie 
grounde where thefe trees grow, is of ye colour of cleye or fand. This region is Ctuate fo low, that ye feuen 
(larres called Sepftntriones (being not farre from Vrfa inaior, called charles wayne) can not there be fene, 
becaufe ye fouth pole (called pole Antaitike) appeareth aboue the earth. 



C Of the Ilande of Bornei. 




He Hand of Bomei (which fome call Pome) is diftant from Monoch fiftie leages. The inhabi- 
tantes are Idolaters, very quick witted, and of maner of liuing not greatly to be difcommended. 
Thei vfe not al one kynde of apparell. Some weare (hertes of goffampine cotton, fome 
beafles fkinnes, and fome high cappes lyke myters, of redde colour. This Hand bringeth 
forth yearely great plentie of Camphora, called camphyre, whiche they affirme to be the 
gumme of a certayn tree. Of this Ilande I wil fpeake more hereafter in the nauigacions 
toward the Eafl partes. 
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C Of the Hand of Giaua. 




He Hand of Gyma, is diftant from Bornei. v. dayes fayling towarde the fouth. This Hand is 
fo great, yat it conteineth in it many kingdoms: ye inhabitantes ar geuen to idolatri. It 
bnngeth forth filke, which of it felfe groweth there plentifullye in the wooddes. The precyous 
Hone called Smaragdus (which is ye tme Emerode) is found there more excellent, then in any 
other plare of the w orlde. It hath abundaunce of golde and copper of the befl kynd. The 
fo)Ie btareth wheat and other corne, with al kindes of fruites in great plentia When the 
men of this countne goe to the fea, theyr weapons are bowes, and arrowes of redes. They 
vfe alfo t > mfcct thejr arrones with venime, and to blowe them onte of a tninke as we doe pellets of claye: 
with the which jf the} dra\^e neuer fo litde bloud, prefente death foloweth inimedia[t]lye. They haue alfo this 
cuflome, that ivhen they fee the>T parentes by reafon of age to be vnprofitable, they bring them to the market 
towne, and there fell them to the people called Anihropopha^, which eat mens flefiie, of whom they are incon- 
tinently flayne, and eaten. The feme doe they with the yonger forte alfo, yf they fall into any defperate difeafe. 



C Of the Hand of laua. 

Here are two Ilandes of thys name, as laua the more and laua the leffe. The biggefl 
reacheth forth toward the South, and is layd to haue in it many kingdoms. The 
inhabitantes are Idolaters and haue a peculier language. In this Hand is greate plentie 
of pepper, Nuttemegges, Spikenarde, Galangale, and other (pices. Mani marchauntes of 
other countreies are wont to reforte thether, and geat great riches by ye fpices which 
they carie from thenfe. In this Hand alfo are people called Anthropophagi, which are 
wont to eate mens flefhe. 




C Of the Hand of Madagafcar. 



[ Hand is counted to te one of the greateft and rychefle Ilandes of the worlde. The 
nhdbitaites are ot Mahun ets fecte as are the Turkes. It bringeth forth many Elephantes, 
\ reafon wherof tl ere is greate plentie of luerye which is the Elephantes tothe. For it 
thought that there is no greater plentie of luerie, then in this Hand and in the Hand of 
C bet They eate the flethe of none other beafles, but onely of Camels, becaufe the Hande 
s lull thereof and alfo that it is founde to be more holefome for the people of that 
comtrey then any other flefhe There are alfo in this Hand many woddes that bringe 
foorth redde f-ji lers for the which many marchauntes refort thether. In the fea about this Hand, great 
whiles ^re t^ken out of the which amber is gathered. There are lions, leopardes, hartes, hyndes, goates, and 
m ny other beales and foules b> realon whereof they vfe muche haukinge and huntinge. 




C Of the Hand of Zanzibar. 

fflHe Hande of Zanzibar, hath a peculier Kinge and language. The inhabitantes are idolaters, 
and are of groffe and fliorte ilature 1 but yf theyr heygth dydde aunfwere to theyr thickeneffe 
and breadth, they mighte feme to be giauntes. They arc all blacke, and goe naked, 
onely couering theyr pryuie partes. The heare of theyr heades, is merueylouflye corlde. 
They haue greate mouthes, nofethrilles flyrtting vpwarde and wyde, with great eares 
and cruell eyes. Theyr women are deformed by reafon of iheyr greate eyes, greate mouthes, 
and greate nofethrilles. They hue with milke, fleffhe, ryce, and dates. They iacke wyne : 

yet they make a pleafaunt drinke of ryce, fuger, and other fpices. Many marchauntes reforte thether for yuerie 

and Amber, for there is greate plentye of Elephantes and greate whales. 
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e Of the two Ilandes, in one of the which dwell onely men, 
other onely women. 



I in the 



HN the mayne fea, there are two Ilandes, dillante the one from the other aboute. viiij, or. ix. 
leages toward the fouth, fituate betwene the cytie of Aden and Calicut. In one of the which 
dwel onely men without the company of women, and is called the Ilande of men. And in 
the other dwell onely women, without men, and is called the Ilande of women. They 
are Chrilliaiis and contract malrimonie. The women neuer come to the Ilande of men, but 
the men are accuftomed to vyfyte the women once in the yeare, and tarye with them 
thre monethes continually, euery man with his owne wife in his owne houfe : after which time 
they retume agayn to [t]her owne Ilande, where they remayne all the yere after. The women kepe the 
men children with them vntyll they bee xv. yeares of age, and then fend them to theyr lathers. The 
women haue nought els to do, but to take charge of their children, and to gather certayne fruites. But 
the men labour and haue care how they may fynde theyr W7fe and cliyldren. They are exercyfed in 
fyfhing, and fell fyflies both newe taken and olde drjed, to marchaunte rtraungers, whereby they receaue 
great commodities. 




Thf ptoplc c 




C Of the greate Empyre of Cathay, being under the dominion of the great 

Cham (whiche fome call the great Can) Emperoure of Tartaria, in 

olde tyme called Scythia. 

fflHe fuperiour or high India, whiche is nowe called Cathay, is a region excedinge large and 
of greate power, whofe Emperour is ye great Cham of Tartaria, hauii^e vnder him many 
Proiiinces, people and Princes, and innumerable Ilandes in the great Eafl fea, called 
the greate Ocean. He hath vnder his dominion great and famous cities, as are thefe : 
Cambalu, Qumquinafu, Mien, Cacaufu, Catjglu, Tadinfu, Tingui, and dyuers other. Among 
the people of this countrey, one man hath manye wyues, whiche declare theyr loue to 
their hufbandes after this fort. When the hufband is dead, euery one of his wiues 
pleade their caufe before a iudge, to proue which of them was moft. louing to her hulband and belle beloued of 
him : fo yat (lie which by the fentence of the iudges is found to haue been moft faythful and diligente, decketh 
her felfe mode gorgioufly in all her fumptuous araye, and procedeth like a Virago ftoutly and cherefuUy to the 
fire, where the corps of her hufbande was bumte, callinge her felfe into the fame fyre, embrafmg and kifling the 
dead bodi of her hulband, vntyll fhe alfo be confumed by the fyre, whiche flie reputeth for an honourable 
fepulture : whereas his other wyues are eilemed to lyue in fh-ime and infamie They ioyne in mariage, neyther 
in refpect of riches or nobihte, but onl) e for loue and beautie ind rather for ye encreafe of pofteritie, then for 
pleafure. There is alfo another flraungc cuflome among thefe Indnns and jat is, that whereas the 
poorer fort are not able to geue any dowr> with theyr doughtcrs to manage they brmge them lorth euen in )e 
floure of their age to ye market place, with trumpettes and fuch other milrumentes as they \le m the warres 
Where, the multitude beynge called together, the maydes fyrfle of all, difcoucre theyr backe partes, euen vp to 
the (houlders, and afterward theyr lorejartes m lyke maners And \pon this declanng their pouertie and 
nakednes, are maried to fuch as Ijke them beft This people of Ca'hay, are of the nacion ol them 
which in tyme paft were called Scythians, a kind of men (as laith Haitho) of fubtill wyt affyrming that 
onely they fee with two eies and thit oil other men befvde them are blind of the one eye Iheyr quickenes ot 
witte is great, but their boafling \% more The hole nacion is perfwaded that the) greatly e\rel all other men 
in fubteltie of wit and knowledge The mhabitantes are whyte men, with fmall e)es, withoute beardes 
and vtterly voyde of all godly knowledge For fome ot them pra) to the funne, fome to the mone 
fome to Images, fome to an oxe, and fome to other monllers of theyr phantaftirall luperfticion Thej haue no 
law written, and are of no faith And albeit that m workemanfhip and artc= they are marue)lous wjttie 
yet haue they no knowledge of dyuine or godly thmges It is a timorous kynde of men, and greatly feinnge 
death. And axe therefore m thejr warres, more pohtike then \ahcnt In the warres, they \fe arrowes and 
certayne other kyndes of weapons vnki owen to men of other countreis The monie which they \fe, is made of 
a certayne paper, beeinge foure fquare, with \e Kinges jmage printed theron Theyr houfbolde flutte is 
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of golde and fyluer and other melals. They haue greate fcarcenes of oyle. The great Emperour of Cathay, 
keepeth his courts in the riche and mightie cytie called Cambalu, being the chefefl citie of all the Empyre, and 
of fuch greatneife that it conteyneth in circuite fixe leages. This citie is foure fquare, fo that euery quadrature 
or fyde of the wall, hath in it thre principal portes or gates. Alfo in all the comers of the walles, are veri faire 
palaces, in which the artillery or armure of the cytie is referued. The (Iretes are made very (Ireyght and right 
forth : fo that from any one gate to the other beinge directly oner againfl the fame, a man may fe plainly 
through the cytie, hauing ye houfes on euery fyde lyke palaces, placed in goodly ordre, rnofl. beautiful! to 
behold. Without the cytie, there are twelue great fuburbes, adherent to the. xii. gates of ye cytie, whether the 
marchauntes and (Iraungers, haue their continual recourfe as to ye burfe or flrete. It can not be fpoken what 
great abundaunce of marchaundife and riches is brought to [t]his citie : a man wold tbinke that it were fufficient 
to ferue all the worlde. Precious ftones, pearles, filke, and fpices of dyuers kindes are brought thether, 
from htdia and Mangi, and other regions. There pafTeth not a daye in the yeare in which there are not about a 
thoufand waynes laden with filke which are brought to this citie by ftraunge marchaimtes. Wiat greate ponipe, 
glory, and fomiture of all thinges, is obferued in the Emperours courte, it can not be fpoken. He hath 
in his courte tivelue thoufand horfemen, whiche haue the cuftodie of his body : and diftribute their 
waytinge dayes after this order, yat whereas one of ye captaynes of this garifon with his thre thoufand fouldiers 
hath wayted vpon the kinges perfonne, three dayes, another captayne in lyke order wyth as manye 
menne fuccedeth in hys rowme for other three dayes, and lykewyfe an other after hym, executethe the 
fame ofiyce. When the Emperoure maketh anye bankette, it cannot be faid what great pompe is ~ 
obferued. He hath fytting at his lefte hand his chefefl queue whom he mofl eflemeth ; and at his 
right hand hys fonnes, and fuche as are of the kinges bloud : but thei fyt fomwhat lower and further of. 
The other noble men which wayte not, fytte in a place yet fomewhat lower. All fuch as in the court fyt 
at meat, vfe none other drinking cuppes then of gold. The Princes whiche wayte on the Emperoure at 
hys meate, haue all theyr mouthes couered with fyne filken clothes, leafl in any cafe they Ihould blow or 
breath on the kinges meate or drinke. And when the Emperour lifteth vp his cup to drinke, al the muficions 
and minllrels that fland about him, playe on theyr inflrumentes, while in the meane time all fuche as wayte on 
hym, floupe downe and make lowe curtefie. How great hononre is exhibited to this Emperour, and howe many 
precious and riche prefentes are ofEred vnto him by his Princes, Dukes, Leauetenauntes and prefydentes 
of prouinces, and rulers of cities, no man is able to expreffe, forafmuche as he hath vnder him in maner 
innumerable Kingdomes, Prouinces, Nacions and Dominions, which are on euery fyde about Cathay, and 
acknoweledge him to be theyr onelye Lorde and King, whom they hononre and reuerence as a great God 
and mighti Mahumet In what pompe and triumphant magnificence he iheweth him felf when he goeth 
to hauke or hunt, and how many tentes he pitcheth in the felde, which being fene afarre of, a man 
would thinke to be a greate cytie, he that defyreth to knowe, let him reade Paulus Venetus, in the fecond 
boke of hys nauigacions into India, where he fhal find thinges to marueyl at. In Cathay they make a pleafaunt 
drinke of ryce and certayne fpyces, which in drinking excelleth the fwetenes of wine. In many places they haue 
great lacke of wood : In the flede wherof, they digge out of the mountaynes a certayn kinde of blacke flone 
whiche burne in the fyre like coles, and continue fo long, that yf they be kyndled ouer night, they kepe 
fyre vnto the morning. 



C Of certaine Prouinces and regions fubiect vnder the dominion of the 
greate Cham Emperour of Cathay. 

BHere pafleth through the kingdom of Cathay, a certa)Tie greate ryuer called PuUfaehnites, which 
emptieth it felfe in the great Ocean Sea, by the whiche ryuer, Ihyppes haue their paflage 
into that lande. Ouer this ryuer is a very iayre bridge of marble, beyng in length three 
hundreth pafes, and in breadth, eyghte pafes, with, xxiii. arches, and grauen Lions on euery 
fyde, adouming the rayles or highefl margentes of the fame. From hence it is not farre to 
the fayre and greate kmgdom of Tainfu, in the which are many goodli vynes. For in the 
kingdom of Cathay there groweth no wyne, but is brought thether from this region. In this 
kmgdome is greate vfe of marchaundyfe, and hath plentie of conning artificers, fo that al the armure which the 
great Cham vfeth in his warres, is made there. Toward the region of Mangi, is fituate the ryuer Caromoram^ 
whiche fi)r the greate breadth and depth, hath no bridge. In this region is greate abundaunce of Ginger, filke, 
byrdes, and fpeciallye Phelantes. Somewhat beyonde this, is the great cytie of Quenquinafu, beynge the chief 
cytie of the fame kingdome. In this region are founde many mufKecattes. This beaa in this countreye, is 
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but lytUe and fayre, aboute the bigneffe of a meane catte, with groffe heare lyke a harte, hauinge blunte clawes 
on his fete, with two longe teeth in the vpper iawe, and two in the nether iawe: and hath nere vnto the nauell 
a bladder full of a certayne matter like vnto bloud, being of wonderful fragrant fauoure, and is the true 
mofke. 

C 0/ ike Prouince (j/Mangi, and merueylous cyties conteyned in the fame. 

1 He Prouince of Mangi, hath in it many notable and great cities, in the whiche is great exercyfe 
of marchaundyfe: and fpecially in the citie of Coni^angui, is folde great plentie of (alt. In 
the cytie of Paiichi, there is great fale of filke. In the cytie of Sianfu, is made great plentie 
of clothes of golde and fiike. In the cytie Stngui is a famous market, where great abundance 
of marchaundife is brought by the ryuer. Nere vnto Ihe citie of Caigui, groweth plentie of 
blade and ryce, that it is caried from thence to the court of the greate Cham. In ye citie of 
Singui, are numbred to be about fixe thoufande bridges of flone, hauinge fo highe arches, that 
greate fhippes maye paffe vnder the fame without bowing down of the mart. There is another citie called 
Quinfai, which is fo fayre and great, that there is thought to be no bigger in al the worlde. It conteyneth in 
circuite, a hundreth Italien miles, which make. xxv. leages. It hath twelue thoufande bridges of flone, and thofe 
fo highe that greate (hippes with the mafle Handing vp right, maye paffe vnder. This cytie is fituate in a mariflhe 
ground, muche lyke vnto venes. Therfore if they (hould lack bridges, they could not paffe oner from the one 
fyde of the ftreete to the other. It hath innumerable artilicers and many marchauntes. The cytezins lyue 
pleaiantiy, and fpecially the women, which are fayrer then in other partes of India. Toward the South fyde of 
the cytye, there is a great lake or poole within ye walles of the cytie, whiche conteyneth in circuite about, viii. 
leages, hauinge about the bankes therof many noble mens houfes, very fayre both without and within. In the 
middefte of this lake, there are two litle Ilandes and in euery of them a goodly palace, in ye which are referued 
al fuche ornamentes and veffels as they vfe for theyr mariages and folemne feafles, for whereas any of the 
cytezins entende to make any great banket, or feail, they bring theyr gefles to one of thefe palaces, where they 
are honorably enterteined. In the ftretes of ye citie, are certaine comon towres, into ye which, al fuch as 
dwell neare therto, carie theyr goodes and (luife, yf it fo chaunce, yat fyre be in the citie. The inhabitantes 
are Idoloters : and eate the flefhe of horfes and camels, and of other vnclene bealles. The great Cham hath in 
this cytie a myghtie garifon to the intente to auoydc rebellion, thefte and murther. For on euery bridge there 
wayteth dayly and nightlye. x. watchmen for the fame purpofe : and becaufe the Prouince of Mangi is exceding 
large, the great Cham hath deuyded it into nyne Kingdomes, affigninge vnto euery one a peculier Kynge ; 
whiche are al of greate poivre, and yet fubiecte to the greate Cham. One of them dwelleth in the citie of 
Quinfai. In thys Prouince of Mangi, is an other Kyngdomme, called Fugui, in whiche the people eate mannes 
fleflhe, fo that they dye not of any difeafe. They drinke the bloud and eate the flcfhe of fuch as are flayne in 
ye warres. There are hennes found in this region, which in the ftede of icthers, haue heare much lyke cattes 
heare of blacke colour : And laye very goode egges. 



C Of the region of Tangut, and of the great desertes, andvoyces of deuyllcs 
hearde in the same, and of the Salamandra. 

pRom tie K'ngdorae of Perfn there are two 'oumeyes to the regicn of Cathi\ F r 
either the fruth fide muft be obferued towarde Iidia ex elles to paffe by the prou ncts 
of Carcham Cotam and Peim Northeaftwarde to the citie of Lop beynge the greiteft 
and mod notable cytie in all tl at region lyin^ betwene the Eaft and the North at tl l 
entraunce ^t the great defert In this cjtie al fuche marchaui tes is entende to ^ iffe 
tl e defertcs n -ike preparac c i for all thinges neceffarye for their j )umeje And refl. in the 
fame intill tl cy are well (louided of (Iron^, affcs and camels to carye there Mta}li.s 
\id when 11 \e lefert their vitajles begin to fey e them the> k>l tl en affes or leauc them there m tl 
w>ldemes becaufe they can no 1 ng,er ^rout'e them of paflurc \ itjU the\ 1 aue palfed ouer the defcitc 
But the} [rcfenie thejT cimelles beecaufc the) ire fuflejned vjth leffe meate and beare greater burllti 
In th s defi.rte are often tjmes founde bjtter waters but n ore often freffhe and fweete waters f th t 
in maner euer>c daje f r the fpate of thjrtye da}es a nan mije fjnde freflhc water but that m fo 
Ijttle qua it tie that t doeth lot fuffice al the marchauntes whiche i afle that ■laye to^ctl er Th t 
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deferte is verye full of mountaynes. And when you are come to the lowe and playn ground, the refidue 
of the ioumey is all together by the landes ■ it is throughout baren and feluage fo that it is not ^ble to nourifhe 
iny beifles for hcke of paflure In this wildernes are often tymes hear 3 and fene is well by dije as b\ niiht 
fundne llufioi s of e jl fpintes And therefore fuel e is trauiyle throughe the fame haue ne le to take greit 
hede leafl they d fTe ler or depart farre in fundre or leafte iny hnger behynde h s companie afwtl for that 1 e 
may hereby 1 le the fght of them by reif n of mountaynes or 1 lUo'i Ij nt,e beet^^eie is 1II0 beciufe 
there are heird vojces of de jls calling them tl at H<tnder ilone by the>r pruper names contcrfeyt ni^ 
the voices of theyr companie that goeth beelore by this mean s withdrawing them from the rij,ht wajL 
and brmginge them to defln cc on There is often tymes heard m the ape is it were a n jfe rf muliLiU 
mflrumentes I ut more often 1 ke the founde of drumilades or t mbrels Th s great defert bemg paffed ouer 
they come to tl e cytie called Sack on which is fituate in the enteraunce of the greate Prouince of Ta gut where 
amon^e certijne Mahumetiiles are found a fcwe Chrillnn men called AJlo-iiam of the fecte of N^florvus 
There are alfo m nje Idoloters haumge theyr monafteriei confecratcd to dyuers Idols to which they 
oflre mil J iacrifices and attribute greate honor to deujis '\.nd whei a mm hath a fonne borne he 
forthwith commendeth him to fome Idol in whofe bono re he nountheth a ramme al ihit jeare which 
afttr tilt hia fonne te twel e monethcs olde at the nexte fealle of the fame Idoll, he and his f nne 
offre with nany ceremonies When this oblacion is fimfhed thei bnnge de facrficed iieihe to a phce 
ippoynted where al h s k nffoltes being gathered toged er they eate that fleflie with great religion and 
kepe the bones leuerendy m a certayn veffell lut in the tuneralles of the dead they \le thefe ceremonies and 
fuperllicois \1 the neighLors of the dead prouyle tlit tie dead corps be burned whch cuftome all 
the peo|lc of the £afl. 1 irtes do obferue Yet fome of them kepi, ye deal b Ije by them certaji e 
dayes beefore the; bume it \s f:)me ft en daicb fome for the fpace of a n oneth and fome f xe 
monethes prcpai n|, for the fime 1 clofe cl efte fo ini obinge ivith cereclothe and pouder nt^e with fpyces the 
bodye therein 11 clofed that no euyll fauoure maje paffe foorth Thjs done they [ajnte the chefte very 
cunoudye and couer t with i precious clothe pliciige the)r dyninge table harde by tl e fime where the) 
dyne contnually as long as the dead bodie ib thus referued at home And m the dyner tyme for the 
fpace of out, h 1l ho ri they fette wjne and meat \pon the cl efte fippofing the fo le of the deid bodje 
to be partaker of the iame The Region of Tangut is \er}e large and conteyneth in it many pnuate 
Proumces is the Prou nee of Cat u! of Cinchiial and Suchur wjth dyuerfe fayie Cyties wbici e ire all 
Subiecte and obeye to the great Cham of Cathay. Some of the inhabitantes beleue in Mahumet ; fome 
acknowledge Chrifle after the herefye of Nejlorius. In the land of Chinchilal, is a Mountayne oute of the whyche 
is dygged the myne of ilele and Audanicl There is alfo founde the Serpente called Salamandra, which 
Ijiieth in the fyre wythoute any hurte. Of the heare of this ferpent, is made a certayne cloth, which 
being cafl in the fyre when it is foule, is thereby made cleane and very white if it remaine there for ye fpace of 
an houre. Such other innumerable and marueilous thinges, writeth Paulus uenetus that he hath fene and 
founde in his nauigacions into thefe partes : of whom alfo I haue gathered thus muche, lettinge paffe 
manye other thinges whereof he fpeaketh more at large. 

C Here endeth the defcripcion of the Nauigacions 

from Spayne to the newe India Eafiward, 

andfolowetk 

Of the newe Ilandes and India, found in the Wejl Ocean fea, 

from Spayne Wejlward and Soutkwejie. 



The region of 
MaHmnetisles. 
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f Of the newe India, 

and Ilandes in the West Ocean Sea, 

how, when, and by whom they 
were found. 



cXw?L. "'' 



of Ckrisioph^nts 




' Hrijiophortis Columbus, a Gentleman of Italic, and borne in the 
citie of Genua, when he had been longe conuetlaunt in the Kyng 
of Spaynes courte, he applyed hys mynde to fearche vnknowen 
partes of the worlde. And for his better furtheraunce herein, 
made humble peticion to the kinge, to ayde him in this his 
enterpryfe, which doubtleffe Ihoulde redownde to his great 
honour, and no little commoditie to all the hole countreye of 
Spayne, yf by his helpe and charges, he might fynde new regions. 
But the Kinge and Quene laughed him to fcorne, faying : that 
his ymaginacion was but vayne and phantafticall At the length, 
e)ght jeares bejnge passed ouer, and Columbus (lyll perfillinge 
in hii purpofe and fute, the Kyng began to geue eire to his 
talke, and after muche reifoninf,e and debatmg of the matter, 
dctermmed to trie the witte of the manne ^nd there vpon 
commaunded a foytl and two bngantines to be fumiihed with 
all kjnde ol ordmaunce and vitalyes which bemg pre- 
pared, the fyrfl of September, in the yere of Chnft 1492, Columbus departed from the coaftes of Spayne, and 
wente forwarde m his viage longe defyred. And when he had paffed the lUndea called Gades, he dmerted 
toward the fortunate Ilandes called Infulcs Foriunaim, whi(,h are now called Canana, becaufe they ate full of 
dogges. They were in time pad called Fortunate, for the cx(.elknte temperatenes of the avre, and greate 
fruytefulnes. Columbus departinge from henfe, fijled towarde the Welle, and at the length founde certayne 
Ilandes, of the whiche two were very greate, whciof the one he called Hijpajia, and the othci loHaima. 




C Of the two Ilandes lohanna and Hifpana. 

1 3 Columbus came to the Ilande whiche he called lohanna, ho hearde a merueylous fweete noyfe 
of innumerable byrdes, and efpeciallye of Nightingales whiche wandred in the thicke wooddes 
in the Moneth of Nouembre. He founde alfo mooile fayre Ryuers, fwete to drinke, and many 
goodly hauens. And as he feyled by the colles of the Ilande Southwefle warde, and coulde 
fynd no ende, he thought it had been the mayne land, and therfore determyned to drawe 
backe, being partly enforfed by roughn of th f : and thus returning fome what Eaflward, 
he came to an Hand whiche heafte wa de VizAHifpana, where arriuing to the land, he and 
s fene of the Inhabitantes of the Iknd h 1 le nly fled into the thicke woodes : whom the 
Spanyardes purfewinge, toke a womanne whome hey b o gh o theyr fhippe, entreatinge her verye gentillye, 
fyDinge her with delicate meates and wyne, and clo h n 1 y apparel, and fo let her depart: for thei goe 

naked, and are not vfed to delicates. And as d oman e returned to her companie, fome beyng moued by 

the lyberalitie declared vnto her, came by gre te mul tudes to the fea bankes, bringinge golde with them, which 
they chaunged for earthen pottes, and drinkmge glalTes Thus a further frendlhip by this meanes contradted, 
the Spanyardes begonne more diligendy to fearche theyr maner of lyuinge and maners, and fo vnderftode that 
they had a king. And therefore entering further into the Hand, they were honorably receyued of the king. Thei 
vewyde their houfes, and merueyled to fee them fo bylded without the vfe of Iron, which theyarevtterly without: 
in the ftede whereof they vfe a certeyn Hone, wherwith the cut and lawe theyr timbre. 
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C Of the people (Tf^/Z^a' Canibales or Anthropophagi, which are accujlomed 
to eate mans flejhe. 

OHeras the people of the forenamed Ilandes, fled at the fight of our menne, the caufe thereof 
was, that they fufpected them to haue been Canibah, that cruel and fearfe people which eate 
mans fleihe, which nacion our men had ouerpafled, leauinge them on the fouthfyde. But 
after they had knowledge of the contrary, they made greuous complaynt to our men, of the 
beadly and fearfe maners of thefe CanibaUs, which were no leffe cruel agaynil them, then 
the Tyger or the Lyon agaynde tame beafles. Declaring furthermore, yat when foeuer they 
take any of them vnder the age of xiiij. yeares, they vfe to gelde them, and francke them 
vntyll they be very tat, as we are wont to doe with capons or hennes: and as for fuche as drawe towarde. xx. 
yeare olde, to kyll them forthwith and pull out theyr guttes, and eate the fame freihe and newe, wyth other 
extreme partes of the bodye, poudering the refidue with falte, or keping it in a certayne pickle as we do iegottes 
or fanfages. Yet eate they not the women, but referue them to encreafe, as we doe hennes to lay egges. And 
if thei take any old women, they kepe them for drudges. And therfore when the Cantbales make incurCon, the 
people of thefe Ilandes flye with all fpede. For albeit they vfe arrowes, yet are they not able to refyfle theyr 
fearfenes. 



C Of the maners of the inhabifanfes of the //and of Hiipam and of fuche 
thyttges as are found there. 

He inhabitantes of this Ilande, vfe in ye ilede of bread, certayne rotes like vnto nauie rotes, 
hauing the tail of foft and grene cheftnuttes. Gold with them is in eilimacion, for they hange 
certayne peces therof at their eares : they go not out of ye limities of their own contrie, nor 
exercife any marchandife with flrangers : thei gather gold in ye fandes of a certen riuer which 
fpringeth out of veri high montaines They gather it with great laboure and melte it and 
cafte it, fyrfle into maffes or wedges, and aftenvarde into brode plates. They haue no foure 
foted beaftes, except connies: they haue ferpentes of monflrous greatnes, but without hurte 
They haue alfo w)'lde turtle doues and duckes, muche greater then ours, and gefe whyter tlien 
fwannes, fauing yat they haue redde heades. Thei haue alfo many popingiayes: fome grene, fome yelowe, 
and fome not muche vnlyke them of India, with redde circles about their neckes. This Iland bringeth forth 
alfo Majiix, Aloe, and fuche other gummes: and efpecially certayne redde graynes, which are Iharper 
then, pepper. 



C How Columbus, after he had found new Ilandes, returned agayne to 

Spayne, where preparinge a newe nauie, he toke his viage to 

ye Canibales. 



Olumhus, not a little ioyeful of the landes newly found, the fpring tyme drawing nere, he 

determined to retume to his countrey: leauir^ with the king of the Iland. 38. men which 

(hould diligently fearche the fituacion of the Ilande, the maners of the people, and the 

natures of trees and fruites. But he, hoyfeninge vp his fayles, directed hys viage towarde , 

Spayne, bringing with him tenne menne of the fayd Ilande, to th[e]ende that they mighte 

leame the Spanifhe tonge, which they might eafely doe, becaufe a! the wordes of theyr 

language may well be written with our letters. Columbus, after thys his retume, and fortunate 

fyrfle viage, was honorablye receyued of the Kynge and Queue, and greatlye magnified with 

lis tittles : willinge that he (hould no more thenceforth be called Columbus, but the Admiral 

cean Sea: and prepared for him towarde his fecond viage. xvij. foides and, xij. brigantines, wel 

al kynd of artillerye and plentie of vitayles, and in them twelue hundreth men wel appoynted: 
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Come alfo to fowe, and al kindes of feedes and plaates. For, excepte pine apple trees and date trees, there 
growe none in thefe Ilandes that are knowen to vs. The Admirall toke alfo with him al fortes of Iron tooles 
to th[e]inteiit to byld toivnes and fortreffes where his men might lye in fafegarde. Therfore the firil day of 
September departing from the Ilandes called Gades, with a profperous wind he arryued at the Hand of Canaria 
the fyrfl daye of October; from whenfe directing his viage towarde the lefte hande, he fayled toward ye South, 
and at ye length came to the Ilandes of the Canibals. And becaufc he came thether on the Sundaye called the 

The liana of Dominical day, he called the Hand where he arryued, Dominica: which when he perceyued to be but laluage 

and rude, he fayled on further: and in twentie dayes iayling, came to another Iland replenilhed with al kindes 

intOa. CfTKis. of trees, from which came a manieylous fragrant fauour: By reafon whereof, fome being allured by the pleafant- 

nes of the place, went aland, where they fawe no kynde of Ijoiinge bealles, iauinge lyfertes of wonderful houdge 
greatnes. This Hande he called Iiifula Crucis, whiche was alfo an Hande of the Canibaks, as afterward they 
proued in dede. For as they fayled about the Iland, they founde certayne lowe cotages made of trees, lyke 
vnto tlagies. For they fet trees vpright in order round about, faflening pedes in them croffe oner, where vnto 
the trees cleaue fafle, fo that by this meanes they cannot fall. They frame the roofes of thefe cotages, with 
Iharpe toppes after the maner of rownde tentes. And laft of al, they inclofe and couer thefe trees thus fet In 
order, wyth the leaues of date trees, and certen other trees, to th[e]intent to make them a ftronger defence 
agaynll wynd and wether. And within the cotage, they tye the poUes together with ropes of bombage cotton, 
and a certayne longe roote. They haue couches midt, one about an:)ther, the fio\vres whereof they (Irawe 
wyth heye and cotton. And as foone as they hadde fjned our men, they fled incontinente. And when oure 
men came into theyr houfes, they found in theym certi>nc young men bound to pofles, and kept to be made 
fatte, and lykewyfe many olde womenne whiche thefe Cambaia kepte to be their drudges. They founde there 
alfo earthen velTelles of all fortes, in which theyfodde mens fleihewith popmgiayes, geefe, and duckes flefhe, al 
together in one veffelL They roiled alfo mans flefhe vpon fpyttes, refcrumg the bones of the armes and legges, 
whiche they vfe in the flede of Iron, to piece and tjppe theyr arrowes For they are vtterlye without Iron. 
The[y] found alfo the head of a yong man, yet bleding and fiflened to a poile But certayne womenne whiche 
had fledde from the Canibaks to oure menne, the Admiral commaunded to be gorgioufly decked after the 
maner of our women, and with manye rewardes to be fent agayne to theyr owne companye. By meanes 
whereof, the Cambales beynge allured by the lyberaliUe and g}ftes of our men, hoping that they alfo flioulde 
be lykewyfe rewarded, came running toward our men hut when thej diew fomwhat nere vnto them, they 
fled immediatly into the nexte wooddes. And riuis out men dcpartmg from thence, returned to the Hande 
oiHiJpana. 



C How the Admiral! faffed manye Ilandes, and what thynges chaunced 
to hym and his companie in that viage. 




\ the Admirall departed from the Iland of the Canibaks, and went forewaxd on his viage, 
he paffed by many Ilandes : among the whiche was one called Matinina, in whyche 
dwell only women, after the maner of them, called Amazones, as he learned of the men 
of the Ilandes which he brought with him into Spayne at his fyrfle viage, and laued 
them from the fearfenes of the Canibaks. He palled alfo innumerable other Ilandes of 
which to fome he gaue names, as Mons Farratus, Sanfia Maria rotunda, Sart^a Martinus, 
Sanda Maria aniiqua, and Sanlla Crux. Into the which oure men entering to th[e]intent to 
fetche frefhe water, found foure Canibaks, which had taken foure yonge women : who, as foone as thei 
had fpied our men, wringed theyr handcs, feming therby to defyre ayde of oure men : at whofe coming 
to delyuer them, the men fled into the woodes and left the women. Shortly after, our men faw a bote coming on 
the fea with. viij. men and as many women : with whom oure men bickeringe loft one of theyr companions, 
by reafon that thefe barbariens are accuftomed to infecte theyr arrowes with venime : yet oure men preuayled 
and flewe parte of them, and broughte the refydue by forfe to the Admyrall. As they departed from 
hence, they found many other Ilandes, but fuch as they could not come to for the roughnes of the fea 
and multitude of rockes. But fome of the fmalleft brigantines which drewe no great depth, went fomewhat 
nearer, and noumbred aboue feuen and fortie Ilandes, and called the place ArcMpelagus. Sayling from hence, 
they found another Iland called Buchema, into the whiche ye Canibales make fundry incurfions, by reafon 
wherof the inhabitantes are at continual warre with them. Thus at the length, the Admiral with his hole nauie 
retimed to the Iland of Hifpana : but in an euyl tyme. For they which he hadde lefte there for o 
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A : as were alfo they whiche he toke with him from the fame Ilande into Spayne to 

Durs. Of whiche feuen dyed by chaunge of the ayre. One of them was permitted of the 

when the nauie came neare to hys countrey. The refidue ftole awaye priuelye, and 

ut the Admixah doubting whether all his men were dead or no, whiche he lefte in 

led certayne ordinaunce to be (hot of, that by the noyfe thereof they myghte haue 

rth, yf any laye lurkinge in comers : but none appeared, whofe fatall dayes had 

At the length, the kyng of the Ilande beyng therto enforfed, declared the hole 

iimLLci Lu uic nuiiijfall as well as he coulde by interpretours ; atfyrming that there were in the Hand 

other Kynges befyde him : and of greater power then he, which were fore offended that the Spaniardes 

hadde fubdued the Ilandes : and in reuenge therof, came to the town where the Spaniardes lay, which 

they ouercame and burnt, and flew at the men therin : and that he alfo at the lame conflicte, taking part 

with our men, was fore wounded with an arrow on the arme, for the better tryall whereof he bore hys 

arme in a towell, becaufe it was not yet hole of that wounde. But fhortelye after they had knowledge, 

that the King fayned this tale : fo that he hardely efcaped the handes of the Admiral, who was determyned 

wyth fome kynd of punifhment to haue examined him further. But he fufpecting the matter, fled into ye 

inner partes of the Hand, declaring therby, that he was the deftruction of our men ; whom, certayn of 

our companie, purfuinge, founde manye marueylous thinges : and efpeciallye ryuers in whiche is founde muche 

golde, and a mountayne, whole lande is fparkeled with gold. In this place, the Admiral bylded a citie, which 

he compafled about with a walle. And departing from hence, he fearched ahnoft all the Hand : in ye 

inner partes wherof he bylded a towTe, and named it S. Thomas towre, whiche he made to th[e]intent that 

he might the more fafely fearche out the fecretes of fo plentifull a region, and efpecially the gold mines of the 

fame : and thus leauinge a garrifon there, he departed, takinge with him three foyftes, wherwith he fayled to 

feke newe Handes, and came firft to the Ilande of Cuia, and from thence to Jamaica, being greater then Sici/ta, 

very fruytfull and wel inhabited. Which, when he had vewed, he departed from thence, and fayled about the 

fea colles where he fawe innumerable other fmall Handes, Jlandinge fo thicke, that the fliip was in maner 

borne a lande : and was therfore enfoifed to retume home, the fame way which he came. 



C How the Spaniardes abufed the fubmijjion and frendejhippe of the 
inhabitantes of the Ilandes. 

i!N this meane tyme, the Spaniardes which the admiral had left in the Hand of Hifpana, 
had euyll entreated the inhabitauntes : fo that for wante of vitayles and foode, they begonne 
to famyne : imputinge the fault hereof vnto the Chrifllan men, which had digged vp al the 
rootes wherwith thei were accuftomed to make theyr bread. And whereas they yet per- 
ceaued, that ye Chriilien men entended to continue there, thei fent an ambafladour to the 
admiral to defyre him to reftrayne the outragioufnes and crueltie of his men, at whofe handes 
they fullained fuch iniuries and violence, as they fcarcely loked for at the handes of mortal 
enemies. Declaringe further, that vnder the pretence of feking for gold they committed innumerable wronges 
and mifchieuous actes, fpoyling in maner all the hole region : and that for the auoyding of fuch enormities and 
oppreffions, they hadde rather paye tribute, then to be thus dayly vexed with incurfions, and neuer to be at 
quiete. Vpon this coraplaynte it was agreed, that they flioulde paye yearely tribute to the Chridian king and 
that they fliould applie them felues to gather and encreafe theyr rotes, whiche were to them in the (lede 
of flowre and wheat, and fo confumed that with great labour they coulde fcarcely fynde any In the wooddes. 
They payde therefore for their tribute, euery thre monethes, certayn pound weyghtes of gold : but fuche as had 
no gold, payde fpyces, and goflampine cotton. In the meane time the Spaniardes, who fliouId haue been 
occupied in dicing for golde, gaue them felues to play, wantonnes and idlenes, contemning, and falling 
into hatered with their gouemour, by which theyr licentioufnes, the people of the Hand beyng prouoked, became 
more difobedient and wyld, degeneratinge from al kind of honetlie and faithfulnes : yea ye fpaniardes alfo 
became fo negligent in feking for gold, yat fometyme the charges exceaded the gaynes. Neuerthelefle in the 
yere of Chrifi;, 1501. they gathered within ye fpace of two monethes twelue thoufand poundes weyght of golde. 
But the Admirall appoyntinge his brother Bartkolomeus Columbus, to be gouemour of the Hand, he in the 
yeare. 1495. determined to retume to Spayne, to certifye the kyng of al thefe matters. In which viage, 
he manfullye defended him felf in battayl againfl. the rebelles of certayne other Ilandes which had confpyred 
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C How the Portugals fought new Ilandes in the Eajl partes, and how 
they came to Calicut. 

N this meane t)ine that ye Spanyardes foughte newe and vnknowen landes in the Weil 
pirtes the Porti^iles attempted to doe the fame in the Eafle partes. And lead, one of 
them ihould be a lette or hinderaunce to the other, they deuyded the world betwene them 
Ly the aucthontie of the Bilhop of Rome, Alexander the, vi. of that name. And that on 
th s condic on thit from the Ilandes called Hefperides (whiche are now called Caput veride) 
tliL one (lioiild fiyle ^^ ellwarde, and the other to^varde the South pole, thus deiiyding the 
world betwent, them m two equal partes. So that whatfoeuer vnknowen landes ihoulde be 
difcouered m the Eafle partes the fimc to be dewe to the Portugales : And all fuche as Ihoulde be founde in 
the Wefle partes to appertiyne to the Spmyardes. Whereby it came to paffe, that the Spaniardes, euer by the 
South fajled mto the Wefte where they founde a large mayne land, with Ilandes great and litle innumerable, 
ha ling m tl em great plentie of golde and pearles, and other great riches. But the Portugales, by the Southe, 
and cofl.es of the Ilandes called Hefperides, and Equim^ial lyne, and Tropicus Caprkorni, came into ye EaA, 
by the goulle called Sinus Perficus, euen vnto the colles of India, within the riuer of Ganges, whereas is now the 
greit market towne and kingedom of Calicut. And from thence to the Iland of Taprobana, (now called Sumetra, 
Zamata or Samolta) ind fo forth to Aurea Cherfonefus, whereas is nowe the great cytie oi Malaccha, beyng one 
of je moll famous market townes of al ye Eall partes. From Malaccha, they entered into a great goulfe, 
by which they came to the region of Stnarum. Not farre from Malaccha, are the Ilandes called Mohicae, 
in which al kyndes of fpyces growe and are brought to the cytie oi Malaccha. But the Spanyardes hauing 
knowledge what grcate coramoditie the Portugales had reccyued by the Ilandes oi Molucca attem[p]ted to 
proue >f thej alfo might find the fame Ilandes in fayling fo farre Wellward that they mighte at the length by 
Weft and fouthweil come into the Eaft, as by good reafon they prefuppofed the roundneffe of the earth would 
permitte, if they were not other,vyfe lette by the fyrme or mayne land lyinge in the waye and ftoppinge theyr 
paflage, whereof as yet was no certeyntie knowen. And this dydde they to th[e]intent that by this meanes they 
m}^hte more eafelye and wyth leffe charge bringe fpyces from thence into Spayne. Therefore, the maner of 
this viage was, that they ihould fayle from the Wefle, vnder the lowefl, hemifpherye or halfe compaiTe of the 
earth, and fo to come into the Ball. A thinge furelye that myghte feeme verye harde to attempte, beecaufe it 
was vncertaine whether that, moll prudente and beneficiall nature, (who worketh al thinges with moft 
high prouidence) had not fo deuided and feperated the Eaft from the Well, partely by fea, and partely 
by land, that there might by this way haue been no paflage into the Eaft. For it was not yet knowen, whether 
that great region of America, (whiche they call the fynne or mayne lande) dyd feperate the Welle fea from the 
Eaft : But it was founde that that fyrme lande extended from the Weft to the South. And that alfo towarde 
the North partes were found two other regions, whereof the one is called licgto Baccalearum, and the other 
Terra Florida : which, if they were adherent to the fayde fyrme land, there could be no paflage by the Wefte feas 
into the Eaft India, forafmuch as tiicr \vas not yet founde any ftrayghte of the fea, wherby any enteraunce 
mighte be open into the Eaft. In this meane while, the kyng of Spayne beynge elected Emperoure, prepared 
a nauie of fyue (hippes, ouer the whiche he appointed one Magellanus to be captayne, commaundinge him that 
he (hould layle towarde the coaftes of the fayd fyrme land, dyrectinge his viage by the fouth paries thereof, untyl 
he had eyther found the ende of the fame, or elles fome llreyghte wherby he mighte paffe to thofe odoriferous 
Ilandes oi Molucca, fo tamoufly fpoken of for the great abuudaunce of fwete fauours and fpices founde therein. 
The ihippes therefore, beyng well furniffhed ivith all thinges neceflarie, Magellanus departinge from Ciuile in 
Spayne, the tenth day of Auguft, in the yeare of Chrift. 1519, came fyrft to ye Ilandes of Canarza, and 
from thence to ye Ilandes called Hefperides: from whiche dyrectinge hys courfe betwene the Weft and 
the Eall toward the layd fyrme land, in few dayes with profperous fayling, he difcouered a corner or poynt of 
the fayd mayne land, called Fromontorium S. Martis, where the people dwell, called Canibales, whiche are 
accuftomed to eate mans flelhe. From hence he fayled on fouthwarde by the long trade of this firme 
land, which reachcth fo farre into ye fouth and extendeth fo many degrees beyond ye circle called Tropicus 
Capricomi, yat the fouth pole (called pole Antartike) is there eleuated fortie and fyxe degrees. And 
thus beyng brought into the Eaft, they faw certayn Indians gathcringe ihel fyfhes by the fea bankes : 
■ beyng men of very high flature, clothed with beaftes fkinnes. To whom, whereas certayne of the Spaniardes 
went aland, and (hewed them belles and paynted papers, they begon to daunce and leape aboute the 
Spaniardes, with a rude and mnrmuring fonge. At the length there came three other, as ihoughe they 



Hosted by Google 



[Of ike newe India, and Ilandes in the PVest Ocean Sea, &c.] 



33 



were ambaflkdours, whiche by certayn fignes defyred ye Spaniardes to go with them further into the land, 
making a countenaunce as though thei wold intertayn them wel, where vpon, ye captayne Magellaiius fent with 
them. vii. men well inllructed, to th[e]intent to fearche ye region and maners of the people. And thus 
tliey went with them into ye defertes, wher they came to a low cotage couered with W7lde beafles 
(kinnes, hauing in it two nianfions, in one of ye which were women and children and in the other only 
men. They intertcined their gefles after a barbaros and beaflly maner, whiche neuertheles feraed to 
them princelike : for they killed a beafl., not mucli vnlike a wylde alTe, whofe fleflhe (but halfe roiled} they fet 
before our men, without any other kind of meate or drinke. Here were our men of neceffitie conilrained 
to lye al night vnder thefe Ikinnes, by reafon of the great abundaunce of fnowe and wynde. And when it was 
day, our men were very eameft with them, and would in maner haue enforfed them to goe with them to 
the (hippe : which thing thei perceauing, couered them felues from the head to the foote with certayn horrible 
beafles ikinnes, and paynted theyr faces with fundrye colours. Thus taking their bowes and arrowes, and 
bringing with them other of theyr companie, of much greater flature and terrible afpect, then they were, they 
fliewed them felues to oure men in araye, as thoughe they were ready to fight. But the Spanyardes, whiche 
thoughte that the matter would haue comen to hand ftrokes, commaunded a piece of ordinaunce to be (hotte of 
The which although it dyd no hurte, yet thefe hardy giauntes, which a little before femed to be as bold 
as though they durfl. haue made warre againll lupiter, were by the noyfe thereof put in fuche feare, that 
tliey foorthwith beganne to entreate for peace. Onr men entended to haue brought fome of thefe Gyauntes 
wyth them into Spayne for the ftraungenes of the thinge : but they all efcaped oute of theyr handes. 
Magellanui thcrfore vnderftandinge tha,t it were vnprofytable to tarie there any longer, and that alfo the fea was 
very rough, and the wether (lormie and boy(lc[ ] d h f rth rmore the firme lande extended further 
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C Ho'w Magellanus by a Jlrayght or narrow arme of the fea, fayled by the 
wcff into the Eafl to dytters Ilandes: where alfo he ivasflayne. 

jHe wyntei now being pad, the. xxiiij. day of Augufte, Magellanus departed from the ])lace 
aforefeyde, and (lyll folowed the tracte of the lirme land toward the fouth, vntyl at the length, 
the. xxvi. day of Nouember, he found in that firme land, certayn open places l)'ke vnto 
ftrayghtes or narrow feas. Into the which entring with his nauie, he commaunded that 
certayn Ihippes (hould fearche the goulfes on euerye fyde, yf anye \vay or paflage might be 
found into the Eafl. At the length, they found a certayn depe llraight, by the which they 
were perfwaded yat there was enteraunce into fome other mayne fea, infomuch that Magd- 
lanits attempted to fearche ye lame. This ftraight was found to be fomtime of ye bredth of thre Italian myles, 
fomet>Tne ' two, and fometime of tenne, and reached fomwhat toward the Weft. The altitude or eleuacion of 
the fouth poi^ in this place, was founde to be. lii. degrees. They coulde fee no people ftering in the coftes of 
this entraunce Therfore Magellanus feing thys lande to be rough and £iluage, and vnpleafaunt to abide in, 
by reafon of extreme cold, he thought it not worthye the trauayle, to fpend any time in ferching the feme. 
Therfore failing forward in his viage thus attempted by ye faid flrayghte, (which is now called the ilrayght of 
Magellanus) he was therby brought into another maj-n fea, ver^-e grcate and laige. The length of this flra)^ht 
or narrow fea, is eftemed to be a hundreth fpanithe miles. The land which he had on his right hande, he 
doubted not to be mayne lande: and that on the left hand, he fuppofed to bee Ilandes. Magellanus is-vi^ 
lykewyfe the fyrme lande to be extended directly toward ye North: wherefore letting paffe that great lande, he 
fayled by that greate and laige fea betwene the Weft and the North : and that for this intente, that at the length 
he might by the Weft come into the Eaft, and agayne vnder the burning !yne called Zona Torrida, beynge well 
affured that the Ilandes of Molucca (which he foughte) were in the Eaile, and not farre from the EqumoHial lyne. 
When they hadde thus fayled fortie dayes, and came now agayne vnder the line or circle called Tropicus Capri- 
corni, they founde two lytde Ilandes inhabyted, but very barren, and therfore called them infortunate Ilandes. 
Departinge from thence they foiled on for a great fpace, and found a certayne Ilande which ye inhabitantes called 
Eden. „ ,, 
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Iniiagana, where ye eleiiacion of the Northe pole, (called pole Artike) was. xij. degrees: And the length liom tlie 
Ilaudes called Gades,hy the Wefte, was iudged to bee, c.lviii. [one hundred and fifty-eight] degrees. Thus preceding, 
they law dyuers oUier Ilandes, and that fo nianye, that theyfuppofed they had been brought into a great fea lyke vnto 
that called Archlpela^us, where with fygnes and poyntinges (as the dumme are wont to fpeake with the dumme) 
Chey alked of thefe Indians, the names of the Ilandes, whereby they learned that thei were in Acatan, and not 
farre from the Ilande called Selani, wel inhabited and repleniflied witli abundaunce of al tliinges neceffarie for 
the commodities of this life. Sayling therfose toward the Ilande of Selani, thei were with a contrary wind 
drieuen on the Hand o? Maffana, from whenfe they came to tiie greate Iland of Subut/i, where ye Spanyardes 
were wel enterteyned of the Kinge of the Hand, who brought them into a certayn cotage, and fet before them 
fuch delicates as he hadde. Theyr bread, was of the trunke of a certen tree, cut in pieces, and fried with oyle. 
Theyr drinke was of the humoure or ioyfe which droppeth out of the braunches of the date trees, when they are 
cutte. Theyr meate was fuche as they toke by foulinge, with fuch fruites as the contrei brought forth. This 
Ilande was very riche of gold and ginger. In thefe partes Magcllanus made warre agaynfte the inhabi 
tauntes of certayne other Ilandes: In whiche conflicte, the fpaniardes hauing the ouerthrow MagcUamis was 
ilayne with feuen of hys men, AVhen the Si^aniardes hadde thus loft. thejT captayne, they elected a new 
gouemoure of theyr nauie, appointing one loJuxnnes Serranus to that office. MagcUanus had alfo a bondman 
borne in the Ilandes of Molucca, whom he had bought in the citie of Malacclia. This bondman vnderilode the 
Spaniflie tonge: and where as the captayn Serranus could do nothing without him, who now lay ficke by 
reafon of the woundes which he had receaued in the faid conflicte, fo that he was fayne to fpeake fliarpely to 
him and threaten to beate him or he could geat him out of the fliyppe, he here vpon conceaued fo great hatered 
and indignacion agaynde the Spanyardes, Uiat he wente immediately to the Kinge of Stibuth, declaring the 
couetoufnes of the Spaniardes to be vnlaciable, and yat thei wold fliortely vfe crueltie againil him alfo, and 
bring him into fubiection and feruitude. The barbarous king beleued his wordes, and therwith pryuelye with 
the ayde of the other Ilandes, confpired .againfl, the Spanyardes, and toke or flew as many of them as came to 
a banket whereunto they were bidden vnder pretence of frendfhip. Among the which alfo, Serranus the 
Captaine was taken priefoner. But the refydue of the Spanyardes whicli remayned in the (hippes, beyng taught 
and warned by the eiiyll cliaunce which befell to theyr companions, and fearing greater deceytes and confpira- 
cies, lyft vp their ankers and gaue wind to Uieir feyles. In the meane tyme was Serranus brought bound to 
the fea bankes, defiring his companions to delyuer or redeme him from that horrible captiuitie of hys enemies. 
EiU the Spaniardes, albeit they toke it for a diflionour, to leaue or forfake theyr Captayne, yet fearing fraude or 
fiinher diflimulacion, they (ayled afyde from that Iland, and came to the Ilandes of Gibdh and Forne. In this 
mayne fea, were two great Ilandes, wherof the one was called Siloli, and the other Fame the leffe, where our 
men were wel entreated. The inhabitantes aiPome honoure the funne and the mone : they keepe alfo a certayn 
ciuile iuftice and frendly loue one to another. And aboue all thinges, defyre peace and ydlenes, Therfore 
their chiefe ftudie is, in no cafe to molefle their neyghboures or flraungers, or to be iniurious to anye man. 
They haue lyttle houfes, made of earth and wood, and couered partely with rubbifhe, and partly with ye bowcs 
of date trees. They take as manye ivyues as they are able to kepe. Theyr comon meat, is fuch as they take 
by foulinge or fiflhinge. They make bread of ryce : and drinke, of the liquor whiche droppeth from the 
braunches of date trees, cutte. Some vfe marchaundyfe in the Ilandes nere about them; fome appllc them- 
felues to huntinge and fyflbing, and fome to hufbandry. Theyr apparell, is of Goffampine cotton. They haue 
greate abundaunce of camphyre, ginger and cinomome. 



C How the Spaniardes came to the Ilandes ^/Molucca, and of the 
people with great hanging eares. 

|He Spaniardes takinge theyr leaue of the king of Pome, departed : dyrecting theyr viage 
towarde the Ilandes oi Molucca, whiche were fliewed vnto them by the fame King. They 
came fyift to the cofles of the Ilande called Solo, where are found Pearles as hygge as 
turtle doucs egges : but they are gathered in the depth of the fea. The inhabitantes 
of this Ilande, at fuche tyme as the Spanyaj-des came thether, toke a (helfyObe of fuche 
houdge bignes yat the flethe therof wayed, xlvij. pound weyght. \\'herby it is apparaunt yat 
great pearles ihould be found there forafmuch as pearles are the byrth of certayn ihelfifhes. 
From hence diei came to the Iland of Gilona, in which are certayn people hauing hanging eares of 
fuch length, that they hang downe to theyr flioulders. Wherat as the Spaniardes marueyled, the men 
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of the Hand lolde tliera, that not farre from thence was another Ihnd m wl ch ncre a k nd of n en not onelj 
with hanging earcs, but alfo with eares of fuche breadth and length tl at with o le of them thcj mjohte couer 
theyr hole head But the Spanyardes, who foughte for gold and fpyces and n t for m nflers fajled dyrectly to 
the Ilandes of Molucca, where they anyued, the eyghte rr oneth after the death of their gouemour Ma" liinw 
Thefe Ilandes are fyue in noumbre, the names wherof are thefe Thirant Muthtl Thedon Mite and Miih ei 
Some of thf.m are fytuate on thys fyde the Equinoliiall lyne, fome vnder it and fome beyonde it Some 
beare clones, fome Nutmegges, and fome Cinomome. They are not farre diilaunt the one from the other 
They are but little and narowe. The inhabitantes are very poore beciufe ther is no encreafe of inye 
other thinge fauing onely of fpyces. They lyue with bread aid fjfhe and fometme popinguyes. They 
lurke in lowe cotages : And in fyne, all thinges with them are defpicalle and vile b fide peace idlenes 
and fpyces. In Thedori is great plentie of cloues, as alfo in Tit tnte and MitJ en The trees which bnnge 
forth cloues, growe not, but on rockes and broken cliffes, wh ch fometime they grow fo thicke that they 
appeare lyke a lyttle woode or groue. This tree, bothe in leaues biggenes iid heyght s much Ijke ^nto the 
baye tree. It beareth the fruite in ye toppes of euery braunche The bu ide fprmgctli c t fjrft. and then m 
it the floure, not much vnlike the floure of an orange tree. The clo e s fyrft redde but after bejng fccrthed 
by the heate of the fonne, it is made blacke. The inhabitauntes deuide the groues of thefe trees beti\ ene then 
as we doe the vynes. The Hand of Muthil, bringeth forth cinomome. This tree, is fill of fmall braunches and 
baren, befl lyking in a drye foyle, and is very like vnto the tree, that beareth the pomgranate. The barke of 
this tree, by reafon of the great heate of the fonne, ryiing from the braunches, or bodie of the fame, is gathered 
and dried at the fonne, and is fo made perfecte cinomome. Neare vnto tiiis, is another Hand, called 
Beda, greater and larger, then anye of the Ilandes of Molucca. In this Hand groweth the Nutmegge, whofe tree 
is bigge and highe, and much lyke vnto the walnutte tree, for as is the walnutte, fo is this fruite defended with 
a double couering, as fyrfte with a grene huike, vnder the whiche is a thinne (kinne or rimme like a 
nette, encompaffing the fhell of the nutte : which (kinne we call the flowre of the nutmegge, but of the 
Spanyardes, it is called mace, an excellent and holefome fpyce. The other couering, is the ihell of the nutte, 
within the which is the fruite it felfe,' which we call ye nutmegge. Ginger groweth here and there in all 
the Ilandes of this Archipelagus, or mayne fea. Of the whiche, fome is fowcn, and fome groweth of it 
felfe. But that which is fowen, is the better. The herbe of this, is lyke vnto that which beareth faffrane 
and hath hys roote, (which is Ginger,) much lyke vnto the fame. In this meane time came two other fhyppes 
out of SjDayne : whereof the one iayled directely to the poynte oi Aphrica, called Promontorium bonafpei: And 
the other by the greate mayne South fea, to the coaftes of that continent or fyrme land whereof we haue fpoken 
here beefore. It fliallfuffyfe that we haue hetherto declared of the nanigacions whiche the Spanyardes attempted by 
the Wefte to layle into the Ealle, by the ftrayghte of Magellanus, where the paffage by Sea is open into the Eafte, 
by the continente or fyrme lande of the newe worlde, called America. Nowe therefore Ictte vs retoume to the 
other Nauigacions of Cohimbus, otherwyfe called the Admyrall, who longe beefore was the fyrfl fynder of 
the newe Ilandes, and of the fayde mayne or fyrme land, and yet founde not that ftrayght or narow fea, by the 
which Magellanus layled from the Weft into the Ead, 



The spanyardes 
I andis of 



C The thyrde nanigacion (7/"Chriftophorus Columbus. 

5|N the yeare of Chrift. 1498. Columbus the Admyral departed from Spayne with eyght foiftes, 
and arrj-ued fyrft at the Ilandes of Medera, where he deuyded hys nauie into two partes. 
For. V. of thefe ftiippes he directed to the Hand of Hijpana : and with the refidue, he failed 
towarde the fouth, entendinge to paffe ouer the ^quinoElial line, and from thenfe to turne 
towarde the Wefte, to fearche fuche landes as were hetherto vnknowen to the Chrillian men. 
Coming therfore to Caput ueride, he Jailed to the burning line, called Torrida zona where he 
found fo great heate, that he was in daunger of death ; but retuminge his Ihyppes towarde 
the Weft, he found a more holefome ayre and (as God woulde) came at the length to a lande well inhabyted, 
where there came agayuft him and his a bote with. \x"*ij \oung men armed with bowes arrowcs and ftiieldes 
couering only tlieyr priuie members w th a clothe of Goffampme cotton hauing alfo verj longe heare The 
admirall, (as well as he could by fignes) allured them to commumcac on But the\ trufted not our men fearing 
fome deceate. The Admirallperceau ng that he could nought pre njle by fignes -1 id tokens he determmed 
with Mufical inftrumentes to appeafe thetr wildiefie As the mu ft relics therefore Uene theyr fhailmea 
the barbarous people drew neare fufpecting thit no>fe to bee a token of w irre whereujon the) made read> 
iheyr bowes and arrowes. But the Spaniardes draw nge nearer -vi to them cafte certajne ap]arell into thejr 
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bote, willing by this token of frendihippe to concile them, although all were in vayne. For they tied all awaye. 
Wherefore the Admyrall departing from thence, came to a region called Farias, wel inhabited and fai of ciuile 
people, declaring muche humanitie toward ilraungers. They (hewed our men Pearles and Gold, and fuch other 
riches, defyring them to come a land, where they gentelly entreated them. When our men aiked them where 
they bad fncbe plentie of golde : they (with home poynting was in the flede of fpeech) declared by fignes and 
tokens, that tbei had it in certayne mountaines, and that thei could not without great daunger reibrt thetlier, by 
- recifon of certaine fearfe bealles in thofe partes, and alfo becaufe of the cruell people called Caiiibaks, whiche 
inhabite thofe mountaynes. But the Admiral, becaufe his wheate fayled, was enforfed to deporte thence. 
Dyrectinge theifore his viage toward ye North ealle, he came to the Hand of Hifpana, where he found 
The Spiinyiicics all thinges confounded and out of ordre. For the Spanyardes which were lefte in the llandes, refufed to obcye 
the Admiral! and his brother, mouinge greuous complayntes agaynfle them before the King of Spaine, and at 
the length fente them thether bound. 



C Howe Petrus Alonfus foughte newe llandes. 



Tht: Repon of 
The region of 




ilFter that the Admyrall hadde incurred the indignacion of the Kynge, manye of his companions, 
fuche as hadde been broughte vppe with him, and were experte Sea menne, decreede to 
fearche other partes of the worlde yet vnknowen. Among which number was Fetrus Alonfns, 
who with a ffiippe wel fuiniflied, layled to Farias, and from thence to Curtana, where he 
begon to exercyfe merchaundife with the inhabitantes, receauinge Pearles for belles and 
nedles. Entring alfo into the land, he was honourably entertayned. In their woodes, he 
faw innumerable Peacockes, nothinge vnlyke vnto cures, fauing that the males difi'er Htle 
from the females. In this region are great plentie of Phelkntes, Alonfus departinge from henfe, (ailed to the 
region of Canclddes, beynge fixe dayes fayling from Curtana, toward the Wed. In this region is great abun- 
daunce of golde, Popingiayes, Go(ia.mpine cotton, and mofte temperate ayre. From hence he fayled into 
another fruiteful region, but inhabited with wilde menne, which could by no gentilnes be allured to frend(hippe. 
Departinge therefore from thence, he came to the region of Ciniana, whereas pearles are found in great plentie: 
but before he came there, he chaunced to come amonge the Canibaks: agaynft whom, difchargeing a piece of 
ordinaunce, he droue them eafely to flight. But Alonfus laden with pearles, returned home into Spayne. 



C Ho7oe Pinzonus, companion to the A dmirall, fought newe llandes 




^Inceiitiits, othenvife called Finzomis in the yeare of Chrifle. 1499. prepared fourc bngmtrnf; 
and failed fyrft to the llandes of Canaria, and from thence to Caput ueride. From h hence 
directinge his viage toward the foutii farre beyonde the EquinoSlial lyne, he lound men m 1 
certayne Iland, but fuch as he could by no nieanes concyle vnto him. Tlieri-fore leaum.;e 
them, he came to another lande, in whiclie were innumerable naked people, dillmiuhng that 
thei defired to ioyne frcnd(hip with the Spaniardes. And whereas one of our men cifte a 
bell amonge them oute of the fhippe, they againe call to the Spanyardes a maffe ot piece of 
golde : which, one of cure companye fomewhat to bolde, attemptinge to take vp, they fodeynlye toke him and 
caried him awaye with merueylous fwiftenes: but our men leauing their fhippes, made haft to help their fellowe, 
in fo muche that the matter came to handftrokes. This conflict was fo fliarpu, that our men hadde much a doe 
to efcape wyth theyr lyues, by reafon of the fearfenes of the barbarians. Departing therefore from thence, they 
fayled toward the Northeafte, and came to the region of Payra, and to the llandes neare aboute the fcime in 
the whiche are woodes of fanders wherewith the marchauntes lade theyr fhippes, and carie it into other coun- 
■ treys. In this Region alfo growe the trees, whiche beare Cafsiafiflula of the befl.e kynd. There is alfo foundc 
a foure foted beaft of mondrous (liape, whofe former parte is lyke vnto a wolfe, faujng that the feete are lyke 
vnto the fete of a man, with eares like an owle: Hauinge alfo beneath his comon belye, an other belye lyke 
vnto a purfe or bagge, in which he kepeth his yonge whelpes fo longe, vntyll they be able fafely to wander 
abrode alone, and to geat theyr meate withoute the helpe of theyr parents. The whelpes while they are very 
yong, neuer come out of this bagge but when they fucke. This portentous beall with her three whelpes, was 
broughte to Ciuile in Spaine, and from thence to Granala. 
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C Of the foure nauigacions (yAmericus Vefputius to the newe Ilandes. 

Merkus Vefputius, beyng feiit with Chrijlophorus Columbus, in the yeare of Chriit. M.cccc.xcij. 
at the comma undement of Ferdinando King of Cadile, to feke vnlinowen landes, and wel 
intlructed in layling on the fea, after a fewe yeares, fet forward foure viages of hys owne 
proper charges. That is to witte, two vnder the fayd King Ferdinando, and two other vnder 
Emanuel, king of Portugale, of the which he himfelfe wryteth after this maner. 




C Thefyrjle viage ^Americus Vefputius.' 




■IN the yere of Chriil, M.cccc.xcvij. the. xx, daye of Maye, we came with foure fhippes, to 
the fortunate Ilandes, called Infulm fortunata, where the North pole hath his eleuacion. 
wvij degrees, and xl mmutes And from thence within the fpace of. xxvii. dayes, 
we came to a land more Weftwarde then the fortunate Ilandes, where the North pole 
was eleuate xvi degrees where alfo we foundt. a nacion of mked people, of innumerable 
multitude, whiche as fone as they fawe vs, fled to the next mountayne. From hence 
^vith n two dajes faylmg, we cime to a fale port wher we founde manye men, which 
with much adoe, we could fcircelj allure to communicacion, al^ough we profered them belles, lokinge 
glaifes, cnftallyne cuppes and fuche other leweUes But it the length perceauing our good wyll and 
liher^litie tow irde them they came to vs by heapes, and loyned frendfhyp with vs without all feare. They 
goe all as naked as tney came forth of their mothers wombe They futfre no heare on their bodie fauing 
only on thcyr head, in fo much that they pulo[f]}e heaies of their browes ' They are all fo perfectelye 
exercj'fed m fwimmmge, that they can continue therein, for the fpace of two leages without any thinge to beare 
them vp and efpeciallye the women Theyr weapons are bowes and arrowes. They arme tbeyr arrowes with ■ 
ye teeth of bealles and fylhes, bycaufe they lacke Iron and other metals. They kepe warre againfl their 
borderers whiche are of flraunge language. They fyght not for the enlatgeing of theyr dominion, forafmuche , 
as they haue no Magiftrates: nor yet for th[e]increafe of riches, becaufe thei are contente with their owne com- 
modities : but onely to reuenge the death of theyr prediceflburs. At theyr meate, they vfe rude and barberous 
fafliions, lying on the ground without any table clothe, or couerieL They flepe in certayne greate nettes made ' 
of Goflkmpine cotton and hanged a lofte in the ayre beetwene trees. /Theyr bodies are verye fmothe and clene 
by reafon of theyr often wafhinge". ■ They are in other thinges fylthy and withoute (hame, Thei vfe no laivful 
coniunction of mariage, but euery one hath as many women as him lilleth, and leaueth them agayn at his - 
pleafure 'The women are very fniiteful, and refufe no laboure al the whyle they are with childe. They 
trauayle in maner withoute payne, fo that the nexte day they are cherefull and able to walke. Neyther 
haue they the}T bellies wrimpeled, or loofe, and hanginge pappes, by reafon of bearinge manye childrenrs Theyr 
houfes and cabbens, are all in common, Theyr houfes are fafliyoned lyke vnto belles : are made of greate trees 
fattened together, couered wyth the leaues of date trees, and made very ftronge againft wind and tempefles. 
They are alfo in fome places fo great, that in one of them fixe hundreth perfons may lodge, Thei vfe euery - 
feuenth or eyght yeare, to remoue and channge theyr dwelling places, becaufe that by theyr longe continuaunce 
in one place, the ayre (houlde bee infected. They vfe no kynd of marchaundife or bying and felling, beyng - 
content onely with that which nature hath lefte them. As for Golde, Pearles, precious (lones, iewelles, - 
and fuche other tliinges, which we in Europa efleme as pleafures and delicates, they fette noughte by. They 
haue no kynde of corne. Theyr common fedinge, is a certayne roote whiche they drye and beate and make , 
floure or meale therof. They eate no kynd of fleihe except mans flefhe : for they eate all fuche as they kyll in 
theyr warres, or o[t]herwife take by chaunce When we had thus vewed the countreye, and confydered the 
maners of the people, we determyned to iayle further, downe by the landes fyde, and came after a few dales, to 
a certayn hauen, where we fawe about twentie greate houfes, rayfed vppe muche after the fafhion of belles. 
There came vnto vs a great multitude of men vnder pretenfe of frendeftiip. Some fwimminge, and fome in 
botes. Who, as fone as thei drew neare vnto vs, fodeynly bent theyr bowes againft vs, where we defended oure 
felues manfully. In this bickeringe, we (lewe of them about twentie, beefyde manye that were wounded : Eut 
of our men, were onlye fyue hurte, whiche were all perfectelye healed. Thus departinge fnam this hauen, we 
layled on, and came to anotlier nacion, in conuerfacion and tongue vtterlye ditfering from the fyrft. For 
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commlng outc of our (hippe, we were very frendly entreated of them, wliere we continued for the fpace of nyne 

dayes, This region is verye fayre, and fruitefull, hauinge nianye pleafhunt woodes, which continue grene all the 

yeare ionge. They haue fruites innumerable, vtterlye vnlyke vnto oures. The Region is fituate dyrectelye vnder 

the lyne, called Tropicus Calieri. The inhabitantes them felues, call it Farias. Saylinge farre beyond this 

R^g!3n and ouerpafTinge manye countreyes and nacions, fyndinge Gold euery where, (but in no great 

n ) m other nacion full of gentleneffe and humanitie, where we relied, xxxvij. dayes. Thefe 

p m f, oniplaynte vnto vs, that there was not farre from them, a certayne fearfe and cruel! 

n n h d hem fore, and made incurfion into theyr countreye at a certayne tyme of the yeare, 

!^y nge h m an ntlye carying them awaye, to th[e]intent to eate them, in fo muche that they were not 

b o d nd h m e ues againfle theyr fearfeneffe. Whiche thinge when they hadde fo lamentablye declared 

no ad h dd made them promyfe thit we woulde reuenge theyr fo manye iniuries they iovned \nto 

u n n u heyr men. Thus we wente forward and afler feuen dayes came to an Ilandi. called 

f people dwelte. A\ho is fone is the) hiide efpved vs came -im i.d -i£,i}nn,L vs 

V h Ti in battaile, which contynued for the fiace of tnoo hourei Vt the length no 

h fl g and flewe and wounded a greite numbre of tht n and toke xw cij tmes But of our 

m n e, and. xsi. wounded and Ihortel) after reflore 1 to htalth ^\ c gaue to th jfe fi.ui,n 

n h h h -s, thre menne of oure pnfouners and foure women whom with griate reiojfmge 

h dw h tl m o theyr countreye and we retirn nge home towird Spame nith manj captmes came 

p le called Calkium where we folde oure p lefonerb, and wtre loyefuUje receaued In 

c ol ChriH. M-ct.cc.xeis. the, xv. daje of 0-tobre. 



theje: 



C The feconde viage ^Vefputius. 




N the moneth of May folowing VefpuHus attempted another viage and came by Ilandes of 
Canaria, euen vnto the butninge lyne, called Torrida zona, and founde a lande beeyonde the 
EquinoHial line, toward the South, where the South pole is eleuate fyue degrees. And vvheras 
he coulde fynde no apte enteraunce into the land, and fayled vp and down alonge by the 
fame, he efpyed a bote in which was aboute twentie men : who, as fone as they faw the Span- 
yardes, lepte into the Sea and efcaped all, excepte two, which they toke. In theyr bote which 
they forfoke, were founde foure young men which they had by force taken oute of another 
countrey, hauinge theyr priuie members newelye cutte of. Thefe, Vefputius toke into his fhippes and learned by 
theyr fignes and tokens, that they hadde been taken of the Canibales, and fliould ihortly haue been eaten. But 
departinge from thefe cofles, and faylinge on forward, they came to a commodious hauen, where they founde 
Fyue hundicih mucho people, with whom they ioyned frendfhyp, and fell to chaungeinge of ware, receauinge for one bell, fyue 

mw oMhri^t^i' ' hundreth Pearles. In this lande they drinke a certayne kynde of wyne, made of the iuyfe of fruites and fedes, 
being lyke whyte and redde fydar. Departinge from hence, and iaylinge yet further, they founde a certayne 
Ilande in which was a beaflly kind of people, and fimple, yet very gentJe. In this Ilande is no frefhe water ; 
but they gather the dew which in the night feafon falleth vpon certayne leaues muche lyke vnto the earc of an 
Aife. They lyue for the mode parte, by fea fifhe. They haue no cotages or houfes : but haue certayne broade 
leaues, wherewith they defende them felues from the heate of the Sunne, but not from fliowres : but it is verye 
lykely, that it rayneth but lytde in that Hand, Vefputius wyth his companye departinge from hence, fayled 
vnto another Ilande : into the whiche when he hadde entered, he founde certayne cotages, and in them two old 
women, and three young wenches whiche were of fo greate Ilature, that they marueyled thereat. And whereas 
our menne ilryued with them to brmge them to the fhyppe, to th[e]intente to haue caryed them into Spayne, 
they efpyed cominge toward them fjxe and thyrtie men yet of muche greater (lature then were the women, 
- bearing with them bowes, arrowes and great (lakes hke vnto clubbes : at the fyghte of whome, oure menne 
beinge afrayd, made hafle to theyr (hyppes But thefe Gyauntes folowinge them euen to the Seafyde, bended 
theyr arrowes towardes the Spanyardes ^ntjU they difcharged two pieces of ordinaunces, wyth the horryble 
founde whereof, they were immediatly drieuen to flight, Oure menne therefore departinge from thence, called 
that Ilande, the Ilande of Giauntes. And came to another nacion, which frendlye entreated them, and offered 
them many Pearles : in fo muche that they boughte. xis. markes weyghte of pearles, for a fmal price. They 
. gaue vs alfo certayne fhelfylhes, of the whiche fome conteyned. in them a hundreth and thyrtie Pearles, 
and fome fewer. Departinge from thenee they came to the Ilande oi Antig/ia, which Columbus had difcouered 
a few ycares before. I.eauinge this, they Cayled directcly to Calicium, a porte of Spayne, where they were 
honourably e receaued. 
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C The thyrde viage of Vefputius. 




^E/puHus beyng called from Caftile to fcrue Emanuel the King of Portugale, in the yeare 
of Chrifle. M. ccccc ij. the tenth daye of May, departed from the hauen of lilbume, and 
layled downe by the coaftes of the fea Atlantike, vnti! he came vnder the EquinoHial lyne. 
And the. xvij. daye of Augufle, they arryued at a certayne lande where they found a kind of - 
beaftly people. This land is fituate toward the South, fyue degrees beyonde the EquinoUial - 
lyne, A gieate multitude of the inhabitantes wer gathered together, and as wel as they coulde 
by fignes and poyntinges, defu-ed oure men to come alande and to fee theyi countrey. There 
were two in the Ihippe, which toke vpon them to vewe the lande, and leame what fpyces and other commodities 
might be had therein. They were appoynted to retume within the fpace of fine daies at the vttemioil. But 
when eyght dayes were now pafle, they whiche remayned in the fliippes, heard yet nothing of theyr retmiie : 
wheras in the meane time great multitudes of other people of the fame lande reforted to the Sea fyde, but could 
by no meanes be allured to communicacion. Yet at the length they broughte certayne women, which fliewed 
them felues familier towarde the Spaniardes: Whenipon they fent forth a young man, beyng very ftrong and 
quicke, at whom as the women wondered, and ilode gafmge on him and feling his apparell : there came fodeynly 
a woman downe from a mountayne, bringing with her fecretely a great (lake, with which flie gaue him fuch a 
flroke behyndCj that he fell dead on the earth. The other womenne foorthwith toke him by the legges, and 
drewe him to the mountayne, whyle in the mean tyme the men of the countreye came foorth with bowes and 
arrowes, and (hot at oure men. But the Spaniardes difchargeing foure pieces of ordinaurice agaynft them, 
droue them to flighte. The women alfo which had flayne the yong man, cut him in pieces euen in the fight of 
the Spaniardes, fhewinge them the pieces, and roding them at a greate fyre. The men alfo made certayn tokens, 
wherby they declared that not part. viii. daies before, they had in lyke raaner ferued other chriftian men. 
Wherfore ye Spaniardes hauinge thus fuflayned fo greuous iniuries vnreuenged, departed with euyl wil: fayling 
therfore further toward ye fouth, they found a nacion of great multitude, and of much genteler condicions, with 
whom thei remained, viij, dayes, bartering and changeing ware with them, Sayling on yet farther, they went 
beyond ye line called Tropicus Caprkorni, where the fouth pole is eleuate. 32, degrees; and wheras in thofe 
parts thei found no great riches, they failed yet further fouthward vntill ye pole was eleuate. !ij. degrees: where 
thei came into fuch a tempefle, that they were enforfed to gather vppe theyr fayles, and to rowe only with the 
mafte, directinge theyr viage toward the coftes of Ethiopia, from whence they returned againe to I.ifbume 



eleuate- J^degrees. 
Lisbume. 



C The fourth viage of Vefputius. 




HHis nauigation was attempted in the yeare of Chrill. M.ccccc.iij. but was not brought to the 
ende hoped for, by reafon of a miJFortune which chaunced in the goulfe of the fea Atlantike. 
Vefputius entended in this viage to iayle to the Ilande of Mdcha, beyng in the Eaft, in 
which is fayde to be great ryches, and the tlacion of reflinge place of all ihippes comming 
from the goulfe Gangettcus, and from the Indian Sea. This Mekha, is fituate more toward 
the Weil, and Calicut more enclininge towarde the fouth. Vefputius came fyrll to ye grene 
llandes, called Jnfulm uerides: and layled from them to Serraliona, beynge in the Southe 
partes of Ethiopia : from whence faylinge on yet further, he fawe in the middefl of the fea an Hand, high and 
met^eylous: where alfo the M[asfter]. Pilate of this nauie, loll his (hippe by running vpon a rocke: but all the 
mariners efcaped. This Ihippe was of thre hundreth tunne, and had in it al the power of the nauie. When 
Vefputius had entered into the Hand, he found it rude and vnhabited: yet was it full of byrdes: but had no 
beafles except Lifertes with forked tayles, and Serpentes. Thus makinge prouifion for neceffaries, he was 
enforced to returne to portugale, failing of his purpofe. 
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C //fa/ the king of Portugale fubdued cerfayn places in India: 
and of the ryche Cytie of Malacha. 

Orafmuche as therefore in the ycares folowinge, there were more often nauigacions made from 
the Wefl by the foulh into the Eaft, and the Portugales had now founde a (afe paffage by 
ye fea, they thought it expedient for theyr better fafetie, to make certaine fortifications and 
places of refuge in the Eafte. The which theyr intent the better to accomphihe, King 
Emanuel appoynted one Alphonfus an experte man on the fea, to be captayne of this viage. 
Who, defyring to reuenge the loffes and iniuries which the Portugales had before fuftained, 
layled directly to Aurea Cherjonefus, now called Maladia, a merueylous great and riche 
citie, wliofe king is an infydel of tjie fecte of the Moores ; for cuen thus farre was the fecte of Mahumet extended. 
A!pho?ifiis therfixe at his coming thether, beiieged the cytie, and made warre agaynfl the Saracens whiche heldc 
the fame. In this conflict a greate noumber of theyr enemies beynge fiayne, the Portugales entred into the 
citie by forfe and kept the lame, permitting free libertie to theyr fouldiers to fpoyle, kyjl, and bume. I'he 
king himfelfe, fyghting vpon an Elephante, and beyng fore wounded, fiedde with the refydue of his companyc. 
A greate numbre of the Moores were flaine with the loffe of a fewe Portugales: manye were taken, and great 
fpoyle caried awaye, in the whiche were feuen Elepliantes, and all kyndes of ordinaunces perteyning to the 
warres, made of copper, to the noumbre of two thoufande pieces. The cytye beinge thus taken and facked, 
and the eiiemyes drieuen to flyghte, AIp}ionfus the Capilayne the better to prouyde for the fauegarde of the 
Chrillians, buylded a ilrong forte at the mouth or entraunce of the riuer which runneth through ye citie. At 
this time, that vi to witte, in the yeare of Chrift- M. ccccc. xij. there were in Malacha many (traungers and mar- 
chauntes of dyuerfe nacions, whereby the cytie -^as replenifiied with great lyches and abundaunce of fpyces. 
They of theyr owne mocion, defyred to make a leage with Alphonfus, and were of him gently receaued: So 
that for theyr better fafetie, he permitted them to dwell in the houfes neare about the forte. And by tliis 
meanes, this markette toivne was reedified and broughte to muche better Hate than euer it was before. Thefe 
thinges thus happely atchiued, and al thinges in Malacha fet in good order, Alphonfus leaning in the forte a 
garrifon of. vi. hundreth valiante fouldiours, returned into India, where he befieged the chiefe caflell of the 
cytie of Goa, which (he) a fewe yeares beefore, hadde with no fmal daunger of our men, and great flaughter of 
their enemies, fubdued vnder the dominion of Emanuel kynge of Portugale, and was now poffefled of the mores, 
he manfully recouered agayne, and enforfed them to render vp the fune. Alfo the ambafladours of the Kinge 
oi Narfinga, the Kinge of Cambaia, and the King of Grqfapha with the legates of dyuers other kinges and 
Princes, offered them felues to be at a leage wyth Alphonfus, and thereupon broughte theyr prefentes vnto hyni. 
No leife power and dominion obtayned the king of Spayne in the Ilandes of the Weile partes: In fo muche 
that at his commaundement,' were buylded fixe townes in the Ilande of Cuba. Lykewyfe in the llande of 
Tucatana, was buylded a greate cytie wyth fayre houfes. The Ilande of Cozumdla, the Spanyardes called 
Sancla Crux, beecaufe they came fyrfte thether in Maye, on the daye of the Inuencion of the Croffe. In the 
Ilande oiHifpana or Hifpaniola, were erected, 28. fuger prefles, to preffe ye fugre whiche groweth plentifully 
in certaine canes or redes of the lame countrey. From hence alfo is brought the wood of Guaiaatm, other 
wyfe called, Ugnum Sanctum, wh^ewith dyuerfe difeafes are healed by tlie order of the newe dyete. 



C Of the Hand of Medera, and the fortunate Ilandes, otherwyfc 
called the Ilandes (j/'Canaria. 

Etwene Spaine and the Ilandes of Canaria, is the Ilande of Medera, which the Spaniardes in 
our time founde vnhabited and ialuage. But perceauingc that the foyle thereof, was very 
fmitefull, they burnt the woodes, and made the ground apt to bringe fooith come, and 
buylded many houfes, and fo tilled the fame, that at this day is no where founde a more 
fraiteful lande. It hath in it many fpringes of freflhe water and goodly ryuers, vpon the 
which are bylded manye fawe mylles, wherewith manye fayre trees, lyke vnto Ccder and 
Cypreffe trees, are fawed and cut in funder, whereof are made moll fayre tallies, cobcrdes, 
i, and fuch other curious workes made of wocd. Thefe trees are of rcdde colour, and fwete 
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fauour, tlie bodies and braunches whereof are broughte into Spayne in great plentie. The Kynge of Portugale 
thought it goode to plante in this Hand, that kynde of redes in which fuger groweth : wherein he was not 
deceased in his opinion: For they giowe there mofle fruitefully, and beare fuger which excelleth the fugre of 
Candye or Sicilia. There were alfo vynes broughte out of Candye and planted in this Ilande, where they 
profper fo wel, that for ye moile parte they bring forth more grapes then le^ues, ind thofe very great. In this 
Hand is alfo great plentie of Partriches, wyld doues, and Peacockes, wild bores, and diuers kindes of other 
beafles, which onely poffelTed the Hand before men djd mhibite the fime Alfo the Ilandes called Infula 
fortunatm, (whiche are now called Canaria, for the multitude of do^es which are in them) are fayd to be no 
leffe fniytefulL Thefe Ilandes are tenne in noumbre, of the >\hich feuen are inhabited, and thre remaine 
defolate. They which are inhabited, are called by thefe names FraHa lauaa, Magna fors, Grancanaria, 
Teneriffa, Ginera, Pahna, and Ferrum. At Columbus fird commmg thether, the inhabitantes went naked, 
without Ihame, religion, or knowledge of God. But in fucceffe of time, foure of the greateft. Ilandes embrafed 
the Chriflian faith: They haue eche of them a priuate language. Teneriffa and Grancanaria, are bigger then 
the other. Teneriffa may be fene afarre of, to the diftaunce of fiftie leages, in a fayre and dere daye. The 
reafon whereof is, that in the middeft of the Hand, ryfeth a marueylous great and (Irong rock, which is thought 
to be, XV. leages high, and caileth foorth continualiye greate flames of fyre and pieces of brimflone, as doth the 
mount Etna in the Hand of Sicilia. The people of thefe Ilandes, lyue with barlye bread, fleithe, and mylkc. 
They haue alfo greate plentie of Goates, wylde Afles, and Fygges. They lacke wyne and wheate. 



C Whether vnder the ^quino(flial circle or buminge lyne 
{called Torrida zona) be habitable Regions. 

r fecundus (otherwife called Eneas Siiutus,) of this queflion, wryteth in this maner. 
It h^th been muche doubted whether habitable regions maye be founde vnder the E^ui- 
no6lnI lyne Eratojlhenes is of th[e]oppinion, that the ayre is there verye temperate. So 
thmketh Folyhius alfo, afluming that the earth is there verye highe, and watered with 
many fhowers. Fofsidonius fuppofed that there is no Mountaynes vnder the EquinoBial. 
1 th>u^hte that the Equino^ial lyne was extended beyond the earth ouer the mayne 
Ocean fea whiche thinge the Poete Homere femeth to infmuate, where he faineth 
that the hirfes which drawe the chariote of [the] funne, drinke of the Ocean fea, and the funne it felfe to take 
his nonthement ot the lame "Whiche fentence Macrobius alfo foloweth. Neither was Albertus Magnus farre 
from this opinion who luppofcth yat the funne draweth vp fo much moyllure vnder the F^inoffia/ circle, as 
engendreth the cloudes vnder the poles, where by reafon of th[e]excedinge coldneffe, ayre is contioualli turned 
into nater But Ptolomeub thmketh the earth to bee extended beyonde the Equim^ial, whereas he placeth a 
part of the Hand of Tapiobana, vnder the Equino6lial, and alfo many nadons of the Ethiopians. Many 
haue thought that th[e]eirthiy Paradyfe was fette vnder that lyne : which opinion is contrary to th[e]auctoritie of 
the holy fcripture which witneffeth the two famous fluddes Ti^is and Euphrates to fpringe oute of Paradife : 
whiche neuertheleffe we know from the North partes to fal into the goulfe called Sinus_ Perficus: but as 
concerninge the heate vnder the EquinoHial lyne, the neareneffe of the funne, or the directe beames of the fame, 
are no fufficiente caufes why vnder that line Ihould be no habitable regions, if we confider how thofe places are 
otherwyfe fhadowed, and tempered \vith the moyllenes and dewes of the nightes, which are all the yeare 
throughe of equal length with the dayes. Yet wyl no man denye, but that vnder the Fquinofiial throughoute 
all the bm-ninge lyne there are manye wildemeffes and defolate places, lacking water, and incommodious for the 
lyfe of man : Albeit euen in Ethiopia, people dwell neare to the ryuers and woodes. Plinie alfo layth that one 
Dalion, and Arijlockon, and Bion, and Bafilides, went Southward beyonde Merom whiche is aimolle vnder the 
Equimnial. And that Simonides who writte the defcripcion of Ethiopia, dwelte fyue yeres in Meroce : whiche 
Ilande, (beeynge in the fyrme lande and compaffed aboute wyth the Ryuer of Nilus) he alfyrmed to bee fituate. 
972, thouiande pafes beeyonde Syenes of Egypte, as the fearchers of Nero declared. But at Sienes the 
Aftronomers appoynte the fommer conuerfion of the funne : and that there the buminge lyne beginneth, being 
diflaunte from the jEquinoilial foure and twentie degrees, that is twelne thoufande furlonges. Wherby we maye 
perceaue that Meroie is fituate fome what beeyonde the myddefl betwene the Equino^ial and Sienes. 
Ptolomeus alfo defcrybeth the Region oi Agifimba to bee inhabited beeyonde the EquinoHial. Lykewyfe the 
Mountaynes of the Mone, called Montes Luna, out of the which, the fennes or marifes of -the riuer Nilus haue 
their fpring and originalL He addeth hereunto that there are certayne Ethiopians called Anthropophagi, 




The Ilandes of 



Tile poet Hom 



tctict in Egipie. 

Iialie^viiL |« 
m/lthaitsand] 



Paliiu. 



sNilL 



Hosted by Google 



42 



]pf the newe India, and Ilandes in the West Ocean Sea, &c?[ 



that is, fuch as eate mans fleflie, which inhabite regions beyond tlie Equirwilial about the fpace of. xvi, 
degrees. And thus the inhabitacion of men is found to be extended, x. hundreth thouiand pafes beyonde the 
EquinoHial lyne. Whiche fpace conteyneth no leffe then two clymes of earth. And a clyme is a porcion 
of the worlde betwene South and North, wherein is variacion in length of the daye, the fpace of halfe an 
houre. 

C Finis. 

C Thtis endeth the fyfth boke of Sebajlian Munjler, 

of the landes of Afoa the greater, and of the 

newefounde landes, and Ilandes. 

1553- 



C Imprinted at London, in Lom- 

barde Sirete, By Edward 
Sutton. 




C To at adttenturers, andfncke as take in hande greats enierpryfes. 

Who hath not of fowrenes felte the bitter tafl, 
Is not worthy of fwetenes to take his repall. 
To cracke the nutte, he mud take the payne, 
The which would eate the camell fayne. 
Who that of bees feareth the Hinge, 
Shal ;ieuer by nony haue great wonninge. 
As the fwete Rofe bringeth forth the thome, 
So is man truely to ioye and payne borne. 
The byrde vpon hope byldeth her nede. 
Where oftentymes Ihe hath but euyll refle. 
Yet is ihe not therby drieuen to fuche feare. 
Hut yat ihe perfoimeth the lame the nexte yeare. 
Much cafling of periles doth noble corage fwage 
Yet do not I coramende raihenes or outrage. 
What foles do fable, take thou no hede at all, 
For what they know not, they cal phantaflical. 
Nought venter nought haue, is a laying of old. 
Better it is to blow the cole, then to fyt a cold. 
Fortes fortima adiuuai, the Latin prouerbe (aith, 
But fayleth to fuch as faynt and lacke fayth, 
God giueth al thinges, but not ye bul by ye home 
The plowman by trauaile encreafeth his conie. 
As fortune fauereththoumayil be riche or poore, 
As Crefm or Inis tliat beggeth at the dore. 
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C The table of the cotitentes of this booke. 
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The maner of woorkynge in the golde mini 

in oulde tyme 
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C The interpretacion of certeyne woordes. 



C Coniiiunte (that is) the firme lande not inclofed 

with vrater, or no Ilande, 
A Caraue! or Carud, a kynde of Ihyppes- 
Hintifpheiium, (he halfe globe of the earth and 



Equinoctial, the line (hat diuideth the heauen and 
the earthe in the myddeft betwene the two poles, 
in the which when the fonne commeth, (he days 
and nyghtes are of equal length 

Clime, is a portion of the worlde betwene north 
and fouth. 

The Indian language. 



ParaiUles, are lines whereby the fonne palTynge 

caufeth variation of tyme. 
Gatli Mammoni, Monkeys. 

Werjl, is'anltallanp^itiffuBlinile. 
Colonie, an habltacion- 



C Canoa, a boate or barke. | Machana, a fworde. 
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C Note that the Ilande ol Hifpanioia, \\ 
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f POTENTISSIMO AC SERENISSIMO 

PHILIPPO, AC SERENISSIMO POTENTISSIM^QVE MARINE, 

Dei gratia Regi ac Reginas, Anglic, Francis, Neapolis, lerufalem, et 

Plibernias : Fidei defenforibus, Principibus Hifpaniarum et Siciliae, 

Archiducibus Auflrias, Ducibus Mediolani, Burgundias, et 

Brabantix, comitibus Hafpurgi, Flandrise, et Tirolis, 

Richardus Edenus perpetuam optat fcelicitatem. 

jVM IN PRIMO VESTRO ingreffuin hanccele- 
berimam Londini vrbetn (illuftrifslmi Principes) 
ccrnerem qiianto omnium applaufu, popnli con- 
curfu, ac ciuium frequentia, quanto infuper 
fpectaculonim nitore, nobilium virorum fplendore, 
equonim mLiItitudine.tubarum clangore, ca;terifque 
magnificis pompis ac triumphis, pro dignitate 
veftra accept! eftis dum omnes quod fui eft officij 
facere fatagebant, vbi in tanta hominum turba vix 
vnus reperiatur qui non aliquid agendo aducntum 
veflrum gratulabatur, ccepi et ego quoque aliorum 
exemplo (propius prefertim ad me accedentibus Cel- 
fitudinibus veftris) tanto animi ardore ad aliquid 
agendum accendi ne folus in tanta hominum corona 
otiofus viderer, quod vIx me contlnebam quin In aliquam extemporariam orationem 
temere erupuiffem, nifi et pr^fcntije veftr;^ maieftas, ct mea me obfcuritas a tarn audaci 
facinore deterruiffent Verum, cum poftea penitius de hac re mecum cogitaffem, con- 
fyderaffemque quam h^c omnia alioqui per fe laude digna, veftris tamen mentis ac 
regiffi dignitatis eminentia; comparata, plebeia ac Judicra videantur, ccepi denuo cum 
animo meo reputare qua in re ita cum immortali rcrum memoria fcelicifsimum veftrum 
aduentum gratularer, vt inde nominis veftri fama et fplendor, non vllis fpecTiaculorum 
temporarijs oftentis, fed rerum geftarum gloria, ad pofteros perpetuo emanaret. Excutio 
ftatim diuitias meas. Perfcrutor fi quid ex penu meo depromere poffum quod me ad 
aliquid agendum veftris heroicis virtutibus dignum excitet. Sed cum penes me nihil tale 
reperio, agnofco nuditatem meam, atque ad vos confugio. Patrum, auorum, proauorum, 
atque atauorum vitas et fa6la recolo. Syluam rerum geftarum video, totque precla- 
rlfsimorum principum propagines, vt merito ab ipfis heroibus, Saturno videlicet, loue, ac 
Hercule, cseterifque theanthropis, originem duxiffe videantur. Quod cum ita fit, non 
aliunde profefto quam ex hac fylua materles mihi petenda erit quo in ment'bus 
hominum et a^terna rerum memoria, perpetua fpeiSlacula rerum a vobis et progenitoribus 
veftris prjEclare geftarum, in mundi theatro ab omnibus cum fumma nominis veftri fama 
ac veneratione cernantur. Cum itaque inter csetera a maioribus veftris pra;clare gefta, 
nihil fit admirabilius autmaiori laude dignum, quam quod incredibili fiducia et plus quam 
Herculeis laborlbus fuperato Oceano, fcelicifsimo tandem euentu, Indite Occidentalis 




Hosted by Google 



The Epijile. 



47 



ditifsimas Insulas atque Contlnentis amplifsimas regiones, mortalium primi iniienerunt, 
in qiiibus infinitas incolarum myriades ad fidem Chriftl conuerterunt (quo nihil auguftius 
aut Chriftianis principibus magis dignum excogitari poteil) vifus fum mihi quod non alia 
in re magis poffem fcelicitati veitrs merito gratulari, qiiam fi noftris quoque hominibus 
quibus liEcc haftenus nihil aut parum cognita funt, innotcfcere faciam, vt perfpe(5tis 
illorum fimiil et veftrorum amphfsimis imperijs non fine diuina prouidentia {vt credere 
par eft) ad ipfos vfque Antipodes et PLVS VLTRA terminads, omnes boni, ipfa rerum 
magnitudine in admirationem dii6li, vos ament et venerentur : Mahs vero et improbis, 
OS obftruatur fi quam in maledicendo voluptatem capiunt. Hsec dum cogito, venit mihi 
in mentem quod olim adolefcens perlegi Decades de Nouo Orbe a Petro Martyre ab 
Angleria, illuftrifsimi Ferdinandi regis Catholici, ac tui (Serenifsime rex) proaui oratore, 
Latine confcriptas, atque facr^ Caefarije maieftati patri tuo dedicatas. Tanti itaque 
autoris fide et eruditione motus, eum pr^e c^eteris in noftram hnguam traducendum fufcepi, 
quod non fohim vt hiftoricus res Indicas cum fumma fide fcriptis mandauit, fed etiam vt 
philofophus (quod in casteris fcriptoribus defyderatur) naturalium rerum occuhas caufas 
reddit, ac admirabilium naturae operum (quibus heec veftra India plena eft) rationes 
inueftigat. Atque vt huius Indi^ poftenor ftatus cognofcatur, quantufque thefaurus auri, 
gemmariim, aromatum, aliarumque ditifsimarum mercium ac annui cenfus inde quotannis 
in Hifpaniam aduehitur, adiunxi do6lifsimi vJri GonzaH Ferdinandi Ouiedi hbellum 
quem ille Indicae hiftori^e generalis Summarij titulo infcripfit, eiufdemque illuftrifsimi 
Carol! Imperatoris patris tui nomini confecrauit : Casteraque plurima ex recenrioribus 
fcriptoribus excerpfi, qua mihi in tam immenfa rerum memorabilium bibliotheca, pr^cipue 
adnotanda videbantur. Quae, quanta et qualia funt, quantifque parafangis, omnium 
heroum ac Argonautarum res geftas toto terrarum orbe tantopere celebratas fuperent, 
h^ec mea fequens pr^efacio vulgari fermone ad huius hiftori^ lectores populumque 
Anglicum confcripta, fatis prolixa oratione indicabit, adeo vt idem hie repetere fuperua- 
caneum fit, minimeque neceffarium, quandoquidem Anglica lingua tibi Serenifsima 
Regina vernacula eft, idemque illuftrifsimo Regi quod tibi fcriptum aut diftum exiftimen, 
non folum quod diuino vinculo vnum fitis in carne vna, fed etiam quod eadem animi 
lenitate, humanitate, affabilitate, ceeterifque virtutibus, non minus animi moribus quam 
carnis vinculo vnum fitis, Sed neque hie opus eft vt ego Latino fermone veftras 
virtutesj animi moderationem, clementiam, religionem, pietatem, educadonem, caftitatem 
fcelicitatem, fortunas, opes, munificentiam, viftorias, imperia, ftemmata, cteteraque huiuf- 
modi multa enumerem, cum pr^fertim vir nobilis et doctus Leonhardus Goretius Polonus 
de his omnibus deque fcelicifsimo veftro matrimonio, oration^e fatis fufa traftauit, in qua 
nihil pretermlfit quod ad Celfitudinis veftro et progenitorum veftrorum gloriam virtute 
partam, pertineat. Cseterum cum regime veftro virtutes nominifque fplendor ac regnorum 
amplitudo alias per vniuerfa Chriftiani orbis imperia fatis nota fint, nifi forte ibi minime 
vbi maxime nota effe deberent, nempe in hoc AngliEc regno, ideo opere prsecium et rem 
omnibus bonis gratam, quodque mei eft officij erga Celfitudines veftras me fafturum 
exiftimaui, fi hsc noftris (vt dixi) hominibus, noftraque lingua ob oculos contempianda 
propofuero. Quod quam fceHciter aut dextre a me factum fit, aliorum efto indicium 
Quam vero fidclitur, fyncere, ac animo in Maieftatis veftras propenfo hoc idem aggreffus 
fum, teftia eft mihi confcientla mea In confpectu illius qui hominum corda et renes 
fcrutatur. Macte igitur virtutis iftius animi veftri eftote Serenifsiml Prlncipes, atque Diuino 
auxilio freti, pergite ea qua ccepiftis fiducia, huius deploratae ac collapfae reipubllcce noftree 
ftatum, priftino decori reftituere, id quod omnes a vobis expectant atque efflagitant, 
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pollicentes infupcr vobis in eo negotlo fuam operam in nullo defuturam. Ne terreatvos 
quorundam canum latratus qui bonis omnibus oblatrant, et tunc defincnt latrare cum 
deftnent viuere. Vulgatifsimum femper fuit improbos homines viris probis vel propter 
inuidiam ve! propter difsimilitudinem, folere latrare, Et tamen ille probus femper liabitus 
eft, quern peruerfi maxima improbauerint. Non eft igitur curandum quid de nobis 
homunculi, fed quid viri boni loquantur. Cogitate (Serenifsimi Principes) quod mag- 
nanimitate ac maiorum infignijs, aquilis et leonibus fimiles eftis. Aquilse natura 
eft, alta petere, et aduerfus folis radios in altum volare. Leonis proprium eft parcere 
fubieftis et debellare fuperbos. Generofus equus per plateas incedens, canes vt 
animalcuia imbella preterit non perturbatus, Virtus non exercita (inquit Seneca ad 
Neronem) paruam laudem meretur. Non admodum magnificum fuerit mediocrem 
fortunam probe adminiftrare ; Sed tanta rerum omnium Hcentia non abuti, hoc vero 
admirablle eft : Multo autem admirabilius in iuuenili ac lubrica ^tate cui accedat setas 
magiftra : hijs prsefertim qui contumelia lacefcuntur, quse aiioqui homines vel placidifsi- 
mos folet de gradu dejicere. Sed (vt fupra dixi) non eft hie mei propositi (Serenifsimi 
Principes) veftras laudes pro meritis decantare, aut exprimere quo modo in fummo rerum 
faftigio vos humiles preebuiftis, de quare fufius in prsefacione ad lectores traftaui. lam 
itaque vt huic epiftol^e dedicatoriee finem imponam, rogo Serenifsimas Maieftates veftras 
vt has meas lucubrationes in hijs autoribus vertendis, (quas veftro nomini confecraui) ea 
humanitate ac fauore fufclpiatis, quibus omnes beneuolo animo ad vos accedentes, facile 
admittitis ac neminem rejicitis. Quem admodum enim qui pomarium aut vineam 
plantauit ac matures inde fructus collegit, illi merito primitias foluit a quo prima femina 
primafque arborum infitiones habuit, ita et ego qui a maiorum veftrorum rebus geftis 
primis fumptis feminibus, hos qualefcumque fruclus aedidi, videor profeflo mihi, debito 
veftro honore vos defraudaffe, nifi eofdem veftro nomini ac numini obtuliftem, 
Deus. Opt. Max. Celfitudines veftras perpetuo feruat incolumes, 
faxitque vt fcecunda fobolis propagine, fummaque pace 
PC tranquillitate, huius regni habenas ad Diuini 
nominis gloriam, diu gubernetis. 

FINIS. 
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of theyr commendations haue redounded to 11 f h h 

illuftratynge and fettynge furthe theyr doyn F h Hi Id h d h k ^ 1 

the kynge of Caria, with his wyfe Artem f Iff S p B Tm 1 

Leochares, or Pythis, if the wonderful! and fumptuous woorke of the fepulcher whiche Artemifia made for kynge 
Maufolus her huftand (beinge of fuch woorkemanlhyppe that it was accompted for one of the marueyls of the 
worlde) had not geuen vnto all thefe immortall fame, whereas neuertheleffe it coulde not defende it felfe ageynU 
th[e]iniurie of tyme confumynge all thynges. There remayneth at tliis daye no token of the laborious Tabernacle 
whiche Moifes buylded, or of the renoumed and marueilous Temple that was buylded in Hierufalem by Salomon 
and renewed by Efdras. Yet fliall the name of the excellente artificers Ooliab and Befelchel, and Hyram the 
kynge of Tyrus, lyue for euer in the memory of men. Furthermore alfo, Salomon hym felfe, although he were 
many other wayes famous, yet gaue he a greate parte of his glory to that princely buyldynge. But certeynely 
the moil trcwe and permanent glory, procedeth of fuch monumentes as brynge fume great and notable commoditie 
and profile to the lyfe of men, rather then of the hugious heapes of ftones of the Pyramides of Egypt, wherin is 
nought els to fee but the fonde and barbarous odentation of fuperfluous riches : Or of the Mazes cauled Labyrinthi, 
or of honyble great Images cauled Coloffi, of knottes inexplicable, of brafen caudrons of monilrous byggeneffe,' 
of hauens with echo feuen tymes reboundynge, and dyuers fuche other portentous inuentions, the which as they 
do delite vs in confiderynge the manielous arte and witte of fuche artificers as diuifed and made the fame, fo 
are they othenvyfe vnprofitable : And brynge rather a fame to theyr inuentoures, then trewe glo^e. Perillus was 
famous by diuifynge his brafen bulk : yet fo, that it had byn better for hym to hauc byn obfcure and vnknowen. 
They haue therefore deferued more trewe commendation whiche in buyldynge of cities, townes, fortreffes, bridges^ 
cundites, hauens, (hyppes, and fuche other, haue fo ioyned magnificence with profecte, that bothe may remaine 
for an eternal teftimonie of abfolute glory, whofe perfection extendeth to the gratifyinge of vniuerlkl mankind as 
fane as mans mortalitie wyll permit The whiche thinge whyle I confider, and caule to memorie howe Cicero 
defineth trewe glory to bee a fame of many and greate defertes cyther toivarde owre citizens, owre countrey, or 
towarde all man kynde, and the fame to bee of fuch excellencie that the owlde poetes for fume effccte fayned it 
to bee the fweete Ambrofia and Nectar wherwith the goddes are fedde, and that of fuch force tliat who fo may 
drynkc iherof, flial alfo become a god, (that is to iky immortall and happy) mee thynke verely that (yf man maye 
be a god to men as holy fcripture fpeaketh of Moifes and other) the kynges of Spayne of late dayes (if I may 
fpeake it without offence of other) may fo much the more for theyr iuil defertes and good fortune be compared 
to tliofe goddes made of men {whom the antiquitie cauled Heroes and for theyr manyfolde benefites to man 
kynde honoured theym with diuine honoure) as theyr famous factes fo farre excell al other, as I dare not fpeake 
to fuch as haue not yet harde or redde of the feme, leaft the greatneife therof (hulde at the firfl brunte fo mitche 
aOonythe the reader that he myght geue the lefl'e credite to the autoure of this booke, who neuertheleife hath 
moae faythfuUy wrytten this hyRorye of ftiche thynges wherof he hath feene a greate parte him felfe {as being by 
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the mofle catholyke and puiffaunt kynge Ferdinando appoynted a commiflionarie in th[e]affayrcs of India) and 
gathered the refidewe partly by information and partly out of the wrytinges of fuch as haue byn (as Vyrgyll 
wryteth of Eneas, Et quorum pars magna fid) that is, doers and parte of fnch thynges as are conteyned in the 
hyftorie: as Gouemours, Lieuetenauntes, Capitaynes, Admirals, and Pylottes, who by theyr paineful trauayles 
and prowes, haue not onely fubdued thefe landes and feas, but haue alfo with lyke diliger ce commytted th[e]order 
therof to wrytinge : And not this onely, but for the better tryall of the trewth herein, haue and yet doo in manet 
dayly fende from thenfe into Spayne fuch monimientes as are mod certeyne teflimonies of theyr doynge, as yow 
may reade in dyucrs places in this boke. This newe worlde is nowe fo much frequented, the Ocean nowe fo 
well knowen, and the commodities fo greate, that the kynge erected a houfe in the citie of Siuile (cauled the 
houfe of the contractes of India) perteynynge onely to thie]afrayres of the Ocean, to the which al fuch reforte for 
neceffaries as attempte anye vyage to this newe worlde, and lykewyfe at theyr returne make theyr accompte to 
the counfayle for the Indies for the golde and fuche other thynges as they btynge from thenfe. It is therefore 
apparent that the heroical factes of the Spaniardes of thefe days, deferue fo greate prayfe that th[e]atttour of this 
booke {bemge no Spanyaxde) doth woorthely extoUe theyr doynge abotte the femous actes of Hercules and 
Sdturnus and fuch other which for theyr glorious and vertuous enterpryfes were accoumpted as goddes amonge 
ratn And furely if great Alexander and the Romans which haue rather obteyned tlien deferued immortall fame 
amonge men for theyr bhiddye victories onely for theyr owne glory and amphfyinge theyr empire obteyned by 
fla«ghter of innocentes and kepte by violence, haue byn magnified for theyr doinges, howe much more then fhal 
we thynke thefe men woorthy iud commendations which in theyr mercyfull warres ageynfl thefe naked people 
haue fo vfed them felues towarde them in exchaungynge of benefites for victorie, that greater commoditie hath 
therof enfewed to the vanquiffiied then the victourers. They haue taken nothynge from them but fuch as they 
them felues were wel wyllynge to departe with, and accoumpted as fuperfluities, as golde, perles, precious (loncs 
and fuch other: for the which they recompenfed theym with fuche thynges as they muche more eftemed. But 
fum wyll fay, the> poffeiTe and inliabyte theyr regions and vfe theym as bondemen and tributaries, where before 
they «ere free They inhabite theyr regions indeede: Yet fo, that by theyr diligence and better manurynge the 
Cime, they maye nowe better fufleyne both, then one before, Theyr bondage is fuche as is much rather to be 
defired then theyr former libertie which was to the cruell Canibales rather a horrible licencioufnefle then a 
libertie, and to the innocent fo terrible a bondage, that in the myddeft of theyr ferefuU idlenefle, they were eucr 
m daunger to be a pray to thofe manhuntynge woolues. But nowe thanked be God, by the manhodde and 
pollicie of the Spanyardes, this deuelyfihe generation is fo confumed, partely by the flaughter of fuche as coulilc 
by no meanes be brought to ciuilitie, and partly by referuynge fuch as were ouercome in the warres, and con- 
uertynge them to a better mynde, that the prophecie may herein bee fulfylled that the woolfe and the lambe 
fliall feede together, and the wylde fieldes with the vale of Achor, flialbe the folde of the heard of gods people. 
Moifes as the minlfler of the lawe of wrath and bondage geuen in fyer and tempeftes, was commaunded in his warres 
to faue neyther man, woman, nor chylde, and yet brought no commoditie to the nations whom he ouercame and 
poffetfed theyr landes. But the Spaniardes as the myniilers of grace and libertie, browght vnto thefe newe gentyles 
the victorie of Chryfles death wherby they beinge fubdued with the worldely fworde, are nowe made free from tlie 
bondage of Sathans tyrannic, by the myghty poure of this triumphante victourer, whom {as fayth the prophet) god 
hath ordeyned to be a lyght to the gentyles, to open the eyes of the blynde, and to delyuer the bounde owt o£ 
pryfon and captiuitie. What other men do phantafie herein, I can not tell: but fuer I am, that lyke as the ilowe 
and brutyflhe wyttes, for the fclendemeffc of theyr capacitie and effeminate hartes, do neuer or feldomc lyfte vp 
theyr myndes to the contemplation of goddes workes and miieflie of nature but lyke brute bcifles lookynge 
euer downewarde, thynke the worlde to be m maner no byggtr then thejr owne dungelyll s or caries 
lyttle paffyngc whether the Chryflian fayth do fpreade through the worlie or lee dryuen to one earner 
Euen fo al good wyttes and honed natures (I doubte not) wjl not onely reiojce to fee the kjm,elome 
of God to bee fo farre enlarged vppon the face of the earthe to the confifion of the deijH and the 
Turkyfihe Antichryile, but alfo do the vttermofl of theyr poure to further the lame For furel) is 
Gonlalus Ouiedus wryteth to the Emperours niaiedie m his lyilorie of tie Welle Indies thit he thjnketh 
hym no trewe Spanyarde whlche reioyceth not in the good fcrtme ot thejr kjnges bj whofe a\ le \n\ 
godly zeale this myghtie portion of the worlde hath byn added to the fiocke of Chrjlles congregation 
Euen fo do I thinke them no trewe Chryflian men tliat do not rci3>ce with the Vn^, Is of heauen for tl e 
deliuerie of thefe owre brootherne, owre fleflhe and owre bones from the handes of ovire commune entmie the 
oulde fcrpente who Iiath fo longe had them inhjs poffefTion vntjil the fulneffe of the oentylc. be accompljiTln-d 
accordynge to the time prefinite by hym, who ^nto the jeare after his mctmation M CCCC Kxwu hath 
fuffered the greate ferpente of the fea Leuiathan to hiue fuel e dominion in the Ocean and to cade fuch 
mydes in the eyes of men, that fence the creatoi of tic orl le vntjll tie j ire I fore n-imel tl c o 
hath byn no paflage from owr knowen partes of l! c worll to thcfc icic lanlc nhcrcas no e tnt fa m. 
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b pi dayes faylynge from Spayne. Neyther yet had the 

f h j^l Clryftian Empire of Preciofus lohannes, otherwyfe ca.uled 

f m J Chjft nations in Ethiope, vntyll the yeare of Chtyfte. 

h 1 ons of the Portugales, and efpecially in the booke of 

bjflh p f R me, Paule the thyrde of that name, of the fayth and 



h 11 f nee the tyme of the Apoftks. A thynge certes moft 
r hydde hetherto by gods vnfercheable prouidence, I can 

g n T forefathers and predicelTours vntyll the dayes of the 

kyn f Aragon Don Ferdinando grandfather to Th[e]emperours 
h q hyghneffe by his feconde dowghter the moft. vertuous 

lady quceni, Catherine her graces moother . A pnnce doubteleife of fuche nobihtie, prowes, magnificence, 
and all other vertues commendable in a prince, that who fo ftiall indiff'erentely way all his doinges and 
good fucceffe in all his affayres, comparinge the fame to th[e]enterpryfes and doinges atchyued by fuche 
famous princes in wliome the Greekes and Romans haue fo greately gloryed, maye with one eye perceaue 
not onely howe farre his noble factes do furmount theyrs, but alfo wel confyder what noble braunches 
of iflbewe were lyke to fprynge owt of fo woorthy a ftocke. And fuerly if fence the begynning of the 
worlde, the fiuour of god toward men hath byn knowen by fuch benefites and bleflynges as he hath 
geuen to men, it feemeth to me that in maner (onely Chryfte excepted) there neuer lyued man to whom 
god hath geuen greater benefites and ftiewed more fauoure. Great doubtlefle was the fauour and mercie 
that god iTiewed vnto Noe, by whom he laued the remanent of mankynde beinge but fewe in number. 
But much greater was the grace which he (hewed to kynge Ferdinando vnder whom and by whofe raeanes 
he Jaued not onely the bodies but alfo the foules of innumerable millions of men inhabytynge a great 
part of the worlde heretofore vnknowen and drowned in the deluge of erroure. What fhwlde I here 
fpeake of Abraham the father of fayth whofe promyfes were great, and he cauled the frende of god ; Dyd 
he or his poUeritie fee Ifraell increafe to fuch multitudes and nations as kyng Ferdinandos pofteritie may 
fee th[e]increafe of this fpirituall Ilraell vnto whome as a feconde Abraham he was the father of fayth ? 
Moifes was fo great in the fyght of god that he difclofed vnto hym his fecreate name, and miraculoufly 
caufed a comer of the fea to open at his prayer. But howe greater a myracle was it that he opened 
vnto the nauie of Don Ferdinando the greate Ocean thowght before that tyme to bee without ende, 
where neuertheleffe he and his pofteritie the kynges of Spayne bane nowe planted a newe Ifraell muche 
greater then that whiche Moifes ledde throughe the red fea. It were here fuperfluous to fpeake of Dauid 
whom Godde founde a man accordynge to his hartes defyre : and yet maye it be doubted whether his 
plages and fcourges were greater then his benefites? His fonne Salomon for al his inconftant and 
wauerynge wyfedome and his great ryches obteyned by his nauigations to Ophir, yet was there at this 
tyme no knowleage of Antipodes, neyther dydde any of his (hyppes layle abowt the hole worlde, perce 
the Ocean, and trauerfe the Equinoctial line to th[e]infetiour henaifpherie or halfe globe of the earthe and fea 
as dyd the famous ftiyppe Victoria fent furth by Th[e]emperours maieftie. A thyng doubtlefle fo ftrange 
and marueylous that as the lyke was neuer done before, fo is it perhaps neuer lyke to be done ageyne : 
fo farre haue the nauigations of the Spanyardes excelled the vyage of lafon and the Argonautm to the 
region of Colchos, or all that euer were before. And although in the booke of kynges and Paralipomenon it 
bee hyperborically wrytten that in the dayes of Salomon golde and fyluer were in Hieruialem in maner 
as plentiful as ftones, and that his fetuantes brought from Ophir foure hundreth and fiftie talentes of gold, yet 
do we not reade that any of his (hyppes were fo laden with golde that they foonke, as dyd a fliyppe of 
kynge Ferdinandos as yow maye reade in the laft booke of the fyrfte Decade. Neyther was the dominion of 
Salomon extended from the ryuer of Euphrates to the lande of the Philiftians and th[e]extreme confines 
of Egypte to be compared with the large Empire whiche the kynges of Spayne haue in the weft Indies ; 
Nor his ryches of golde to be thought much in refpect of tliat which hath byn browght from thenfe into 
Spayne as ftiall playnely appere to al fuche as wyll feeke to knowe the truth hereof But to let pafle to 
fpeake any further of the myracles which god hath wTOught by the handes of this noble prince in this 
newe world among thefe newe gentyles. Is it not well knowen to all the world what a defence and 
brafen wall he hath byn to all Chryftendome in that he hath quite dryuen out of Spayne the Moores 
or Sarafens and lewes which fo many hundreth yeares pofleffed a greate parte of Spayne to no fmaule 
daungioure of the hole Chriftian Empire, and yet coulde neuer before bee cleane vanquyfllied vntyll 
the dayes of this noble and Catholyke prince fo named for his waires ageynfte the infidelles, whom God 
rayfed for a Capitayne of his people as an other Gedion vnder whofe banner they myght ouercome theyr 
enemies and pourge his vineyarde from fuche wycked weedes. The which thynge doubtelefle may feeme 
fo much the greater and more difficulte, forafinuch as in the myddeft of the chiefe heate of his chargeable 
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warres ageynfle the Moores of Granada, he euen then and at the fame tyme fente furtli (liyppes for tlie 
conqueftyiige of the Indies, as thowgh he and the nation of the Spaiiyardes had byn appoynted by god 
eyther to fubdue the enemies of the fayth or to bringe theym to Chrilles religion. The felfe lame kynge 
Ferdinando alfo abowte the yeare of Chryft. 1503. fente a nauie of fliyppes into Italy, where they vanqiiyflhed, 
chafed, and flewe the Frenchemen, and recouered the kyngedome of Naples with all the dominions belongynge 
thereunto By which noble victory, his fucceflion and poflentie as the[e]mperours nuieftie and nowe his fonne 
the kjnge onre mafter and fout.raigne lorde hme euer fence enioyed th[e]inhentiiinc(; of the fame as of 
antiquitae by lutl and ryght tjtie dewe to them and theyr prediceffouK, And as it is the nature of god 
not only to fhene his loue and fauour to futh as hiue pleafed hyin, but ilfo to poure furth the plentie 
of his grice \ppon thejr fuLLelfion from generation to generation, fo hith he with Ijke felicitie profpered 
the reigne of Th[e]Lraperours maieflie who by his wifdome and prowes hath not onely pollitikly gouerned, 
but alio augmented and inlarged fuch dominions as fcl to h)m by difcente of inhentaunce. What fliuld I 
fpeake of his Harres and conqueiles in India, in Aphrike, m Italic, in Fraunce, in Germanie, and in Flaunders ; 
all the svhich to be declared accordyngely wolde rather require hole lolumes then feive Iheetes of paper. Yet 
hath one in fene woordes efiectually exprefled his dominions and conqueiles m thefe verfes foloivynge, 

Impiger expauit rapidas tmfijlreper vndas 

Octant AUides : continuitque gradum. 
Maximusat Cctfar, PLVS VLTRA tendere airfum 

Aufus, d ignoiis ejl dare iura loch. 
Et domita aurifera nunc viilor gente reuerfus, 

CtBtera fub Jceptro ponat vi ipfefuo. 
Nam pater omnipotens vtfamam terminet ajlrh 
lufsit, el imperiumfineal Occam. 
([ An other alfo breefely hath declared the iame in thefe verfes. 

Confortem Imperij volutt quia luppitsr orbis, 
AJlra Deo cedunl, Carole terra tibi. 
And certes who fo well confidereth the progenie of kynges that in fo (horte a time haue Irnially dcfocnded from 
Don Ferdinando, and howe many kyngedomcs they poffelTe, may fee that God hath fulfylled in hym alfo the 
promifes and bleflynges of Abraham, as to niake hym the father of many nations, and his feede to growe great 
vpon the earth : Alfo that many kynges ihuldc come furth of his loynes, and to make a perpetuall league and 
conuenaunt with hym and his pofleritie to bee theyr god for euer. And here to omytte to fpeake of other : Was 
there euer better hope or more likenes then now, that thefe bleifynges and promyfes of god (hulde continewe in 
this princely progenie, fyth the vertues and felicitie of them a! doo fo (hyne and floriffhe in owr noble and gratious 
prince kynge Phylyppe, to whom euen in his youth his father {occupied in the warres of Italye and Aphrike) 
commytted the hole gouemaunce of the kyngedomes of Spayne and the Indies. Of his behauour in Englande, 
his enemies (which canker, vertue neuer lacked) They I lay (if any fuch yet remaine) haue greatefl. caufe to 
reporte well : ye fo well, that yf his naturall clemencie were not greater then was theyr vnnaturall indignation 
they knowe them felues what myght haue folowed. The properties of fooles and wyfe men are declare<l in 
thefe owld verfes. 

Quid fttdti proprium ? Non poffe el velle nocere. 
Quid fapientii opus : Non velle etpofe nocere. 

That is to fay : ^Vhat is the propertie of a foole ? To wyl to doo hurte and can not. What is the woorke of a 
wyfe man? Not to wyll to hurte though he may. But whether he hath lacked poure or wyll, it is knowen to 
barbers and blere eyde men. Who lamented theyr folly more then he? Who more humbly admytted theyr 
futes and fupplications ? Ye who obteyned theyr pardon but he ? Beynge a Lion he behaued hym felfe as a 
lambe, and lliooke not his enemie hauynge the fwoorde in his liande. Stoope Englande floope, and leame to 
knowe thy lorde and mafler, as horfes and other brute beafles are taught to doo. Be not indocible lyke Tygers 
and dragons, and fuch other monllers noyous to man kynde. God by the mouth of Ifaias the prophet reproucth 
the Ifraehtes that they knewe not fo well thcjT deivtie towarde hym as dyd the bmte bealles the mangiers of 
theyr mailers. The oxe and the affe (fayth he) knoweth the mangier of theyr mailer, but Ilraell knoweth not 
me. For ihame let vs not be woorfe then oxen and affes, and lyke vnto horfes and mules in whom is no vnder- 
flandynge. But O vnthankefull Englande and voyde of honeft (hame ? Who hath geuen the the face of a hoore 
and toonge of a ferpent withowt Ihame to fpeake venemous woordes in fecreates ageynll the annoynted of god. 
O paynted hoore that haft Chryfte in thy mouth and the deuyl in thy harte. Hathe not the pocke of thy 
licentioufnefTe brulle furth in maner to thyne owne deftruction. Howe longe nylt thou nuryiihe in thy boofome 
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that fcrpente whofe natnre is to deuoure her moother? Take a vomyte in tyme kafl, thy difeafe become 
vncurable. What reede I nliearfe vnto the thy manyfolde infirmities and deformities whiche thou arte faulen 
into by thyiie owne owtrag'oufneffe ? If the greefes of them bee to thee vnfenfibie by reafon of thy feebleneffe 
and longe fickenes, take vnto the that glaiife wherin thou glorye!l with the lewe and thynkeft that thou feefl al 
thynges and canll iudge all mylleries : Looke I fay in that pure glaffe and beholde thy owne deformities, which 
thou canlle not or wylte not feele. I feare greatly that if thou looke therein diligently and looke euen throughe 
thy felfe, thou wylte abhotre thy felfe to fee howe many monflers lye hid in the vnder the (liape of man. There 
is euen nowe great talke of the in the mouthes of all men that thou hall of late yeares brought furthe many 
monfters and flraunge byrthes, wherof dyuers men make dyuers interpretacions more monflrous then the 
monders theim felues. But ihall I breefely and fimply declare vnto thee the fignification of thy monflers ? Fyrfl, 
then confyder that they are monflers of mankynde and not of other beafles. Secundarily marke well that in 
them al, the headde is perfect, fo that the monflrofitie groweth owt of the body, although not owt of the hole 
body but certeyne partes therof. But not to go to farre. Confyder ageyne that diforder of the partes is a 
deformitie to the hole. One hath well interpreted that fuch monflrous byrthes fignifie the monflrous and 
deformed myndes of the people myflhapened with phantaflical opinions, diffolute lyuynge, licentious talke, and 
fuch other vicious behauoures which monflroufly defonne the myndes of men in the fyght of god who by fuche 
fignes dooth certifie vs in what fimilitude we appere before hym, and thereby gyueth vs admonition to amende 
before the day of his wrath and vengeance. What deformed beafles are more monflrous then lyinge, rebellion, 
flrife, contention, priuie malice, flaundeiynge, mutterynge, confpiraces, and fuch other deuilyffhe imaginations. 
But O Englande whyle tyme is gyuen thee, circumcife thy harte. Put to onely thy good wyll, and thou mayfle 
fynde grace and fauoure to recouer thyne aunciente bewtie whiche hath fo longe been defaced. Thou hafle 
nowe a kynge and queene that defyre thee to remember thy dewtie, and holde theyr armes abrode to embrafe 
thee yf thou wylt drawe nere vnto them. They are fory to occupie the whyppe yf thou mighted otherwyfe bee 
brought to obedience. But yf thou take pleaflire to perfifl in frowarde floobbemeffe, knowe thou that they are 
Lions whelpes and conquerours of monflers whereof thou hafl had fuche experience, that proudely truflynge in 
thyne owne flrengthe, and attemptynge lyke an other Nemroth to buylde a newe towre of confufion, the 
woorkes of thy giantes were miraculoufly ouerthrowne by a woman who deliuered thee from that captiuitie, 
whereby thou oughtelle to knowe the daungiour thou wafl in, and bee thankefull to thy deliuerer. Beware 
therefore leafle whyle thou contemne the peaceable princes that god hath fent the, thou bee lyke vnto Ifopes 
frogges to whom for theyr vnquietneffe, lupiter fent a hearon to picke them in the hedes, Confider what bene- 
fites thou mayfl receaue at theyr handes if thou doo thy dewtie towarde them. Confyder ageyne that as they 
are able, fo may thy gentelneffe make them wyllynge to recompenfe the fame. Stoppe thyne eares from vayne 
fables as from the inchauntynge Mermaydes. For as manye fpeake of Robbyn Hoode and of his bowe that 
neuer fhot therin, fo doo fooles prate of fuch thynges as they knowe not. But O god ? what phantafies are 
nowe in the heades of men? Howe redy they are to inuent lyes and tales? and of howe fmaul fparkes they 
kyndle great flames ? Summe are fo curious to fynde faute in other, that for lacke of iufl matter woorthy reproche 
in them whom they defyre to depraue, they fpeake euyll of theyr parentes and kynredof whom they knowe as lytt!e. 
And not fo fatiffyed they difpife and with lyinge difprayfe thejT hole nation and countrey. Ye fum take fuch 
pleafure herein, that if they can fynde noughte els to difprayfe, they wyll fynde faute in fuche as they fauour 
not, bycaufe they weare not theyr apparell as they doo, or perhappes are not fo effeminate as they, or eate not 
as they eate, or fight not as they fyght, fo parciall is the iudgement of fooles in theyr owne rudenelTe, thynkyng 
them felues the better for difprayfynge of other. Spayne is a beggerly countrey fayth one : Th[e]emperour is 
but poore fayth an other : He is deade fayth an other : The Indies liaue rebelled layth an other, and eyther 
there commeth no more golde from thenfe, or there is no more founde nowe : with fuche other falfe and licentious 
talke diuifed by vnquiet braines in whofe heades the hammers of fedition feafe not to forge ingens of iniquitie. 
If I fhulde here anfwere to all thefe querels particularly and as the woorthyneffe of the thynge requireth, I 
myght fynde matter fufficient to make a volume of iufle quantitie and perhappes be tedious to fumme. Yet not 
to palfe ouer fo great a matter vntouched, and partely to floppe the mouthes of fuche impudente lyers, I hane 
thought good to fpeake fumwhat hereof. Fyril therfore to fpeake of Spajme, and by the teflimonie of oulde 
autours to declare the commodities therof; Plinie a graue and faythful autour, in the lail boke and lafl chapiture of 
his natural hillory greatly commendynge Italy aboue al other contreys, giueth the fecond prayfe vnto Spaine, 
afwe! for al fuch thynges as in maner the heuen can geue and the earth brynge furth for the commoditie of this 
lyfe as alfo for the excellente wittes of men and Ciuile gouemaunce. Alfo Diodorus Siculus in the fixt booke of 
his Bibliotheca fpeakynge of Spayne (cauled of the Greekes Iberia) writeth that when in the mountaines named 
Pyrinei th[e]inhabitantes bumte vp the wooddes, there ranne owt of the mountaynes as it were dyuers flreames of 
pure fyluer molten by the heate of the fyre. But the eflimation and price of fyluer beinge at thofe dayes to 
tliem vnknowen, the Phenician marchauntes bought the lame of them for thynges of fmauie value : Ai;d caryinge 
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it into Grecia, Afia, and other countreys, got great rycheffe therby. For the defyre of gayiies (tiyth he) fo greatly 
moued the marchauntes, that when more fyluer retnayned then myght lade theyr fliyppes, they tooke the leadc 
fromo theyr ankers, and put fyluer in the place therof. The Phenices by thefe gaynes beinge made very r>-che, 
dyd affigne many colonies both in Sicilie and the Ilandes there abowt, and alfo in Libya, Sardinia, and Iberia. 
But after many yeares when the Iberians (that is the Spaniardes) knewe the price of fyluer, and applyed them 
felues to the feekynge of metals and founde great plentie of fyluer, they obteyned greate ryches thetby forafmuch 
as in maner al that earth of the mountaynes is fo replenyfihed with fyluer that it is a marueylous thynge to con- 
fyder the nature of the region and the continual laboure of the woorkemen in thofe mynes. Lykewyfe when 
afterwarde the Romans fubdued the Iberians, the Italians which for the defyre of gaynes fearched tliofe metals, 
gofte great rycheffe by the fame. For they deputed to that laboure a multitude of bowghte feruauntes, whiche 
fearchynge the vaynes of metals in dyuers places, and percyng the earth dyuers wayes for the fpace of many 
furlonges, browght furthe great plentie of golde and fyluer. liut the rycheffe of thefe mynes was fyrft fotmde at 
fuch tyme as the Carthaginenfes (the enemies of the Romane Empire) had the Iberians in fubiection : which 
was the caufe that theyr poure afterwarde increafed. For, with monye hyringe the beft and molle experte 
fouldiers, they kepte greuous warres ageynd theyr enemies. And not vfynge the ayde eyther of theyr owne 
fouldiers or theyr affociates, they were a tcrrour to the Romanes, Sicilians, and Libyans, whom they browght 
into great daungiour by reafon they paffed them al in abundaunce of golde and fyluer. With better fortune 
therefore, and greater hope of gayne are ryche metals fought in Sjrayne, the goodneffe of whofe foyle yeldetli 
cloddes of earth conteynynge much golde and fyluer. And thefe be the very wordes of ]3iodorus Siculus, which 
the later wryters doo alfo confirme. For lulius Solinus in his Polyhiflor, compareth Spayne to the beil contreys 
in plentie of grayne, vyttayles, oyle, fyluer, golde, and Iron. Likewyfe Strabo, Statins, and Claudius, do no teffe 
commende it It were to longe here to fpeake of the greate plentie of fine woolles lyttle inferiour vnto owrs: 
alfo abundaunce of fugar, vines, pomegranates, limondes, and orangies in fuch plentie that they fuffice not only 
Spayoe, but alfo in maner all Europe ; whereas the apples and crabbes of Englande are fcarfely able to ferae it felfe. 
And althowghe here fumme wyll obiecte, that they lacke come, woodde, and certeyne other thynges, yet are theyr 
commodities fo greate otherwyfe, that al fuch thynges are browght them owt of other countreys for theyr wares : 
and that in fuch plentie, that they are there better chepe then euer they were in Englande fence the figne of the 
(leeple the poore mans Inne was pulled downe in all places. Summe for lacke of other matter, fynde greate 
faute that in trauaylynge in Spayne, men fhalbe ferued with halfe a henne, and go to the cookes for theyr meate 
and to the taueme for theyr drynke. And what then I praye yow? What inconuenience enfeweth hereof? Is it 
not better fo to doo then to pay thryfe for one thinge as is the maner to doo in fumme of owre Innes and in 
tauemes where all that eate roUe meate are beaten with the fpitte, as where they that of late in Barthelmewe 
fayre payde fortie penfe for a pygge, where the good man of the houfe was not a fliamed to make his vaunte that 
he had made foure fliyllynges of a pygge, and had in one day taken foure pounde for pygges. But if I fluild 
here particularly and at large declare howe Englande is in fewe yeares decayed and impoueryflhcd, and howe 
on the contrary parte Spayne is inryched, I fliulde perhappes difpleafe more in defcrybyng the myferie of tlie 
one, then pleafe other in expreffynge the floryflhynge ilate of the other, which by all reafon is lyke dayly to 
increaie, afwell for the great rycheffe that are yearely browght thyther from the Indies, as alfo for the ryche fyluer 
mynes that are founde of late in Spayne in the countrey of Alluria as I was credably informed by the woorthy 
and lemed gentelman Auguflinus de Ceratta, Contador (that is) the auditour of the kynges myntes who had 
longe before byn funieyoture of the golde mynes of Peru, and browght from thenfe and from Rio de Plata, xiii. 
thoufand pounde weyght of fyhier which was coyned to the kinges vfe in the towre of London nhere neuer fo 
much hath byn feene at once as fuche as haue byn owlde officers in the mynte doo affirme. What (hukle I 
heare fpeake of the golde which th[e]emperours maieflie receaueth frome all the Indies, whereas oncly in the two 
meltynge ihoppes of the gold mines of the Ilande of HifpanioH is molten yearely three hundreth thoufande 
pounde weyght of. viiL vnces to the pound, wherof the fyfte pirteis dewe \nto hym, whiche amounteth to three 
fcore thoufande weyght yearely. Yet doo I not here fpeake of the golde mines of the other Ilandes and the 
finne lande reachynge. viii. thoulande myles from the north to the fouth Neyther of the ryche Ilandes of the 
fouth fea cauled Mare del Sur, where the kynge of one lyttle Ihnde named Tacarequi, Margaritea, or de las 
Perlas, lying in the goulfe of Saynt Michael, payeth yearely for his tribute a hundreth pounde weight of perles: 
Neyther yet of the fyfte parte of otlier thynges, as precious ftones brafile golilampine cotton, fpices, and dyuers 
other thynges, wheras alfo the ryche Ilandes cauled the Miluchas perteyne to the inheritaunce of Caftile, 
althowgh the kynge of Portugale enioy them for certeyne yeares by compofltion. But the Indies haue rebelled 
(fay they) and there commeth no more golde from thenfe. But what il fumme of them haue rebelled ? dooth it 
therby folowe that there commeth no more gold from the other that lyue vnder obedience ? But if thou wylte lay 
that they haue al rebelled at once, thou muft proue that thou fayeft. eyther by hyftorie or wytneffe of fuch as 
know the truth herof, as I (bailing made diluent fearche for the fame) am able to proue the contrarie, and that 
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fuche talke is pnely imagined by bufie headdes. Ageyne: what if they haue rebelled in fumme prouinces? 
dooth it folowe that they maye not ageyne be brox^ht vnder fubiection as were oftentymes the prouinces of the 
Romanes and as were in owre dayes dyuers countreys of Englande whiche haue byn fore afflicted with that 
plage. But whether the fandes of the ryuers and the mountaynes of the Indies bee fo emptied with golde that 
no more can be founde there, I thinke it here fuperfluous to anfwere to this obiection, forafmuch as it is here- 
after confuted in the booke of metals where yow ihall fynde by experience that metals growe and increafe, and 
that after certeyne yeares. fuche owlde canes of the mynes as haue byn dygged, are ageyne replenyflhed with vre : 
Alfo that the fprynges of fuche mountaynes turnynge theyr courfe and breakynge furth in other places, brynge 
with them greate plentie of fuch golden fande as is fouiide in the ryuers into the which they faule. What 
impudencie is it therfore with woordes of reproche to caule hym poore whofe poure is fo greate, his treafure fo 
infinite, and his doinges fo chargeable, that I beleeue that when fo euer it pleafe almyghtie God to caule hym 
frome this lyfe to the greate domage of all Chryflendome, it (halbe harde to fynde an other that Ihall in all poyntes 
bee fo well able to fupplye that roome and maynteyne th[e]imperiall dignitie. Let al honell natures therfore leame 
to fpeake well of princes accordynge to the fentence De Principibus nil nifi bonum, forafmuch as they are the 
miniders of god who hath theyr hartes in his hande and nileth the fame as feemeth befle vnto hym. For there 
is no poure neyther good nor badde, but of god; and he that refylleth or fpeaketh euyll of the poure, refillelh 
and fpeaketh euyll of god. Thou (halt not fpeake euyll of the prince or ruler of thy people laith faint Paule. 

But wheras nowe by the poure of Neptunus {1 wot nere with what wynde) I haue byn dryuen thus farre 
from my nauigations, I haue thought good to tume my fayles and to folowe the ordinarie courfe which I beganne, 
and by th[e]exemple of this woorthy capitayne kynge Ferdinando, encourage al other to theyr poure to attempte 
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hi. wjflTied him kite to lee ac urftd ot ^o ! fur theyr ftkes He went from Damafcus to Arp.bie, prc.ichcd 
the gofpell m Orecia came pnfrncr to Rome was fcouigtd ani iloned, and fuffered thryfe Ihypwracke, 
what then thmke >ow lie wold do if he were now aliut.? Is it to be thought that he wolde not aduenture. 
XXV dayes fajljngi. to come to fuch a mirte of foules m fuch reiineife to bee eafely obteyned ? I beleiie 
merely that neyther di,ath nor the deu>ll nor Lemathan nor the woride, fhulde let hym but that he wolde goue 
th[e]onfet ageynft them all in hope of victorie bj h\m L> whom he fijth he can doo all thynges. He wis not 
negligent m his office nor ignorant of his re i irde but trufted to the promeffe of him thit fi> de b) the 
mouth of the prcphet Ifii Of them that (halbe faued I ivjl fei 1e fum to the gentiles m the fea mto 
\phnke and Libn Italic ind Crecii, ■ind into the Ilandes i f ire ot to them that haue not liarde of me 
anl h^ue not ieene m) glone The like zcak that Paule had ini proceadin^e ol the fame fpiriti. hath 
euet fence Chrjflcs tjme moued not only the \poflles but alfo many other tomous and godlj men (as 
fupcruifours of h s tetlamente) to fende owte prearhtrs mto diners partes ot the worlie to Ihe ic ti rth the 
gladde tjdjnge of the gofpell P> this zeale did Gref,5r)c b>flloppc of Rome and fjrfl.e of that nami. 
when he f'we Enk,lj(lhe meis chjldren m Rome and afked whit nation they were when anfuere was 
mide h>m in the later tounge that the\ were Angli (that is Engl>flhe men) he fa}d (alludyng to the 
limihtide of the word?) that thej migl t wel be cauled A.ngch thit is Angels Meanynf, therbj that 
hke as god had done his part in f,eu)nj, them bodies of natural bewtic and ctmeljnefle fo it appcrteyned 
Xy his oftict. bemge the cheeft padoure of toddes fiocke to froujde that theyr foules mit,ht le made 
woorthv to mhabite fuch bodies and the hole nation ccnfecritLd iito god by baptifme For he fajde 
furthermore It is meete that into thefe alfD the gofpel! ot life 1 ee preached \nd hereuppon immt hatl> 
fent preachers into Englande whereby the hcle niton was m fhorte t}me ctnuerted to ChriAes faith 
although fum hid receaued the gofpell long lefcre euen from Chryftes tjme by the preaLh)ng of loteph 
of Anm thii who afked the body of Chryde of P lote and bur}ed it renerently I wolde to god that 
there were now many mo fuch Greg ncs in the woride And that there mi£,ht lyke zeale and gentelnefTe 
bee founde in is tnglyflhe men towanie other nations as we 1 aue founde in other towirde is Owre 
prediceffo ires were not itterlye inmyidefuU of thefe benefites lut apj-Iyed them felues likewife to fpreade 
the gofpell in other nations For \adianns in his bjoke Di. tribm terra partibus, wryteth, ll h n 

feuen hundrethe jearcs after the death of ChT)(le one \ nefnde an Englyflhe man and bylfliojip f M n 
(uowe ciuled Menfe) was the fyrlle that tawght the fi)th of Chrjfte amoiige tlie Germaynes f 1 j 
as tie Frankes and Almaynes had paffed ouer the rjuers of Rhene and Danubius, and by p > 1 

garryfons of the Re nans to flight had poffeffed a great parte of theyr moll notable prouinc F 1 

that thefe rude and barbarous nations then accullomed onely to warre and robberie did 1 dl In 
that holfome dortr ne at the be^innin, ^et bj the [ollicie and wifedonie of the Frankes, can f 
pafTc that in maner through owt all (_ emianie greate mcreafe of the Chriflian religion folow d h ft 

ample iictores as the Ijke fucceffe is alfj feene m thefe birbarous nations fubdued by th 
^^ hereby it is apparent thit although fum holde opinion that none owght to bee compelled 
yet we fee \\ experience that wathowt dil]utinge of < j inions (lefte the pacientes ihulde d> 
ph Ttians agree of the remed e) thefe entrepnfts hiue taken gcod effect to the great glory of g d 
men into hym bi dyuers tieanes and at dyuers ages of the declinynge woride, otherwyfe n 
the t)me of Chr)(le and his k\ j''les when the poire ol mrades was giuen vnto men t 
nene fajtn which had jet freuaiied i o where in the woride Albeit, I beleue verely, that if 
the matter m hande accorljnglv god w,,lde not forget to ajde is with miracles if it fliuld fo be requifite, 
as yowe may reade in this booke ho it he wTOught niiraelcs by the fayth of a fimple mariner euen in 
th[e]mfancie of fa}the -indfuerlje l)ke is there is no caufe why we fhulde anye thynge double of goddes 
goodneile m this behalfe it the 'aut be not in owre febes Euen fo, if we wolde fyrfte fette owre handes 
to the plowe we o ght to hope thit he wolde giue encreafe and woorke with vs as he hath doone with 
other b) whofe profpcrous fueecfle we ma} ] lamely lee that it was his wyll that fuche thsmges fliulde 
go forwarde For euen Ifraell to whom promefle was made by fignes and miracles that they fhulde poffeffe the 
lande to th[e]inhenta mce wherof the lea opened it felfe to giue them free paflage, yet were they commaunded by 
the poure of the fwoorde to make way with greate loffe and flaughtcr of men and by force of armes to obteyne 
the lai de promyfed to theyr fithers whiehe neuerthelefle fewe of them poffeffed that iirll fought for the lame, 
but lefte thejr carkefes in the wilderneffe. Is it not alfo wntten of the luwes which repayred the walks 
cf the citie of Hierufalem after thejr captiuitie in Babilon that Nehemias theyr capitaine fet the people in 
order with fwoordes fpeares and bowes to defende the woorkemen? And that alfo euen the Princes of luda 
wrought vppon the wailes «nd caned burdens' l)kewjfe thit thei wTought with one hande and held theyr 
fwoordes ni the other? ^nd it it were lawtul for Ifriell arnrdynge to the flefthe, to vfe all meancs and 
polUcies to luilde \\ the iialles ot eirlhlj Hicrutilem hme mutl e more then ought the fpirituall Ifrachtcs to 
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vfe all polTible ineanes to buylde vp the walles and temples of fpirituall Hienifalem, ivhofe fuudation is Chri/le, 
wytlynge all the nations of the worlde to be buylded vppon the fame. It is the propertie of a wyfe buylder to 
vfe fuch tooles as the woorke requireth. And not at all tymes or in all woorkes to vfe one toole. For that 
that fenieth in fofie tymber, wyll not feme in knottie pieces, nor yet for (lones. Th[e]expert phifitian vfeth 
vehement remedies for defperate difeafes: And cunninge fnrgians vfe bumynge and cuttynge if the cafe fo 
require, as in cuttynge of the fynger to laue the hande, or in cuttyng of the hand to faue the hole body. Ye it 
hath fumtymes fo chaunfed that wheras men haue entended hurt, there hath good proceaded therof in fine: As 
he that wolde haue flaine Prometheus, wounded his wenne with his fwoorde, whereby he was healed of that 
difeafe. So is god able to tume euyll into good, and to make thynges that are not, as thynges that are. Eiien 
fo although fumme wjll obiecte that the defyre of golde was the chiefe caufe that moued the Spanyardes and 
Portugales to fcarche the newe founde landes, trewly albeit we Ihulde admitte it to bee the chiefe caufe, yet dooth 
it not folowe that it was the only caufe, forafmuch as nothyng letteth but that a man may bee a warrier or a 
marchaunte, and alfo a Chriflian. Therefore what fo euer owre chiefe intente bee, eyther to obteyne worldely 
fame or rychefle, (althoughe the zeaie to encreafe Chriflian religion ought chiefly to mone vs) 1 wolde to god we 
wolde fyrll attempte the matter: And then 1 double not but that it wolde fo comme to palTe with vs as it dyd 
with them who of longe time after the beginning of the worlde before menne were accuflomed to eate fleflhe, 
thought it firil fufticient fo to vfe them felues amonge beafles that they were not hmte of them: but (hortly after, 
vfed them for theyr commoditie: Then begunne to weare theyr (kinnes: And in fine, fell to eatynge of theyr 
flefihe, and to vfe certeine partes of them for remedies ageinll difeafes, Euen fo may thefe barbarians by the 
only conueriation with the Chriftians, {although they were enforced therto) be brought to fuch familiaritie with 
ciuilitie and vertue, that not onely we maye take greate commoditie thereby, but they may alfo herewith imbibe 
trewe religion as a thing accidental although neyther they nor we ihulde fceke the fame. For lyke as they that 
goo much in the foonne, are coloured therewith although they go not for that purpofe. So may the conueriation 
of the Chriflians with the gentyles induce theyra to owre religion, where there is no greater caufe of contrarye 
to refyile as is in the luwes and Turkes who are alredy drowned in theyr confirmed erroure. But thefe Ample 
gentiles lyuinge only after the lawe of nature, may well bee lykened to a fmoothe and bare table vnpainted, or 
a white paper vnwritten, vpon the which yow may at the fyrfl paynte or wryte what yow lyfle, as yow can not 
vppon tables ahedy paynted, vnlefle yow rafe or blot owt the fyrfte formes. They may alfo th[e]efiyer bee allured to 
the Chriftian fayth, for that it is more agreable to the lawe of nature then eyther the cerimonious lawe of Moifes, 
or portentous fables of Mahometes Alcharon. If we were therfore as defyrous to enlai^e the fayth of Chryfte 
as to feeke worldly gooddes why do we deferre to aduenture that wherin we may doo bothe. We mufte not 
nowe iooke for a newe Paule or doctoure of the gentiles to bee conuerted by heauenly reuelations: Or for a 
newe Moifes to leade men through the fea : Or for an Angel to caiy men in the ayer from one place to an other 
as Habacucke the prophete was caryed by the heare of his heade from ludea to Babilon : Or as Phylippe 
th[e]appoftle was caryed by the fpirite from Gaza to Azotus: but mufte (as fayth the prophete Ifaias) euery man 
exhorte his neyghboure, and bid his broother be of good chere: That the mafon and carpenter may buylde 
togylher, and fay to the glewe or cemente, it is good and fatle byndynge. What negligence and flackeneife hath 
hytherto byn in Chrillian men in this kynde of buyld)Tige of goddes lyuely temple, the greate clerke Erafmus 
hath declared in his booke intiteled Eccleffiailes, whofe woordes for the woorthyneffe of the autoure, I haue here 
thowght good to rehearfe as they are wrytten by hym in the laten tounge in the fyrlle booke of the layde woorke. 
He wryteth therfore as foloweth. 



The cgnucrsioa til 



Atidimus qmiidianas queremonias deplorantium collapfam Chrijlianam reUgionem, eamqtte dittonem gua quondam 
compkxa eft vniuerfum terrarum. orbetn, in has anguftias effe cmtraSlam. Hoc igttur quibus ex animodolet, eos decet 
ardmtibus afsiduifque votis fiagUare a Ckrijlo vt operartos digndur miltere in meffemfuam, aut (vl melius dicam) 
feminatores mittere in fegetem fuam. Dettm immortalent, quantum in orbe patet agrorum in quibus aut non dum 
ia^um eft femen Euangelicum, aut if a ioBum eft, vt plus fit zizaniarum quam triltd. Orbis minima pars eft 
Europa: Omnium florenlifsima pars eft Gr(zcia et Afta minor in quam magna fucceffu primum a ludxa demigrauit 
Euangelium. At hctc fere tola, nonne tendur a M&humdanis d ijs qui ChriJH nomen habent inuifumi lam in 
Afta maiore qua lalifsime paid, quid obfeero noftrum efti quum ipfa Paleftina vnde prima effluxit lux Muangelica, 
feruiai Allopkylis? In Aphrica vero quid noflrum efti Nee dubitandum eft quin in tanta vaftilaie regionum fint 
populirudes dfimpliees qui facile poffent ad Chriftum alid, ft miiterentur qui facerent bonamfementem. Quid quod 
quotidie regiones haflenus incognita reperiuntur, ferunturque fupereffe quo nullus adhuc noftralium peruenit. Omttto 
nunc inftnitam Itidisorum vim nobis admixlam : amitto plurimos qui titulo Chrifti tegunt Ethnicos: omitto tantas 
fchifmeUicorum d hardicorum phalanges. Quantus in his effd prouentus Chrifto, ft gnaut ac fideles mitterentur 
operarij qui iacianl femen bonum, qui reuellani zizaniam, qui plantent plantulas bonas, malas exterpenf, qui extruant 
doinum Dei, demoiiantur ftruiluras non innitentes petra Chrifto, denique qui metant maturapi fegdem, fed Chrifto 
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me iant nonfihi, el animas Domtiio coUigant, non opes fibi. Niipsr Aethiopia: rex quem vitlgiis appellat Prejleiatt, 
per oratoremfuumfubmifU fe fedi Romanm, mn nihil erpojlulans cum pontifice quod ea gens qiium a fide Chriftt 
non fit a/iena, tarn diu fuerit a todus orbis paftore n^leila. Quidam viriboni, et propaganda reUgionis fiudiofi, 
querunlur IHlapios ScylhiiS feptetitrionalis populum niirefimpUccm ac ntdetn, a nefdo quibus prindpibus Chriftianis 
teneri dUione,fed ita duro premi iuga Immano, vt eis non impofiatur fuaue iugum Chrijli, atque ita fpoliari bonis 
externis, vt tion dilattur opiiiis euangelicis. Fukherrimum, Deoque graiifsimum erat darepotius quam accipere ijs 
qmsjludemus Chrifto luerifacere, acfic eos in ditionem noflram recipa-e vt gmideant fe fubie£los effe principibus fub 
quorum imperio commodius degant quam ante d^ebant. Nouimus cicurare bejiiasferas et horribHes, vel ad volup- 
tatem, vel ad vfum vulgarem: et non nouimus manfuefacere fwmines vt feruiant Chrifto 1 Monarch^ alunt qui 
doceant elephantos ad faltandum, qui dometU leones ad lufum, qui dometit lynccs et leopardos ad venaiunt: et 
monarcha ecclefia non inuenit quo homines aUtciat ad amabile Chrifti feruicium i Scio vix vUam repa-iri beluam 
domitu d^dliorem quam eft ludmus obftcnatus, et obduratus hm-clieus : quanquam nullum eft animal tarn immile 
quod nott cicuretur bateficentia etfuauUate. £ reperlis rhombus euehitur aurum et gemmm : Sed triumpho dig/iiiis 
erat illuc inuehere Chrftianam fapientiam auro preciofiorcm, ac margaritum euangelicum quod omnibus diuenditis 
bents comparatur. Dominus iubetfuis rogare dominum mefsis vt extrudat operarios quod mefsis eft'et ampla, operarij 
pauci. Non minus opus eft nunc rogare dcum vt in tarn late patetites agros ejiciat operarios, Sed excufant omnes, 
alius aliud. Atqui Christiana ditto tot hahd myriadas Frandfcanorum in quibus probabile eft quamplurimos 
effe qui va-e fiagrani igni feraphieo : nee paudores funt myriades Dominicanorum, et in his coiifentanenm eft 
permultos effe Ckerubid fpirttus. Ex his cohortUius eligantur viri, mundo vere mortui, Chrifto viui, qui fyncere 
apud barbaras gmtes doceant verhum Dei. Excufatur linguee tmperitia. Atqui prindpes ob humanas legationes 
inueniunt qui varias linguas perdifcant : Et Themiftocles Athenienfes vno anno fie dididt fermonem Afiatimm 
vt abfque interprde cum r^e loqui poffd: An idem non ftudebimus in tam fublimi negodo9 Inter barbaras 
d ignotas nationes Apostoli invenerwit vi^i/m et ami^mn : et Deus pollidtus eft nihil defuturum qncijrmti- 
bus regtmm Dei. Nee miracula quidem dcfutura funt ft res pofhild, nwdo ad fit fyncera fides cum feraphka 
charitate, ^c. 

Furthermore Damiamis a Goes, wrytetli in his booke De deploratione Lappiante gcntis, that he was tlie 
fyrft that moued Erafmus to fpeake fumwbat hereof: And that he (Erafmus I meane) was determined to 
write a iufl volume of this matter yf he had not byn preuented by death. Albeit (fayth Damiamis) in 
his booke entiteled Ecclefiaflcs, he dyd not keepe filence of fo ivicked an vngodlyneffe, whiche furely is 
fuche, that it may in maner make all ChriHian men (and efpeciallye fuch vnto whom god hath gyucn 
poure and knowleage) giltie of fo heyghnous a crime, that he may take vengeance of them in the day of 
iudgement before the iu(le iudge Chryfl. Nowe therfore (fayth he) let the Chriflian Monarches take heede 
what accourapte they (hall make before the tribunal of Chryfle at the lafte daye, when neyther fauoure, 
nor pardon, or flatterie can take place to bee any excufe for the loffe of fo manye foules. And thcfe be 
the very woordes of the woorfhipful and lerned man Damianus a Goes, wrytten to the byflhoppe of Rome 
Paule the thyrde of that name, whom he further ciiargeth to looke diligently hereunto, as a thynge mode 
chiefely perteynynge to the office of Chriftian prelates. Mee thynke verely that the iheepe of Europe 
(hulde by this tyme be fo well fedde, that they fliulde by good reafon be fo (Ironge and mightie in Chrifles 
religion (excepte they be infected with the dyfeafe which the phificians caule Cachexia, beiiige an euyl 
difpofition of the body whereby the more they are fed the worfe they iyke) that many fheppartles myght 
well bee fpared to bee fent to other (heepe which ought to be of the fame foulde. For this purpofe the 
doctoure of diuinitie when he commenfeth, hath his fcapular cad ouer his headde in token that lie hathe 
forlaken the worlde for Chrifles fake : And his bootes on his legges in token that he (liall eucr bee in a 
redineffe to go fonvarde in preachynge the gofpell, as I doubte not there bee many in Englande wolde 
gladly doo euen amonge thefe newe gentyles if they were therto mainteyned by the ayde of the fecular 
pou»e as in this cafe it Ihalbe requifite for the furniture of neceflaries hereunto apperteynynge, I mufl 
nowc therfore appele vnto yow, yow riche men and rulers of the worlde, to whom god hath giuen gooddes 
as thynges neyther good nor badde of them felues, but onely as they are vfed wel or euil. If yowe vfe 
them well, they are the gyftes of god wherwith yow may doo many thynges acceptable both to god and meti. 
And if yow vfe them otherwyfe, yowe poffeffe not them, but they polTeffe yow, and theyr canker and rude 
(as iaythe the Apodle) flialbe a tedimonie ageinft yow in the day of the great audit. Thinke not therfore 
that this thynge perteyneth not vnto yowe, if yowe perteyne vnto Chrirte and looke to haiie any parte 
with hym. Confyder with yowre felues if it were onely to get worldely ryches, howe redye and greedy 
yowe wolde bee to venture a greate deale to get a thyrde part, wlthowt cadynge of any perell by lande or 
by fea, as die wyttie poet Horafe hath in fewe wordcs defcrybcd the marchauiites defyre and aduenturc 
to obteyiie rychcffe. 
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Jmpiger extremos curril mercaicr ad Indos, 
Fer mare pauperiem fagiens, per faxa, per ipus. 

The which yerfes are thus much to fay in effecCe. 

Tlie marchaunt in hope great e rycheffe to fynde, 
By fyer and by water paffeth to Inde, 
By the bumte line or Equinoctiall, 
To flye from pouertie and hafarde all. 

As the poet hath in thefe verfes, by the marchaunt declared tlie defyre Aat couetous men haue to 
obteyne llippery riches, tiie lyke affection to obteyne worldly fame and honour, maye we fee in valiant 
and noble capitaynes in the warres where they contende to put them felues forwarde to the mofle daungcrous 
aduenture as to haue the forewarde of the battayle : a token furely of much nobilitie and manly corage. 
But oh immortall god ? Is it not to bee lamented that men can be fo valient, ilowte, and in maner defperate in 
tUeyr owne priuate mutters, perteynyng onely to theyr bodies, and yet fo coulde, negligent, and fearefull 
in goddes caufe and thynges touchynge the health of theyr foules ? If there were neyther deuyll nor lawe 
to accufe men before god in this cafe, (hall not theyr owne confciences bee a lawe of condemnation ageynfte 
theyni in that they Jiaue not (hewed that loue to mankynde, which the very lawe of nature moueth brute 
beades to (hewe one to an other in theyr generations? But what hope is there (excepte god wolde in 
manor by myracle conuerte the hartes of fuch men) what hope is there I fay, that they wyll depart with 
any of theyr gooddes, muche lefle aduenture theyr bodies, to the furtheraunce of Chrides religion in thefe 
regions beinge fo iarre from them, wheras many (hewe lyttle loue, charitie, or liberalhie (if not rather crueltie, 
tyrannie, and opprelTion) to theyr poore neighbours and brootheme dwelling euen at home at theyr owne 
elbowes. But as this couetoufneffe is to bee reproued, fo is the liberaUtie of fuch to be commended as haue 
byn at greate coalte and chaiges in fettynge tbrwaide fuche viages : wherein not onely the marchauntes 
of London, but alfo diuers noble men and gentelmen afwell of the counfayle as other, which bothe with 
theyr money and furtheraunce othenvyfe haue fumyflhed and fent furth certeyne fiiyppes for the difcoaerynge 
of fuche landes and regions as were heretofore vnknowen, haue herein deferued immortall fame, for as 
much as in fuch attemptes and daungerous vyages, they haue ihewed no fmaule liberalitie vppon vncerteyne 
hope of gayne : wherein they haue defemed fo much the greater prayfe as theyr intent feemed to bee rather 
to further honeil enterprifes then for refpecte of vantage. And here certeynely in the mention of thefe 
viages I myght feerae vngratefull if I fhulde omitte to giue dewe commendations to the two chiefe capitaynes 
of the fame as the woorthy knyght fyr Hugh Wylloby and the excellent pilotte Rycharde Chaunceler who 
haue therein aduentured theyr lyues for the commoditie of theyr countrey : Men doubtleffe woorthye for theyr 
noble attemptes to bee made knightes of the Ocean or otherwyfe preferred if euer god fende them home 
ageyne altl^ough they fayle of theyr purpofe. For as fuche haue obteyned abfolute glory that haue browght 
great thynges to palfe, fo haue they deferued immortall fame which haue only attempted the fame : forafmuch 
as fortune (who fumtymes (auoureth the \-nworthyeil) is not in the poure of man. Xerfes obteyned glorie 
in makynge a bridge ouer tlie fea Hellefpontus ioynynge Europe to Afia, and Darius ouer Bofphoms when 
he paCfed witli his armye towarde the Scythians. No lelTe fame and commendation (although not lyke 
glory) deferued Demetrius, Celar, Calligula, and Seleucus Nicanor, whiche attempted to cutte in fundre 
certeyne places cauled Iflhmi, (beinge narrowe portions of lande fo diuidynge twoo feas, that there is no 
paffage from the one to the other) and yet neuer finifihed that they tooke in hande, beinge hyndered 
eyther by deathe, warres, or other chaunces. The auncient Romans and Greekes gaue fuch glorye vnto 
them that had eyther well defemed of the common welthe, or otherwyfe attempted fuch great enterprifes 
as might bee profitable for mankynde, that after theyr death they caufed Images of golde, fyluer, braffe, 
luery, and marble to bee made to theyr lykene(re, and the fame to be placed in theyr folemne hauics, 
palaices, or temples, with certeyne verfes made to the commendation of them whom the Images reprefcnted. 
And this no leiTe to prouoke and encorage other forwarde natures to th[e]emulation of their vertues, then 
alfo to geue them the due honoure of theyr iufl defertes. And furely if euer fence the begynnynge of the 
worlde any enterpryfe haue deferued greate prayfe as a thynge atchyiied by men of heroicall vertue, 
doubtlelfe there was neuer any more woorthy commendation and admiration then is that whiche owre 
nation haue attempted by the north feas to difcouer the mightie and riche empire of Cathay, by which 
vyage not only golde, fyluer, precious flones, and fpices, may be browght hether by a lafer and fliorter 
way, but alfo much greater matters may hereof enfewe in tyme if it ihal! pleafe God to gyue vnto Chrillian 
men fuch p:iffage into thofe regions, whereby fuch familiaritie may further growe betwene the Chriftian princes 



Wylloby ai 
dauncefct 



Hosted by Google 



6o 



The Preface to the Reader. 



of Europe and the greate emperoure of Cathay, that (as ivryteth Haytho De focietaie Chrijlianorum et 
Tartaroi-iini\ there can nothynge be imagined more effectuall for the confufion of tlie Turke if the great 
Cham of Cathay and the Sophie of Perfia on the one fyde, and tlie Chriflian Princes on the other fyde, 
fliulde with one confcnt inuade iiis dominions, as dyd Tamburlanes Th[e]emperoure of the Tartars who abowle 
the yeare of Chrifle, M, CCC, Ixsxxviii. toke prifoner Baiafetes Ottonianus Tli[e]Gmperoure of the Turkes and 
flewe. XX. tlioufande of his men in one battayle befyde many other great victories, as yowe may farther 
reade in this booke in the hyllorie of Paulus louLus. And to haue fayde thus muche in maner of a preface it 
may fuffice. 
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[This eloqiienb Dedication first appeared in the Second and enlarged Edition of the Decades, (he printing of which was finished at 
Alcala. on gth November 1516. Nearly the whole of the following First Decas (p^. 65-105) had, however, been previoUBly 
printed in 1511, and was for the most part airiUM even earlier than that year.] 

i[ To THE MOSTE NOBLE PrINCE AND CaTHOLIKE KYNGE, ChARLES, 

Peter Martyr of Angleria wysheth 
perpetuall felicitie. 




He diuine prouidence, frome the tyme that he fyrfte 
reated the worlde, hathe referued vnto this day the 
:nowleage of the great and large Ocean fea : In the 
■ ifhich tyme he hath opened the fame, chiefely vnto 
.-owe {mofle mightie Prince) by the good fortune 
;nd happie fucceffe of yowr grandfather by yowr 
mothers fyde. The fame prouidence (I knowe not 
I ly what deftenle) hath brought me owt of my natiue 
ountrey of Miiane, and owt of the citie of Rome 
where I continued almoft. x. yeares) into Spaine, 
;hat I myght particular! ye collecte, thefe marueylous 
^nd newe thynges, which fhoulde otherwyfe pcr- 
happes haue line drowned in the whirlepoole of 
obiiuion : forasmuch as the Spanyardes (men 
woorthy [of] greate commendation) had onely care to the generall inuentions of thefe 
thynges. Notwithftandinge, I doo not chalcnge vnto me only, the thankes of the trauaile 
beftowed herein, wheras the chiefe rewarde therof is due to Afcanius vicounte Cardinal, 
who perceauynge that I was wyllyng to departe owt of the citie to be prefent at the warres 
of Granatum, dififuaded me from my purpofe. But feing that I was fully refolued to 
departe, exhorted and required me to wryte vnto hym fuch newes as were famous in Spayne 
and woorthy to be noted. I tooke therfore my iorney into Spaine chiefely for the defyre I 
had to fee th[e]expedition whiche was prepared ageynft the enemies of the fayth : 
forafmuche as in Italye, by reafon of the dilTention among the Princes, I coulde fynde 
nothynge wherewith I myght feede my wytte, beinge a younge man defyrous of knowleage 
and experience of thynges. I was therefore prefente at the warres : from whenfe I writte 
to Cardinal Afcanius, and by fundry epiftels certifyed hym of fuch thynges as I thought 
mofte woorthye to be put in memorie. But when I perceaued that his fortune was turned 
from a natural moother to a fteppedame, I ceafed from wrytynge. Yet after I fawe, that 
by th[e]ouerthrowe of the enemies of owre faythe, Spayne was pourged of the Moores as 
of an euyll weede plucked vp by the rootes, Leafte I fhulde beftowe my flippery yeares 
in vnprofitable Idleneffe I was mynded to returne to Italie. But the fmguler benignitie 
of bothe the Catholyke Kynge and queene nowe departed, and theyr large promifes 
lowarde me vppon my returne from my legacie of Babilon, deteyned me frome my 
purpofe. Yet dooth it not repent me that I drewe backe my foote : Afwel for that I 
fee in no other place of the worlde at this time the lyke woorthy thinges to bee done ; 
As alfo that in maner throwgh owt all Italy, by reafon of the difcorde of the Chriftian 
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Princes, I perceaued all thynges to riinne headelongc into mine, the countreys to be 
deftroyed and made fatte with human bkidde : The cities facked, virgines and matroncs 
with theyr gooddes and poffeflions caried away as captiues and miferable innocentes 
without offence to be flayne vnarmed within theyr owne houfes. Of the which 
calamities, I dyd not onely heare the lamentable owtcryes, but dyd alfo feele the fame. 
For cuen the bludde of mine owne kinffolkes and frendes, was not free from that criieltie. 
As I was therfore mufynge with my felfe of thefe thynges, the Cardinal of Arragonie, 
after that he had feene the two fyrfte bookes of my Decades wrytten to Afcanius, 
required me in the name of kynge Frederike his vncle, to put foorth the other eyght 
epiftell bookes, In the meane tyme alfo, while I was voyde of all care as touchynge the 
matters of the Ocean, the Apoftolicall meffengers of the byffhoppe of Rome Leo the 
tenth, (by whofe holfome counfayle and autoritle we trufte the calamities of Italy flialbe 
fynyfflied) rayfed me as it were fromc fleape, and encoraged me to proceade as I had 
begunne. To his holyneffe I writte two Decades compryfed in fhort bokes after the 
maner of epiftels, and added them to the fyril, which was printed withowt myne aduife, 
as fhall further appeare by the preface folowynge. 

But nowe I returne to yow (mofl noble Prince) from whom I haue fumwhat 

digreffed. Therfore wheras yowr graundefathcrs by your moothers fyde, haue fubdued 

all Spayne vnder yowr dominion except onely one corner of the fame, and haue alfo lefte 

yowe the kyngedome of Naples with the frutefull llaiidcs of owr feas, it is fuerly a greate 

thynge and woorthy to be noted in owre cronacles. But not otfendynge the reuerence due 

to owre prediceffors, what fo euer frome the begynnynge of the worlde hath byn doone 

or wrytten to this day, to my iudgement feemeth but little, if wee confyder what newe 

landes and countreys, what newe feas, what fundry nations and tounges, wliat golde 

mynes, what treafuries of perles they haue lefte vnto yowre hyghneffe, befyde other 

reuenues. The whiche, what they are and howe greate, thefe three Decades fhall declare. 

Come therfore mode noble Prince elected of God, and enioy that hyghe eftate of 

thynges not yet vnderftode to men. We offer vnto yowe the Equinoctiall line hetherto 

vnknowcn and burnte by the furious heate of the foonne and vnhabitable after the opinion 

of the owlde wrytcrs a fewe excepted : But nowe founde to bee moft repleiiiffhed with 

people, faire, frutefull, and mofte fortunate, with athowfande Ilandcs crowned with golde 

and bewtifull pedes, befyde that greate portion of earth fuppofed to bee parte of the firme 

lande, excedynge in quantitic three Europes. Come therfore and embrafe this newe worlde, 

and fuffer vs no longer to confume in defyre of yowr prefence. From henfe, 

from henfe I faye (moft noble younge Prince) fhall inftrumentcs 

be prepared for yow, whereby al the worlde Ihalbe 

vnder yowr obeyfaunce. 

And thus I byd yowr maieftie farewell : To whofe taftc if I dial 

perceaue the fruites of this my tyllage to be delectable, I wyll 

hereafter doc my endeuoure that yowe maye receaue the 

fame more abundauntly. From Madrid. The 

day before the Caleiides of October, 

I n the yeare of Chryfte. 

M. D. X V I. 
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C THE FIRSTE BOOKE OF THE DECADES 

OF THE OCEAN, WRITTEN BY PETER MARTYR OF 

Angleria, Milenoes, counfiler to the kyng of Spayne and 

Protonotarie Apoftolicall, To Afcanms 

SMorcia, vicount Cardinall. etc. 




REVERENDE \ND thanckefuU antiqmte was accuaomed 
eftLme tlofe men as goddes by thofe mduflne and mig 
mmitii, fuche Lanks anl Regionh were dfcouered is were 
knowen to theyr jredicefloures But vnto v5 hauynge onU> 
e gOd whom i e honour in tnpl citie of perfon thi? relleth 
at albeit we do lot woorih \ thit kind of iieo with diume 
noure jet do \e reuereice them and woorthely maniell 
thejr noHe ictes and enterpnfes Vnto k) nges and pnnces 
g}ue due obejfaunce by fthofe gouemiuce and f rthcr 
nee they hauL bin i}ded to perfurme theyr attemptes We 
mmende bothe anl for theyr lufl defertes wortl e!y extoll 
eii Whcrfore as concerijng the Ilandes of the weft Ocean 
ely dilco ered and of the auctours of the fame (whiche 
jnge you dtfyre by juur Ictttrs to kno \c) I wyll beg>nne at 
e fyril auctoure therof lefte I be miunous to any man Take 
I therfore as foloweth. 

<[ Chrijlophorus Colonus (other wife called Columbus) A gen- 
tilman of luly, borne in the crJie of Genua, perfwaded Fernando and Elyzabeth, catholike prynces, that he 
doubted not to fynde certayne Ilandes of India, nere vnto owre Occean fea, if they wolde fumyfihe hym with 
Ihyppes and other thynges apperteynynge. Affyrminge that therby not onely the Chriflian religion myght be 
enlarged, but Spayne alfo enryched by the great plentie of golde, pearles, precious flones, and fpices, whiche 
might be founde there. At the lengthe three (hyppes were appoynted hym at the kinges charges: of the which 
one was a great caracte with deckes: and the other twoo were light marchaunte ihyppes without deckes, whiche 
the Spaniardes call Carauelas. Thus he departed from the coiles of Spaine about the calendes of September, 
in theyereofChrill 1493. and fet forward on his viage, being accompanied with. CC.kx. [two hundred and twenty] 
Spanyardes. The fortunate Ilandes (as manye thinke them to be, whiche the Spaniardes call Canaria, found but 
of late dayes) are diHaunte from the Ilandes of Gades, a thoufande and twoo hundreth myles, accordyng to theyr 
accompte : for they fay they are dilUnt three hundreth leaques : wheras fuch as are expert fea men, affynne that 
euery leaque conteyneth foure myles, after theyr fupputations. Thefe Ilandes were called fortunate, for the tem- 
perate ayre whiche is in them. For neythcr the coldeneffe of wynter is iharpe vnto them, nor the heate of fommer 
intoUerable. Yet fome men are of opinion, that thofe were in olde tyme called the fortunate Ilandes, whiche 
the Portugales call Capo Verde. Colonus therfore fayled fyrfle to the Ilandes of Canariee, to the intente there 
to refrelhe his (hyppes with freihe water and fuell, before he committed him felfe to thys fo laborious a vyage. 
And bycaufe I haue here made mention of the Ilandes of Canaria: It fhall not be muche from my purpofe to 
declare howe of vnknowen they became knowen, and of (aluage and wilde, better manured. For by the longe 
courfe of manye yeres, they were forgotten, and remayned as vnknowen. 

Thefe feuen Ilandes (therfore) called the Canaries, were founde by chaunce by a frenche man, called 
Betanchor, by the permiflion of queene Katharine, protectrixe of kyng John her fon, while he was yet in his 
nonage, about the yere of Chrifte. M.CCCC.V. 'Wa's Betanchor inuaded twoo of thefe Ilandes called Zawf.?- 
iotus and Fortifuentura, whiche he inhabited and brought to better culture. He beinge deade, his fon and 
heire folde bothe the fayde Ilandes to certayne Spaniardes. 

After this, Fernandus Peraria and his wyfe, inuaded Ferrea and Gomera. The other three were fubdued 
in our tyme. Grancanaria, by Petrus de Vera, citezen of the noble citie oiXe)-icium, and Michaell oi Moxica. 
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Falma and Temrifen, by Alphonfus Lugo, at the kynges charges. Gomera and Ferrea were earely fubdued : But the 
matter wente harde with Aiphonfus Lugo. For that naked andivylde nation, fyghtinge oncly with ilones and clubbes, 
drone his annie to flighte at the fyrfle affaulte, and flewe about foure hundreth of his men. But at the length he 
ouercame them. And thus all the Ilandes of Canaria were added to the dominion of Spayne. From thefe 
Ilandes Coloitus directynge his viage towarde the weile, folowinge the fallinge of the fonne, but declining foraij'hat 
towarde the left hande, fayled on forwarde. xxxiiL dayes continually, hauynge onely the fruition of the heauen 
and the water. Then the Spanyardes whiche were accompanied with hym, beganne fyrlle to murmure fecretely 
among them felues: and fiiortly after with wordes of reproche fpake euyll of Cohnus theyr gouernoure, and con- 
fulted with them felues, eyther to rydde hym out of the waye, orelles to cafl. hym into the fea : Ragyng that they 
were deceyued of a (Iraunger, an outlandiihe man, a Ligurian, a Genues, and brought into fuche daungerous places, 
that they myght neuer returne ageyne. And after, xxx. days were pafte, they furioufely cryed out againlle him, and 
thteatned him that he fiiulde paffe no further. But he euer with ientyll wordes and large promyfes, appeafed 
theyr furie, and prolonged day after day, fome tyme defyring them to beare with hym yet a whyle, and fome 
time putting them in remembrance that if they ihulde attempte any thinge agaynft him, or other wife difobey 
hym, it wolde be reputed for treafon. Thus after a fewe dayes, with cherefull hartes they efpied the lande longe 
looked for. In this iyrft nauigation, he difcouered, vi. Ilandes, wherof twoo were exceding great i Of whiche, 
the one he called Llifpaniola, and the other Johanna. But at that tyme he knewe not periectely that Johanna 
(other wyfe called Cuba,) was an Ilande. As they coafled alonge by the fliore of certayne of thefe Ilandes, they 
harde nyghtingales fynge in the thycke woodes in die month of Nouember. They found alfo great riuers 
of frefhe water, and naturall hauens, of capacitie to harhorowe greate nauies cf ihippes, Saylinge by the coaftes 
of Johanna, from the noTthe poynte to the wefl, he rode lyttell leffe then eyght hundreth miles (for they call it a 
hundreth and foure fcore leaques) fuppofyng that it had byn the continent or fyrme land, bicaufe he coulde 
nother fynd the landes ende, nor any token of the ende, as farre as he coulde iudge with his eye ; wherfore 
he determined to returne hacke agayne, beyng therto partly enforced by the roughneffe of the fea For the fea 
banckes of the Ilande oi Jo/iamia, by fondrye wyndinges and turnynges, bende them felues fo muche towarde 
the Northc, that the northnorthealle wynde roughely toffed the fhyppes by reafon of the wynter. Tumynge 
therfore the ilemmes of his lliyppes towarde the Eaile, he affyrmed that he had founde the Ilande of Ophir, 
whyther Salomons Ihyppes fayled for golde. But the defcription of the Cofmographers well confidered, it 
feemeth that bothe thefe, and the other Ilandes adioynyng, are the Ilandes of Antilia. This Ilande he called 
Hifpaniola : on whofe northe fyde as he approched nere to the lande, the keele or bottome of the bi^ede 
veffeli ranne vpon a blynde rocke couered with water, and clone in funder. But the plajTieneffe of the 
rocke was a helpe to them that they were not drowned. Makynge hade therfore with the other two Ihips 
to helpe them, tJiey brought awaye al the men without hurte. Here comming fyril a land, they fawe certayne 
men of the Ilande : who perceauynge an vnknowen nation comminge towarde them, flocked together and ranne 
al into the thycke wooddes, as it hadde byn hares courced with grehoundes. Owre men purfuing them, tooke 
onely one woman, whom they brought to the fhyppes : where fyllinge her with meate and wyne, and 
apparelinge her, they let her departe to her company. Shortly after a greate multitude of them came runnynge 
to the fhore to hcholde this newe nation, whom they thought to liaue difcended from heauen. They cafl them 
felues by heapes into the fea, and came fwiraminge to the fhyppes, bryngyng golde with them, which they 
chaunged with owre men for erthen pottes, drinking glaffes, poyntes, pynnes, hawkes belies, lokinge glaffes, 
and fuche other trifles. Thus growing to further familiaritie, owre men were honorably enterteyned of the 
kynge of that parte of the Ilande, whofe name was Guaaanariltus : for it hath many kynges, as when 
Eneas arriued in Italy, he founde Jjitium diuided into many kyngedomes and prouinces, as JMtium, Mezeutium, 
Ttirnunt, and Tarchoniem, which were feperated with narow boundes, as (hall more largely appere hereafter. 
At the euen tyde about the faulyng of the fonne, when owre men went to praier, and kneled on their 
knees after the manor of the Chriflians, they dyd the lyke alfo. And after what maner fo euer tliey fawe them 
praye to the croffe, they folowed them in all poyntes as well as they coulde. They Ihewed much humanitie 
towardes owre men : and helped them with theyr lighters or fmall boates (whiche they call Camas) to vnJade 
theyr broken (hyppe : And that with fuche celeritie and cherefulneffe, that no frende for frende, or kynfeman for 
kynfeman, in fuche cafe moued w''-'- pitie, coulde do more. Theyr boates are made only of one tree, 
made holow with a certain fliarpe ilone (for they haue no yron.} And are very longe and narowe. Many aflirme 
that they haue fene fome of them with fortie ores. The wylde and myfcheuous people called Canibales or 
Caribes, whiche were accuflomed to eate mannes fiefflie (and called of the olde writers. Anthropophagi) molefl them 
CKcedyngly, inuadynge theyr countrey, takynge them captiue, kyllyng and eatyng them. As owre men fayled 
to the Ilandes of thefe meke and humayne people, they lefte the Ilandes of the Canibales, in maner in 
the middeil of theyr viage towarde the fouth. They complayned that theyr Ilandes were no leffe vexed with 
the incuriions of thefe manhuntyng Canibales when they go forth a rouynge to feeke theyr praye : then are 
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other tame lieailes, of Lyons and Tigers. Such chyldren as they take, they geld to make them fat as we 
doo cocke chikyns and younge hogges, and eate them when they are wet fedde : of fuche as they eate, they fyrfl 
eate the intralles and extreme partes, as handes, feete, armes, necke, and heade. The other iriofle ilefihy partes, 
they pouder for fiore, as we do peflelles of porke and gammondes of baton. Yet do they abfleyne from 
eatynge of women and counte it vyle. Therfore fiiche younge women as they take, they keepe for increace, as 
we doo hennes to leye egges. The olde women, they make theyr drudges. They of the Ilandes (which 
we may nowe caul owres) bothe the men and the women when they perceaue the Canibaks coming, haue none 
other Ihyfte but onely to flie: for althoughe they vfe very (harpe arrowes made of reedes, yet are they of fmal! 
force to reprelTe the furie of the Canibales: for euen they them felues confeffe, that tenne of the Canibals 
are able to ouercome a hundreth of them if they encountre with them. Theyr meate is a certeyne roote which 
they cal ^^«; muche lyke a nauew roote in fourme and greatneife: but of fweete taile, mache lyke a 
greene cheflnutte. They haue alfo an other kynde of rootes, whiche they call lucca, wherof they make 
breade in lyke raaner. They vfe Ages more often roiled or fodden, then to make breade therof But 
they neuer eate lueca, excepte it be firile fliced and preffed, {for it is ful of lycoure) and then baked or 
fodden. But this is to be marueled at, that the iuyce of this roote is a poyfon as (Irong as Aconitum, fo 
that if it be dronke it caufeth prefent death, and yet the breade made of the maffe thtrof, is of good tafte 
and holfome, as all they haue proued. They make alfo an other kynde of breade of a certayne pulfe, called 
Panicum, muche lyke vnto wheate, wherof is great plentie in the dukedome of Mylane, Spayne, and Granatum. 
But that of this countrey is longer by a fpanne, fomewhat fiiarpe towarde the ende, and as bygge as a mannes 
arme in the brawne: The graynes wherof are fette in a mamelous order, and are in foujine fomwhat 
lyke a peafe. While they be foure and vnripe, they are white; but when they are ripe they be very blacke. 
When they are broken, they be whyter then fnowe. This kynde of grayne, they call Maizium. Golde is 
of fome cilimation among them: for fome of them hange certain fmall pieces therof at theyr eares and 
nofethrilles. A lyttell beyonde this place, our men wente a lande for freflhe water, where they chaunced vpon 
a Ryuer whofe fande was myxed with muche golde. They founde there no kindes of foure foted beailes excepte 
three kyndes of lyttell conyes. Thefe Ilandes alfo nourilhe ferpentes: but fuch as are without hurt. Lykcwife 
wylde geefe, turtle doues, and duckes, much greater then ours, and as whyte as fwannes, with heades of puqjle 
coloure. Alfo Popiniaies, of the whiche fome are greene, fome yelowe, and fome lyke them of India, 
with yelowe rynges about theyr neckes, as Plinie defcribeth them. Of thefe they broughte fortic witlT 
them, of mode liuely and delectable coloures, hauyng theyr fethers entermengled with greene, yelowe, 
and purple, whiche varietie, deliteth the fenfe not a litle. Thus muche thought I good to fpeake of Popingiaies, 
(ryghte noble Prynce) fpeciaOy to this intente, that albeit the opinion of Chriftophorus Colonus (who affirmeth 
thefe Ilandes to be parte oi India) dothe not in all poj-ntcs ^ree with the 'udgement of luncient i^Tjters 
^ touchjnge the bignefle of the Sjhere and compiiTe of the Globe as concemyn^e the niuigable portion 
of the lame bejnt,c vnder \s )et the Popmgiiies and man) other thynges brougl t from thence doo 
dechre that thele Ilandes fauoure fomwhat ol Irdia ejther beyn^e nere ^nto it or elles of the lame nature 
forafmuche as Vndotle alfo ibont the ende of his booke Dt Cmh et Mundo and hkeftife Stnect with diuerfe ■ 
other a tho rs not if,norant m Cofmography do aftirme that India is no longe tracte by fea diflante 
from S]ayne by the weile Ocean for the fojie of thefe Ilandes bryngeth forthe Maftix Aloes and fundrye 
othtr fvecte gummes and fp)ces as doth India Cotton alfo of the goflampme tree as in Iniii m the 
countrey of the pcopk called Seres. 

^[ The languiges of ill the n^tlons of thefe Ilandes maye well be written with our Latine letters For 
the) cal heaien Ti7ei \. houfe Boa Golde Caum A go)d man Taino Nothing Miyam All other 
worics of thejT language they pronounce as playnely as we doo the Latine tongue In thefe Ilandes they 
founde no trees knowen vnto them, but pyne app[l]e trees, and date trees: And thofe of mamelous heyght and 
exceding harde, by reafon of the greate moyftneffe and fatneffe of the grounde, with continuall and temperate 
heate of the fonne, whiche endureth fo all the hole yere. They playnely affyrme the Ilande at Hifpa7iiola to 
be the mod fmiteful lande that the heauen compaifeth aboute, as fhall more largely appere hereafter in the 
particular defcription of the fame, whiche we intende to fette foorthe when we fhall be better inllructed. 

Thus makynge a leage of frendlhyppe with the kynge, and leauyT''p,.with hym. xxxviii. men to fearche the 
Ilande, he departed to Spayne takynge with hym. x. of the inhabitaun"tes to lerne the Spaniflie tongue, to the 
intent to vfe them afterwarde for interpretours, Colonus therfore at his retume, was honorably receaued of the 
kyng and queene: who caufed him to fytte in theyr prefence, whiche is a token of great loue and honoure 
amonge the Spaniardes. He was alfo made Admirall of the Ocean : and his brother goue[r]noure of the Iland. 

Towarde the fecond viage, he was fumiftied with. x[v]ii ihippes: wherof three were great caractes of a 
thonfand tunne: xii. were of that forte, whiche the Spaniardes call Carauelas: without deckes: and twoo other 
of the fame forte fomewhat bygger, and more apte to beare deckes, by reafon of the gretnefle of theyr maftes. 
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He had alfo a tlioufand and two hundretli armed footemen well appoynted: Amonge whiclie were many 
artificerSj as finythes, carpenters, myners, and fuche other; Certayne horfemen alfo, wel armed: Likewife 
mares, (hiepe, heyghfers, and fuch other of bothe kinde» for incrafe. Lykewife all kynde of pulfe or grayne 
and come, as wheate, barlye, rye, heanes and peafe, and fuche other, as well for food as to fowe: Befyde 
vynes, plantes and feedes, of fuche trees, fniites, and herbes, as thofe countreyes lacke. And (not to be for- 
gotten) fundry kindes of artillery and iron tooles, as bowes, airowes, croffebowes, bylles, hargabufes, brodt 
fwoordes, large targettes, pikes, mattockes, Ihoouelles, hammers, nayles, fawes, axes, and fuche other. Thus 
beyTige fumifhed accordyngely, they fet forwarde from the Ilandes of Gades, (nowe called Cah^ the, vii. day 
before the calendes of October, in the yeve of Chride, 1493. and arriued at the Ilandes of Canarie, at the 
calendes of October. Of thefe Ilandes, the laile is'called Ferrca, in whiche there is no other water that maye 
be drunke, but onely that is gathered of the dewe whiche continually dillilleth from one onely tree growynge 
on the higheil backe of the llande, and^falleth into a rounde trenche made with mannes hande. We were 
infourmed of thefe thynges within fewe dayes after his departure. What (hal fuccede, we wyl cettifie yowe 
hereafter. Thus fare ye well, from the courte, at the Ides of N^oueraber. 14^1. 

([ The seconde booke of the fyrste Decade 
to Afcanius Phorcia, vicounte Cardinally etc. 




Owe repete {ryghte honorable Prynce) that yowe are defirous to knowe what newes we haue in 

Spayne from the newe worlde : and that thofe thynges haue greatly delyted you which I wrote 

vnto yoftte highneffe of the fyrfle nauigation. Yowe Ihal now therefore receaue what hath fuc- 

ceded. Mdhyvtna Camfi, is a famous towne in high Spayne in the refpecte frome yowe, and is 

in that parte of Spayne whiche is called Cajldla Vdus : beynge diftante from Gojies about. xL 

myles. Here the courte remayned, when aboute the. ix. of the kalendes of Aprell in this yere 

of nynetie and foure, there were poiles fente to the kynge and queene, certifyinge them that 

there were. xii. ihippes come from the newe Ilandes and airyued at Gades. But the gouernoure of the ihyppes 

fente worde to the kynge and quene that he had none other matter to certifie them of by the pofi.es, but onely 

that the Admiral with iiue (hippes and. iiii. fcore and tenne men remayned (lyll in Hifpaniola, to fearche the fecretes 

of the Ilande. And that as touching other matters, he hym felfe wolde (hortly make relation in theyr prefence, by 

worde of mouthe. Therfore the daye before the nones of Aprel, he came to the courte him felfe. What I learned 

of him and other faythefull and credible men whiche came with hym from the Admirall, I wyl reh erf e vnto yowe 

in fuch order as they declared the lame to me when I demaunded them. Take it therfore as foloweth. The 

thyrde daye of the Ides of October, departynge from Ferrea, the laile of the Ilandes of Canaria, and from the 

codes of Spayne with a nauie of. xvii. fhippes, they fayled. xxi. dayes before they came to any Ilande : inclyning 

of purpofe more towarde the lefte hand then at the fyrfl: viage, folowyng the northnortheafl wynde; and arriued 

ibiidsofihe I- fyrfl. at the Ilandes of the Canibaks, or Caribes of which, onely the fame was knowen to our men. Amonge 

thefe, they chaunfed fyrfte vpon one, fo befet with trees, that they coulde not fe fo muche as an elle fpace 

le Hand of J. of bate earthe or flooy grounde. This they called Dominica, bicaufe they found it on the funday. They taried 

here no tyme, bycaufe they iawe it to be deferte. In the fpace of thefe. xxi dayes, they thynke that they fayled 

viii. hundreth and. xx. leaques, the Northenortheaft wynde was fo full with them, and fo freflhely folowed the 

fleme of theyr ihyppes. After they hadde fayled a lyttell further, they efpied dyuerfe Ilandes replenyfftied 

with fundrye kyndes of trees, from the whiche came fragrant fauouts of fpyces and fweete gummes. Here they 

fawe neyther man nor beafle, except certayne litartes of huge bigneffe, as they reported whiche went alande to 

viewe the countrey This Hand they cauled Galana, or Galanta. From the cape or poynt of this Iland, 

efpying a mountay e a fane of, they Ikyled thyther. Aboute. xxx. myles from this mountayne, they fawe a 

ryuer difce d ng vh che f emed to be a token of fome great apd large fludde. This is the fyrfte lande whiche 

they founde nhab ted from the Ilandes of Canaria, and is an Ilande of the Canibaks, as they lerned by the 

interpretours h 1 e tl ey tooke with them from Hifpaniola into Spayne at theyr fyrfte viage. Serchynge the 

Ilande, they founde nu erable villages of. xx. houfes or. xxx. at the moofte, fette rounde abowte in order. 

The buUding of makynge the ftreete m coompaffe lyke a niarkette place. And forafmuch as I haue made mention of theyr 

houfes, it ftial not be greately from my purpofe to defcribe in what maner they are buylded. They are made 

rounde lyke belles or rounde pauylions. Theyr frame is rayfed of excedynge hyghe trees, fette clofe together 

and fall rampaircd in the grounde, fo ftandyng a flope and bending inward that the toppes of the trees ioyne 
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together and beare one agaynfte an other, haupge alfo within the houfe, certayne ftronge and fiiorte props or 
poftes whiche fufleyne the trees from fallynge. They couer them with the leaues of date trees and other trees 
fljongly compact and hardened, wherewith they make them clofe from wynde and wether. At the iTiort pedes 
or proppes within the houfe, they tie ropes of the cotton of goffampine trees, or other ropes made of certayne 
long and toughe rotes much lyke vnto the fiirubbe called Spartum, wherof in olde tyme they vfed to make 
bondes for vynes and cabuis and ropes for ihyppes. Thefe they tye ouerthwarte the houfe from pofle to pofle. 
On thefe they ley as it were certayne mattreifes made of the cotton of the goffampine trees, whiche growe 
plentifully in thefe Ilandes. This cotton the Spaniardes call Algodort, and the Italians Bombafine. And thus 
they fleepe in hangynge beddes At the enteraunce of one of theyr houfes they fiwe two Images of woodde 



iyke vnto ferpentes, which h y h 
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vnto cures. They foun 1 If 
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n faflened to a pofte and yet bledmge. They haue m fome vilkges, one great 
haule or pallaice, aboute the whiche theyr common houfes are placed. To this they refort, as often as they 
come together to playe. When they perceaued the commynge of our men, they fledde, in theyr houfes they 
founde alfo about, xxx. chyldren and women captiues which were referued to be eaten, but our men tooke them 
awaye to vfe them for interpretoures. Searchyng more diligently th[e]ynner partes of the Ilande, they founde. 
vii. other ryuers, bygger then this whiche we fpake of before, mnnyng throughe the Ilande, with fruitefuU and, 
pleafante banckes, delectable to beholde. This Ilande, they called Guadalupea, for the fimilitude that it hath 
to the mounte Guadalupus in Spayne, where the Image of the virgin MARIE is religioufly honored- But the 
mhab tauntes caul it Caruaieria, or Queraquiera. It is the chiefe habitation of the Canibales. ITiey brought , 
f m tl is II nd. vii. Popingayes, bygger then phefantes, muche differynge from other in coloure ; hauynge theyr 
I ke b fl , and bealies of purple coloure, and theyr wynges of other variable coloures. In a! thefe Ilandes 
no 1 ff pi ntie of popingiayes then with vs of fparrowes or ftarlinges. As we brynge vp capons and hennes 
to f n k make them fatte, fo do they thefe bigger kyndes of popyngaies for the fame purpofe. After that ' 
they hadde thus fearched the Ilande and diyuen thefe Canibales to flyghte, (whiche ranne awaye at theyr fyrft 
approche as fone as they had efpied them) they cauled theyr company together. And as foone as they had 
broken the Canibals boates or lyghters {whiche they call Canoas) they lowfed theyr ankers the daye before the 
Ides of Nouember, and departed from Guadalupea. Colonus the admirall, for the defyre he hadde to fe his 
companions, whiche at his fyrft vyage he lefte the yere before in Hifpaniola to fearche the countrey, lette paffe 
many Ilandes bothe on his righte hande and lefte hande, and fayled directly thyther. By the waye, there 
appeared from the Northe. A great Ilande which the captiues that were taken in Hifpaniola, cauled Madanino, 
or Matinim: Aflirmynge it to be inhabited only with women: To whom the Canibales haue accelTe at certen 
tymes of the yeare, as in owlde tyme the Thradans had to the Amazones in the Ilande of L^os. The men 
children, they fende to theyr fathers. But the women theye kepe with them felues. They haue greate and 
flronge caues or dennes in the ground, to the which they flye for tafegarde if any men reforte vnto them at any 
other tyme then is appoynted. And there defende them felues with bowes and arrowes, agenfl the violence of 
fuche as attempte to enuade them. They coulde not at this tyme pp h t th s Ilande, by reafon of the 
Northenottheaft wynde which blewe foo vehemently from the iam 1 as tl > owe folowed the Eallefouth- 
eafle. After they departed frome Madanino, and fayled by the fpa f xl yl they palTed not farre frome 
an other Ilande which the captyues fayde to bee verye peopulous, d pi nyih d with all thynges neceffarie 
for the life of man. This they cauled Mous Serraius, bycaufe t f 1 f lountaynes. The captyues"" 

further declared that the Canibales, are wonte at fome tyme to g f th yr owne coafles aboue a . 

thoufande myle to hunte for men. The daye folowynge, they fawe an other Ilande the whiche, bycaufe it was 
rownde, they cauled Sancla Maria Rotunda. The nexte daye, theye founde an other, which they cauled S. 
Martini. Which they lette paffe alfo bycaufe they had no leafure to tarye. I.ykewyfe the thirde daye they 
efpyed an other, whofe Diametral iyA.^ extendynge frome the Eafte to the weile, they iudged to bee a hundreth 
and fyftie myle. Theye affirme all thefe Ilandes to be mamelous fayre and frutefuil. This lafle, they cauled 
Sanda Maria Antiqua. Saylyng yet forwarde, and leauynge many other Ilandes, after they had fayled aboute fortie 
myle, they chaunced vpon an other muche bygger then any of the refte, which th[e]inhabitan[t]s caule Ay Ay, but 
they named it Injtila cruds. Heare they call anker to fetche freflhe water. The Admiral alfo commaunded. 
XXX. men to go a lande out of his owne fhyp, and to fearch the Ilande Here they founde fowre dogges on the . 
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(hore. The Inhabitants are Canibales, and maruelous experte in (hutinge, as weU women as men; And vfe to 
infecte theyr arrowes with poyfon; when they had taryed there two dayes, they fawe a farre of, a Ca/wa, in the 
whiche were eight men and as inanye women hauynge with them bowes and arrowes. They fearlly affayied 
owre men withoute all feare, and horte fum of them with theyr venemous arrowes. Amonge thefe tliere was a 
certen woman to whome the other gaue reuerence and obeyde as though fhe were theyr queene. Her fonne 
ivayted vppon her, beinge a younge man, llrongly made, of terrible and frownynge countenaunce and a lyons 
face. Owre men lealle they iliolde take the more hurte by beinge wounded a farre of, thowght it belle to ioyne 
with them. Therfore with all fpede fettinge forewarde with their ores the brigantine in whiche they were fette 
alande, they ouertumed their Cama with a great violence, which beinge ouerwhelmed, they notwithllondinge, 
as well the women as the men fwymminge, caile theyr dartes at owre men, thicke and threefowlde. At the 
lengthe, gatherynge them felues together vpon a rocte couered with the water, they fowght manfully vntyll they 
were ouercome and taken, one being flayne, and the queenes fonne fore wounded. When they were browght 
into the Admirals fliippe, they dyd no more put of their fiernes and cniell countenances, then do the Lyons of 
Libia when theye perceaue them felues to be bownde in chaynes. There is no man able to behowlde them, 
but he ftiall feele his bowelles grate with a certen horroure, nature hath endewed them with foo terrible 
menacynge, and cruell afpecte. This coniecture I make of my felfe and other which often tymes wente with me 
to fee them at Methyinna Campi. But nowe to returne to the viage. Proceadinge thus further and further, 
more then fine hundrethe myles, iirfte towardes the Wellefoutheivelle, then towarde the Southwefl, and at the 
lengthe towarde the Wefte northe wefle, they entered into a mayne large fea hauinge in it innumerable 
Ilandes, maruelouflye differinge one frome an other, for fum of them were verye frutefuU and full of herbes and 
trees. Other fum, very drye, barren, and rowgh mth high rockye raountaynes of ftone, wherof fum were 
of bright blewe or afurine coloure, and other glyfleringe white ; wherfore they fuppofed them by good reafon to 
bee the mynes of metalles and precious flones. But the rowghnes of the fea, and multitude of Ilandes 
ilandinge fo thicke togytJier, hmdered them foo, that they cowlde caile no anker leafte the bigger veffelles 
(hulde runne vppon the rockes. Therefore they deferred the fearchinge of thefe Ilandes vntyl an other tyme 
They were fo manye and iloode fo thicke, that they coulde not number them. Yet the fmauler veffelles which 
drewe no greate depthe, entered emonge them and numbered fortie and fyxe Ilandes. But the bigger veffelles, 
kepte aloofe in the mayne fea for feare of the rockes. They caule the fea where this multitude of Ilandes are 
fituate, ArchipeJagus. Frome this tracts proceadinge forrewarde, in the mydde waye there lyeth an Hand which 
th[e]inhabitanlcs caule Burkhena, or Buchma. But they named it Injula S. lohannis. Dyuers of theym 
whomc we had delyuered frome the Canibales, layde that they were borne in this Ilande: aSirminge it to be 
very peopulous and frutefuU, hauinge alfo manye fayre wooddes and hauens. There is deadly hatred and 
continual battayle betwene them and the Canibaks. They haue no boates to palTe from their owne coafl.es to 
the Canibaks. But if it bee their chaunce to ouercome them, when they make incurfion into theyr countreye 
to feke their praye (as it fumtyme happeneth, the fortune of warre beinge vncerteyne) they feme them 
with like faufe, requitinge deathe for deathc. For one of theym mangeleth an other in pieces, and rode them 
and eate them euen before their eyes. They taryed not in this Ilande. Yet in the wefle angle therof, a fewe 
of them went a lande for freflhe water, and fownd a greate and high howfe after the maner of their buylding, 
hauinge. xii. other of their vulgare cotages placed abowte the fame: but were all lefte defolate, whether it were 
that they reforted to the mountaynes by refon of the heate which was that tyme of the yeare, and to returne to 
the playne when the ayre waxeth cowlder, or els for feare of the Canibaks which make incurfion into the Ilande 
at certen feafons. In all this Ilande is only one kinge. The fouth fyde hereof extendeth abowte two hundrethe 
myles. Shortlye after, they came to the Ilande ai Hifpaniola, beinge diftante frome the firile Ilande of the 
Canibaks, fyue hundrethe leaques. Here they fownde all thynges out of order, and theyr felowes flayne which 
they lefte here at their fyrfte vyage. In the beginninge of Hifpantola, (hauinge in it many regions and 

- kyngedomes as we haue iayde) is the region of Xaviana whofe kinge is named Guaccanarillus. This 
Guaccanarillus ioyned frendefliippe with owre men at the fyrlle viage, and made a league with them : But 
in the abfence of the Admirall, he rebelled, and was the caufe of owre mens defljuction, althowgh he diflimuled 

■ the fame, and pretended frendfliip at the Admirales returne. As oivre men fayled on yet a litle further, they 
efpied a longe Canoa with many ores, in which was the brother of Guaccanarillus with only one man waytinge on 
hym. He browght with hym two Images of goulde, which he gaue the Admirall in the name of his brother. 
And towlde a tale in his language as concerninge the deathe of owre men, as they proued aftenvarde, but at 
this tyme had no regarde to his communication for lacke of interpretours, which were eyther all deade, or 
efcaped or floulne awaye when they drewe nere the Ilandes. But of the. x. [ten.] vii. [seuen] dyed by change of 
ayre and dyet. The inhabitantes of thefe Ilandes haue byn euer foo ^'fed to line at libertie, in playe and paflyme, 
that they can hardely away with the yoke of feruittide which they attempte to (hake of by ail meanes they maye. 

- And furely if they had receaued owre religion, I wolde thinke their life mofle happye of all men, if they might 
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therwith enioye their aunciente libertie. A fewe thinges contents them, hauinge no delite in fuche fuperfluites, 
for the which in other places men take infinite paynes and commit manie vnlawfiiU actes, and yet are neuer 
latiffied, wheras many haue to muche, and none inowgh. But emonge thefe firaple fowles, a fewe clothes feme 
the naked : weightes and meafures are not needefull to fuch as can not (kyll of crafte and deceyte and haue not 
the vfe of pelliferous monye, the feede of innumerable myfcheues. So that if we fliall not be afliamed to 
confeife the truthe, they feeme to lyue in that gouldeu worlde of the whiche owlde wryters fpeake fo much: 
wherin men lyued fimplye and innocentlye without inforcement of lawes, without quarrellinge ludges and 
libelles, contente onely to fatiffie nature, without further vexation for knowelege of thinges to come. Yet thefe 
naked people alfo are tormented with ambition for the defyre they haue to enlarge their dominions; by reafon 
wherof they kepe waxre and deftroy one an other: from the which plage I fuppofe the golden world was not 
free. For euen then alfo, Cede, non cedam, that is, gyue place, and I wyll not giue place, had entred emonge 
men. But nowe to retume to the matter from which we haue digreffed. The admiral defyrous to knowe 
further of the death of his men, fent for Guaccanarillus to come to him to his ihip, diffimulinge that he knew 
any thinge of the matter. After that he came aboord fhyp, latuting the Admiral and his company gyuing alfo 
certen golde to the Capetaynes and offycers, turned him to the women captiues which not longe before our 
men had deliuered from the Canihaks. And emeflly beholding one of them whome o\vre men cauled Catharyne, he . 
fpake gentelly vnto her. And thus when he had feene and marueyled at the horfes and fuche other thinges as 
were in the (hyppe, vnknowen to them, and had with a good grace and merelye afked leaue of the Admirall, he 
departed. Yet fum there were which counfeyled the Admirall to kepe hym ftyll: that if they might by any 
meanes proue that he was confentinge to the deathe of owre men, he might bee punilhed accordinglie. But 
the Admirall confidering that it was yet no tyme to incenfe th[e]iohabitantes myndes to wrathe, dyfmyffed 
hym. The next daye folowing, the kinges brother refortyng to the (hyppes, eyther in his owne name or in his 
brothers, feduced the women. For on the next nyght about mydnight, this Katherine afwell to recouer her _ 
owne libertie as alfo her felowes, being fubomed therto eyther by the kinge or his brothers promifes attempted 
a much more difficdte and daungerous aduenture then dyd Cloelia of Rome, which beinge in hoflage with other 
maydes to the kynge Porcena, deceaued her kepers, and rode ouer the ryuer Tiber, with the other virgins 
which were pledges with her. For wheras they fwamme ouer the ryuer on horfebacke. This Kathaiyne with 
feuen other women, truilynge onlye to the ftrengthe of theyr owne armes, fwamme aboue three longe myles : 
and that alfo, at fuche tyme as die fea was fumwhat rowghe. For euen foo farre of frome the (hore, lay the 
Ihippes at rode, as nigh as they could coniecture But owre men folowinge them with the (hippeboates, by the fame 
light feene on the fhore wherby the women were ledde, tooke three of them : fuppofinge that Katharyne with 
the other foure, went to Guaccanarittus. For in the fpringe of the mominge, certen meflengers beinge fente to 
hym by the Admirall, had intelligence that he was fledde with all his familie and ftuffe, and the women alfo. 
which thinge miniftred further fufpection that he was confentinge to the death of owre men, Wherfore the 
Admirall fente forthe an armye of three hundrethe men, ouer the which he appoynted on^Mekhior to be 
capitayne, wylling him to make diligent fearche to fynde owte Guaccanarillus. Mekhior therfore with the 
fmaulefte veifels enteringe into the countreye by the ryuers and fcouringe the fliores, chaunced into certen 
croked goulfes defended with, v lyttle and (liepe hilles, fuppofinge that it had byn the mouth of fnm greate 
ryuer. He founde here alfo a verye commodious and fafe hauen, and therefore named it Portus RegaHs. 
They iaye that the enteraunce of this is fo crooked and bendinge, that after the fliippes are once within the 
lame, whether they turne them to the lefte hand, or to the ryght, they can not perceaue where they came in 
vntyll they retume to the mouth of the ryuer : Although it be there fo brode that three of the byggefte veflels 
may fayle together on a froont. The (haxpe and high hilles on the one fyde and. on the other, fo brake the 
wynde, that they were vncerten howe to rule theyr fayles. In the myddle gulfe of the ryuer, there is a 
promontorie or point of the lande with a pleaiaunte groue fiiU of Popingayes and other byrdes which breede 
therein and finge verye fweetlye. They perceaued alfo that two ryuers of no fmaule largenes fell into the hauen. 
Whyle they thus fearched the lande betwene bothe, MekMor efpied a high houfe a farre of, where fuppofinge 
that Guaccanarillus had lyne hyd, he made towarde it And as he was goynge, there mette hym a man with a 
frownynge countenaunce and a grynmie looke, with a hundreth men folowynge hym, armed with bowes and 
arrowes, and long and iharpe flaues like iauelynnes, made harde at the endes with fyre. Who approchyng 
towardes owre men, fpake owte alowde with a terryble voyce, fayenge that they were Taini, (that is) noble men, 
and not Cantbales. But when owre men had gyuen them fignes of peace, they lefte bothe theyr weapons and 
fiercenes. Thus geuynge eche of them certen haukes belles, they tooke it for fo greate a rewarde, that they 
defyred to enter bondes of nere frendeiliyppe with vs, and feared not immediafly to fubmitte them felues vnder 
owre power, and reforted to our fliyps with theyr prefentes. Tliey that meafured the houfe (beinge made in 
rounde forme) fownde it to be from fyde to fyde. xxxii. greate paces, compafed abowte with. xxx. other vulgare 
houfes, hauinge in them many beames croffe ouer, and couered with reedes of fundry colours, wrethed and as it 
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were weaued with mamelous art When owre men alked fum of them where they myght fynde GuaccanariUus. 
They aunfwered that that Region was none of his, But theyr kyiiges beynge there prefente. Yet they iayde 
they fuppofed that Guacmnarillus was gone from the playne to the mountaynes. Makynge therfore a brotherly 
league with this Cacckus, (that is to faye a kynge) they retoumed to the Admyrall to make relation what they 
hadde feene and harde: whervppon he fent forth dyuers other Centurians with their hundretlies to fearche the 
countrey yet further. Emonge the which were Hoiediis and Gorualanus, noble younge gentlemen and of great 
courage. And as they went towarde the mountaines to feeke GttaccanariUus, dyuidinge the mountaynes betwene 
them, one of thera fownde on the one fyde tlierof foure ryuers faulynge frome the fame mountaynes : and the 
other founde. iii. on the other fyde- In the iandes of all thefe ryuers is fownd great plentye of goulde, which 
th[e]inhabitantes of the fame Ilande which were with vs, gathered in this maner. Making holes in the fende 
with tlieyr handes, a Cubette deape, and takynge vp lande with their lefte handes from the botorae of the lame, 
they picked out graynes of goulde with their ryght liandes withowte any more aite or cunnynge. And fo 
deliuered it to owre men : who aiiirme that many of them thus gathered, were as bygge as tares or fytchis. 
And I my felfe fa we a maffe of rude goulde, (that is to fa.y, fuch as was neuer molten) lyke vnto fuche ftones as 
are founde in the bottomes of ryuers, weigliinge nyne ownces, which Hoieda him felfe fownde. Beinge contented 
with thefe (ignes, they returned to the Admirall to certifie him hereof For the Admiral! had coramaunded 
vnder payne of punyfliement that they fhuld meddle no further then their commiffion: which was only to 
fearche the places with their fignes. For the feme went that there was a certayne kynge of the mountaynes 
from whenfe thofe ryuers liad their faule, whom they caule Cacicus Caunaboa tliat is, the lord of the houfe of 
golde. For they caule a houfe Boa, goulde, Cauni : and a kynge or Lorde, Cackus, as we haue fayde before. 
They affirme that there can noo where be found better fyflhe, nor of more plealant tafl, or more holfome then in 
thefe ryuers : alfo the waters of the fame to be mod holfom to drynke. Melchior hym felfe towld me, that in the 
moneth of December, the days and nyghtes bee of equal length among the Caiiibaks. But the fphere or circles 
of the heauen, agreeth not thervnto. Albeit that in the fame moneth, fume byrrles make their neftes, and fume 
haue alredy hatched their egges by reafon of the heate beinge rather continuall then extreme. He towlde me 
alfo when I quellioned with hym as concemynge the eleuation of the pole from the horizontal lyne, tliat 
al the flerres cauled Plajlrum or charles wayne, are hydde vnder the Northe pole to the Canihaks. And 
furely there returned none from thenfe at this viage, to whorae there is more credit to be gyuen, then 
to this man. But if he liad byn (kilfuU in Afironomye, he Ihulde haue fayde that the day was almofte 
equall with the night. For in no place towarde the (lay of the fonne (cauled Soljlkium) can the night 
be equall with the day. And as for them, they neuer came vnder tlie Equinoctiall, for afmuch as they 
had euer the nortiie pole theyr guyde, and euer eleuate in fight aboue the Horizontal. Thus haue I 
briefely written vnto yowre honoure, as muche as I thought futRciente at this tyme. And fhall (hortly hereafter 
(by Gods fauoure) wryte vnto you more largely of fuche matters as Ihalbe dayly better knowen. For the 
admirall hym felfe (whome I vfe famylyerly as my verye frende) hathe promyfed me by his letters, that he wyl 
gyue me knowlege of al fuch thynges as ihall chaunce. He hath nowe chofen a (b-onge place where he may 
buyld a Citie nere vnto a comodious hauen. And hath alredy buylded many houfes and a chapell in the 
whiche (as in a newe worlde heretofore voyde of al! religion) god is dayly ferued with. xiii. preefles accordinge 
to the maner of owre churches. When the tyme nowe approched when he promyfed to fende to the kynge and 
queene, and hauynge profperous wynde for that purpofe, fent backe the. xii. Carauelles wherof we made mencion 
before it was no fmau! hynderance and greefe, vnto hym : Especially confyderynge the death of his men whom 
he lefte in the Ilande at the fyrft vyage, wherby we are yet ignorant of many places and other fecretes wherof 
we might otherwyfe haue had further knowleage. But as tyme (hall reueale them ageyne, fo wyll I aduertyfe 
yowe of the lame. And that you may the better knowe by conference had with the Apothecaries and marchaunt 
(Irangers Siropkenicians, what thefe Regions beare, and howe hotte theyr ground is, I haue fent you all kyndes 
of graynes, with the barke and inner partes of that tree whiche they fuppofe to bee the Cinamorae tree. And 
yf it be your pleafure to tafte eyther of the graynes, or cf the fmaule feedes the which you Ihouide perceaue to 
haue fawien from thefe graynes, or of the wodde it felfe, touch them firfte foftely mouinge them to your lyppes. 
For although they bee not hurtefull, yet for theyr excelTe of heate, they are (haipe and byte the tongue, yf they 
remayne any whyle theron. But if the tongue be blyllered by tadynge of them, the fame is taken away by 
drynkynge of water. Of the come alfo wherof they make theyr breade, this brynger (hall delyuer fume graynes 
to your Lordefhyppe bothe whyte and blacke; And therwith alfo, a Tninke of the tree <A Aloes The which if 
you cutte in peeces, you fliall feele a fweete fauoure to proceade from the fame. Thus fare you hartely 
wel. From the courte of Methimna Campi. The thyrde day before the Calendes of May. Anno. Domini, 
M.CCCC. XCIIII. 
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C The thyrde boke of the fyrst Decade, 
to Lodouike Cardinall of Aragonye and Neuie to the kynge. 




Owe defyre that folyflie Phaeton fhulde ^eine rule the Chariotes of the Sunne ; And contende 
to drawe fweete lycomes out of the harde flynte, wheras you requyie me to dyffcribe viito 
you the newe worlde, fownde in the wefle by the good fortune and gouemaunce of the 
Catholike Princes Ferdinandus and HeUfabeth, your Vncle and Aunte: Ihewyng me alfo 
the letters of kynge Frederike your vncle, wrytten to me in the fame behalfe. But fythe 
you haue layde this burden on my backe, in whofe power it is to commaunde me to take 
vppon me more then I am wel able. Ye bothe fhal receaue this precious flone, rudely 
clofed in leade after my maner of workemanlhyppe. Wherfore when you ihall perceaue the lemed forte frend- 
elye: The malicious, enuioufly: And the backebyters, furioufly, to bende theyr fclaunderous dartes ageynft 
owre fayre Nimphes of the Ocean, you ftiall freely protefle in howe ihort tyme, and in the myddefte of what 
troubles and calamities, you haue enforced me to wryte of the iame. Thus fare you well frome Granata the 
ninthe day before the Calendes of May, 

^[ We haue declared in the boke here before, howe the Admirall pafTed by the coaftes of the Canihaks to 
the Ilande of Hifpaniola with his whole nauie. But nowe we entende further to (hewe what he fownde as 
concernynge the nature of this Ilande, after that he had better fearched the feacreates of the iame: Likewyfe 
of the Ilande of Cuba nere vnto it which he yet fuppofed to bee the firme lande. Hifpaniola therfore 
(which he affirmeth to bee Ophir, wherof we reade in the thyrde boke of the kynges) is of latitude, fyue fouthe 
degrees; hauynge the northe pole eleuate on the northe fyde. xxvii. degrees: And on the Southe fyde (as they 
faye) xxii. degrees. It reacheth in length from the Eafle to the Wefte, feuen hundrethe and foure fcore myles. 
It is diftant from the Ilandes of Gades (cauled Caks) xlix. degrees, and more as fum faye. The forme of the 
Ilande, refembleth the leafe of a chefnutte tree. Vppon a high hyll on the North fyde of the Ilande, he 
buylded a citie, bycaufe this place was moil apte for that purpofe by reafon of a myne of ilones which was 
nere vnto the fame, feruynge well bothe to buylde with, and alfo to make lyme. At the bottome of this hyll, 
is there a great playne of three fcore myles in lengthe : and in bredth fumwhere. xil fumwhere. xx. myles where 
it is brodeil, and. vi myles where it is naroweil Through this playne runne dyuers fayre ryuers of holfome 
waters. But the greateil of them which is nauigable, fauleth into the hauen of the citie for the fpace of halfe a 
furlonge. Howe fertile and fruitfiill this valley is, you ihal vndetlland by thefe thynges which folowe. On the 
(hore of this ryuer, they haue lymyted and enclofed certeyne grounde to make gardeynes and orchiardes, in the 
which al kyndes of b>^ger herbes, as radyfhe, letufe, colewortes, borage, and fuch other, waxe rype withia xvi. 
■ dayes after the feede is fowen. Lykewyfe Melones, Gourdes, Cucumers, and fuche other, within the fpace of. 
xxxvi. dayes. Thefe garden herbes, they haue freflhe and greene all the whole yeare. Alfo the rootes of the 
canes or reedes, of the lycour wherof, fuger is made, growe a cubette high within the fpace of. xv. dayes : but 
the lycoure is not yet hardened. The lyke they afSrme of plantes or ihrouddes of younge vines: And that 
they haue the fecond yeare gathered ripe and fweete grapes of the fame. But by reafon of to muche rankenes, 
they beare but fewe cluilers. Furthermore, a man of the countrey fowed a lyttle wheat about the Calendes of 
February, and brought with hym to the citie a handefull of the rype eares of the iame the thyrde day before 
the calendes of Aprell: which was that yeare the vigile of the Refurrection of owre Lorde. Alfo, al kyndes of 
pulfe, as beanes, peafon, fytches, tares, and fuche other, are rype twyfe in the yeare, as all they which come 
from thenfe, aifirme with one voyce: Yet that the grounde is not vniuerially apte to beare wheate. In the 
meane tyme whyle thefe thynges were doinge, the Admirall fent owte a companye of. xxx. men to fearche the 
Region of Cipanga, otherwyfe cauled Cibana This Region is full of mountaynes and rockes: And the myddle 
backe of the hole Ilande in the whiche is greate plentie of goulde. When they that went to fearche the Region, 
were returned they reported maruelous thynges as touchinge the great ryches of this Region, Frome thefe 
mountaynes, defcende foure greate ryuers, which by the maruelous induilrye of nature, deuided the hole Ilande 
into foure partes, in maner equall, ouerfpreadinge and wateringe the hole Ilande with their branches. Of thefe 
foure ryuers, the one reacheth towarde the Eaile. This the inhabitantes caule lunna: An other, towarde the 
Welle, and is cauled AtHbunicus. The thirde towarde the Northe, named lachem: the laile reacheth into the 
Southe and is cauled Naiba. The daye before the Ides of Marche, the Admiral him felfe with al his horfe 
n en d foure hundreth footemen, marched directly towarde the South fyde of the goulden Region. Thus 
palf nge ouer the ryuer, the plaine and the mountayne which enuironed the other fyde of the pUiyne, he 
cha ced vpon an other vale die which a ryuer muche bygger then the fyrfle, and many other meane ryuers 
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runne throwgh. When he had alfo conueighed his axmye ouer the ryuer and paffed the feconde vale whiche 
was in no part inferiour to the firile, he made away through the thirde mountayne, where was no paflage before, 
and defcended into an other vale which was nowe the beginninge of Cibana. Tlirough this alfo runne many 
fluddes, and ryuers, out of euery hyll, and in the fandes of theym all, is fownde great plentie of goulde. And 
when he had nowe entered three fcore and twelue myles into the goulden region from the citie he entended 
to buylde a fortreffe vppon the toppe of a hyll, (landing by the fhore of a certeyne great ryuer, that he might 
the better and more fafelye fearclie the recreates of the inner partes of the Region. This he cauled the fortrefie 
of faynte Thomas. The which in the meane tyme whyle he was buyldynge, th[e]iiihabitantes beinge defirous 
of haukes belles and other of owre thinges, reforted dayly thyther. To whom the Admirall declared, that 
if they wolde brynge goulde, they (hulde haue what fo euer they wolde alke. Forthwith tumynge theyr 
backes and runnynge to the fhore of the next ryuer, they returned in a (hort tyme, brynginge with them 
their handes full of goulde. Amongefl al other, there came a owld man bringynge with him two pybble Hones 
of goulde weighinge an vnce, defyrynge them to gyue him a bell for the fame who when he fawe oure men 
maruell at the by^enes therof, he made fignes that tliey were but fmaule and of no value in refpecte of fume 
that he had feene. And takynge in his hande foure flones the lead wherof was as bygge as a walnut, and the 
byggeft as bygge as an orange, he fayde that there was fotvnde peeces of goulde foo bygge in his countrey, 
beynge but halfe a dayes iourney from thenfe, and that they had no regarde to the gatheringe therof. Whcrby 
we perceaue tliat they paiTe not muche for goulde in afmuch as it is goulde only, but fo farre efleeme it, as the 
hande of the artificer hathe faJhioned it in any coomely fourme. For who doth greatly eileemc rowgh marble 
or vnwrought luerye. But if they be wrought with the cunninge hande o{ Phidias or Praxiteles, and Ihaped to 
the fimilitude of the fayre nimphes or fayeres of the fea (cauled Nereiades) or the fayres of the wods, (cauled 
Hamadriades') they fhal neuer lacke byers. Befyde this owld man, there came alfo dyuers other, brynginge with 
them pypple flones of gold weighing, x. or. xii. drammes : And feared not to confeffe, that in the place where they 
gathered tliat golde, there were found fumtyme ftones of gold as bygge as the heade of a chyld When he had 
taryed heare a fewe dayes, he fent one Luxanus, a noble younge gentylman with a fewe armed men to fearche 
all the partes of this Region, Who at his retume, reported that th[e]inhabitantes ihewed him greater thinges 
then we haue fpoken of here before. But he dyd openly declare nothynge therof: which they thought was 
doone by the Admirales commaundemenL They haue wooddes full of certeyne fpyces : but not fuche as we 
commonly vfe. Thefe they gather euen as they do golde : that is as much as wyl ferue for theyr purpofe, euery 
man for hym felfe, to exchange the fame with the inhabitantes of other countreys adioyninge to them, for fuch 
thinges as they lacke, as dyfflies, pottes, (looles, and fuche other neceffaries. As Luxanus returned to tJie 
Admiral, (which was about the Ides of Marche) he fownde in the wooddes, certeyne wylde vines, rype and of 
pleafaunt taile. But th[e]inhabitantes paffe not on them. This Region though it bee full of flones and rockes 
(and is therfore cauled Cibana^ whiche is as muche to faye as a (lone) yet it is well replenyihed with trees and 
pailures. Ye they indantly alfirrae, that if the graffe of thefe mountaynes bee cutte, it groweth ageyne within 
the fpace of foure dayes, higher then wheate. And for as muche as many fliowers of rayne doo faule in this 
Region, whereof the ryuers and fiuddes haue their increafe, in euery of the which, golde is fownde myxte with 
fande in all places, they iudge that the golde is dryuen from the mountaynes, by the vehement courfe of the 
(Ireames which faule from the fame, and runnfe into the ryuers. The people of this Region are gyuen to 
Idelnes and playe. For fuche as inhabyte the mountaynes, fyt quakynge for coulde in the wynter feafon, and 
had rather foo wander vppe and downe Idelly, then take the peines to make them apparell, wheras they haue 
wooddes full of golTampine cotton. But fuch as dwel in the vales or plaines feele no coulde in wynter, Wlien 
the Admirall had thus fearched the beginninge of the region of Cibana, he repayred to Ifabella (for fo he named 
the citie) where, leauinge the gouernance of the Ilande with his deputies, he prepared hym felfe to fearch further 
the lymettes of the Ilande of Cuba or Johanna, which he yet doubted to bee the lirme lande, and didant from 
Hifpaniola, onely three fcore and ten myles. This dyd he with more fpeedy expedicion, caulyng to remeni- 
braunce the kinges commaundement, who wylled hym fyrfl with all celeritie to ouer runne the coades of the 
newe Ilandes, leade any other prince (holde in the meane tyme attempte to inuade the iirnie. For the Kynge 
of Portugale affirmed tliat it perteyned only to hym to difcouer thefe vnknowen landes. But the bydiop of 
Rome Alexander the. vi. to auoyd the caufe of this difcention, graunted to the Kynge of Spayne by th[e]aiic- 
toritie of his leaden bulles, that no other prince flmlde bee fo boulde as to make any viages to any of thofe 
vnknowen regions, lyenge without the precinct of a directe !yne drawen from the North to the Southe a 
hundreth leaques weftwarde without the paralelles of the Ilandes cauled Capud Viride. or Cabouerde, which we 
thynke to bee thofe that in owlde tyme were cauled Hefperides. Thefe perteyne to the kynge of Portugale. 
And frome thefe, his pylottes whiche doo yearely fearche newe coades and regions, directe their courfe to the 
Eaile, (aylynge euer towarde the lefte hande by the backe of Aphrike and the feas of the Ethiopians : Neyther 
to this day had the Portugales at any tyme fayled Southwarde, or Wede«'arde from the Ilandes of Cabouerde. 
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Preparyng therfore three Ihippes, he made hifte towarde the Ilande of lohanna or Cuba whyther he came in 
Hiorte fpace, and named the poynt theiof where he fyrll arryued, Alpha and : that is, the fyrile and the laile : ■ 
for he fuppofed that there had byn th[e]end of owTe Eafle bycaufe the fonne fauleth there i And of the wefte, 
bycaufe it ryfeth there. For it is apparente, that weilwarde, it i^ the beginninge oi India beyonde the ryuer of 
Ganges : And Eaflewarde, the fiirthefl, ende of the fame : w hich thinge is not contrary to reafon fotafmuche as 
the Cofmographers haue lefte the lymites of India beyonde Gauges vndetermyned : where as alfo fume were of 
opinion that India was not farre from the coafl.es of Spame as we haue fayde before. Within the profpecte of 
the begynnynge of Cuba, he founde a commodious hauen in the extreme angle of the Ilande of Hifpaniola. 
For in this part, the Hand receaueth a greate goulfe. This hauen, he named faynt Nycolas porte, beinge 
fcarfely, xx. leaques from Cuba. As he departed from henfe and fayled weftwarde by the fouth fyde of Cuba, 
the further that he went, fo muche the more the fea feemed to bee extended in breadth and to bende towarde 
the fouth. On the fouth fyde of Cuba, he fownde an Ilande which th[e]inhabitantes caule lamaica. This he 
affirmeth to bee longer and broder then the Hand of Sicilie : hauyng in it only one mountayne, which on euery 
parte begynninge from the fea, ryfeth by little and little into the myddeft of the Ilande : And that foo playnely 
without rowghnes, that fuche as goo vp to the toppe of die lame, can fcarfely perceaue that they afcende. This 
Ilande he affirmed to bee very fruitful! and full of people as well in lh[e]inner partes of the fame as by the fhore : 
And that th[e]inhabitantes are of quicker wytte then in the other Ilandes, and more experte artificers and 
warrelyke men. For in many places where he woulde haue arryued, they came armed ageynll him and 
forbodde him with threatening wordes. But beinge ouercome, they made a league of frendefhip with hym. 
Thus departynge from lamaica, he fayled towarde the Weile with a profperous wynde for the fpace of threefcore 
and tenne dayes : thinkinge that he had paiTed fo farre by the compaffe of the earth beii^ vndemeth vs, that he 
had byn nere vnto Aurea Cherfonefus (nowe cauled Malaceha,) in owre Eaile India beyonde the beginninge of 
Perfides. For he playnely beleued that he had lefte onely two of the twelue howres of the fonne, which were 
vnknowen to vs, for the owlde wryters haue lefte halfe the courfe of the fonne vntouched, where as they haue but 
onely difcuffed that fuperficiall parte of the earth which lyeth betwene the Ilandes of Gades and the ryuer of Ganges : 
or at the vttermofte, to Aurea Cherfonefus. In this nauigation, he chaunced on many furious feas, running with 
a faule as it had byn the (Ireames of fluddes : Alfo many whorlepooles, and flielfes, with many other daungers, 
and (Ireyghtes by reafon of the multytude of Ilandes, which ley on euery fyde. But not regardinge all tbefe perelles, 
he determyned to proceade vntyl he had certaine knowledge whether Cuba were an Ilande or firme lande. Thus 
he fayled forward coaftinge euer by the (hore towarde the wefle for the fpace of CC. xxil [two hundred and 
twenty-two] leaques, that is, abowte a thoufande and three htindreth myles|: And gaue names to feuen hundreth 
Ilandes by the waye : Leauynge alfo on the lefte hande (as he feared not to reporte) three thoufande here and 
there. But let vs nowe returne to fuche thinges as he fownde worthy to be noted in this nau^arioa Saylinge . 
therfore by the fyde of Cuba, and fearchinge the nature of the places, he efpied not farre from Alpha and 0, a 
large hauen of capacitie to harborowe manye Ihippes : whofe enteraunce is bendinge, beinge inclofed on bothe 
fydes with capes or poyntes which receaue the water. This hauen is large within, and of exceadinge depthe. 
Saylinge by the Ihore of this porte, he fawe not farre frome the fame, two cotages couered with reedes, and in 
many places fyer kyndeled. Here he fente certeyne armed men owte of the fliippes to the cotages : where they 
fownde nother man nor woman, but roflemeate enowgh. For they fownde certeyne fpyttes of woodde lyenge 
at the fyre, hauinge fyflie on theym abowt a hundreth pownde weight, and two ferpentes o£ viii. foote longe a 
piece, wherat marueylinge, and lokynge abowt if they coulde efpye any of th[e]inhabitantes, and that none 
appeared in fyght {for they fledde all to the mountaynes at the comminge of owre men) they fell to theyr meate, 
and eate the fyihe taken with other mens trauayle : But they abileyned from the ferpentes, which theyaffirme to 
differ nothinge from Crocodiles of Egypt, but onely in byggenes. For (as Plinie iayth) Crocodiles haue fumetymes 
byn fownde of. xviiL cubettes long. But of thefe the byggeft were but of. viii. fote. Thus beinge well refreshed, 
they entered into the next woodde where they fownde many of the lame kynde of ferpentes hangynge vppon 
bowghes of trees : of the which, fume had theyr mouthes tyed with ftrynges, and fume theyr teethe taken owte. 
And as they fearched the places nere vnto the hauen, they fawe abowte. Ixx. men in the toppe of a hyghe rocke, 
whiche fledde as foone as they had efpied owre men. Who by fignes and tokens of peace, caulinge them ageyne, 
there was one which came nere them and ftoode on the toppe of a rocke, feemynge as tho^t^h he were yet 
ferefull. But the Admiral fent one Didams to hym, a man of the fame countrey, whom he had at his fyrile 
vyage taken in the Ilande of Guanahaini, beinge nere vnto Cuba : wyllinge hym to come nere and not to bee 
afrayde. Wlien he harde Dtdacus fpeke to him in his owne tonge he came bowldly to hym : and ihortly after 
reforted to his company, perfuadinge them to come without all feare. After this medhge was doone, there 
defcended frome the rockes to the Ihippes, abowt three fcore and ten of th[e]inhabitantes, proferinge frende- 
fhippe and gentelnes to owre men : whiche the Admirall accepted thankefully, and gaue them dyuers rewardes : 
And that the rather, for that he had intelligence by Didacus th[e]enterpretoure, that they were the kynges 
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fyflhers, fent of theyr lorde to lake fyflhe ageynR a folemne feafle which he prepared for an other kyiige. And 
wheras the Admirales men had eaten the fyfVhe whiche they lefte at the fyre, they were the gladder therof, 
bycaufe they had lefte the ferpentes. For there is nothinge amonge theyr dehcate dyfihes, that they elleeme fo 
muche as thefe ferpentes : In foo muche that it is no more lawfull for the common people to eate of them, then 
peacockes or phefantes amonge vs. As for the fyflhes, they doubted not to take as many more the fame nyght. 
Beynge atked why they fyrfl rolled the fyffhe which they entended to beare to their kynge. They anfwered, that 
they might bee the freffher and vncomipted. Thus ioyninge handes for a token of fm-ther frendefhip, euery 
man reforted to his owne. The Admirall went forwarde as he had appoynted, folowing the faulinge of the 
fonne from the beginninge of Cuba cauled Alpha and O. The Ihores or fea bankes euen vnto this hauen, albeit 
they be ful of trees, yet are they rowgh with mountains. Of thefe trees, fume were ful of bloffoomes and 
flowres, and other laden with fruites. Beyonde the hauen the lande is more fertile and peopulous, whofe inhabi- 
tantes are more gentyll and more defyrous of owre thinges. For as fone as they had efpied owre ihippes, they 
flocked all to the fliore, brynginge with them fuche breade as they are accuflomed to eate, and gourdes full of 
water, offeringe theym vnto owre men, and further defyringe them to coome alande. In all thefe Ilandes is a 
certeyne kynde of trees as bygge as elmes, whiche beare gourdes in the lleade of fruites, Thefe they vfe only 
for drinkynge pottes, and to fetche water in, but not for meate, for the inner fubflance of them, is fowrer then 
gaule, and the barke as harde as any (helle. At the Ides of Maye, the watche men lokinge owte of the toppe 
cafiell of the fhyppe towarde the Southe, fawe a multitude of Ilandes Ilandinge thicke together, beynge all well 
repleniflied with trees, graffe, and herbes, and wel inhabyted. In the ihore of the continent, he chaunced into 
a nauigable ryuer whofe water was foo hotte, that no man myght endure to abyde his hande therein any tyme. 
The day foloivinge, efpying a farre off a Canoa of fyfiier men of th[e]inhabitantes, fearinge lead they thulde flye 
at the fyght of owre men, he commaunded certeyne to affayle them pryuily with the fhyppe boates. But they 
fearinge nothinge, taryed the comminge of owre men. Nowe fhal you heare a newe kind of fyfhinge. Lyke 
as we with greyhoundes doo hunte hares, in the playne fieldes. So doo they as it were with a huntyng fyfJhe, 
take other fyflhes. This fyfflie was of fhape or fourme vnknowen vnto vs: but the body therof, not muche 
vnlyke a greate yele ; hauinge on the hynder parte of the heade, a very towgh fkynne, lyke vnto a greate bagge 
or purfe. This fyflhe is tyed by the fyde of the boate with a corde lette downe foo farre into the water, that the 
fyflhe maye lye clofe hyd by the keele or bottome of the fame, for (hee may in no cafe abyde the fight of the 
ayer. Thus when they efpie any greate fyfihe, or tortoyfe (wherof there is great abundance hygger then great 
tiigettes) they let the corde at lengthe. But when (he feeleth her felfe loofed, fhee enuadeth the fyfihe or 
tortoyfe as fwiftly as an arrowe. And where fhe hath once faflened her howld fhee calleth the purfe of fkynne 
wherof we fpake before: And by draivyng the fame togyther, fo grafpeleth her pray, that no mans Ilrenglh is 
fufficient to vnloofe the fame, excepte by lyttle and lyttle drawinge the lyne, (hee bee lyfted fumwhat aboue the 
brymme of the water. For then, as fone as fhe feeth the brightnes of the ayer, (liee lettethe goo her howlde. 
The praye therfore, beinge nowe drawen nere to the brymme of the water, there leapeth foodenly owte of the 
boate into the fea foo manye fyflhers, as maye fuifice to holde faile the praye, vntyll the reile of the coompany 
haue taken it into the boate. Which thinge doone, they loofe fo muche of the cord, that the hunting fyflhe, 
may ageyne returne to her place within the water: where by an other corde, they let downe to her a piece of 
the praye, as we vfe to rewarde greyhoundes after they haue kylled theyr game. This fyflhe, they caule 
Guaicanum, But owre men caule it Remrfum. They gaue owre men foure tortoyfes taken by this meanes: 
And thofe of fuch byggenes that they aImofl.e fylled theyr fyfihinge boate. For thefe fyflhes are eileemed 
amonge them for dehcate meate. Owtc men recompenfed them ageyne with other rewardes, and foo lette them 
departe. Beinge afked of the coompaffe of that lande, they aunfwered that it had no ende weflewaide. Mofl 
inftantly defyringe the Admirall to coome alande : or in his name to fende one with them to falute their 
Cazicus, (that is) their kinge : Aifirmynge that he wolde gyue owre men many prefentes, yf they wolde goo to 
hym. But the Admiral, leafle he fhulde bee hyndered of the vyage which he had begunne, refufed to goo with 
them. Then they defyred to knowe his name, and towld owre men lykewyfe the name of theyr kyng. Thus 
fayling on yet furth t i th \\ 11 '1' fewe dayes he came nere vnto a certeyne exceding high 

mountayne, we! inl hyt d by f f tl gr t f rtilitie of the fame. Th[e]inhabitauntes of this mounlayne, 
g (T mp tt cunnies, and fundry kyndes of wyldfowle: demaundynge 

f th t if ended not from heauen. The kynge of this people, and 
1 by hj f m ed hym that that lande was no Ilande. Shortly after, 

b th 1 It hande of this lande, they fownde no body therin : for they 

fledde al at the commyng of owre men. Yet fownde they there fowre dogges of mamelous deformed ihape, 
and fuche as coulde not barke. This kynd of dogges, they eate as we do goates. Here is great plentie of geefe, 
duckes, and hearons, Betwene thefe Ilandes and the continente, he entered into foo narowe flxeyghtes, that 
he coulde fcarfely tume backe the (hippes : And thefe alfo fo (halowe, that the keele of the (hyps fumtyme rafed 
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on the landes The water of thefe ftreyghtes, for the fpace of fortie myles, was white and thycke lyke vnto 
mylke, and as thowgh mele had byn fparkeled throwgh oWte al that fea. And when they had at the lengthe 
efcaped thefe (Irayghtes, and were nowe coome into a mayne and large fea, and had fayled theron for the fpace 
of foure fcore myles, they efpyed an other excedinge hygh mountayne, whyther the Admirall reforted to ftore 
his (hyppes with frefihe water and fuel. Heare amonge certeyne wooddes of date trees, and pyneable trees of 
excedyng height he fownd two natiue fprynges of frefihe water. In the means tyme whyle the woodde was 
cuttynge and the barrelles fyllyng, one of owre archers went into the wood to hunt: where he efpyed a certeyne 
man with a whyte veflure, foo lyke a fryer of th[e]order of faynt Marye oi Mercedis, that at the fyrlle fight he 
fuppofed it had byn the Admiralles preefte which he browght with hym, beyng a man of the fame order. But 
two other folowed hym immediatlye owte of the fame wooddes, Ihortly after, he fawe a farre of a hole coompany 
of men clothed in apparel, beinge abowte. xxx, in nomber. Then turning his backe and cryinge owte to his 
felowes, he made hafte to the (hyppes with all that he myght dryue. Thefe apparelled men, made fignes and 
tokens to hym to tary and not to bee afrayde. But that notwithftandinge, he ceafed not to flye. The Admirall 
beinge aduertifed hereof, and not a lyttle reioyfynge that he had fownde a ciuile people, incontinently fent 
forth armed men, with commaundement, that yf neede fliould foo requyre, they Ihulde enter fortie myles into 
the Ilande, vntyl they myght fynde eyther thofe apparelled men, or other inhabitantes of that countrey. When 
they hadde paffed ouer the woodde, they came into a greate playne full of graffe and herbes, in which appeared 
no token of any pathe way. Here attemptinge to goo throwgh the graffe and herbes, they were foo entangled 
and bewrapte therin, that they were fcarfely able to paffe a myle, the graffe beinge there lyttle lower then owre 
type come. Beinge therfore weryed, they were enforced to returne ageyne, fyndyng no pathe way. The day 
folowing he fent foorth, xxv. armed men an other way: Commaunding them to make diligent fearche and 
inquifition what maner of people inhabited the land. Who departinge, when they had fownde not farre from 
the fea fyde certeyne lleppes of wylde beaftes, of the which they fufpected fum to bee of Lyons feete being 
llriken with feare, returned backe ageyne. As they came they fownde a woodde in the which were many 
natiue vines here and there crepinge abowte highe trees, with many other trees bearinge aromaticall fruites and 
fpyces. Of thefe vines they browght with them into Spaine many clufters of grapes very ponderous and full of. 
lycoure. But of the other fniites, they browght none bycaufe they putrified by the waye in the (hippe, and were 
calle into the fea. They faye alfo that in the laundes or medowes of thofe wooddes, they fawe flockes of greate 
cranes twyfe as bygge as owres. As he went forward and turned his fayles towarde certeyne other mountaines, 
he efpied two cotages on the (hore, in the whiche he lawe onely one man: who beinge browght to the fliyppe, 
fignified with heade, fyngers, and by al other fignes, that he coulde deuife that the lande which lay beyonde 
thofe mountaynes, was very full of people. And as the Admirall drewe nere the Ihore of the fame, there mette 
hym certeyne Canoas hauinge in thera many people of the countrey, who made fignes and tokens of peace and 
frendefhyp. But here Didacus th[e]interpretour whiche vnderfloode the language of th[e]inhabitantes of the 
beginning of Cuba, vndeTffode not them one whytte, wherby they confydred that in fundry prouinces of Cuba, 
were fundry languages He had alfo intelligence, that in the inlande of this Region, was a kynge of greate 
power, and accudomed to weare apparell. He iayth that all the tracte of this (hore, was drowned with water 
and full of raudde, befette with many trees, after the maner of owre maiyflbes, yet whereas in this place they 
wente alande for frefllie water, they fownde many of the (hel fyflhes in the whiche pearles are gathered. But 
that coulde not caufe the Admirall to tracte the tyme there, entendinge at this viage, only to prone howe many 
landes and feas he coulde difcouer accordinge to the kynges commaundement. As they yet preceded forwarde, 
they lawe here and there al the waye alonge by the (hore, a great fmoke ryfinge, vntyll they came to an other 
mountayne foure fcore myles diflant There was no rocke or hyll that coulde be feene, but the fame was all 
of a. fmoke. But whether thefe fyers were made by th[e]inhabitantes for their neceflary bufynes, or as we are 
wont to fette beacons on fyre when we fufpecte th[e]approche of owre enemies, thereby to gyue waminge to 
theyr neyghbonrs to bee in a redines, and gather togyther if perhappes owre men ihulde attempte any thinge 
ageynft them, or otherwyfe as feemethe mod lykety, to caule them togyther as to a wonder to behould owre 
(liippes, they knewe yet no certentie. In this tracte, the (hores bended fumetyme towarde the Southe, and 
fumetyme towarde the Wefle and wellefouthweft : And the fea was euery where entangeled with Ilandes: by 
reafon whereof, the keeles of the (hippes often tymes rafed the landes for (halownes of the water: So that the 
(hyppes beinge very fore brufed and appayred, the layles, cables, and other tackelinges, in maner rotten, and 
the vytayles, (efpecially the bylkette breade) corrupted by takynge water at the riftes euyll clofed, the Admirall 
was enforced to tume backe ageyne. This lafte poynte where he touched of Cuba (not yet beinge knowen to 
be an Ilande) he cauled Euangdifta. Thus turning his fayles toward other Ilandes lyinge not farre from the 
fuppofed continente, he chaunced into a mayne fea where was ftiche a multitude of greate tortoyfes, that 
fumtyme they (layed the (hyppes. Not longe after, he entered into a gulfe of whyte water, lyke vnto that 
wherof we fpake before. At the length fearing the (helfes of the Hands, he returned to the (hore of Cuba by 
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the fame way which he came. Here a muhitude of th[e]iiihabitaiites, as well women as men, reforted to hym 
mth cheerefull countenaunce and without feare: bringynge with them popingayes, breade, water, and cunnyes: 
But efpecially llocke doues much bygger then oivres: which he affimieth, in fauour and tade, to bee muche 
more plea&unt tlien owre partryches. Wherfore where as in eatiiige of them he perceaued a certeyne fauoure 
of fpyce to proceade from them, he commaunded the croppe to bee opened of fuche as were newely kylled, and 
fownde the fame full of fweete fpyces, whiche he argued to bee the caufe of theyr (Irange tafle. For it flandeth 
with good reafon, that the fieflhe of beafles, fhulde drawe the nature and qualitie of theyr accuftomed nuryfliemente. 
, As the Admirall harde maffe on the Ihore, there came towarde hym a certeyne gouernoure, a man of four fcore 
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k J fauinge his pryuie partes, He had a great trayne of 
p ft maiTe, he (hewed hym felfe verye humble and gaue 

nam . When the malTe was ended, he prefented to the 
J d 1 ■u nge the fame with his owne bandes. When the 
i ) g 1 fpeake, he made an oration in the prefence of 

II by d tifed (mofte mighty prince) that you haue of late 
d R gi hj 1 rto vnknowen to you : and haue browght no little 
f h f The which your good fortune, you (hal beare with 

f 1 f h ue two ioumeyes after they are departed from this 

d f f h re iniurious and cruell to mankynde : The other 

n h h 1 J lyfe tyme, loued peace and quietnes. If therefore 
Id fj 1 hat euery man Ihall receaue condigne rewarde or 
1 h 1 f you ivyl wrongefuUy hurte no man. When he had 

did the Admiral! by th[e]interpretoure, he marueylinge 
f d h h was giadde to heare his opinion as touchinge the 
dp d f 1 r bodyes : Suppofinge that nother he, or any other 

hdhd jV 1 e thereof. Declaringe further that the chiefe caufe 
hj h H h f h godly knowleage and trewe religion : And that he was 

1 y 1 CI ft ky f Si J (his lorde and maifter) for the fame purpofe : And 

d p f 1 1 C mb 1 d f h 1 er mifcheuous people : And to defende innocentes 
f f h yl d -yll hym d 11 other fuch as embrafed vertue, in no cafe to bee 

p h y 1 1 m f } 1 1 e, or any other fuche quiete men as he was, hadde 

fhy yhbur dh h wold fee the fame reuenged. Thefe comfortable 

II pi f d 1 Id h twithftandyng his extreeme age, he woulde gladly 

haue gone with the Admiral as he had doone in deede, if his wyfe and chyldren had not hyndcred hym of his 
purpofe. But he marueyled not a lyttle, that the Admirall was vnder the dominion of an other: And muche more, 
when th[e]interpretouT towlde hym of the glorye, magnificence, pompes, greate powre, and fumymentes of 
warre of owre kynges, and of the multitudes of cities and townes which were vnder theyr dominions. 
-I^ntendyng therfore to hauegonne with the Admiral!, his wyfe and children fell proftrate at his feete, with teares 
defyrynge hym not to forfake them and leaue them defolate. At whofe pytifiil! requeftes, the worthy owlde man 
"beinge moued, remayned at home to the comfort of his people and famylie, fatiifyenge rather them then hym 
felfe. For not yet ceafmge to woonder, and of heauy countenaunce bycaufe he myght not departe, he demaimded 
oilentymes if that lande were not heauen, which browght foorth fuche a kynde of men. For it is certeyne, that 
amonge them, the lande is as common as the fonne and water ; And that Myne and Thyne (the feedes of all 
myfcheefe) haue no place with them. They are contente with foo lyttle, that in foo latge a countrey, they haue 
rather fuperfluitie then fcarfenes. Soo that (as wee haue fayde before) they feeme to lyue in the goulden worlde, 
without toyle, iyuitige in open gardens, not intrenched with dykes, dyuyded with hedges, or defended with 
waules. They deale trewely one with another, without lawes, without bookes, and without ludges. They take 
hym for an euyll and myfcheuous man, which taketh plcafure in doinge hurte to other. And albeit that they 
delyte not in fuperfluities, yet make they prouifion for th[e]increafe of fuche rootes, wherof they make theyr 
breade, as Maizium, Iwca, and Ages, contented with fuche fimple dyet, wherby health is preferued, and 
dyfeafes auoyded. The Admiral! therfore departinge from thenfe, and myndinge to returne ageyne ihortly alter, 
chaunced to coome ageyne to the llande of lamaica beinge on the fowthe fyde therof : and coafted al! alonge 
by the ftiore of the fame, from the Wefte to the EaJle. From whofe laft comer on the Eaft fyde, when he fawe 
towarde the North on his lefte hand, certeyn high mountains he knewe at the length that it was the fowthe fyde 
of the llande of Hifpaniola, which he had not yet paffed by. Wherfore at the Calendes of September, enter- 
inge into the hauen of the fame llande, cauled faynt Nycolas hauen, he repayred his ftiippes to th[e]intent that 
he m)^ht ageyne waft and fpoyle the Ilandes of the Canibales, and bume all theyr Canoas, that thofe raueninge 
wolues myght no longer perfecute and deuoure the innocent Iheepe. But he was at this tyme hyndered of his 
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purpofe by reafon of a dyfeafe which he had gotten with to muche watcliinge. Thus beinge feeble and weake, 
he was ledde of the maryiiers to th§ citie oi IfabeUa., where, with his two brytherne wliich were there, and other 
his feraihers, he recouered his health in ftiorte fpace. Yet coulde he not at this tyme aHayle the Canibales, by 
reafon of fedicion that was ryfen of late amonge the Spanyardes which he had lefte in Hifpaniola, wherof we 
wyll fpeake more heareafter. Thus fare ye wel. 



C The fourth booke of the fyrst decade 
to Lodouike Cardinall of Aragonie. 




^Olonus the Admirall of the Ocean, returning (as he fuppofed) from the continent or firme 
lande of Eafl India, had aduertifement that his brother Boilus and one Peter Margarita, an 
owld faraiher of the kinges, and a noble man, with diuers other of thofe to whom he had 
lefl the gouemement of the Hand, were of corrupted mynde ageynfl him, departed into Spayne. 
Wheifore as wel to purge him of fuch crimes as they ihuld ley to his charge, as alfo to make 
a fupply of other men in the place of them which were returned, and efpecially to prouyde 
for vitailes, as wheat, wyne, oyle, and fuch other which the Spanyardes are accuftomed to 
eate, bycaufe they coulde not yet well agree with fuch meates as they fownde in the Ilandes, determined ihortly 
to take his vyage into Spayne. But what he dyd before his departure, I wyll brefely rehearfe. 

The kynges of the Ilandes which had hytherto lyued quietly and content with theyr lyttle whiche they 
thowght abundante, wheras they nowe perceaued that owre men began to faflen foote mthin theyr Regions and 
to beare rule amonge them, tooke the matter fo greuouily, that they thowght nothynge elles but by what meanes 
they myght vtterly deflroy them, and for euer abolyilhe the memory of theyr name. For that kynde of men 
(the Spanyardes I meane which folowed the Admirall in that nauigation,) was for the moil parte vnruly, 
regardynge nothinge but Idlenes, playe, and libertie: And wolde by no meanes abfteyne from iniuries; 
Rauyihynge the women of the Ilandes before the faces of their hufbandes, fathers, and brethrene: By which 
theyr abhomynable myfdemaynour, theydifquietedthemyndes ofallth[e]inhabitantes: In fo much that where fo 
euer they fownde any of owre men vnprepared, they flewe them with fuche fyercenes and gladnes, as thowgh 
they had offered lacryfyce to God. Intendynge therefore to pacifie their troubled myndes, and to punyihe them 
that (lew his men before he departed from thenfe, he fent for the kynge of that vale, which in the booke before, 
we defcrybed to bee at the foote of the mountaynes of the Region of Cibaua. This kynges name was Guarionexius : 
who, the more (Ireyghtly to concyle vnto hym the frendelhyppe of the Admirall, gaue hys fj-Iler to wyfe to 
Didacus, a man from his chyldes age browght vp with the Admiral, whom he vfed for his interpretoure in the 
prouinces of Cuba. After this, he fent for Caunaboa, caiiled the lorde of the howfe of goulde: that is, of the 
mountaynes of Cibaua. For this Caunaboa, he fente one capitayne Haieda, whom the ditionaries of Caunaboa 
had enforced to keepe his howlde byfiegeinge for the fpace of. xxx. dayes, the fortreffe of faynte Thomas, in the 
which Hoieda with his fyftie fouldiers, floode at theyr defence, vntyll the comminge of the Admirall. Whyle 
Hoieda remayned with Caunaboa, many ambaffadours of the kynges of dyuers Regions were fent to Caunaboa, 
perfuadinge hym in no condicion to permitte tlie Chriflians to inhabite the llande, except he had rather feme then 
rule. On the other parte, Hoieda aduertifed Caunaboa to goo to the Admirall, and to make a league of frendefhip 
with hym. But the ambaffadours on the contrary part, threatened hym, that yf he wolde foo doo, the other kynges 
wolde inuade his Region. But Hoieda atmfwered theym ageyne, that wheras they confpired to maynteyne their 
libertie, they Ihuld by that meanes be browght to feniitude and deflxuction if they entended to refill or keepe 
warre ageinil the Chriflians. Thus Caunaboa on the one fyde and the other, beinge troubeled as it were a 
rocke in the fea, beaten with contrary Suddes, and much more vexed with the flormes of his gyltie confcience 
for that he had priuilie flaine, xx. of owre men vnder pretence of peace feared to coome to the Admirall. But 
at the length, hauing excogitated this deceyte, to haue ilayne the Admirall and his coompany vnder the colour 
of frendihippe if oportunitie wold foo haue ferude, he repayred to the Admiral with his hole familie and many 
, other wayting on hym, armed after theyr maner. Beinge demannded why he browght foo greate a rout of men 
with hym, he aunfwered that it was not decente for foo great a prince as he was, to goo foorth of his howfe 
without fuche a bande of men. But the thinge chaunced much otherwyfe then he looked for. For he fell into 
the fnares which he had prepared for other. For wheras by the way he began to repente hym that he came 
foorthe of his howfe, Hoieda with many fayre wordes and promyfes, browght hym to the Admirall : At whofe 
commaundement, he was immediatly taken and put in prifon : So that the fowles of owre men were not longe 
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from their bodies vnreuenged. Thus Caunaboa with all his familie beinge taken, the Admirall was determined 
to runne ouer the Ilande. But he was certified that there was fuch famine amonge th[e]inhabitantes, that there 
was akedye fyftie thoufande menne deade therof : And that they dyed yet dayly as it were rotton fheepe : The 
caufe wherof was wel knowen to bee theyr owne obflinacie and frowardnes. For where as they lawe that owre 
men entended to choofe them a dwelling place in the Ilande, fuppofinge that they myght bane driuen them from 
thence if the vytailes of the Ilande Ihoulde fayle, they determyned with them felues, not only to leaue fowing and 
plantyng, but alfo to deflroy and plucke vp by the rootes euery man in his owne region, that whiche they had 
alredye fowen of both kyndes of breade wherof we made mencion in the fyrll booke. But efpecially amonge 
the mountaynes of Cibaua, otherwyfe cauled Cipanga, for as muehe as they hadde knoweleage that the golde 
which abundeth in that Region, was the cheefe caufe that deteyned owre men in the Ilande. In the meane tyme, 
he fent foorth a Capitayne with a bande of men to fearche the fowthe fyde of the Ilande. Who at his retume, 
reported that throwghe out all the Regions that he trauayled, there was fuche fcarfenes of breade, that for the 
fpace of. xvi. dayes he eate nowght elles but the rootes of herbes, and of younge date trees, or the fmites of 
other wylde trees. But Guarionexius, the kynge of the vale lyinge beneth the mountaynes of Cibaua, whofo 
kyngedoome was not foo wafted as the other, gaue owre menne certeyne vytayles. 

Within a fewe dayes after, bothe that the iourneys myght bee the fhorter, and alfo that owre men myght haue 
more fafe places of refuge, if the inhabitantes fliuld hereafter rebell in lykemaner, he buylded an other fort[r]effe 
(whiche he cauled the towre of Conception) betwene the citie of Ifabdia and faint Thomas fortreffe, in the 
marches of the kyngdome of this Guarionexius within the precincte of Cibaua vpon the fyde of a hyll, hauynge 
a fayre ryuer of holfome water runnynge hard by the feme. Thus when the inhabitantes fawe newe buyldynges 
to bee dayly erected, and owre fhippes lying in the hauen rotten and halfe broken, they beganne to defpayre of 
any hope of hbertie, and wandered vp and downe with heuie chere. From the tovrre of Conception, fearchynge 
diligently the inner partes of the mountaynes of Cibaua, there was a certeine kyng whiche gaue them a maffe 
of mde golde, as bygge as a mans fyft, weighing, xx. vnces. This golde was not fownde in the banke of that 
ryuer, but in a heape of drye earthe : and was lyke vnto the Hone cauled Tofus, whiche is foone refolued into 
fande. This maffe of golde, I my felfe fawe in Caflile, in the famous citie of Methymna Campi, where the 
courte lay all that wynter. I fawe alfo a great piece of pure EkElrum : of the whiche belles and apothecaries 
morters, and many fuche other vefiels and inftrumentes maye bee made, as were in owlde tyme of copper of the 
citie of Corinthus. This piece al EkHrum, was of fuch weight, that I was not onely with both myhandes 
vnable to lifte it from the grownde, but alfo not of ftrengthe to remoue it eyther one waye or an other. They 
affyrmed that it wayde more then three hundreth pownde weight, after, viii. vnces to the pownde. It was 
fownde in the howfe of a certen prynce, and lefte hym by his predeceffours. And albeit that in the dayes of 
th[e]inhabitantes yet liuynge, EleSlrum was no where digged, yet knewe they where the myne therof was: but 
owre men with muche adoo, coulde hardely caufe them to (hewe them the place, they bore them fuche priuie 
hatred. Yet at the length, they browght theym to the myne, beyng nowe ruinate and flopped with (tones and 
rubbiflhe. It is muche eafier to dygge then is the iren myne : and myght bee reftored agein, if myners and 
other woorkemen fkylfuU therin, were appoynted therto. Not farre from the towre of Conception, in the fame 
mountaynes, is fownd great plentie of Amber : and owte of certen rockes of the fame diftilleth a fubilance of 
the yelowe coloure whiche the paynters vfe. Not farre from thefe mountaynes are many greate wooddes, in the 
which are none other trees then brafile, whiche the Italians caule Verzim. But here perhappes (right noble 
prynce) yowe wolde afke what Ihoulde be the caufe, that where as the Spanyardes haue brought owte of thefe 
Ilandes certen ihyppes laden with brafile, fumwhat of goffampine cotton, a quantitie of amber, a lyttel golde, and fum 
fpices, why they haue not broughte fuche plentie of golde and fuche other ryche marchaundies as the fruitfulneife 
of thefe regions feeme to promiffe. To this I anfwere, that when Colonus the admirall was lykewife demaunded 
the caufe hereof, he made anfwere that the Spanyardes whiche he tooke with him into thefe regions, were gyuen 
rather to flepe, pley, and ydleneffe, then to laboure : And were more (ludious of fedition and newes, then 
defyrous of peace and quietneffe: Alfo that beynge gyuen to lycencioufnes, they rebelled and forfooke hym, 
fyndynge matter of falfe accuiations agaynil hym, bycaufe he went aboute to repreife theyr owtragioufenes. By 
reafon wherof he was not yet able to breake the power of the inhabytantes, and freely to poffeffe the full 
dominion of the Ilande. And thefe hynderaunces to be the caufe that hitherto the gaynes haue fcarfely 
counteruayled the charges. Albeit, euen this yere whyle I wryte thefe thynges at yowre requefte, they gathered 
in twoo moonethes the fumme of a thoufande and twoo hundreth poundes weight of golde. But bycaufe we 
intende to fpeake more largely of thefe thynges in theyr place, we wyll nowe retoume from whenfe we haue 
digreffed. When the inhabitantes perceaued that they could by no meanes fhake the yoke from their neckes, they 
made humble fupplication to the Admiral! that theymyght frande to theyr tribute, and apply them felues to reincreafe 
the fruites of theyr countrey, beinge nowe almofte wafted. He graunted them theyr requefle: and appoynted 
fuch order that euery Region ihulde paye their tribute, with the commodities of theyr countreys, accordinge to 
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thejT portion, and at fuche tyme as they were agreed vppon. But the violent famine dyd frutlrate all thefe 
appoyntmentes. For all the trauayles of theyr bodyes, were fcarfely able to fufiice to fynde them meate in the 
wooddes, whereby to fufleyne theyr lyues, beinge of long tyme contented with rootes and the fruites of wyMe 
trees. Vet manye of the kynges with theyr people, enen in this extreme neceflitie, browght parte of theyr • 
tribute: Mode humbly defyringe the Adrairall to haue compaffion of theyr calamities, and to beare with them 
yet a whyle, \ntyll the Hand were reftored to the owlde (late. Promyfmge farther, that that which was nowe 
wantinge, fliulde then bee dowble recompenfed. But fewe of the inhabitantes of the mountaynes of Cibatia, 
kepte theyr promyfe, bycaufe they were forer oppreffed with famine then any of die other. They faye, that the 
inhabitantes of thefe mountaynes, differ no leffe in maners and language from them which dwel in the playnes, 
then amonge vs, the niflicalles of the countrey from gentylmen of the courte : wheras notwithftandinge, they lyue 
botlie as it were vnder one portion of heuen, and in many thinges, much after one faflhion, as in nakednes, and 
rude fimplicitie. But nowe lette vs retume to Caunaboa, the kynge of the howfe of golde, beinge in captiuitre. 
When he perceaued him felfe to be cafle in pryfon, fretinge and gratinge his teethe as it had bin a lyon oi Libia, and 
dayely and nightlye deuifmge with hym felfe howe he myght bee delyucred, beganne to perfuade the Admirall, that 
for as muche as he had nowe taken vnto his dominion the Region of Cipanga or Cihaua (wherof he was king) it 
ftmlde bee expedient to fende thyther a ganyfon of Chriftian men, to defende the lame from the incurfions of his 
owld enemyes and borderers. For he fayde, that itwas Cgnyfied vnto hym, that the countreye was wailed and fpoyled 
with fuche incuriions. By this crafty deuife, he thought to haue browght to paffe, that his brother whiche was in 
that regyon, and the other his kynfefolkes and frendes with their adherentes, (houlde haue taken, eyther by 
fleyghte or force, as many of owre men, as myght haue redeemed hym. But the Adrayrall vnderllandynge his 
crafty meanynge, fente Hoieda with fuche a coompany of men, as might vanquiihe tlie Cibauians, if they fhulde 
moue warre ageynfte them. Owre men had fcarfely entered into the Region, but the brother of Caunaboa 
came agenfle them with an armie of fyue thoufande naked menne, armed after theyr maner with clubbes, 
arrowes typte with bones, and fpeares made harde at the endes with fyre. He Hole vpon owre men beyng in 
one of theyr howfes: and encamped rownde about the fame on euery fyde. This Cibauian, as a man not 
ignorant in the difciplyne of warre, abowte the diilance of a furlonge from the houfe, diuided his armye into 
fyue batayles, appoyntinge to euery of them a circuits by equal diuifion: And placed the froont of his owne 
batayle, directlye ageynfl owre men. When he had thus fet his batayles in good array, he gaue certeyne 
fignes that the hole army fliulde marche forwarde in order with equal paces, and with a larome freflhly aflayle 
theyr enemies, in fuch fort that none might efcape. But owre men iudging b o counter with one of 

the batayles, then to abyde the brunt of the hole army, gaue onfet on the najne la ajle a anged in the playne, 
bycaufe that place was moft commodious for the horfemen. When the h f n n herfore hadde gyuen the 
charge, they ouerthrewe them with the breftes of theyr horfes, and flewe n ny a abode th[e]ende of the 
fyghL The refidue beinge ftryken with feare, difparcled, and fledde to h noun yn s and rockes: from 
whenfe they made a pytifuU houlynge to owre men, defyringe them to fpar h n p o ft nge that they wolde 
neuer more rebelle, but doo what fo euer they woulde commaunde them, if they wolde fuifer theim to lyue in 
theyr owne countrey. Thus the brother of Caunaboa beinge taken, the Admirall licenced the people to reforte 
euery man to his owne. Thefe thinges thus fortunately atchiued this Region was pacified. Amonge thofe 
mountaynes, the vale which Caunaboa inhabited, is cauled Magona, and is excedynge fruitfull ; hauinge in it 
many goodly fpringes: and rjoiers, in the fande wherof, is fownde great plentie of golde. The fame yeare in 
the mooneth of lune, they faye there rofe fuche a boyft[r]ous tempefle of wynde from the fowtheafte, as hath not 
lyghtly ben harde of: The violence hereof was fuch that it plucked vppe by the roots what fo euer greate trees 
were within the reache of the force therof When this whirle wynde came to the hauen of the citie, it beate 
downe to the bottome of the fea, three fliippes which lay at anker, and broke the cables in fundre; and that 
(which is the greater maruad) without any ilorme or rowghnes of the fea, onely tumynge them three or foure 
tymes abowte. The inhabitantes alfo affirme, that the fame yeare, the fea extended it felfe further in to the 
lande, and rofe higher then euer it dyd before by the memory of man, by the fpace of a cubet The people 
therf'ore, muttered amonge them felues, that owre nation hadde trowbled the elementes, and caufed fuch 
portentous fignes, Thefe tempeftes of the ayer (which the Grecians caule Ttf hones, that is, whyrle wyndes) 
they caule, Furacanes: whicji they fay, doo often tymes chaunce in this Ilande: But that neyther they nor 
theyr great grandfathers euer (awe fuche violent and furious Furacanes, that plucked vppe greate trees by the 
rootes : Neyther yet fuche furges and vehement motions on the fea, that foo wafted the lande. As in deede it 
may appeare, for as muche as, where fo euer the fea bankes are nere to any plaine there are in maner euery 
where, floriftiing medowes reachinge euen vnto the ihore. But nowe let vs returne to Caunaboa. As kynge 
Caunaboa therefore and his brother (houlde haue binne browght into Spayne, they dyed by the waye for verye 
penfyuenes and anguyfhe of mynde. The Admiral, whofe (hippes were drowned in the forfayde tempefle,' 
perceauinge him felfe to bee nowe enclofed, commaunded foorihwith two other (hippes (which the Spaniardes 
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caiile Carauelas) to bee made. For he had with hym, all maner of artificers perteyninge therunto ^Vhyle thefe 
thinges were dooinge, he fent foorth Bariholomeus Cohnus his brother, beinge leauetenaunt of the Ilande, 
with an army of men to fearche the golde mynes beinge dyftant three fcore leaques from the citie of Ifabella, 
which were fownde by the conducte of certeyne people of the Ilande, beefore the mynes of Cipanga or Cibaua 
were knowen. In thefe mynes, they fownde certeyne deepe pittes which had byn di^ed m owlde tyme, owte 
of thefe pyttes, the Admirall (who affirmeth this Ilande of Hifpaniola to bee Ophir, as we haue fayde before) 

~ fuppofeth that Salomon the kynge of Hierufakm had his greate ryches of golde wherof we reede in the owlde 
teflamente : And that his fliippes layled to this Ophir by the goulfe of Perfta cauled Sinus FerJUus. But 
whether it bee foo or not, it lyeth not in me to iudge, but in my opinion it is farre of. As the myners dygged 

- the fuperficiall or vppermoU parte of the earthe of the mynes, durynge for the fpace of. vi. miles, and in dyuers 
places fyfted the fame on the drye lande, they fownde fuch plentie of golde, that euery hyred labourer could 
eafely fynde euery day, the weyght of three drammes. Thefe mynes beinge thus fearched and fownde, the 
Lieuetenaunte certifyed the Admirall hereof by his letters. The which when he had receaued the, v. daye of the 
Ides of Marche. Anno. 1495. he entered into his newe Ihippes, and tooke his viage directly toSpayne to aduertife 
the kynge of all his affayres, leauinge the hole regiment of the Iland with his brother the Lieuetenaunte, 



€1 The fyfte booke of the fyrst decade, 
to Lodouike Cardinall of AxAgome. 



Sa.ynt Bominikes 




I Fter the Admyralles departyng into Spain his Brother the Lieuetenaunte, buylded a fort[r]effe 
in the golde mynes, as he had commaunded hym. This he cauled the golden towre, 
bycaufe the labourers fownde golde in the earth and flone wherof they made the waules of 
the fortreffe. He confumed three monethes in makynge the inllrumentes wherwith the 
golde fliulde bee gathered, wafiied, tryed, and molten. Yet was he at this tyme by reafon 
of wante of vitayles, enforced to leaue all thynges imperfecte, and to goo feeke for meate. 
Thus as he with a bande of armed men, had entered three fcore myles further within the 
lande, the people of the countrey here and there refortynge to hym, gaue hym a certen portion of theyr breade 
in exchange for other of owre thynges. But he coulde not long tary here, bicaufe they lacked meate in the 
fortreffe, whyther he hailed with fuch as he had now gotten. Leauyng therfore in the fortreffe a garryfon of 
tenne men, with that portion of the Ilande breade whiche yet remayned, leauynge alfo with them a hownde 
to take thofe kyndes of lyttle beaft.es which they caule Vfias, not muche vnlyke owre conyes, he returned to 
the fortreffe of Conception. This alfo, was the moonthe wherin the kynge Guarionexius, and alfo 
Mankauiexius, bortherer vnto hym, lliulde haue brought in theyr tributes. Remaynynge there the hole 
moonthe of lune, he exacted the hole tribute of thefe twoo kinges, and vytayles neceffary for hym 
and fuche as he brought with hym, whiche were abowt foure hundreth in number. Shortely after, abowte 
the calendes of lulye, there came three Caraueles from Spayne, bringynge with them fundry kyndes of 
vitayles, as wheate, oyle, wyne, bacon, and marckelmas beafe; whiche were dyuyded to euery man accord- 
ynge as neede required. Sum alfo was loft, in the cariage for lacke of good lookyng too. At the arryuall 
of thefe (hyppes, the lieuetenaunte receaued commaundment from the kynge and the Admyrall his brother, that 
he with his men fliulde remoue theyr habitation to the fowthe fyde of the Ilande, bycaufe it was nerer to the 
golde mynes : Alfo that he fhoulde make dilygent fearche for thofe kynges whiche had ilayne the Chriftian men, 
and to fende them with theyr confederates, bownd into Spayne. At the nexte vyage therfore, he fent three 
hundreth captiues with three Kinges; And when he had diligently fearched the coafles of the fouth fyde, he 
tranfported his habitation, and buylded a fortreffe there, vpon the toppe of a hyll, neere vnto a fure hauen. 

This fortreffe, he cauled faynt Dominikes towre. Into this hauen, runneth a ryuer of holfome water, replenyftied 
with fundrye kyndes of good fyfihes. They affyrme this ryuer to haue many benefytes of nature. For, where 
fo euer it runneth all thynges are excedynge pleafaunte and fruitfull: hauynge on euery fyde, groues of date 
trees, and dyuers other of the Ilande frutes fo plentyfuUy, that as they layled alonge by the fhore, often tymes 
the branches therof laden with flowres and fruites, hunge foo oner theyr heades, that they mifc.ite plucke them 
with theyr Iiagdes. Alfo tliat the frutefiilnes of this grownde, is eyther equall with the ioyle of Ifabella, or 
better. In Jfabeila, he lefte only certeyne ficke men and fliippe wrightes, whom he had appointed to make 
certeyne carauels The refidue of his men, he conueighed to the fowth, to iaint Dominickes towre. After he 
had bnylded this fortreffe, leauinge therin a garryfon of xx. men, he with the remanent of his fouldiers, prepared 
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them felues to fearche the inner partes of the Wede fyde of the Ilande, hytherto knowen onely by name. 
Therfbre abowte. xxx. leaques, (that is) foure fcore and tenne myles from the fortreffe, he chaunced on the 
lyuer Naiha, whiche we fayde to defcende from the raountaynes of Cihaua, ryght towatde the fowth, by the 
myddell of the Iland. When he had ouerpaffed this ryuer with a coompanye of armed men diuided into, xxv. 
decurions, that is, tenne in a company with theyr capita)mes, he fent two decurions to the regions of thofe 
kinges in whofe landes were the great woods of brafile trees. Inclyninge towarde the lefte hande, they fownde 
the woodes, entered into them, and felled the hygh and precious trees, which were to that day, vntouched. 
Eche of the decurions fylled certeyne of the Ilande howfes with the trunkes of brafile, there to be referued 
vntyll the Ihyppes came which fiiulde cary them away. But the Lieuetenaunt directinge his ioumey towarde 
the ryght hande, not farre from the bankes of the ryuer oi Naiba, fownde a certeyne kynge whofe name was 
■ Beuchius Anacauchoa, encamped ageynft th[e]inhabitantes of the prouince of Nittbajto fubdue them vnder his 
dominion, as he liad doone manye other kynges of the Ilande, bortherers vnto hymjjThe palaice of this great 
kynge, is cauled Xaragua: and is fituate towarde the Wefte ende of the Ilande, diftante from the ryuer of 
Naiba. xxx. leaques. All the prynces which dwell betwene the Wefle ende and his palaice, are ditionaries 
vnto hym. All that Region from JVaiia, to the furthefte marches of the weile, is vtterly withowte golde, 
althowgh it bee full of mountaynes. When the kynge had elpied owre men, layinge a parte his weapons, and 
gyuinge fignes of peace, he fpake gentelly to them, (incerteyne whether it were of humanitie or feare) and 
demaunded of them what they woolde haue. The Lieuetenaunte aunfweredr That he (hulde paye tribute to 
the Admkall his brother, in the name of tiie Chriftian kynge of Spayne. To whom he layde : Howe can yowe 
requyre that of me, whereas neuer a Region vnder my dominion bringeth foorth golde. For he had harde,, 
that there was a (Irange nation entered into the Ilande, whiche made greate fearche for golde. But he fuppofed 
that they defjTed none other thynge. The leauetenaunt anfwered ageyne : God forbydde dial we (hulde enioyne 
any man to pay fuch tribute as he myght not eafely forbeare, or fuch as were not engendered or growinge in the 
Region ; But we vnderfland that your Regions brynge foorth great plenrie of Goflampine cotton, and hempe, 
with fuche other, whereof we defyre yowe to gyue vs parte. When he harde thefe woordes, he promyfed with 
cherefull countenaunce, to gyue hym as muche of thefe thynges as he wolde requyre. Thus difmiflinge his 
army, and fendynge meffengers beefore, he hym felfe accoompanyed the Leauetenaunte and browght hym to 
his palaice, beinge dyftante {as we haue fayde). xxx. leaques. In al this tracte, they paffed throwgh the luris- 
diction of other princes beinge vnder his dominion : Of the whiche, fume gaue them hempe, of no leffe goodnes 
to make tackelinges for ihippes then owre woodde. Other fume, browght breade, and fum goflampyne cotton ; 
And foo euery of them payde tribute with fuche commodities as theyr countreys browght foorth. At the lengthe 
they came to the kinges manfion place of Xaragua. Before they entered into the palaice, a greate multitude _ 
of die kynges feniauntes and fubiectes reforted to the courte, honorably {after their maner) to receaue theyr 
kyng Beuchius Anacauchoa, with the llrangers which he browght with hym to fe the magnificence of his courte. 
But nowe ihall yowe heare howe they were interteyned. Amonge other tryumphes and fyghtes, two are 
efpecially to bee noted. Fyrlle there mette them a company of. xxx. women, beinge al the kynges wyties and - 
concubines, bearinge in theyr handes branches of date trees, fmginge and daunfinge: They were all naked, 
fauynge that theyr pryuie partes were couered with breeches of goflampine cotton. But the virgins, hauynge 
theyr heare hangynge downe abowte their Ihulders, tyed abowte the foreheade with a fyllet, were vtterly naked. 
They affirme that theyr faces, breiles, pappes, handes, and other partes of theyr bodyes, were excedynge fmoothe, . 
and well proportioned : but fumwhat inclyning to a lonely brown. They fuppofed that they had feene thofe 
mod beawtyfull Dryades, or the natyue nymphes or fayres of the fontaynes wherof the antiquites fpeake fo 
muche. The branches of date trees which they bore in theyr right handes when they daunced, they delyuered 
to the Leauetenaunt with lowe curtefy and fmylynge countenaunce. Thus enteringe mto the kynges howfe, 
they fownde a delycate fupper prepared for them after theyr maner. When they were well refrelhed with 
meate, the nyght draivinge on, they were browght by the kynges officers, euery man to his lodginge, accordyng 
to his degree, in certeyne of theyr howfes abowte the palaice, where they relied them in hangynge beddes 
after the maner of the countrey, wherof we haue fpoken more largely in an other place. 

C The daye folowyng they browght owre men to theur common haule, into the whiche they coome together 
as often as they make any notable games or triumphes, as we haue faid before. Here, after many daunfynges, 
fynginges, malkinges, runnynges, wreftlynges, and other tiyinge of maftryes, foodenly there appered m a large 
plaine nere vnto the haule. ii. greate armies of m«i of warre, whiche the kynge for his paftyme had caufed to bee 
prepared, as the Spaniardes vfe the playe with reedes whiche they caule luga de Canias. As the armies drewe 
neere together, they afiayled the one the other as fierfely, as if mortal ennemies with theyr haners fpleade, flmlde 
fight for theyr goodes, theyr landes, theyr lyues, their Hbertie, theyr countrey, theyr wyues and theyr cliyldren. Soo 
that within the momente of an howre, foure men were flayne, and many wounded. The battayle alfo (houlde haue 
contynued longer, if the kynge had not at the requeft of owre men, caufed them to ceafe. The thyrde day, the 
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Lieuetenant conrdynge the kynge to fowe more plentie of goflanipine vppon the bankes nere vnto the waters 
fyde, that they myghte the belter paye theyr tribute priuately accordynge to the multitude of theyr howfes, he 
repayred to Jfahella to vyfite the ficke men whiche he had tefte there, and alfo to fee howe his woorkes wente for- 
warde. In the tyme of his abfence. xxx. of his men were confumed with diuerfe difeafes. Wherfore beinge fore 
trowbled in his mynde, and in maner at his wyttes ende what he were befl to doo, for as muche as he wanted al 
thynges neceflarie as well to reflore them to healthe whiche were yet acrafed, as alfo vitayles to mayntaine the 
hole multitude, where as there was yet no fhippe coome from Spaine, as at the length he determyned to fende 
abrode the ficke men here and there to mndiye Regions of the Ilande, and to the caflelles which they had 
erected in the fame. For directly from the citie of Ifabella to faynt Dominikes towre, that is, from the north to 
the fouth, throwgh the Hand, they had buylded thus many caflelles. Fyrile. xxxvi. myles diftante from Ifabella, 
they buylded the callell of Sperantia, from Speraniia. xxv. myles, was the caflell of (aynte Catharine, from faynte 
Catharines, xx. myles, was faynt lames toivre. Other, xx. miles from faynte lames towre, was a fljonger 
fortreffe then any of the other, which they cauled the towre of Conception : which he made the (Ironger bicaufe it 
was fituate at the rootes of the golden mountaynes of Cibaua, in the greate and lai^e playne foo fruitefull and 
well inhabited as we haue before defcribed. He buylded alfo an other in the mydde waye betwene the towre 
of Conception and laynt Dominikes towre. The which alfo was flronger then the to\vre of Conception, bycaufe 
it was ivithin the lymittes of a great kynge, hauinge vnder his dominion fine thowfande men : whofe chiefe Citie 
and hcade of tlie Realme, beynge cauled Bonaumn, he wylled that the cailell (hulde alfo bee cauled after the 
fame name. Therfore leauynge the ficke men in thefe cailels and other of the Ilande howfes nere vnto the lame, 
he hym felfe repayred to faynte Dominikes, exactinge tributes of all the kynges whiche were in his waye. When 
he had taryed there a fewe dayes, there was a rumor fpredde, that all the kynges abowte the borders of the 
towre of Conception, had confpyred with defperate myndes to rebell agenfle the Spaniardes. When the 
Lieuetenaunte was certified hereof, he tooke his iorneye towarde them immediately, not beyng difcoraged eyther 
by the lengthe of the waye, or feeblenefle of his fouldyers, beynge in maner forweried with trauayle. As he 
drewe nere vnto them, he had aduertifement that kynge Guarionexius was chofen by the other prynces to bee 
the Capitayne of this rebellion; And that he was enforfed therto halfe vnwilling, beynge feduced by theyr 
perfwafions and prouocations. The whiche is more lykely to be trewe, for that he had before had experience of 
the power and policie of owre men. They came together at a daye appoynted, accoompanied ivith. xv. 
thoufande men, armed after their maner, once agen to proue the fortune of warre. Here the Lieuetenaunte 
confultynge with the Capitayne of the fortreffe and the other fouldiers of whom he had the conducte, determyned 
to fette vpon them vnwares in their owne howfes before they coulde prepare theyr army. He fent foorthe 
therfore to euery kynge, a Centurian, that is, a capitaine of a hundreth, which were commaunded vppon a fudden 
to inuade theyr howfes in the night, and to take them ileepinge, beefore the people (beinge fcattered here and 
there) might affemble togyther. Thus fecreatly enteringe into their vylages, not fortified with waules, trenches, or 
bulwarkes, they broke in vppon them, tooke them, bounde them, and led away euery man his prifoner according 
as they were commaunded- The Lieuetenaunt hym felfe with his hundreth men, aflayled kynge Guarionexius 
as the woorthier perfonage, whom he tooke pryfoner as dyd the other capitaynes theyr kynges, and at the fame 
howre appoynted. Foureteene of theym were browght the iame nyght to the towre of Conception. Shortlye after, 
when he had put to death two of the kynges which were the chiefe autours of this newe reuolte, and had fubomed 
Guarionexius and the other kynges to attempte the fame; lead the people for forowe of theyr kynges (hulde 
neglecte or forfake their countrey, whiche thinge myght haue byn greate incommoditie to owre men, who by 
th[e]increafe of theyr feedes and fruites were oftentymes ayded, he freely pardoned and difmiffed Guarionexius 
and the other kynges. The people in the meane tyme flocked togyther abowte the towre, to the nomber 
of fyue thowfande withowte weapons, with pytiful houling for the delyueraunce of theyr kynges: The ayer 
thundered, and the earth trembeled throwgh the vehemencie of theyr owtcry The Lieuetenaunt warned 
Guariomxius and the other kynges, with threatenynges, with rewardes, and with prorayfes, neuer hereafter to 
attempte any fuche thynge. Then Guarionexius made an oration to the people of the great power of owre men, 
of theyr clemencie towarde offenders, and bberalitie to fuche as remayne faithfull : defyringe them to quiet theyr 
myndes : and from henfefoorth nother in deede nor thowght to interpryfe any thynge ageynfl the Chriilians, but 
to obeye and feruc them, excepte they wolde dayly brynge them felues into further calamyties. When the 
oration was fynylhed, they tooke hym vp and fet hym on theyr fliuiders, and foo caryed hym home to his owne 
palaice. And by this meanes, this Region was pacified for a whyle. But owre men, with heauy countenaunce, 
wandered vppe and downe, as defolate in a (Irange countrey, lackinge vytailes, and wome owte of apparell, 
whereas, xv. moonethes were nowe paJTed fence the Admirals departure : duringe which tyme, they coulde heare 
nothynge owte of Spayne. The Leauetenannt comforted them all that he coulde with fayre wordes and promyfes. 
In the meane tyme, Beuehius Anacauehoa, the kynge of the Wefle partes of the Region oS. Xaragua (of whom 
we fpake before) fente meffengers to the Lieuetenaunt to fignifye vnto hym, that he hadde in a redynes the 
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goflampine cotton and fuche other thinges as he wylled hym to prepare for the paymente of his trybute. 
Whervppon the Lieuetenairat tooke his iomey thyther, and was honorably receaued of the kynge and his fyfler, 
fnmtyme the wyfe of Caunab a the kynge of Ubaua beanng no lefle rule in the gouerniunce of her brothers 
kyngedome, then he hym felfe For thej aftirme her to bee a W7fe womin of good maners and pleafiunt in 
company. Shee emeflly perTuaded her brother by th[e]examplL of her h ilbande to lone and obeye the 
Chriftians. This woman was cauled Amcaona He fownde in the palaice of Beuehiiis 4namuchoa \xxn 
kynges whiche hadde brought theyr tributes ^ith them and abode his comm nge They brought with them 
alfo befyde theyr trj'bute affgncd them further to demerite the fiuour of owre men great plentie of vjtajles: 
as bothe kyndes of breade cunn)ei and fyllhes alredy dryed bjraufe they Ihulde not putnfie Serpentes alfo 
of that kynd which wee fajd to bee efteemed amon^e them as moil deln^te meate and Ijke vnto Crocodiles 
failing in byggenes. Thefe ferpentestheycaule/«ra?/?j, which owre men learned fumewhat to late to haue byn 
engendred In the Ilande. For vnto that day, none of them durfte aduenture to talle of them by reafon 
of theyr horrible deformitie and lothefunmes. Yet the Lieuetenaunt beinge entyfed by the pleafantnes 
of the kynges fyfter, determined to tafte of the ferpentes. But when he felte the flefhe therof to bee fo 
delicate to bis tonge, he fel too, amayne without ai feaie. The which thinge his coompanyons perceauinge, 
were not behynde hym in greedines : In foo muche that they hadde nowe none other talke then of the 
fweetenes of thefe ferpentes; which theyaffyrme to bee of more pleafaunte tafte, then eyther owre phefauntes 
or pertriches. But they lofe theyr talle, excepte they bee prepared after a c t yn faflh n a d o peacockes 
and phefauntes except they bee interlarded beefore they bee rofted. They p ej tl n th f after this 
maner. Fyril takynge owte theyr bowels euen from the throte to the thjgl tl y fl nd rubbe theyr 
bodies very cleane bothe within and withowte. Then rouling them togyth n a ) I n 1 1 after the 
maner of a flepynge fnake, they thrufle them into a potte of no bygger cap t tl t h Id them only. 
This doone, puttinge a lyttle water vnto them with a portion of the Hand j pp th y f th th m with a 



foft fyer of fweele woodde, and fuche as maketh no greate fmoke. 
an excedinge pleafaunte brothe or potage. They fay alfo, that there n 
of thefe ferpentes, which they vfe to feethe by them felues. They a g 
fodde: And may alfo bee referued many dayes after. But haninge yd 
and daintie fare, let vs nowe fpeake of other matters. When the L u 
howfes with the goflampine cotton which he hadde receaued for tr\ e 
gyne hym as muche of theyr breade, as he wolde demaunde. H ^ 
accepted theyr freendly profer. In the meane time whyle this bread 
browght to the palaice oi Beuchius Anacauchoa kynge oi Xaragua, h n 
two carauelles which were lately made there: intendinge to fende the f m 
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The maryners gladde of thefe tydynges, fayled abowte the Ilande, and n rt rt p e browght the (hippe to the 
coaftes of Xaragua. The fyfter of kynge Beuchius Anacauchoa, tha wy e and p e. aunt woman Anacaona, (the 
wyfefumtymeofCiz««afo« the kynge of the golden howfe of the mountaynes of O'^aiw, whose hufbande dyed in 
the way when he ftiulde haue byn caryed into Spayne,) when fliee harde faye that owre (hyppe was arryued on 
the fliore of her natiue countrey, perlhaded the kynge her brother that they bothe myght goo togyther to fee it. 
For the place where the Ihyppe lay, was not pafte. vL myles diflante from Xaragua. They refted all night, in 
the mydde way, in a certeyne vyllage in the which was the treafurye or iewell howfe of Anacaona. Her 
treafure was nother goulde, fyluer, or precious ftones, but only thynges neceilary to bee vfed, as cheyars, 
ftooles, fettels, dyffties, potingers, pottes, pannes, bafons, treyes, and fuche other howfliolde ftuffe and inftju- 
mentes, workemanly made of a certeyne blacke and harde ihyninge woodde which that excellent lemed phifition 
lohn baptifte Elifius, affirmeth to bee hebene. What fo euer portion of wytte nature hath gyuen to the inhabi- 
tantes of thefe Ilandes, the fame doth moft appeare in thefe kynde of woorkes, in whiche they ftiewe great arte 
and cunnyng. But thofe which this woman had, were made in the Iland of Guanahba, fituate in the mouth of 
the wefte fyde of Hifpaniola. In thefe they graue the lyuely Images of fuch phantafies as they fuppofe they 
fee walke by night which the Antiquitie cauled Lemures. Alfo the Images of men, ferpents, beaftes, and what 
foo euer other thyng they haue once feene. What wolde yowe thinke (moft noble Prynce) that they coulde 
doo, if they had the vfe of Iren and fleele ? For they onely fyrfte make thefe fofte in the fyre, and afterwarde 
make them holowe and canie them with a certeyne (lone which they fynde in the ryuers. Of ftooles and 
chayers, (hee gaue the Lieuetenaunt. xiiii. And of veflelles perteynynge to the table and kychen, ftiee gaue hym 
three fcore, fum of wood and fume of earthe. Alfo of goflampine cotton ready fpunne foure great bottomes of 
excedinge weight The day folowing when they came to the fea fyde, where was an other vylage of the kynges, 
the Lieuetenaunt commaunded the (hyppe boat to bee browght to the fliore. The kyng alfo had prepared two 
canoas, paynted after theyr maner: one for hym felfe and certeyne of his gentelraen: an other for his fyfter 
Anacaona and her waytinge women. But Anacaona defyred to bee caried in the (hyppe boate with the 
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Lieuetenaiinte. When they nowe approched nere vnto the lli}"ppe, certeyne great pieces of ordinaunce were 
difcharged of purpofe. The fea was fylled with thunder, and the ayer with fniooke. They trembled and 
quaked for feare, fuppofmge that the frame of the world had byn in danger of fauling. But when they fawe 
the Lieuetenaunte lawgh, and looke chcrefully on them, they cauled ageyne theyr fpirites. And when 
they yet drewe nerer to the fhippe, and harde the noyfc of the fluites, fhalmes, and drummes, they 
were wonderfully aftonyed at the fweete harmony therof Enterynge into the fhyppe and bcholdinge the fore- 
(hippe and the fleme, the toppe caflel, the mafte, the hatches, the cabens, the keele, and the tackelinges, the 
brother fixinge his eyes on the fyfter, and the fyiler on the brother, they were bothe as it were dumme and 
amafed, and wyfle not what to faj e for too muche w onderj nge WTij le beholdinge thefe thinges they wandered 
vp and downe fht fhippe the Lieuetenaunt commaunded the ankers to bee loofed, and the failes to be hoyfed 
vp. Then were they further artonyihcd, when they fawe foo greate a mole, to moue as it were by it felfe, 
without ores and without the force of man For there arofe from the earth fuche a wynde as a man noldehaue 
wyfJied for of purpofe Yet furthermore, when they perceaued the fhyppe to moue fumtyme forwarde and 
fumtyme birkewarde fumtjme towarde the rjght hande and fumtyme towarde the lefie, and that mth one 
wynde and in miner at one inflante, they were at theyr wyttes ende for to muche admiracion Thefe thjngcs 
fynifhed and the fhyppes beinge laden with breade and fuche other rewardes, they beinge alfo recompenfed 
with other of onTe thynges, hi. dilmilltd not ondy the kynge Bmckius Amcauchoa, and his fyfler, but Ijkewife 
all theyr feruauntes and women replenyfhed with loje and woondermge After this, he hym felfe tooke his 
iorney by foote with his fouldiers to the citie of Ifabdla when, he was aduertifed that one Roldanm Xtmenm, 
a nawght) felowe, (whom before btinge his feruinte, he had preferred to bee capitayne ofthemyners and 
labourers, and after made hjm ■\. Judge in caufps of controuerfie) hid \fed hym felfe owtragioufly and was 
malycioufly myndtd agemfl hjm, and further, the caufe of muthe mifchiefe in his abfence For kynge 
Guarionexius (who a whjle before was pardoned of his former rebellion, and perfuaded the people to obey e the 
Spanyardes) was by his niwghty viage and fuche other as were confethered with hym, fo accenfed to reuenge 
the iniunes which the) fufleyned at his handes, byfjde the abhominable actes which they fobwynge onely the 
lawe of nature, abhorred to admytte, that he with his famelie, famjljers, ind ditionaries, of defperatc mynde 
fledde to the mountajnes beinge diflant from Ifabella onelj tenne leaques Weflwarde, towarde the north fyde 
of the fea Thefe mountajnes, and alfo the mhabitantes of the fame they cauie by one name Cigtiaios. The 
greate kyng of al the kynges and rugions of thefe mountajne[s], is cauled Mawbanexius: and his courte or 
palaice is named Captonus The mountaynes are rowgh, hjgh, and fuche as no man can paffe to the toppes 
therof. They are alfo bendynge and haue theyr corners reachmge downe to the fea. Betwene bothe the 
comers of the mounUynes, is there a greate pUyne, by the which many rmers faule from the mountaynes into 
the fea. The people are verye fierfe and warlyke men, hiumg theyr onginal of the Canybales. For when they 
defcende from the mountajnes to the playnes to keepe warre with theyr bortherers, they eate all fuche as they 
kylL Guanonexius therfore, fljinge to this kjng of thefe mountaynes, gaue hym many prefentes of fuche 
thynges as are wantmge m his countrey theniith declannge howe vylely, vylaynoufly, and violently, he had 
byn vfed of Civre men mth whom he could nothingc pieuajle nothtr bv fayre meanes, nor by foule: nother 
by humiljtie nor by floutncs \nd that to bee the caufe of his refortmp,e to hym at thattyme: mofle humbly 
defyring hym to bee his defence ageynfl th[e]opprefrions of fuche myfcheuous people. Mawbanexius here 
vppon, made hym promeffe to ayde and helpe hym ageynfl the Chriftians al that he myght. The Lieuetenaunt 
therfore made hafl to the fortreffe of Conception: whyther as foone as he was coome, l;e fent for Roldanus 
Xeminus, who with fuche as folowed hym, lay in certeyne of the Ilande vylages, twelue miles diflant from the 
fortres. At his comminge, the Leauetenaunt afked hym what al thefe fturres and tumultes meat. He anfwered 
without abafhement : Yowre brother the Admirall hath to do therwith, and (hall anfwere for the lame before the 
kynge. For we perceaue that the kynge hath foo put hym in tmde, that he hath hadde no regarde to vs. 
Here we peryfhe for hunger whyle we folowe yowe : and are dryuen to feeke owre vnhappy foode in the defertes. 
Yowre brother alfo, affigned me affiilant with yowe in goueminge the Ilande. Wherfore fyth yowe haue no 
more refpecte vnto vs, we are determyned noo longer to bee vnder yowre obedience. When Roldanus had 
fpoken thefe wordes and fuche other, the Lieuetenaunte wolde haue layde handes on hym: but he efcaped 
his fyngers, and fledde to the wefle partes of the Region of Xaragua, hauinge ivith hym a trayne of 
threefcore and tenne men whiche were of his confetheracie. Here this fylthy fynke of rebels thus confpired, 
played their rages and lyued with loofe brydels in al kyndes of myfchefe, robbynge the people, fpoyllnge the 
countrey, and rauylhinge bothe wyues and virgines. \Vhyle thefe thynges were doing in the Ilande, the Admirall 
hadde eyght fhyppes appoynted hym by the kinge: Of the whiche he fent two laden with vitayles, from Caks or 
Cades of Hercules pyllers, directly to the Lieuetenaunt his brother. Thefe fhyppes by chaunce arryued fyrfl on 
that fyde of the Ilande where Rolandus Xeminus ranged with his coompanyons. Rolandus in fhorte tyme hadde 
feduced them: promyfinge them in the (leade of mattockes, wenches pappes: for laboure, pleafure: for himger. 



Hosted by Google 



The fyrjt Decade. 



87 




abundance : and for weaiynes and watchinge, fleepe and quietnes. Guarionexius in the meane tyme, aflereiblynge 
a power of his freendes and confetherates, came oftentymes downe into the playne, and flewe as many of the 
Chriftian men, as he coulde meete conuenientlye, and alfo of the Ilande nienne whiche were theyr freendes: 
waflynge theyr grounde, deflroyinge theyr feedes, and fpoyhnge theyr vylages, But Roldanus and his adherentes, 
albeit they had know]eage that the Admiral wolde fhortly coome, yet feared they nothynge bycaufe they had feduced 
the newe menne whiche came in the fyrfte ftiippes. Whyle the Lieuetenaunt was thus toffed in the middefi. of 
thefe (lormes, in the meane tyme his brother the Admyrall fet forwarde from the coafl.es of Spayne: But not 
directly to Hifpa'iiola : For he turned more towarde the fouthe. In the which vyage, what he dyd, what coafles 
bothe of the lande and fea he coompafed, and what newe regions he difcouered, wee wyl fyrfl. declare. For to 
what ende and conclufion the iayde tumultes and feditions came, wee wyll expreffe in th[e]ende of the booke 
folowynge. Thus fare ye welL 



€ The syxte booke of the fyrste decade, 
to Lodouike Cardinal/ 0/ Aragonie. 

^O/onusthe Admyral, the thyrde day of the Calendes of lune, in the yeare of Chrille, 1498. 
hoyfed vp his fayles in the hauen of the towne £arramedabas, not farre diflaote from Cales : 
and fet forwarde on his vyage with eyght fliippes laden widi vytayles and other neceflaries. 
He diuerted from his accuftomed rafe which was by the Ilandes of Canarie, by reafon of 
certeyne frenchemen pirates and rouers on the fea, whiche laye in the ryght way to meete 
with hym. In the way from Caks to the Ilandes of Canarie, abowte foure fcore and ten 
myles towarde the lefte hande, is the Ilande of Madera, more fouthwarde then the citie of 
Ciuile by foure degrees. For the pole artyke is eleuate to CiuHe, xxxvi. degrees: But to this Iland (as the 
mariners faye) only xxxii. He iayled therfore fyrile to Madera. And fendinge from thenfe directly to 
Hifpaniola, the refydue of the ihippes laden with vytayles and other neceflaries, he hym felfe with one fliyppe 
with deckes, and two marchaunt carauelles coafted towarde the fouthe to coome to the Equinoctial \yn^, and ' 
fo furth to folowe the tracte of the fame towarde the Weft, to th[e]intent to fearche the natures of fuche places 
as he coulde fynde vnder or nere vnto the fame, leauinge Htfpaniola on the north fyde on his ryght hande. In ' 
the myddle of his rafe, lye. xiii. Ilandes of the Portugales, whiche were in owlde fyme cauled Hefperides : And 
are now cauled Caput Viride, or Cahouerde. Thefe are/ituate in the fea, ryght ouei ageynil the inner partes of 
Ethiope, Wefl;warde two dayes faylinge. One of thefe the Portugales caule Bonauijla. With the fnayles, or rather » 
tortojdes of this Ilande, many leprous men are healed and clenfed of theyr leprofitie. Departing fodainly from henfe 
by reafon of the contagioufiaes of the ayre, he fayled. CCCCLXXX. [four hundred and eighty] myles towarde the 
Wefte fouthweft, which is the myddeft betwene the wefte and the fouthe. There was he fo vexed with maladies and 
heate (for it was the moneth of Itine)lhat his (hyppes were almofte fette on fyre. The hoopes of his barrels cracked 
and brake, and the freflhe water ranne owte. The men alfo complayned that they were not able to abyde that 
extremitie of heate. Here the oorthe pole was eleuate only. v. degrees from the Horizontall. For the fpace of. 
viii. dayes in the which he fuffered thefe extremites, only the fyrft day was fayre: but all the other, clowdy and 
rayny: yet neuertheleffe feruent hotte. Wherefore it oftentymes repented hym not a little that euer he tooke 
tliat way. Beinge toffed in thefe dangiours and vexations eyght contynuall dayes, at the lengthe an Eaftfoutheafte 
wynde arofe, and gaue a profperous blafte to his fayles. Which wynde folowmge directly towarde the wefte, he 
fownde the ftarres ouer that paralelle, placed in other order, and an other kynde of ayer, as the Admirall hym felfe 
towlde me. And they al affirme, that within three dayes faylinge, they fownde mode temperate and pleafaunte 
■ ayre. The Admirall alfo aflirmeth, that from the clime of the great heate ajid vnholfome ayer, he euer afcended 
by the backe of the fea, as it were by a hygh mountayne towarde heauen. Yet in all this tyme, coulde he not 
once fee any lande. But at the length, the day before the Calendes of luly, the watcheman lookynge foorth of 
the toppecaftell of the greateft ftiyppe, cryed owte alowde for ioy that he efpyed three excedynge hyghe 
mountaynesi Exhortinge his felowes to bee of good cheere, and put away all penfiuenes. For they were very 
heauy and forowfull, as well for the greefe which they fiifteyned by reafon of th[e]intollerable heate, as alfo that 
their freflie water fayled them, which ranne owte at the lyftes of the barels, caufed by extreme heate as we haue 
fayde. Thus beinge we! conforted, they drewe to the lande. Yet at theyr fyrfl approche, they coulde not arryue by 
reafon of the fiialownes of the fea nere the ftiore. Yet lookyng owte of theyr (hyppes, they might wel perceaue 
that the Region was inhabyted and well cultured. For they (awe very fayre gardens, and plea(aunte medowes : 
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. frome the trees and herbes wherof, when the momynge deives beganne to ryfe, there proccaded manye fweete 
fatioTires. Twentie myles diftant from henfe, they chaunced into a hauen, verye apte to harborowe fhippes, but 
it had no ryuer ruiminge into it Sayhnge on yet fumwhat further, he fownde at the lengthe a commodious 
hauen whcrin he might repayre his fhippes and make prouifion of freflhe water and fuell. Arenalis cauleth 

■ this lande Puta. They fownd no houfes nere vnto the hauen : but innumerable fteppes of certein wilde beafles 
feete, of the which they fownde one deade much lyke a goate. The day folowynge, they fawe a Canoa 
commynge a farre of, hauinge in it. xxiiii. younge men of godly corporature and high flaturc, al armed witii 

. targets, bowes and arowes The heare of theyr heds, was longe and plaine, and cutte on the forheade much 
after the maner of the Spanyardes. Theyr priuie partes were couered with fillettes of goffampync cotton, of 
fundry coloures enterlaced: And were befyde al ouer naked. Here the Admirall coiilideringe with hym felfe 
the corporature of this people and nature of the lande, he beleaued the fame to bee foo much the nerer heauen 
then other Regions of the iame paralelle, and further remoued from the groffe vapours of the vales and maryflhes, 
howe muche the hyghede toppes of the byggefl mountaynes are diftante from the deepe vales. For he emeflly 
affirmeth, that in all that nauigation, he neuer wente owte of the paralelles of Ethiope ; So greate difference is 
there betwcne the nature of th[e]inhabitantes and of the foyles of dyuers Regions all vnder one clyme or 
paralelle; as is to fee betivene the people and regions being in the firme lande of Ethiope, and theym of the 
Ilandes vnder the fame clime, hauinge the pole flarre ekuate in the fame degree. For the Ethiopians are all 
blacke, hauinge theyr heare curld more lyke wuUe then heare. But thefe people of the Hand oi Puia (beinge 

. as I haue fayde vnder the clyme of Ethiope) are whyte, with longe heare, and of yelowe colour. Wherfore it is 
apparente, the caufe of this foo greate difference, to bee rather by the difpofition of the earthe, then conftitucion 

' of heauen. For wee knowe, that fnowe fauleth on the mountaynes of the Equinoctiall or bumte lyne, and the 
fame to endure there continually: We knowe lykewyfe that th[e]inhabitantes of the Regions farre dillante frome 
that lyne towarde the northe, are molefted with greate heate. 

([ The Admiral that he myght allure the younge men to him with gentelnes, (hewed them lokynge glaffes, 
fayre and bright veffelles of copper, haukes belles, and fuche other thynges vnknowen to them. But the more 
they were cauled, fo much the more they fufpected crafte and deceate, and fledde backewarde. Yet dyd they 
with greate admiracion beholde owre men and theyr thynges, but ilyll hauinge their ores in theyr handes redy 
to flye. When the Admirall fawe that he coulde by no meanes allure them by gyftes, he thought to proue what 
he coulde do with muficall inftrumentes : and therefore commaunded that they which were in the greatefl Ihippe, 
ihulde play on theyr drummes and (halmes. But the younge men fuppofmge this to bee a token of battayle, 
lefte theyr ores, and in the twyn[k]lynge of an eye hadde put theyr arrowes in theyr bowes and theyr targettes 
on theyr armes : And thus directinge theyr arrowes towarde owre men, (loode in expectacion to knowe what 
this noyfe myght mcane. Owre men lykewife preparinge theyr bowes and arrowes, approched toward them by 
lyttle and lyttlc. But they departinge from the Admirals fhippe, and truflinge to the dexteritie of theyr ores 
came foo neare one of the leffe Ihippes, that one of theym plucked the cloke from the gouernour of that Ihippe, 
and as wel as they coulde by fignes, requyred hym to coome alande, promyfmge feyth that they wolde common 
with hym of peace. But when they fawe hym goo to the Admirals fhippe whether he went to afke leaue that 
he might common with them, fufpectinge heareby fume further deceate, they lept immediatly into the Canoa, 
and fledde as fn7f^ as the wynde. So that to conclude, they coulde by no meanes be allured to familiaritie. 
Wherfore the Admirall thowght it not conuenient to beflowe any longe tyme there, at this vyage. No greate 
fpace frome this Ilande, euer towarde the wefle, the Admirall faith he fownde fo owteragious a faule of water, 
ninninge with fuch a violence from the Ealle to the Wefle, thai it was nothynge inferioure to a myghty flreame 
faulynge from hyghe mountaynes. He alfo confeffed, that fince the fyrfl daye that euer he knewe what the fea 
mente, he was neuer in fuche feare. Proceadlnge yet fumwhat further in this daungerous vyage, he fownde 
certeyne goulfcs of viii. myles, as it had byn the[e]nteraunce of fume greate hauen, into the which, the fayde 
violent flreames dyd faule. Thefe goulfes or flreyghtes, he cauled Os Draconis, that is, the dragons mouth. 
And the Hand directly ouer ageynfte the fame, he named Margarita. Owte of thefe flreyghtes, iflhewed no 
leffe force of freflhe water : whiche encounteringe with the faulte, dyd ftryue to paffe foorth : Soo that hetwene 
bothe the waters, was no fmaule conflict. But enteringe into the goulfe, at the lengthe he fownde the water 
therof very freflhe and good to drjnke. The Admyrall hym felfe, and they which were his companions in this 
vyage, beinge men of good credit, and perceauinge my diligence in fearchinge for thefe matters, towlde me yet 
of a greater thynge. That is, that for the fpace of. xxvi. leaques, amountynge to a hundreth and foure myles, he 
fayled euer by frefhe water ; In fo muche, that the further he proceaded, efpecially towarde the well, he aflSnn- 
eth the water to bee the freflher. After this, he came to a highe mountayne, inhabited onely with moonkeys or 
marmaflts on that part towarde tiie Eafl. For that fyde was rowgh with rockye and flony mountains : And ther- 
fore not inhabyted with men. Yet they that went alande to fearche the countrey, fownde nere vnto the fea, 
many fayre fieldes well tylled and fowen : But noo people, nor yet houfes or cotages. Parhappes they were 
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gone further into the countrey to fowe theyr come and applye theyr hutbandry, as wee often fee owre hufbande 
men to leaue theyr flations and vylages for the fame purpofe. In the wefle fyde of that mountayne, they 
efpyed a large playne, whither they made haile, and caft anker in the brode ryuer. As foone as the inhabi- 
tantes had knowleage that a llrange nation was anyued in theyr coafles, they came flockinge withowte all feare 
to fee owre men. We vnderllode by theyr fygnes and poyntyi^es, that this Region was cauled Paria : and- 
tbat it was very large : In fo muche that the further it reacheth towarde the we/le, to be fo muche the better 
inhabited and replenilhed with people. The Admiral therfore, takynge into his fliyppe foure of the men of 
that lande, fearched the wefle partes of the fame. By the temperatenes of the ayer, the pleafauntnes of the 
grownde, and the niultytude of people which they law dayly more and more as they fayled, they coniectured 
that thefe thynges portended fum great matter : As in deede their opinion fayled them not, as we wyll 
further declare in his place. The foonne not yet ryfen, but beginninge euen now to ryfe, beinge one day allured 
by the pleafauntnes of the place and fweete lauours which breathed from the land to the Ihippes, they went 
alande. Here they fownde a greater multytude of people then in any other place. As owre men approched 
towarde them, there came certeine meffengers from their Cadd, that is, the kynges of the countrey, to defyre 
the Admirall in the name of theyr princes to coome to theyr palayces withowte feare, and that they and al 
theyrs (hulde bee at his commaundement. When the Admirall had thanked them and made his excufe for 
that tyme, there came innumerable people with theyr boates to the ihippes : hauyng for the mofl. parte cheynes 
abowte theyr neckes, garlandes on theyr heades, and brafelettes on theyr armes of pearles of India i And that 
fo commonlye, that owre women in playes and tryumphes haue not greater plentie of ftones of glaffe and cryflall 
in theyr garlandes, crownes, gerdels, and fuche other tyrementes. Beinge alked where they gathered them, 
they poynted to the next Ihore by the fea bankes. They figniiied alfo by certeyne fcornefiil giellures which 
they made with theyr mouthes and handes, that they nothyng efleemed perles. Taking alfo bafkettes in theyr 
handes, they made fignes that the lame might bee fylled with them in (horte fpace. But bycaufe the come 
wherwith his fhyppes were laden to bee caryed into Hiffaniola, had taken hurt by reafon of the lalte water, he 
determined to deferre this marte to a more conuenient tyme. Vet he fent to lande two of the (hippe boates 
laden with men, to th[e]intent to fetch fum garlandes of perles for exchange of our thynges, and alfo fumwhat 
to fearche the nature of the Region and difpofition of the people. They enterteyned owr men gentelly: and 
came flockynge to them by heapes, as it hadde byn to beholde fume ilraunge monfters. Fyrfte there came to 
meete owre men, two men of grauitie, whome the multitude folowed. One of thefe was well in age, and the - 
other but younge. They thinke it was the father with his foonne whiche fhulde fuccede hyra When the one 
had fainted and embrafed the other, they browght owre men into a certeyne rownde howfe, nere vnto the 
whiche, was a greate courte. Hether were browght many chayers and flooles made of a certeyne blacke woodde, 
and very coonningely wrowght After that owre men, and theyr Princes were fette, theyr wayting men came in 
laden, fume with fmidry delicate dyfflies, and fume with wyne. But theyr meate, was only fruites: and thofe 
of dyuers kyndes and vtterly vnknowen to vs. Theyr wyne was both whyte and redde; not made of grapes, 
but of the lycour of dyuers fruites, and very pleafaunte in drynkynge. After this banquette made in the owlde 
mans howfe, the younge man browght them to his tabernacle or mancion place, where was a greate coompany 
bothe of men and women, but they (loode deceauered the one from the other. They are whyte, euen as owre 
men are, fauynge fuche as are much conuerfant in the fonne. They are alfo very gentyll, and full of humanitie 
towarde ftrangiers. They coouer theyr pryuie partes with godampine cotton wrowght with fundry coioures: 
and are befyde all naked. There was fewe or none, that had not eyther a coder, a cheyne, or a brafelette of 
golde and pearles, and many had all Beinge alked where they had that golde, they poynted to certeyne 
mountaynes, feemynge with theyr countenaunce to diffuade owre men from goinge thyther. For puttinge theyr 
armes in theyr mouthes, and grynninge as thowgh they bytte the fame, flylle poyntinge to the mountaynes, they 
feemed to infmuate that men were eaten there; But whether they mente by the Canibales, or wylde beaftes 
owre men cowlde not well perceaue. They tooke it excedinge greeuoullye, that they coulde nother vnderflande 
owre men, nor owre men them. When they which were fente to lande, were returned to the Ihippes abowte 
three of the clocke at after noone the fame daye, bringinge with them certeyne garlandes and coUers of pearles, 
they loofed theyr ankers to departe, myndinge to coome ageyne ihortly, when all thynges were fette in good 
order in Hifpaniola. But he was preuented by an other, which defeated hym of the rewarde of his trauayle. 
He was alfo hyndered at this tyme by reafon of the fhalownes of the fea and violent courfe of the water, which 
with continual toffing, broofed the greatefl (hip as often as any great gale of wynde arofe. To auoyde the 
daungiours of fuche llialowe places, and fhelfes, he euer fent one of the fmauleil carauelles before, to try the 
way with foundinge; and the byggefl. fhyppes folowed behynde. The Regions beinge in the large prouince of 
Paria for the fpace of CCXXX. [two hundred and thirty] myles, are cauled of th[e]inhabitantes, Cumana, and 
Manatafana: from thefe regions diftant three fcore leaques, is there an other Region cauled Curiaiia. WJien 
he liad thus paifed ouer this long tract of fea, fuppofing ftyll that it had byn an Ilande, and doutinge that he 
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might paffe by the Welle to the Northe directlye to Hifpaniola, he chaunced into a ryuer of. xxx. cubettes 
depthe, and of fuch breadth as hath not lyghtly byn harde of For he affirmetli it to bee. sxviii. leaques, A 
lyttle further toward the Wefle, yet fumwhat more fowthwarde as the bending of the Ihore requyred, he entered 
into a fea full of herbes or weedes. The feede of the herbes whiche fwymme on the water, are muche lyke the 
berryes of tlie tree caaled Lentifcus, which beareth the fweete gumme cauled Mafiix. They grewe foo thicke, 
that they fumetyme in maner ilayed the Ihippes. The Admirall reported, that here there is not one daye 
ihorowgiie owte all theyeare muche longer or fliorter then an other: And that the Northe pole is here eleaute 
onely fyue degrees as at Paria, in whofe tracte all thefe coalles lye, Hee alfo declared certeyne thynges as 
concerninge the variete of the northe pole ; The which becaufe they feeme contrarye to th[e]oppinions of all the 
Aflronomers, I wyll touche them but with a drye foote as fayth the prouerbe. But it is wel knowcn (mofle 
noble prince) that the ftarre wliich we caule the pole ftarre, or northe flarre, (cauled of the Italians Tramontand) 
is not the very poynte of the pole Artyke vppon the whiche the axes or extremities of heauens are turned abowte. 
The which thynge may well be proued, if when the Harres fyril appeare, yowe beeholde the pole flarre throwgh 
any narowe hole. For foo, applyinge yowre inllrument therto in the morninge fumwhat before the day 
fpringe haue blemyflied theyr lyght, yf then yowe looke throwgh the iame hole, yowe Ihall perceaue it to bee 
moued from the place where yowe faweit fyrfl. But howe it commeth to paffe, that at the beginnjTige of the euenyng 
twilight, it is eleuate in that Region only fyue degrees in the moneth of lune, and in the morninge twylight to 
bee eleuate. xv. degrees by the fame quaadrante, I doo not vnderJlande. Nor yet doo the reafons which he 
bringeth, in any poynt fatyffye me. For he fayth, that he hereby coniectured, that the earth is not perfectlye 
rownde : But that when it was created, there was a certeyne heape reyfed theron, much hygher then the other 
partes of the fame. So that (as he faith) it is not rownde after the forme of an apple or a bal (as other thynke) 
but rather lyke a peare as it hangeth on the tree : And that Parta is the Region which poffcffeth the fuper- 
eminente or hyghefl parte thereof nerefle vnto heauen. In foo muche that he erneftly contendeth, the earthly 
Paradyfe to bee fituate in the toppes of thofe three hylles, which wee fayde beefore, that the watche man fawe 
owte of the toppe caflell of the ihippe: And that the outragious flreames of the frefhe waters whiche foo 
violentlye iflhewe owte of the fayde goulfes and flryue foo with the falte water, faule headlonge from the toppes 
of the fayde mountaynes. But of this matter, it fhall fuffice to haue fayde thus muche. Lette vs nowe therfore 
returne to the hifloiye from which we haue dygreffed. When he perceaued hym felfe to bee thus inwrapped in 
foo greate a goulfe beyonde his expectacion, foo that he had now no hope to fynde any paflage towarde the 
northe whereby he myght layle directly to Hifpaniola, he n-as enforfed to tume backe the fame nay by the 
which he came, and directed his viage to Hifpaniola by the northe of that lande lyinge towarde the Eafle. 
They which afterwarde fearched this lande more curiouflye, wyll it to bee parte of the continente or firme lande 
of India, and not of Cuba as the Admiral fuppofed. For there are many which affirme that they haue faylod 
rownd abowt Cuba. But whether it bee fo or not, or whether enuyinge the good fortune of this man, they feeke 
occafions of querelinge ageynfle hym, I can not iudge : But tyme fhall fpeake, which in tyme appoynted, 
reuealeth both tmth and falfehod. But whether Paria be Continent or not, the Admirall dothe not muche 
contende. But he fuppofeth it to bee Continente, He alfo affirmeth that Paria is more fouthewarde then 
Hifpaniola, by eyght hundreth fourefcore and two myles. At the length he came to Hifpaniola (to fee his 
- fouldiers which he left with his brethren) the thyrde day of the caiendes of September: In the yeare 1498. 
But (as often tymes chaunceth in humayne thynges,) amonge his foo many profperous, pleafaunte, and luckye 
affayres, fortune mengeled fume feedes of wormewoodde, and corrupted his pure come with the malicious 
weedes of coccle. 
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Hen the Admirall was nowe coome to the Ilande of Hifpaniola, he fownde all thynges 
confounded and owte of order. For Roldanus (of whom wee fpake beefore) refufed in his 
abfence to obey his brother, truflinge to the multitude of fuch as were confethered with him. 
And not onely behaued hym felfe proudely ageynfl the Admiralles brother and Lieuetenaunt ■ 
fumtyme his mailler, but alfo fente letters to his reproche to the kynge of Spayne, therin 
accufmge bothe the brethren, leying heynous matters to theyr charges. But the Admirall 
ageyne, fent mefTengers to the kynge, which myght informe hym of theyr rebellion : Inftantly 
defyringe his grace, to fende hym a newe fupplye of men, wherby he myght fuppreffe theyr liccntloufnes and 
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punyrtie them for theyr mifcheuous actes. They accufed the Admirall and his brother to bee vniuft men, cruel 
enemies and flieaders of the Spanyfhe bludde: declarynge that vppon euery lyght occafion, they wolde racke 
them, hange them, and heade them : And that they tooke pleafure therin. And that they departed from them 
as from cruell tyrantes and wylde beafles reioyfinge in bludde, alfo the kynges enemyes. Affyrminge lykewyfe 
that they well perceaued theyr intente to bee none other then to vfurpe Th[e]empire of the Ilandes: whiche 
thynge (they fayde) they fufpected by a thouland coniectures. And efpecially in that they wolde permitte none 
to reforte to the golde mynes, but only fuche as were theyr familiers. The Admirall on the contrary parte, 
when he defyred ayde of the kynge to infringe theyr infolencie, auouched that al thofe his accufers, which had 
deuifed fuche lyes ageynfte hym, were nowghtye felowes, abhominable knaues and vyiaynes, theues and baudes, 
ruffians aduouterers and rauilhers of women, faulfe periured vagahundes, and fuche as had byn eyther conuict in 
pryfons, or fledde for feare of ludgment: foo efcaping punyfheinent, but not leauinge vice wherin they ilyll 
contynued and browght the fame with them to the Ilande, lyuinge there in lyke maner as before, in thefte, 
lechery, and all kyndes of myfcheefe ; And foo gyuen to Idlenes and lleepe, that wheras they were browght 
thyther for mynets, labourers, and fcullyans, they wolde not nowe goo one furlonge from theyr houfes except 
they were borne on mens backes, lyke vnto them whiche in owlde tyme were cauled Ediks Curuks. For, to 
this office, they put the miferable Ilande men, whom they handeled raofte cruelly. For leafle theyr handes 
(hulde difcontinewe from flieadinge of bludde, and the better to trye theyr (Irength and manhod, they vfed nowe 
and then for theyr pallyme to flryue amonge them felues and proue who coulde moll cleanely with his fwoorde 
at one flroke ilryke of the heade of an innocente. Soo that he which coulde with mode agilitie make the 
hcade of one of thofe poore wretches to flye quyte and cleane from the body to the grounde at one ftroke, he 
was the beil man and counted mofle honorable. Thefe thynges and many fuche other, the one of them layde 
to the others charge beefore the kynge. Whyle thefe thynges were dolnge, the Admirall fente his brother the 
lieuetenatint with an army of foure fcore and tenne footemen, and a fewe horfemen, (with three thoufande of 
the Ilande men which were mortall enemies to the Ciguauians) to meete the people of Ciguaua, with Kynge 
Guarionexius theyr graunde capitayne, who had doone muche myfcheefe to owre men and fuche as fauoured 
theym. Therefore when the Lieuetenaunt had conducted his army to the bankes of a certeyne greate ryuer 
runnynge by the playne which we fayd before to lye betwene the comers of the mountaynes of Ciguaua and 
the fea, he fownde two fcoutes of his enemyes lurkinge in certeyne bulfhes : wherof the one, caRynge hym felfe 
head longe into the fea, efcaped: and by the mouthe of the ryuer fwammeouer to his coompanyons. The other 
beinge taken, declared that in the woodde on the other fide the ryuer, there lay in campe fyxe thoufande 
Cj^auians redy, vnwaies to ailayle owre men paflynge bye. Wherfore the Tieuetenaunte fyndyng a fhalowe 
place where he myght patfe ouer, he with his hole army entered into the ryuer. The which thyng when the 
Ciguauians had efpyed, they came runnynge owte of the wooddes with a terrible crye and mofle horrible afpect, 
much lyke vnto the people cauled Agathyrfi of whom the poete viigile fpeaketh. For they were all paynted 
and fpotted with fundry coloures, and efpeciall with blacke and redde whiche they make of certeyne fruites 
nooryfhed for the fame purpofe in theyr gardens, with the ioyce wherof they paynt them felues from the for- 
heade, euen to the knees: hauing theyr heare (whiche by arte they make longe and blacke if nature deny it 
them) wrethed and rowled after a thoufande faiihions. A man wold thinke them to bee deuylles incarnate newly 
broke owte of hell, they are foo lyke vnto helhoundes. As owre men waded ouer the ryuer, they ffiotte at 
them and hurled dartes foo thicke, that it almoile tdoke the lyght of the fonne from owtb men. In fo miich 
that if they had not borne of the force therof with theyr targettes, the matter hadde gonne wronge with tliem. 
Yet at the length, many beinge wounded, they pafled ouer the ryuer, which thynge when the enemies fawe, tJiey 
fledde: whome owre men perfuinge, fle^ve fume in the chafe: but not many, by reafon of theyr fwyftenes of 
foote, Thus beinge in the wooddes, they fliotte at oivre men more iafely. For they being accuflomed to the- 
wooddes and naked ivithout any lette, paffed throwgh the bufflies and ihrubhes as it had byn wylde bores or 
hartes : wheras owre men were hyndered by reafon of theyr apparell, targettes, longe iauelens, and ignorance of 
the place. Wherfore, when he had refted there all that nyght in vayne, and the daye folowynge lawe none 
lleringe in the wooddes, he went (by the councel and conducte of the other Ilande men which were in his 
armye) immediatly from thenfe, to the montaynes in the which king Maiobanexius had his cheefe manfion 
place in the vylage cauled Capronum, by the which name alfo, the kynges palaice was cauled, beinge in the 
fame vylage. Thus marching e forwarde with his army, abowte twelue myle of, he encamped in the vylage of 
an other kynge, which th[e]inhabitantes had forfaken for feare of oivre men. Yet makynge dyligent fearch, 
they fownde two, by whom they had knowleage that there was tenne kynges with Maiobanexius in his palaice 
of Capronum, with an army of eight thoufand Ciguauians. At the Lieu etenantes fyrfl approche, he durff not 
gyue them battayle vntyll he had fumwhat better fearched the Region : Yet did he in the meane tyme (kyrmylThe 
with them twyfe. The nexte nyght abowte mydnyght, he fent furth fcoutes, and with them guydes of the Ilande 
men which knewe the countrey. Whom the Ciguauians efpyenge from the mountaynes, prepared them felues 
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to the battayle with a terrible crye or alarome after their maner: but yet durll not coome owte of the wooddes, 
fuppofing that the Lieuetenaunt with his mayne array had byn euen at hande. The day folowynge, when he 
brought his army to the place where they eccamped, leaping owt of the wooddes, they twyfe attempted the 
fortune of warre, fiercely aCayling owre men with a mayne force, and woundinge manye before they coulde 
coouer them with theyr targettes. Yet o\¥re men put them to flyght, ilewe many, and tooke many, The 
refydewe fiedde to the wooddes, where they kept them llyll as in their molle fafe houlde. Of them which were 
taken, he fent one, and wyth hym an other of the Ilande men which was of his parte to Maiobanexins with 
commaundement in this effect The Lieuetenaunt brought not hether his army {O Maiobanexins) to kepe 
warre eyther ageynil yowe or yowre people ; For he greately defyrcth yowre frendefhippe. But his entent is, 
that Guarionexius who hath perfuaded yowe to bee his ayde ageynfte hym to the greate deftruction of yowre 
people and vndoynge of yowre countrey, may haue dewe correction afwell for his difobedience towards him, as 
alfo for rayfmg tumultes amonge the people. Wh erf ore, he requyreth yowe and exorteth yowe, to delyuer 
Guarionexius into his handes, The which thynge yf yowe (hall performe, the Admirall his brother wyll not 
only gladly admitte yowe to his frendelliyppe, but alfo enlarge and defende yo;vre dominion. And if herein 
yowe refufe to accomplyfihe his requefle, it wyll folowe, that yowe ihall Ihortelye repent yowe therof! For 
yowre kyngedome Ihall be wailed with fwoorde and fyer, and yowe fhall abyde the fortune of warre wherof 
yowe haue had experience with fe.iioiir, as you ihall further know here after to yowre payne, yf with ilobemes 
yowe prouoke hym to Ihewe the vttermofle of his poure. When the meflenger had thus doone his errante, 
Maiobanexins anfwered, that Guarionexius was a good man, indued with many vertues as all men knewe: And 
therfore he thought hym worthy his ayde : efpecially in as muche as he fiedde to hym for fuccoure, and tliat he 
had made him fuch promeffe, whom alfo he had proued to bee his faithfuU frende. Ageyne, that they were 
nawghty men, violent and cruell, defyringe other mens gooddes, and fuche as fpared not to (heede innocentes 
bludde : In fyne, that he wolde not haue to doo with fuche myfcheuous men, nor yet enter into frendefhippe 
with them. When thefe thynges came to the Lieuetenauntes eare, he commaunded the vyiage to be burnte 
where he hym felfe encamped, with many other vylages there abowte. And when he drewe nere to the place 
where Maiobanexins lay, he fent meffengers to him ageyne, to common the matter with hym, and to wyll hym, 
to fende fume one of his mode feythful frendes to entreate with hym of peace. Where vppon the kynge fent 
vnto hym one of his cheefe gentelmen, and with hym two other to wayte on hym. When he came to the 
Lieuetenauntes prefence, he frendly requyred hym to perfuade his lord and mailer in his name, and erneilly 
to admonyfilie hym, not to fuffer his floryihinge kyngedome to bee fpoyled, or hym felfe to abyde the hafarde 
of warre for Guarionexius fake: And fmther to exhorte hym to delyuer hym, excepte he wolde procure the 
deftruction bothe of hym felfe, his people, and his comitrey. When the meffenger was returned, Maiobanexins 
affembled the people, declaring vnto them what was doone, but they cried owtc on hyra to delyuer Guarttmexius: 
And beganne to curfe the daye that euer they had receaued hym, thus to difturbe theyr quietnes. Maiobanexius 
anfwered them, that Guarionexius was a good naan, and had well deferued of him, giuinge hym many princely 
p f nt : And had alfo tawght both his wyfe and hym to fynge and daunce, whiche thynge he dyd not lyttle 

fl m And was therfore fully refolued in no cafe to forfake hym, or ageynfte all humanitie to betrayc his 
t nd whiche fledde to hym for fuccoure : but rather to abyde al extremities with him, then to minifter occafion 

f obi q ye to flaunderes to reporte that he had betrayed his gefte whom he tooke into his houfe with warran- 
t Tl us difmiffmge the people fighinge and with foroivfuU hartes, he cauled Guarionexius before hym, 

1 yfmge hym ageyne, that he wolde bee partaker of his fortune whyle lyfe laded. In fo muche that he 
th ght t not bede to fende any further woorde to the Lieuetenaunt: but appoynted hym whome before he 
f t t h Tn, to keepe the way with a garrj'fon of men, to th[e]intent that if any meffengers ftiulde be fent from 
th I etenaunt, to fieye them by the way, and admitte none to communication or further entretie of peace. 
In the meane tyme, the Lieuetenaunt fent twoo, wherof the one was a captiue Ciguauian, and the other an 
Ilande man of them which were frendes to owre men : They were bothe taken and llayne. The Lieuetenaunt 
folowed them onely with ten footemen and foiire horfemen. Fyndinge his meffengers deade in the waye, lie 
was further prouoked to wrathe, and determyned more extremely to deale with Maiobanexius. And therefore 
wente forwarde incontinently with his hole army to his cheefe palaice of Capronum where he yet laye in campe. 
At his approche, all the kynges fledde, euery man his way, and forfooke theyr capitayne Maiobanexius: who 
alfo with all his famelye, fledde to the rowgh mountaynes. Sum of the Ciguauians, fowght for Guarionexius to 
fley hym, for that he was the caufe of all thefe troubles. But his feete laued his lyfe. For he fledde in tyme 
to the mountaynes where he lurked in maner alone amonge the defolate rockes. 

Whereas nowe the Lieuetenauntes fouldiers were forweryed with longe warre, with watchinge, laboure, 
and hunger, (for it was nowe three moonethes fence the warres beganne) many defyred leaue to departe to 
the towre of Conception, where they had graneges and exercifed tyllage. He gaue them theyr paffeportes 
with alowance of vytayles, foo that only thyrtie remayned with hym. Thefe three moonethes warre, they 
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contynued very paynefull and myferablye; Soo that duryng al that tyme, they had none other meate but only 
Cazibi; that is, fuche rootes whereof they make theyr breade, and that but fyldome to theyr fyll: Alfo Vfias, 
that is, lyttle beafles lyke Conyes, if by chaunce now and then, they tooke fume with theyr houndes. Their 
drinke was none other then water, fuch as they fownde, fumtyme fweete, and fumtyme muddy faueringe of the 
maryflhes. Emonge thefe delicates, that lyttle ileepe that they had, was euer for the niofle parte abrode vnder 
the firmamente: And that not without watchemen, and in contynual remoouinge as the nature of warre 
requyreth. With thefe fewe therfore, the Lieuetenaunt determined to fearche the mountaynes, dennes, and 
caues, if he coulde in any place fynde the fleppes of Maiobanexius or Guarionexius. In the meane tyme certeyne 
of his menne (whom hunger enforced to goo a huntinge to proue if they coulde take any conies) chaunced 
vppon twoo of Maiobanexius familyers, whiche were fent to certeyne vylages of his, to make prouifion of breade. 
Thefe he enforced to declare where theyr lord lay hydde. And vfed the fame alfo for guides to bringe owre 
men to the place. Twelue of owre men tooke this enterpryfe in hand, painting them felues after the maner of 
the Ciguauians. Soo that by this ilratageme or policie, they came fodenly vppon Maiobanexius, and tooke 
hym prifoner with his wyfe, children, and familie, and conueighed them to the towre of Conception to the 
Lieuetenaunt. Within a fewe dayes after, hunger compelled Guarionexius to coome owte of the dennes: 
whome, certeine of the people fearinge the Lieuetenaunt, bewrayde to owre hunters. The Lieuetenaunt beinge 
certified hereof, fent farthe a bande of foote men, commaunding them to lye in ambuftie vntyll fuche tyme as 
Guarionexius wente from the playnes to the mountaynes, and then foodenly to intrappe hym. They went as 
they were commaunded, tooke hym, and browght hym awaye with them. And by this meanes were 
all the Regions nere abowte, pacified and quyeted. A certeyne noble woman of nere kynred to 
Maiobanexius, and wyfe to an other kynge whofe dominion was yet vntouched, folowed hym in al thefe 
aduerllties. They affirme this woman to bee the fayreil and mode bewetifull that euer nature browght foorthe 
in the Ilande. Whom, when the kynge her hufbande who looued her mode ardently (as her bewetie deferued) 
harde faye that (hee was taken prifoner he wandered vppe and downe the defertes lyke a man owte of his 
wytte, not knowinge what to doo or faye. But at the lengthe, he came to the Lieuetenaunte, promyfmge mofte 
faythfully that he wold fubmitte hym felfe and all that he coulde make, vnder his poure, foo that he wolde 
reflore hym his wyfe. The Lieuetenant accepted the condition and rellored him his wife, with certeyne other 
rulers and gentelmen which he had taken prifoners before : Charginge them, and byndinge them with an othe, 
to bee euer redye at his commaundement Shortly after, this kynge, of his owne free motion, came ageyne to 
the Lieuetenaunt, bringyng with hym fyue thoufande men without weapons, fauynge onely fuche inflriimentes 
as they vfe in tyllage of theyr grownde. He brought with hym alfo, feedes to fowe : wherwith at his owne 
charge, he caufed fuche plentie of theyr come and fruites to growe in fundry places of the large vale whereof 
wee fpake before, that fliortely after, were feene manye fayre and fruitefull fieldes that came therof. And for 
his gentelnes beinge rewarded of the Lieuetenaunte with certeyne of owre thynges, he departed ioyfully. When 
the report hereof came to the Ciguauians, it mooued the myndes of the kynges to hope of clemencie, Where 
vppon they came togyther to the Lieuetenaunt with humble fubmiffion and faythful promeffe euer after to bee 
vnder his obedience : defyring hym to reilore vnto them theyr kynge, with his famylie. At theyr requefle, the 
kynges wyfe and his houfeholde was fette at Libertie, but he kepte ilyll as a prifoner. Thefe thynges dyd the 
Lieuetenaunt in the Ilande, not yet knowinge what his aduerlkries and accufers had layde to his charge before 
the kynge of Spayne : who beii^e difquyeted with theyr querelinges and accufacions, and efpecially for that by 
reafon of theyr difcention, of foo greate abundaunce of golde and other thynges, there was as yet but lyttle 
browght into Spayne, appointed a newe gouemour which (huld fee a redreffe in thefe thinges ; And eyther to 
punylhe fuche as were fautie, or elles to fende them to hym. What was fownde ageynfte the Admirall and his 
brother, or ageynil his aduerfaries whiche accufed hym, I doo not wel knowe. But this I am fure of, that both 
the brethrene are taken, browght, and call in prifon, with their goodes confifcate. But as foone as the kynge 
vndeHloode that they were browght bounde to Gales, he fent meifengers in poile, with commaundemente that 
they (hulde bee loofed and coome freely to his prefence : wherby he declared that he tooke theyr troubles 
greeuouflye, It is alfo fayde, that the newe gouemoure fent letters to the kynge, wrytten with the Admiralles 
hande in (Iraunge and vnknowen fypheringes, to his brother the Lieuetenaunt beinge abfente, wyllynge hym to 
bee in a redynes with a poure of armed men to coome and ayde hym if the Gouemoure (hulde profer hym any 
violence. Wherof the gouemour hauinge knowleage (as he faythe) beinge alfo aduertifed that the Leauetenaunt 
was gonne to his brother before the men which he had prepared were in a redines, apprehended them bothe 
vnwares, before the multitude came togyther. What wyl folowe, tyme, the moite trewe and prudent ludge, wyll 
declare. Thus fare ye welL 
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lIHe gteate, ryche, and plentiftill Ocean fea, heretofore vnknowen, and nowe fownde by Chrijh- 
pliorus Colonus the Admyrall, by th[(;]autoritie and furtherance of the Catholyke kynge, I 
haue prefented vnto yowre honoure (ryght noble Prince) lyke a golden cheyne vnwoorkmanly 
wrought. But yowe fiiall nowe receaue a precious ieweil to bee appendaunt therto. Therfore 
emongc fuche as were pylottes or gouemoures vnder the Admyrall, and had dylygently 
marked the courfes and differences of the wyndes, many had Ucences graunted them of the 
kynge to feeke further of theyr owne charges, vppon condicion to pay hym faithfully his 
portion, which is the fyft parte. But bycaufe emonge all other, one Pdrus Alphonfus (cauled Nigitus by his 
fumame) layled towarde the Southe with more profperous fortune then any of the other, I thinke it befl. firil to 
fpeake fumwhat of his vyage. He therfore, with only one fliippe, well furnylhed at his owne charges, after that 
he had his paffeporte with commaundement in no cafe to cade anker pafte fyftie leaques diilante from any 
place where the Admyrall hadde touched, fayled fyrfle to Faria where the Admyrall fownde bothe the men and 
women foo laden with cheynes, garlandes, and brafelettes of pearles, as wee haue fayde before. Coaflynge 
Iherfore alonge by the lame fhore accordinge to the kynges commaundement, (yet leauinge behynde hym the 
Regions of Cumana and Manampand) he came to the Region which th[e]inhabitantes thereof, caule Curiana : 
where he fownd a liauen (as he faythe) muche lyke the porte of Gades or Caks. In to the which enteringe, he 
fawe a farre of certeyne howfes on the fhore, and perceaued when he drewe nere, that it was a vylage of onely 
eyght howfes. Proceadynge yet further for the fpace of three myles, he efpyed an other vylage well replenyflied 
with people, where there met hym fyftie naked men on a coompany hauinge with them a certeyne ruler, who 
defyred Alphonfus to coome to theyr coailes. He browght with hym at th tyme n any hauk s belles, pynnes, 
nedels, brafelettes, cheynes, garlandes, and ryngcs with counterfet flone a d gl ff and fu h other tryfelles, 
the which within the momente of an houre, he hadde exchaunged fo n of Ih yr p arles which they 

wore abowte theyr neckes and aimes. Then they yet more erneflly d f) d hn to fajl to theyrcoafi.es: 
Promyiynge hym that he (hulde there haue as many pearles as he wolde d fy e H ond [f Jcended to their 
requeile: And the daye folowynge, came to the place where they appoynted h)m Lyinge there at anker, a 
great multytude of people reforted to hym, inllantely requyringe hym to coome alande. But when he confydered 
the innumerable multytude of people which was there affembled, and that he had only, xxxiii. men in his coom- 
pany, he durde not commyt hym felfe to theyr handes, but gaue them to vnderiland by fignes and tokens that 
they (hulde coome to the fliyppe with theyr canoas. For theyr boates (which the men of the Hand caule 
Canoas) are made only of one hole peece of woodde as in the Handes: yet more rude, and not foo artificially 
as theyrs are, Thefe they caule Galliias : They fwarmed therefore to the fliyp as fade as they myght, brynginge 
with them great plentie of pearles (which they caule Tenoras) exchaunginge the fame for owre marchaundies. 
He fownde this people to bee of gentyl nature, fimple and innocente, beinge conueriant with them in theyr 
houfes, for the fpace of. xx. dayes. Theyr houfes are made of woodde, coouered with the leaues of date trees. 
Theyr meate for the mofie parte, is the fhelfyffhes in the whiche pearles are engendred, wherof theyr fea coailes 
are fuL They haue alfo greate plentie of wylde beailes, as hartes, wylde bores, and coonys lyke vnto hares, 
both in colour and by^enes. Stocke doues alfo, and turtle doues. Lykewyfe geefe and duckes which they 
nooryihe in theyr houfes as wee doo. Peacockes flye abowte in maner in euerye woodde and groue: but they 
are not diilinct with fundry coloures as ours are: for the cockes are lyke vnto the hennes. Thefe people of 
Curiana, are craftie hunters and exceding cunning archers, foo that they wyll not lyghtly myffe any beaft or 
byrde that tliey (hoote at. OwTe men confumed certeyne dayes here very pleJauntely. Durynge which tyme, 
who foo euer brought them a peacocke, had for the fame, foure pynnes. He that brought a pheafaunt, had 
twooL And for a Ilocke done or turtle doue, one: And for a goofe, a fmaul lookyng glafle or a lyttle ftone of 
glaffe. Thus they bought and foulde with proferynge and byddynge, denyinge and refufmge as it had byn in 
a greate market. When pynnes were profered them, they alked what they Ihulde doo with them, beinge naked. 
But owre men fatiffied them with a craftie anfwere, declaring by tokens that they were very necefiary to picke 
theyr teeth and to pul thornes owte of theyr fleflhe. But aboue al thynges haukes belles were moll efteemed 
amonge them, for theyr founde and faire coloure: And wolde therfore gyue much for one of them. Owre men 
lodginge in theyr houfes, harde in the nyght feafon horryble noyfes and rorynges of wylde beafl.es in the 
wooddes which are full of exceadinge greate and hygh trees of fundry kyndes. But the beades of thefe 
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wooddes, are not noyfome to men. For the people of the countrey goo dayly a hunting, naked, with theyr 
bowes and arrowes : Yet hath it not byn harde of, that any man hath byn flayne of any wylde beafte. As many 
hartes or wylde bores as owre men woolde defyte them to brynge, they woolde kyll in the wooddes with their 
bowes and arrowes, and not fayle to brynge Uieim. They lacke kynej goates, and iheepe. Theyr breade is 
made of rootes, as is theyrs of the Ilandes. This nation, hath blacke heare, groffe and fumwhat curlde, yet 
longe alfo. They keepe theyr teeth very whyte: And for that purpofe vfe to cary a certeine herbe betwene 
theyr lyppes for the moll parte of the day, and to waffhe theyr mouthes when they call it away. The women 
doo all theyr bufynes at home in theyr howfes, and haue alfo the cure of tyllage of the grounde. But the men 
apply them felues to the warres and huntynge, to playe, fingynge and daunflng. They haue fundry kyndes of 
water pottes, iugges, and drinckinge cuppes made of earthe in other places abowt theym and brought thether 
for exchaunge of other thynges: For they vfe fayres and markettes for the fame purpofe: and are gretly 
defyrous of fuch thynges, as are not brought forth or made in theyr countrey, as nature hath gyuen a difpofition 
to al men to defyre and bee delyted with newe and ftrange thynges. Many of them, had hangynge at theyr ^ 
pearles, the Images of certeine beaftes and birdes very artiflcioufly made of golde, but not pure. Thefe alfo 
are brought them from other places for exchange of other thynges. The golde wherof they are made, is natiue, 
and of much lyke finenes to that wherof the florenes are coyned. The men of this countrey, inclofe theyr 
priuie members in a gourde, cutte after the falhion of a coddepiece: or els, coouer the fame with the flielle of 
a tortoyfe, tyed abowte theyr loynes with kces of goflampine cotton. In other places of that tract, they thnift 
the fynew within the Iheethe therof, and bynde the (kinne fail with a llringe. The greate wylde beaftes wherof 
wee fpake before, and many other thynges whiche are not founde in any of the Ilandes, teftifie that this region 
is part of the continent or firme land. But the chiefeft coniecture wherby they argue the fame, is, that by the 
coailes of that lande, from Faria towarde the wefte, they fay!ed aboute three thoufande myles, fyndynge no 
figne or token of any ende. Thefe people of Curiana (whiche fum caule Curtana) beinge demaunded where 
they hadde fuche plentie of golde, fignified that it was brought them from a Region cauled Canchieia or Cauchieia, 
being diftant from them fyxe foonnes, that is, fyxe dayes ioumey weft.warde: And that theyr Images of goiilde, 
were made in the lame Regioa Where vppon owre men directed theyr vyage thyther immediatly; and - 
anyued there at the calendes of Nouember, in the yeare of Chrill a thoufande and fyue hundreth. The people 
of the comitrey reforted to them withoute feare, bryngynge with them of the golde which we fayde to bee natyue 
in that Region. This people had alfo collers of pearles abowte theyr neckes, whiche were brought them frome 
Curiana for exchange of theyr marchandies. None of them wolde exchaunge any of thofe thinges which they 
had owte of other countreys : as nother the Curians golde, nor the Canchietans pearles. Yet amonge the 
Canchietans, they fownde hot little gold redy gathered. They toke widi them from thenfe, certen very fayre 
maimafets or munkeys, and many popingayes of fundry coloures. In the monethe of Nouember, the ayer was 
there moft temperate, and nothyng coulde. The guardens of the north pole, were owte of fyght to bothe thefe 
people, they are foo nere to the EquinoctialL Of the degress of the pole, they can gyue none other accoumpte. 
Thefe people, are wel difpofed men, of honeft condidons, and nothinge fufpicious. For all moil all the nyght 
longe, they reforted to the (hippe with theyr boates, and went aboorde (hip withowte feare, as dyd the Curians. 
They caule pearles, Corixas. They are fumwhat ielyous. For, when any ftraungers coome emonge them, 
they euer place theyr women behynd them. In this Region of Canchida, the goflampine trees growe of them 
felues commonly in many places, as doo with vs elmes, wyllowes, and ialowes. And therfore they vfe to make 
breeches of cotton, wherwith they coouer theyr pryuie partes in many other Regions there aboute. When 
they had yet (ayled on forwarde by the fame coaftes, there came foorth ageynfte them abowte twoo thoufande 
men, armed after theyr maner, forbydding tliem to coome aUnd. Thefe people were foo rude and faluage, 
that owre men coulde by no meanes allure them to familiaritie. Owre men therfore, contented only widi their 
pearles, returned backe the fame way they came: where they remayned with the Curians continually for the 
fpace of twentie dayes, and fylled theyr bellyes wel with good meate. And here it feemeth to me, not farre 
from my purpofe, to declare what chaunced vnto theim in theyr retume, when they came nowe within the 
fyght of the coafte of Pana. They happened therefore in the way, at Os Dracotiis and the goulfes of Paria, 
{wherof wee fpake before) to meete with a nauie of xviii. Canoas of Canibales which went a rouyng to hunt 
for men. Who as foone as they had efpyed owi men, affailed theyr (hippe fiercely and widiout feare enclofed 
the (ame, difturbing owre men on euery fyde with theyr arrowes. But owre men fo feared them with theyr 
gunnes, that they fledde immediatly, whom owre menne folowinge with the (hippe boate, tooke one of theyr 
Canoas, and in it, only one Canibal (for the other had efcaped) and with hym, an other man bownde: WJio, 
with teares runninge downe his cheekes, and with giefture of his handes, eyes, and heade, fignitied that fyxe of 
his coompanyons had byn crueUy cutte in pieces and eaten of that myfcheuous nation ; and that he fliulde 
haue byn lykewyfe handeled the day folowynge. Wherfore they gaue hym poure ouer the Canyball, to doo 
w-Jth hym what he wolde. Then with the Canibales owne clubbe, he kyde on hym al that he might dryue with 
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hande and foote, griiininge and fretinge as it had byn a wylde bore: Thinkynge that he had not yet fufficiently 
reuenged the death of his corapanyons, when he had beaten owte his braynes and guttes. When he was 
demaunded after what forte the Canibales were woont to iiiuade other contreys, he anfwered that they euer 
vfed to carye with them in theyr Canoas, a greate multitiide of clubbes: The whiche, where foo eucr they 
lande, they pitche in the grownde, and encampe them felucs within the coompaffe of the fame, to lye the more 
fafely in the nyght feafon. In Curiana, they fownde the head of a capitaine of the Canibales, nailed ouer the 
doore of a certeyne gouernoure, for a token of victoriej as it hadde byn the ilanderde or helmette taken from 
the enemye in battayle. In thefe coailes of Paria, is a Region cauled Ilaraia, in the whiche, greate 
plenlie of falte is gathered after a ftrange forte. For the fea beinge there toffed with the poure of the 
wyndes, dryueth the falte waters into a large playne by the fea fyde: where: aftenvard when the fea 
waxeth caulme, and the foonne begynnethe to (hyne, the water is congeled into mode pure and whyte lalte, 
wherewith innumerable (hyppes might bee laden, if men doo reforte thether for the fame beefore there faule 
any rayne. For the rayne meltethe it, and caufeth it to fynke into the fande, and foo by the pores of the earthc, 
to retume to the place from whenfe it was dryuen. Other fay, that the playne is not fylled from the fea, but 
of certeine fpringes whofe water is more fliarpe and fait then the ivater of the fea. Th[e]inhabitantes doo 
greatlye efleeme this bay of fake. Which they vfe, not only for theyr owne commoditie, but alfo woorkinge 
the lame into a fquare forme lyke vnto brickes, they fell it to llrangers for exchaunge of other thynges whiche 
they lacke. In this Region, they flretche and drye the deade bodies of theyr kinges and noble men, layinge 
the fame vpon a certeyne frame of woodde much lyke vnto a hurdle or grediren, with a gentell fyre vnder the 
fame, thus by lyttle and lyttle confuminge the fleflhe and kcepinge the fkynne hole with the bones inclofed 
therein. Thefe dryed carcafes, they haue in greate reuerence, and honour them for theyr houfeholde and 
famyher goddes. They fey that in this place they fewe a man, and in an other place a woman, thus dryed and 
referued. When they departed from Curiana, the. viii. day of the Ides of February to retume to Spayne, they 
had three fcore and. xvi. poundes weight (after, viii. vnces to the pownde) of perles, which they bought for 
exchange of owre thynges, amountinge to the value of fyue fliyllinges. Departinge therfore, they confumed 
three fcore dayes in theyr ioumey (althowgh it were fhorter then frome Hifpa/iiold) by reafon of the contynuall 
courfe of the fea into the wede, whiche dyd not only greately fley the fliippe, but alfo fumtymes dryue it backe. 
But at the length they came home foo laden with perles, that they were with euery maryncr, in maner as com- 
mon as chaffe. But the mafler of the Ihyppe, Petrus Alphonfiis, beinge accufed of his coompanyons that he 
had llowlen a great multitude of precious perles, and defrauded the kynge of his portion which was the fyueth 
parte, was taken of Fernando de Vega, a man of greate leminge and experience and gouemour of GaUccia, 
where they arryued, and was there kepte in pryfon a longe tyme. But he ftyll denyethe that euer he deteyned 
anye parte of the perles. Many of thefe perles were as bygge as hafell nuttes, and oriente, (as we caule it) that 
is, lyke vnto them of the Ealle partes. Yet not of foo greate price, by reafon tliat the holes therof are not foo 
perfecte. When I my felfe was prefente with the ryght honorable duke of Methyna, and was bidden to dyner 
with hym, in the citie of Ciuile, they browght to hym aboue a hundreth and twentie vnces of perles to be 
foulde ; which furely did greatly delyte me with their fayrenes and brightnes. Sum faye, that Alphonfiis hadde 
not thefe perles in Curiana being diilante from Os Dracmis more then a hundreth and t^ventie leaques, but 
that he had them in the Regions of Ctimana and Manacapana, nere vnto Os Dracoms and the Ilande of 
Margarita, For they deny that there is any perles fownde in Curiana. But fithe the matter is yet in con- 
trouerfie, we wyll paffe to other matters. Thus muche yowe haue whereby yowe maye coniecture what 
commoditie in tyme to coome may bee looked for from thefe newe landes of the weft Ocean, whereas at the 
fyrfte difcoueringe, they fliewe fuch tokens of greate ryches. Thus fare ye well. 
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Incentiagnes Pinzonus, and alfo Aries Ptnzonus, his neuie, by his brothers fyde, which accom- 
- panyed the Admiral Colonus in his fyrfte vyage, and were by him appoynted to bee mafters 
of twoo of the fmaule (liippes which the Spaniardes caule Carauelas, beinge mooucd by the 
greate ryches and amplytude of the new landes, fumyfhed of theyr owne charges, foure 
carauels in the hauen of theyr owne countrey which the Spanyardes caule Pahs, bortheringe 
on tire wefle Ocean. Hauynge therfore the kynges licence and paffeporte to depaite, they 
loofed from the hauen, abowte the Calendes of December, in the yeaic 1499. This hauen 
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of Falos is three fcore and twelue myles diftant from Gades, commonly cauled Cales : and three fcore and foure 
myles from Ciuile. All tli[e]inhabitantes of this towne, not one excepted, are greately gyuen to fearchinge of 
the fea, and continually exercyfed in (ayling. They alfo directed theyr vyage fyrfl. to the Ilandes of Canarie by 
the Ilandes of Hrfp^ides, nowe cauled Cabouerde, which fum caule Gorgodes Medudas. Saylinge therfore 
—directly towards the fouthe frorne that Iland of the Hefperides which the Portugales (being poffeffers of the 
^ fame) caule Sanfli lacobi, and departinge frome thenfe at the Ides of lanuary, they folowed the fouthweil wynde, 
beinge in the myddefl betwene the fouth and the wefle. When they fuppofed that they had fayled aboute three 
hundrethe leaqies by the fame wynde, they fay that they lode the fyght of the Northe flaire : and were fhortelye 
after, toffed with excedinge tempeftes bothe of wynde and fea, and vexed with intolerable heate. Yet layled 
they on further (not without greate daunger) for the fpace of twoo hundrethe and fortie leaques, folowing yet 
the fame wynde by the loft pole. Wherfore, whether habitable Regions bee vnder the Equinoctiall lyne or not, 
let thefe men and the owlde wryters, afwel Philofophers as poetes and cofmographers difcuffe. For thefe men, 
affirme it to bee habitable, and raarueloully repleniflied with people : and they, that it is vnhabitable by reafon 
of the foone beames dependinge perpendicularly or directlye ouer the fame. Yet were there many of the oulde 
wryters, whiche attempted to proue it habitable. Thefe maryners beinge demaunded, if they fawe the fouth 
po!e, they anfwered that they knewe no ftarre there lyke vnto this pole, that myght be decerned aboute the 
poynte. But that they fawe an other order of flarres, and a certeyne thicke myft ryfynge from the horizontall 
lyne, which greatly hyndered theyr fyght They contende alfo, that there is a great heape or ryfynge in the 
rayddell of the earth, which taketh away the fyght of the fouthe pole, vntyll they haue vtterly paffed ouer the 
fame. But they verely beleue that they fawe other images of ftarres, muche differinge from the fituation of the 
ilarres of owre hemifpherie or halfe circle of heauen. Howe foo euer the matter bee, as they infoime vs, wee 
certifie yowe. At the lengthe, the feuenth day of the calendes of Februarye, they efpied lande a farre of. And 
feinge the water of the fea to bee troubelous, foundinge with theyr plummet, they founde it to bee. xvi. fathames 
deepe. Goinge a lande, and tarienge there for the fpace of twoo dayes, they departed bycaufe they faw no 
people fteringe, althowghe they fownde certeyne fteppes of men by the fea fyde. Thus grauinge on the trees 
and the ftones nere vnto the fliore, the kyi^es name and theyrs, and the tyme of theyr comming thether, they 
departed. Not farre from this flation, folowynge the fyers on the lande by nyght, they founde a nation lyinge 
. vnder the open fyrmamente after the maner of waire. Owre men thought it not befte to trowble them vntyll . 
■ the morninge. Therefore, at the ryfmge -of the foone, fortie of owre men well armed, werte toward them : 
ageynll whom came furth. xxxii. of them, with bowes, flinges and dartes, euen redy to the feyght. The other 
coompanye folowed them, armed after the lame maner. Owr men affirme that they were of hygher flature then ^ 
eyther the Almaynes or Pannonians. They behelde owre men with frownynge and threatenynge countenaunce. ■ 
But owre men thought it not good to faule to bickeringe with them, vncerteyne whether it were for feare, or 
bycaufe they wolde not dryue them to flight. Wherfore they went aboute to allure them by faire meanes and 
rewardes, But they refufed all kynde of gentehies, and floode euer in a redines to feight, declaringe the fame- 
by fignes and tokens. Thus owr men reforted to theyr ihippes, and they to the place from whence they came, 
without any further bufynes. The fame nyght abowte mydnyght, they fledde, and left the place voyde where 
they lay in campe. Owre men fuppofe them to bee a vagabunde and wanderinge nacion lyke vnto the 
Scythians, withowte houfes or certeyne dwellinge places, lyuinge onely with the fmites of the earth, hauing 
tiieyr wyues and chyldren folowinge tliem. Such as meafured their footefleppes in the fande, affirme with^ 
greate othes, that one of theyr feete is almoft. as longe as twoo feete of owre men of the meane forte. Saylinge 
on yet further, they founde an other ryusr, but not of deapth fufficient to beare the carauels. They fent 
therfore the foure ftiippe boates to lande, ful of armed men to fearch the countrey. They efpyed vppon a 
hyghe hyll nere vnto the fea fyde, a greate multitude of people, to whom owre coompany fent furthe one man 
with certeyne of owre thynges to allure them to exchaunge. And when he had call a haukes bell towarde 
them, they cad downe a wedge of golde a cubette longe. The which as he ftouped to take vppe, they foodenly 
inclofed hym, and caryed hym awaye. But he was fliortly after refcued by his coompanyons, to fum of their 
paynes: for they ilewe eyght of owre men, and wounded many a farre of, with theyr arrowes, and dartes made 
of wood hardened at the endes with fyre. After this, they encoompafed owre fhippe boates within the ryuer, 
and came raiihelye within the reache of owre men, layinge houlde on the boates fydes, where they were thruft 
throwgh and hewen in peeces as it had byn fiieepe, by reafon they were naked. Yet wolde they not for al 
this, gyue ouer: but tooke from owre men one of their boates, hauing noo men in it. For the gouernour 
therof being flayne with an arrowe, the other fledde and efcaped. And thus they lefte this fierce and warlyke 
people, faylinge towarde the northwefte alonge by the fame coaftes, with forowfuU hartes for the death of theyr 
coompanyons. When they had fayled abowte. xl. leaques, they chaunced into a fea of fuche freflhe water, 
that they fylled theyr barelles and hogges heades therwith. Searching the caufe hereof, they vnderstoode that a 
vehement courfe of ryuers difcended with great violence from the toppes of certeyne greate hylles. They fay 
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alfo that there Ij-eth within the fea, many fortunate and fruitfull Ilandes, and well inhabyted: And that th[e]Ln- 
habitantes of this tracte are men of meeke nature ajid fuche as doo not refufe flrangers: Yet lyttle profytable 
to them, bycaufe they had noo marchandyes for their purpofe, as golde or precyous ilones. For lacke wherof, 
they brought frome thenfe thyrtie captiues to fell for flaues. Th[e]inhabitantes caule this Region Mariatambal. 
The Region of the eafle parte of that ryuer, is cauled Canwmorm: And that of the wefle parte, Paricora: In 
the mid lande wherof, th[e]inhabitantes fignified tliat there is greate plentie of golde. For, folowynge this 
ryuer directly toward the Northe (as the bendynge of the Ihore requyred) they recouered ageyne the fyght of 
the north pole. All the coade of this tracte, perteyneth to Paria, the which (as we fayd before) was fyrfl 
founde by Colonus hym felfe, and hath in maner in euery place, greate abundaunce of pearles. They faye that 
thefe coafles are adioynynge vnto, and all one with Os Bracofus, and alfo bortherynge vppon the Regions of 
Cuinana, Manacapana, Curiana, Catichieta, and Cuchibachoa. 'VVherfore they thought it to bee parte of the 
firme lande of India beyonde the tyuer of Ganges. For the greate and large coompaffe therof, dothe not 
permit that it fhulde bee an Ilande. Albeit, the hole earth vncouered with water, largely taken, may bee 
cauled an Ilande. From the poynte of that land where they lofl the fight of the north pole, faylynge by a 
continuall tracke abowte three hundreth leaques towarde the wefle fyde of Paria, they fay that almolle in the 
mydde way, they chaunced into a ryuer cauled Maragnonum, which they affirme to bee of fuch excedinge 
breadth, that it myght feeme incredible, if the antiquitie dyd not make mention of the lyke. Beinge 
demaunded of me if it were not falte water where it diuided the lande, they anfwered, that the water therof 
was very frefihe and fweete : And that the further it ranne, to bee foo muche the frefflier ; Alfo ful! of Ilandes 
and holfome fyfhe. They dare auouche the breadth therof, to bee more then thirtie leaques. Yet if wee well 
weighe and confyder the lat^enes and wydenes of Boriojlomea and Spirioflomea, the mouthes of the famous 
ryuer of IJler (nowe cauled Danubius) and howe farre they violate or corrupte the falte water with their freihenes, 
wee (hall ceafe to marueile, althowgh this other ryuer bee greater. For, who can diminyfihe the poure of 
nature, but that it may make this bigger then the other, and an other bygger then this. And I fuppofe this to 
bee the ryuer wherof Coloniis the Adrairall made mention in the difcription of his vyage in thefe coaftes. But 
wee fliall hereafter haue further knowleage hereof. Let vs nowe thcrfore retume to the commodities of thefe 
Regions They fownde in many Ilandes abowte Paria, great wooddes of brafile trees ; And brought awaye 
with them, three thoufende poundes weight thereof. They lay that the brafile of Hifpaniola, is muche better 
then this, to dye clothe with a more fayre and durable colour. From henfe, foloivynge the wynde {whiche the 
Spanjardes caule Norduejl, and the Italians Grceco) they paflTed by many Ilandes very fruitefull, yet lefte 
defolate and wafted by reafon of the ctueltie of the Canibales. For they went alande in many places, and 
fonnde the mines of many dellroyed howfes. Yet in fum places, they founde men, but thofe exceadinge 
feirefull, fiyinge to the mountaynes, rockes, and wooddes at the fight of euery flraunger or fhippe, and wan- 
dennge without houfes or certeyne abydinge places, for feare of the Caniballes layinge wayte and huntinge after 
them Here they founde thofe great trees which of them felues in dyuers places bringe furth the fruite orfpice 
whiche the Apothecaries caule Caffla fijlula: And that of noo lelTe goodnes then that which the phifitians 
mmiiler to fuch as bee difeafed with the ague. But it was not ripe at theyr beinge there. They affirme that 
there are trees of fuche byggenes, that. xvi. men ioyninge iiandes togyther and tlandinge in coompafle, can 
tcarfelv embrafe fum of them. Emonge thefe trees is fownde that monllrous beaft,e with a fnowte lyke a foxe, 
a tajle Ijke a marmafette, eares lyke a batte, handes lyke a man, and feete lyke an ape, bearing her whelpes 
abowte with her in an owtwarde bellye much lyke vnto a greate bagge or purfe. The deade carkas of this 
beafl, you fawe with me, and turned it ouer and oner with yowre owne handes, manieylynge at that newe belly 
and wonderful! prouiCon of nature. They fay it is knowen by experience, that fiiee neuer letteth her whelpes 
goo owte of that purfe, except it bee eyther to play, or to fucke, vntyl fuche tyme that they bee able to gette 
theyr lyuing by them felues. They tooke this beafte with her whelpes: But the whelpes dyed fiiortely after in 
the Ihyppes. Yet the damme lined certeyne moonethes : But at the length, not beinge able to abyde foo greate 
alteradon of ayer, and chaunge of meate, Ihee dyed alfo in the way. But of this beafle, wee haue fayde enowgh. 
Let vs now therfore retume to the autoures of thefe thynges. Thefe twoo Pmzoni, the vncie and the neuie, 
fulleyned manye great trowbles and horrible tempefles an'd periiles in this nauigation. For when they had nowe 
fayled by the coafles oi Paria abowte. vi. hundreth leaques, and (as they fuppofed) beyonde the citic of Cathay 
- and the coaftes of Eafte India beyonde the ryuer of Ganges, there rofe foodenly foo fierce a tempefte in the 
mooneth of Inly, that, of the foure carauels which they had with them, twoo were drowned euen beefore theyr 
eyes: and the thyrde lyenge at anker, with lyke foodennes caryed owte of theyr fyght throwgh the violence of 
the tempefle ; The fourth alfo lyinge at anker, was foo Ihaken and broofed, that al the feames therof were almoft 
loofed. Yet came they to lande owt of this lafte (hyppe, but vtterlye defpayrynge of the (hyppe, Wherfore 
confultynge with them felues what was beft to bee doone in foo extreeme a cafe, and how to prouide them a 
fafe dwellinge place in thofe Regions beinge owt of al hojie how to departe from thenfe, they determined 
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to fley all the inhabitantes of the contrey nere abovrte them, leafte they with the other fliulde confpire togyther 
to kyl them, but theyr fortune was better. For the carauell which the tempefte had caryed away, was coome 
to them ageyne. This had in it, xviii. men: And the other that remayned, was faued and repayred. With 
thefe two therfore, they tooke theyr vyage du-ectly to Spaine And thus beingetoffed with tempefles and vexed 
with adueriities, they returned to theyr natiue contrey of Polos, to theyr wyues and children, the day before 
the Calendes of October, with the lofle of many of theyr dere frendes and neighbours. They browght with 
them Cinamome and gynger: but not very good, bycaufe they were not there fully feafoned with the heate of 
the foone before they brought them from thenfe. They browght alfo, certeyne precious ilones, whiche BapHJla^ 
Elyfius, that excellen [ h I f ph d j 1 rd fl pp phif fRrmeth to bee trewe Topafes. After 
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fifluh : And fownde that precious medicine cauled of the Spanyardes, Animts album, whofe perfume is of mod 
excellent effect to heale the reumes, murres, and heauines of the heade. As touchinge this vyage, as yet I 
knowe noo other newes that I thought worthy to certifie yowe of. Wherfore, I wyl nowe make an ende of this 
booke, bycaufe yow put me fo often in rememberance of your departure. Yet to accomplyflhe the Decade, I 
wyll declare fumwhat of the fuperftitions of Hifpaniola. Yowe fliall nowe therfore vndertland the iilufions 
wherwith the people of the Ilande haue byn feduced after the errours of the owlde gentilitie, and wandered in 
the ignorance and blyndenes of humane nature corrupted by the difobedience of owr fyril parentes, which hath 
remayned in all nations vpon the face of the earth, except where it hath pleafed god by the lyght of his fpirite 
by his woorde, to poure vppon his electe the grace of renouation, by the lyght wherof the naturall darkenes 
receaueth fume clearenes as in a glafle, vntyli imperfection flialbe abolyflied. Owre men therefore, were longe 
in the Ilande of Hifpaniola, before they knewe that the people thereof honorede any other thynge then the 
lyghtes of heauen, or had any other Religion. But when theye had byne nowe longe conuerfante with them, 
and by vnderflandjmg their language, drewe to a fiirther tamiliaritic, they had knowleage that they vfed dyuers 
rytes and fuperftitions. I haue therfore gathered thefe fewe thynges folowynge, owte of a booke wrytten byv 
one Ramonus an heremyte, whom Colonus had lefte with certeyne kynges of the Ilande to inftruct them in the' 
Chriftian fayth. And bycaufe in maner their hole religion is none other thing then Idolatry, I wyll begynne 
at theyr Idoles. It is therfore apparente by the Images which they honour openly and commonly, that there 
appere vnto them in the nyghte feafons certeyne phantafies and iilufions of euyll fpirites, feduclnge them into 
many fonde and folylhe errours. For they make certeyne Images of goffampine cotton foulded or wrethed 
after theyr maner, and harde flopped within. Thefe Images they make fytting, much lyke vnto the pictures of. 
fprites and deuelles which owr paynters are accuftomed to paint vppon waules. But forafmuch as I my felfe 
fent yowe foure of thefe Images, yowe may better prefently fignifie vnto the kynge yowre vncle, what maner of 
thynges they are, and howe lyke vnto paynted deuelles, then I can exprefle the fame by wrytynge."^ Thefe 
Images, th[e]inhabitantes caule Zemes: wherof the leafte, made to the lykenes of younge deuels, they bind to 
theyr forheades when they goo to the warres ageynil their enemies: And for that purpofe haue they thofe 
(Irynges hangynge at them which yowe fee. Of thefe, they beleue to obteyne rayne if rayne be lackyng, and 
lykewyfe fayre wether. For they thinke that thefe Zemes are the mediatours and meffengers of the greate god, 
whom they acknoivleage to be only one, eternall, withowte ende, omnipotent and inuiflble. Thus euery kynge 
hath his particuler Ztmes which he honoureth. They caule the eternall god, by thefe twoo names, locauna, 
and Guamaonocon, as theyr prediceffours tawght them. Affirminge that he hath a father cauled by thefe fyue 
names: that is, Atiabeira, Mamona, Guaearapita, Liella, Guimazoa. Nowe (hall yowe heare what they 
fable on the earth as touchinge the originall of man. "*" There is in the Ilande a Region cauled Caunana, 
wher they fayne that mankynde came fyrft owte of twoo caues of a mountayne: and that the byggefl. 
forte of men, came furth of the mouth of the byggeil caue, and the leaft forte owte of the leafte 
caue. The rocke in the which thefe caues are, they caule Cauta. The greateft denne, they name 
Cazibaxagua, and the leife Amaiauna. They (ay, that before it was lawful for men to come foorth of 
the caue, the mouth of the caue was kepte and watched nyghtly hy a man whofe name was Machochael. This 
Machochael, departinge fumwhat farre from the caue to th[e]intente to fee what thynges were abrode, was 
foodenly taken of the foonne (whofe fight he was forbydden) and was turned into a ftone. They fayne the lyke 
of dyuers other, that whereas they went foorthe in the nyghte feafon a fyflhynge, fo farre from the caue that they 
collide not retume before the ryfynge of the foone (the which it was not lawful for them to behold) they were 
tranfformed into myrobalane trees, which of them felues growe plentifully in the Ilande. They faye further- 
more, that a certeyne ruler cauled Vagoniona, fent one furth of the caue to goo a fyflhynge, who by lyke chaunce 
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was turned into a nyghtyngale bycaufe the foonne was ryfen beefore he came ageyne to the cane : And that 
yearelye abowte the fame tyme that he was turned into a byrde, he dothe in the nyght with a moomyiigc fonge 
bewajle his mylTortune, and caule for the helpe of his maifler Vagoniona. And this they thynke to bee the 
caufe why that byrde fmgeth in the night feafon. But Vagmiona, beinge fore troubled in his mynd for the 
lofle of his famiher frende whom he loued foo inrierly, leauinge the men in the caue, brought foorth onely the 
w omen w.th theyr fuckynge chyldren, leauinge the women in one of the Ilandes of that tracte, cauled Mathinhw, 
and caryed the chyldren awaye with hym ; which poore wretches oppreiTed with famine, fainted and remained 
on the banke of a certeine ryuer where they were turned into frogges, and cryed toa, tea, that is, mama, mama, 
as chyldren are wont to crye for the mothers pappe. And hereof they fay it commeth that frogges vfe to cry fo 
pytifully m the fprynge tyme of the yeare ; And that men were fcattered abrode in the caues of Hifpaniola 
withowte the companye of women. They fay alfo, that whereas Vagoniona hym felfe, was accuflomed to 
wander in dyuers places, and yet by a fpeciall grace, neuer tranfformed, defcended to a certeyne fayre woman 
whom he lawe in the bottome of the fea, and receaued of her certeyne pibple ftones of marble (whiche they 
caule Cibas) and alfo certeine yelowe and bright plates of laton, whiche they caulc Guaninos. Thefe thynges 
to this day are had in greate eilimation amonge the kynges, as goodly iewels and moll holy reliques. Thefe 
men whiche we Ikyde before were lefte in the caues withowte women, went furth in the nyght (as they (ay) to 
waflhe them felues in a ponde of raine water and fawe a farre of by the way a greate multitude of certeine 
beaftes in (hape fumwhat lyke vnto women, creping as thicke as antes aboute the myrobakne trees : And that 
as they attempted to take thefe beaJles, they flypped owte of their handes as they had byn yeles. Where vppon 
they confulted, and determyned by th[e]aduice of the elders, that al fuche Ihulde bee fowght foorthe amonge 
them, as were fcabbyd and leprous, to th[e]intente that with theyr rowghe and harde handes, they myght th[e]- 
efelyer take holde of them. Thefe men, they caule Caracaracoles : And fente them foorthe a huntinge to take 
thefe bealles. But of many which they tooke, they coulde keepe but only foure : The whiche as they wolde 
haue vfed for women, theyfownde that they lacked womans priuities. Wherefore caulinge th[e]e\ders ageyne to 
counfayle, to confult what were belle to bee done in this cafe, theyr aduice was that the byrde which wee caule 
the Pye, Ihuld bee admitted with his byll to open a place for that purpofe, whyle in the meane tyme thefe men 
cauled Caracaracoles, fliulde hould fall the womens thighes abrode with theyr rowgh handes. Full wyfely ther- 
fore was the pye put to this office, and opened the womens priuities, and hereof the women of the Ilande haue 
theyr original and offpringe. But nowe doo I ceafe to marueyle that the owlde Grekes dyd fable and wryte fo 
manye bookes of the people cauled Myrmidones, which they fayned to bee engendred of antes or piffemeres. 
Thefe and fuche lyke, the fageil and wyfefl of the people, preache continually to the fimple forte, and reherfe 
the fame as mode holy oracles. But it is yet more chyldyfihe that they feble as touchinge th[e]originall of the 
fea. For they faye that there was once in the Ilande, a man of greate power, whofe name was laia : whofe only 
foonne being dead, he buryed hym within a greate gourde. This laia, greuouflye takyng the death of his 
foonne, after a fcwe moonthes, came ageyne to the gourde : The which when he had opened, there iflhewed 
foorth many great whales and other monHets of the fea : where vppon he dedaied to fuche as dwelt abowte 
hym, that the fea was enclofed in that gourde. By which report, foure brethren (borne of one woman 
who dyed in her trauail) beinge moued, came to the gourde in hope to haue many fyflhes. The whiche 
when they had taken in tlieyr handes, and efpied laia comming, (who oftentymes reforted to the gourd 
to yifet the boones of his foonne) fearing leall he Ihulde fufpecte them of thefte and lacrlleage, fodaynely let 
the gourde faule owte of theyr handes: which beinge broken in the faule the fea furthwith brake owte at the 
ryftes therof, and fo fylled the vales, and ouerflowed the playnes, that only the monntaynes were vncouered, 
whiche nowe conteyne the Ilandes which are feene in thofe coades. And this is the oppinion of theyr wyfe 
men as concernynge th[e]originall of the fea. But nowe (mod noble prince) you fliaU heare a more pleafaunt 
fable. There is a certeyne caue cauled louanaioina, in the territorye of a certeyne kynge whofe name is 
Machinnech. This caue they honour more religioufly then dyd the Grekes in tyme palle, Corinth, Cyrrha, or 
Nyfa: And haue adourned it with pictures of a thouland faflhions. In th[e]enterance of this caue they haue 
twoo grauen Zemes, wherof the one is cauled Binihailel, and the other Marobu. Beinge demaunded why they 
had this caue in foo greate reuerence, they anfwered ernetlly, bycaufe the Soonne and the Moone came fyrll 
owt of the lame to gyue lyght to the woride. They haue religious concourfe to thefe caues, as wee are 
accuHomed to goo on Pylgramage to Rome or Vaticane, Compoftele, or Hierufalem, and moll holye and heade 
places of owre Religion. They are alfo fubiect to an other kynde of fuperflition. For they thinke that deade 
folkes walke in the nyght, and eate of the fruite cauled Guannaba, vnknowen vnto vs, and fumwhat lyke vnto a 
quynfe. Affirmynge alfo that they are conuerfant with lyuing people, euen In theyr beddes, and to deceaue 
women in takynge vpon them the Ihape of men, ihewynge them felues as thowgh they wolde haue to doo witli 
them : But when the matter commeth to actual deede, foodenly to vanyflhe away. If any doo fufpecte that a 
deade body lyeth by hym when he feeleth anye ftraunge thynge in the bedde, they fay hee fhalbe owt of dout 
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by feelynge of the belly therof: affirmyng that the fpirites of deade men may take vppon them al the members 
of mans body, (auinge only the nauell. If therfore by lacke of the nauell he doo perceaue that a deade body- 
lyeth by hym, the feelynge is immediatly refolued. They beleue verely, that in the nyght, and often tymes in 
theyr iourneys, and efpecially in common and hygh wayes, deade men doo meete with the lynynge. Ageynfte 
whome, if any man bee ftoute and owte of feare, the phantafye vanyflheth incontinentely. But yf anye feare, 
the phantafy or vyfion doth foo aflaute hym and (Iryke hym with further feare, that manye are thereby aftonyflhed 
and haue the lymmes of theyr bodyes taken. Th[e]inhaby (antes beinge demaunded of whom they had thofe 
vayne fuperllicions, they anfwered that they were lefte them of theyr forefathers as by difcent of inheritance: 
And that they haue had the fame (before the memory of man) compofed in certeine rymes and fonges, which 
it was lawful for none to leme but onely the kynges foonnes, who commytted the fame to memorye, bycaufe 
they hadde neuer any knoweleage of letters. Thefe they fynge beefore the people on certeyne folemne and 
feflinall dayes, as mod religious ceremonies: whyle in the meane tyme they play on a certeyne inftrumente 
made of one bole peece of woodde fumwhat holowe lyke a tymbrell. Their preeft.es and diuines (whom they 
caule Boitios) inflructe them in thefe fuperftitions. Thefe preeftes, are alfo phifitians, diuifinge a thoulande 
craftes and fubtylties howe to deceaue the fimple people which haue them in gteate reuerence. For they 
perfuade them that the Zemes vfe to fpeak with theym familierlye, and tel them of thynges to come. And if any 
haue bin ficke and are recouered, they make tliem beleue that they obteyned theyr healthe of the Zemes. Thefe 
Boitii, bynde them felues to muche faftinge and owtewarde clenlynes and pourgeinges : Efpecially when they 
take vppon them the cure of any Prince. For then they drynke the pouder of a certeyne herbe, by whofe 
qualitie they are dryuen into a furye: At whiche tyme {as they fay) they leme many thynges by reuelation of 
the Zemes. Then, puttinge fecreatiy in theyr mouthes, eyther a (lone, or a bone, or a piece of fleihe, they 
coomme to the ficke perfon, commaundinge al to departe owte of that place, excepte one or twoo, whom it fliall 
pleafe the ficke man to appoynt. This doone, they goo about hym three or foure tymes, greatly deforminge 
theyr faces, lyppes, and nofethrils with fundry fylthy gieftures: blowynge, breathinge, and fuckyng the forheade, 
temples, and necke of the pacient, wherby (they faye) they drawe the euyll ayer from hym, and fucke the difeafe 
owt of his veynes. Then rubbinge hym about the ihoulders, thyghes, and legges, and drawynge downe theyr 
handes clofe by his feete, holdinge them yet falle togyther, they runne to the dore beinge open, where they 
vnclofe and Ihake theyr handes, affirminge that they haue drynen away the difeafe, and that the pacient fliall 
fhortely bee perfectly reftored to health. After this, commynge behynde hym, he conueygheth the piece of 
fleftie owte of his owne mouth like a iuggeler, and (heweth it to the ficke man, fayinge, behoulde what you haue 
eaten to muche : you (hall nowe bee hole, bycaufe I haue taken this from you. But if he intende yet further to 
deceaue the pacient, he perfuadeth hym that his Zemes is angry, eyther bycaufe he hath not buylded hym a chapell, 
or not honored hym religioufly, or not dedicated vnto him a groue or garden. And if it foo chaunce that the 
ficke perfon dye, his kinfiblkes by wytchecrafte enforce the deade to confeffe whether he dyed by natural! deftenye, 
or by the neglygcnce of the Boitiws, in that he had not fafted as he (hulde haue doone, or not myniftred a 
connenient medicine for the difeafe. Soo that yf this phifitian bee founde fautie, they take reuenge of hym. Of 
the (tones or bones which thefe Boitii 'carye in theyr mouthes, yf the women can coome by them, they keepe 
them religioully beleauinge them to bee greatly effectual! to helpe women whiche trauayle with chylde: And 
therfore honours them as they doo theyr Zemes. For dyuers of th[e]inhabitantes, honour Zemes of dyuers 
failhions. Sume make theim of woodde, as they were admonythed by certeyne vifions apperinge vnto them in 
the wooddes. Others, whiche haue receaued anfwere of them amonge the lockes, make them of (lone and 
marble. Sum they make of rootes to the fimilitude of fuche as appeare to them when they are gathering the 
rootes cauled Ages, wherof they make theyr breade, as we haue fayde before. Thefe Zemes, they beleue to fend 
])lentie and frutefidnes of thofe rootes, as the antiquitie beleued fuche fayries or fpirites as they cauled Dryadfs, 
Hamadryeides, Saiyros, Panes, and Nereides, to haue the cure and prouidence of the fea, wooddes, and fprynges 
and fountaynes, afligninge to euery thynge, theyr peculier goddes. Euen foo doo th[e]inhabitantes of this 
Ilande attribute a Zemes to euery thynge, fuppofmge the fame to gyue eare to theyr inuocations. Wherfore, as 
often as the kynges a(be counfaile of their Zemes as concerning their warres, incieafe of fruites or fcarfnes, or 
heahh and fickenes, they enter into the houfe dedicate to theyr Zemes, where, fnuiiinge vp into theyr nofethryls 
the pouder of the herbe cauled Cohobba (wherwith the Boitii are dryuen into a (urye) they fay that immediatly 
they fee the houfes tume topfy turuye, and men to waike with theyr heeles vpwarde; of fuche force is this 
pouder vtterly to take away all fenfe. As foone as this niaddenes ceafeth, he embrafeth his knees with his armes, 
holdynge downe his heade. And when he hath remayned thus a whyle aflonylThed, he lyfteth vp his heade as 
one that came newe owt of fleepe : And thus loking vp towarde heauen, Fyrft he fumbeleth certeyne confounded 
woordes with hym felfe. Then certeyne of the nobilitie or chiefe gentelmen that are about him (for none of the 
common people are admytted to thefe myfleries) with lowde voyces gyue tokens of reioyfmg that he is returned 
to them from the fpeache of the Zemes, demaundynge of hym what he Iiathe feene. Then hee openinge his 
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mouthe, doateth that the Zemts fpake to hym duryng the tyme of his traunce; declaring that he had reuclations 
eyther concerninge victorj-e or deflruction: famyne or plentie: health or fyckenes, or what foo euer happeneth 
fyrfl. on his toonge. Nowe (mofte noble Prince) what neede you hereafter to marueyle of the fpiritu of Apollo 
foo (hakyiige his Sibylles with extreme furie? Yowe had thowght that the fuperftitious antiquitie hadde 
perydied. But nowe wheras I haue declared thus much of the Zemes in generall, I thowght it not good to lette 
paffe what is fayde of them In particuler. They iaye therefore, that a certeyne kynge cauled Giiamaretus, had 
a Zemes whofe name was Corochotum ; who (they fay) was often tymes woonte to defcende from the hyghefle 
place of the houfe where Guamaretus kepte hym fafte bounde. They affirme, that the caufe of this his 
breakynge of his bandes and departure, was eyther to hyde hym felfe, or to goo feeke for meate, or els for the 
acte of generation: And that fumtymes beinge offended, that the kynge Guamaretus had byn negligent and 
(lacke in honouringe hym, he was woont to lye hyd for certeyne dayes. They fay alfo that in the kynges vylage 
there are fumtyme chyldren borne hauing twoo crownes which they fuppofe to bee the children of Corochotum 
the Zanes. They fayne lykewyfe, that Guamaretus beinge ouercome of his enemies in the battayle, and his 
vylage with the palaice confumed with fyer, Corochotus brake his bandes and was afterwarde founde a furlonge of, 
fafe and withowte hurte. He hath alfo an other Zemes cauled Epileguanita, made of woodde, in fhape lyke a foure 
footed beafle : who alfo is fayde, often tymes to haue gonne from the place where he is honoured, into the wooddes. 
As foone as they perceaue him to bee gonne, a great multitude of them gather togyther to feeke hym with deuouCe 
prayers : And when they haue fownde hym, brynge hym home religioufly on theyr fliulders to the chapell dedicated 
vnto hym, But they coomplayne that fence the comraynge of the Chriftian men into the Ilande, he fledde for all 
togyther, and coulde nener fence bee founde, wherby they diuined the deft.ru ction of theyr countrey. They honoured 
an other Zemes in the iykenes of a woman, on whom wayted twoo other lyke men, as they were minifters to 
her. One of thefe, executed th[e]ofiice of a mediatour to the other Zemes which are vnder the power and 
commaundement of this woman, to rayfe ivyndes, cloudes, and rayne. The other is alfo at her commaunde- 
mente a melfenger to the other Zemes whiche are ioyned with her in gouemaunce, to gather togyther the waters 
whiche faule from the hygh hylles to the valleys, that beinge loofed, they may with force burfl. owte into greate 
fluddes and ouerflowe the countrey if the people doo not gyue due honoure to her Image. There remayneth 
yet one thynge woorthy to bee noted, wherwith we wyil make an ende of this booke. It is a thynge well 
knowen, and yet freffhe in memory amonge the inhabitantes of the Ilande, that there was fumetyme twoo 
kynges (of the which one ^^as the father of Guarionexius of whom we made mention before) which were woont 
to abfteyiic fj ue dayes togyther continually from meate and diinke, to knowe fumwhat of theyr Zemes of thynges 
to coome: \nd that for this faflynge beinge acceptable to theyr Zemes, they receaued anfwere of them, that 
K-ithin fewe > earcs, there fliuld coome to the Ilande a nation of men couered with apparell, which Ilm!de 
deftroye al the cuftomes md cerymonyes of the Hand, and eyther fley all theyr chyldren, or brynge them into 
feruitude. The common fort of the people, vnderftoode this oracle to bee mente of the Canibaies. And 
therefore when they had any knowleage of theyr commyng, they euer fledde, and were fully determyned neuer 
more [to] aduenture the battayle with them. But when they fawe that the Spanyardes had entered into the 
Ilande, confultinge amonge them felues of the matter, they concluded that this was the nation which was ment 
by th[e]oracle. Wherin, theyr opinion deceaued them not For they are nowe all fubiecte to the Chriftians, 
all fuche beinge flayne as ftoobemely refifted. Nor yet remayneth there anye memory of theyr Zemes: for 
they are al brought into Spayne, that we myght bee certihed of theyr illufions of euyl fpirites and Idoles, the 
which yowe yowre felfe (moil noble Prmce) hiue feene and felte when I was prefente with yowe. I let paffe 
many thynges bycaufe yow put me m remembrance thit to morowe yowe take yowre iomey towarde yowre 
countrey, to brynge home the queene yowre auite whom yowe accoompanyed hether at the commaundemente 
of kynge Frederyke yowre vncle. WI erfore I bjd jo^e farewel for this tyme, defyrynge yowe to remember 
yowre Martyr, whome yowe haue co i[ ellc In the name of the kynge yowre vncle, to gather thefe fewe 
thynges owte of a lai;ge feelde of hyftoryes. 
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■IT the fyril begynnynge and newe attempte, when Colontis had taken vppon hym th[e]enter- 
pryfe to fearch the Ocean fea, I was eniellly moued and requyred by the letters of certeyne 
of my frendes and noble men of Rome to wryte fuche thynges as (houlde happen. For they 
whyfpered with greate admiracion, that where as there were many newe landes founde, and 
nations which lined naked and after the !awe of nature, they coulde here noo certentie 
therof, beinge greately defyrous of the lame. In this meane tyme had fortune ouerthrowne 
Afcauius (his brother I.odouike beinge call owt of Mylayne by the frenchmen) whofe 
autoritie wold not fuffer me to bee idle, but euer to haue my pen in hande. To hym I wryte the twoo fyrfl 
bookes of this decade, befyde many other of my hyd commentaries whiche yowe (hall fee (hortely. Fortune 
dyd noo leffe withdrawe my mynde frome wrytynge, then diflurbe Afcanius from power. As he was toffed with 
contrary fiormes and ceafed to perfuade me, euen foo flacked my fenientnes to enquyre any further, vntyl the 
yeare of Chrifte. 1500. When the court remayned at Granata where yowe are viceroye: At which time 
Lodouike the Cardinall of Aragonie, neuie to kynge Frederike by his brothers fyde (beinge at Granata with 
the queene Parthenopea the fyller of owre catholike kynge) browght me kynge Frederikes letters, wherby he 
exhorted me to fynyrtie the other bookes whiche folowed the twoo epyilell bookes, which I wryte to Afcanius. 
For they both acknowleaged that they hadde the copie of all that I wryte to cardinall Afcanius. And albeit 
that euen then I was ficke (as yowe knowe) yet tooke I the burden vppon me, and applyed my felfe to wrytynge. 
I haue therfore chofen thefe fewe thynges, owte of a greate heape of fuche as feemed to me moll woorthy to 
bee noted amonge the laige wrytynges of the autoures and fearchers of the fame. Wherfore, forafmuch as yowe 
haue endeuoured to wrefle owt of my handes the hole exemple of al my woorkes, to adde the fame to the 
innumerable volumes of yowre librarie, I thowght it good nowe to make a breefe reherial! of thofe thynges _ 
which were done from that yeare of a thowfande and fyue hundreth, euen vnto this yeare which is the tenth " 
from that. For I entende to wryte more largelye of thefe thynges hereafter, if god graunte me lyfe. I hadde 
wiytten a hole booke by it felfe of the fuperllitions of the people of the Ilande, fuppofmge therwith to haue 
accomplylhed the hole Decade confitlynge of tenne bookes. But I haue added this to the tenthe as a per- 
pendiculer lyne, and as it were a backe guyde or rerewarde to the other: So that yowe may knytte the fyril 
tenthe, to the nynthe, and impute this to occupie the place of the tenthe to fyli vp the Decade. This order 
haue I appoynted, left I ihulde bee compelled often times to wryte ouer the hole woorke, or fende yowe the 
lame defaced with blottes and interlynyngc. But nowe let vs coome to owre purpofe. The Ihippe mailers 
and maryners ranne ouer many coaftes durynge thefe tenne yeares : But euer folowed fuche as were fyrlle 
fownde by Colonus. For rafinge continually alonge by the tracte of Faria, which they beleue to bee parte of 
the firme lande or continent of ealle India, fume of theym chaunced vppon certeyne newe landes towarde the 
ealle, and fume towarde the welle, in which they fownde bothe goulde and frankenfence. For they browght 
from thenfe many iewels and ouches of golde, and greate plentie of frankenfence, whiche they had of the 
people of thofe countreys, partely for exchange of fume of owre thynges, and partely by force, ouercommynge 
them by warre. Yet in fume places, althowgh they bee naked, they ouercame owre men, and flewe hole 
armyes. For they are excedinge fierce, and vfe venemous arrowes, and longe (laues lyke iauelens, made harde 
at the ende with fyer. They fownde many beatles, both creepinge and foure footed, muche differinge from 
owres, variable and of fundiye fliapes innumerable: yet not hurtfull, excepte Lyons, Tygers, and Crocodiles. 
This I meane in fundry Regions of that greate lande of Paria: but not in the Ilandes: Noo not foo much as 
one. For all the bealles of the Ilandes, are meeke and withowte hurte, except men which (as wee' haue fayde) 
are in many Ilandes deuourers of mans fleflhe. There are alfo dyuers kyndes of foules. And in many places 
battes of fuch bygnes, that they are equall with turtle doues. Thefe battes, haue often tymes aflauted men in 
the nyght in theyr fleepe, and foo bytten them with theyr venemous teethe, that they haue byn therby almofte 
dryuen to madnes, in foo much that they haue byn compelled to flye from fuch places, as from rauenous harpies. 
In an other place, where certeyne of them flepte in the nyght feafon on the fandes by the fea fyde, a monller 
commynge owte of the fea, came vppon one of them fecreatly and caryed hym away by the myddelle owte of 
the fight of his felowes to whome he cryed in vayne for helpe vntyll the bealle lepte into the fea with her praye. 
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It was the kynges pleafure that they fliukle remayne in thefe landes, and buylde toivnes and fortreffes. Where 
vnto they were foo wel wyllynge, that dyuers profered them felues to take vppon them the fubduing of tlie 
lande, makyng great fute to the kynge that they might bee appoynted therto. The coalle of this ttacte is 
exceadyiige greate and large; and the Regions and laodes therof extende marueloiis farre; Soo that they 
affirrae the. continent of thefe Regions with the Ilandes abowte the lame, to bee thryfe as bygge as al Europe, 
befyde thofe landes that the Portugales haue fownde fouthwarde, whiche are alfo exceadynge large. Therfore 
doubtlelTe Spayne hathe defenied greate prayfe in thefe owre dayes, in that it hath made knowen vnto us foo 
many thonfandes of Antipodes which leye hyd before and vnknowen to owTe forefathers ; And hath thereby 
mynydrcd fo large matter to wryte of, to fuche lerned wytles as are defytous to fette furthe knowleage to the 
commoditic of men : to whom I opened a way when I gathered thefe thynges rudely to gyther as yowe fee : 
The which, neuertheleffe I truil yowe wyll take in good parte, afwell for that I can not adourne my rudenes 
with better veilure, as alfo that I neuer tooke penne in hande to wryte lyke an hiftoriographer, but only by 
epillels fcribcled in hafle, to fatiffie theym, from whofe coraniaundementes I myght not drawe backe my foote. 
But now I haue digreffed enowghe. Let vs nowe therefore retunie to Hifpaiiiola. Owre men haue founde by 
experience, that the breade of the Hand is of fmaule flrength to fuch as haue byn vfed to owr breade made of 
wheate i And that theyr llren[g]thes were much decayed by vfynge of the fame. ^^Tierfore the king hath of late 
commaunded that wheate fhulde bee fowen there in diuers places and at fundry tj-mes of the yeare. It groweth 
into holowe reedes, ivith fewe eares, but thofe verye bygge and frutefull. Theyfynde the lyke foftcnes or delicatenes 
to bee in herbes, which growe there to the height of come. Neal or cattail, becoome of bygger flature and 
exceadynge fat, but theyr flefflie is more vnfauery, and theyr bones (as they (ay) eyther withowte marye, or the 
fame to bee verye wateryflhe. But of hogges and fwyne, they affirme the contrarye, that they are more holfoome 
and of better talle, by reafon of certeyne wyide fnites whiche they eate, bcinge of muche better noorylhement 
then made. There is almoft. none other kynd of fleflhe commonly foulde in the market The multitude of hogges, 
are excedingly encreafcd, and becoome wylde as foone as they are owte of the fivyneheardes keepynge. They 
haue fuche plentie of bealles and foules, that they Ihall heareafter haue noo neede, to haue any brought from 
other places. Th[e]incTeafe of all beaftes, growe bygger then the broode they came of, by reafon of the rankenes 
of the pallure, althowgh theyr feadynge bee only of graffe, withowte eyther barley or other grayne. But wee 
haue fayde enowgh oi Hifpaniola. They haue nowe fownde that Ctiba, (which of longe tynie they thowght to 
haue byn firroe lande for the greate length therof) is an Ilande, Yet is it noo maruell that th[e]inhabitantes them 
felues towlde oivre men when they fearched the length therof, that it was withowte ende. For this nacion being 
naked and contente with a lyttle, and with the limittes of theyr owne contrey, is not greatly curyous to know 
what theyr neyghbours doo, or the largenes of theyr dominion. Nor yet knewe they if there were any other 
thinge vnder heauen, befyde that whiche they walked on with theyr feete, Cuba, is frome the Eafte into the 
Welle, muche longer then Hifpaniola: And in breadthe from the Northe to the Southe, much lefle then they 
fuppofed at the fyrfli for it is very narowe in refpecte to the length; And is for the mofle parte, very frutefull 
and pleafeunt, Eaflwarde not farre from Hifpaniola, there lyethe an Ilande, Icife then Htfpaniola more tlien by 
the lialfe, which owre men cauled San6U lohannis, beinge in maner fquare. In this they founde excedynge ryche 
golde mynes. But beinge nowe occupied in the golde mynes of Hifpaniola, they haue not yet fent labourers into 
that Hand. But the plentie and reuenewe of golde of al other Regions, gyue place to Hifpaniola, where they 
gyue theim felues in maner to none other thynge then to gather golde, of which woorke this order is appoynted. 
To euery fuch wyttie and (kylfull man as is put in trufle to bee a furuoier or ouerfeer of thefe woorkes, there is 
affigned one or more kynges of the Ilande ivith theyr fubiectes. Thefe kynges accordyng to theyr league, coome 
with theyr people at certeyne tymes of the yeare, and reforte euery of them to the golde myne to the whicli he is 
affigned: where tliey haue all maner of dy^inge or myninge tooles deliuered them: And euery kynge with his 
men, haue a certeyne rewarde alowed them for theyr labour. For when they departe from the mynes to fowynge 
of come, and other tyllage (whemnto they are addict at certeyne other tymes, leafle theyr foode (hukle fayle 
them) they receaue for theyr laboure, one a ierken, or a dublet, an other a iherte, an other a cloke or a cappe. 
For they nowe take pleafure in thefe thynges, and goo no more naked as they were wont too doo. And thus 
they vfe the helpe and laboure of the inhabitantes both for the tyllage of theyr ground, and in theyr gold mines 
as thowghe they were theyr feruauntes or bondemen. They beare this yoke of feruitude with an euyll wyll; but 
yet they beare it They caule thefe hyred labourers, Anaborias. Vet the kynge doth not fuffer that they fiiulde 
bee vfed as bondemen: And onely at his pleafure they are fette at libertie or appoynted to woorke. At fuche 
tyme as they are cauled together of theyr kynges to woorke (as fouldiers or pioners are affembled of theyr 
centurians) many of them flele away to the mountaynes and wooddes, where they lye lurkynge, beinge content 
for that tyme to lyue with wyld fnites, rather then to take the paynes to laboure. They are docible and apte to 
lerne, and haue nowe vtterly forgotten theyr owlde fuperilicions. They beleue godly, and beare wel in memory 
fuche thynges as they haue lemed of owre faith. Theyr kynges children are brought vp with the chiefefi of owre 
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men, and are mftructed in letters and good maners. When they are growen to mans age, they fende them home 
to theyr countreys to bee exemple to other, and efpecially to goueme the people if theyr fathers bee dead that 
they maye the better fet foorthe the Chriftian Religion, and keepe theyr fubiectes in loue and obedience. By 
reaJbn whereof, they coome iiowe by fayre meanes and gentell peifuafions to the mynes which lye in twoo 
Regions of the Ilande aboute thirtie myles diflante frome the citie of Dominica : wherof the one is caiiled Sanfii 
Chriftophori: And the other being diftante aboute foure fcore and tenne myles, is cauled Cibaua, not farre from 
the cheefe hauen cauled Porius Regalis. Thefe regions are very large: In the which in many places here and 
there, are fownd fumtyme euen in the vpper crull of the earth and fumtyme amonge the ftones, certeyne rounde 
pieces or plates of golde, fumtyme of fmaule quantitie, and in fum places of great weyghti In fo muche that there - 
hath byn found rounde pieces of three hundreth pounde weyght, and one of three thoutande, three hundreth - 
and tenne pounde weyght : The whiche (as yowe harde) was fente hole to the kynge in that (hyppe in the which 
the gouemour Boadilla was comming home into Spayne, the (hyppe with all the men beinge drowned by the 
way, by reafon it was ouer laden with the weight of golde and multytude of men. Albeit, there were moo then ■ 
a thowefande perfons whiche fawe and handeled the piece of golde. And wheras here I fpeake of a pounde, 
I doo not meane the common pounde, but the fumme of the ducate of golde, with the coyne cauled Trims, 
which is the thyrde parte of a pounde, whiche they caule Pefus. The fum of the weyght hereof, the Spanyardes 
caule Cajfdlanum Aureum. Al the golde that is dygged in the mountaynes of Cibaua and Porte Regale, is 
caryed to the towre of Conception, where ihoppes with al thynges apperteyninge are redy fumyflhed to fyne it, 
melte it, and cade it into wedges. That doone, they take the kynges portion therof, whiche is the fyfle parte, 
and foo reftore to euery man his owne whiche he gotte with his labour. But the golde whiche is fownde in 
feynt Chrillophers myne and the Region there aboute, is caryed to the (hoppes whiche are in the vylage cauled 
Bonaumlura. In thefe twoo Ihoppes, is molten yerely, aboue three hundreth thoufand pounde weight of golde." 
If any man bee knowen deceatefully to keepe backe any portion of golde, whereof he bathe not made the kynges 
officers pryuie, he forfiteth the fame for a fyne. There chaunce amonge them often tymes many contentions 
and controuerfies, the whiche onleffe the magillrates of the Ilande doo fynyflhe, the cafe is remoued by appellation 
to the hyghe counfayle of the courte, from whofe fentence it is not lawful! to appele in all the dominions of 
Callyle. But lette vs nowe returne to the newe landes frome whenfe we haue digreffed. They are imiumerable, 
dyuers, and exceadynge fortunate. Wherfore the Spanyardes in thefe owre dayes, and theyr noble enterpryfes, 
doo not gyue place eyther to the factes of Saturnus, or HtratUs, or any other of the ancient princes of famous 
memorie which were canonized amonge the goddes cauled Heroes for theyr fearchinge of newe landes and 
regions, and bringinge the lame to better culture and ciuihtie. Oh God : howe laa^e and farre thai owre 
pofteritie fee the Chridian Religion extended? Howe large a campc haue they nowe to wander in, whiche by 
the trewe nobilitie that is in theym, or niooued by vertue, wyll attempte eyther to deferue lyke pra)^e amonge 
men, or reputacion of well doinge before god. What I conceaue in my mynde of thefe thynges, I am not able 
to expreffe with penne or tonge. I wyll nowe therfore foo make an ende of this perpendiculer conclufion of the 
hole Decade, as myndinge hereafter to fearche and gather euery thynge particulerlye, that I maye at further 
leafure wryte the fame more at lai^e, For Cohnus the Admiral with foure (hyppes, and a hundreth threefcore 
and teime men appoynted by the kynge, difcouered in the yeaie of Chriile. 1502. the lande ouer ageynile the 
wefte corner of Cuba, diftant from the tame aboute a hundreth and thirtie leaques: In the myddeft of which 
tracte, lyeth an Ilande cauled Guanaffa. From henfe he directed his vyage backewarde towarde the Eafle 
by the fhore of that coaft, fuppofmge that he Ihulde haue founde the coaftes of Faria: but it chaunced 
otherwyfe. It is ikyd alfo that Vincentins Agnes (of whom we haue fpoken before) and one Johannes Diaz 
{with dyuers other of whofe vyages I haue as yet no certeyne knowleage) haue ouer runne thofe coaftes. 
But if God graunt me hfe, I truft to know the truthe hereof and to aduertife yowe of the fame. Thus fare 
ye well 
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CTHE FYRST BOOKE OF THE SECONDE DECADE, 

TO LEO BYSSHOP OF ROME, THE TENTHE OF THAT NAME, 

Of the fuppofed Continent or firme lande. 
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IENSE the t) me that Galeahus Bulnganus of Bononie.and Johannes 
Oiif/us of Florence (mode holye father) came to the catholyke 
kjoge of Spayne the one of yowre holynes amhafage, and 
th[e]other for th[e]affaires of his common welth, I was euer for 
the mode parte m thejr coomf anie, and for theyr vertues and 
(\jredoome had theym m greate reuerence. And wheras they 
were greatlj gyuen to fludye, ind continuall reuoluinge of 
d\uers autours they chaunced vppon certeyne bookes negli- 
j,entl} let Hyppe owte ot my handes entreatinge of the large 
lindes and Regions hetherto Ijinge hyd, and almoft weft 
Atiiipi Its fownde of late by the bpanyardes. Yet beinge 
illnred and dehted with the ne\ienes and ftrangenes of the 
matter although rudel> adoumed they commended the fame : 
Iherwith emendy defynn^e me m theyr owne names, and 
leciujring me in the name of jowr holynes, to adde here 
\ nto all fuLhe thynges as were fownde after that tyme,and to gyue 
theoiacofie thereoftofendeto jowre holynes, that yowe myght 
therby \ iiderftande bothe howe greate commoditie is chaunced 
1 1 n) f mankjnde, as alfo increale oi the militante congregation m thefe owre dayes, by the fortunate 
n irjf f he kynf,es of Spiyne For Ijke as rafed or \npaynted tibles are apte to receaue what 
f n f ire fyrft dravsen theron by the hinde of the pajntei eucn foo thefe naked and fimple 

p pi d f ne receaue the cuflomes of owre Religion and by conuerfition with owre men, fhake of 
h J fi d natme barbaroufnes I haue thought it good therfore to fitiffie the requea of thefe 

-jf n n fp ciaOy %finge th[e]autontie of yome name, I'shemnto not to haue obeyed, I ftiulde 
ft en mj f If to haue commytted a he; nous offence Wherefore I imI nowe brefely reherfe in order, what 
hyd ft h Spanjardes ouerranne nho were the autours therof where they refted, what further hope they 
b wgh i fjnallye what great thjnges thofe tractes of landes doo promefle in tyme to coome. In the 
d la n f y decade, of the Ocean which is nowe printed and difpcrfed throwghowte Chriflendome 
nw e n I defcnbed howe Chrtjl phorus Co/onus fownde thofe Ilandes wherof we haue fpoken, and that 
umyng f n henfe towarde the leftehande fouthwarde, he chaunced into greate regions of landes, and large 
feas, diilant from the Equinoctial lyne, onely trom fjoie degrees to teni e where he founde brode ryuers and 
exceadinge hjgh mount r)ne& couered with fnowe and harde by the fca bankes where were many commodious 
and quyet hauens But Coioms being now deputed o^vte of this lyfe the kynge beganne to take care, howe 
thofe landes mj^jht be inhabited with Chriftian men to th[e]increafe of owre tajth: Where vppon he gaue 
licence by his letters patentee to al fuch as w olde take the matter m hand and efpecially to twoo, wherof Diego 
Mcuefa^dsont and the other was Alphmfus Fogeda Wherfore about the Ides of December, Alphonfus 
departinge fjra with thite hundreth fouldiers from the Ilande o'l Htfpanwla (m the which wee fayde the Span- 
yardes had builded a citie and planted theyr habitacion) and fajlynge m maner fuU fouthe, he came to one of 
the hauens founde before whiche Cohnus named Partus Carihagmts bothe bycaufe of the Ilande ftandynge 
ageynfte the courfe of the ftreame and alfo that by reafon of the largenes of the \\-\<x and bendynge fydes, it 
is muche hke to the haucn of Spaine cauled Cattkago Th[e]inhabitantes caule the Ilande Codego, as the 
Spanyardes caule the Ilande of theyr hauen Scofnh a This Region is cauled of the inhabitantes Caramairi: 
In the which the} affirmc bothe the men and women to bee of goodl} flature but naked. The men haue 
theyr hearc cutte rownde by the)r eares but the women were it lon^e Bothe the men and women are very 
goodarchers Owre men fownde certen trees in this prouince which bore greate plentie of fweete apples, but 
hurteful, for they tume into wormes when they are eaten Efpecially the (hado^^e of the tree, is contagious, 
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for fuche as Heepe vnder it any tyme, haue theyr headdes fwolne and lofe theyr fight. But if they flcepe but a 
whyle, theyr fyght commeth ageyne after a fewe dayes. This porte is dydant foure hundreth fyftie and fyxe 
myles from that parte of Hifpaniola which the Spanyardes caule Beata, in the which alfo they furnyfflie them 
felues when they prepare anye vyage to feeke other newe landes. When Fogeda had entered into the hauen, 
he inuaded, flewe, and fpoyled the people, whome he founde naked and fcattered. For they were gyuen hym 
for a praye, by the kynges letters patentes bycaufe they hadde bin before tyme cruel ageynll the Chriflians, and 
coulde neuer bee allured to permytte them quietly to coome within theyr dominions. Here they founde gold, 
but in no greate quantitie, nor yet that pure. They make of if, certeyne bred plates and brooches, whicJi they 
weare for coomelynes. But Fogeda not content with thefe fpoyles, vflnge certeyne captiues whiche he had 
taken before, for guydes, entered into a vyllage twelue myles diftante frome the fea fyde further into the lande, 
into the whiche they were fledde whom he fyril inuaded. Here he founde a naked people, but apte to warre. 
For they were armed with targettes, fhieldes, longe fwoordes made of wood, and bowes with arrowes typte with 
bone, or hardened with fyer. As foone as they had efpyed owre men, they with their gelles whom they had 
receaued, aflayled them with defperate myndes, beinge therto more erneflly prouoked, beholding the calamitie 
of thefe whiche fledde vnto theym, by the violence doone to theyr women and chyldren, in the fpoyle and 
flawghter. In this conflicte owre men had the ouerthrowe : In the which, one Johannes de Lacqffcs (beinge in 
autoritie nexte vnto Fogeda the capitayne, and alfo the lyrfle that gathered golde in the fandes of Vrabd) was 
flayne with fyftie fouldiers. For thefe people infecte theyr arrowes with the deadly poyfon of a certeyne herbe. 
The other with theyr capitayne Fogeda beinge difcomfited, fledde to the fhyppes, Whyle they remayned thus 
in the hauen of Carthago forowfuU and penfyue for the loflTe of their companions, the other capitayne Diego 
Nkmfa, (whom they lefte in Hifpaniola, preparyng hym felfe towaide the vyage in the hauen Beata) came to 
theim with fyue (hippes and feuen hundrethe foure fcore and fyfteene menne. For the greater number of 
fouldyers, folowed Nimefa, both bycaufe free libertie was gyuen them to choofe which of the capytaynes them 
lyil, and alfo that by reafon of his age, he was of greater autoritie : But efpecially bycaufe the rumoure was that 
Beragua beinge by the kynges commiffion appoynted to Mcuefa, was rycher in golde then Vraba alTigned to 
Alphonfus Fogeda. Therfore, at the anyuall of Nicuefa, they conful ted what was belle to bee doone: And 
determyned fyrlle to reuenge the deathe of their felowes. Where vppon, fettynge theyr battayle in anaye, they 
marched in the nyght towarde them whiche flewe Coffa with his coompanyons. Thus flealynge on them 
vnwares in the lafl, watche of the nyght, and encoompafinge the vyllage where they laye, confiftynge of a 
hundreth howfes and more, hauynge alfo in it thryfe as many of theyr neyghbours as of them felues, they fet 
it on fyer, wifli diligent watche that none myght efcape. And thus in fhorte tyme they browght theym and 
theyr howfes to afllies, and made them pay the raunfome of bludde with bludde. For of a greate multitude of 
men and women, they fpared onely fyxe chyldren, al other being deflroyed with fyer or fword except fewe 
which efcaped priuilye. They lerned by the refemed chyldren, that Coffa and his felowes were cutte in 
pieces and eaten of them that flewe them. By reafon wherof, they fuppofe that thefe people of Caramairi 
tooke theyr originaJl of the Cariies otherwyfe cauled Canibales. Here they founde fume golde atnonge the 
afllies. For the hut^er of golde, dyd noo leffe encorage owr men to aduenture thefe perels and labours 
then dyd the poffeifynge of the landes. Thefe thynges thus fynyflhed, and the death of Coffa and his felowes 
reuenged, they returned to the hauen. After this, Fogeda whiche came fyril, fyril lykewyfe departinge with his 
army to feeke Vraba, commytted to his gouernaunce, fayled by an Ilande cauled Fortis, lyinge in the mydwaye 
betwene Vraba and the hauen of Carthago. In to the which defcendinge, he fownde it to bee an Ilande of the 
Canybales, brynginge with hym frome thenfe two men and feuen women: for the refidue efcaped. Here he 
fownde in the cotages of them that fledde, a hundrethe foure fcore and tenne drammes of golde, cafl,e and 
wrought in dyuers formes. Saylynge forwarde from henfe, he came to the Eaile coafles of Vraba, whiche 
th[e]inhabitantes caule Caribana, from whenfe the Caribes or Canibales of the Ilandes are fayde to haue theyr 
name and orjginall. Here he beganne to buylde a fortreffe, and a vyllage nere vnto the fame, therein intendynge 
to place theyr fyrfl; habitacion. Shortly after, beinge inilmcted by certeyne captyues that there was aboute 
twelue myles further within the lande, a certeyne vyflage cauled 2trufi, hauinge in it a ryche golde myne, he 
determyned to deftroye the vylage. To the which when he came, he fownde th[e]inhabitantes redye to defende 
theyr ryght: And that foo floutly, that enconnteryng with them, he was repulfed with fliame and domage. For 
thefe people alfo, vfe bowes and venemous arrowes. Within a fewe dayes after, beinge enforfed for lacke of 
vytayles to inuade an other vyllage, he hym felfe was ftryken in the thyghe with an arrowe. Sume of his felowes 
fay, that he was thus wounded of one of fh[e]inhabytantes whofe wyfe he had ledde awaye captiue before. 
They fay alfo that he had firfl: frendly comoned with Fogeda for redemynge of his wyfe, and had appoynted a 
day to brynge a portion of golde for her raunfome : And that he came at the daye afllgned, not laden with golde, 
but armed with bowes and arrowes, with eyght other confetherate with hym, whiche had bin before partetakers 
of the iniuries doone to them firil at the hauen of Carthago, and afterward at the burnyng of the vyllage. In 
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reuenge wherof they had defperatly confecrated them felues to death. But the matter beinge knowen, the 
captayne of this confpiracie was flayne of Fogeda his coompanyons, and his wyfe deteyned in captiuitie. Fogeda 
alfo throwgh the malicioufnes of the veneme, confumed and was dryed vp by lyttle and lyttle, Whyle thele 
thynges chauiiced thus, they efpyed Niaiefa the other capitayne to whora Beragua the region of the wefte fyde 
of Vraba, was affigned to inhabite. He gaue wynde to his fayles to take his vyage towarde Beragua, the day 
after that Fogeda departed owte of the hauen of Carthago. He with his army which he browght with hyra, 
coafted euer alonge by the ihore vntyll he came to the goulfe Coiba, whofe kynges name is Careta. Here he 
foimde theyr language to bee in maner nothynge lyke vnto that ai Hifpaniola or of the hauen of Carthago: 
wberby he perceaued that in this tracte there are many languages differinge from theyr owne bortherers. Nicuefa 
departinge frome Coiba, wente to the prouince or Lieuetenauntlhippe of Fogeda his companion. Within a fewe 
dayes after he hym felfe enteringe into one of thofe marchaunt fiiippes whiche the Spanyardes caule Carauelas, 
commaunded that the bygger veffels, (huldc folowe farre behynde. He tooke with hym twoo fraaule iTiyppes 
commenly cauled bergantines or brygantynes. 1 haue thowght it good in all the difcourfe of thefe bookes, to 
vfe the common names of thinges, bicaufe I had rather bee playne then curious : efpecially forafmuche as there 
doo dayly aryfe manye newe thynges vnknowen to the antiquitie, wherof they haue lefte noo trewe names. 
After the departure of Nicuefa, there came a ihyppe from Hiffaniola to Fogeda, the capitayne wherof, was one 
Barnardino de Calauera, who had ftoulne the fame from Hifpaniola with three fcore men, withowte,!eaue or 
aduice of die Admirall and the other gouemours. With the vytayles whiche this (hippe browght they refreflTied 
thejTii felues and fumewhat recouered theyr ftrengthes muche weakened for lacke of raeate, Fogeda his 
companyons whyfpered and muttered ageynfle hym daylye mote and more, that he fedde them furthe with 
vayne hope. For he had towlde them that he left Ancifus in Hifpankla (whom he chofe by the kynge.? 
commiflion to bee a ludge in caufes, bycaufe he was lerned in the lawe) to coome fliortly after him with a fhippe 
laden with vytayles : And that he marueyled that he was not coome many dayes fenfe. And herein he faid 
nothinge but trewth. For when he departed, he lefte Andfus halfe redy to folowe hym. But his 
felowes fuppofmge that all that he fayde of Ancifus had byn fayned, fume of them determyned 
priuilie to fteale away the twoo brigantynes frome Fogeda, and to returne to Hifpaniola. But Fogeda 
hauing knowleage hereof, preuented theyr diuife. For leaujTige the cuflodie of the fortrelTe with a 
certeyne noble gentelman cauled Francifco Pizarro, he hym felfe thus wounded, with a fewe other in his 
companie, entered into the fhyppe wherof we fpake before, and fayled directly to Hifpaniola, both to heale the 
wound of his thygh if any remedy mj^ht bee found, and alfo to knowe what was the caufe of Ancifus taryinge : 
Lcauing hope with his felowes (which were nowe browght from three hundreth to three fcore, partly hy famyne 
and partly by warre) that he wolde retume within the fpace of xv. dayes: prefcribyng alfo a condition to 
Pizarro and his companions, that it rtiulde not bee imputed to them for treafon to departe from thenfe if he 
came not ageyne at the day appoynted with vytayles and a newe fupply of men. Thefe. xv. dayes beinge nowe 
pafte, whereas they coulde yet heare nothynge of Fogeda, and were dayly more and more oppreffed with (harpe 
hunger, they entered into the twoo brigantynes which were lefte, and departed from that land. And as they 
were nowe faylynge on the mayne fea towarde Hifpaniola, a tempede foodeynly aryfynge, fwalowed one of the 
brygantynes with all that were therein. Sum of theyr felowes affirme that they playnely fawe a fyfiie of houge 
greatenes fwymmyng abowte the biygantyne (for thofe feas brjnge furthe greate monfters) and that with a 
ftroke of her tayle, flie broke the rudder of the fliyppe in peeces : which faylynge, the brigantine beinge dryuen 
abowt by force of the tempeft, was drowned not farre from the Ilande cauled Fortis, lyinge betwene the coaftes 
of the hauen Carthago and Vraba. As they of the other brygantyne wolde haue landed in the Ilande, they 
were dryuen backe with the bowes and arrowes of the fierce barbarians. Proceadynge therfore on theyr vyage, 
they mette by chaunce with Ancifus betweene the hauen of Carthago, and the Region of Cuchibacoa in the 
mouthe of the rjTier whiche the Spanyardes cauled Boium gatti, that is, the houfe of the catte, bycaufe 
they fawe a catte firft in that place: and Boium, in the toonge oi Hifpaniola, is a houfe. Ancifus came wyth 
a fhyppe laden with all thynges neceffarye, bothe for meate and drynke, and apparell, bryngynge alfo 
with hym an other brigandne. This is he for whofe comming the capitayne Fogeda looked for foo longe. 
He loofed anker from Hifpaniola in the Ides of September; And the fourth day after his departure, he efpyed 
certeyne hyghe mountaynes, the whiche for the abundance of fnowe which lyeth continually in the toppes therof, 
the Spanyardes cauled Serra Neuata, when Colonus the fyril fynder of thofe Regions paifed by the fame. The 
fyfte daye, he fayled by Os Draconis. They whiche were in the brygantyne, towlde Ancifus that Fogeda 
was returned to Hifpaniola. But Ancifus fuppofing that they had fayned that tale, commaunded them by 
th[e]authoritie of his commiflion to tume backe ageyne. The brigandners obeyed and folowed hym: yet made 
they humble fute vnto hym that he woolde graunte them that with his fauour they myght eyther goo ageyne to 
Hifpaniola, or that he hym felfe woolde brynge theim to Nicuefa: And that they woolde for his gentelnes 
declared towaide them in this behalfe, rewarde hym with twoo thoufande drammes of golde. For they were 
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ryche in golde, but poore in breade. But Andfus affented to neyther of theyr requeues: affirmynge that he 
myght by no meanes goo anye other way then to Vraba the prouince affigned to Fogeda. Wliere vppon, by 
theyr conduct, he tooke his vyage directly toward Vraba, But nowe let it not feme tedious to yowre holynes 
to heare of one thyng worthy to bee remembred, which chaunced to this Lieuetenaunt Andfus as he came 
thether. For he alfo caft anker in the coafles of the region of Caramairi whiche wee fayde to bee famous by 
reafon of the hauen of Carthago : and of the goodly ilature, llrength, and beawty of both men and women beinge 
in the lame. Here he fent certeyne to goo alajide on the (hore, both to fetche freffhe water, and alfo to 
repaire the fliippe boate which was fore broofed. In this meane tyme a greate multitude of the people of the 
countrey armed after theyr maner, came aboute owre men as they were occupied abowte theyr bufynes, and 
ftoode in a redynes to feight, for the fpace of three dayes contynually: durynge whiche tyme, neyther durll they 
fet vppon owre men, nor owre men afiayle them. Thus bothe parties keepynge theyr arraye, ftoode flyl tliree 
hole dayes the one gafynge on the other. Yet all this tyme owto men applyed theyr woorke, placinge the 
fhippewrightes in the myddefle of theyr armye. As they fioode thus amafed, twoo of owre coompanye wente 
to fyll theyr water pottes at the mouthe of the ryuer nere vnto them both, where foodenly there came furthe 
ageynfle them a capitayne of the barbarians with ten armed men which inclofed them, and mth terrible 
countenaunce bent theyr arrowes ageynfte them, but (hotte theym not of One of owre men fledde: but the 
other remayned, caulynge his felowe ageyne and rebukynge hym for his fearefuhies. Then he fpake to the 
barbarians in their owne language which he had temed beinge conuerfant with the captmes that were carjed 
from thenfe longe before. They marueylynge to here a llraunger fpeake in their n-itiue tonge put of thejr 
fiercenes and fell to frendly communication, demaundinge who were the capitaynes of that coompanie ^vhiche 
were arryned in theyr lande. He anfwered that they were ilrangers paflyng by: \nd that he miruejled \ liy 
they wold attempte to dryue them from theyr coafles and diilurbe theyr fhyppes: argumge theim of foll>e and 
crueltie, and further threatinge their ruine and deftruction, except they woold vie them fehies more frendely 
towaide them. For bee aduertifed them that there wolde fiiortly coome into theyr lande armed men m nomber 
lyke to the fandes of the fea: And that to theyr vtter deftruction, not only if they refyfted them njt but alfo 
excepte they receaued them and enterteyned them honorably. In the meane tyme 4ncifm was enformed that 
his men were deteyned. Wherefore fufpectinge fume deceate, he browght furth al his target men for feare of 
theyr venemous arrowes : And fettinge them in battell arraye, he marched forwarde towatde them which ileyed his 
men. But he which communed with the barbarians, gyuinge him a figne with his hande to procede noo further, 
he (leyed. And cauling to hym the other, he knewe that all was fafe. For the barbarians profered him peace, 
bycaufe they were not they whom they fufpected them to haue byn : meanynge by Fogeda and Nkuefa, who had 
fpoyled the vyllage ftandinge there by the fea fyde, and caryed away many captiues, and alfo bumte an other 
vyllage further within the lande. And therefore (as they fayde) the caufe of theyr comminge thether, was to 
reuenge thofe iniuries, if by any meanes they coulde. Yet that they woolde not exercyfe theyr weapons ageynfte 
the innocente. For they fayde it was vngodly to feyght ageynft any, not beinge prouoked, Layinge a parte 
therefore theyr bowes and arrowes, they enterteyned owre men gentelly, and gaue them great plentie of falted 
fyflhe and breade of theyr contrey : And fylled theyr veffels with fyder made of theyr contrey frutes and feedes, 
not inferiour to wyne in goodnes. Thus Andfus hauinge entered into frendfhyp and made a league of peace with 
th[e]inhabitantes of Caramairi whiche were before fore prouoked by other capitaynes, he lanched from that 
lande, and directed his courfe to Vraba by the Ilande Fords, hauinge in his (hippe a hundreth and fyftie freflhe 
men whiche were fubftitute in the place of fuche as were deade. Alfo twelue mares, and nianye fwine, and other 
beaftes both males and females for increafe. Lykewyfe, fyftie pieces of ordinaunce, with a greate multytude of 
targettes, fwoordes, iauelyns, and fuche other weapons for the warres. But all this with euyl fpeede and in an 
euyll houre. For as they were euen nowe enteringe into the hauen, the gouemour of the (hippe which fatte at 
the helme, ftroke the (hyppe vppon the fasdes, where it was foo faft enclofed, and beaten with the waues of the 
fea, that it opened in the myddefte, and al loft that was therin. A thynge furely miferabie to beholde. For 
of all the vytayles that they had, they laued onely twelue barels of meale, with a fewe chiefes, and a lyttle byflcet 
breade. For al the beaftes were drowned: And they them felues fcaped hardly and halfe naked by heipeofthe 
brigantine and Ihip boate, caryeng with them only a fewe weapons. Thus they fell from one calamitie into an 
other, beinge nowe more carefull fo rtheyr lyues then for golde. Yet beinge browght alyue and in health to that 
land which they foo greafly defyred, they coulde doo noo lelTe then to prouide for the fufteynynge of theyr bodyes, 
bycaufe they coulde not lyue onely by ayer. And wheras theyr owne fayled, they muft needes lyue by other 
mens. Yet amonge thefe foo many aduerfities, one good chaunce offered it felfe vnto them. For they founde, 
not farre from the fea fyde, a groue of date trees, amonge the which, and alfo amonge the reke or weedes of the 
maryfhes, they efpyed a multitude of wylde bores, with whofe fleflie they fed them felues wel certeine dayes. 
Thefe they lay to bee leffe then owres: And with foo (horte tayles, that they thought they had byn cutte of. 
They dyfFer alfo from owres in theyr feete: for theyr hynder feete are hole vndiuided, and alfo withowte any 
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houfe. But they affirme that they haue proued by experience theyr fleflhe to bee of better tade and more 
holfoome then ohtcs. Durynge this tyme, they fedde alfo of dates and the rotes of younge date trees, which 
they eate hkewyfe in Ciuile and Granala where they caule them Palmitos, of the leaues wherof they make 
faiefomes in Rome. Sumetymes alfo, they eate of the appels of that Region, whiche haue the tade of prunes, 
and haue alfo flones in them, and are but lyttle and of redde coloure. I fuppofe them to bee of that kynde 
wherof I eate in the citie oi Alexandria in Egypt in the moneth of Aprelli The trees wherof, the lewes that 
dwel there, beinge lerned in the lawe of Moyfes, affirme to bee the Ceders of Libane, which beate owlde fruites 
and neive all the yeare as dothe the orange tree. Thefe apples are good to bee eaten, and haue a certeyne 
fweetnes myxte with a gentell Iharpnes, as haue the frutes cauled Sorbes. Th[e]inhabitantes plant thefe trees 
in theyr orchyardes and garedens, and nooryilie theym with greate diligence as wee doo cheries, peaches, and 
quynfes. This tree in leaues, heyght, and trunke, is verye lyke vnto the tree that beareth the frute cauled 
Zizipha, which the Apothecaries caule lumba. But wheras now the wylde bores beganne to faile them, they 
were ageyne enforced to confulte and prouyde for the tyme to coome. Where vppon with theyr hole army, they 
entered further into the land. The Canibales of this prouince, are mofle experte archers. And/us had in his 
coompany, a hundreth men. They mette by the way with only three men of thfejmhabitantes, naked, and armed 
with bowes and venemous arrowes, who mthout al feare, alilajled oivr men fiercely, wounded manye, and flewe 
manye: And when they had emptied theyr quyuers, fledde as fwyftelj as the \vyndi. For (as we haue fayde) 
they are excedynge fwyfte of foote by reafon of theyr loofe gomge frome theyr chjldes age They affirme that 
they lette flyppe no airowe owte of theyr bowes in vayne. Owre men therforc returned the fame waye that they 
came, much more infortunate then they were before and confulted amonge them Iclues to leaue that lande: 
efpecyally becaufe th[e]inhabitantes had ouerthrowne the fortreife which Fo^eJa buylded, and had bumte 
thirtie houfes of the vyllage, as soone as Pizarrus and hiu compin) lefte of Fogeda, had forfaken the 
lande. By this occafion therefore, beinge dryuen to feeke further, they h'ld intelligence that the wefte 
fyde of that goulfe of Vraba, was more frutefull and better to mhabitc \\ herfore, they fent the one halfe of 
theyr men thither with the brigantine, and lefte the other nere to the fea fyde on the ealle part. This goulfe, 
is. xxiiii. myles in bredth: And howe muche the further it entereth into the firme lande, it is foo muche the 
narower. Into the goulfe of Vraba, there faule many ryuers but one (as they fay) more fortunate then the 
ryuer oi Nilus in Egypte, This ryuer is cauled Darim, vppon the bankes whereof, beinge verye frutefull of 
trees and graffe, they entended to playnte theu' newe colonic or habitacion But th[e]inhabitantes maruelynge 
at the br)^antine beinge bygger then theyr canoas, and fpecially at the fajles therof, fyrtl fente away theyr 
chyldren and weakefle forte of theyr people with theyr baggage and houiholde Iluffe and affembled all fuche 
togyther bothe men and women, as were meete for the wanes Thus beinge armed with weapons and defperate 
myndes, they (loode in a redynes to feight, and taryed the comminge of owre men vppon a lyttle hyl, as it were 
to take th[e]aduantage of the grounde. Owre men iudged them to bee aboute fyue hundreth in nomber. Then 
Ancifus the capitayne of owre men, and Lieuetenaunt in the ileede of Fogeda, fettinge his men in order of 
battayle array, and with his hole coompany kneelinge on his knees, they al made humble prayers to god for 
the victorie, and a vowe to the Image of the blefled virgin whiche is honoured in Ciuile, by the name of San£la 
Maria Antiqua, promyfinge to fende her manye golden gyftes and a ilraunger of that contrey: alfo to name 
the vyllage Sanda Maria Anliqua after her name lykewyfe to erecte a temple cauled by the fame name: or 
at the leafte to dedicate the king of that prouince his palaice to that vfe, if it (hulde pleafe her to aflifle them 
in this daungerous enterpryfe. This doone, al the fouldiers tooke an othe, that noo man fliulde turne his backe 
to his enemies. Then the capyfayne commaundinge them to bee in a redines with theyr targets and iauelens, 
and the trumpyter to blowe the bat ajle h j fie cely affayled theyr enemyes with a larome. But the naked 
barbarians, not longe able to abyde he fo ce of o tc nen ere putte to flyght, with theyr kynge and capitayne 
Cemaccus. Owre men entered into 1 -jlkge i e e they fownde plentie of meate fuche as the people of tlie 
contrey vfe, fufficiente to affuage the t p efen hunge a b eade made of rootes, with certeine fruites vnlyke 
vnto owres, whiche they referue for fto e as w ee doo chellnu tes. Of thefe people, the men are vtterly naked : 
but the women from the nauell downewarde, are couered with a fyne clothe made of goffampine cotton. This 
Region is vtterly withowte any fharpenes of wynter. For the mouthe of this ryuer of Darim, is onlye eyght 
degrees diftante from the Equinoctial lyne: So that the commone forte of owtc men, fcarfely perceaue anye 
difference in lengthe betwene the day and nyght a!l the hole yeare. But bycaufe they are ignorant in aftrono- 
mie, they can perceaue noo fmaule diff"erence. Therfore wee neede not much paffe if the degree do diff'er fum 
what from theyr opinion, for afmuche as the difference can not bee greate. The day after that they arryued at 
tlie lande, they fayled alonge by the ryuer, where they founds a greate thicket of reedes continuinge for the 
fpace of a myle in length fuppofing (as it chaunced in deede) that the bortherers there aboute which had fledde, 
had eyther lyne lurkynge there, or els to haue hyd theyr Ruffe amonge thofe reedes: Where vppon, armynge 
ihic etc r=e es. , jj^g^ felues with theyr targettes, for feare of the people lyinge in ambuflhe. they fearched the thicket dilygently, 
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and founde it withowte men, but replenythed with houfeholde fluffe and golde. They fownde alfo a great 
multitude of flieetes, made of the fylke or cotton of the goffarapine tree. Lykewyfe dyuers kyndes of veffels 
and tooles made of woodde, and many of earth : A!fo many breile plates of gold and ouches wrought after theyr 
maner, to the fum of a hundreth and twoo pounde weight. For they a!fo take pleafure in the bewtie of gold, 
and worke it very artificially, although it bee not the price of thynges amonge them as with vs. They haue it 
owte of other Regions for exchaunge of fuch thynges as theyr contrey bringeth furthe. For fuche Regions as 
haue plentie of breade and goflampine, lacke golde: And fuche as brynge furth golde, are for the moil parte 
rowght with montaynes and rockes, and therfore baren. And thus they exercife marchandies withowte the vfe 
of money. Reioyiing therfore with double gladdenes, afwell in that they fawe greate lykenes of golde, as alfo 
that fortune hadde offered them foo fayre and frutefull a contrey, they fent for theyr felowes whom they hadde 
lefte before in the ealle fyde of die goulfe of Vraba. Yet fume laye that the ayer is there vnholfome, bycaufe 
that parte of the Region lyethe in a lowe valley endroned with mountaynes and maryflhes. 



€1 The seconde booke of the seconde decade, 
Of the fuppofed continente. 

Haue defcribed to yoivre holynes where Fogeda with his coompany (to whome the large 
tractes of Vraba was afligned to inhabite) intended to faflen there foote. Lette vs nowe 
therfore leaue them of Vraba for a whyle, and retume ageyne to Nicmfa to whom the gouer- 
naonce and Lieuetenauntefliippe of the mode large prouince oi Beragua, (beinge the wefle 
fyde of the goulfe of Vraba) was appoynted. We haue declared howe Nkurfa departinge 
ivith one carauell and twoo brigantines frome Vraba the iurifdiction of his frende and com- 
panyon Fogeda, directed his courfe weftwarde to Beragua, leauinge the bygger ihippes 
fumewiiat behynde hym, to folowe hym a farre of. But he tooke this diuife in an euyll howre. For he bothe 
lode his felowes in the nyght, and went pafl the mouth of the ryuer of Beragua, which he chiefely fowght. One 
Lupus Olanus a Cantabrian, and gouemoure of one of the greate ihippes, had the conducte of one of the 
brigantines. He commynge behynde, lemed of th[e]inhabitantes which was the waye Eaftewarde to the goulfe 
of Beragua ouer paffed and lefte behynde of Nicuefa. Olanus therfore directinge his courfe towarde the Eafte, 
mette with the other br^antine which had alfo wandered owte of the way by reafon of the darkenes of the 
nyght The gouemour of this brigantine, was one Petrus de Vmbria. Thus bothe beinge gladde of theyr 
meetinge, they confulted what was beft to bee doone, and which way they coulde coniecture their gouernour 
had taken his vyage. After deliberation, they iudged that Nicuefa could no more lacke fum to put him in 
rememberaunce of Beragua, then they them felues were myndful therof, hopynge alfo to fynde hym there. 
They fayled therefore towarde Beragua : where they founde within, xvi. myles dyilant, a ryuer which Cohnus 
named Lagartos, bycaufe it nooryfliethe greate lyfardes whiche in the Spanyflhe toonge are cauled Lagartos. 
Thefe lyfertes are hurtfuU bothe to man and beaile, and in fliape muche lyke vnto the Crocodiles of the ryuer 
ol Mius in Egypte. In this ryuer, they founde theyr companyons and felowes of theyr erroure lyinge at anker 
with the greate Ihippes which folowed behynde by the gouemours comraaundement Here the hole affembl[i]e 
beinge carefull and difquieted by reafon of the gouemours erroure, after confultacion, by th[e]aduife of the 
capitaynes of the brigantines, who had rafed nere vnto the coaft.es of Beragua, they fayled directly thether. 
Beragua, in the language of th[e]inhabitantes of the fame prouince, is as much to faye, as the golden ryuer. 
The region it felfe is alfo cauled by the fame name, takynge name of the ryuer. In the mouth of this ryuer, the 
greateft. veffels cafl anker, and conueighed al theyr vytailes and other neceifaries to lande with theyr fliippe 
boates: and elected Lupus Olanus to bee theyr gouernour in the fleede oi Nicuefa whom they had lofte. By 
th[e]aduice therfore of Olanus and the other vnder capitaynes, that all hope of departure myght bee taken from 
the fouldiers which they had nowe browghc thether, and to make them the more wyllinge to inhabite that land, 
they vtteriy forfooke and calle of thofe Ihyppes beinge nowe rotten for age, and fuffered them to bee fiiaken 
and broofed of the furges of the fea. Yet of theyr foundefte plankes, with other newe, made of the trees of that 
Region (which they fay to be excedinge bygge and hygh) they framed a newe carauel ihortly after, whiche they 
myght vfe to feme for theyr neceffitie. But Beragua was founde by the vnfortunate deflenie of Petrus de Vmbria. 
For he, beinge a man of prompt wytte and apt forwardenes to attempte thynges (in whiche fumetyme fortune 
wyll beare a flroke notwithilandinge owre prouidence) tooke vpon hym th[e]aduenture to fearche the fhore to 
th[e]intent to find a waye for his felowes where they myght beft.e coome alande. For this purpofe, he chofe 
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hym tweliie raaryners, and wente aboorde the fliippe boate whiche fenied the greatefle (hyppes. The flowinge 
of the fea, raged and rored there, with a horrible whurhnge as wee reede of the daungerous place of Scylla in the 
fea of Scidlie, by reafon of the houge and ragged rockes reachyng into the fea, from which the waues rebounding 
with violence, make a greate noyfe and rowghnes on the water, whiche rowghnes or reflowinge, the Spanyardes 
caule Refacca. In thefe daungers wretched Vmhria wrefleled a while. But in fiiorte fpace, a waue of the fea 
almofte as bygge as a mountayne, reboundinge from the rockes, ouenvhelmed the boate and deuoured the fame 
with the men, euen in the fight of theyr felowes: So that of them all, onely one efcaped by reafon he was 
experte in fwymmynge. For gettinge holde of the comer of a rocke, and fufleynynge the rage of the fea vntyll 
the nexte daye when it wexed caulme, and the tliore was drye by the faule of the water, he efcaped and reforted 
to his coompanye. But Vmbria with the other eleuen, were vtterlye cafte away. The refydue of the coompany, 
durfl not commite them felues to the fhippe boates, but went alande with theyr brigantmes. Where reraaynynge 
a fewe dayes, and fayUnge alonge by the ryuer, they founde certeyne vyllages of th[e]inhabitantes, which they 
caule Mumu. Here they beganne to build a fortreffe, and to fowe feedes after the maner of theyr countrey, in 
a certeyne vale of frutefuU grownde, bicaufe in other places the region is baren. As thefe thynges were thus 
dooinge in Beragua, one of their coompanye flandynge vppon the toppe of a hyghe rocke of efpeciall, and 
lyitynge his eyes towarde the WeRe, beganne to crye, Lynnyn layles, lynnyn fayies. And the nerer it drewe 
towarde hym, he perceaued it to bee a (hyppe boate comminge with a lyttle layle. Yet receaued they it with 
muche reioylinge : for it was the fyfiher boate of Nicuefa his carauele, and of capacitie to carye onely fyue men, 
and had nowe but three in it, which had floulne it from Nicuefa bycaufe he refufed to gyue credit to theim that 
he had palTed Beragua, and lefte it behynde hym Eailwarde. For they feinge Nicuefa and his felowes to 
confume dayely by famynne, thowght they woolde proue fortune with that boate, if their chaunce myghf bee to 
fynde Beragua, as in deede it was. Debatinge therefore mth theyr felowes, of thefe matters, they declared 
howe Nicuefa erred and lofle the carauele by terapell, and that he was nowe wanderinge amonge the maryfdies 
of vnknowen coafles, full of myferie and in extreeme penurle of all thynges, hauinge nowe lyued for the fpace 
of three fcore and tenne dayes, only with herbes and rootes, and fyldoome with frutes of the countrey, contented 
to drinke water, and yet that often tjmies faylynge, bycaufe he was inllant to trauayle wellwarde by foote, fuppofing 
by that meanes to come to Beragua. Colonus the fyrite fynder of this mayne lande, had coafled alonge by this tracte, 
and named it Gratia Dei: but the inhabitantes caule it Cerabaro. Throwghe this Region, there runneth a lyuer 
which owTe men named Sanlli Matthet, diftante from the wefle fyde of Beragua aboute a hundrethe and thirtie 
myles. Here I lette paffe the name of this ryuer, and of manye other places by the names which th[e]inhabitantes 
vfe, bycaufe owre men are ignorant thereof Thus Lupus Olanus the conductor of one of the fliippes of Nicuefa, 
and nowe alfo vice Leauetenaunt in his lleede, after that he hadde receaued this information of the maryners, 
fente thether a brigantine vnder theyr guydynge, thefe maryners therfore, which came in the fyflher boate, 
foimde Nicuefa, and browght hym to the place where Olanus laye, whome at his commynge he cafle in pryfon, 
and accufed hym of treafon bycaufe he vfurped th[e]autoritie of the Lieuetenauntfiiippe, and that for the defyre 
he had to beare rule and bee in autoritie, he tooke no care of his errours : alfo that he behaued hym felfe 
negligently : demaundinge further more of hym, what was the caufe of his foo longe delay. Lykewyfe he fpake 
to al the vnder officers fharplye and with a troubled mynde : And within fewe dayes after comraaunded them 
to truffe vp theyr packes, and make them redye to departe. They defyred hym to quyet hym felfe, and to 
forbeare them a while vntyl they had reaped the come that they had fowne, which wolde fhortly bee rype. For 
all kynd of corne waxeth rype there euery fourth moonethe after it is fowne. But he vtterly denyed to tarye 
any whytte: but that he woolde foorthwith departe from that vnfortunate lande: And plucked vp by the rootes 
al that euer was browght into the goulfe of Beragua, and commaunded them to directe theyr courfe towarde 
the Ealle. After they had layled aboute the fpace of. xvi. myles, a certeyne younge man whofe name was 
Gregorie, a Genues borne, and of a chylde browght vp with Colonus, cauled to rememberance that there was a 
hauen not farrefrome thenfe: And to proue his fayinge trewe, he gaue his felowes thefe tokens; that is, that 
they (hulde fynde vppon the fliore, an anker of a lofte fliyppe halfe couered with fande : And vnder a tree nexte 
vnto the hauen, a fprynge of cleere water. They came to the lande: founde the anker and the fprynge, and 
commended the wytte and memorye of the younge man, that he only amonge many of the maryne[r]s whiche 
had fearched thofe coaftcs with Colonus, bore the thynge foo well in mynde. This hauen, Colonus cauled 
Portus Bellus. Wheras in this vyage for lacke of vytayles they were furaetymes enforced to goo ahnde, they 
were euel entreated of the inhabitantes. By reafon wherof, theyr (Irengthes were foo wekened with hunger, 
that they were not able to keepe warre ageynft naked men, or fcarfely to beare theyr hames on their backes. 
And therfore owre men lofle twentie of theyr coompanie, which were flayne with venemous arrowes. They 
confulted to leaue the one halfe of theyr felowes in the hauen oi Porlus Bellus: And the other parte Nicuefa 
tooke with hym towarde the Eafte: where abowte twentie and eyght myles from Porlus Bellus, he intended to 
buylde a fortreffe harde by the fea fyde vppon the poyiite or cape which in tyme pafle Colonus named Marmor. 
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But they were foo feeble by reafon of longe hunger, that theyr llrength fenied them not to fufteyne fuche 
laboure. Yet he erected a lyttle towre able to refyft the fyrR aflaute of the inhabitantes. This towre he 
cauled Nomen Dei. From the tyme that he left Beragua, what in the iomey amonge the fandie playnes, then 
alfo for hunger whyle he buyMed the towre, of the fewe which reraayned a lyiie, he lofte twoo himdreth. And 
thus by lyttle and lyttle, the multitude of fenen hundreth foure fcore and fyue men, was nowe browght to 
fcarfely one hundreth. Whyle Nku^a lyued with thefe few miferable men, there arofe a contention amonge 
them of Vraia, as conceminge the Lieuetenantfliippe. For one Vafchus Nunnez, by the indgemente of all 
men, trullynge more to his flrengthe then wytte, floured vp certeyne lyght felowes ageynft Ancifus, layinge that 
Ancifus had not the kynges letters patentes for that oiRce: And that it was not fufficient that he was autorifed 
by Fogeda, And therfore forbodde that he fliulde execute the office of the Lieuetenaunteihippe ; And wylled 
theym to chufe certeyne of theyr owne coompanye, by whofe counfayle and authoritie they myght bee 
gouemed. 

Thus beinge diuided into foctions by reafon that Fogeda, their capitayne came not ageyne, whom they 
fuppofed to bee nowe deade of his venemous wounde, they contended whether it were bede to fubflitute Nicuefa 
in his place. The wyfefle forte fuche as were famylier with Nicuefa, and coulde not beare th[e]infolencie of 
Vafchus Nunnez, thowght it good that Nicuefa lliuld bee fowght owt throwgh owt all thofe coalles. For they 
had knoweledge that he departed from Beragua bycaufe of the barennes of the grounde: And that by 
th[e]exerap!e oi Ancifus, and fuche other as had made (hippewracke, it were poflible that he might wander in 
fume fecreate place: And that they coulde not be quiete in theire myndes vntyll they knewe the certentie, 
whether he with his felowes were alyue or deade. But Vafchus Nunnez, fearinge leafle at the commyng of 
Nicuefa he fliulde not bee had in autoritie emonge his felowes, fayde they were mad men to thinke that Nicuefa 
lyued: And althowgh he were alyue, yet that they hadde noo neade of his helpe. For he auouched that there 
was none of his felowes, that were not as meete to rule as Nicuefa. While they were thus reafonynge too and 
froo, one Jiodericus Colmenaris arryued in thofe coailes with two greate ihippes hauinge in theym three fcore 
frcfihe men, with greate plentie of vitailes and apparel. Of the navigation of this Colmenaris, I intende to fpeake 
fumewhat more. He therfore departed from the hauen of Hifpaniola cauled Beata {where they prepare and 
fumyflhe theym felues whiche make any viage into thefe landes) aboute the Ides of October in the yeare. 
15 10: And landed the. ix. of Nouember in a Region in the large prouince of-Zlrr/iifounde by O/cwjij betwene 
the hauen Carthago and the Region of Cuchibachoa, In this viage what by the rowghnes of the fea and fiercenes 
of the barbarians, he fuifered many incommodities. For when his frefihe water fayled, he (ayled to the mouthe 
of a certeyne tiuer which th[e]inhabitantes caule Gaira, beinge apte to receaue (hippes. This ryuer had his 
courfe from the toppe of an exceadinge hyghe mountayne couered with fnowe, hygher then the which, all the 
coompanyons of this capitayne Rodericus, faye that they neuer fawe. And that by good reafon, yf it were 
couered wyth fnowe in that Region which is not pad ten degrees diilante from the Equinoctial lyne. As they 
beganne to drawe water owt of their fhippeboate, a certeyne Kynge made towaxde theym appareled with veftures 
of gollampine cotton, hauinge twentie noble men in his coompanye appareled alfo: Whyche thinge feemed 
ilraunge to owre men, and not feene before in thofe parties. The Kinges apparell, hunge loofe from his 
flioulders to his elbowes : And from the gerdle downewarde, it was mnche like a womans kertle, reachinge euen 
to his heeles. As he drewe neere towarde owre men, he feemed frendly to admonyflhe theym to take none of 
the water of that ryuer, affiiminge it to bee vnholfome for men: And ihewed theym that not farre from thenfe, 
there was a ryuer of good water. They came to the ryuer. And erdeuouringe to coome nere the fliore, they 
were dryuen backe by tempefle. Alfo the burbulinge of the fande, declared the fea to bee but fhalowe there. 
They were therefore enforced to returne to the fyrile ryuer where they myght fafely cafte anker. This Kinge 
layde wayte for owre men. For as they were fyllinge theire barrelles, he fet on theym with abowt feuen 
hundreth men (as owre men iudged) armed after theire maner, althowgh they were naked. For only the 
kynge and his noble men were appareled. They tooke away the Ihippeboate, and brooke it in maner to chips: 
foo fiercely affaylynge owre menne with theyr venemous arrowes, that they ilewe of them fortie and feuen beefore 
they coulde couer them felues with theyr targettes. For that poyfon is of fuch force, that albeit the woundes 
were not great, yet they dyed therof immediatly. For they yet knewe noo remedie ageynfle this kynde of poyfon, 
as they after lerned of th[e]inhabitantes of Hifpaniola. For this Ilande bringeth foorth an herbe which 
quencheth and mordfieth the violent poyfon of the herbe wherewith theyr arrowes are infected, foo that it bee 
miniftred in tyme. Yet of owre coompany whiche went for water, feuen efcaped that conflicte, and hyd them 
fellies in a hoUowe tree, lurkynge there vntyll nyght Yet efcaped they not the handes of theyr enemyes. For 
the fliippe departed from thenfe in the nyght feafon and lefle them there, fuppofmge that they had byn flayne. 
Thus by manye fuche perels and daungers (which I lyghtly ouerpaffe bicaufe I wyl not bee tedious to yowre 
holynes) he anyued at the length at the hauen of Vraba, and caft anker at the eafte fyde therof, from whenfe not 
longe before, owtc men departed to the wefl. fyde by reafon of the barennes of that foyle. When he liad 
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contynued a whyle in the hauen, and fawe noo man lloTirynge, marueylinge at the filence of the places 
(for he fuppofed there to haue fownde his felowes) he coulde not coniecture what this fliiilde raeane: 
and there vppon beganne to fufpecte that eyther they were deade, or that they had chaunged the place 
of Uieyr habitacion. To knowe the certentie hereof, he commaunded ail the greate ordinaunce and other fmaule 
gunnes which he had in his fhippes, to bee charged: And fyers to bee made in the nyght vppon the toppes of 
the rockes. Thus the fyers beinge kyndeled, he commaunded all the gunnes to bee fhotte of at one inilante: 
by the horrible noyfe whereof, the goulfe of Vraha was Ihaken, althowghe it were, xxiiii. myles diilante: for foo 
brode is the goulfe. This noyfe was harde of theyr felowes in Darima: And they aunfwered them ageyne 
with mutual fyers. Wherfore, by the folowynge of thefe fyers, Colmmaris browght his Ihippes to the Weft fyde. 
Here thofe wretched and miferable men of Darkna which nowe thorowgh famen and feeblenes helde theyr wery 
fowles in theyr teethe redy to departe from theyr bodies by reafon of the calamities which beefell vnto them 
after Ancifus fiiippewracke, lyftinge vp theyr handes to heauen, with the teares runnynge downe theyr cheekes 
bothe for ioye and forowe, embrafed Roderkus and his felowes with fuch kynde of reioyfmge as their prefente 
neceflitie feemed to requyre. For whereas they were before his comminge, withowte vytayles and almofte naked, 
he brought them abundance of meate, drynke, and apparell. It reflethe nowe (mofte holy father) to declare 
what came of the diffention amonge them of Vraba, as concemynge the gouemaunce after the loffe of theyr 
capitaynes. 
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\X the chiefe officers in Beragua, and fuch as were mofl pohtike in counlayle, determyned that 
Nkuefa ftiulde bee fowght owte if by any meanes he coulde bee founde. Where vppon they 
tooke from Ancifus the gouernoure refufinge the commynge of Nkuefa, a brygantyne whiche 
he made of his owne charges ; And agreed, ageynft bothe the wyll of Ancifus, and the matter 
of fence Vafchus Nunnez, that Nimefa ftiulde bee fowght foorthe to take away the ftj^fe as 
touchinge the gouememenL They elected therfore Cf/wt/wf/J (of whom we fpake before) 
to take this matter in hande: wyllyngehjm to make diligent fearch for Ntcucfa m thofe 
coaftes where they fuppofed he erred. For they harde that he hid forfaken Bet zgua, the region of anvnfrute- 
full grounde. They gaue hym therfore commaundement to brynge Nicuefa with hym, and further to declare 
vnto hym tiiat he ftiulde doo ryght good feruice to coome thether, in takyng away th[e]oi-calion of theyr 
feditions. Colmmaris tooke the thynge vppon hym the more gladly bjcaufe Ntcuefa was his verj frende: 
Suppoflnge that his commynge with vytayles (hulde bee noo leffe thankefull to Nicuefa and his coompanie, 
then it was to them of Vraba. Fumyflhynge therefore one of his owne fhippes whiche he browght with hjrni 
and alfo the brigantyne taken frome Ancifus, he frayghted the fame with part of the \jta)les and other 
neceffaries which he browght with hym before from Hifpaniola to Vraba. Thus courfynge alonge by alJ the 
coaftes and goulfes nere there abowte, at the length at the poynte called Marmor, he founde Nicuefa, of all 
lyuynge men moft infortunate, in maner dryed vppe with extreeme hunger, fylthye and horrible to beholde, 
with onely three fcore men in his company, lefte alyue of feuen hundreth. They al feemed to hym foo 
miferable, that he noo lefte lamented theyr cafe, then yf he had founde them deade. But Colmmaris conforted 
his frende Nicuefa ; and embrafinge hym with teares and cherefull woordes, relyued his fpirites, and fiirther 
encoraged hym with greate hope of better fortune : declarynge alfo that his commynge was looked for and 
greatelye defyred of al the good men of Vraba, for that they hoped that by his autoritie, theyr difcorde and 
contention ftiulde bee fynyflhed. Nicuefa thanked his frende Colmmaris after fuch forte as his calamitie 
requyred. Thus they tooke ftiyppe to gyther, and (ayled directly to Vraba. But fo variable and vnconflant 
is the nature of man, that he foone groweth owte of vfe, becommeth infolente and vnmyndful of benefites aftei- 
to much felicitie. For Nicuefa, after thus many teares and weepynges, after dyuers bewaylinges of his infortu- 
nate defteny, after fo many thankes geuj-nge, ye after that he had faulen downe to the grounde and kyffed the 
feete of Colmmaris his fauioure, he beganne to qnarel with hym before he came yet at Vraba, reprouinge hym 
and them all for th[e]alteracion of the ftate of thynges in Vraba, and for the gatheringe of golde : Affirming 
that none of them owght to haue layde hande of any golde with owte the aduice of hym or of Fogeda his coom- 
panion. When thefe (ayinges and fuche lyke, came to the eares of theym of Vraba, they foo ftoured vp the 
myndes of Aiuifus Lieuetenaunte for Fogeda, and alfo of Vafchus Nunnez, of the contrary parte, ageinfte Nicuefa, 
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that (hortely after his arryuall with his three fcore men, they commaunded hym mth threatenynge to departe 
from thenfe. But this pleafed not the better fort. Yet fearynge leaft tumult ftiulde bee amonge the people 
whom Vafckus Nunnez had (lered to factions, the bell parte was fayne to giue place to the greateA. This 
wretched man therfore Nicuefa thus drowned in miferies, was thrufte into the brigantyne whiche he hym felfe 
brought: and with hym only feuentene men, of his three fcore which remayned alyue. He tooke fhyppe in 
the Calendes of Marche in the yeare. 1511. intendynge to goo to Hifpaniola to coomplayne of the raflhenes of 
Vafchus Nunnes, and of the violence doone to hym by Ancifus. But he entered into the brigantine in an 
vnfortunate houre: for he was neuer feene after. They fuppofe that the brigantine was drowned with all the 
men therin. And thus vnhappie Nicuefa faulynge headlonge owte of one miferye into an other, ended his lyfe 
more myferablye then he lyued. Nicuefa beinge thus vylely reiected, and al theyr vytayles confumed which 
Colmenaris browght them, faulynge in maner madde for hunger, they were enforced lyke raueninge woolues 
feakynge theyr praye, to iuuade fuche as dwelte abowte theyr confynes. Vafchus Nunmz therefore, theyr newe 
capitayne of theyr owne election, affertibling togyther a hundreth and thirtie men, and fettinge them in order of 
battell after his fwoordeplayers faffhion, puffed vppe with pryde, placed his fouldiers as pleafed hym in the 
forwarde and rereward, and fume as pertifens abowt his owne perfon. Thus affociatinge with hym Cohnmaris, 
he wente to fpoyle the kynges which were bortherers there abowte, and came fyril to a Region abo«te that 
coafte, cauled Coiha, (wher of we made mencion before) imperioufiy and with cruel countenaunce commaund- 
inge the kynge of the region whofe name was Careta, (of whome they were neuer troubled as often as they 
paffed by his dominions) to gyiie them vytayles. But Careta denyed that he coulde gyue them any at that 
tyme: alleagyng tliat he had oftentymes ayded the Chrillians as they paffed by thofe coafles: by reafon wherof 
his (lore was nowe confumed : Alfo that by the meanes of the contynuall waire which he kepte euer from his 
chyldes age with a kjmg whofe name is Poncha, bortheringe vppon his dominion, he and his famelie were in 
greate fcarfenes of all thynges. But Vafchus woolde admytte none of thefe excufes: And thervppon tooke 
Careta prifoner, fpoyled his vyllage, and browght hym bownd with his twoo wyues and chyldren and all his 
famehe to Dariena. With this kynge Careta, they founde three of the felowes of Nicuefa, the whiche when 
Nicuefa paffed by thofe coaftes to feeke Beragua, fearynge punyfthement for theyr euyll defertes ftouie away 
from the ihyppes lyinge at anker: And when the nauie departed, commytted them felues to the mercie of 
Careta, who enterteyned them very trendely. They had nowe bynne there. xviiL moonethes, and were there- 
fore as vtterly naked as the people of the contrey. Duringe this tyme, the meate of th[e]inhabitantes feemed 
vnto them delicate diflhes and princely fare : efpecially bycaufe they enioyed the lame withowte any ftryfe for 
myne and thyne, which twoo thyi^es moue and enforce men to fuch harde ihyftes and miferies, that in lyuing 
they feeme not to lyue. Yet defyred they to returae to theyr owlde cares, of fuche force is education and 
natural effection towarde them with whom we haue byn browght vp. The vytayles whiche Vafchus browght 
frome the vyllage of Careta to his felowes lefte in Dariena, was rather fumewhat to affuage theyr prefent hunger, 
then vtterly to take away theyr neceffitie. But as touchinge Ancifus beinge Lieuetenaunt for Fogeda, whether 
it were before thefe thynges or after, I knowe not But this I am fure of, that after the reiectinge of Nicuefa, 
many occafions were fought agenfl Ancifus by Vafcus and his factionaries. Howe foo euer it was, Ancifus was 
taken, and call in pryfon, and his goodes confifcate. The caufe hereof was, {as Vafchus alleaged) that Ancifus 
hadde his commilTion of the Lieuetenauntfliippe, of Fogeda onely whome they fayde to bee nowe deade, 
and not of the kynge. Sayinge that he woolde not obey any man that was not put in office by the 
kyng hym felfe by his letters patentes. Yet at the requeft of the grauefte forte, he was fumwhat pacified, 
and delt more gentelly with hym, hauinge fum compaffion of his calamities. And thervppon commaunded 
hym to bee loofed. Ancifus beinge at libertie, tooke ihyppe to departe from thenfe to Hifpaniola. But beefore 
he had hoyfed vppe his fayle, all the wyfeft forte reforted to hym, humbly defyringe hym to retume ageyne : 
promyfynge that they wolde doo theyr diligence, that Vafchus beinge reconciled, he myght bee reftored to his 
full autoritie of the Lieuetenauntfliippe. But Ancifus refufed to confent to theyr requeft and foo departed. 
Yet fume there were that murmured that god and his angels (hewed this reuenge vpon Ancifus, bycaufe Nicuefa 
was reiected throwgh his counfayle. Howe foo euer it bee, the fearchers of the newe landes, faule headlonge 
into ruine by theyr owne follye, confuminge them felues with ciuile difcorde, not weighinge foo greate a matter, 
nor employinge theyr belle endeuoure aboute the fame as the woorlhynes of the thynge requyreth. In this 
meane tyme, they determyned all with one agreemente, to fende meffengers into Hifpaniola to the younge 
Admirall and viceroy, fonne and heyre to Chrifiophorus Co/onus the fynder of thefe landes, and to the other 
gouemoures of the Ilande (from whom the newe landes receaue theyr ayde and lawes) to fignifie vnto them 
what flate they ftoode in, and in what neceffitie they lyued : alfo what they had founde, and in what hope they 
were of greater thitiges if they were fumyflied with plentie of vytayles and other neceffaries. For this purpofe 
they elected at the affignement of Vafcus, one Valdiuia, beinge one of his faction, and inllructed by hym ageinil 
Ancifus. And to bee affiftant with hym, they appoynted one Zantudius a Cantabrian : So that commaunde- 
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ment was g>'uen to Valdiuia to returne from Hifpaniola with vytayles: And Zamudius was appoynted to take 
his vyage into Spayne to the kynge. They tooke Ihippe togyther with Andfus, hauinge in mynde to certifie the 
kynge howe thynges were handeled there, miiche otherwyfe then Zamudius information. I my felfe fpake with 
both Andfus and Zamudius at their commynge to the courte. Whyle they were occupied aboute thefe matters, 
thofe 4vrctched men of Darieiia loofed Careta the kynge of Coiba vppon condicion that he fliulde ayde thcym in 
theyr wanes ageynft his enemyandtheyrs, kynge /l^Kir-^u bortheringe vpon his dominions. Car^it made a league 
with them, promyfmge that as they paffed by his kyngedome, he woolde gyue them all thynges neceflarie, and 
meete them with an armie of men, to goo forwarde with them to the battaile agenft Poncha. Theyr weapons 
are nother bowes nor venemed arrowes, as we iayde th[e]inhabitaEtes to bane which dwel eallwarde beyonde 
the goulfe. They feight therefore at hande, with longe fwordes (which they caule Macanas) made of wood 
bycaufe they haiie noo Iren, They vfe alfo longe flaues lyke iauelens hardened at the endes with fyer, or typte with 
bone. Alfo certeyne flynges and dartes. Thus after the league made with Careta, bothe he and owre men had 
certeyne dayes appoynted them to tyll theyr grounde and fowe theyr feedes. This doone, by the ayde of 
Careta and by his conduction, they marched towarde the palaice of Poncha, who fledde at theyr commynge. 
They fpoyled his vyllage and mytigated theyr hunger with fuch vytayles as they founde there. Yet coulde they 
not helpe their felowes therwith by reafon of the farre dillance of the place, althowghe they had greate plentie. 
For the vyllage oi Poncha, was more then a hundreth myles diftant from Dariena: wheras was alfo none other 
remedy but that the fame fhulde haue byn caryed on mens backes to the fea fyde beinge farre of, where they 
left theyr (hyppes in the which they came to the vyllage of Careta. Here they founde certeyne powndes 
weyght of gold, grauen and wrought into fundrye ouches. After the lacking of this vyllage they reforted 
toward the fliips intendyng to leaue the kinges of the inland vntouched at this tyme, and to inuade onely them 
which dwelt by the fea coafl.es. Not farre from Coiba, in the fame tracte, there is a Region named Comogra, 
and the Kinge thereof, cauled Comogrus after the (ame name. To this Kinge they came fyrfl next after the 
fubvertion oi Poncha: And founde his palaice fituate in a frutefull playne of twelue leaques in bredthe, at the 
roofcs of the further fyde of the nexte mountaynes. Comogrus had in his courte a certeyne noble man of nere 
conianguinitie to Kynge Careta, whiche had fledde to Comogrus by reafon of certeyne diffention whiche was 
betwene Careta and hym. Thefe noble men, they caule lura. This lura therfore of Coiba, mette owre men 
by the way, and conciled Comogrus to them, bycaufe he was well knowen to owr men from the time that 
Ntiuefa paffed fyrfl by thofe coafles. Owre men therefore went quietlye to the palaice of Comogrus beinge 
diflante from Darima thirtie leaques by a plaine waye abowte the mountaynes, This Kynge Comogrus, had 
feuen fonnes, younge men of comclye forme and flature, whiche he had by fundry wyues. His palaice was 
framed of poft.es or proppes made of trees faftened togeyther after a fljaunge forte, and of foo flronge bylding, 
that it IS of no leffe flrength then waules of flone. They which meafured the length of the floure thereof, 
founde it to bee a hundreth and f>'ftie pafes, and in breadthe, foure fcore foots: beinge roofed and paued with 
maruelous arte. They founde his Aore houfe, fumyfflied with abundance of delicate vitailes after the maner of 
the^r countrey: And his wyne cellcr repleniflied with great veffelles of earth and alfo of woodde fylled with 
thejr k)nde of wyne and fyder. For they haue noo grapes. But lyke as they make theyr breade of thofe 
three kyndes of rootes cauled Jucca, agis, and Matzium, (whereof we fpake in the fyrfle decade) Soo make they 
theyr wyne of the frutes of date trees, and fyder of Other fnites and feedes, as doo the Almaynes, Fkmynges, 
Englyfihe men, and o\vre Spanyardes whych inhabite the mountaynes, as the Vafcons and Afturians: likewife 
in die mountaynes of the Alpes, the Noricians, Sueuians, and Heluetians, make certeyne drynkes of barley, wheat, 
hoppes, and apples. They fay alfo that with Comogrus, they droonk wynes of fundry tafles, both whytc and 
blacke. But nowe yow fhall heare of a thynge more monflrous too behoulde. Enterynge therfor into die 
inner partes of the palaice, they were browght into a chamber hanged aboute with the carkefes of men, tyed 
with ropes of goffampine cotton. Beinge demaunded what they ment by that fuperflition, they anfwered that 
thofe were the carkefes of the father, graundefather, and great graundfather with the other aunceflours of theyr 
Kyng Comogrus. Declaringe that they had the fame in greate reuerence, and that they tooke it for a godly 
thynge to honoure them religiouily; And therfore appareled euery of the lame fumptuouflye with golde and 
precious ftones accordynge vnto theyr eflate. After this forte dyd the antiquitle honoure theyr Penates, whyche 
they thowght had the gouernaunce of their lyues. Howe they drye thefe carkefes vppon certeine inflrumentes 
made of wood, like vnto hurdels, with a fofte fyer vnder the fame, fo that onely the (kynne remayneth to houlde 
the bones together, we haue defcribed in the former decade. Of Comogrus his feuen fonnes, the eldefl. had an 
excellente naturall wytte. He therfore thowght it good to flatter and pleafe thys wandrynge kynde of men 
(owr men I meane) lyuynge onely by ftiiftes and fpoyle, lead beinge offended and feekynge occafions ageynO,e 
hym and his familie, they fliuld handle hym as they dyd other whiche fowght noo meancs howe to gratifie theym. 
Wherefore, he gaue Vafchus and Colmenaris foure thoufande ounces of golde artificially wrought, and alfo fyftie 
flaues whyche he had taken in the warres. For fuche, ejther they fell for exchaunce of other thinges, or 
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otherwife vfe them as theym lyfleth: For they haue not the vfe of money. This golde with as muche more 
which they had in an other place, owre men wayed in the porche of Comogrus his palaice to feparate the fyfte 
parte thereof, whiche portion is due to the Kynges efcheker. For it is decreed that the fyft parte of both goldei 
perles, and precious Hones, fliulde be afllgned to the Kinges treafourers: And the refydue, to bee diuided 
emoonge theym felues by compofition. Here as brabblynge and contention arofe emonge owr men abowt the 
diuidinge of gold, this eldefte foonne of Kynge Comogrus beinge prefente, whome we prayfed for his wyfedome, 
commynge fume what wyth an angery countenaunce towarde hym whiche helde the balences, be rtrooke theym 
wyth his fyile, and fcatered all the golde that was therein, abowte the porche, ftiarpely rebukynge theym with 
woordes in this eifecte. What is the matter yowe Chriilian men, that yow foo greatly efteme foo litle a portion 
of golde more then yowr owne quietnes, whiche neuertheleffe yow entend to defece from thefe fayre ouches 
and to melte the (ame into a rude mafTe, If yowre hunger of goulde bee foo inlatiable that onely for the defyre 
yowe haue therto, yowe difquiete foo many nations, and yow yowre felues alfo fulleyne foo many calamit[i]es and 
incommodities, lyuing Hke banifhed men owte of yowie owne countrey, I wyll ihewe yowe a Region floweinge 
with goulde, where yowe may fetiffie yowr raueninge appetites. But yowe mufle attempte the thynge 
with a greater poure; For it ftandeth yow in hande by force of armes to ouercome kynges of greate 
pniffaunce, and rigorous defenders of theyr dominions. For befyde other, the greate kinge Thimanama 
will coome foorthe ageynfle yowe, whofe kengdome is mode ryche with golde, and diflante from henfe 
onely fyx foonnes: that is, fyx dayes: for they number the dayes by the fonne. Furthermore, or euer 
yowe canne coome thether, yow muil paffe ouer the raountaynes inhabited of the, cruell Canybales 
a fierce kynde of men, deuourers of mans flefihe, lyuing withowte lawes, wanderinge, and withowte empire. 
For they alfo, beinge defyrous of golde, haue fubdewed them vnder theyr dominion whiche before inhabited 
the golde mynes of the mountaynes, and vfe them lyke bondemen, vfyng their laboure in dygginge and work- 
ynge theyr golde in plates and fundry Images lyke vnto thefe whiche yowe fee here. For we doo no more 
efleeme rude golde vmvrought, then we doo cloddes of earthe, before it bee formed by the hande of the worke- 
man to the fimilitude eyther of fume veffeU neceffarie for owre vfe, or fume ouche bewetifuil to be wome. 
Thefe thyi^es doo wee receaue of theim for exchaunge of other of owre thynges, as of prifoners taken in warre, 
whiche they bye to eate, or for flieetes and other thynges perteynynge to the fumyture of houfeholde, fuche as 
they lacke which inhabite the mountaynes: And efpecially for vitayles wherof they ftande in greate neede by 
reafon of the bairennes of the mountaynes. This iomey therfore, muft bee made open by force of men. And 
when yowe are paflinge ouer thefe mountaynes (poyntinge with his fynger towarde the fouthe mountaynes) yowe 
flial fee an other fea, where they fayle with (hyppes as bygge as yowres (meanynge the caraueles) vfmge both 
(ayles and ores as yowe doo, althowghe the men bee naked as wee are. All the waye that the water runnethe 
frome the mountaynes, and all that fyde lyinge towarde the Southe, bryngeth foorth golde abundantly. As he 
fayde thefe woordes, he poynted to the veffelles in whiche they vfe to feme theyr meate, affirmynge that kynge 
TUmanama, and all the other kynges beyonde the mountaynes, had futhe and al their other houfeholde ftuffe of 
golde ; And that there was noo leffe plentie of golde amonge thofe people of the Southe, then of Iren with 
vs. For he knewe by relation of owre men, wherof owre fwoordes and other weapons were made. Owre 
capitaynes raarueylyng at the oration of the naked younge man (for they had for interpretours thofe three men 
whiche had byn before a yere and a halfe conueriant in the court of kynge Caretd) pondered in theyr myndes, 
and emeilly confidered his fayinges. Soo that his raflhenes in fcatteringe the golde owte of the balances, they 
turned to myrth and vrbanitie, commendynge his dooinge and fayinge therin. Then they aflced hym frendely, 
vppon what certeyne knoweleage he fpake thofe thynges: Or what he thowght befle herein to bee doone yf 
they Ihulde brynge a greater fupplye of men. To this, younge Comogrus, llayinge a whyle with hym felfe as it 
were an oratour preparinge him felfe to fpeake of fume graue matter, and difpofynge his bodye to a giellure 
meete to perfuade, fpake thus in his mother tonge. Gyue eare vnto me o yowe Chryilians. Albeit that the 
gredie hunger of golde hathe not yet vexed vs naked men, yet doo we deilroy one an other by reafon of ambi- 
tion and defyre to rule. Hereof fpringeth mortall hatred amonge vs, and hereof commethe owre deftruction. 
Owre prediceffours kepte warres, and foo dyd Comogrus my father with princes beir^e bortherers abowte hym. 
In the which warres, as wee haue ouercoome, fo haue wee byn ouercoome, as dothe appere by the number of 
bondemen amonge vs, which we tooke by the ouerthrowe of owre enemyes, of the whiche I haue gyuen yowe 
fiftie. Lykewyfe at an other tyme, owre aduerfaries hauinge th[e]upper hande agenfle vs, ledde away manye 
of vs captiue. For fuche is the chaunce of warre. Alfo, amonge owre familiers (wherof a great number haue 
byn captiues with them) beholde here is one whiche of longe tyme ledde a paynefull lyfe in bondage vnder the 
yoke of that kynge beyonde the mountaynes, in whofe kyngdome is fuche abundance of golde. Of hym, and 
fuche other innumerable, and lykewyfe by the refort of free men on theyr fyde comminge to vs, and ageyne of 
owre men refortinge to theim by (afe conduct, thefe thynges haue byn euer as well knowen vnto vs, as owre 
owne poffeffions. But that yowe maye bee the better affured hereof, and bee owte of aU fufpection that yowe 
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ftial not bee deceaued, make me the guyde of this viage, byndynge me fall and keepyng me in fafe cuflodie to 
bee hanged on the next tree, yf yowe fynde my fayinges in any point vntrewe. Folowe my counfayle therfore, 
and fend for a thoufande Chriftian men apte for the warres, by whofe power we may with alfo the men of 
warre of Comogrus my father armed after owre maner, inuade the dominions of owre enemyes : where, bothe 
yowe may bee latiffyed with golde, and we for owre conductinge and aydynge yowe in this enterpryfe, fhall 
thynke owre felues abundantly rewarded, in that yowe fhall helpe to delyuer vs from the ininries and perpetuall 
feare of owre enemies, After thefe woordes, this prudente yoimge Comogrus helde his peace. And owre men 
moued witli greate hope and hunger of golde, begaiine ageine to fwalowe downe theyr fpettle. 



C The fovrth booke of the seconde Decade, 
Of the ftippofed Continent. 




ilFter that they had taryed here a fewe dayes and baptifed Comogrus with all his famelie, and 
named hym by the name of Charles after the kynge of Spayne, they returned to theyr 
felowes in Dariena leauinge with hym the hope of the thoufande fouldyers, which his fonne 
requyred to paffe ouer thofe mountaynes towarde the South fea. Thus enteringe into the 
vyllage which they had chofen to inhabite, they had knowleage that Valdiuia was returned, 
within fyxe moonethes after his departure: but with noo great plentie of vytayles, bycaufe 
he browght but a fraaule ihippe ; yet with hope that fhortely after, there fliulde bee fent 
them abundance of vytayles with a newe fupply of men. For younge Colonus, the Admiral and viceroy of 
Hiffaniola, and the other gouemours of the Ilande, acknowleaged that hetherto they had noo refpecte to theym 
oiDarkna, bycaufe they fuppofed that Ancifus the Lieuetenant had fafcly arryued there with his ihippe laden 
with vatayles; wyllynge them from henfefoorth to bee of good cheere, and that they ihulde lacke nothynge 
hereafter: But that at this prefent tyme, they had noo bygger (hippe wherby they myght fende them greater 
plentie of neceOaries by Valdiuia. The vytayles therfore which he browght, ferued rather fumwhat to mytigate 
theyr prefent necelTitie, then to latilfye theyr lacke. Wherfore within a fewe dayes after Valdiuia his retume, 
they fel ageine into lyke fcarfnes: efpecially for afmuch as a great ftorme and tempeft whiche came from the 
Hombis thimder hyghc mountaynes with horrible thunder and lyghtnynge in the mooneth of Nouember, browght with it fuche 
thE mo4S"F '" a fludde, that it partely caryed away and partly drowned all the corne and feedes whiche they had fowne in tlie 
moonethe of September in a frutefull grounde before they went to kyng Comogrus. The feedes which they of 
Hifpaniola. caule Maizium, and they of Vraha caule Hobba: Wherof they make theyr breade, which alfo wee 
fayde to bee rype thryfe eueiy yeare, bycaufe thofe Regions are not bytten with the Iharpnes of wynter by 
reafon of theyr nerenes to the Equinoctial lyne. It is alfo agreable to the principles of naturall philofophie, 
that this breade made of Maizius or Hobba, fliulde bee more holfome for th[e]inhabitantes of thofe contreys 
then breade made of wheate, by reafon that it is of eafyer digeftion. For wheras coulde is wantinge, the 
naturall heate is not dryuen frorae the owtewarde partes into the inwarde partes and precordials, whereby 
digellion is much ftrengthened. Beinge therfore thus fnifl.rate of the increafe of theyr feedes, and the kynges 
nere abowte them fpoyled of both vytayles and golde, they were enforced to feeke theyr meate further of: And 
therwith to fignifie to the gouemours of Hifpaniola with what great neceffitie they were oppreffed : And what 
they had lemed of Comogrus as concemynge the Regions towarde the Southe : wyllynge them in confideration 
therof to aduertyfe the kynge to fende them a thoufande fouldiers, by whofe helpe they myght by force make 
waye throwghe the mountaynes diuidynge the fea on bothe fydes, if they coulde not brynge the iame to pafle 
quyetly. The lame Valdiuia was alfo fent on this meffage, caryinge with hym to the kynges treafourers (hauinge 
theyr office of recepte in Hifpaniola) three hundreth poundes weyght of golde after eyght ounces to the pounde, 
for the fyfte portion dewe to the kynges efcheker. This pounde of viii. vnces, the Spanyardes caule Marcha, 
whiche in weyght amounteth to fyftie pieces of golde cauled Caftdlani. But the Caftilians, caule a pound 
Pefum. We conclude therfore, that the fume hereof, was. xv. thoulande of thofe peeces of golde cauled 
Cafiellani. And thus is it apparente by this accompte, that they receaued of the barbarous kynges, a thoufande 
and fyue hundreth poundes of eyght ounces to the pounde. All the whiche they founde redy wrought in fundry 
kyndes of ouches, as cheynes, brafelets, tablets, and plates, bothe to hange before theyr breftes, and alfo at 
theyr eares, and nofethryls. Valdiuia therefore tooke (hyppinge in the fame carauell in the whiche he came 
lall, and returned alfo beefore the thyrde day of the Ides cf lanuary, in the yeare of Chrift M. D, XI. What 
chaunced to hym in this vyage, we wyll declare in place conuenienL But let vs nowe retume to them which 
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remayned in Vraba. After the difmiflinge of Valdiuia, beiiige pricked forwarde with owtragious hunger, they 
determined to fearche the inner partes of that goulfe in fundry places. The extreme angle or poynt of the 
fame goulfe is diftant from the enterance therof, aboute foure fcore myles. This angle or comer, the Span- 
yardes caule Culata. Vafchus hym felfe came to this poynte with a hundreth men, coaftynge alonge by the 
goulfe with one brygantine and certeyne of the boates of tliofe regions, which the Vrabians caule Vru, lyke 
vnto them whiche th[e]inhabitantes of Hifpamola caule Camas. From this poynt, there fauleth a ryuer from 
the Eail into the godfe, ten tymes bygger then the ryuer oi Darima which alfo fauleth into the fame. Saylyng 
alonge by the ryuer about the fpace of thirtie myles (for they caule it nyne leaques) and fumwhat inclynynge 
toMfarde the lyght hande fouthwarde, they founde certeyne vyllages of th[e]inhabitantes, the Kynge whereof, 
was cauled Dabaiba. Owre men alfo were certifyed before, that Cemacckus the kynge of Dariena whom they 
put to fiyght in the battayle, fledde to this Dabaiba. But at the commynge of owre men, Dabaiba alfo fledde. 
It is thowght that he was admonyflhed by Cemacckus, that he Ihulde not abyde the brunte of owre men. He 
folowed his counfayle : forfooke his vyllages, and lefte all thynges defolate. Yet owre men founde heapes of 
bowes and arrowes : Alfo much houfehold ftuffe and many fyflhyng boates. But thofe maryfhe groundes were 
neyther apte for fowinge of feedes or planting of trees. By reafon wherof, they founde there fewe fuche thynges 
as they defyred: that is, plentie of vytayles. For th[e]inhabitantes of this Region, haue noo breade but fuch as 
they get in other contreys nere abowte them by exchaunge for theyr fyfllie, only to feme theyr owns neceffitie. 
Yet founde they in the houfes of them that fledde, golde wrought and grauen, amountynge to the fume of feuen 
thoufande of thofe pieces whiche we layde to bee cauled Cajlellani -. Alfo certeyne canoas : of the which they 
brought away twoo widi them, and great plentie of theyr houfliolde ftuffe, with certeyne bundels of bowes and 
arrowes. They faye, that from the maryfflies of that ryuer, there coome certeyne battes in the nyght feafon, as 
bygge as turtle dooues, inuadyng men and bytinge them with a deadly wounde, as fume of them teflifie whiche 
haue byn bytten of the lame. I my felfe communing with Ancifus the Lieuetenant whom they reiected, and 
amonge other thynges alkynge him of the venemous bytinge of thefe battes, he toulde me that he hym felfe was 
bytten by one of them on the heele, his foote lyinge vncouered in the nyght by reafon of the heate in fommer 
feafon : But that it hurt hym noo more, then yf he hadde byn bytten by any other beafle not venemous. Other 
laye, that the bytynge of fume of them is venemous : Yet that the fame is healed incontinently, if it be waflhed 
with water of the fea. Ancifus toulde me alfo, that the venemous woundes made by the Canibales arrowes 
infected with poyfon, are healed by wafihynge with water of the fea, and alfo by cauterifing with hotte Irens ; 
And that he had experience thereof in the region of Caribana, where many of his men were fo wounded. 
They departed therfore, from the poynte of the goulfe of Vraba, not well contented bycaufe they were not laden 
with vitailes. In this their retume, there arofe foo greate a tempeft in that wyde goulfe, that they were enforced 
to carte into the fea, all the houfeholde (luffe whiche they tooke from the poore wretches whiche lyued onely by 
iiflhinge. The fea alfo fwalowed vpp the two boates that they tooke from tlieym, wherewyth the men were 
likewife drowned. Tlie lame tyme that Vafchus Nunnez attempted to fearche the poynte of the goulfe towarde 
the fouthe, euen then by agremente, dyd Rodertcus Colmmans take his viage towarde the mountaynes by the 
ealle, with thre fcor[e] men, by the ryuer of the other goulfe. Aboute fortie miles diflante from the mouthe of 
the ryuer, {for they caule it twelue leaques) he founde certeyne vilages fituate vppon the bankes of the ryuer, 
whofe Chiui, (that is,) kinge, they caule Turui. With this kinge dyd Colmenaris yet remayne when Vafchus 
after his returtie to Dariena, layling by the lame rjTier, came to hym. Here refreflhinge theyr hole coompany 
with the vitailes of this Turui, they departed from thenfe togyther. Other fortie myles from henfe, the ryuer 
encoompafeth an Hand mhabited with fyffher men. In this, bycaufe they fawe greate plentie of the trees which 
beare Caffia fifltda, they named the Hand Cannafifiula. They found in it, threefcore villages of tenne cotages 
apiece. On the right fyde of the Hand there runneth an other ryuer, whofe chanell is of depth fufRciente to 
beare brigantines. This ryuer they cauled Rluutn Nigrum: from the mouthe wherof about, xv. myles diftante 
they founde a towne of fyue hundreth houfes feuered; whofe Chehi, (that is,) kinge, was cauled Abenamachet. 
They all forfooke theyr houfes as foone as they harde of owre mennes commyng. But when they fawe that 
owre men purfued them, they turned ageyne and ranne vppon them with defperate mindes, as men driuen from 
their owne pofTeflions. Theyr wepons, are fwordes of wod, and long llaues like iauelens, hardened at the ende 
with fyer: But they vfe neyther bowes nor arrowes : nor any other of th[e]inhabitantes of the wefte fyde of the 
goulfe. The pore naked wretches were eafely dryuen to Sight with owre weapons. As owre men folowed theym 
in the chafe, they tooke the kinge Abenamachei and certeine of his noble men. A common fouldier of owres 
whom the kynge had wounded, coomminge to hym when he was taken, cutte of his arme at one flroke with his 
fwoorde. But this was doone vnwares to the capitaynes. The number of the Chriflian men which were here, 
was aboute a hundrethe and iiftie : the one halfe whereof, the capytaynes lefte here, and they with the refydue, 
rowed vpp the ryuer ageyne with twelue of the boates of thofe Regions, whiche they caul. Vru, as they of 
Hifpaniola caule them Canoas, as we haue fayde. From the ryuer of Jiiuus Niger and the Hand of Cannafifiula, 
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for the fpace of thrcefcore and ten mjles, leaning both on the right liande and on the lefte many riuers faulinge 
into it bigger then it felfe, tbey entred into one by the conductynge of one of the naked inhabitantes, bcinge 
appoynted a guyde for that purpofe, Vjipon the banke of this ryuer next \ nto the mouthe of the lame, there 
was a kynge cauled Ahibetba: who, bycaufe the Region was full of marylihes, had his palaice buykled in the 
toppe of a highe tree, a newe kynde of byldynge and feldome feene. But that lande beareth trees of fuche 
exceding heig[h]th, that emonge theyr branches, a man may frame large houfes : As wee reede the like in diners 
autoures hoive in many Regions where the ocean fea ryfethe and ouerflowethe the lande, the people were 
acciifloraed to flye to tiie high trees, and after the faule of the water, to take the fyffhe lefte on the lande. This 
maner of buyldinge, is to laye beames croffe ouer the branches of the trees, faile bownde togyther, and there 
vppon to rayfe theyr frame, ftrongly made ageynlle wynde and wether. Owre men fuppofe that they buylde 
theyr houfes in trees, by reafon of the greate fluddes and ouerflowinge of ryuers whiche often tymes chaunce in 
thofe Regions. Thefe trees are of fuche heighth, that the flrength of no manes arme is able to hurle a Hone to 
the houfes buylded therein. And therfore doo I gyne the better credit to Plinie and other autours whiche wrytte 
that the trees in fume places in India are foo high by reafon of the frutefulnes of the grounde, abundance of 
water, and heate of the Region, that noo man is able to fliute oner theym with an arrowe. And by iudgemente 
of all men, it is thowght that there is noo frutfuller ground vnder the foonne, then this is whereof wee nowe 
entreate. Owr men meafuringe manye of thefe trees, founde theym to bee of fuche biggnes, that feuen men, 
ye fumetymes eight, holdinge hande in hande with theyr armes ftreached furthe, were fcarfely able too fathame 
them aboute. Yet haue they theyr cellers in the grounde, well replenyflhed with fuch wynes wherof wee haue 
fpoken beefore. For albeit that the vehemencie of the W7nde, is not of poure to cade downe thofe houfes, or 
to breeke the branches of the trees, yet are they toffed therewith, and fwaye fumwhat from fyde to fyde, by 
reafon wherof, the wyne ihulde bee muche troubeled with moouinge. All other neceffayre thinges, they haue 
with theym in the trees. When the kynge or any other of the noble men, dyne or fuppe in thefe trees, theyr 
wynes are browght theym from the celleres by theyr feruantes, whyche by meanes of exercife, arc acciiflomed 
with noo lelfe celeritie to riinne vppe and downe tlie fteares adherente to the tree, then doo owre waytynge 
boyes vppon the playne grounde, fetche vs what wee caule for from the cobbarde byfyde owr dyninge table. 
Owre men therfore, came to the tree of kinge Abibeiba^ and by th[e]interpretoures cauled hym foorthe to 
communication, gyumge hym fignes of peace, and there vppon willinge hym to coomme downe. But he denyed 
that he woolde coomme owte of bis houfe : Defyringe them to fuffer hym to lyue after his fafihion. But owre 
men fell from fayre woordes to threateninge, that excepte he wolde defcende witii all his famelie, they wolde 
eyther ouerthrowe the tree, or elles fet it on fyer. When he had denied them ageyne, they fell to hewinge the 
tree with theyr axes. Abibeiba feeinge the chippes faule from the tree on euery fyde, chaunged his purpofe, and 
came downe with only two of his foones. Thus after they had entreated of peice, they communed of gatheringe 
of goide. Abibeiba anfwered that he had noo golde, and that he neuer had wv, neede therof, nor yet regarded 
it any more then ftones. But when they were inftante vppon hym, he "ajde \nto them If yoive foo greatly 
defyre golde, I will feeke for fume in the nexte mountaynes, and bnnge it vnto joxie For it is plentifully 
engendred in thofe mountaynes. Then he appointed a day when he wold bnnge this golde But Abibeiba 
came ney ther at the day, nor after the daye appoynted. They departed therfore from thenfe well refreflhed with 
bis vitailes and wyne, but not with goulde as they hoped. Yet i\ ere they cnformed the like by Abibeiba and his 
ditionaries as concerninge the golde mynes and the Canibales, as they harde before of kinge Comogrus. 
Saylinge yet further aboute thirtie myles, they chaunced vppon certej ne cotages of the Canibales : But vtterly 
voyde with owte men or iluffe. For when they had knowleage that owre men w \ndered m the prouinces nere 
aboute theym they reforted to the mountaynes, caryinge al the)r i; lode'; and llutte wjth them 




f[ The fyfte booke of the seconde Decade 
Of the fuppojed continent. 

N the meane tyme whyle thefe thynges were doone alonge by the fhores or bankes of the 
ryuer, a certeyne Decurian, that is a capytayne ouer tenne, of the coompanye of thofe which 
Vafcus and Colmenaris had lefte for a garryfon in Rim Nigro in the dominion of kynge 
Abtnamachei, whether it were that he was compelled tlirowgh hunger, or that his fataule dayes 
was nowe coome, he attempted with his fouldiers to fearche the countreys nere there about, 
and entered into the vyllage of a king cauled Abraiba. This capitaynes name was Rata: 
whom Abraiba (lewe, with twoo of his felowes: but the refydue fledde. Within a fewe da)L-(i 
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after, Ahraiba hauinge compaffion of the calamitie of his kynfeman and neyghbour Abenamachdus being dryuen 
from his owne poffeflions (whofe anne alfo we fayd before that one of the fouldlers cut of at the riuer of Riuo 
Nigra and nowe remaynynge with Ahraiba to whome he fledde by (lelth after he was taken, went to Abibeiba 
th[e]inhabitour of the tree, who had nowe lykewyfe forfaken his contrey for feare of owre men, and wandered 
in the defolate raountaynes and wooddes. When he had therfore founde him, he fpake to him in this effecte. 
What thynge is this Oh vnfortunate Abibeiba: or what nation is this that foo tormenteth vs that wee can not 
enioye owre quyet lybertie? Howe longe, howe longe I fay fliall wee fuffer theyr crueltie? were it not much 
better for vs to die, then to abide fnch iniuries and oppreflions as yow, as Abinamachetus owre kynfeman, as 
Cemacchus, as Careia, as Poncha, as I and other princes of owr order doo fufleyne ? Canne any thinge bee more 
intollerable then to fee owre wyues, owre chyldren, and owre fubiectes, to bee ledde awaye captiues, and owre 
goodes to be fpoyled euen before owre faces. 

I take the goddes to wytnes, that I fpeake not foo much for myne owne part as I doo for yowe whofe cafe 
I lament. For albeit they haue not yet touched me, neuerthelefle, by the example of other, I owght to thynke 
that my deflruction is not farre of. Let vs therfore (yf wee bee men) trye owre ftrengthe and proue owre 
fortime ageynfl them whiche haue deke thus cruelly with Abenamaiheius, and dryuen hym owte of his contrey. 
Let vs fet on them with all owre poure, and vtterly deftroy them And yf wee can not fleye them al, yet (hall 
wee make them afrayde eyther to affayle vs ageyne, or at the leafl dimynyiVhe theyr poure. For what foo euer 
ihall befaule, nothynge can chaunce woorfe vnto vs then that which we now fuffer. When Abibdba harde thefe 
wordes and fuch other like, he conde[f]cended to doo in al thinges as Abraiba wolde req^uyre: Where vppon 
they appoynted a day to brynge theyr confpiracie to paffe. But the thynge chaunced not accordynge to their 
defyre. For of thofe whiche wee fayde to haue paffed to the Canibales, there returned by chaunce to Riuus 
Niger the nyght before the day appoynted to woorke theyr feate, thirtie men to the ayde of theym whiche were 
lefte there yf anye fedition fliulde ryfe as they fufpected. Therfore at the daunyng of the day, the confetherate Ti«kyng, 
kynges with fyue hundreth of theyr ditionaries armed after theyr raaner, befeaged the vyllage with a terrible flyghi!'" 
alarome, knowynge nothynge of the newe menne which came thether the lame nyght. Here owre tai^et men 
came foorth ageynfl them, and fyrft, aflayled them a farre of with theyr arrowes, then with theyr pykes, and lafle 
with theyr fwoordes ; But the naked feely fowles, perceauinge a greater number of theyr aduerfaries then they 
looked for, were foone dryuen to flyght, and flayne for the moll parte lyke fcaterynge flieepe. The kynges 
efcaped, they flewe manye, and tooke many captiues whiche they fente to Dariena where they vfe them for 
labourers to tyll and fowe they grounde. Thefe thynges thus happely atchyued, and that prouince quyeted, 
they returned by the ryuer to Dariena, leauinge theyr thyrtie men for a garryfon vnder the gouernance of one 
Furatado a capitayne. This Furaiado therfore, fente from Riuo Nigra where he was appoynted gouemoure, 
twentie of his felowes and one woman, mth. xxiiii. captiues to Vafckus and his company, in one of the byggefl 
Canoas of that prouince. As they rowed downe by the ryuer, there came foorth foodenly ouerthwarte the 
ryuer ageynll them, fonre greate Carwas, which ouerthrew theyr boate and flewe as many of them as they coulde 
coome by, bycaufe they were vnprepared fufpecting noo fuch thinge. Owre men were all drowned and flayne 
excepte twoo, which hyd them felues amonge certeyne fagottes that fwamme on the water, in the whiche they 
laye lurkynge, and foo efcaped to theyr felowes in Dariena: who by them beinge aduertyfed hereof, beganne 
to cafle theyr wyttes what this thyng might meane : bemge no letfe felicitate for them felues, then meditatynge 
in what daunger theyr felowes had byn in Riuo Nigra, excepte by good fortune, thofe thirtie newe men which 
were fente to them, had coome to the vyllage the nyght before the confpiracie Ihulde haue byn wrought Con- 
fultinge therefore what was befl to bee doone herein, at the lengthe with dylygent fearchynge they had 
intelligence that fyue kynges, that is to wytte, Abibeiba the inhabitoure of the tree, and Cemacchus dryuen from 
his vyllage whiche owre menne nowe poffeifed, Abraiba alfo and Abenamachdus, kynfemen, with Dabaiba the 
king of the fyfher men inhabytinge the comer of the goulfe whiche we cauled Culata, were all aflembled to 
confpire the Chrillian mens deflruction at a day affigned. Which thynge had furely coome to pafTe, if it had 
not byn otherwyfe hyndered by gods prouidence. It is therfore afcrybed to a myracle: And trewly not 
vnwoorthely if wee weye howe chaunce detected and bewrayed the counfayle of thefe kynges. And bycaufe it 
is worthy to bee harde, I wyll declare it in fewe woordes. Vafchus Nunnez therfore, who rather by poure then 
by election, vfurped the gouemaunce in Dariena, beinge a mailer of fence, and rather a rafllie royft,er then 
politike capitayne (althowgh fortune fumtyme fauoureth fooles) amonge many women which in dyuers of thefe 
regions he had taken captyue, had one whiche in fauoure and bewtie excelled all other. To this woman her 
owne brother often tymes reforted, who was alfo dryuen owte of his contrey with kynge Cemacchus, with whom 
he was very familier and one of his chiefe gentelmen. Amonge other communication which he had with his 
fyfler whom he loned entierly, he vttered thefe woordes. My deare and welbeloned fyller, gyue eare to my 
fayinges, and keepe mofte fecreatelye that whiche I wyll declare vnto yowe, yf yowe defyre yowre owne wealth 
and rayne, and the nrofperitie of owre contrey and kynfefolkes. The infolencie and crueltie of thefe menne 
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wlii<_hc liaue diyuen vs owte of owre poffeffions, is foo intollerable, that the princes of the lande are deterrayned 
1100 longer to fufteyne theyr oppreffions. 

By the conductinge therfore of fyue kinges {which he named in order) they haue prepared a hundreth 
greate Camas, with fyue thoufande men of warre by lande and by fea, with vitailes alfo in the village of Tichtrt, 
fufficient to maintayne fuch an army. Declarlnge further, that the kinges by agremente, had diuided emonge 
theym the goodes and headdes of owre men ; And therfore admonyllied her, at the daye appoynted by fume 
occafion to conueigh her felfe owte of the way, lefle fhee (huld bee flayne in the confiifion of the bataile. For 
the fouldier victourer, is not woonte to fpare any that commethe in his rafe. And thus fliewinge his fyfler the 
daye alfigned to the flawghter, he departed. But the younge woman (for it is the fwoord that women feare and 
obferue more then the grauitie of Cato,) whether it were for the loue or feare that Ihee had to Vafckus, for- 
gettinge her parentes, her kynCfolkes, her countrey and all her frendes, ye and all the kinges into whofe throtes 
Vajchus, had thnide his fwoorde ihee opened all the matter vnto hym, and conceled none of thofe thinges 
whiche her vndifcrete broother had declared to her. When Vafckus therfore had hard the matter, he caufed 
Fuluia, (for foo had they named her) to fer.de for her brother, who came to her immediatly, was taken, and 
enforced to tell the hole circumilances of the matter. Where vppon, he playnely confelfed that kinge Cemacchus 
hys lorde and mafter, fente thofe foure canoas to the deflruction of owre men, and that thefe newe confpiracies 
were attempted by his confaile. Likewife that Cemacchus fowght the deflruction of Yaschus hym felfe when he 
fent hym fortie men vnder pretence of frendfhippe to tyll and fowe his grownd after the maner of the contrey, 
gyuinge them in commaundement to fleye Vafchus at Marris, wh3T:her he reforted to comforte his laboures as 
the maner is of all good hufbandes. Yet durlle they at noo tyme execute theyr lordes commaundemente vppon 
hym, bycaufe Vafchus came neuer emonge them afoote or vnarmed, but was accuflomed to ryde to theym in 
harnes with a iauelen in his hande and a fwoorde by his fyde. Wherfore Cemacchus beinge frullrate of his 
particuler confaile, tooke this lafle thing in hande to his owne deflruction and his neighbours. For tlie 
confpiracie beinge detected, Vafchus cauled threefcore and temie fouldiers, commaundingc them to folowe him, 
but declared nothing vnto them whether hee wente or what hee entended to do. He wente forwarde therfore 
fyrfle towarde Cemacchus which ley from hym, onely tenne myles. But he had knowleage that he was fledde to 
Dabaiba the kinge of the mariHies of Culata. Yet fearchinge his village, he founde a noble man a ruler vnder 
hym and alfo his kinffeman, whome he tooke prifoner with many other of his familiers and frendes both men 
and women. The fame houre that he fette forwarde to feeke for Cemaahus, Hodericus Colmaiaris rowed vp the 
ryuer with foure of theyr byggeAe Camas and threefcore men by the conduction of the maydes brother who 
browght hym to the village of Ttchiri, in the which we fayd all their vitailes to remayne whiche were prepared 
for theyr armye. Colmenaris therfore, faeked the village, and poffeffed all their vitayles and wyne of fundry 
colours: likewife tooke the gouernoure thereof prifoner, and hanged hym on the tree in whiche he dwelte hym 
felfe, commaundinge hym too bee Iliotte throwgh with arrowes in the fight of th[e]inhabitantes, and with hym 
foure other lulers to bee hanged on iebbettes to the exemple of other rebelles. This punyflhmente thus 
executed vppon the confpiratours, Ilrooke the hartes of all th[e]inhabitantes of the prouince wyth fuche feare, 
that there is not nowe a man that dare (loore his finger ageynft the wrathe of owre men. They lyue nowe 
therefore quietly: And the other kinges by theyr exemple doo the gladlyer Uue in fubiection, with leffe offence 
bearinge the yoke whyche they can by noo meanes fliake of 
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ilHefe thynges, thus fynyKhed, alfemblinge all their company togither they determined with one 
confente, that a meffynger fiiulde foorth with bee fente to Hifpaniola (from whenfe they haue 
their lawes and ayde) to declare the hole order of all thefe affayres, fyrfle to the admirall and 
gouernoure of the Ilande, and afterwarde to the Kinge of Spayne, and to perfuade hym to 
fende thofe thouland men which younge Coimgrus faid to bee expediente to paffe ouer the 
mountaynes lying betwene them and the golden regions towarde the Southe. Vafchus him 
felfe dyd greatiy affecte this embafage: But neyther woolde the refydewe of his felowes 
electe hym therto, nor his factionaries fuffer hym to departe : Afwell for that therby they thought they (hulde 
bee left defolate, as alfo that they murmured that if Vafchus (hulde once goo from theym, he wolde neuer returne 
to fuche turmoyles and calamities, by thfe]example of Valdiuia and Zamudius, who had byn now abfente fence 
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the mooneth of January, in foo muche that they thowght they woolde neuer coomme ageine. But the matter 
was otherwife then they tooke it, as I wyl !hewe in his place. For they were perillhed. At the lengeth after 
many fcrutinies, they elected one John Quicedus, a graue man wel! in yeares, and treafourer of the kings efchcker 
in thofe prouinces. They had conceaued a good opinion of this Quicedus that all thynges fhiilde bee well 
browght to pafTe by his meanes, afwell for his wyfdome, as alfo that they were in good hop[e] of his retume, bycaufe 
he had brought his wiffe with hym to thofe regions, whome he lefte with his felowes for a pledge of his comminge 
ageyne. When they had thus elected Quicedus, they were ageyne of diners opinions whome they might ioyne 
with hym for aiTiilance : Affirminge that it were a daungerous thinge to committe foo weightye a matter to one 
mans handes. Not that they miftruited Quicedus, but bycaufe the life of man is frayle, and the chaunge of the 
ayer perelous, efpecially to theym hauynge nowe of longe tyme byn accuflomed to the temperature nere vnto 
the EquimcHall, if they fliulde bee compelled to retnrne to the North with alteration of ayer and dyet. They 
thowght it therfore good to appoynt a companion to Quicedus, that if by chance the one (huld fayl the other 
might remayne: And that if they both efcaped, the king (huld gyue the better credit to the relation of both : 
After longe confultation therfore, they chofe Rodericus Colmenaris a man of good experience, of whom we haue 
often tyraes made mencion. For from his youth, he had trauayled ouer al Europe by land and by fea, and was 
prefent at the doinges of all thynges in Italy ageynfl the Frenchemen: Of whofe retume alfo, they had noo 
fmaule hope bycaufe he had many fermes and hadde tylled and fowne much grounde in Dariena, by th[e]in- 
creafe wherof he might get much gold by fellyng the fame to his feloivs. He lefte therfore the charge of al his 
aifayres in Dariena, with his partener Alphonfus Nunnez, a ludge of the lawe, who a!fo was lyke to haue byn 
chofen procuratoure of this vyage before Colmenaris if one had not put theim in remembraunce that he had a 
^vyfeat Matritis: fearyng lead beinge ouercoome with her teares, he woolde no more retume. Colmenaris 
therefore, a free man and at libertie being affociate alTiflant with Quicedus they tooke fiiyppyng togyther in a 
brigantine, the fourth day of the Calendes of Nouember, in the yeare of Chrift. 1512. In this vyage, beinge 
toffed with fundry tempelles, they were by the violence of the wynde, cafl. vppon the Welle coaftes of that large 
Ilande whiche in the fyrlle Decade we cauled Cuba, fuppofed to haue byn fyime lande. They were fore 
oppreffed with hunger. For it was nowe three moonethes fence they departed from theyr felowes. By reafon 
whereof, they were enforced to take lande to proue what ayde they coulde gette amonge the inhabitantes. 
Theyr chaunce therefore, was to arryue in that part of the Ilande, where Valdiuia was dryuen alande by tempeCl. 
But oh yowe wretched men of Dariena} Tary for Valdiuia. whom yowe fent to prouide to helpe yowce 
neceffitiesP Prouyde for yowre feiues rather and truft. not to them whofe fortune yowe knowe not. For when 
he arryued in Cuba, th[e]inhabitantes flewe him with al his felowes, and lefte the carauell wherin they were 
caried, torne in pieces and halfe couered with fande on the Ihore: where Quicedus and Colmenaris fyndyng the 
fragmentes therof, bewayled their felowes myffortune. But they founde none of theyr carkefes : fuppofmge 
that they were eylher drowned, or deuoured of the Canibals, which oftentymes make incuriions into that Ilande 
to hunte for men. But at the length, by twoo of the Ilande men which they had taken, they had knowleage of 
Valdiuia his dellruction: And that th[e]inhabitantes the more greedely attempted the fame, for that they had 
haide by the bablynge of one of his felowes that he had great plentie of gold. For they alfo take pleafure in 
the bewtie of gold, which they fonne artificially into fundry ouches. Thus owre men (Iryken with penfyuenes 
for the cruell deilenie of theyr felowes, and in vayne feekynge reuenge for theyr iniuries, determyned to forlake 
that vnfortunate lande, departynge from thofe couetous naked barbarians with more forowe and necelTitie then 
they were in before. Or euer they had paffed the South fyde of Cuba, they fel into a thoulande myffortunes ; 
and had intellygence that Fogeda airyued thereaboute, leadjmge a myferable lyfe, toffed and turmoyled with 
tempelles and vexed with a thou&nd perplexities: Soo that departing from thenfe almofl alone, his felowes 
beinge for the mod parte all coufnmed with maladies and famyn, he came with much difficultie to Hijpaniola, 
where he dyed by force of the poyfon of his venemous wound which he had receaued in Vraba as we haue laid 
before. But Ancifus elected Lieuetenaunt, fayled by all thofe coalles with much better fortune. For as he 
hym felfe toulde me, he founde profperons wyndes in thofe parties, and was well enterteyned of th[e]inhabi- 
tantes of Cuba. But this fpecially in the dominion of a certeyne kynge whofe name was Commendalor. 
For wheras he defyred of the Chriilian men whiche paffed by, to bee baptifed, demaundynge the 
name of the gouernour of the Ilande next vnto Htfpaniola, beinge a noble man and a knyght of 
th[e]order of Calairaua of which order al are cauled Commendatores, this kynges defyre was to bee named 
after hym. Kynge Commendator therfore, frendely receaued Ancifus, and gaue hym greate abundance 
of al thynges neceffarie. But what Ancifus lemed of theyr religion durynge the tyme of his remaynynge 
there, I haue thowght good to aduertyfe yowre holynes. Yowe (hall therefore vnderflande, that certeyne 
of owre men faylinge by the coaftes of Cuba, lefte with kynge Commendator a certeyne poore maryner 
beinge difeafed. Who in Ihorte fpace reconeringe his health, and hauynge nowe fumwhat lemed theyr language, 
beganne to growe into great eflimation with the kynge and his fubiectes, in foo muche that he was oftentymes 
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the kynges Lieuetenaunt in his warres ageynfl other princes his bortherers. This mans fortune was foo good, 
that all thynges profpered well that he tooke in hande. And albeit that he were not lemed, yet was he a 
vertuous and well meanynge man accordynge to his knowleage, and dyd religioufly honoure the bleffed virgin, 
bearynge euer about with hym her picture fayre paynted vpon paper and fowd in his apparell nere vnto his brelle : 
Signifyinge vnto the kyng, that this holynes was the caufe of al his victories : periuadynge hym to doo the lyke, 
and to cad away all his Zemss which were none other then the fymilitudes of euyll fpirites, mofle cniell enemyes 
and deuourers of owre fowles: And to take vnto hym the holy virgin and moother of god to bee his patroneffe 
if he defyred all his affayres afwell in warre as in peace to fucceed profperouily. Alfo that the bleffed virgyn 
woolde at noo tyme fayle hym, but bee euer redy to helpe him and his, if they woolde with deiioute hartes caule 
vppon her name. The maryner had foone perfuaded the naked nation: And there vppon gaue the kynge (who 
demaunded the fame) his pycture of the virgin, to whom he buylded and dedicate a chapell and an altare, euer 
aflier contemnynge and leiectynge his Zemcs. Of thefe Zemes made of goffampine cotton to the fimilitudes of 
fprytes walkynge in the nyght which they oftentymes fee, and fpeake with them familiarly, wee haue fpoken 
fulliciently in the nynth booke of the fyrile Decade, Furthermore, accordynge to the inflitution of this maryner, 
when the foonnc draweth towarde the faule, this kynge Commendator with all his famely bothe men and women, 
reforte daylye to the fayde chapell of the virgin Marie, where kneelyng on theyr knees and reuerently bowyng 
downe theyr heades, holdynge theyr handes ioyned togyther, they falute th[e]image of the virgin with thefe 
woordes : Aue Maria, Aue Maria. For fewe of them can rehearfe any more woordes of this prayer. At 
Ancifvs his beinge there, they tooke hym and his felowes by the handes, and ledde them to this chapell with 
reioyfmge, fayinge that they woolde fliewe theym maruelous thynges. When they were entered, they poynted 
with theyr fyngers to the Image of the virgin al to befet and hanged abowte with ouches and iewels and many 
earthen pottes, fylled fum with fundry meates, and fume with water, roivnde aboute all the tabernacle. For 
thefe thynges they offer to the image in the fleede of iacrifice, accordyng to theyr owlde fupetflicion towarde 
theyr Zemes. Beinge demaunded why they dyd thus, they anfwered, leade the image (hulde lacke meate if 
perhaps it fliuld be a hungerd. For they moil certenly beleue that images may hunger, and that they doo eate 
and drynke. But what ayde and helpe they confeffe that they haue had of the godly poure of this image, that 
is of the bleffed virgin, it is a thynge woorthy to be harde, and moil affuredly to bee taken for a truthe. For 
by the report of owre men, there is fuch feruent godly loue and zeale in thefe fimple men toward the holy vit^in, 
that to them beinge in the daungers of warre ageynfl, theyr enemies, they doo in maner (yf I may foo terme it) 
compel her to defcende from heauen to helpe them in theyr neceflities ; For fuch is the goodnes of god, that 
he hath lefte vnto men in maner a pryce wherby wee may purchafe hym with his holy angels and fayntes, that 
is to wytte, bumyng loue, charitie and zeale. Howe therfore can the bleffed virgin at any time be abfent from 
them which cal for her helpe with ptire faith ind feruent loue? Commendator him felfe, with al his noble men 
and gentelmen, doo tcdifie with one vojce, that m a fought battayle in the which this maryner was capifayne, 
bearyng with hym this picture of the \u-gm Mane, the Zemes of theyr enemies turned their backes and trembeled 
in the prefence of the virgins Image and m the f>ght of them all. For euery of them brynge theyr Zemes to the 
battayle, hopynge by theyr helpe to obte)Tie the victorie. Ye they fay further, that duryng the tyme of the 
battayle, they fawe not only an Image, but a haely woman clothed in fayre and whytc apparel, aydynge them 
ageinfl, theyr enemies whiche thynge alio the enemyes them felues acknowleaged, confeffynge that on the 
contrarye parte (hee appeared to them, fliakjnge a fepter in her hande with threatenynge countenaunce, whiche 
caufed theyr hartes to (hake and faynt for feare But after that this maryner departed from them, beinge taken 
into a fhyppe of certeyne Chriflians paffynge by thofe coalles, Commendator declared that he with all his 
fubiectes, continually obfenied his inllitucions : In foo muche that beinge at contention with another prince, 
which of theyr Zemes were mode holy and of greatefte poure, the matter grewe to fuche extremitie that they 
tryed it with hande llrokes: And that in all thefe attemptes, the bleffed virgin neuer fayled hym, but was euer 
prefente in the brunte of tlie battayle, and gaue hym eafye victorie with a fmaule poure of men, ageynft a mayne 
armye of his enemies. Beinge demaunded with what woordes they cryed vppon the virgin Mary when they 
affayled theyr enemies, they anfwered that they had lemed noo other woordes of the mariners doctrine, but 
San&a Maria adiuua nos, SanBa Maria adiuua nos: That is, holy Mary helpe vs, holy Marye helpe vs: And 
this alfo in the Spanyflhe tonge. For he had lefte thefe woordes in the mouthes of all men. Whyle they 
murthered and deflroyed them felues thus on bothe fydes, they fell to entreatie of peace and agreed to trye the 
matter, not hande to hande by combatte of certeyne chofen for bothe parties as the maner was amonge the 
Romaynes and dyuers other nations in the owlde tyme, or by any flyght or policie, but that twoo younge men 
Ihulde bee chofen, for eche partie one, with theyr handes bounde fall behynde them in the playne fielde, bothe 
parties beinge fworne to acknowleage that Zemes to bee the better, which fyrft loofed the handes of the younge 
man whiche floode bounde for the tryall of his religion. Thus diuidinge them felues, and placeinge the 
fayde younge men before them in the fyght of them al, with theyr handes faff bounde by theyr enemyes, the 
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contrary parte cauled fyrfl on theyr Zemes {that is, the deuyll to whofe flmilitude theyr Images are made) who 
immediatly appered in his lykenes aboute the younge man that ftoode bounde in the defence of Sathans 
kyngedome. 

But as foone as Commendator with his coompanye cryed SanSla Maria adtuua nos, SanBa Maria adiuua 
nos, forthwith there appeared a fayre virgin clothed in whyte, at whofe prefence the deuell vanquiflhed immediatly. 
But the virgin hauinge a longe rod in her hande, and putting the fame on the bandes of the younge man that 
ftoode for Commendator, his handes were loofed immediatly in the fyght of them all, and his bandes founde 
about the handes of hym that ftoode for the other partie, in fomuch that they them felues fownde hym dowble 
bounde. But for all this, were not the enemies fatilTyed: querelinge that this thynge was doone by fum flyght 
or diuife of man, and not by the poure of the better Zemes. And there vppon requyred for th[e]aduoydynge 
of all fufpection, that there myght bee eyght graue and fage men appoynted, for eche fyde foure, whiche lliulde 
bynde the men in the fyght of theim all, and alfo gyue iudgemente whether the thynge were doone withowte 
crafte or gyle. Oh pure fimplicitie and conllant fayth r Oh golden and blelTed confidence. Commendator and 
his familiers, doubted not to graunte theyr enemies theyr requefle with lyke faythe wherwith the difeafed woman 
obteyned healthe of the fluxe of her bludde, and wherby Peter feared not to walke on the fea at the fyght of 
his mailer Chrifle. Thefe younge men therfore were bounde in the prefence of thefe eight graue men, and 
were placed within theyr lyftes in the fyght of bothe parties. Thus vppon a figne gyuen, when they cauled 
vppon theyr Zemes, there appered in the f)^ht of them all, a deuyll with a longe tayle, a ivyde mouthe, greate 
teeth, and homes, refemblyng the fimilitude of the Image which the kyng being enemye to Commendator, 
honoured for his Zemes. As this deuyl attempted to loofe the bandes of his cliente, the bleffed virgin was 
immediatly prefente as before at the caule of Commendator and his fubiectes, and with her rodde loofed the 
bandes of her fuppliant, which were ageyne lykewyfe founde fall tyed aboute the handes of hym that ftoode for 
the contrarye parte. The enemies therefore of Commendator, beinge ilryken with greate feare and amafed by 
reafon of this greate miracle, confeffed that the Zemes of the virgin was better then their Zemes. For the better 
profe wherof, thefe pagans beinge bortherers to Commendator, which had euer before byn at continuall warre 
and enmitie with hym, when they had knowleage that Ancifus was arryued in thofe coalles, they fente ambafa- 
doures vnto hym, to defyre hym to fend them preefles of whom they might bee baptifed : Where vppon he fent 
them twoo which hee had with hym there at that prefenL They baptifed in one day a hundreth and thirtie of 
th[e]inhabitantes, fumtyme enemyes to Commendator, but now his frendes and ioyned with him in aliance. All 
fuche as came to bee baptifed, gaue the preefles of theyr owne hberalitie, eyther a cocke or a henne. But no 
capons: for they can not yet (kyl how to came theyr cocke chykens to make them capons, Alfo certeyne 
felted fyflhes, and newe fyne cakes made of theyr breade: likewife certeyne foules franked and made fatte. 
When the preeftes reforted to the fhippes, fyxe of thefe newe baptyfed men accoompanied theym laden with 
vitailes, wherwith they ledde a ioyfull Eafler. For on the Sunday two dayes before (aynte Zazarus day, they 
departed from Bariena, and touched at that tyme, onely to the cape or angle of Cuba nere vnto the Eafle fyde 
of Hiffaniola. At the requefle of Commendator, Ancifus lefte with hym one of his coompanie, to th[e]intente 
too teache hym and his fubiectes wyth other his bortherers, the ialutacion of the angell whiche we caule the Aue 
Maria. For they thinke them felues to be foo much the more beloued of the bleffed virgin, as they can 
reherfe the more woordes of that prayer. Thus Ancifus takinge his leaue of kynge Commendator, directed his 
courfe to Hifpaniola, from whiche he was not farre. Shortely after, he tooke his viage to Spayne, and came to 
Valladoleto to the kynge, to whom he made greuous complaint of the infolencie of Vafchus Nunnez, in fo muche 
that by his procuremente, the Kynge gaue fentence ageynfte hym. Thus muche haue I thowght good {mode 
holy father) wherof to aduertyfe yowr holynes as concernyng the religion of thefe nations, not only as I haue 
byn inHructed oi Amifus (wyth whom I was dayly conuerfante in the court and vfed hym familiarlye) but alfo 
as I was enformed of dyuers other men of greate autoritie, to th[e]intente that yowre excellencie may vn-ler- 
flande howe docible this kynde of men is, and wyth what facilitie they may bee allured to embrafe o»r 
religion. But this can not bee doone foodenlye. Yet we haue greate caufe to hope that in fliorte tyme they 
wilbe all drawen by litle and litle to the euangelicall lawe of Chrifle, to the great encreafe of his flocke. But 
let vs nowe returne to the meffengers or procuratours as concemijTige the affayres <:>{ Dariena. 
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C The seventh booke of the seconde decade 
Of the fuppofed continenfe. 



Ofwhomlhe 



Thie] oradon of 
the byBh<^ of 




|]Rom Dariena to Hifpaniola is eyghte dayes Ikiliiige and fumtymes leffe with a profperous 
ttynde. Yet Qukedus and Cobnenaris the procuratours of Dariena, by reafon of tempeftes 
and contrary wyndes, could fcarfely faile it in a hundrethe dayes. When they had 
taryed a fewe dayes in Hifpaniola, and had declared the caufe of the comminge to the 
admirall and the other gouemours, they tooke fhippinge in two marchante Ihippes beinge 
redye fumyfOied, which were alfo accuilomed to laile too and froo betwene Spayne and the 
Ilande of Hifpaniola. They departed from Dariena (as we fayde before) the fourthe day 
of the calendes of noiiember in the yeare of Chrifl. 15 12, and came not to the courte before the caiendes of 
May in the yeare folowinge beinge the yeare of Chrifle. 1513- At th[e]yr commynge to the courtej lohamies 
Fonfeca (to whom at the begynnynge the charge of thefe affayies was committed, whom alfo for hys faithful 
feruice towarde the kinge, yoivre holynes created generall conuniifarie in the warres ageynlle the moores) 
receaued them honorablyj as men comminge from the newe world, from naked nations, and landes vnknowen 
to other menne. 

C By the prefermente therefore of the byflhope of Surges, Quicedus and Colmmaris were brought before 
the king, and declared theyr legacie in his prefence. Suche newes and prefentes as they brought, were 
delectable to the kinge and his noble men, for the newnes and ftraungnes therof They alfo fuiomed with me 
often tymes. Theyr countenaunces doo declare the intemperatenes of the ayer and region of Dariena. For 
they are yelowe lyke vnto them that haue the yelowe gaundies ; And alfo fwolne. But they afcrybe the caufe 
hereof, to the hunger which they fuCleyned in tyme pall. I haue byn aduertifed of th[e]affayres of this newe 
woorlde, not onely by thefe procuratours of Darieiia, and Amifus, and Zamudius, but alfo by conference with 
Baccia the lawier, who ranne ouer a greate parte of thofe coailes Likew}fe by relation of Vincentius Annez 
the patrone of the Ihippes, and Alfonfus Nignus, both being men of greate experience and wel trauayled in 
thofe parties, befide many other, of whom wee haue made mention in other places. For there came nener any 
from thenfe to the court, but tooke greate pleafute to certifie mee of al th) nges eyther by woorde of mouth or by 
wrytynge. Of many thynges therfore which I lemed of them, I haue gathered fuche as to my Judgement feeme 
moile worthy to fatiffie them that take delyte in hyftoties. But let vs nowe declare what folowed after the 
comminge of the procuratours oi Dariena. Therfore, before theyr arryuall there was a rumours fpreade in the 
courte, that the chiefe gouemoures and Lieuetenauntes Nicuefa and Fogeda, alfo Johannes De la Coffa (a man of 
fuch reputacion that by the kinges letters patentes he was named the greate mailer of the kynges (hyppes) were 
all peryfhed by mifchaunce ; And that thofe fewe which yet remayned alyne in Dariena, were at contencion and 
difcorde amonge them felues: So that they neyther endeuoured theyr diligence to allure thofe fimple nations to 
owre faythe, nor yet had regarde to fearche the natures of thofe Regions. In confideration wherof, the kynge 
was determyned to fende a newe capitayne thyther whiche fliulde reflore and fet all thynges in good order, and 
put diem owte of autoritie whiche hadde vfurped th[e]empire of thofe prouinces withowte the kynges fpeciall 
commaundement. To this office, was Qn& Petrus Arias 3.{{i^^A,z.ra3.ii of greate prowes and acitifen of^rgswa*. 
But when the procuratours of Dariena had publiftied in the courte howe greate a matter it was, and of what 
moment, many laboured emelLly to the kyng, to take the office owte of his handes. But the byflhop of Surges 
beinge the kinges chiefe chaplayne, and one of the commiffioners appoynted by hym in thefe matters, beinge 
aduertifed hereof, came irmnediatly to the kynge, and fpake to hym in this eftcct May it pleafe yowre hyghnes 
to vnderftand (moIle catholyke Prince) that wheras Petrus Arias a man of \aliente corage and greate feruice, 
hath offered hym felfe to aduenture his lyfe in yowre maiellies affayres, vnder vncerteyue hope of gayne and 
mofle certeyne perels, yet that notwithllandynge fum other haue ambicioufly maliced his felicide and preferment 
labouringe for th[e]office whereto he is elected : It maye pieafe yowre grace herein foo to fliewe hym yowr fauour 
and permit hym to enioye his (ayde office, as yowre maieflie doo knowe hym to bee a woorthy and meete man 
for the fame, hauyng in tyme pafle had greate experience of his prowefle and vaUantneffe, afwel! in behauinge 
hym felfe as orderinge his fouldiers, as yowr hyghnes may the better confyder if it fhal pleafe yowe to caule to 
remembrance his doinges in the warres of Aphrica, where he (hewed hym felfe bothe a wyfe Capitayne, and 
valient fouldier. As conceminge his maners and vfages other wayes, they are not vnknowen to yowre maieflie, 
vnder whofe wynge he hath of a chylde byn browght vp in the courte, and euer founde faythfull towarde yowre 
hyghneffe. \\'herfore, to declare my opinion vnder yowce graces fauour (whom it hath pleafed to appoynt me a 



Hosted by Google 



The feconde Decade. 



127 



commiffioner in thefe affayres) I think it were vngodly that he fhuld bee put from his office at the fute of any 
other, efpecially beinge thereto moued by ambition and couetoufnes: who perchaunce woold proue them felues 
to be the iame men ia the office if they fliuld obteyne it, as they nowe fhewe them felues in the ambitious 
defirynge of the lame. When the byfflioppe hade layde thefe woordes, the kynge confirmed the election of 
Petrus Arias in more ample maner then before; wyllynge the byfhoppe to appoynt hym a thoufande and twoo 
hundreth fouldiers at his charges, makynge hym a warrante to th[e]officers of his efcheker to delyuer hym 
money in prefle for the fame purpofe. Petrus Arias therfore beinge thus put in office and authoryfed by the 
kynges letters patentes vnder his brode feale, chofe a greate number of his fouldiers in the court, and foo departed 
frome Valladoleio aboute the calendes of October in the yeare 1513; And fayled fyrll to Ciuile beinge a verye 
ryche citie and well replenyfhed with people: where by the kinges magifttates he was fumyflied with men and 
vytayles and other neceifaries perteynynge to foo greate a matter. For the king hath in this citie erected a 
houfe feruinge only for th[ejaffayres of the OceaUj to the which al they that goo or coomc from the newe landes 
and Ilandes, reforte to gyue accomptes afwel! what they cary thyther as what they brynge from thenfe, that the 
kynge may bee truly anfwered of his cuilome of the fyfte part bothe of golde and other thynges as wee haue 
fayde before. This houfe, they caule the houfe of the Contractes of Indi. Petrus Arias founde in Ciuile 
aboue twoo thoufand younge men which made great fute to goo with hym: lykewyfe noo fmall number of 
couetous owlde men: of the whiche, many offered them felues to goo with him of theyr oivne charges withowt 
the kynges (lipende. But leile the fhippes fiiulde bee peflered with to great a multitude, or lead vytayles (hulde 
fayle them, the Hbertie of free paflage was reflraynt. It \vas alfo decreed that noo (Iranger might paffe withowt 
the kynges licence. Wherfore I doo not a lyttle maruaile at Aloifius Caiamujius a Venetian and wryter of the 
Portugales vyages, that he was not a Ihamed to wryte thus of the Spanyardes nauigations : we went ; we fawe : 
we dyd. Wheras he neuer went, nor any Venetian !awe. But he iloule certeyne annotacions owte of the three 
firfl, bookes of my fyrfl Decade wrytten to Cardinal Afcanius and Ardmboldus, fuppoflnge that I woolde neuer 
haue publyfflied the fame. It myght alfo happ"". that he came by the copie therof at the hande of fum 
ambafadonre of Venice. For I haue graunted the copie to many of them, and was not daungerous to forbyd 
them to communicate the fame to other. Howe fo euer it bee, this honede man Aloifius Cadamujlus feared 
not to chalenge vnto hym the frute of an other mans laboure. Of the inuentions of the Portugales (which furely 
are woonderfiill) whether he haue wrytten that whiche he hath feene (as he fayth) or lykewife bereaued other 
men of the iufte commendations of theyr trauayles, I wyll not iudge, but am content to let hym lyue after his 
maner. Emonge the company of thefe fouldiers, there were none embarked but fuche as were licenced by the 
kynge, except a fewe Italians, Genues, who by frendfhippe and fute were admitted for the Admirals fake 
younge Colonus, fonne and heyre to Chriftophorus Colonus the fyrll fynder of thofe landes. Petrus Arias 
therfore tooke fliippyng in the ryuer Bdis (nowe cauled Guadalqueuir) runnyng by the citie of Ciuile, aboute the 
beginnynge of the yeare of Chrirte. 15 14. But he loofed anker in an euyll houre. For fuche a tempefte folowed 
ihortly after his departure, that it rent in pieces two of his fhippes, and foo tolfed the other that they were 
enforced to heaue ouer boorde parte of theyr vytayles to lyghten them. All fuch as efcaped, fayled backe 
ageyne to the coaftes of Spayne: where, beinge newely fumyffied and refrefhed, by the kynges officers, they 
went fonvarde on theyr viage. The mafter pylot of the gouemoures ihyppe, was lohannes Vefputius a Florentine, 
the neuie of Americus Vefputius, who left hym as it were by difcente of inheritance, th[e] experience of the 
mariners facultie, and knowleage of the fea, carde and compaffe. But wee were aduertifed of late by certeyne 
which came from Hifpaniola, that they had paffed the Ocean with more profperous wynde. For this marchaunt 
lliyppe commynge from Hifpaniola founde them landinge at certeyne Ilandes nere there aboute. But in the 
meane tyme whyle my importunate caulers on, Gakaceus Bulrigarius and lohannes Curfius, men fludions by al 
meanes to gratifie yowre holynes, ceafed not to put me in rememberance that they had one in a redines to depart 
into Italy, and taryed onely to cary with hym vnto yoivre holynes thefe my fayre Nereides althowgh rudely decked, 
leafte I fhulde bellow muche tyme in vayne, I haue let paffe many thynges, and wyll reherfe onely fuch as feeme 
in my iudgement mofle woorthye memory, althowgh fumwhat difordered as occafion hath ferued. So it is 
therfore that this Petrus Arias hath a wyfe named Helifabeth a Boadilla, beinge niefe by the broothers fyde to 
the marques of Bmdilla, which rendered the citie of Segouia to Fernando and Helifabeth princes of Spayne at 
fuch tyme as the Portugales inuaded the kingdome of Caflilei by reafon wherof they were encoraged fyrlle 
to refyfle, and then with open warre to aflayle and expulfe the Portugales for the greate trefure which kynge 
Henry brother to queene Helifabeth hadde gathered togyther there. This marqueffe whyle fhee lyued, dyd euer 
fhewe a manly and floute mynde, bothe in peace and warre, fo that by her couniayle manye noble thynges were 
browght to good effecte in Caflile : vnto this noble woman, the wyfe of Petrus Arias was nJefe by her brothers 
fyde. Shee folowyng the magnanimitie of her aunt, perceauinge her hufbande nowe furnyfliyng hym felfe to 
depart to the vnknowen coalles of the newe woorlde, and thofe large trades of lande and fea, fpake thefe wordes 
vnto hym. My mofle deare and welbeloued hufbande, we owght not nowe to forget that from owre younge 
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yeares we haue byn ioyned togyther with the yoke of holy inatrimonie to th[e]intente that wee fliulde foo lyue 
togyther and not a funder durynge the tyme of owtc naturail lyfe. Wherefore for my parte to declare ray affection 
herein, yowe fliall vnderftande, that whyther fo euer yowre fatal dedenye (hall dryue yowe, eyther by the furious 
waues of the greate Ocean, or by the manyfoulde and horrible daungers of the lande, I ivyll furely beare yowe 
coompany. There can no perell chaunce to me fo terrible, nor any kynde of death fo cruell, that llial not bee 
much eafyer for me to abyde, then to line fo farre feperate from yowe. It were muche better for me to dye, and 
eyther to bee cafl, into the fea to bee deuoured of the fyffhes, or on the lande to the Canibales, then with 
continuall mournynge and bewaylinge, to lyue in deathe and dye lyuinge, whyle I confume in lookyng rather 
for my hufbandes letters then for hym felfe. This is my full determinacion, not rafhely nor prefentely excogitate, 
nor conceaued by the Jyght phantafie of womans brayne, but with longe deliberation and good aduifement. 
Nowe therfore clioofe fo wliether of thefe twoo yowe wyll affente : Eyther to thruftc yowre fwoorde in my throte, 
or to graunte me my requefte. As for the chyldren which god hath giuen vs as pledges of owr infeperable loue, 
(for they had foure fonnes and as many dowghters) Ihal not flay me a moment Let vs leaue vnto them fuchc 
gooddes and poffeffions as haue byn left vs by owre parentes and frendes wherby they may lyue amonge the 

Ti pful of theyr order. For other thynges I take no care. When this noble matrone of manly vertue had 
fyn ffl \ thefe woordes, her hufbande feinge the conftant mynde of his wyfe, and her in a redynes to doo 

dy ge to her woordes, had no hart to denye her louinge peticion: but embrafmge her in his armes, com- 
d 1 1 er intente and confented to her requeile. Shee folowed hym therfore as dyd Ipficratea her Mithridaies 
h h hearc hangeinge !oofe aboute her fliulders. For !hee loueth her hufbande as dyd HalUarnaffea of Carta, 
h rs b nge deade, and as dyd Arfemifia her Maufolus: We haue alfo had aduertifement fence their departure 
that flie (being browght vp as it were amonge foft fethers) hath with no leffe ftoute corage fufleyned the roringes 
and rages of the Ocean, then dyd eyther her hufband or any of the maryners brought vp euen amonge the 
fourges of the fea. But to haue layde thus much hereof, this flial fuffice. Let vs nowe fpeake of other thynges 
no leffe woorthy memorie. Therfore, whereas in the fyrlle Decade we haue made mencion of Vittcentius Annez 
Pinzonus, ye Ihal vnderflande that he accoompanyed Chrijlophorus Colonus the Admirall in his fyril vyage, and 
afterwarde made an other vyage of his owne charges with onely one Ihyppe. Ageyne, the fyrfte yeare after the 
departinge of the Capitaynes Nkuefa and Fogeda, he ran ouer thofe coalles of Hifpaniola, and fearched all the 
fouthe fyde of Cuba from the Eafle to the welle, and fayled rownde about that Ilande which to tliat day for the 
greate length thereof, was thowght to haue bin part of the continent or firme land, althowgh fume other fay 
that they dyd the lyke. Vincetdius Annez therfore, knowyng nowe by experience that Cuba was an Ilande, fayled 
on further, and found other landes weflward from Cuba, but fuch as the Admirall had fyrfl touched. Wherfore, 
beinge in maner encompafed with this newe lande, turnings his courfe towarde the lefte hande, and rafmg the 
coafles of that lande by the Ea!l, ouerpaflinge alfo the mouthes of the gonlfes of Beragua, Vraba, and Cuclii- 
bachoa, he arryued at the Region which in the fyrfl. Decade we cauled Faria and Os Draconis: And entered 
into the greate goulfe of frefthe water, which Colonus difcouered, beinge replenifhed with great abundance of 
fyfflie, and famous by reafon of the multitude of Ilandes lyinge in the fame, beinge diftant Eaflwarde from Curiana 
aboute a hundreth and thirtie myles, in the which tract are the Regions of Ciimana and Manacapaim, whiche 
alfo in the fyxte booke of the fyrfl Decade we fayde to bee Regions of the large prouince of Paria, where many 
affirme to bee the gretefle plentie of the befle pearles, and not in Curiana. The kinges of thefe regions (whom 
they caul CMaanes, as they of Hifpaniola caule theym Cadet) beinge certified of the comminge of owre men, 
fente certeync fpyes to enquire what newe nation was arryued in theyr coailes, what they browght, and what 
they wooJde haue: and in the meane tyme fumyflhed a number of theyr Canoas (whiche they caule Chithos) 
with men armed after their maner. For they were not a lytle aftoniflhed to beholde owre fhippes with the layles 
fpreade, wheras they vfe no fayles, nor can vfe but fmaule ons if they woolde, by reafon of the narownes of theyr 
canoas. Swarmynge therfore aboute the fliippe with theyr canoas (which we may well caule Monoxyla, bycaufe 
they are made of one hole tree,) they feared not to (hute at owr men beinge yet within their (hips and keepinge 
theym felues vnder the hatches as fafely as yf they had byn defended with (lone waules. But when owre men 
had fhotte of certeyne pieces of ordinance ageynll theym they were foo difcomlited with the noyfe and flawghter 
therof that they dioue them felues to flight. Beinge thus difparcled, owr men chafed them with the (hippe bote, 
tooke many, and flewe many. When the kynges harde the noyfe of the gunnes, and were certyfied of the lofle 
of their men, they fent ambaladours to Vincentius Agnes to entreate of peace, fearinge the fpoyle of the^T goodes 
and deftruction of theyr people, if owre men fhulde coomme alande in theyr vmathe and furye. They defyred 
peace therfore, as could bee coniectured by their fignes and poyntinges. For owre men vnderfloode not one 
woorde of theyr language. And for the better proofe that they defired peace, they prefented owre men with three 
thoufand of thofe weights of gold that theSpanyardes caule Cajlellanum Aureum, which they commonly caule Peftim. 
Alfo a greate barel! of woodde full of mode excellente mafculine frankenfence, weighing about two thoufande 
and fyxe hundreth poundes weight after eight ounces to the pounde : Whereby they knewe that that lande 
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browght fiirthe greate plentie of frankenfence. For there is noo entercourfe of marchaundies betwene th[e]inhabi- 
tanles of Paria and the (abeans beinge foo farre diftaiite,wheras alfo the[y] of Paria knowe nothynge withowte 
theyr o\vne coaftes. With the golde and frankenfence whiclie the[y] prefented to owre men, they gaue them alfo a 
greate multitude of theyr peacockes, bothe cockes and hennes, deade and alyue, afwell to fatiffie theyr prefent 
neceflitie, as alfo to cary with theym into Spayne for eticreafe. Lyke\vyfe certeyne carpettes, coouerlettes, table 
clothes and banginges made of goffampine filke fyaelye wrought after a ftraunge diuife with plefante and variable 
colours, hauing golden belles and fuche Other fpangles and pendauntes as the Italians caule SonagHos, and the 
Spanyardcs Cafcaueks^ hanging at the purfles thetof They gaue theym furthermore fpeakinge popingiais of 
fundry colours as many as they woolde a!ke. For in Paria, there is no leffe plentie of popingiais, then with vs 
of dooues or fparous. Th[e]inhabitantes of thefe Regions both men and women are appareled with veflures made 
of goflampine cotton, the men to the knees, and the women too the calfe of the legge. The faffliion of theyr 
apparell, is fymple and playne muche like vnto the Turkes. But the mens, is double and quilted like that 
whiche the Turkes vfe in the warres. The princes of Paria, are rulers but for one yeare : But their autoritie is noo 
leffe emonge the people both in peace and warre, then is th[e}autoritie of other kynges in thofe Regions. 
Theyr villages are buylded in coompaffe, along by the bankes of all that greate goulfe. Fyue of theyr princes 
came to owre men wyth theyr prefentes, whofe names I thowght worthy to bee put in this hiftorie in remembe- 
rance of foo notable a thinge Chiaconus Chiaitaccha, (that is the prince of Chiauaccha, for they caule princes or 
kingef Chiaconos) Chiaconus Pintiguanus, Chiamnus Chamailaba, Chiaconus Polomus, and Chiaconus Potto. The 
goulfe beinge fyrfle founde of the admirall Colonus, they caule, Baia Natiuitatis, bycaufe he entered into the 
lame in the day of the natiuide of Chrifte : But at that tyrae he only patTed by it withowte anye further fearching, 
and Baia in the SpanyfiTie tong, fignifieth a goulfe. When Vinceniius had thus made a league with thefe Princes, 
folowinge his appoynted courfe, he founde many regions towaide the Eaft, defolate by reafon of diuers fluddes 
and ouerflowynges of waters: alfo many ftandynge pooles in dyuers places, and thofe of excedynge largenes. 
He ceafed not to folowe this tracte vntyll he came to the poynte or cape of that moile longe lande. This 
poynte femethe as though it woolde inuade the monte Atlas in Afhrica. For it profpectethe towarde that parte of 
Aphrike, whiche the portugales caule Caput Bonm Sperantim. The poyntes or capes of the mount Atlas, are 
rough and faluage nere vnto the fea. The cape of Bona Speranza, gatherethe thirtie and foure degrees of the 
Southe pole, cauled the pole antartike ; But that poynte, onely feuen degrees. I fuppofe this lande to bee that, 
whiche I fynde in owlde wryters of Cofmographie to bee cauled the greate Iland Atlantike, withowt any further 
dedaringe eylher of the fytuation, or of the nature therof 
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BHen lohan the king of portugale lyued which was prediceffoure to hym that nowe reigneth, 
there arofe a great contention betwene the Caftilians and Portugales as conceminge the 
dominion of thefe newe founde landes. The Portugales, bycaufe they were the firfte that durft 
atterapte to fearche the Ocean fea fence the memorie of man, affirmed that all the nauigations 
of the Ocean, owght to perteyne to theym onely. The Caftilians argued on the contrarie 
parte, that what fo euer god by the miniilration of nature hath created on the earth, was at 
the begynnynge common emong men: And that it is therfore lawful! to eueryman to poffeie 
fuche landes as are voyd of Chriftian inhabitours. Whyle the matter was thus vncerteynly debated, bothe 
parties agreed that the controueriie Ihulde bee decerned by the byflhope of Rome, and plighted faithe to ftande 
to his arbitrimente. The kyngedome of Caflile was at that tyme gouemed by that great Queene Helifahelh with 
her hufbande ; for the roialme of Cadile was her dowerye. Shee alfo and the kynge of Poitugale, were cofyn 
germaynes of two fyfters : by reafon wherof the diffentioa was more eafely pacified. By th[e]affent therfore of 
both parties, Alexander the byflhop [of] Rome, the. vi. of that name, by th[e]autoritie of his leaden bull, drewe a 
right line from the North to the South a hundreth leaques weftwarde withowte the paralelles of thofe Ilandes 
whiche are cauled Caput Viride or Cahouerde, Within the compafe of this lyne (althowgh foomme denye it) 
faulethe the poynte of this lande wherof we haue fpoken, which they caule Caput Sanlli Augujlini, otherwyfe 
cauled Promotitorium San^i Augujiini, that is, (aynt Auguftines cape or poynte. And therfore it is not lawful 
for the Caftilians to faften foote in the beginnynge of that lande. Vimmtius Annez therfore, departed from 
ihenfe, beinge aduertifed of th[e]inhabitantes, that on the other fyde of the hyghe mountaynes towarde the 
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South, lyinge before his eyes, there was a Region cauled Ciamha, which browght foorth greate plentie of golde. 
Of certeyne captiues whiche he tooke in the goulfe of Par'ui (which certenly perteyiieth to the dominion of 
Caftile) he browght fume with hym to Hifpaniola, and lefte them with tlie younge Admirall to lerne owre 
language. But he hym felfe, repayred to the coutte to make emefl fute to the kynge that by his fauoure, he 
rayght bee gouernour of the Hand of SatiBi lohannis (otherwyfe cauled Biirkhina, beinge dillante from 
Hifpaniola onely. xxv. leaqiies) bycaufe he was the fyiil fynder of golde in that Ilande. Before Vincentius 
made fute for this office, one Don Cliriflopher a Portugale, the foone of tiie countie of Camigna, was gouernoure 
of the Ilande: whom the Canibales of the other Ilandes flewe, with all the Chriftian men that were in tlae fame, 
excepte the bylhop and his familiers, which fiedde and ihyfled for them felues, foriakyuge the church and all 
the ornamentes thereof. For yowre holynes hath confecrated fyue byfiTioppes in thefe Ilandes at the requefl 
of the moft catholyke kynge. In San^o Dominlco bemg the chiefe citie of Hifpaniola, Garfia de FadUla, a 
reguler fryer of the order of laynt Fraunces, is byflhop. In the towne of Conception, doctor Fetrus Xuares of 
Deza : And in the Ilande of faynte lohn or Burichena, Alfonfus Matifus a Ucenciate, beinge bothe obferuantes 
of th[e]tnllitucion of faynt Peter. The fourth, is fryer Barnarde oi Mefa, a man of noble parentage, borne in 
Tokdo, a preacher, and byffliop of the Ilande of Cuba. The fyfte is lohannes Cabedus, a fryer preacher, whom 
yowre holynes annoynted mynifter of Chrifl, to teache the Chiillian faithe amonge the inhabitantes of Darima. 
The Canibales Ihall ihortely repent them, and the bludde of oivre men llialbe reuenged: And that the fooner, 
bycaufe that ihortly after they had committed this abhominable flaughter of owre men, they came ageyne from 
theyr owne Ilande of SanSla Crux (otherwyfe cauled Ay Ay) to the Ilande of SanSli lohannis. and flewe a kynge 
whiche was a freude to owre men, and eate hym and all his famely, vtterly fubuertinge his vyllage, vppon this 
occafion that violatinge the lawe of hoftage, he had flayne feuen Canibales whiche were lefte with hym by 
compofition to make certevne canoas, bicaufe the Iland of SanBi lohannis beareth greater trees and apter for 
that purpofe, then doth the Ilande of SatiHi Crux the chiefe habitacion of the Canibales. Thefe Canibales yet 
remaynynge in the Ilande, certeine of owre men feyling from Hifpaniola, chaunced vppon them. The thynge 
being vnderftode by th[e]interpretoures, owre men quarelynge with theym and caulynge them to accompte for 
that mifcheuous deede, they immediatly directed theyr bowes and venemous arrowes ageynft them, and with 
cruell countenaunces threatened them to bee quyet, leatl it fliulde repent them of theyr commyng thyther. 
Owre men fearynge thejr venemous arrowes (for they were not prepared to fyght) gaue them fignes of peace. 
Being deinaunded why they dellroyed the vyllage, and where the kynge was with his famelye, they anfwered 
that they rafed the vyllage and cutte the kynge with his famelie in pceces and eate them in the reuenge of theyr 
feuen workemen: And that they had made faggottes of theyr bones to carj theim to the i,vyues and chyldren of 
theyr flayne woorkemen, in wytneffe that the bodyes of thejr hulbmdes and parentes lay not vnreuenged: and 
therewith fliewed the faggottes of bones to owTe men who bemge aflonyihed at theyr fiercenes and crueltie, 
were enforced to diflimble the matter and houlde theyr peace, quirelynge noo further with them at that tyme. 
Thefe and fuche other thynges doo dayly chaunce, the which I doo let piffe leaft I ffiulde offende the eares of 
yowr holynes with fuche bluddy narrations. Thus haue wee fufficiently digreifed from tiie regions of Beragua 
and Vraba beinge the chiefefle foundations of owre purpofe. Wee wyll nowe therefore entreate fumewhat of 
the largenes and depthe of the ryuers of Vraba: Alfo declare bothe what they and the landes whiche they 
runne through doo brynge foorth: lykewife of the greatnes of the lande from the Eafte to the Weil, and of the 
bredth therof from the Southe to the North, and what theyr opinion and hope is of thynges yet vnknowen in 
the iame. Wee wyll therfore beginne at the newe names whervvith the Spanyardes haue named thefe prouinces 
fence they were vnder the dominions of the Chriflians. 



C The nynth booke of the seconds Decade, 
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Eragua therfore, they cauled Caflella .^«r«(, that is golden Cafl.ile: And Vraba 'ihs.y named 
Andalu%ia Noua, that is, newe Andalufia. And lyke as of many Ilandes which they fubdued, 
they choofe Hifpaniola for the chiefe place of theyr habitacion, foo in the large tract of Paria, 
they appoynted theyr colonie or bydyng place in the twoo regions Vraba and Bei-agm, that 
all fuche as attempte any vj'ages in thofe coafles, may reforte to them as to lafe portes to bee 
refreflied when they are wery or dryuen to neceffitie. All owre feedes, and piantes, do nowe 
marueloufly encreafe in Vraba. Lykewyfe blades, fettes, flippes, grafl'es, fuger canes, and 
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fuche other as are brought from other places to thofe regions, as alfo beaftes and foules as we haue fayde before, 
O maruelous frutefulnes. Twentie dayes after the feede is fowne, they gather rype cucumerSj and fuch lyke, 
Bnt colwortes, beetes, Letufe, Borage are rype within the fpace of ten dayes. Gourdes, melones, and pom- 
pones, within the fpace of. xxviii. dayes. Dartma hathe many natiue trees and fnites of dyuers kyndes with 
fundry taftes, and holfome for the vfe of men : of the which I haue thowght it good to defcrybe certeyne of the 
beft. They nooryfihe a tree which they caule Gtiaiana, that beareth a fnite much refemblynge the kynde of 
citrons which are commonly caiiled hmones, of tafte fumwhat Iharpe myxt with fwetenes. They haue alfo 
abundance of nuttes of pynetrees, and great plentie of date trees, whiche beare frutes bygger then the dates 
that are knowen to vs : but they are not apte to bee eaten for thejT to much fowemes. Wylde and baren date 
trees, growe of them felues in fundry places, the branches wherof they vfe for biefommes, and eate alfo the 
buddes of the fame. Guarauana, being higher and by^er then the orange tree, bringeth furth a great frute 
as bygge as pome citrons. 

Ther is an other tree much lyke to a cbellnut tree whofe frute is lyke to the bygger fort of fygs, beinge 
holfome and of plefant tafte. Mameis, is an other tree that briugeth foorthe frute as bygge as an orange, in 
tafte nothynge inferioure to the befte kyndes of melones. Guananala, beareth a frute leffe then any of the 
other, but of fweete ianoure lyke fpice, and of delectable tafte. Horns, is an other tree whofe frute bothe in 
ftiape and taflCj is much lyke to prunes, but fumwhat bygger. They are furely periiiaded that this is the 
Myrobalane tree, Thefe growe foo abundantely in Hifpamola, that the hogges are fedde with the fnite therof 
as with mafte amonge vs. The hogges lyke this kynde of feadynge foo well, that when thefe frutes wax rype, 
the fwyneherdes can by no meanes keepe them owte of the wooddes of thefe trees: by reafon wherof, a greate 
multytude of them are becoome wylde. They alfo alfirme, that in Hifpantola, fwynes fleflhe is of much better 
tafte and more holfome then mutton. For it is not to bee doubted, but that dyuers kyndes of meates do 
engender fundry taftes and qualities in fuche as are noryfhed therwith. The mofte puiffaunte prince Ferdi- 
nandus, declared that he had eaten of an other frute browght from thofe landes, beinge full of fcales with keyes 
much lyke a pine apple in forme and coloure, but in tendernes equal to melopepones, and in tafte excedyng all 
garden frutes. For it is noo tre, but an herbe much lyke vnto an archichoke, or Acaniho. The kynge hym 
felfe, gaiie the cheefeft commendation to this. I haue eaten none of thefe frutes. For of a great number 
which they browght from thenfe, only one remayned vncorrupted, the other being putrified by reafon of the 
longe vyage All fuche as haue eaten of theym newely gathered in theyr natyue foyle, doo marueloufly com- 
mende theyr fwetenes and pleafaunt tafle. They dygge alfo owte of the ground certeyne rootes growynge of 
theim felues, whiche they caule Boiatas, much lyke vnto the nauie rootes of Mylayne, or the greate puffes or 
muftieroms of the earth. Howe foo euer they bee dreffed, eyther fryed or fodde, they gyue place to noo fuch 
kynde of meate in pleatant tendernes. The fltyn is fumwhat towgher then eyther of nauies or mufflieroms, and 
of earthy coloure: But the inner meate therof, is vetye whyte. Thefe are nooryiHied in gardens, as we fayde 
of lucca in the fyrfte Decade. They are alfo eaten rawe, and haue the tafte of rawe cheftnuttes, but are 
fumwhat fweeter. Wee haue fpoken fufficiently of trees, herbes, and frutes. We wyll nowe therefore entreate 
of thynges fencitiue. The laundes and defolate paftures of thefe regions, are inhabited and deuoured of wild 
and terrible beaftes, as Lions, Tygers, and fuch other raonfters as we nowe knowe, and haue byn defcrybed of 
owlde autoures in tyme paft. But there is efpecially one beaft engendered here, in which nature hath 
endeuoured to fliewe her cunnyng. This beafte is as bygge as an oxe, armed with a longe fnoute lyke an 
Elephant, and yet no Elephant. Of the colour of an oxe and yet noo oxe. With the houfe of a horfe, and 
yet noo horfe. With eares alfo much lyke vnto an Elephant, but not foo open nor foo much hangyng downe; 
yet much wyder then the eares of any other beafte. Of the beaft which beareth her whelpes about with her in 
her feconde belly as in a purfe (beinge knowen to none of the owlde wryters) I haue fpoken in the fyrft Decade 
which I doubte not to haue coome to the handes of yowre holynes. Let vs nowe therfore declare what refteth 
of the fluddes and ryuers of Vraba. The ryuer of Dartma fauleth into the goulfe of Vraba with a narowe 
chanel, fcarfly able to beare the canoas or iyghters of that prouince, and runneth by the vyllage where they 
chofe theyr dwellynge place. But the ryuer in the comer of the goulfe which we fayde that Vafchus paffed by, 
they found to bee. xxiiiL furlonges in bredth (which they caule a league) and of exceadynge depthe, as of twoo 
hundreth cubettes, faulynge into the goulfe by dyuers mouthes. They lay that this ryuer fauleth into the goulfe 
of Vraia, lyke as the ryuer I/ier (otherwyfe cauled Danubius, and Danowe) fauleth into the fea Pontike, and 
Nilus into the fea of Egypte : wherfore they named it Grandis, that is great : whiche alfo they afhrme to nooryftie 
many and great Crocodyles, as the owld wryters teftifie of NUus, and efpecially as I haue lemed by experience, 
hauinge fayled vp and downe the ryuer of Nilus when I was fent ambafadoure to the Soldane of Alcayr at the 
commaundement of the mofte catholyke Kynge. What I may therfore gather owte of the wrytynges of fo many 
lemed autours as conceminge the ryuer of Nilus, I knowe not. For they lay that nature hath gyuen two 
riuers of that name to water the lande, whether they wyll them to fprynge owte of the mountaynes of the moone 
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or the fooiine, or owte of the toppes of the rowgh momitaines of Eihiopia: Affirming one of the fame to faule 
into the goulfe of Egypte toward the Northe, and the other into the South Ocean fea. What (hall wee faye in 
this place? Of that Nilus in Egypte, there is iioo doubte. The Portugales alfo whiche fayle by the coaftes of 
the Ethiopians cauled Nigrita, and by the kyngedome of MeUnda paffinge vnder the Equinoctiall lyne, amonge 
theyr maruelous inuentions haue founde an other towarde the South, and ernellly affirme the fame to bee alfo 
deriued from the mountaynes of the moone : And that it is an other chanell of Nilus, bycaufe it bryngeth foorth 
Crocodyles, whereas it hathe not byn reade before tynie that any other rj'uer nooryfllied Crocodjles fauinge 
onely Nilus. This ryuer, the Portugales caule Senega. It runneth throwgh the Region of the Nigrit/ts, beingc 
very fnitefull towarde the north fliore ■ bnt on the fouthe fyde fandie and rowghe. Crocodiles are alfo engendred 
herein. What Ihall wee then fay of this thyrde: ye I may wel (ay the fourth. For I fuppofe them alfo to bee 
Crocodiles which Colonus with his coompany founde armed mth fcales as harde as (helles in the ryuer cauled 
Delagartos wherof wee haue made mention before. Shall wee fay that thefe ryuers alfo of Daricri and Vraha, 
haue theyr originall frome the mountajnes of the moone, wheras they fprynge owte of the nexte mountaynes, 
and can by noo meanes haue the fame originall with Nilus in Egypte, or that in Nigrita, or els that in the 
kyngedome of Melinda, from whenfe foo euer they are deryued. Whereas thefe other (as we haue fayde) fpringe 
owt of the next niountaines whiche deuyde an other fouthe fea with noo greate diilaunce from the North Ocean. 
Wherfore it appeareth by experience of foch as liaue trauayled tiie worlde in owre time, that other waters befyde 
the ryuer of Nilus in Egypte, maye lykewyfe brynge foorth Crocodiles. In the maryffhes alfo and fennes of the 
Regions of Dariena, are founde greate plentie of Pheiauntes and peacockes, (but not of variable coloures) with 
many other kyndes of byrdes and foules vnlyke vnto owres, as well apte to bee eaten, as alfo to delite the eares 
of menne with pleafatint noyfe. But owre Spanyardes, bycaufe they are ignorant in foiilynge, take but fewe. 
Alfo innumerable popingayes of fundry kindes are found chattering in the groues of thofe fenny places. Of 
thefe there are fume equall to Capons in byggenes, and fume as lyttle as fparowes. But of the diuerfitie of 
popingayes, we haue fpoken fufiicientely in the fyrR Decade. For in the rafe of this large knde, Colomis hjin 
felfe browght and fent to the courte a greate number of euery kynde, the which it was lawfull for all the people 
to beholde, and are yet dayly browght in lyke maner. There remayneth yet one thynge mode woorthy to bee 
put in hyilorye: The which I had rather to haue chaunced into the handes of Cicero or Liuie, then into myne. 
For the thynge is foo marueylous in my edimation, that I fynde my wytte more entangeled in the defcription 
hereof, then is fayde of the henne when (hee fecth her younge chekyn inwrapped in towe or flaxe. The breadth 
of that lande from the North Ocean to the fouth fea is only fyxe dayes iourney by relation of th[e]inhabitantes. 
The multitude therfore and greatnes of the ryuers on the one fide and on the other fyde the narowenes of the 
lande, brynge me into fuche double liowc it can coome to palfe, that in foo little a fpace of three dayes iourney, 
meafurynge from the hygh toppes of thofe mountaynes, I doo not vnderdande howe foo many and foo great ryuers, 
may haue recourfe into this north fea. For it is to bee thought that as many doo flowe towarde th[e]inhabitantes 
of the fouthe. Thefe ryuers of Vraha are but fmaule, in comparifon of many other in thofe coafles. For the 
Spanyardes fay, that in the tyme of Colonus, they founde and pafied by an other ryuer after this, whofe goulfe 
faulynge into the fea, they affirme to bee lyttle leffe then a hundreth myles in the fyrde coades oi Faria, as wee 
haue fayde eifewhere. For they faye that it fauleth from the toppes of hyghe mountaynes with foo fwyfte and 
furious a courfe, that by the violence and greatnes therof, it dryueth backe the fea althowgh it bee rowghe and 
enforced with a contrary wynde. They all affirme lykewyfe, that in all the large tracte therof, they felt noo 
fower or (alte water, but that all the water was freflhe, fweete, and apte to bee dronke. Th[e]inhabitantes caule 
tliis ryuer Maragmnum: And the regions adiacent to the fame, Mariatambal, Camamorus, and Paricora. 
Befyde thofe ryuers whiche I haue named before, as Darim, Grandis, Dabaiba, Beragua, Sanfli Mathei, Boius 
gatti, Delagartos, and Gaira, they which of late haue fearched thofe coades, haue founde many other. 
Deliberatinge therefore with my felfe, from whenfe thefe mountaynes beinge foo narowe and nere vnto the fea on 
bothe fydes, haue fuch great holowe caues or dennes of fuche capacitie, and from whenfe they are fylled to cad 
foorth fuch abundance of water, hereof alfo afkynge them the opinions of the inhabitantes, they affirme them to 
bee of dyuers iudgementes herein: Alleagynge fyrd the greatnes of the mountaynes to bee the caufe, whiche 
they fay to bee very hygh, which thynge alfo Colonus the iird fynder therof affirmeth to bee trewe ; Adding there 
vnto that the Paradife of pleafure is in the toppes of thofe mountaines whiche appeare from the goulfe ai Paria 
and Os Draconis, as he is fully perfuaded. They agree therfore that there is greate caues within thefe 
momitaynes : but it redeth to confyder from whenfe they are fylled. If therefore all the ryuers of frefihe waters 
by th[e]oppinion of manye, do foo flowe owte of the fea as dryuen and compelled throwghe the parages or pores 
of the earth by the ponderous weyght of the fea it felfe, as wee fee them breake furth of the fprynges and directe 
their couife to the fea ageyne, then the thynge is leffe to bee marueyled at here then in other places. For wee 
haue not redde that in any other place twoo fuch feas haue enuironed any lande with foo narowe lymittes. 
For it hath on the right fyde, the great Ocean where the fonne goeth downe on the lefte hande : And an other 
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on the other fyde where the fonne ryfeth, nothynge inferioure to the fyrfl, in greatenes, for they fuppofe it to bee 
myxte and ioyned as all one with the fea of Eaft India- 

This lande therefore being burdened with fo great a weight on the one fyde and on the other (yf this 
opinion bee of anye value) is enforced to fwalowe vp fuch deuoured waters, and ageyne to cad foorth the fame 
in open fpringes and ftreames. But if wee Ihall denye that the earth draweth humours of the fea, and agree 
that all fountaynes or fprynges are engendered of the conueriion or tumynge of ayer into water diflOling within 
the holowe places of the montaynes (as the moft part thinke) we wyll gyue place rather to th[e]autoritie of 
them wJiiche ftycke to thofe reafons, then that owre fenfe is (atiffyed of the full truth therof. Yet doo I not 
repugne that in fume caues of mountaynes, water is turned into ayer. For I my felfe haue feene, howe in the 
caues of manye moimtaynes in Spayne, in maner fliowers of rayne doo faule continually: And that 'he water 
gathered by this meanes, doth fend furth certeyne ryuers by the fydes of the mountaynes, wherwith a! fuche 
trees as are planted on the ftiepe or foote of the mountaynes, as vines, Oliue trees, and fuche other, are watered. 
And this efpeclally in one place; As the ryght honorable Lodouike the Cardinall of Aragonie mofle obfequious 
to yowre holynes, and twoo other byfhoppes of Italy, wherof the one is Siluius Pandonus, and the other an 
Archebylihop (whofe name and tytle I doo not remember) can beare me wytnes. For when wee were togyther 
at Granata, lately delyuered from the dominion of the Moores, and walked for owre pallyme to certeine 
pleafaunte hylles (by the whiche there ranne a fayre ryuer) Whyle Cardinall Lodouike occupied hym felfe in 
(hutynge at byrdes whiche were in the bufhes nere vnto the ryuer, I and the other twoo byflhops determined to 
clime the mountaynes to fearche th[e]originall and fpringe of the ryuer: for wee were not Cure from the toppes 
thereof. Folowynge therefore the courfe of the ryuer, wee founde a greate caue in which was a continuall faule 
of water as it had byn a flioure of rayne: the water wherof, faulyng into a trenche made with mans hand, 
encreafeth to a ryuer, and runneth downe by the fydes of the mountaynes. The lyke is alfo feene in this 
famous toivne of Valladokto (where we nowe fuiome) in a certeyne greene clofe, not pad a furlonge diilant from 
the waules of the towne. I graunte therfore that in certeyne places by conuerfion of the ayrie dewe into water 
within the caues of fuche mountaynes, many fprynges and ryuers are engendred, But I fuppofe that nature was 
not follicitate to brynge furthe fuche greate fluds by this fo finaule induftry. Twoo reafons therfore, do found 
betle to my ludgement: whereof the one is, the often faule of rayne: The other, the continuall autumne or 
fprynge tyme which is in thofe regions beinge foo nere vnto the Equinoctial that the common people can 
perceaue no difference betwene the length of the day and the night throwgh owt al the yeare whereas thefe two 
feafons are more apte to engender abundance of rayne then eyther extreme wynter or feruent fummer An 
other reafon in effect much lyke vnto the fyrft, is this : If the fea bee full of pores, and that by the pores therof 
beinge opened by the Southe windes, wee flial confent tliat vapours are lyfted vp wherof the watery cloudes are 
engendred, this lande mud needes bee moyfled with moo fhoures then anye other, yf it bee as narowe as they 
(aye, and enuironed with twoo mayne feas collaterally beatinge on the lame. Howe fo euer it be: I can not 
but gyue credit to the report of fuch worthy men as haue recourfe to thofe regions; And can noo leffe then 
declare the fame albeit it may feeme incredible to fume ignorant perfons not knowynge the poure of nature to 
whome Plinie was perfuaded that nothynge was impofTible. Wee haue therfore thought it good to make this 
difcourfe by the way of argument, lead on the one fyde, men of good lemyng and iudgement, and on the other 
fyde, fuche as are fludious to fynde occafions of quarelynge in other mens wiytynges, fliulde iudge vs to bee fo 
vndefcreete lyghtly to gyue creditte to euery tale not beinge confonant to reafon. But of the force and greate 
violence of thofe frefflie waters, which repulfmge the fea make fo greate a goulfe (as wee haue layde) I thinke the 
caufe therof to bee the greate multitude of fluddes and ryuers, whiche beinge gathered togither, make fo great a 
poole : and not one ryuer as they fuppofe. And for as muche as the mountaynes are excedynge hyghe and 
ftiepe, I thinke the violence of the faule of the waters to be of fuch force, that this conflicte betwene the waters, 
is caufed by th[e]impulfion of the poole that the ialte water can not enter into the goulfe. But here perhappes 
fume wyll niarueyle at me why I Ciulde marueyle foo muche hereat, fpeakynge vnto me fcomefully after this maner. 
Wliy dothe he foo marueyle at the greate ryuers of thefe Regions ? Haihe not Italye his Eridanus, named tlie 
kynge of ryuers of the owlde wryters? Haue not other regions alfo the lyke? as wee reede of Tanais, Ganges, 
and Danubius, which are layde foo to ouercoome the fea, that frefhe water may be drawne fortie myles within 
the fame. Thefe menne I woolde fatiffie with this anfwere. The famous ryuer of Padus, in Italye (whiche 
they nowe caule Po, and was of the Greekes cauled Eridanus) hath the greate mountaynes cauled Alpes 
diuidinge Fraunce, Germanie, and Pannonie from Italye, lyinge at the backe therof as it were bulwarges full 
of moyfture; And with a longe tracte receauinge Ticinum with innumerable other great ryuers, fauleth into the 
fea Adriatike. The lyke is alfo to bee vnderilode of the other. But thefe ryuers (as owre men were enformed 
by the kynges) faul into the Ocean fea with larger and fuller chanels nere hand. And fume there are which 
affirme this lande to bee very large in other places althowgh it bee but narowe here. There commeth alfo to 
my remembrance an other caufe : the whiche althowgh it bee of no greate force, yet doo I entende to wryte it 
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Perhappes therfore the length of the lande reachyng far fiom the Eafle to the wefte, if it bee narowe, may bee 
a heipe hereunto. For as wee reade tliat the ryuer AJphem piffethe through the holowc places vndcr the fea 
from the citie k^^ Elis in Pelopomfo, and breaketh foorth at the fountajne or fprynge Arethufa in the Hand of 
Sicilia, fo is it poflible that thefe mountaynes may haue fuche longe raues perteynynge vnto theim, that they 
may be the receptacles of the water paffing through the landes bemge farre diflante : And that the fame waters 
commynge by foo longe a tracte, may in the way bee greatelj encreafed bj the conuerfion of ayer into water, 
as wee haue fayde. Thus muche haue I fpoken freely, permittmge bothe to them whiche doo frendely 
enterprete other mens doinges, and alfo to the malicious fcorners, to take the thynge euen as them lyfleth. 
For hetherto I can make no further declaration hereof. But when the truth Ihalbe better knowen, I wyl do my 
diligence to commit the fame to wryting. Nowe therefore, forafmuche as we haue fpoken thus muche of the 
breadth of this land, we enteud to defcribe the length and forme of the fame. 
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||Hat lande reacheth foorth into the fea euen as doth Italy, althowgh not like the legge of a man 
as it doth. But I nowe compare a Pigmean or a dwarfe to a giant. For that part therof 
ivhich the Spaniardes haue ouer runne from the fayde Eafle poynt which reacheth towarde 
the fea Atlantike (the ende not beinge yet founds towarde the Weile) is more then eyght 
tyraes longer then Italye. And by what reafon I am moued to (ay eyght tymes, yowre 
holynes ihall vnderllande. From the tyme therefore that I fyrlle determined to obeye their 
requeues who willed me fyrfte in yowre name to wTyte thefe thynges in the laten tonge, I 
dyd my endeuoure that all thinges myght coome foorth with dewe tryall and experience, Whempon I repayred 
to the byfhoppe of -^wr^&f beinge the chiefe refuge of this nauigation. As wee were therfore fecretly togytherin 
one chamber, we had many inftrumentes perteynynge to thefe affayres as globes and manye of thofe mappes 
which are commonly cauled the (hipmans cardes, or cardes of the fea. Of the which, one was drawen by the 
Portugales, wherunto Americus Vefputius is fayde to haue put to his hande, beinge a man mofte experte in this 
facultie and a Florentyne borne ; who alfo vnder the (lipende of the Portugales, hadde fayled towarde the fouth 
pole many degrees beyond the Equinoctiall. In this carde we founde the fyril front of this land to bee brooder 
then the kynges of Vraha had perfuaded owre men of theyr mountaynes. To an other, Colonus the Admiral 
whyle he yet lyued and fearched thofe places had gyuen the beginnynge with his owne handes: ^Vherunto 
Bartkolomcus Colonui his brother and Lieuetenaunt had addid his iudgement, for he alfo, had fayled aboute 
thofe coafles Of the Spanyardes lykewyfe, as many as thought them felues to haue any knowleage what 
perteyned to meafure the knde and the fea, drewe certeyne cardes in parchement as concernyng thefe nauiga- 
tions. Of all other, they mofl efleeme them which lohannes de la Coffa the coompanion of Fogeda (whom wee 
fayde to bee Hayne of the people of Caramairi in the hauen Carthago,) and an other expert pylot cauled 
Andreas Mmalu, had fet foorth And this afwell for the greate experience which they bothe hadde (to whom 
thefe trades were as wel knoweo as the chambers of theyr owne houfes) as alfo that they were thought to bee 
cunninger in that parte of Cofmographie which teacheth the dcfcription and meafuringe of the fea. Conferringe 
therefore all thefe cardes togyther, in euery of the whiche was drawen a lyne expreffinge, not the myles, but 
leagues after the maner of the Spanyardes, we tooke owre compafes and beganne to meafure the fea coaJles 
after this order. From that poynt or fronte which we fayde to bee included within the lyne perteynynge to the 
Portugales iurifdiction, beinge drawen by the paralelles of the Ilandes of Cabouerde, but a hundreth leagues 
further towarde the wefte (which they haue nowe a!fo fearched on euery fyde) we founde three hundreth leagues 
to the enterance of the ryuer Maragnomim: And from thenfe to Os Draconis, feuen hundreth leagues: but 
fumwhat leffe in the defcription of fume : For they doo not agree in al poyntes exquilitely. The Spanyardes 
wyll that a league conteyne foure myles by fea and but three by lande. From Os Draconis, to the cape or 
poynt of Cwhibacoa, which beinge paffed, there is a goulfe on the lefte hande, we meafured three hundrethe 
leagues in one carde, and much thereabout in an other. From this poynt of Cuchibacoa, to the region of 
Caramairi in which is the hauen Carthago (which fum caule Carthagena) we found about a hundreth and 
feuentie leagues. From Caramairi to the Hande Fortis, fiiHe leagues. From thenfe to the goulfes of Vraba 
amonge the which is the vyllage cauled SanBa Maria Antiqua where the Spanyardes haye apoynted theyr 
habitacion, only, xxxiii. leagues. From the ryuer of Vraba in the prouince aiDariena to the ryuer oi Beragua 
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where Nicuefa hadde intended to haue faflened his foote if god hadde not otheiwyfe decreed, we meafured a 
hundreth and thiitie leagues. Frome Seragua to that ryuer whiche wee fayde of Colonus to bee cauled SanHi 
Matthei, in the which alfo Nicurfa loofinge his carauell, wandered in greate calamities-, we founde in owre cardes, 
onely a hundreth and fortie leagues ; Vet many other which of late tyme haue coome from thefe partes, haue 
defcrybed many moo leagues in this tracte from iJie ryuer of Sanili Matthei: In which alfo, they place dyuers 
ryuers, as Ahtrema w h he Ilan le uled Scutwn Cateba lyinge before it, whofe kynges name is Facies eombufla. 
Lykeivife an other rj uled Zob aba: after that, Vrida: and then Duraba in the which gold is foimdc. 

Furthermore, many go dlj I au Cerabaro and Hiebra, foo cauled of th[e]inhabitantes. And thus if yowre 

holynes wyll confene th f nun b tog)rther, yowe fliall fynde in this accompte, a thoufand fiue hundreth 
twenlie and fyue leagu s wh h an nnte to fyue thoufande and feuen hundreth myles from the poynt of SanBi 
Matthei, which they caule Sun perditorum : that is, the goulfe of the lolle men. But we may not leaue here. 
For after this, one AJtur Ouden/es, othenvyfe named lohannes Dias de Soils, borne in Nebriffa (which bringeth 
foorth many lemed men) faylinge frome this ryuer towarde the weile, ouer ranne manye coafl.es and leagues: 
But the myddelle of that fliore, bendethe towarde the North: And it is therfore directly placed in order with 
the other. Yet may we gather by a diameter or ryght lyne, about tiiree hundreth leagues. Hereby maye yowe 
gather what is the length of this lande. But of the breadth, perhappes wee fliall hereafter haue further know- 
leage. Let vs nowe fpeake fumwhat of the varietie of the degrees of the eleuation of the pole ilarres. This 
lande therfore, althowgh it reache foorth from the Eafl into the Weile, yet is it crooked and hathe the poynt 
bendynge fo toward the fouth, that it lofeth the fight of the North pole, and is extended beyonde the Equi- 
noctial lyne feuen degrees towarde the South pole. But the poynt herof, perteyneth to tlie iurifdiction of the 
Portugales as we haue layde. Leauinge this poynt and faylinge toward Paria the north flarre is feene ageyne, 
and is fo much the more lyfted vp, in howe much the region enclyneth more towarde the Wefle, The Span- 
yardes therfore, haue dyuers degrees of eleuations, vntyl they come to Dariena beinge their chiefe (lation and 
dwellynge place in thofe landes. For they haue foifaken Beragua, where they found the North pole eleuate. 
viii, degrees But from henfe the lande doth foo muche bende towarde the North, that it is there in maner 
equal! with the degrees of the llrayghtes of Hercules pyllers : efpecially yf wee meafure certeyne landes founde 
by them towarde the Northe fyde oi HifpantDla. Emonge the which, there is an Ilande, about three hundreth 
and, XXV. leagues from Hijpaniola, as they iay whiche haue fearched the fame, named Boiuca or Agnaneo, in the 
which is a continual fprynge of runnynge water of fuch maruelous vertue, tliat the water therof beinge dronk, 
perhappes with fume dyete, maketh owld men younge ageyne. And here mufl, I make proteftacion to >owre 
holynes, not to thynke this to bee fayde lyghtly or rafhely. For they haue foo fpredde this rumour for a truth 
throwghowt all the courte, that not onely all the people, but alfo many of them whom wifedome or fortune hath 
diuided from the common fort, thinke it to be true. But if yowe £hal aike my opinion herem, I wyl anlwere 
that I wyll not attribute fo greate poure to nature: but that god hath noo leife referued this prerogatiue to hjm 
felfe, then to fearche the hartes of men, or to gyue fubftance to priuation, (that is) beinge to noo bemge 
Excepte we thai! beleue the fable of Colchis of Efon renouate, to bee as trewe as the wrytinges of Sibylla 
Eryihrea. Albeit perhappes the fcoles of phifitians and naturall philofophers wyll not muche ftycke to affirme 
that by th[e]iife of certeyne fecreate medecines and dyete, the accidentes of age (as they caule them) may be 
longe hydden and deferred, which they wyll to bee vnderiloode, by the renouacion of age. And to haue layde 
thus much of the length and breadthe of thefe Regions, and of the rowghe and hugious mountaynes with thcyr 
watery caues, alfo of the dyuers degrees of that lande, I thinke it fufficient. But I thowght it not good to let 
paife what chaunced to thefe miferable men amonge theyr generall calamities. I remember that when I was a 
chylde, mee thought my bowelles grated and that my fpirites were maruelouflye troubeled for verye pitie, when 
I readde in the poet Viigyl howe Ackemenides was lefte of Vlyffes vpon the fea bankes amonge the giantes cauled 
Cyclopes where for the fpace of many dayes from the departinge of Vlyffes vntyll the commynge of Eneas he 
eate none other meate but only berryes and hawes. But owre vnfortunate Spanyardes whiche folowed Nicuefa 
to inhabite Beragua, woolde haue ellemed hawes and berryes for greate deUcates. What Ihulde I heare fpeake 
of the heade of an aife bowght for a greate price, and of fuch other extremities as men haue fuffered in townes 
befeaged ? After that Nicuefa hadde determyned to leaue Beragua for the barrennes of the foyle, he attempted 
to fearche Portum Bellutn, and then the coafles of the poynt cauled Marmor, if he myght there fynde a place 
more fortunate to inhabite. In this meane tyme, fo greuous famen opprelTed his fouldiers, that they neyther 
abileyned from eatinge of mangie dogges which they had with them afwell for theyr defence as for huntyiige 
(for in the waire ageynfl the naked people, dogges ftoode them in greate fteade) nor yet fumtymes from the 
fkyne inhabitantes. For they founde not there any fmtefull trees or plentie of foules as in Dariena, but a 
barren grounde and not meete to bee inhabited. Here certeyne of the fouldiers made a bargein with one of 
the)T felowes for the price of a leane dogge, who alfo was aimofte deade for hunger: They gaue the owner of 
the dogge many of thofe pieces of golde which they caule Pefos or golden Catlellans. Thus agreinge of the 
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price, they fleid the dogge to bee eaten, and cade his mangie (kynne with the bones of the heade hangynge 
therto, amonge the bufhes. The day folowynge, a certeyne footeman of tiieyr company, chaunced to fynde the 
ikynne beinge nowe full of maggottes and ilynkynge. He brought it home with hym, fodde it, and eate it. 
Many reforted to hym with theyr dyfihes for the brothe of the fodde fkynne, proferinge hym for euerye 
dyffliefuU a piece of golde. An other founde twoo toades and fodde them which a ficke man bought of hym 
for twoo fyne fliertes curiouily wrought of lynen iiitermyxt with golde. Certeyn other wanderinge abowte to 
feeke for vytayles, founde in a pathcway in the myddeil of a fyelde, a deade man of th[e]inhabitantes whiche 
had byn fiayne of his owne coorapanye and was nowe rotten and (lynkynge. They drewe hym a fyde, 
difmemberde hym fecreatly, rolled hym and eate hym, therewith affwagj'nge theyr hunger as yf they had byn 
fedde witli pheafauntes. One alfo, whicli departinge from his companions in the nyght feafon, went a fyfliyng 
amonge the reedes of the maryflhcs, lyued only with (lyme or mudde for the fpace of certeyne dayes, vntyll at 
the lengthe creepinge and almoftt dcade, he founde the wij to his felon es And thus thefe roifcrable men of 
Beragiia vexed with thefe and futhe other •i[f]tlirtion'i, were browgh[t]e from the number offeucn hundreth 
threfcore and ten fouldiers, Icarfclj to fortie, btmge no«e alfo iddcd to the coompany of them m Darimo 
Fewe were flayne of th[e]mhabitantes But the refjdewe confumtd by fimen, breathed owt the}r werj 
fowles, openynge a waye to the nene landes for fuch as Jhil coome after them, appcafmge the fury of the 
barbarous nations, ivith the price of thejr bludde Confjdennge therfore after thefe flurmes, mth what eal 
other men (hall ouerrunne and mhabite thefe landea m refpecte to the caUmities that thefe men liaue fulfcrcd, 
they fliall feeme to goo to hr)de feafles where all thynges are redy prepared ageynll thtir commjnge But 
where FetrKs Arias arryued with the kjngcs name and ne«e fupply of men, to this houre I knowe no 
certentie. \^'hat (hall cliaunce heiatter I wjU make dihgente mquifition if I fhall \nderflande this to bee 
acceptable to yowTc holynes Ihiis I b\d jowe hartdy farewell from the courte ofthemoofle Catholjke 
kynge, the daye beefore the nones of December, in the jeare of Chnfte, M D XIIII 
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I Was determyned (mode holye father) to haue clofed vp the gates 
to this newe worlde, fuppofinge that I had wandered farre 
enowgh in the coides therof, while in the meane time newe 
letters were brought me frome thcnTe, which cauftd me ageyne 
to take mj penne in hande For I receaued letters not only 
from certeyne of m}ne ac luamtaunce there, but alfo frome 
Vafchus NuntKz whome we ia\de by t!ie confidence of his 
owne poure with his confctherates, to haue \furped the gouer 
naunce of Datiena after the reiecting of Nicuefa and Anajus, 
Li eue tenant es By his letter wrytten after his warljke mancr, 
wee vnderfland that he hath pafled ouer the mountaynes, diuid- 
yng the Ocean knowen to vs, from the other mayne fea on the 
fouth fyde of this lande hetherto vnknowen. His epiilell is 
greater then that cauled Capremfis 4e Seiano. But wee haue 
gathered out of that and other, onely suche thynges as we thowght - 
mofte woorthy to bee noted. Vafchus foo behaued hym felfe 
in thefe affayres, that he dyd not onely pacific the kynges 
difpleafure conceaued ageynft hym, hut alfo made hym fo fauorable and gracious good lorde towarde hym, that 
he rewarded him and his coompanions with many honorable gyftes and priuileges for theyr attemptes. ^Vherfore 
I defyre yowre holynes to inclyne yowre attentiue eares, and to confyder with a ioyfuU mynde what they haue 
browght to paffe in thefe great enterpryfes, For this valiante nation (the Spanyardes I meane) haue not onely 
with greate paynes and innumerable dangers fubdued to the Chriilian empire, infinite hundredes and legions, - 
but alfo myriades of men. Vafchus Nunnez therfore, whether it were that he was impacient of Idlenes {for a 
valiente mynde can not red in one place or bee vnoccupyed) or leade any other (hulde preuent hym in foo great 
a matter (fufpecting the newe gouemour Petrus Arias) or being moued by both thefe caufes, and efpecially for that 
the kynge had taken difpleafure with hym for fuch thynges as he had doone before, toke th[e]aduenture vppon 
hym with a fewe men to brynge that to paffe which the fonne of kynge Comogrus thought could hardly haue - 
byn doone with the ayde of a thoulande men, -wheioi Petrus Arias was appoynted capitayne for the fame purpofe. 
Affemblynge therfore certeyne of the owlde fouldiers oi Dariena, and many of thofe whiche came lately from 
Hifpanioia, allured by the fame of greater plentie of golde, he gathered an armye of a hundreth fourefcore and " 
tenne men. Thus beinge fumyflhed and redie to take his vyage by fea, whyle the wynde ferued hym, he 
departed frome Dariena with one brygantine and tenne of theyi boates whiche they caule Canoas as wee haue 
fayde. Fyrfl. therfore arryuynge in the dominion of Careta kynge of Coiba and frende to the Chriilians, and - 
leauynge his fliyppe and boates there, he made his deuout prayers to almy^htie god, and therwith went forwarde 
on his ioumey by lande toward the mountaynes. Here he fyril entered into the region of kynge Poncha, who 
fledde at his comrayng as he had doone before. But Vafchus fent meffengers to hym by the conduct of 
certeyne of Careta his men, promyfinge hym frendfhip and defence ageynft his enemies, with many other 
benefites. Poncha thus entyfed with the fayre fpeaclie and frendely profers bothe of owre men and of the 
Caretans, came to owr men gladly and wyllyngely makynge a league of frendftiippe with them. Vafchus 
enterteyned hym very frendely, and perfuaded him neuer tJierafter to ftande in feare. Thus they ioyned handes, 
embrafed, and gaue greate gj^tes the one to the other to knytte vp the knotte of continuall amitie. Poncha 
gaue Vafchus a hundreth and ten poundes weyght of golde, of that pounde which the Spanyardes caule Pefum. 
He had no greater plentie of golde at this tyme, by reafon he was fpoyled the yeare before as we haue fayde, 
Vafchus to recompence one benefyte with an other, gaue hym certeyne of owre thynges, as counterfet rynges, 
Chriftal (tones, copper cheynes and brafelettes, haukes belles, lokynge glaffes, and fuche other fjme llufle. 
Thefe thynges they fet much by and greately efteeme. For fuche thynges as are ftraunge, are euery where 
counted precious. He gaue alfo to Poncha certeyne axes to fell trees ; which he accepted as a princely gyfte, 
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bjcaufe they lacke Iren and all other metals except golde: by reafon wherof they are enforced with greate 
labours to cut theyr trees to buylde theyr houfes, and efpecially to make theyr boates holowe withowte intlru- 
mentes nf Iren, with certeyne fharpe llones whiche they fjmde in the rj^ers. Thus Vafchus leauynge all 
thjngeb m fafetie behynde hym, marched forwarde with his armye towarde the mountaynes, by the conducte of 
certeyne guydes and labourers which Poncha had gyuen hym, as well to leade hym the way, as alfo to cary his 
baggages and open the flraightes through the defolate places and craggy rockes full of the dennes of wylde 
beafles For there is feldoome entercourfe or byinge and fellynge betwene thefe naked people, bycaufe they 
rt.uid m ncede of fewe thynges and haue not the vfe of money. But yf at any tyme tlicy exercife any bartering 
they doo it but nere hande, exchangynge golde for houffiolde (luffe with theyr confines whiche fumewhat efteeme 
the fame for omamente when it is wrought. Other fuperfluities they vtteriy contemne, as hynderances of theyr 
fweete hbertie, forafmuch as they are gyuen only to play and Idelnes. And for this caiife, the high wayes 
which lye betivene theyr regions are not much worne with many iom j Y h theyr fcoutes certeyne 
priuie markes whereby they knowe the waye the one to inuade the o I dom n n , and fpoyle and infefle 
them felues on bothe fydes with mutual incuriions priuilie in the nyght f f By h helpe therfore of theyr 

guydes and labourers, with owre carpenters, he paffed ouer the horribl ountayn and many greate ryuers 
lyinge in the way, ouer the which he made brydges eyther with pyles o ru k o tr es. And here doo I let 
paffe manye thynges whiche they fuffered for lacke of necellaries, being If n m ouercome with extreme 

laboure leide I fliuldc bee tedious in reherfinge thynges of fmaulc \alu Bu I 1 thought it good not to 
otmtte fuche domges as he had with the kynges by the waye. Therefo h me to the toppes of the 

I vgh mountajnes he entered into a Region cauled Qiiarequa, and me h h kj ge thereof cauled by the 

lame name « ith a greate bande of men armed after theyr maner, as with bowes and arrowes, longe and brode 
t TO handed fwordes made of wodde, longe ftaues hardened at the endes with fyer, daites alfo and flynges. He 
came proudely and cruelly ageynft owre men, and Cent meffengers to them to byd theym (lande and precede 
no further dcmaimdynge whjthtr they went and what they hidde to doo there Hercw th he came foorth 
ai i ftiewed h}m felfe beinge appareled with al h s nobihtic but the other were all naked Then approchinge 
twarde o^rc men, he thretened them with \ lions countenance to depart from thcnfe except they woolde bee 
flayne euery mothers fonne. ^^hen onre mei denjed that the} woolde gou backe lie aiiajled them fiercely. 
But the batta)le was fone f)nyflhed For as loone as they harde the nojfe of the I argabufies, they beleued 
that onre mennc caryed thunder and lyghteijige about with them Many alfo be nge flayne and fore 
wounded with q arels of croffcbones they turned their backes and fiedde Owre men tolowjnge them in the 
chafe hewed them in piefes as the butchers doo Seflhe in the (hamwelles from one an armt from an other a 
legge from hjon a buttocke Irom an other a (huldcr and from fume the necke from the bodye at one 
ftrokc Thus fyte hundreth of them with thejT kynge were flayne lyke brute beaile', lafUmsiowiAz the 
houfe of this kjn^e infected with moil abhonni able and vnnaturall lechery For he fo inde the kynges brother 
and many other younge men in women=i a^-parell fmoth and etteminately decked which by the report of fuch 
as dwelte abowte hym, he abufed with prepofterous venus Of thefe abowte the number of fortie, he com- 
maunded to bee gyuen for a \ ray to his dog^es For (as we haue fayd) the Spaniardea \fe [t]he helpe of 
dogges in their warres ageynfl the naked people whom they inuade as fiercel) anl rauenyngclj as yf they were 
wylde boares or hartes. In foo muche that owre Spanyardes haue founde theyr dogges noo leiTe faythful to them 
in all daungiours and enterpryfcs, then dyd the Colophonians or Caftabalcnfes which inflituted hole armies of 
dogges foo made to ferue in the warres, that beinge accuflomed to place them in the fore froonte of the 
battayles, they neuer flirunke or gaue backe. When the people had harde of the feuere punyflhement which 
owr men had executed vppon that fylthy kynde of men, they reforted to theim as it had byn to Hercules for 
refuge, by violence biyngyng with them al fuch as they knewe to bee infected with that peililence, fpettynge 
in theyr faces and cryinge owte to owTe men to take reuenge of them and rydde them owte of the worlde fi-om 
amonge men as contagious beafles. This flinkynge abhomination hadde not yet entered amonge the people, 
but was exercifed onely by the noble men and gentelmen. But the people lyftinge vp theyr handes and eyes 
toward heauen, gaue tokens that god was greuoufly offended with fuch vyle deedes. Affirmynge this to bee the 
caufe of theyr foo many thunderinges, lyghtnynge, and tempeiles whenvith they are foo often troubeled; And 
of the ouerflowinge of waters which drowne theyr fets and fhites, whereof famenne and dyuers difeafes infue, 
as they Cmplye and faythfully beleue, althowgh they knowe none other god then the foonne, whom onely they 
honoure, thinkynge that it dooth bothe gyue and take awaye as it is pleafed or offended. Yet are they very 

^docible, and eafye to bee allured to owre cuflomes and religion, if they had any teachers. In theyr language 
there is nothynge vnpleafaunte to the eare or harde to bee pronounced, but that all theyr woordes may bee 

. wrytten with latin letters as wee fayde of th[e]inhabitantes of Htfpaniola. It is a warlyke nation, and hath byn 
euer hetherto moleflous to theyr bortherers. But the region is not fortunate with frutful ground or pleniie of 
gold. Yet is it full of greate barren mountaynes beinge fumewhat colde by reafon of theyr heyght. And 
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therfbre the noble men and gentelmen are apparelled. But the common people lyue content onely with the 
benefytes of nature. Tliere is a region not pad two dayes ioumey diftant from Quarequa, in which they founds 
only blacke Moores: and thofe excedynge fierce and cruell. They fuppofe that in tyme parte certeyne blacke- 
mores layled thether owt ol Aethhpia to robbe: and that by (hippewracke or fume other chaunce, they were 
dryuen to thofe mountaynes. Th[e]inhabitantes of Quarequa lyue in continuall warre and debate with thefe 
blacke men. Here Vafdtns leauinge in Quarequa many of his fouldiers (which by reafon they were not yet 
accuftomed to fuch trauayles and hunger, fell into dyuers difeafes) tooke with hym certeyne guydes of the 
Quarequatans to conduct hym to the toppes of the mountaynes. From the palaice of kynge Poncha, to the 
profpect of the other fouth fea, is only fyxe dayes iomey: the which neuertheleffe by reafon of many hynder- 
ances and chaunces, and efpecially for lacke of vytayles, he coulde accomplyflie in noo leffe then. xxv. dayes. 
But at the length, the feuenth daye of the calendes of October, he behelde with woonderinge eyes the toppes 
of the hygh mountaynes (hewed vnto hym by the guydes of Quarequa, from the whiche he rayght fee the other 
fea foo longe looked for, and neuer feene before of any man commynge owte of owre woride. Approchinge 
therefore to the toppes of the mountaynes, he commaunded his armye to fley, and went him felfe alone to the 
toppe, as it were to take the fyrft poffeffion therof. Where, faulynge proHrate vppon the grounde, and rayfmge 
hym felfe ageyne vpon his knees as is the maner of the Chriilians to pray, lyftynge vppe his eyes and handes 
towarde heauen, and directinge his face towarde the newe founde fouth fea, he poored foorth his humble and 
deuout prayers before almyghtie God as a fpirituall facrifice with thankes gyuing, that it liad pleafed his diuine 
maiefUe to referue vnto that day the victorie and praife of fo greate a thynge vnto hym, beinge a man but of 
finaule witte and knowleage, of lyttle experience and bafe parentage. , When he had thus made his prayers after 
his warlike maner he beckened with his hande to his coompanions to coome to hym, (hewynge them the greate 
mayne lea heretofore vnknowen to th[e]!nhabitantes of Europe, Aphrike, and Afia.; Here ageyne he fell to 
his prayers as before: defyringe almyghtie God and the bleffed virgin to fauour his beginninges, and to gyue 
hym good fucceffe to fubdue thofe landes to the glorie of his holy name and encreafe of his trewe religion. All 
his coompanions dyd lykcft-yfe, and prayfed god with loude voyces for ioye. Then Vafckus, with no leffe manlye 
corage then Hanniball of Carthage ihewed his fouldiers Italye and the promontories of the Alpes, exhorted his 
men to lyft vp their liartes, and to behoulde the lande euen nowe vnder theyr feete, and the fea before theyr 
eyes, whiche fhulde bee vnto them a full and iuft rewarde of theyr great laboures and trauayles nowe oucrpaffed. 
When he had fayde thefe woordes, he commaunded them to raife certeine heapes of (lones in the fteede of alters 
for a token of poffeffion. Then defcendynge from the toppes of the mountaynes, lead fuch as might come after 
hym fhulde argue hym of lyinge or fallhod, he wrote the kynge of Callelles name here and there on the barkes 
of the trees bothe on the ryght hande and on the lefte: and rayfed heapes of flones all the way that he went, 
vntyll he came to the region of the nexte kynge towarde the fouth whofe name was Chiapes. This kynge came 
foorthe ageynile hym with a greate multitude of men : threateninge and forbyddynge him not onely to paffe 
through his dominions, but alfo to goo no further. Herevppon, Vafchtis fet his battayle in array, and exhorted 
his men (beinge nowe but fewe) fiercely to aflayle theyr enemies, and to efleeme theym noo better then dogges 
meate as they ihulde bee fhortly. Placeinge therfore the hargabufiers and maflies in the forefroonte, they faluted 
kynge Chiapes and his men with fuch a larome, that when they hard the noyfe of the gunnes, fawe the flames of 
fyer, and fmelte the fauour of brymfl;one (for the wynde blewe towarde them) they droue them fehies to flyght 
with fuche feare leade thunderboultes and lyghtnynges folowed theim, that manye fell downe to the grounde; 
whom owre men purfuinge, fyril keepinge theyr order, and after breakyng theyr array, flewe but fewe and tooke 
many captiue. For they determined to vfe no extremitie, but to pacifie thofe Regions as quietlye as they myght. 
Enteringe therfore into the palaice of kynge Chiapes, Yafchus commaunded many of the captiues to bee loofed : 
wyllynge them to fearch owte theyr kynge, and to exhorte hym to coome thyther: And that in foo doinge, he 
woolde bee his frcndc and prefer hym peace, befyde many other benefites. But if he refufed to coome, it (hulde 
tume to the defljuction of hym and his, and vtter fubuerfion of his contrey. And that they myght the more 
affuredly do this mefTage to Chiapes he fent with them certeyne of the guydes whiche came with hym from 



Thus Chiapes beinge perfuaded afwel by the Quareqans who coulde coniecture to what ende the matter 
woolde coome by th[e]experience whiche they had feene in them felues and theyr kynge, as alfo by the reafons 
of his owne men to whome Vafchus hadde made foo frendely promyfes in his behalfe, came foortlie of the caues 
in the whiche he lurked, and fubmytted hym felfe to Vafchus, who accepted hym frendelye. They ioyned 
liandes, embrafed the one the other, made a perpetuall league of frendelhippe, and gaue greate rewardes on bothe 
fydes. Chiapes gaue Vafchus foure hundreth poundes weyght of wrought goulde of thofe poundes whiche they 
caule Pefos: And Vafchus recompenfed hym ageyne with certeyne of owre thynges. Thus beinge made 
freendes, they remayned togytber a fewe dayes vntyll Vafchus fouldiers were coome which he lefte behynde hym 
in Quarcpia. Then caulinge vnto hym the guydes and labourers which came with hym from thenfe he 
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rewarded them liberallye and difmiffed tlieym with thankes. Shortly after, by the conduct of Chiapes hym felfe, 
and certeyne of his men, departinge from the toppes of the mountaynes, he came in the fpace of foure dayes to 
the bankes of the newe fea : where affemblynge al his men tog>"ther with the kynges fcribes and notaries, they 
addicted al that maine fea with all the landcs adiacent there vnto to the dominion and Empire of Caftile. Here 
he left part of his fouldiers with Chiapes that he myght th[e]efelier fearche thofe coaftes. And takyng with hym 
nyne of theyr lyghters made of one hole tree (which they caule Cukhas as th[e]inhabitantes of Hifpaniola caul 
them Canous) and alfo a bande of fourefcore men with certeine of Chiapes men, he paiTed ouer a greate ryuer and 
came to the region of a certeyne kynge whofe name was Coquera. He attempted to refyfle owre men as dyd 
the other, and with lyke fucceffei for he was ouercoome and put to flyght. But Vafchus who entended to 
Wynne hym witli gentelnes, fente certeyne Chiapeans to him to declare the greate poure of owre raennc : howe 
inuincible they were; howe mercifull to fuch as fubmit them fclues, alfo cniell and feuere to fuch as obflinatly 
withilande them. Promyfmge hym furthermore, that by the frendfhippe of owre men, he myght bee well affured 
by th[e]exemple of other, not onely to lyue in peace and quietness hym felfe, but alfo to bee reuenged of 
tb[e]iniuries of his enemies. Wylling hym in conclufion foo to weigh the matter, that if he refufed this gentelnes 
profered vnto hym by foo greate a victourer, he fhulde or it were longe, leme by feelynge to repent him to late 
of that perel which he myght haue auoyded by hearing. Coquera with thefe woordes and exemples, fhaken 
with great feare, came gladly with the meifengers, bryngyng with him fyxe hundreth and. 1. [fifty] Pefos of wrought 
gold, which he gaue vnto owre men. Vafchus rewarded hym lykewife as we fayd before aiPoncha. Coquera beinge 
thus pacified, they returned to the palaice of Chiapes. Where, vifitinge theyr companions, and rellynge there a 
whyle, Vafchus determyned to fearch the nexte greate goulfe, the which, from the furthefl, reachynge therof into 
the lande of theyr countreys, from the enteraunce of the mayne fea, they faye to bee threefcore myles. This 
they named faynt Michaels goulfe, which they fay to bee full of inhabited Ilandcs and hugious rockes. Enteringe 
therefore into the nyne boates or Cukhas wherwith he palled ouer the ryuer before, hauinge alfo with hym the 
fame coompanye of fourefcore hole men, he wente forwarde on his purpofe, although he were greatly diffuaded 
by Chiapes, who emeflly defyred hym not to attempt that vyage at that tyme, affirming the goulfe to be foo 
tempellious and (lormy three moonethes in the yeare, that the fea was there by noo meanes nauigable: And 
that he had feene many Cukhas deuoured of whirlepoles euen beefore his eyes. But inuincible Vafchus, 
impaciente of idlenes, and voyde of all feare in goddes caufe, aunfwered that god and his holy fayntes 
woolde profper his enterpryfes in this cafe, forafmuche as the matter touched God and the defence of the 
Chrifiian rehgion, for the maynetenaunce wherof it fliulde bee ncceffarie to haue great abundance of ryches and 
treafure as the fynewes of war ageynlle the enemies of the faythe. Thus vfinge alfo th[e]office both of an 
oratoure and preacher, and hauinge perfuaded his coompanyons, he lanched from the lande. But Chiapes, leafl. 
Vafchus ihulde any thynge doubt of his faythfulnes towarde hym, profered himfelfc to goo with hym whitlicr foo 
euer he went : And wolde by noo meanes affent that Vafchus fliulde depart from his palaice, but that he woolde 
brynge hym on the waye and take part of his fortune. Therfore as foone as they were nowe entered into the 
maine fea, fuch fourges and conflictes of water arofe ageynfl. them that they were at theyr ivyttes endes whither 
to turne them or where to rctlc. Thus beinge toffed and amafed with feare, the one loked on the other with 
pale and vncherefull count enaunces. But efpecially Chiapes and his coompany, who had before tyme with theyr 
eyes feene th[e]experience of thofe ieoperdies, were greatly difcomforted. Yet (as god woolde) they efcaped all, 
and landed at the nexte Ila.nde : Where makynge falle theyr boates, they relied there that nyghL Here ihe 
water foo encreafed, that it almoft ouerflowed the Hand. They fay alfo that that fouth fea doth foo in maner 
boyle and fwelle, that when it is at the hygheft it doth couer many greate rockes, which at the faule therof, are 
feene farre aboue the water. But on the contrar}' parte, all fuche as inhabite the North fea, affirrae with one 
voyce, that hit fcarfely rifeth at any tyme a cubet aboue the bankes as they alfo confeffe which inhabite the 
Ilande of Hifpaniola and other Ilandes fituate in the fame. The Ilande therfore beinge nowe drye by the faule 
of the water, they reforted to theyr boates which they founde all ouerwlielmed and full of fande, and fume fore 
brufed, with great ryftes, and almofl loft by reafon theyr cables were broken. Such as were brufed, they tyed 
fall with theyr gyrdels, with ilippes of the barkes of trees ind with tough and longe llalkes of certein herbes of 
the fea, flopping the ryftes or chynkes with ^.ralfe accordjTigL to the prefente neceffitie. Thus were they enforced 
to returne backe ageyne l>ke vnto men that came frome fliippewracke, beinge almoft confumed with hunger, 
bycaufe theyr vytayles were \tterly deftrojed by tempefte Th[e]inhabitantes declared that there is harde all 
the yeare horrible rorynge of the fea amonge thofe Ilandes as often as it ryfethe or fauleth. But this moft 
efpecially in thofe three monethes m the wl ch it is mofte boyft[r]ious as Chiapes towlde Vafchus before: 
Meanynge (as they coulde con ecture by his \oordes) Oct ber, Nouember, and December: for he fignified the 
prefent moone and the twoo moones folo^vynge countyi ^e the moonethes by the moones, whereas it was nowe 
- October. Here therefore refreffl ji gc hym felfe and his fouldiers a whyle, and paffynge by one vnprofitable 
kynge, he came to an other whofe name was Tumaccus after the name of the region, beinge fituate on that fyde 
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of the goulfe. This Tumaccus came foorth ageynfte owre men as dyd the other, and mth lyke fortune. For 
he was ouercoome, dryuen to flyght, and many of his men flayne. He hym felfe was alfo fore wounded, but 
yet efcaped. Vafchns fent certeyne meflengers of the Chiapeans to hym to returne, and not to bee afrayde. 
But he could be nothyng moued nether by promyffes nor threateninges. Yet when the meflengers were inftant, 
and ceafled not to threaten death to him and his famely, with the vtter defolation of his kyngedome if he 
periifted in that obftinacie, at the length, he fent his foonne with them : whom Vafchns honorably enterteyninge, 
apparelinge hym gorgioufly and gyuing hym many gyftes, fent hym to his father, wyllynge hym to perfuade 
hym of the puiflaunce, munificence, liberalitie, humanitie, and clemencie of owre men. Tumaccus beinge 
mooued by this gentelnes declared toward his fonne, came with him the thyrde day, bryngynge nothynge with 
hym at that tyme. But after that he knewe that owre men defyred goulde and pearles, he fent for fyxe 
hundreth and. xiiii. Pefos of golde, and two hundreth and fortie of the Uggefl and fayrefl, perles befyde a great 
number of the fmauleft forte. Owre men marueyled at the byggenes and fayrenes of thefe perles although they 
were not perfectely whyte bycaufe they take theym not owte of the fea mufculs excepte they fyrft rod them, 
that they may th[e]efelyer open them felfe, and alfo that the fyflTie maye haue the better tafte, whiche tbey 
efteeme for a delicate and princely dyflTie, and fct more thereby then by the perles them felues. Of thefe 
thynges I was enformed of one Arbolantius beinge one of Vafchus coompanions whom he fent to the kyng 
with manye perles and certeyne of thofe fea mufculs. But when Tumacctis fawe that owre men foo greatly 
eg d d th bewtie of the perles, he commaunded certeyne of his men to prepare them felues to goo a 
f filjng f perles. Who departinge, came ageyne within foure dayes, bringynge with them twelue pounde- 
1 1 of nent perles after eight ounces to the pounde. Thus reioyfmge on bothe parties, they embrafed and 
m d a 1 a ue of contmuall frendefhippe. Tumaccus thought him felfe happie that he had prefented owre men 
th fu h thankeful gyftes and was admitted to theyr frendlhippe: and owre men thinkynge them felues happie 
nd bl ff d that they had founde fuche tokens of great ryches, fwalowed downe theyr fpettle for thyrfle. At 
11 th f do nges, kynge Chiapes was prefent as a wytnes and coompanion. He alfo reioyfed not a lyttle, afwell 
tl t by h onductinge he fawe that owre men Ihulde be latiffied of theyr defyre, as alfo that by this meanes 
1 h d d lared to the next kynge his bortherer and enemie, what frendes he had of oivre men, by whofe ayde 
he myght lyue in quyetnes and bee reuenged of his aduerfarie if neede fliulde foo requyre. For (as wee haue 
layde) thefe naked kynges infeile theim felues with greuous warres onely for ambition and defyre to rule. 
Vafchiis bofteth in his epiflell, that he lemed certeyne maruelous fecreates of Tumaccus hym felfe as concemynge 
the greate ryches of this lande : wherof (as he fayth) he woold vtter nothyng at this prefente, for afrtiuche as 
Tumaccus toulde it him in his eare. But he was enformed of bothe the kynges, that there is an Ilande in that 
goulfe, greater then any of the other, hauing in it but onely one kynge, and hym of foo great poure, that at 
fuche tymes of the yeare as the fea is caulme, he inuadethe theyr dominions with a greate nauie of Culchas, 
fpoyling and caryinge a way for a praye, all that he meeteth. This Iland is diftant from thefe coaftes, onely 
tiventie myles ; Soo that the promontories or poyntes therof rechyng mto the fea, may bee feene from the hylles 
of this Continent. In the fea nere about this Ilande, fea mufculs are engendred of fuch quantitie, that many 
of them are as brode as buckelers. In thefe are perles founde (beinge the hartes of thofe fliell fyffhes) often.- 
tymes as bygge as beanes, fumtymes bygger then olyues and fuch as fumptuous Cleopatra myght haue defyred. 
Althoughe this Ilande bee foo nere to the fhore of this firme lande, yet is the begynnyng therof in the mayne 
fea without the mouth of the goulfe. Vafchus beinge ioyfull and mery with this rych communication, fantafinge 
nowe in maner nothing but princes treaftires, beganne to fpeake fierce and cruell woordes ageynfl the tyranne 
of that Ilande, meanyng hereby too woonne the myndes of the other kynges, and bynde them to hym with a 
nearer bonde of frendefhip. Yet therfore raylynge further on hym \vitii fpytefuU and opprobrious woordes, he 
fwore great othes that he woolde fiirthwith inuade the Ilande, fpoylynge, defl;royinge, bumynge, drownynge, 
and hanifjnge fpannge neyther fwoorde nor fyre, vntyll he hadde reuenged theyr iniuries: And therwith 
commaunded his Culchas to bee in a redynes. But the twoo kynges Chiapes and Tumaccus, exhorted hym 
frendly to deferre this enterprife vntyll a more quiete feafon, bycaufe that fea was not nauigable withowte 
greate daungLr beinge nowe the begynnynge of Nouember. Wherin the kynges feemed to faye trewe. For 
as I aji.hus hym felfe wryteth, great roryng of the fea was harde amonge the Ilandes of the goulfe by reafon of 
the raginge and conflicte of the water. Great ryuers alfo defcending from the toppes of the mountaynes the 
fame time of the yeare, and ouerflowyng theyr bankes, dryuyng dmvne with theyr vyolence greate rockes and 
trees, make a marueylous noyfe. Lykewife the fiuie of the South and Northeafl wyndes, affociate with thunder 
and lyghtnynge at the fame feafon, dyd greatly molefte them. \Vhyle the wether was fayre they were vexed 
in the night with could: and in the day time, the heate of the fonne troubled them: wherof it is noo maruaile, 
forafmuche as they were neare vnto the Equinoctiall lyne, although they make noo menrion of the eleuation of 
the pole, For in fuch regions, in the nyght, the mone and other coulde pianettes ; but in the daye, the foone 
and other hotte pianettes, doo chiefely exercife theyr influence: Allhowghe the antiquitie were of an other 
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opinion, fuppofmge the Equinoctkll circle to bee vnliabitable and defoJate by reafon of the heate of the foonoe 
liauinge his courfe perpendiculerly or directly ouer the fame: except a fewe of the contrary opinion, whofe 
affertions the Portugales haue at thefe dayes by experience proued to bee trewe. For they faile yearely to 
th[e]iiihabitantes of the fouth pole, being in maiier Antipodes to the people cauled Hypcrborei vuder the North 
pole, and exercife marchaundies with them. And here haue I named Antipodes, forafmuch as I am not 
ignorant that tiiere hath byn men of Angular witte and great lernyng, which haue denyed that there is Antipodes : 
that is, fuch as waike feete to feete. But it is moil certeyne, that it is not gyuen to an)e one man to knowe all 
thynges. For euen they alfo were men: whofe propertie is to erre and bee deceaued m man) thynges. 
Neuertheleffe, the Portugales of owre tyme haue (ayled to the fyue and fyftie degree of the fouth pole Where, 
coompafmge abowte the poynt thereof, they myght fee throughowte al the heaiien about the lame, certeyne 
Ihynynge whyte cloudes here and there amonge the ftaires, lyke vnto theym whiche are feene m the tracte of 
heauen cauled Ladea via, that is, the mylke whyte waye. They (ay, there is noo notable (larre neare about 
that pole !yke vnto this of owres which the common people thynke to bee the pole it felfe (caukd of the 
Italians Tramontana, and of the Spanyardes Nortes) but that the fame fauleth benethe the Ocean. When the 
fonne defcendeth from the myddelle of the exiltree of the woorlde frome vs, it ryfethe to them, as a payre of 
balances whofe weyght inclynynge from the equall poyfe in the myddefl. lowarde eyther of the fydes, caufeth 
the one ende to ryfe as much as the other fauleth. When therefore it is autumne with vs, it is fprynge tyme 
with them : And fummi;r with vs when it is wynter with them. But it fuffifeth to haue fayde thus much of 
llrange matters. Let vs now therfore returne to the hiflorie and to owre men. 
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\Afchus by th[e]aduice of kynge Chiapes and Tiimaecus, determyned to deferre his vyage to the 
fayde Ilande vntyll the nexte fprynge or fummer, at which tyme Chiapes offered hym felfe to 
accoompany owre men and ayde them therin all that he myght. In this meane tyme Yafchiis 
_ had knowleage that thefe kynges had nettes and fyffhynge places in certeyne Ilations of that 
fea nere vnto the fliore, where they were accuftomed to fyfhe for fea mufculs in the which 
perles are engendred: And that for this purpofe they had certeyne dyuers or fyflhers 
- exercifed frome theyr youthe in fwymmynge vnder the water. But they doo this onely at 
-certeyne tymes when the fea is calme, that they may th[e]efelyer coome to the place where thefe fiiell fydies 
are woonte to lye. For the bygger that they are, foo much ly they the deaper and nerer to the bottome. But 
the leffer, as it were dowghters to the other, are nerer the bryme of the water. Lykcwyfe the leafte of all, as it 
were their niefes, are yet nearer to the fuperficiall parte therof. Too them of the byggefle forte whiche lye 
_ lowefte, the fyflhers dcfcende the depthe of three mens heyght, and fumtyme foure. But to the doughters or niefes 
as their fucceflion, they defceud onelje to thi, mjdde thygh. Sumtymes alfo, after that the fea hathe byn 
difquyeted with vehemente tempeftes, they fynde a greate multytude of thefe fyffhes on the fandes, beyng dryuen 
to the fliore by the vyolence of the water The perles of thefe whiche are founde on the fande, are but lytJe. 
- The iifihe it felfe, is more plealkunte m eitjnge then are owre oyfters as owre men report. But perhappes 
hunger the fweete faufe of all meates caufed o«Te men foo too thynke. Whether perles bee the hartes of fea 
mufculs (as Aiiilotell fuppofed) or the byrthe or fpaune of there ir.trals {as Plinye thought) Or whether they 
cleane contynually to the rockes, or wander by coompanies in the fea by the guydinge of lh[e]eldefle : Whether 
euerye fyflhe brynge foorthe one perle or more, at one byrthe or at dyuers: Alfo whether theye bee fyled frome 
the rockes wherunto theye cleaue, or maye bee eafylye pulled awaye, or otherwyfe faule of by them felues when 
theye are coomme to there full grouth: Lykewyfe whether perles bee harde within the flielle or fofte, owre men 
haue as yet noo certayne experyence. But I trufle or it bee longe, too knowe the truth hereof. For owre men 
are euen nowe in hande with the matter. Alfo, as foone as I fhall bee aduertyfed of the arryuall oiPetrus Arias 
the capytayne of owre men, I wyll defyre hym by my letters to make diligent fearche for thefe thynges, and 
certifye me therof in all poyntes. I knowe that he wyll not bee flacke or omytte any thynge herein. For he is 
my verye frende : and one that taketh greate pleafure in confyderynge the woorkes of nature. And furelye it 
feemeth vnto me vndecente, that wee fhoulde with fylence ouerilyppe fo greate a thynge whiche afwell in the 
owlde tyme as in owre dayes, hathe, and yet dootlie, drawe bothe men and women to eramoderate defyre of 
fuperfluous pleafure. Spayne therefore fhalbe able hereafter with perles to fatiffie the gredye appetite of fuche 
as in wanton pleafures are lyke vnto Cleopatra and Afopus So that frome henfforth we fhal neyther enuye nor 
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e the nyfe frutefulnes of Stoidum, or Taprobana, or the redde fea. But lette vs nowe retuine to oivre 
purpofe. Vafchus therfore determined with the fyffliers of Chiapes to proue what myght bee doone in his fyllie 
pooles or flations of fea mufcules. Chiapes to fiiewe hym felfe obediente to Vafchus his requeile, although the 
fea were boyfl[r]yous, coomraaunded thirtye of his fytifhers to prepare them felfes and to reforte to the fyflhinge 
places. Vafchus fente onelye fyxe of his men with them to beeholde them frome the fea bankes, but not to 
coommitte them felues to the daunger of the fea. The fyflhynge place was diilaiite frome the palayce of Chiapes 
aboute tenne rayles. They durile not aduenture to dyue to the bcttorae by reafon of the furye of the fea. Yet 
of the mufcules whiche lye hygheil, and of fuche as were dryuen to the (hore by the vyolence of the water, theye 
broughte fyxe greate farthels in the fpace of a fewe dayes. The perles of thefe were but lyttle, aboute the bygnes 
of fmaule fytches : yet verye fayre and bewtyfuU, by reaibn theye were taken newely owte of the fyflhe, beinge 
yet rawe. And that they ihulde not bee reproued of lyinge as conceminge the bignes of thefe fea mufculs, they 
fente many of them into Spayne to the kynge with the perles, the fyflhe beynge taken owte. Wee thinke verily 
that there maye in noo place bygger bee founde. Thefe fhelle fj^Thes therfore beynge thus founde here in foo 
manye places in that fea, and gold in maner in euery houfe, doo argue the ryche treafurye of nature too bee hyd 
in thofe coafl.es, forafnmche as fuche greate ryches haue byn founde as it were in the lytle fynger of a giantes 
hande. What then maye wee thynke of the hole hande of the gyante {for hetherto theye hane onely bynne in 
hande with the confynes of Vrahd) when theye (hall haue thorowly fearched all the coafl.es and fecreates of the 
inner partes of all that large lande. But Vafchus contented with thefe fygnes and ioyfiill of his good fucceffe in 
thefe enterprifes, determined by an other waye to returne to his felowes in Dariena, where alfo, they haue golde 
mynes abonte tenne myles from the village. He gaue therfore kyng Chiapes leaue to depart, and to folowe 
hym noo further: Confailyng hym to continue faythfull to the chriftian kynge his lorde and maifl:er. Thus 
embrafmge the one the other, and ioyninge handes, Chiapes departed, with teares declaring the good mynde 
which he bore to owre men. Vafchus leaning his ficke men with Chiapes, went forward on his ioumey with the 
refydue, hauinge alfo with him for guydes three of Chiapes maryners. He conuej^hed his armye ouer a greate 
ryuer into the dominion of a certeine kynge cauled Teaocha : who beinge aduertifed of the coommyng of owre 
men, of whofe famous actes he had harde muche before, was verye gladde therof and enterteyned them 
honorably ; So that for a token of his frendely affection towarde them, he gaue Vafchus twentie poundes weyght 
of wrought golde after eyght ounces to the pounde: Alfo twoo hundreth bigge perles; but not fayre, by reafon 
they were taken owt of the mufculs after they had byn fodden. After they had ioyned handes, Vafchus 
recompenfed hym with certeyne of owre thynges. Lykewife rewardynge his guydes the feruantes of Chiapes, he 
difmiffed them with commendations to theyr lord, Kyng Teaocha at the departure of owr men from his palaice, 
dyd not onely appoint them guydes to conduct them in the way, but alfo gaue them certeyne flaues in the 
ileede of bealles to cary theyr vytayles, bycaufe they fliulde paffe throwgh many defertes, baren and rowgh 
momitaynes and terrible wooddes full of tygers and Lions. He fent alfo one of his fonnes with thefe flaues, 
ladynge them with falted and dryed fylhe, and breade of thofe regions, made of the rootes of Maizium and lucea. 
He aifo commaunded his fonne not to depart from owr men vntyl he were Ucenced by Vafchus. By theyr 
conductinge therfore, Vafchus came to the dominion of an other k) ng w hofe name w is Pacra, a cruell tyranne, 
fearefull to the other kynges his bortherers, and of greater pourc then any of them This tyran, whether it 
were that his giltie confcience for his mifcheuous actes, put him m feare that owre menne woolde reuenge the 
lame, or that he thought hym felfe inferior to refift them, fled at theyr commynge Vafchus wryteth that in thefe 
regions in the mooneth of Nouember he was fore afflicted with grtate heate and mtollerable thirfl, by reafon 
that fyde of the mountaynes hath lyttle water; In foo muche that they were in daunger to haue perilflied but 
that certeyne of th[e]i!ihabitants (hewed them of a fprynge which was m the fecrcate place of a woodde, whither 
Vafchus with all fpeade fent twoo quycke and flronge younge men of his coompamons nith theyr gourdes and 
fuche water veffelles as Teaocha his men browghte with them. Of th[e}inhabitantes, there durfl. none depart 
from there coompany bycaufe the wylde beaft.es doo foone inuade naked men. For in thofe mountaynes, and 
efpecially in the wooddes neare vnto the fpringe, they faye that they are fumtyraes taken owte of there houfes in 
the nyght, excepte they take good heede that the doores bee well fparde. It ftiall not bee frome my purpofe 
here to declare a particular chaunce before I enter any further in this matter. Theye (aye therfore that the 
laile yeare the regyon of Dariena was noo leffe infefted and trowbeled with a fierfe tyger, then was Calidonia in - 
tyme pafte with a wylde bore, and Neinea with a horrible lyon. For they aflyrme that for the fpace of fyxe hole 
moonethes there palTed not one nyghte withowte fumme hurte doone: foo that it kylled nyghtlye eyther a- 
bullocke, a mare, a dogge, or a hogge, fumtimes euen in the highe wayes of the village, For owre men haue 
nowe greate heardes of cattayle in thofe regions. They fay alfo that when this tyger had whelpes, noo man 
myght fafelye goo furthe of his doores, bycaufe fhee fpared not men if (hee mette fyrft.e with them. But at the 
lengeth, neceifitye enforced them to inuente a policye howe they myght bee reuenged of fuche bludfhed. 
Searchynge therfore dilygently her footefteppes, and folowynge the pathe wherbye ihee was accudomed in the 
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nyght feafon to wander owte of her deiine to feeke her praye, theye made a greate trenfhe or p}'tte in her walke, 
' coueriuge the tame with hurdels whervppon they calle parte of the earthe and difperfed the refydue. The 
dogge tyger channfed fyrfle into this pitfaul, and fe! vppon the poyntes of (harpe flakes and fuche other ingens 
as were of purpofe fyxed in tlie bottome of the trenflie. Beynge thus wounded, he rored foo terrybly, that it 
grated the bowels of fuche as harde hym, and the wooddes and montaynes neare aboute, rebounded the noyfe 
of the horryble crye. When they perceaued that he was layde fade, they reforted to the trenflie and flewe hym 
with (loncs, dartes, and pykes. With his teethe and clawes, he broke the dartes into a thoufande chyppes- 
Beynge yet deade, he was fearefull to all fuche as behelde hym; what then thinke you he woolde haue doone 
beynge alyue and loofe. One lokannes Laiifma of Ciuile, a nere frynde to Vafchus and one of his coompanyons 
of his trauayles, toulde me that he hym felfe dyd eate of the fleflie of that tiger: and that it was nothlnge inferyor 
- to biefe in goodnes. Beynge deniaunded howe they knewe hit to bee a tyger forafmuche as none of them had euer 
feene a tyger, thej anfneied th^t thej knewe hit bj the fpottcs, ficrcenes, agihtji., and fuche other raarkes and 
token wherby the inLiente wnteis haue def^ribed the tiger For fum of them had btfore tyme feene other 
fpot ted wild e beaftes, as ljb\nles and pmthers Ihe dogge tii^er beynge thus kyUed, theye folowynge tlie 
trafe of his (leppes towarde the mountaines, came to the denne nhere the bjtche remayned with her twoo 
jounge fuckynge whelpcs. But ihee was not in the denne at there coomm)nge Theye fyrfle caryed awaye 
the whelpes with them But aflerwarde fearjn^e leafl.e thcj ftuldc djc b\caufe theye were very younge, 
entendjTige when thej were bjgger to fende them into Spajne, they put cheynes of jren aboute there neckes, 
and caryed them ■igi}ne to there denne « hither retumyngi. withm a ftwe dajts after, they founde the denne 
emptye ind the chejnes not remoued trome there plaLe Iheje fuppofe thit the damme in her furye tore 
them m pjeces and caryed them awaye, lefte anye fliulde haue the iruition of them For theye playnely 
affirme thit it was not poflible thxt thcj fliulde bee loofcd frome the chaynes aljue Thu fl^}nne of the deade 
t)ger flufled with drje herbes and ftrawe, thej fente to Hifpamola to the admjrall and other of the chiefe 
rulers frome whome the neue hndes receyue there Uhos and fuccoure It fliall at this tyme fuflyce to haue 
wntten thus much ot the t\gers, as I haue lemed b) the rcporte of them ivhiLhe bothe fullejned domage by 
there rauLUjnge and ilfo handekd the fl^-juni, of that whiche «is flijne f et vs nowe thcrfore retume to 
kynge JPau i fionie whome wee haue digrefled When ] aft/ius had entred into the houfes loriafccn of Pacra, 
he fente meiltngiers to reconcyle hjm as he had doone the other kinges At tlie firfl, he refufed to coomme. 
But after thrtitenjngcs, hi. came with three other kjnges m his coompanje. Vafchu writethe that he neuer 
lawe a more monftrous and detormed creature And that nature hath ontly gyuen h\m humane ibape, and 
otherw)-fc to bee worfe then a Lrute beaile, with maners accordynge to the hnjamentes of his bodye. He 
ibufed with mofte abhomimble lechery the doughtcrs of foure kjngea his bortheters frome whome hce had 
tiken them 1 y lyolcnce 01 the fjlthje bchauourc ai Pacra, of his cruclt>e and miurjes doone by hym, many 
of tilt, other k)'nges made greuous coomplayntes to VaJJius as ^nto a h}gh ludge ind lufle reuenger: Molle 
humblje beftchjng hym to fi.e fuche thynges punyfllied, forrfmuche as theye tooke hym for a man fente of god 
for that puipofe Herevppon Vajchm afwell to wynne their good wylles, as alfo too (bene an exempic of 
terroure to luche as vfed lyke faflTiioiTi, coommiunded that this monflrous beafl.e with the other three kyngcs 
whiche were lubiectt t •> hym and of h ke conditions, fliulde bee geuen for a praye to his fi.yghtmge dogges, and 
their tome carkefes to bee burned. Of thele dogges whiclie theye vfe m the warres, theye tell niaruelous thynges. 
For theye laye that theye runne vppon th[e]inhabitantes armed after there maner, with noo letTe fiercenes then 
if theye were hartes or wylde bores, if the Spaniardes doo but onely poynte to^varde them with their fyngers: 
In foo muche that ofientymes they haue had no neede too drjue their enemyes too flyght with fwoordes or 
arrowes: But haue doone the fame onely with dogges placed in the forefronte of their battayle, and lettynge 
them flyppe with their watche woorde and priuye token. Wheruppon the barbaryans Hryken with feare by 
reafon of the cruell countenaunces of the maflies, with their defperate bouldenes and vnaccuilomed houlynge 
and barkynge, haue difparcled at the fyrfle onfette and broke their arraye. Yet it chaunfeth olherwyfe when 
theye haue anye conflicte agaynll the Canibales and the people of Caramairi. For thefe are fyerfer, and more 
warrelyke men: Alfo fo experte arche[r]s, that theye can mofle certenlye dyrect their venemous arrowes againll 
the dogges with fuche celeritye as if theye were thiinderboites: By reafon wherof, they fumtymeskyl many of them. 
Th[e]inhabytantes of thefe montaynes, doo not keepe warre with bowes and arrowes : But vfe onelye Machanis, 
that is certayne longe and broude fwordes made of woodde : Alfo flynges, longe pykes and dartes hardened at the 
endes with fyere, Whyle kynge Pacra yet lyued, noo man coulde knowe of hym neyther by fayre meanes nor 
by foule, where he had the golde whiche was founde in his houfe. For owre men founde in his iewel houfe fyflye 
poundes weyght of golde. Beynge therfore demaunded where he had it, he anfwered that they whiche gathered 
the fame in thofe montaynes in his fathers dayes, were all deade: And that fenfe he was a chylde, he neuer 
efleemed golde more then floones. More then this, theye coulde not gette of hym. By this feuere punyfhment 
executed vppon Pacra, Vafifius concyled vnto hym the myndes of all the other kynges of that prouynce. And 
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by this meanes it came too paffe, that when he fente for the fycke men whiche he lefte behynde hym with kyiige 
Chiapes, an other kynge whiche was in the m)dde waye {whofe name was Boncniama) enterteyned them 
gentellye, and gaue them x\. pounde weyght of pure wrought golde, befyde great plenfye of vyttayles. And 
not this onely, but alfo accoompanyed them hjm felfe vntyll he had brought them fafely frome his palaice into 
the domynyon of Pacra WTiere tak) nge eche of them by the ryghte handes, he delyuered them to Vafchus hym 
felfe, as a faythefull pledge commytted too his charge, and therewith fpake to Vafchus in this effecte. ' Moode - 
myghtye and valyaunte vyctourer, beholde I here delyner vnto yowe, yowre coompanions in fuche plight as I 
receaued them : wiflhynge that I had byu afwell able to gyue them healthe, as they were hertely welcoome to 
fuche pore cnterteynement as I was able to (hewe them. For the fauoure and gentelneffe whiche I haue founde 
bothe in yowe and them, he ihall rcwarde yowe whiche fendeth thunderynge and lyghtelyng to the dellruction 
of myfcheuous men, and of his clemencye giueth vnto good men plentie of lucca and Maisium in dewe feafon. 
As he fpake thefe woordes, he lyfted vppe his handes and eyes towarde the foonne whome they honoure for god. 
Then he fpake fiirther to Vafchus, fayinge: In that yowe haue deflroyed and flaine owre vyolent and proude 
enemies, yowe haue browght peace and quyetneffe to vs and owre famelyes, and bounde vs for euer to loue and 
obeye yowe. Yowe haue foo ouercoome and tamed wylde monflers, that wee thynke yowe to bee fente from 
heauen for the punyfliement of euyll men and defence of innocentes, that vnder the protection of yowre myghtye 
fwoorde, wee maye hereafter leade owre lyues \i ithowte feare, and with more quietneffe gyue thankes to the 
giuer of all good thinges for his mercie fhewed vnto vs in this behalfe/ When th[e]interpretoure had toulde 
Vafchus that kyng Bomniama had fayde thefe woordes, and fuche lyke, Vafchus rendered hym lyke thankes for 
his humanitye declared towarde owre men, and rewarded hym as he had doone other in whome be founde lyke 
gentilneffe. Vafchus wryteth that he lerned manye thynges of this kynge as concemynge the greate rycheife of 
thefe regions : But that he woolde at this prefent fpeake nothynge therof : And reherfethe the fame as thynges 
lyke to haue good fucceffe. What this implicate Hiperbok, or aduauncement meaneth, I doo not well 
vnderftande. But he playnely feemeth hereby to promyffe many greate thynges. And furely it is to be thought 
that accordynge to his hope, great riches maye bee looked for. For they came in nianer into none of 
th[e]inhabytauntes houfes, but that they found in them, eyther brefteplates or curettes of golde, or elles golden . 
ouches, iewels, or garlandes to weare aboute there heades, neckes, or armes. I coniecture therfore thus by a 
fymilitude of owre houfes : If amonge vs any man of great poure were moued with the defyre to haue great plentye 
of Iron, and woolde enter into Italye with a mayne force as dyd the Gothes in tyme pafte, what abundaunce of 
Iron ihoulde he haue in their houfes : where as he ihulde fynde in one place a friyngpan, in an other a chauldron, 
here a trjtiet, and there a fpytte, and thefe in maner in euery pore mannes houfe, with fuche other innumerable ; 
Whereby any man maye coniecture that Iren is plentifully engendred in fuche regions where they haue foo 
greate vfe therof. Owre men alfo perceaued that th[e]inhabytantes of thefe regions do no more elleeme golde 
then we do Iren: nor yet foo muche after they fawe to what vfe Iren ferued vs. Thus muche haue I thoughte 
good to write too yowre holyneffe of fuche thynges as I haue gathered owte of the letters of Vafchus Numu~, 
and learned by woorde of mouthe of fuch as were his companyons in thefe affayres. As wee receyue them, fo 
wee gyue them vnto yowe. Tyme which reueleth all fecretes, fhall hereafter mynyfler larger aigument of 
wrytynge. Theye coulde at this tyme doo no greate thynge in fearchynge the golde mynes, forafmuche as of a 
hundreth fourefcore and tenne men whiche Vafchus broughte with hym from Dartena, there remayned onely 
threefcore and ten, or at the moft fourefcore, whofe ayde he nowe vfed in thefe daungerous aduentures, leauynge 
euer the crafed men beh)md hym in the kynges houfes all the waye that he went. But they moofte efpecially fell 
into fundrye difeafes, whiche came lately from Hifpaniola. For they were not able to abyde fuche calamities 
as to lyue onely contented with the breade of thofe regions, and wylde herbes without lalte, drinkinge none 
other then ryuer water, and that oftentimes eyther lackinge or vnwholfome, where as Before their llomakes had 
byn vfed to good meates. But the owlde fouldiours of Dariena, were hardened to abyde al! forowes, and 
exceadynge tollerable of labour, heate, hunger, and watchynge : In fo muche that merilye they make their boofte 
that they haue obferued a longer and fharper lent then euer yowre holinefie inioyned. For they faye that for the 
fpace of foure hole yeares, they eate none other then herbes and frutes, excepte nowe and then perhappes fyfhe, 
and verye feldoome fieihe : yea, and that fumtime for lacke of al thefe, they haue not abhorred from mangye 
dogges and fylthy toades as wee haue fayde before. The owlde fouldiers of Dariena, I caule thofe whiche 
fyrfte folowed the capytaynes Nicucfa and Fogeda to inhabyte the lande, of the whiche nowe fewe were lyuynge. 
But lette vs nowe omytte thefe thynges, and retoume to Vafchus the victourer of the montaynes. 
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I Hen Yafchus had remained thirtye dayes in the pala)'ce of kynge Pacra, coiicilynge vnto hyiu 
tlie myndes of th[e]inhabitantes and prouidinge thynges neceflarye for his coompanions, he 
departed frome thenfe by the conducte of certayne of kynge Teaocha his men, and came too 
- tlie banke of the ryucr Comogrus, wherof the region and king therof, are named by the fame 
name. He founde the fydes of thefe montaynes fo rude and baren, that there was nothinge 
apte to bee eaten, but wilde rootes and certayne vnpleafante frutes of trees. Two kynges 
beinge neare of bludde, inhabyled this infortunate region, whiche Vafchus onerpaffed with al 
fjicede for feare of hunger. One of thefe poore kinges was named Cotochus, and the other Cuirisa. lie tooke them 
bothe with hym to guyde hym in the waye, and difmyffed Teaocha his men with vytayles and rewardes. Thus 
for the fpace of three dayes, he wandered throughe many deferte wooddes, craggye mountaynes, and muddy 
maryflhes full of fuclie quamyres that men are oftentymes fwalowed vp in them if they looke not the more warelj'e 
to tlieir fiete, Alfo through places not frequented with reforte of men, and fuche as nature had not yet opened 
to their vfe, forafmuche as th[e]inhabitantes haue feldoome entercourfe betwene them, but onely by fundrye 
incurtions, the one to fpoyle and deflroye tlie other : Beynge othenvife contented to lyue onely after the lawe of 
nature, withowte worldly toyle for fuperfluous pleafures. Thus enteringe at the lengthe into the territorye of 
K|nge Euchehuea another kynge whofe name was Buchebuea, they founde all thynges voyde and in filence : For the kynge and his 
u my e mi futiiectes, Were all fledde to the wooddes. When VafcJms fente meffengers to fetche hym, he dyd not onely at 
the fyrfle fubmytte hym felfe, but alfo promyffe his ayde with all that he myghte make : Proteilynge furthermore, 
that he fledde not for feare that owre men woolde doo hym any iniurie, but that he hyd hym felfe for verye fliame 
and griefe of mynde, for that he was not able to receyue them honorablye accordynge vnto their dignitye, bycaufe 
his Ilore of vitayles was confumed. Yet in a token of obedience and frendefliyppe, he fent owre men many 
veflelles of golde, defyring them to accepte them as the gifte of a frlnd whofe good will wanted not in greater 
thynges if his abilytye were greater. By whiche woordes the poore man feemed to infmuate that he had byn 
robbed and otherwife cruelly handled of his bortherers By reafon wherof, owtc men were enforced to departe 
from thenfe mure hungerly then thejecame As theye wente forwarde therfore, they efpyed certeine naked 
men coommmgc downe from a h)lle towarde them Vafchus coommaunded his armye to ftaye, and fente his 
mterpretouis to them to knowe what they wold haue Then one of them to whom the other feemed to gyue 
reucrcnce fpake in this LftecL Owre lorde and kmge Chwrifus, greeteth yowe well: Wyllynge vs to declare 
thit he hath harde ot }owre puiflaunLC and \crtuc, wherby yowe haue fubdued euell men and reuenged 
the wTonges doone to innocentes For the whiche jowre noble factes and iuflyce, as he doothe honour 
jowTe fame foo woolde ht thmke him felfe mofle happye if he myght receiue yoM'e into his palaice. 
But forafmuche as his fortune hath bjn fj lulU (as he imputeth it) that beynge owte of yowre waye, yowe 
haue ouerpaffed h3in he hath fent jowe this golde in token of his good wyll and fryndthyppe towarde 
yonc And with thefe woordes he deliuered to Vafchus thirty diflhes of pure golde. Addynge here- 
unto, that when fo euer it fhulde pleafe him to take the pa>nes to coomme to their kynge, he fhulde receyue 
greater gyftes. He declared further, that a kynge whyche was their bortherer and mortall enemye, was very 
ryche in golde ; And that in fubduynge of hym they fhulde bothe obteine greate rychefle, and alfo delyuer them 
from daylye vexations: whiche thinge myght eafilye be doone by their helpe bycaufe they knewe the countrey. 
Vafchus put them in good coomforte, and gaue them for rewarde certayne Iren axes whiche they more 
elleemed then greate heapes of golde. For they haue lyttell neede of golde, hauynge not th[e]ufe of peiliferous 
money. But he that maye get but one axe or hatchet, thynketh hym felfe rycher then euer was Craffus. For 
euen thefe naked men doo perceyue that an axe is neceflarye for a thoufande vfes: And confeffe that golde is 
defyred onely for certajme vaine and effeminate pleafures, as a thyng whiche the lyfe of man maye lacke with- 
owte any inconuenience. For owre glutteny and fuperfluous fumptuoufnefle liath not yet corrupted them: By 
reafon wherof they take it for noo fhame to lacke cobardes of plate, where as the pride and wantonnes of owre 
tyme dooeth in nianer impute it to vs for ignominye to bee withowte that, wherof by nature we haue no neede. 
But their contentation with the benefytes of nature doothe playnly declare that men may leade a free and happy 
life withowt tables, table clothes, carpettes, napkyns, and towels, with fuche other innumerable wherof thej' 
haue no vfe, excepte perhappes the kynges furniflie their tables witli a fewc golden veflels. But the common 
l)eop!e dryue awaye hunger with a pyece of their breade in the one hande, and a piece of broylde fj'llic 01 
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fumme kynde of fruite in the other hande. For they eate fleflie but feldome. When their fingers are imbnied 
with any ounctuous meates, they wype them eyther on the foules of their feete, or on their thyghes, ye and 
fumtymes on the ikjunes of their priuye members in the lleede of a nappekynne. And for this caufe doo they 
often tymes walhe them felues in the ryuers. Oivre men therfore wente forwarde laden with golde, but fore 
afflicted with hunger. Thus they came at the length to the dominion of kynge Pocchorrqfa who fledde at their 
coommynge. Here for the fpace of thirtye dayes they fylled their emptye bellies with breade of the rootes of 
Maizium. In the meane tyme Vafchus fente for Pocchorrqfa: who beynge allured with proreiiffes and fayre 
woordes, came and fubinytted hym felfe brynginge with hym for a prefent. xv. poundes weighte of wrought 
golde, and a fewe flaues. Vafchus rewarded hym as he had doone other before. When he was mynded to 
depart, he was aduertifed that he firalde paffe through the dominion of a certayne kynge whofe name was 
Tiimanama. This is hee whorae the foonne of kynge Cornogrus declared to bee of foo great poure and fearefuli 
to all his bortherers, and with whom many of Comogrus familyers had byn captyue. But owre men nowe per- 
ceiued that they meafured his poure by their owne. For their kinges are but gnattes compared to elephantes, 
in refpecte to the poure and poUicye of owre men. Owre men were alfo enformed by fuche as dwelte neare 
aboute Tumanama, that his region was not beyonde the montaynes as they fuppofed : Nor yet fo ryche in golde 
as younge Comogrus had declared. Vet confulted they of his fubduyng: whiche they thoughte they myght 
th[e]eaflyer brynge to paffe bycaufe Pocchorrofa was his mortall enemye, who mode gladly promyfed them his 
aduice and ayde herein. Vafchus therfore, leauynge his fycke men in the vylJage of Pocchorrofa, tooke with 
hym threfcore of his mofle valiante fouldiers, and declared vnto them howe kynge Tumanama had oftentymes 
fpoken proude and threatnyng woordes ageynfte them; Lykewife that it nowe flood e them in hande of 
necefiitye to paffe through his dominion ; And that he thought is beffe to fette vppon hym vnwares. The fouldiers 
confented to his aduice, and exhorted him to gyue th[e]aduentare, promifmge that they woolde folowe hym 
whether fo euer he wente. They determined therfore to go two dayes iomey in one daye, that Tumanama not 
knowynge of their fooden coramyng, myght haue no leafure to affemble an armye. The thynge came to paffe 
euen as they had deuyfed. , For in the fyrfle watche of the nyght, owre men with the Pocchorrofians, inuaded 
the vyllage and palaice of lumanama, where they tooke hym prifoner fufpectynge nothinge leffe. He had with 
hym two younge men whiche he abufed vnnaturally: Alfo fourfcore women which he had taken vyolently from 
dyuers kynges. Lykewife a greate number of his gentelmen and fubiectes were taken ftragelynge in other 
vyllages neare aboute his palaice. For their houfes are not adherent togither as owres bee, bycaufe they are 
oftentimes troubeled with vehement whirlewyndes by reafon of the fudden chaunges and motions of the ayre] 
■ caufed by the influence of tiie planetes in the equaHtie of the daye and nyght beynge there in maner bothe of 
one lengthe throughowte all the yeare, forafmuche as they are neare vnto the Equinoctiall lyne as we haue fayde 
before. Their htiufes are made of trees, couered and after their maner thetched with the flalkes of certayne 
towghe herbes. To the palayce of Tumanama, was onely one houfe adherent, and that euen as bygge as the 
palayce it feffe. Eyther of thefe houfes were in length a hundreth and twentie pafes, and in bredth fyftie pafes 
as owre men meafured them. In thefe two houfes the kynge was accuflomed to mufler his men as often as he 
prepared an armye. When Tumanama therfore, was thus taken captyne with all his Sardanapanicall femelye,- 
the Pocchorrofians bmgged and threatened hym beynge nowe bounde, that he (hulde fliortly bee hanged. The 
other kynges alfo his bortherers, reioyfed at his myffortune. Wherby owre men perceaued that Tumanama was 
no leffe troublefome to his neighbours, then was Pacra to the kinges of the fouthe fyde of the montaynes, 
Vafchus alfo the better to pleafe them, threatned hym greuouily: But in deede entended no euell toward him. 
He fpake therfore ffiarpely vnto hym with thefe woordes; Thou (halte nowe fuffer punylhment thou cruell 
tyranne, for thy pryde and abhomina lions. Thou (halte knowe of what poure the chriflians are whom thou hafle 
foo contemned and threate[ne]d to drawe by the heare of then- heades to the nexte ryuer and there to drowns them 
as thou hafte often tymes made thy vaunte emonge thy naked flaues. But thou thy felfe (halte fyrlle feele that 
whiche thou liaffe prepared forodier: And herewith commaunded hym to bee taken vppe. Neuertheleffe 
gyuynge a priuye tooken of pardon to them whiche layde handes on him. Thus vnhappye Tumanama, fearynge 
and beleuynge that Vafchus had mente in emefte as he commaunded, fell proftrate at his feete and with teares 
defyred pardon; Proteftynge that he neuer fpake any fuche woordes. But that perhappes his noble men in 
their droonkenneffe had fo abufed their toonges whiche he coulde not rule. For their wynes although they bee 
not made of grapes yet are they of force to make men droonken. He declared furthermore that the other 
kjTiges his bortherers had of malice furmyfed fuche lyes of hym enuyinge his fortune bycaufe he was of greater 
poure then they. Mofte humbly defyringe Vafchus that as he tooke hym to bee a iude vyctourer, foo to gyue 
no credytte vnto their vniufte and malycious complaintes. Addynge herevnto that if it woolde pleafe hym to 
pardon hym not hauinge offended, he woolde bringe him great plentie of gold. Thus layinge his ryght hande 
on his breaft, he fwore by tJie fonne, that he euer loued and feared the chryflians fence he fyrfl,e h.arde of their 
fame and vjctorj'cs; Efpecialiy when lie harde faye that they had Machanas, that is, fwoordes (harper then 
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thearfe, and fuch as cutte in pieces ai thynges that coomme in their waye. Then directynge his eyes toivarde 
Vafchus who had his fwoorde in his hand, he fpake thus Who (e>:cepte he were owte of his wytte) dare lyfte 
vppe his hande ageynlle this fwoorde of yowres wherwith yone we able with one ftrooke to cleauc j man from 
the heade to the nauelL Lette no man therfore perfwade )0«e (o molle myghtye victourer) that euer fuLhu 
woordes preceded owte of my mouthe. As Tumajuxina with trembel'Qg fpike thefe woordes, therwith lftalo\\ 
ynge downe the knot of deathe, Vafchus feemed by his teares to bee nioiicd to compaflion And fiieik\ng to 
hym with chearefull countenance commaunded hym to bee loofed This doone, he fcnte immediatly to his 
^Ti' palaicc for. xxx. poundes weyght of pure gokl artiftciilly wrought mto fundr> ouches whiche his wjues 

oughiegoide. and concubynes vfed to weare. Alfo the thyrde da)e tolonynge, his noble men and gentjlmtn fent 
«ereh"ofEoi'it threfcore poundes weight of golde for their fyne and raunfumme Ttimanama bejTig demaunded wher 
102 I they had that gold, anfwered that it was not gathered m his dominions But that it nas brought his 
I auncellours from the ryuer Ci!/«ii^^»r toward the fouthe But the Fvuho) i pfiatis and other his enemies, lajd 
j that he !yed: Affirmynge that his kingdome was ryche in goldc Tiimanama on the contrary p-irt, mftintly 
I protefled that he neucr knme any golde myne in all his dominions \et denyed not but that there hath 
j furotiroes byn found certaine Imaule grames of golde, to the githerjnge wherof, he neutr had any regatde 
rheyabhorre bycaufe they coulde not gette it without great and longe labour Whjle thefe thjnges were doomge, the fjckt, 

men whiche Vafchus had lefte in the village of Foalunoja, came to hjm the vui da> of the Lalendes ot 
lanuary in the yeare of Chrille. M. U. XIII. bringjng with them certayne labourers from the k\ngi.s of the 
fouthe with fundrye infirumentes to dygge the grounde ind gither golde Thus pallynge ouer the day of tht 
natiuitye of Chrift without bodely labour, vppon fainte bteuens daye he brought certcjnc m>ncrs to the fyde of 
a hyll not farre dyllante from the palaice of Titmanama, where (as he faitli) he perceaued by the coloure of the 
earth that it was lykely to bryiige furthe golde. When they had dygged a pytte not pafl a hand breadth and a 
halfe, and fyfted the earthe therof, they founde certayne fmaulc graynes of golde no bygger then lintell feedes, 
amountynge to the weyght of tweiue graynes as they prouyd with their balances of aflaye before a notarie and 
wytneffe that the better credylte myghte bee gyuen therto. Wherby they argued that the rychenelTe of that lande 
was agreable to the report of the borthererSj although Vafchus coulde by noo mcanes caufe Tumanama to 
confeffe the fame. They fuppofe that he nothynge efleemed fo fmaule a portion. But other faye that he 
denyed his countrey to bee frutefull of golde, leafle by reafon therof the defyre of golde, myght intyfe owre men 
to inhabyte his kyngdome, as in deede the feely kynge was a prophet in foo thinkynge. For they chofe that 
and the region of Pocchorrofa to inhabyte, and determyned to buylde townes in them bothe, if it fliuldc fo pleafe 
the kynge of Cailyle : Afwell that they myght bee baytmge places and vytailynge houfes for fuche as (liulde 
iomey towarde the fouthe, as alfo that both the regions were frutfuU and of good grounde to beare frutes and 
trees. Intendynge nowe therfore to departe from thenfe, he tried the earth by chaunce in an other place, where 
the colour of the grounde with certayne (hyninge (tones, feemed to bee a tooken of golde. Where canfynge a 
'' fmaule pitte to bee dygged lyttell beneath th[e]upper cruile of the earthe, he founde fo muche golde as weyghed 
" that pyece of golde whiche the Spaniardes caule Cajlellaitum aureum, and is commonly cauled Fe/us, but not in 
one grayne. Reioyfynge at thefe tookens in hope of great riches, he badde Tumanama to be of good coomforte, 
promyfynge hym that he woolde bee his frende and defender, foo that he troubeled not any of the kynges whiche 
were frendes to the Chridians. He alfo perfwaded hym to gather plentye of golde, Summe faye that he ledde 
awaye all Tumanama his women, and fpoyled hira leafle he fhuld rebell. Yet he delyuered his foonne to 
Vafchus to bee broughte vppe with owre men, to leame their language and relygyon, that he myght therafter the 
better vfe his helpe afwell in all thynges that he fhulde haue to doo with owre men, as alfo more polytykely rule, 
and obtayne the lone of his owne fubiectes. Vafchus at this tyme fell into a vehement feuer by reafon of excefle 
of labour, immoderate watchyng, and hunger: In forauche tliat departynge from thenfe, he was fayne too bue 
borne uppon mennes backes in fhietes of goflampyne cotton. Lykewyfe alfo many of his fouldiers whiche were 
foo weate that they coulde nother go nor (londe. To this purpofe they vfed the helpe of th[e]inhabytantes, who 
(hewed them felues in al thynges wyllynge and obedyente. Alfo fumme of them whiche were fumwhat feeble 
and not able to trauayle, although not greuoufly fycke, were ledde by the armes vntyll they came to the 
domynion of kynge Commogrus a greate frende to the Chriftyans, of whom wee haue lai^ely made mention 
before. At Vafchus commynge thether, he founde that the owlde kynge was deade, and his foonne 
(whome we fo prayfed for his wifedome) to raygne in his fleade: And that he was baptifcd by the 
name of Charles, The palayce of this Comogrus, is fituate at the foote of a (liepe hyll well cultured. 
Hauynge towarde the fouthe a playne of tweiue leages in breadth and veary frutefull. This playne, tliey 
caule Zauana. Beyonde this, are the great and hyghe montaynes whiche deuyde the two feas wherof we 
haue fpoken before. Oute of the flyepe hylles, fpryngeth the ryuer Comogrus, whiche runneth throwghe 
the fayde playne to the hyghe montaynes, receauynge into his chanell by their valleys, all the other 
ryuers, and fo fauleth into the fouth fea. It is didante from Dariena, aboute threfcore and tennc leages 
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towarde the welle. As owre men therfore came to thefe parties, kynge Comogrus (otherwyfe cauled Charles by 
his chriflian name) mette them ioyfuUy and entertayned them honorably, gyuynge them their fyll of plealaunte 
meates and drynkes. He gaue alfo to Vafchus, twenty pounde weyght of wrought golde. Vafchus recom- 
penfed him with thinges which he eHeemed muche more : As axes and fundxy kyndes of carpenters tooles. 
Alfo a fouldiours cloke, and a faire flierte wrought with needle woorke By thefe gyftes, Comogms thought liym 
felfe to bee halfe a god amonge his bortherers.^ Vafchus at his departynge from henfe, emeftly charged 
Comogrus and the other kynges to remayne faithful! and obedient to the chriftian king of Caflile, if they defyred 
to lyue in peace and quietneffe : And that they fhulde hereafter more diligently applye them felues to the 
gatheringe of golde to bee fente to the great chriflian Ttba (that is) kyng. Declar5mg further, that by this 
meanes they flmld bothe gette them and their poflerity a patrone and defender ageinfl their enemyes, and alfo 
obtayne great abundaunce of owre thinges. Thefe affayres thus happely achiued, he wente forwarde on his 
vyage to the palaice of kyng Poncha, where he founde foure younge men whiche were come from Dariena to 
certify hym that there were certayne fhyppes coomme from Hifpanhla laden wyth vyttayles and other 
neceffaries. Wherfore takyng with him twentie of his moile lufty fouldiers, he made hade to Dariena with 
longe iomeys : leauinge the refydue behynd him to folow at their leafure. He writeth that he came to Dariena 
the. xiiii. Cal. of Fe. An. 1514. The date of his letter is: From Dariena, the. iiii. day of march. He writeth 
in the iame letter, that he had many fore conflictes, and that he was yet neyther wounded, or lode any of his 
men in the battaile. And therfore in al his laige letter, there is not one leafe without thankes geuynge to 
almyghty god for his delyuery and preferuation from fo many imminent perels. He attempted no enterprife or 
tooke in hande any viage withowt th[e]inuo cation of god and his holy feintes. Thus was Vafchus Balboa of a 
vyolente Goliath, toumed into Helifeus: And from Anteus too Hercules the conquerour of monllers. Beynge 
therefore thus toumed from a mflhe royfter to a polytyke and difcreate capitayne, he was iudged woorthy to 
bee aduaunced to greate honoure. By reafon whereof, he was bothe receaued into the kynges fauour, and there- 
vppon created the generall or Lieuetenaunt of the kynges army in thofe Regions. Thus much haue I gathered v 
bothe by the letters of cetteyne my faythefuU frendes beinge in Dariena, and alfo by woorde of mouth of fuche - 
as came lately frome thenfe. If yowre holynes defyre to knowe what I thynke herein, Suerly as by fuche 
thynges as I haue feene, I beleue thefe thynges to bee trewe, euen fo th[e]order and agreinge of Vafchus and 
his coonipanions warrelyke letters, feeme to confirme the tame. The Spanyarde therfore ihall not neede 
hereafter with vndermynynge the earth with intollerable laboure to breake the bones of owre mother, and enter 
many myles into her bowels, and with innumerable daungers cut in funder hole mountaynes to make a waye to 
the courte of infemall Pluto, to brynge from thenfe wycked golde die feede of innumerable mifcheues, withowte 
the whiche notwithflandynge we may nowe fcarfely leade a happy lyfe lithe iniquitie hath fo preuayled and 
made vs flaues to that wherof we are lords by nature 1 The Spanyarde {I (ay) Ihall not neede with fuch, 
trauayles and difRcultie to dygge farre into the earth for gold, but fiial fynde it plentifully in nianer in the vpper 
cmfl of the earth, or in the fandes of ryuers dryed vppe by the heate of fommer, onely waffhynge the earth 
foftely frome the fame: And Ihall with lyke facilite gather plentie of pearles. Certenly the reuerent antiquitie^ 
{by al the Cofmographers affent) obteyned not foo greate a benefyte of nature, nor yet afpired to the knowleage 
hereof, bycaufe there came neuer man before owte of owre knowen worlde to thefe vnknowen nations: At the 
leaile, withapoureofmen, by forceofarmes, in maner ofconqued: wheras otlierwyfe nothyng can be gotten here, 
forafinuch as thefe nations are for the moil part feuere defenders of theyr patrimonies, and cmell to ftraungers, in 
no condition admittinge them otherwyfe then by conqueft : elTpecially the fierce Canibales or Caribes. For thefe 
wylye hunters of men, gyue them felues to none other kynde of exercyfe but onely to raanhuntynge and tyllage after 
their maner. At the comraynge therfore of owre men into theyr regions, they loke as fuerly to haue them feule into 
their fnares as if they were hartes or wylde bores:' and with no lelTe confydence Ucke their lippes fecreately in- 
hope of their praye. If they gette the vpper hande, they eate them greedely : If they myflrufte them felues to bee - 
the weaker parte, they tnifte to theyr feete, and flye fwyfter then lie wynde. Ageyne, yf the matter bee tryed 
on the water, afwell the women as men can dyne and fwymme, as though they had byn euer brought vp and 
fedde in the water. It is noo maruayle therefore yf the targe tracte of thefe regions haue byn hytherto 
vnknowen. But nowe fithe it hath pleafed God to difcouer the fame in owre tyme, it (hall becoome vs to fliewe 
owre naturall loue to mankynde and dewtie to God, to endeuoure owre felues to brynge them to ciuilitie and - 
trewe religion, to th[e]increafe of Chrilles flocke, to the confufion of Infidels and the Deuyll theyr father who' 
delytethe in owre deflniction as he bathe doone frome the begynnynge. By the good fucceffe of thefe fyrfr frutes, 
owre hope is, that the Chriftian religion (hall (Ireache foorth her armes very farre. Which thyng (hulde the - 
fooner coome to pafle yf all menne to theyr poure (efpecially Chriflian Princes to whom it chiefely perteyneth) 
wolde put theyr handes to the plowe of the lordes vineyarde. The haruefr fuerly is greate, but the woorkemen 
are but fewe. As we haue layde at the begynnynge, yowre holynes (hall hereafter noorylhe many myriades of 
broodes of chekins vnder yowre wynges. But let vs nowe returne to fpeake of Beragtia beinge the wefte fyde ■ 
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of Vraha, and fyra founde by Colonus the Admirall, then vnfortunately gouerned by Diego Nicnefa, and nowe 
lefte in maner defolatei with the other large regions of thofe proulnces brought from theyr wylde and beafll}- 
ludenes to ciuilitie and trewe religion. 



C The fovrth booke of the thyrde Decade. 
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Was determyned (molle holy father) to haue proceded no further herein, but that one fierye 
fparke yet remajTiynge in my mynde, woolde not fuffer me to ceafe. Wheras I haue therfore 
declared howe Beragua was fyrile fownde by Colonus, my thincke I (hulde commytte a 
heynous cryme if 1 fliuld defraude the man of the due commendations of his trauayles, of his 
cares and troubles, and fynaUy of the daungeours and perels, whiche he fufteyned in that 

-nauigation. Therfore in the yeare of Chrifle. 1502. in the. vi. daye of the Ides of Maye, he 
hoyfed vppe his layles and departed from the Ilandes of Gades with. iiii. fliyppes of fyftie or. 
iii. fcore tunne a piece, with a hundreth threfcore and tenne men, and came with profperous wynde to the 

- Ilandes of Canarm within flue daies folowinge, from thenfe arryuinge the. xvi. day at the Ilande of Dominica 
~ beinge the chiefe habitation of the Canibales, he fayled from Dominica to Hifpaniola in fyue other daies. Thus 

within the fpace of the. xxvi. daies, with profperous wynde and by the fftjtte faule of the Ocean from the Eafle 
to the weft, he fayled from Spaine to Hifpaniola: Which courfe is counted of the manners to bee no lelTe then 
a thoulande and twoo hundrelhe leaques. He taryed but a wh)le m Hifpaniola, whether it were wyllingly, or 
that he were fo adraonifflied of the viceroye. Directing therfore his vyage from thenfe towarde the wefte, 

- leauyng the Ilandes of Cuba and lamaica on his ryght hande towarde the northe, he (vryteth that he channfed 

- vppon an Ilande more fouthewarde then Jamaica, whiche th[e]mhabitantes caule Guanaffa, fo floryflhinge and 
frutefull that it myghte feeme an earthlye Paradyfe. Coaftynge alonge by the Ihores of this Ilande, he mette 
tivo of the Canoas or boates of thofe prouinces, whiche were drawne n ith two naked flaues ageynft the ftreame. 
In thefe boates, was caryed a ruler of the Ilande with his wyfe and chjldren, all naked. The flaues feeynge 
owre men a lande, made fignes to them with proude countenaunce in their maifters name, to ilande owte of the 
waye, and threatned them if they woolde not gyue place. Their fympelnes is fuche that they nother feared the 
multitude or poure of owre men, or the greatnes and llraungenes of owre fhippes. They thought that owre men 
woolde haue honoured then maifl,er with like leuerence as they did. Owre men had intelligence at the length 
that this ruler was a greate marchaunte whiche came to the marte from other coailes of the Ilande. For they 
exceryfe byinge and fellynge by exchaunge with their confinies. He had alfo with him good Iloore of fuche ware 
as they ftande in neede of or take pleafure in : as laton belles, rafers, knyues, and hatchettes made of a certeyne 
Iharpe yelowe bryght ftone, with handles of a lltonge kynd of woodde. Alfo manj other neceffary inftrumentes 
with kychcn ftiiffe and veflelles for all neceiHary vfes. Lykewife fheetes of goflampme cotton wrought of fundrye 
colours. Oivre men tooke hym pryfoner with all his famely. But Colonus commaunded hym to bee lofed fliortely 
after, and the greatefl parte of his goodes to bee rellored to wynne his fryndeftnppe Beinge here inflructed of 
a lande lyinge further towarde the fouthe, he tooke his vyage thether. Therfore lytic more then tenne myles 

' didant from henfe, he founde a large lande whiche th[e]inhabitantes canled Quiriqueiana: But he named it 
Ciamba. When he wente a lande and commaunded his chaplaine to iaye maife on the fea bankes, a great 
confluence of the naked inhabitantes flocked thither fymplye and without feare, bringynge with them plenty of 
meate and frefiic water, manieylynge at owre men as they had byn fumme (Iraunge miracle. When they had 
prefented their giftes, they went fumwhat backewarde and made lowe curtefy after their maner bowinge their 
heades and bodyes reuerently. He recompenfed their gentylnes rewardinge them with other of owre thyngcs, 

- as counters, braflettes and garlandes of glaflTe and counterfecte (loones, lookyng glaffes, nedelles, and pynnes, 
with fuche other traftie, whiche feemed vnto them precious marchaundies. In this great tracte there are two 
regions wherof the one is cauled Taia and the other Maia. He writeth that all that lande is very fayre and 

"holfome by reafon of the excellent temperatnefli of the ayer: And that it is inferionr to no lande in frutefull 
ground beinge partely full of montaines, and partely large playnes : Alfo replenyfhed with many goodly trees, 

" holfome hcrbes, and frutes, continuynge greene and floryfhynge all the hole yeare. It beareth alfo verye man}' 
holy trees and pyne aple trees. Alfo. vii. kyndes of date trees wherof fumme are frutefull and fumme barcn. 

- It bringeth furth lykewyfe of it felfe Pelgoras and wilde vynes laden with grapes euen in the wooddes emonge 
"Other trees. He faythe furthermore that there is fuche abimdaunce of other plealaunte and profitable fnites, 

that they paffe not of vynes. Of one of thofe kyndes of date trees, they make certeyne longe and brode 
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fwoordes aiid dartes, Thefe regyons beare alfo goflampyne trees here and there commonly in the wooddes^ 
Lykewife Mirobalanes of fundry kyndes, as thofe which the phifitians caule Emblkos and Chehulos, Matzium alfo.. 
Iticca, Ages, and Baltatas, lyke vnto thofe whiche we haue fayde before to bee founde in other regions in thefe 
coafles. The iame nooryflheth alfo lyons, Tygers, Hartes, Roes, Goates, and dyuers other beaftes. Lykewyfe - 
fundry kyndes of byrdes and foules: Emonge the whiche they keepe onely them to franke and feede, whiche 
are in colour, bygnes, and tafte, muche lyke vnto owre pehennes. He faith that th[e]inhabitantes are of high 
and goodly ftature, well lymmed and proportioned both men and women; Couerynge their priuye partes with 
fyne breeches of gofi^pine cotton ivrought with dyuers colours. And that they may feeme the more cumlye. 
and bewtifuU (as they take it) they paynte their bodyes redde and blacke with the iuce of certeyne apples whiche 
they plante in their gardens for the fame purpofe. Summe of them paynte their hole bodies; fumme but parte; 
and other fumme drawe the portitures, of herbes, floures, and knottes, euery one as feemeth belle to his oi\'ne 
phantafye. Their language differeth vtterlye from theirs of the Ilandes nere aboute them. From thefe regions, 
the waters of the fea ranne with as full courfe towarde the wefle, as if it had byn the faule of a fwyfte riuer. 
Neuertheleffe he determined to feaiche the Eafle partes of this lande, reuoluynge in his mynde that the regions 
of Paria and Os Draeonh with other coalles fonnde before toward the Eafle, fhulde bee neare theraboute as in 
deede they were. Departyng therfore from the large region of Qttiriguetana the. xiii. daye of the calendes of 
September, when he had lailed thirtie leaques, he founde a ryuer, without the mouth wherof he drewe frefhe 
water in the fea. ^\Tiere alfo the (hoore was fo cleane withowte rockes, that he founde grounde euery 
where, where he myght aptely cade anker. He writeth that the fwifte courfe of the Ocean was fo 
vehement and contraiye, that in the fpace of fortye dayes he coulde fcarcelye fayle threfcore and tenne 
leaques, and that with muche diffycultie with many fetches and coompafynges, fyndyng him felfe to bee 
fumtitnes repulfed and dryuen fatre backe by the vyolente courfe of the fea when he woolde haue taken lande 
towarde the euenynge, leafle perhappes wanderynge in vnknowen coafles in the darckeneffe of the nyght, he 
m)^hte bee in daunger of fhypwracke: He writeth that in the fpace of eyght leaques, he found three great and 
fayre ryuers vppon the banckes wherof, there grewe reedes bygger theo a mannes thygh. In thefe ryuers was alfo 
greate plentye of fyfhe and great tortoyfes : Lykewife in many places, multitudes of Crocodiles lyinge in the lande, — 
and yanyng to taie the heate of the foonne : Befyde dyuers other kyndes of beaftes whervnto he gaue no names. 
He feyth alfo that the foyle of that lande is very diuers and variable : beyng fumwhere flonye and full of rough 
and craggie promontories or poyntes reachynge into the fea. And in other places as frutfull as maye bee. 
They haue alfo diuers kynges and rulers. In fumme places they caule a kynge Cacicus: in other places they 
caule hym Quebi, and fumwhere Tiba. Suche as haue behaued them felues valiancy in the warres agej-nfle 
their enemies, and haue their faces full of fcarres, they caule Ctipras, and honour them as the antiquitie dyd the 
goddes whiche they cauled Heroes, fuppofed to bee the foules of fuche men as in their lyfe tyme excelled in vertue 
and noble actes. The common people, they caule Chiui: and a man, they caule Homem. When they faye in 
their language, take man, they lay Hoppa home. After this, he came to an other ryuer apte to beare great 
fhypppes: Before the mouthe wherof, leye foure fmaule Ilandes full of floriffhing and frutfull trees. Thefe 
Ilandes he named Qualuor tempora. From henfe (aylynge towarde the Eafle for the fpace of xiii. leaques flyll 
ageinfle the vyolent courfe of the water, he founde twelue other fmaule Ilandes. In the whiche bycaufe he 
founde a newe kynde of frutes muche hke vnto owre lemondes, he cauled them Limonares. Wanderynge yet 
further the fame waye for the fpace of xii. leaques, he founde a great hauen enteryng into the land after the 
maner of a goulfe the fpace of three leaques, and in raaner as brode, into the whiche fell a great ryuer. Here 
vi&%Nicuefa lofte aftenvarde when he iov-^i^ Beragua: Byreafon wheiof they cauled it Jiio de los perdidos: that 
is, the ryuer of the lode men. Thus Colonus the Admirall yet farther contynuynge his courfe agejuflc the furye 
of the fea, founde manye hyghe montaynes and horrible valleys, with dyuers ryuers and hauens, from all the^^ 
whiche (as he faythe) proceaded fweete fauers greatly recreatynge and comfortynge nature. In fo muche that< 
in all this longe tracte there was not one of his men defeafed vntyll he came to a region whiche th[e]inhabitantes 
caule Qtitatri, in the whiche is the hauen cauled Cariai, named Mirobalanus by the admyrall bycaufe the 
Mirobalane trees are natiue in the region therabout In this hauen of Cariai, there came about two hundreth 
of th[e]inhabitantes to the fea fyde with euerye of them three or foure dartes in their handes : Vet of condition^ 
gentell enoughe, and not refufyng flraungers. Their comrayng was for none other purpofe then to knowe what 
this newe nation mente, or what they broughte with them. When owre men had gyuen them fygnes of peace, 
they came fwymmynge to the ihyppes and defyred to barter with them by exchaunge. The admyrall to allure 
them to frendfiiippe, gaue them many of owre thinges: But they refufed them, fufpectynge fumme difceate 
thereby bycaufe he woolde not receyue theirs They wroughte all by fygnes : for one vnderfloode not a woorde 
of the others language. Suche gyftes as were fente them, they lefte on the ihore and woolde take no part 
therof They are of fuche ciuilitye and humanytie, that they efleeme it more honorable to gyue then to take. 
They fente owre men two younge women beinge vyrgines, of commendable iauour and goodly flature, 
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fygnifjmge \nto them that thej ii yghte take them i«-iie with then if it were their plcafurt, 11 eft, n men 
after the mater of their countre) were couered from the r ancles f mnlat aboi c then priu}e parti-s Mtl a 
terteyne dothe made of goffarapine cotton But the men art al naked Tl e women \fe to cutte the r 1 c re 
But the men lette it growe on the hjnder partes of their heades and cutte t on the fore parte Their lo e 
heare thej bmde ippe with fyllette ii d wmde it in fundn rowles as owre maydes are accuftomcd to 
do The virfjins whi^h ntrc fei te to the \dmirall le decked n fajTe afparell anl j,aue them maiy 
gjftes and fente the>m home ageyne But l3ke«ife ill thefe rewardes and ipparel tl ci left \p] on th 1 ort 
bycaufL o^re n i had reMed their gyftts \&. tooke he two men iway with him (and thofe very wylljn^l\) 
tlat by lernyng de bpaijfiie tonj,c he might ifter\irde \fe then for interj retours He conl Lred that 
the traLtts of theft c aft, s ere not greatelj troubeled with vehLmtnt ii tions or oucrfloivjnges of the fea 
forafmuche as trees grow e n the fca notfarre from e the fliore euen as dn 1 o \ppon the bankes of r^ueri 
II e wl ch thynge ■dfo other doo afhrme wl che haue latelyer feircl ed thof coift.es deJaring that the fei 
nleth and fauleth but lyttle there iboute He fayth furthermore that m the profpecte of th s 1 nde there are 
trees engen Ired euen m the fea wh ch after that they are f,ro ^en to any height bende downe the topped f 
thejT branches into the grou ide wh ch embral ng them ciufeth other branches to fpryn^e ow t of the fame i d 
tike roote n the earth bringyn^e foorth trees in thejr kynie fucccf uely is dyd the tyrfl, roote from \ I i.n[e 
they had theyr origmdl as do ilfo the fettes of vmes when oi elj bothe the eides therif are p t n to the 
gr unde Plin e m the twelfth booke of his natural hiilor e mak th mention ot fuche trees defcnbynge thtm 
to bee on the laide but i ot m tl e fea. TTil \dmirall wrjteth illu ihit d e Ijke beaftes are ci genlered in 
the coafl.es of Crriai as m other proumces of thefe regions and fuch as we haue fpoken of befcre \et thit 
there is one founde here m nature much difler nge from the other This Itaile is of the byggents of a ^reate 
mooi keje but with a ta\le muche lon^tr and b\gger It l>ueth in the ^ood les and remoueth from tree to 
tree in this miner Hangjnge by the tayle vppon tl e briunche of a tree and t,itheryng ftrenj, h by f y n^i. 
her bodye twyfe or thryfe too and fro, Ihe cafleth her felfe from branche to branche and fo from tree to tree as 
though the flewe. An archer of owres hurt one of them. Who perceauinge her felfe to be wounded, leapte 
downe from the tree, and fiercely fet on hyra which gaue her the wounde, in fo muche that he was fayne to 
defende hym felfe with his fwoorde. And thus by diaunce cuttyng of one of her aimes, he tooke her, and with 
muche a doo brought her to the ftiips where within a whyle, fhee waxed tame. Whylc fhee was thus kepte 
and bownde wdth cheymes, certeyne other of owr hunters hadde chafed a wylde bore owt of the maryfties nere 
vnto the fea fyde. For hunger and defyre of flefhe, caufed them to take double pleafure in hiintynge. In 
this meane tyme other which remayned In the fhippes, goinge a lande to recreate them felues, tooke this 
moonkey with them. Who, as foone as Ihee had efpied the bore, fet vp her bryflels and made towarde her. 
The bore lykewyfe fhooke his brift.els and whette his teethe. The moonkey furioufly inuaded the bore, wrap- 
pynge her tayle about his body, and with her arme referued of her victouxer, helde hym fo (aft. aboute the 
throte, that he was fuffocate. Thefe people of Cariai, vfe to drye the deade bodyes of theyr princes vppon 
hurdels, and fo referue them inuohied in the leaues of trees. As he went forwarde about twentie leagues from 
Cariai, he founde a goulfe of fuch largenes that it conteyned. xii. leagues in compafl^e. In the mouth of this 
goulfe were foure lyttle Ilandes fo nere togyther, that they made a fafe hauen to enter into the goulfe. This 
goulfe is the hauen which we fayde before to be cauled Cerabaro of th[e]inhabi [antes, But they haue nowe 
lerned that only the lande of the one fyde therof, lyinge on the ryght hande at the enterynge of the goulfe, is 
cauled by that name. But that on the lefte fyde, is cauled Abiirema. He faythe that all this goulfe is ful of 
fruteful Ilandes wel replenyfihed with goodly trees: And the grounde of the fea to bee verye cleane withowt 
rockes, and commodious to caft anker: Lykewyfe the fea of the goulfe to haue greate abundance of fyflhe: and 
' the lande of both the fydes to bee inferior to none in frutfulnes. At his fyrft arryuynge, he efpyed two of 
th[e]inhibit*ntes hauynge cheynes about theyr neckes, made of ouches (which they caule GiMuines,) of bafe 
goide ar he ally wrought in the formes of Eagles, and lions, with dyuers other beafl.es and foules. Of the two 
C a a s h 1 e he brought with hym from Cariai, he was enformed that the regions of Cerabaro and Aburema 
were ry h n go ie; And that the people of Cariai haue all theyr golde frome thenfe for exchaunge of 
othe of heyr thynges. They towlde hym alfo, that in the fame regions there are fyue vyllages not 
fa e f on 1 e fea fyde, whofe inhabitantes apply them felues onely to the gathering of gold The names 
of thefe vyllages are thefe : Chirara, Puren, Chitaza, lureche, Atamea. All the men of the prouince of 
Cerabaro, go naked, and are paynted with dyuers colonres. They take great pleafure in wearynge gar 
landes of floures, and crownes made of the clawes of Lions and Tygcrs. The women couer onely theyr 
priuie partes with a fyllet of goflampine cotton. Departinge from henfe and coafl.ynge flyll by the fame (hore 
for the fpace of xviii, leagues, he came to another ryner, where he efpyed aboute three hundreth naked men in 
a company. When they lawe the fhippes drawe neare the lande, they cryed owt aloude, with cniell 
countenaunces fliakynge theyr woodden fwoordes and hurljTige dartes, takynge alfo water in theyr mouthes and 
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fpoutyng the fame ageynfl our men; wherby they feemed to infinuate that they woolde receaue no condition of ^ 
peace or haiie owght to doo with them. Here he commaunded certeyne pieces of ordinaunce to be fhot of 
toward them: Yet fo to ouerihute them, that none myght be hurt therby. For he euer determyned to deale 
quietly and peaceably with thefe newe nations. At the noyfe therfore of the gunnes and fyght of the fyer, they 
fell downe to the grounde, and defyred peace. Thus enteringe into further frendfhippe, they exchaunged thcyr 
cheynes and ouches of gotde for glaffes and haukes belles and fuch other marchandies. They vfe drummes or 
tymbrels made of the ihelles of certeyne fea fylthes, wherewith they encorage theym fehes in the warres. In 
this tract are thefe feuen ryuers, Acateha, Quareba, Zobroba, Aiaguitin, Vrida, Durriba, Beragua, in all the 
whiche, golde is founde. They defende them felues ageynlle rayne and heate \vith certeyne great leaues of trees 
in the (leade of clokes. Departinge from henfe, he fearched the coafles of Ebetere and Embigar, into the which 
faule the goodly ryuers oi Zohoran and Cubigar: And here ceafeth the plentie and fratefnlnes of golde, in the 
tracte of fiftle leagues or there about. From henfe onely three leagues diilant, is the rocke whiche in the 
vnfortunate difcoiufe oi Nicuefa we fayde was cauled of owre men Pignonem. But of th[e]inhabltantes the 
Region is cauled Vibba. In this tracte alfo aboute fyxe leagues frome thenfe, is the hauen which Coknus cauled 
Porius Bellm (wherof we haue fpokenbefore) in the region whiche th[e]inhabitantes caule Xaguaguara. This 
region is very peopulous : but they go all naked. The kyng is paynted with blacke colours, but all the people 
with redde. The kynge and feuen of his noble men, had eaery of them a lyttle plate of golde hangynge at theyr 
nofethrilles downe vnto theyr lyppes. And this they take for a cumly omamente. The menne inclofe theyr 
priuie members in a ihell: And the women couer theyrs with a fyllet of goflampine cotton tyed about theyr 
loynes. In theyr gardens they nooiyfihe a frute muche lyke the nutte of a pine tree: the whiche (as we haue 
fayde in an other place) groweth on a Ihrubbe muche lyke vnto an archichoke: But the frute is muche fofter, 
and meatc for a kynge. Alfo certeyne trees whiche beare gourdes, wherof we haue fpoken before. This tree, 
they caule Hibuero. In thefe coaftes they mette fumtymes with Crocodiles lyinge on the fandes, the whiche 
when they fled, or tooke the water, they lefte a very fweete fauour behynde them fweeter then mufke or Cajloreum. 
When I was fente ambaffadour for the catholike king of Callile to the Soltane of Babibn or Alcayer in E^pte, 
th[e]inhabitantes nere vnto the ryuer of Nilus toulde me the like of their female Crocodiles. Aff'yrmyng 
fiirthermore that the fatte or fewette of them is equall in fweetnes with the pleafaunte gummes of Arabic. But 
the Admirall was nowe at the length enforced of neceflytie to departe from henfe, afwell for that he was no longer 
able to abyde the contrarye and vyolente courfe of the water, as alfo that his Ihyppes were daily more and more 
putrified and eaten throwgh with certeyne wormes whiche are engendred of the waimenes of the water in all 
thofe tractes nere vnto the Equmoctial hne 'ihe Venetians caule thefe woormes Biffas. The fame are alfo 
engendred in two hauens of the citie of Ak\andria m Egipt, and deilroye the fhyppes if they lye longe at 
anker. They are a cubet in length, and fumwhat more: not paffyng the quantitie of a fynger in bygnefle. 
The Spanyflie mariner cmleth this peftilence Brcma Colonus therfore whom before the great monfl,ers of the 
fea coulde not feare, now e fearyng this Broma, beynge alfo foore vexed with the contrary faule of the fea, directed 
his courfe with the Ocean towarde the weft, and came firfl, to the ryuer Hiebra, diflant onely two leaques from 
the ryuer of Bemgua, bycaufe that was commodious to harborowe great fhippes. This region is named after the 
riuer, and is called Beragua the leffe: Bycaufe bothe the ryuers are in the dominion of the kyng which inhabiteth 
the region of Beragua. But what chaunfed vnto hym in this vyage on the ryghte hande and on the lefte, lette 
vs nowe declare. Whyle therfore Colonus the Admirall remayned yet in the ryuer Hiebra, he fent Bertholomeus 
Colonus his brother and Lieuetenaunte of Hijpaniola, with the (hyppe boates and threfcore and. viii. 
men to the ryuer of Beragua, where the king of the region beinge naked and painted after the maner of the 
countrey, came towarde them with a great multitude of men waytynge on hym, but all vnarmed and without 
weapons, gyuinge alfo fygnes of peace. When he approched nerer, and entered communication with owre men, 
certeyne of his gentelmen nearefte aboute his perfon, rememberinge the maieftie of a king, and that it ftoode 
not with his honour to baigen ftondynge, tooke a greate lloone owte of the ryuer, waflhynge and rubbynge it 
veary decently, and fo put it vnder hym with humble reuerence. The kyng thus fyttyng, feemed with fygnes 
and tokens to infinuate that it fiiuld be lawful for owre men to fearche and viewe al the ryuers within his 
dominion. Wherfore, the vi. day of the Ides of February, leauing his boates with certeyne of his coompany, 
he wente by lande a foote from the bankes of Beragua vntyl he came to the ryuer of Duraba, whiche he | 
aflirmeth to be richer in gold then eyther Hid>ra or Beragua. For gold is engendred in al the riuers of that 
land. In fo muche that emonge the rootes of the trees growynge by the bankes of the ryuers, and amonge the 
ftones left of the water, and alfo where fo euer they dy^ed a hole or pyt in the grounde not pafle the deapthe 
of a handfull and a halfe, they founde the earthe taken owte therof, myxte with golde : Where vppon he deter- 
myned to fallen his foote there and to inhabyte. Whiche thynge the people of the countrey perceauynge and 
fmellynge what inconuenyence and myfchiefe myght thereof enfewe to their countrey if they (hulde permitte 
ilraungers to plante their habitation there, affembled a great army, and with horrible owte crj'e aflayled o«Te 
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men. (who had nowe begoonne to buyldc houfes) foo defperately that they were fcarcely able to abyde the 
fyrfte brunte. Thefe naked barbarians at their fyrll approche, vfed onely flyi'.ges and dartes: But when they 
came nearer to hande ftrookes, they foughte with their woodden fwoordes whiche they caule Mac/ianas, as wee 
liaue %d before, A man woolde not thinke what great mahce and \iTath was kyndeled in their hartes agemfl 
owre men : And with what defperate myndes they fought for the defenfe of their lybertie whiche they more 
efleeme then lyfe or rycheffe. For they were nowe fo voyde of all feare, and contemnynge deathe, that they 
neyther feared longe bowes or croffebowes, nor yet (whiclie is moofte to be marueyled) were any thynge 
difcouraged at the terryble noj'fe of the gunnes Ihotte of from the fliyppes. ^ They retyred once. But fhortly 
after encreafynge their noumber, they returned more fiercely then at the fyrEe. They woolde haue byii 
contented to haue receyued owre men frendly as Ilraungers, but not as inhabitours. The more inflante that 
owre men were to remaine, fo muclie the greater multitude of bortherers flocked togyther dayly, dillurbyng them 
both nyght and daye fumtymes on the one fyde and fumtymes on the other The (lijps l)mg at anker neaie 
vnto the ihore, warded them on the backe halfe. But at the length thLj were fijne to forfake this lande, and 
retoume backe the fame \ray by die which they came. Thus with much ditty cult\ and danger, they came to 
the Ihnd ol lannica lyenge on the fouth fyde of Hifpaniola and Cula, with their fliyppes as full of holes as 
fn,ues, and fo eiten with woormes, as though they had byn bored through with wimbles Ihe v iter entered 
fo fafle \X the ryfies and holes, that if they had not with the paynefuU labour of their handes empted the fame 
\% falle they were lyke to haue peryflhed. Where as yet by this meanes they arryiied at Jamaica, althoughe 
m maner halfe deide. But their calamitie ccafed not here. For as fifl as their fliyppes leaked, their fl.rengthe 
dimjn fll ed fi that they were no longer able to keepe theym from fynkjnge By reafon wherof, fauljnge into 
the handes of the barbanans and mclofed Kitho«te hope of departure, they led their lyues for the fpace of 
tennc monthcs emong the naked people more myferably then euer d\d 4thmtntdes emonge the gyantes cauled 
Cidopts rather Ijumg then bt-inge eyther contented or fatiihed with the (Irange meates of that Ilande and 
that onely at luch tymes as pleafed the barbarians to giue them pirt of theirs The deadly enmitj and mahce 
whiche thefe barbarous kinges beare one ageinft an other made greatly with o«re men For at fuclie tjmes 
IS they attempted warre ageinll their bortherers they woold fumtymes gyue owre men parte of the)r brcade to 
ajde them. But howe mjferable and wretched a thyng it la to lyue onely with breade gotten lay beggynge, 
)0«re holjneffe maye eafylye coniccture Efpecnllj where all other accudomed foode is lackynge, as wyne, 
oile, fleflhe butter chiefe, and inilke uhLrnith the llom-ikes of owr people of Europe haue eucr byn nooriflhed 
euen from their cradelles Therforc as neceflytj is fubiecte to no lawe, fo dootiie it enforce men to attemptc 
defperate adu en tures 4nd thofe the foner, which by a certejne nobylytie of nature do no further cileeme 
lyfe then it isioyned with furame feliuty Batholomeus Coloiius therfore, intendynge rather to proue what god 
woolde do with hym and his companyons m thefe extremities, then any longer to abide the fame, commaunded 
Diegus Mendt% his (lewird with two guydes of tliat Ilande whome he had hyred with promyifes of great rewardcs 
at the r retourne to enter into one of then canoas and taki. then Mage to Hifpaniola. Beynge thus toflied on 
the fea two and fro from rocke too rocke by reafon of the fiiortenefle and narownes of the eanoa, they arrjued 
at the length at the lade corner of Hifpaniola, beynge dillante from lamaua fortie leagues Here his guydts 
departynge from hym, returned ageine to Colonm for the rcwardes which he hart promyfed thtm But Diegiis 
Mendez wente on forward a foote vntyll he came to the citie cauled SanHin Dovunicus beynge the chicfe and 
heade citye of the Ilande. The offycers and rulers of Hfpamola, beinge enformed of the matter, a])po>nted 
hym two (hyppes wherwith he retoumed to his mailler and coompanionn As he founde them, foo came the) 
to Hifpaniola, verye feeble and in maner naked. Whit chaunced of them afterwarde, I knowe not as jet 
Lette vs nowe therfore leaue thefe particulers, and fpeake fumnhat more of generals In al thofe tractes whu he 
we fayde here before to haue bynne found by Coloftui the ^dmyrall bothe he hjra felte writeth, and all his 
coompanyons of that vyage confeffe, that the trees, herbes, and trutes, are flory flung and greene all the hole 
yeare, and the ayer fo temperate and holefome, that of all his coompanye there neuer fell one man fjcke, nor 
yet were vexed eyther with extreme coulde or heate for the fpace ol lyltit leagues from the great hauen of 
Cerabaro to the ryuers of Hiebra and Beragua. Th[e]inhabi (antes of Ctiahato, and the nations whiche are 
betwyxte that and the layde ryuers, applye not them felues to the gatherynge of golde but onely at certeyne 
tymes of the yeare : And are very experte and cunnyng herein as are owre myners of fyluer and Iren Ihe^ 
knowe by longe experience in what places golde is moofle abundantly engendred: as by the colour of the 
water of the ryuers, and fuche as faule from the montaynes: And alfo by the colour of the earthe and Aones, 
They beleue a certeyne godly nature to be in golde, forafmuche as they neuer gather it excepte they vfe 
certeyne relygions expiations or pourgynge, as to abdeyn from women, and all kyndes of plefures and dclycate 
meates and drinkes, during all the tyme that their golden harueil laflethe. They fuppofe that men do naturally 
iyue and dye as other beafles do, and therfore honour none other thynge as god. Yet doo they praye to the 
foonne, and honour it when it ryfcth. But lette vs nowe fpeake of the montaines and fituation of thefe landes 
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From all the fea bankes of thefe regyons, exceding great and hyglie mountaynes are feene towarde the Soutiie, 
yet reachynge by a continual] tracte from the Eafle into the wefte. By reafon wherof I fuppofe that the two 
greats feas (wherof I haue fpoken larg[e]Iy before) are deuided with thefe mortaynes as it were with bulwarkes, 
leafle they Ihoulde ioyne and repugne, as Italye deuideth the fea cauled Tirrhmum, from the fea Adriatyke, 
which is nowe commonly cauled the goulfe of Venes. 

For whiche waye foo euer they fayled from the poynt cauled Fromgntorium, S. Auguflini (whiche perteyneth 
to the Portugales and profpecteth ageyiitle the fea Atlantike) euen vnto Vraba and the hauen Ca-abaro, and to 
the furtheil landes found hytherto weftwarde, they had euer greate mountaynes in fyghte both nere hande and 
farre of, in all that longe rafe. Thefe mountaynes were in fume place, fmooth, plealaunt and fnitfull, full of 
goodly trees and herbes: And fumwhere, hygh, rowgh, ful of rockes, and baren, as chaunfeth in the famus 
mountaynes of Taurus in Afia, and alfo in dyuers coalles of our mountaynes of Apennini, and fuche other of 
lyke byggeneffe. The rydgies alfo of thefe mountaynes are diuided with goodly and fiyre valleis. That part 
of the mountaynes which includeth the lymettes of Beragua, is thought to be hygher then the clowdes, in fo 
much that (as they faye) the tops of them can feldome bee feene for the multitude of thicke clowdes which are 
beneath the fame. Coionus the Admirall the fyrlle fynder of thefe regions, affirmeth that the toppes of the 
montaynes of -S^a^a are more then fiftie myles in heyghtL He fayth furthermore that in the iame region 
at the rotes of the montaynes the way is open to the fouth fea, and compareth it as it were betwene Venice and 
Genua, or lamia as the Genues wyll haue it cauled, whiche fable that theyr citie was buylded ai lanus. He 
affirmeth alfo that this lande reacheth foorth towarde the fouth: And that from henfe it taketh the begynnynge 
of breadth, lyke as from the Alpes oivte of the narowe thygh of Italy, we fee the large and mayne landes of 
Fraunce, Germanye, and Pannonye, to the Sarmatians and Scythyans, euen vnto the mountaynes and rockes of 
Riphea and the frozen fea, and embrafe therwith as with a continuall bonde, all T[h]racia, and Grecia, with all that 
is included within the promontorie or poynt of Malea and Hdkfpontus fouthwarde, and the fea Euxinus and the 
maryffhes of Maotis in Scythia northwarde. The Admirall fuppofethe, that on the lefte hande in faylynge 
towarde the wefle, this lande is ioyned to India beyonde the ryuer of Ganges: And that on the ryght hande 
towarde the North, it bee extended to the frofen fea, beyonde the Hyperboreans and the North pole: So that 
both the feas (that is to meane that fouth fea which we fayde to bee founde by Vafchiis, and owre Ocean) 
fliulde ioyne and meete in the corners of that lande: And that the waters of thefe feas doo not onely inclofe 
and compaffc the fame withowt diuifion as Europe is inclofed with the feas of Helkfpontus and Tanais, with the 
frofen Ocean and owre fea of Tyrrhenum with the Spanyfflie feas. But in my opinion, the vehement courfe of 
the Ocean toward the wefte, doth fignifie and lette that the fayde two feas fhulde not fo ioyne togither: But 
rather that that land is adherent to the firme landes towarde the Northe, as we haue iayde before. It (hall 
fuffice to haue iayde thus muche of the length hereof. Let vs nowe therfore fpeake fumwhat of the breadth or 
the fame. We haue made mention before howe the fouth fea is diuided by narowe lymittes from owre Ocean, as 
it was proued by th[e] experience of Vafchus Nunnez and his coompanions which fyrft made open the way 
thyther. But as djTierfly as the mountaynes of owre Alpes in Europe are fumwhere narowe and in fume place 
brode, euen fo by the lyke prouidence of nature, this lande in fume parte reacheth farre in breadth, and is in 
other places coarcted with narowe hmettes from fea to fea, with valleys alfo in fume places, wherby men maye 
palfe from the one fyde to the other. Where we haue defcrybed the regions of Vraba and Beragua to bee fituate, 
thefe feas are diuided by (inaule dillaunce. Yet owght we to thynke the region which the great ryuer of 
Maragnonus runneth through, to bee very large if we (hall graunt Maragnemum to bee a ryuer and no fea, as the 
freihe waters of the fame owght to perfuade vs. For in fuche narowe caues of the earth, there can bee no 
fwalowing goulfes of fuch bygnelfe as to receaue or nooryfhe fo great abundance of water. The lyke is alfo to 
bee fuppofed of the great ryuer of Dabaiba which we fayde to bee from the comer of the goulfe of Vraba in 
fume pkce of fortie fathomes depth, and fumwhere til^ie; Alfo three myles in breadth, and fo to faule into the 
fea. We mull needes graunt that the earth is brode there, by the whiche the ryuer paffeth from the hyghe 
mountaynes oi Dabaiba from the Eafle and not from the wed. They lay that this ryuer confideth and taketh 
his encreafe of foure other ryuers feulynge from the mountaynes of Dabaiba. Owre men caule tliis ryuer 
Fbtmen. S. lohannis. They fay alfo that from henfe it fauleth into the goulfe of Vraba by feuen mouthes as 
doothe the ryuer of Nilus into the fea of Egypte. Lykewyfe that in the fame region of Vraba there are in fume 
places narowe llreyghtes not paffynge (yftene leaques; and the fame to bee feluage and withowt any palfage by 
reafon of dyuers maryffhes and defolate wayes, which the Latines caule Lamas: But the Spanyardes accordynge 
to their varietie, caule them D-emedales, Trampaks, Cenegaks, Sumideros, and Zahondaderos. But before we 
palfe any further, it (hall not bee greatly from owr purpofe to declare from whenfe thefe mountaynes oi Dabaiba 
haue theyr name accordynge vnto th[e]antiquities of th[e]inhabitantes. ITiey (aye therefore that Dabaiba was ' 
a woman of greate magnanimitie and wyfedome emonge theyr prediceffours in owlde tyme : whom in her lyfe, 
all th[e]inhabitantes of thofe prouinces did greatly reuerence, and beinge deade gaue her diuine honour and ■ 
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named the region after her narcie, beleuynge that Ihee fendeth thunder and lyghtnynge to deflroy the frutes of 
the eartli yf iliee bee angered, and to fend plentie if ihee bee well pleafed. This fuperflition hathe byn 
perfuadcd them by a craftie kynde of menvnder pretenfe of religion to th[e]iEtent thit they might enioyc fuche 
gyftes and ofFeringes as were brought to the place where Ihee was honoured. This is fufhcient for this purpofe. 
They fay e furthermore that the maryflhes of the narowe lande wherof we haue fpoken, brjnge foorth great 
plent e of Crocodiles, dragons, battes, and gnattes beinge very hurtfuU. Therefore when fo euer they take any 
lorney towarde the fouthe, they go owte of the way towarde the mountaynes, and efchene the regions neare vnto 
thofe perelous fennes or raaiyfhes. Sume thinke that there is a valley lyinge that >\aj th^t the ryner runneth 
which OHTC men caule Rio de los perdidos, that is, the ryuer of the lod men (fo named by the milfortune whiche 
there befell to Nicuefa and his coompany) and not far diftant from the hauen Cerabaro whiche diuideth thofe 
mountaynes toivarde the fouth. But let vs nowe fyniflie this booke with a fewe other thynges woorthy to bee 
noted They fay therefore that on the ryghl hande and lefte hande frome Darieita., there are twentie ryuers in 
all the whiche, greate plentie of golde is foundu. Being demaunded what was the caufe why they brought no 
greiter abundance of golde from thenfe, they anfwered that they lacked myners: And that the men which they 
tooke with them from Spayne thyther, were not accuflomed to laboure, but for the mofle parte brought vp 
in the wirres. This lande feemeth alfo to promeffe many precious {tones. For befyde thofe which I fayde 
tD bee founde neare vnto Cariai and SatiSla Martha, one Andreas Moralis a pylot (who bad trauayled 
thofe coaAes with Johannes de la Coffa whyle he yet lyued) had a precious diaraonde which he bought of a 
niked younge man in the region of Cumana in the prouince of Paria. This flone was as longe as two 
loyntes of a mans middell fynger, and as bygge as the fyrft ioynte of the thumme : beinge alfo paynted on euery 
f\de confiflynge of eyght fquares perfectly formed by nature. They lay that with this they made fcarres in 
-inuilles and hammers, and brake the teethe of fyles, the ftone remaynyng vnpeiyflhed. The younge 
man of Cumana^ wore this flone aboute his necke emonge other ouches, and foulde it to Andreas Moralis 
fcrfyue of our counterfectflones made of glaffe of dyuers colours wherwith the ignorant younge man was greatly 
delvted They founde alfo certeyne topafes on the Ihore. But th[e]eft.imation of golde was fo farre entered 
int D the heades of owre men, that they had no regarde to Hones. Alfo the raofl part of the Spanyardes, do 
lan^h them to fcorne which vfe to weare many Hones: fpecially fuch as are common: ludginge it to bee an 
eftemmate thynge, and more meete for women then men. The noble men onely when they celebrate folemne 
manages, or fet forth any triumphes, weare cheynes of gold byfet with precious flones, and vfe fayre apparell of 
fylke embrothered with golde interm t th p 1 and p (1; \nd not at other tymes. They 
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of San6la Martha in the region of Cariai when the hole nauye paifed therby vndcr the gouemaunce of Petrus 
Arias and his coompany with certeine other of the kynges offycers, I haue fuffyciently declared in his place. 
To be fhorte therefore, all thynges do fo floryffhe, growe, encreafe, and profper, that the lade are euer better 
then the fyrlle. And furely to declare my opinion herin, what fo euer hath heretofore byn difcouered by the 
famous trauayles of Satunius and Hercules, with fuch other whom the antiquitie for their heroical factes honoured 
as goddes, feemeth but lyttell and obfcure if it be compared to the Spanyardes victorious laboures. Thus I byd 
yowre holynes fare well, defyringe yowe to certifye me howe yowe lyke thefe fyrfte frutes of the Ocean, that 
beyng encoraged with yowTe exhortations, I maye the gladlyer and with leffe tedioufneffe write fuche thynges as 
(hal chaunce herafter. 



The fyft booke of the thirde decade. 

L fuche lyuynge creatures as vnder the cercle of the moone bringe forthe any thynge, are 
accuilomed by th[e]inftincte of nature as foone as they are delyuered of their byrthe, eyther 
to clofe vppe the matrice, or at the leafte to bee qnyete for a fpace. But owre moofle frute- 
full Ocean and newe woorlde, engendereth and bringeth furthe dayly newe byrthes wherby 
men of great wytte, and efpecially fuche as are fludyous of newe and memelous thinges, may 
haue fumwhat at hand wherwith to feede their myndes. If yowre holyneffe do atke to what 
purpofe is al this, ye fhal vnderfland, that I had fcarcely fynyffhed the hiftorye of fuche thynges 
s chaunfed to Vafchus Nimnez and his coompanye in their vyage to the fouthe fea, when foodenly there came 
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newe letters from Pdrm Arias the newe gouemom whom the kyng had appoynted the yeare before with an 
array of men and a nauye of fliippes to iayle to thefe newe landes. He fygnifyeth by his letters, that he with 
his nauye and coompany, arryued all fafelye. Furthermore, Johannes Cabedus (whome yowre holynes at tlie 
requefle of the mofte catholyke kynge had created byflhoppe, of that prouynce of Dariena) and three other of 
the chiefe offycers ioined in commilTion to be his aflyftance, as Alfonfus de Ponte, Diegiis Marques, and Johannes 
de Tatiira, coiifyrmed the fame letters and fubfcribed them with their names. The nauygation therfore of 
Petrus Arias, was in this maiier. The daye before the Ides of ApryU, in the yeare of Chrifte. 1514. he hoyfed 
vppe his fayles in the towne of faincte Lucar de Barrameda, fytuate in the moiithe of the ryuer Bails, whiche 
the Spaniardes nowe caule Guadakhebir. The feuen Ilandes of Canaria are about foure hundreth myles diftant 
from the place where this riuer fauleth into the fea. Summe thinke that thefe are the Ilandes which the owlde 
writers did caule the fortunate Ilandes. But other thynke the contrary. The name of thefe Ilandes, are thefe. 
The two whiche appere fyrfte in fyght, are named Lanzelota and Fortijuentura. On the backehalfe of thefe, 
lyeth Magna Canaria or Grancanaria. Eeyonde that is Tenerife: and Gomera fumwhat towarde the northe 
fromethat. Palma sxiA Ferrea,\'jt behyndeasit were a bulwarke to all the other. Petrus Arias 'Cci^-doK, arriued 
at Gomera the eyghte daye after his departure, with a nauye of. xvii. (hippes and a. M. [thousand] and fyue 
hundreth men, althoughe there were onely a thoufand and two hundreth affygned hym by the kynges letters. 
It is iayde furthermore that he lefte behynd hym more then two thoufande verye penfyue and fyghynge that 
they alfo myght not be receaued, proferynge them felues to go at their owne charges. He taried. xvi. dayes in 
Gomera to th[e]intente to make prouyfyon of fuell and freihe water : But chiefely to repayre his (hyppes be\Tige 
fore brofed with tempelles, and efpecially the gouemours fliippe whiche had lolle the rudder. For thefe 
Ilandes are a commodious reflynge place for all fuche as intende to attempte any nauygations in that mayne 
fea. Departynge from henfe in the nones of Maye, he lawe no more lande vntyll the thirde daye of lane, 
at the whiche he arriued at Dominica an Ilande of the Canibales, being diflant from Gomera aboute eyght 
hundreth leaques. Here he remayned foure dayes, makinge newe prouifion of freihe water and fuell, durynge 
whiche tyme he (awe no man nor yet any lleppes of men ; But founde plentie of fea crabbes and greate lyfartes- 
From henfe he fayled by the Ilandes of MaHnina (otherwyfe cauled Madanino) Guadalupea, and Galanta 
(otherwyfe cauled Galatia) of all whiche, we haue fpoken in the fyrile decade. He paffed alfo throughe 
the fea of herbes or weedes, continuyng a long tracte. Yet nother he, nor Colonus the Admyrall (who 
fyrile founde thefe Ilandes and fayled through this fea of weedes) haue declared anye reafon howe 
thefe weedes flioulde coome. Summe thynke the fea too be verye muddye there, and that thefe weedes 
are engendered in the bottome therof, and fo beynge loofed, to afcende to the vppermoofte parte of the 
water, as wee fee oftentymes chaunce in certeyne (londynge pooles, and fumtymes alfo in greate ryuers. 
Other fuppofe that they are not engendered there, but to bee beaten from certeyne rockes by the 
vyolence of the water in tempelles. And thus they leaue the matter in dowte: Neyther haue they yet 
any certeyne experyence whether they (lycke faile and gyue place to the fliyppes, or wander loofe vppon 
the water. But it is to bee thought that they are engendered there. For otherwyfe they ihulde bee dryuen 
tt^ther on heapes by th[e]ympulfyon of the ihyppes euen as a beaforae gathereth the fwepynges of a houfe, and 
ihulde alfo lette the courfe of the fliyppes. The fourth day after that he departed frome Dominica, the hyghe 
mountaynes couered with fnowe (wherof we haue fpoken in the feconde decade) appered vnto hym. They faye 
that there the feas mnne as fwyfiely towarde the welle, as it were a ryuer faulyng from the toppes of hyghe 
monUynes: Although they fayled not direcdy toward the weft, but inclined fumwhat to the fouth. From thefe 
montaynes fauleth the ryuer of Gaira, famous by the (laughter of owre men at fuch tyme as Roderiats 
Colmenares paffed by thofe coafles as we haue Iayde before. Lykewyfe many other fayre ryuers haue their 
originall from the lame montaynes. This prouynce (in the whiche is, alfo the regyon of Caramairt) hath in it 
two notable hauens, of the which owre men named the one Carthago or Carihagerta, and the other SanSla 
Martha, the region wherof, th[e]inhabitantes caule Saturma. The porte of SanSla Martha, is nearer to the 
montaines couered with fiiowe cauled Monies Niuales: for it is at the rootes of the fame montaines. But the 
hauen of Carthago, is more weftewarde aboute fyftie leaques. He writeth marueylous thynges of the hauen of 
San^a Martha, whiche they alfo confirme that came lately from thenfe: Of the which younge Vefputius is one 
to whom Americus Vefputius his vncle (being a Florentine borne) left the exact knowlege of the mariners 
facultie, as it were by inheritance after his death for he was a very expert maifter in the knowledge of his 
carde, his compafle, and the eleuation of the pole flarre with all that perteineth therto. This yotinge Vefputius 
was affygned by the kyng to bee one of the maifters of the gouemours fliyppe, bicaufe he was cunninge in 
iudgyng the degrees of the eleuation of the pole ftarre by the quadrante. For the charge of gouemynge the 
rudder, was chiefely coommytted to one Johannes Serranus a Spaniarde, who had oftentymes ouer runne thofe 
coaftes. Vefputius is my verye familyar frende, and a wyttie younge man in whofe coompany I take great 
pleafure, and therefore vfe hym oftentymes for my gefte. He hath alfo made many vyages into thefe coaftes, and 
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diligently noted fuche thinges as he hath feene. Petrus Arias therfore writeth, and he confyrmeth the fame, 
that th[c]iiihabitantes of thefe regyons tooke their originall of the Caribes or Canibales, as appeared by the 
defperate fierceaes and crueltie which they oftentymes iTiewed to owre men when they pafled by their coaft.es. 
Suche floutenes and fortitude of mynde is naturallye engendered in thefe naked Barbarians, that they feared not 
to affayle owre hole nauy and to forbyd them to coome a land. They feyght with venemous arrowes as we haue 
fayde before. Perceauynge that owre men contempned their threatnynges, they ranne furioufly into the fea, 
euen vppe to the breaftes, nothynge fearinge eyther the bygnes or multitude of owre fhyppes, but ceafed not 
continually beinge thus in the water, to caft dartes and fhute their venemous airowes as thicke as hayle: In fo 
muche that owre men had bynne in great dannger if they had not byn defended by the cages or pauilfes 
of the ftiyppes and their targettes. Yet were two of them wounded whiche died (hortely after. But this 
conflycte continued fo fliarpe, tJiat at the length owre men were enforced to Ihute of their byggeft pieces of 
ordinaunce with haylefhotte: At the flaughter and terrible noyfe wherof the barbarians beynge fore difcorafited 
and (haken with feare, thynkynge the fame to be thunder and lyghtnynge, toumed their backes and fiedde 
amayne. They greately feare thunder bycaufe thefe regions are oftentymes vexed ivith thunder and lyghtnynge 
by reafon of the hygho montaynes and neareneffe of the lame to the region of the ayer wherin fuch fierie 
tempeftes are engendered which the philofophers caule MeUora. And all be it that owre men had nowe dryuen 
their enemyes to flyght, and fawe them difparcled and owte of order, yet doMed they and were of dyuers 
opinions whether they fliulde purfue them or not On the one partie, ihamc pricked them forwarde, and on the 
other fyde feare caufed them to caile many perelles, efpeclally confyderynge the venemous arrowes whiche thefe 
barbarians canne direct fo certeyiiely. To departe from theym ivith a drye foote (as faithe the prouerbe) with fo 
great a nauye and fuche an armye, they reputed it as a thynge greately foundynge to their reproche and dilhonour. 
At the length therfore (hame ouercommyng feare, they purfucd them and came to land with their fhippeboates. The 
gouemoure of the nauie, and alfo Vefputius doo wryte, that the hauen is no leffe then three leagues in compaffe, 
bemge ilfo fafe withowt rockes, and the water therof fo clere, that a man may fee pybble Hones in the bottome 
twentie cubettes deape They fiye lykewyfe that there fauleth twoo feyre ryuers of freffhe water into the 
hauen but the fame to bee meeter to bcare the canoas of thefe prouinces then anye bygger veflels. It is a 
delectible thynge to heare what they tel of the plentie and varietie, and alfo of the pleafaunt tail of the fyfflies 
afwel of thefe nuers is of the fea there about. By reafon wherof they founde here many fyfflier boates and 
nettes woonderfuU) wrought of the Halkes of certeyne herbes or weedes dryed and tawed and wrethed with 
cordes of fpunne goiiamprae cotton For the people of Caramairi, Gaira, and Saturma, are very cunnynge in 
ft fflij nge and vfe to fell fyfilie to theyr bortherers for exchaunge of fuche thynges as they lacke. When owre men 
had thu'i chifed the Barbaryans fiom the fea coafles, and hadde nowe entered into theyr houfes, they afiayled 
them With newc ikjrmuflies, efpecnlly when they fawe them faule to fackynge and fpoylyng, and theyr wyues 
^nd ch) Idren taken captiue Theyr houfeholde fl,uffe was made of great reedes which growe on the fea bankcs 
and the Ilalkes of certeyne herbes beaten and afterward made harde. The floures therof were Hrewed witJi 
herbes of fundry coloures; And the waules hanged with a kynde of tap[e]Ilry artificially made of goflampine 
cotton, and wrought with pictures of Lions, Tygers, and Eagles. The doores of theyr houfes and chambers 
were full of dyuers kyndes of ihelles hangynge loofe by fmaule cordes, that beinge Ihaken by the ivynde they 
myght make a certeyne rattelynge and alfo a whyflelynge noyfe by gatherynge the wynde in theyr holowe 
places. For herein they haue greate delyte, and impute this for a goodly ornamente. Dyuers haue Ihewed me 
many woonderfuU thynges of thefe regions: Efpecially one Gonzalus Fernandas Oukdus beinge one of the 
maiellratcs appointed in that office which the Spanyardes caule Veedor, who hath alfo hetherto entered further 
into the lande then any othen He affirmeth that he chaunced vppon the fragmente of a faphire bygger then 
the egge of a goofe. And that in certeyne hylles where he trauayled with thirtie men, he founde many of the 
precious flones cauled Smaragdes, calcidones, and lafpers, befyde great pieces of amber of the montaines. He 
alfo with dyuers other do afhrme that in the houfes of fume of the Canibales of thefe regions, they founde the 
lyke precious flones fet in golde and inclofed in the tap[e]ftry or arras (if it may foo bee cauled) wherewith they 
hange theyr houfes. The fame lande bryngeth foorth alfo many wooddes of brafile trees and great plentie of 
golde: In fo much that in maner in al places they founde on the fea bankes and on the Ihoores, certeyne 
marchafites in token of golde : Fernandtis Oukdus declareth furthermore that in a certeyne region cauled Zemi, 
lyinge foure fcore and tenne myles from Dariena Eadwarde, they exercyfe a (Iraunge kynde of marchaundies. 
For in the houfes of the inhabitantes, they founde greate chefles and bafkets made of the twigges and leaues of 
certeyne trees apte for that purpofe, beinge all full of grelTehoppers, grylles, crabbes, or crefyflhes: fnayles alfo, 
and locufles whiche dedrowe the fieldes of come, all well dryed and falted. Beinge demaunded why they 
refemed fuch a multitude of thefe beaft,es, they anfwered that they kepte them to bee foulde to theyr bortherers 
which dwell further within the lande : And that for the exchange of thefe precious byrdes and failed fyilhes, 
tliey receaued of them certeyne flrange thynges wherin partely they take pleafure, and partly vfe them for 
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theyr neceflary affayers. Thefe people dwel not togyther, but fcattered here and there. Th[e]inhabitantes of 
Caramairi, feeme to dwel in an earthly Paradife, theyr region is fo fayre and frutefull, withowt owtragious heate 
or Iharpe coulde, with lyttle difference of the length of day and nyght throwghowt all the yeare. After that 
owre men had thus dryuen the barbarians to flyght, they entered into a valley of two leagues in breadth and 
three in length, extendynge to certeyne frutful mountaynes ful of graffe, herbes, and trees, at the rootes wherof, 
lye twoo other valleys towarde the ryght hande and the left, throwgh eyther of the which runneth a fayre ryuer, 
whereof the r)-uer of Gaira is one, but vnto the other they haue yet gyuen noo name. In thefe valleys they 
ibunde nianye fayre gardeyns and pleafaunte fyeldes watered witii trenlhes diftrybuted in marueylous order, 
with no ieffe arte then owre Infubrians and Hetrurians vfe to water theyr fyeldes. Theyr common meate, 
is Ages, lucca, Maizium, Battata, with fuche other rootes and frutes of trees, and alfo fuche fyffhe as they vfe in 
the Ilandes and other regions of thefe prouinces. They eate mans fleihe but feldome, bycaufe they meete not 
oftentymes ivith (Irangiers, except they goo foorth of theyr owne dominions with a mayne armye of purpofe to 
hunt for men, when theyr rauenynge appetite pricketh them forwarde. For they ablleyne from them felues, and 
eate none but fuche as they take in the warres or otherwyfe by chaunce. But fuerly it is a miferable thynge to 
heare howe many myriades of men thefe fylthy and vnnaturall deuourers of mans fleflhe haue confumed, and 
lefie thoufandes of motle fayre and frutfull Ilandes and regions defolate withowte menne: By reafon wherof 
owre men founde fo many Ilandes whiche for theyr fayrenes and frutefulneffe myght feeme to bee certeyne earthly 
Paradyfes, and yet were vtterly voyde of men. Hereby yowre holyneffe may confider howe pernitious a kynde 
of men this is. We haue fayde before that the Ilande named Satiili lohannis {which th[e]inhabitantes caule 
Burkhmd) is nexte to Hifpaniola. It is fayde that onely the Canibales which dwell in the other Ilandes nere 
about this, as in the Ilande cauled Hayhay or Sancla Cruets, and in Guadalupea (otherwife cauled Queraqueiera, 
or Carucuiera) haue in owre tyme vyolentely taken owte of the layde Ilande of SatUIi lohannis, more then fyue 
thouiande men to bee eaten. But let it fuffice thus much to haue wandered by thefe raonllroiis bludfuckers. 
We wyll nowe therfore fpeake fumewhat of the rootes whereof they make theyr breade, forafmuch as the lame 
Ihall hereafter bee foode to Chriftian men in fleede of breade made of wheate, and in the fleade of radyflhe with 
fuch other rootes as they haue byn accuflomed to eate in Europe. We haue oftentymes fayde before that lueea 
is a roote whereof the belle and molle delicate breade is made bothe in the iirme lande of thefe regions, and 
alfo in the Ilandes. But howe it is tylled or hufbanded, howe it groweth, and of howe dyuers kyndes it is, I 
haue not yet declared. Therefore, when they intende to plante this lueca, they make a hole in the earth knee 
deape, and rayfe a heape of the earth taken owte of the fame, fafhionynge it lyke a fquare bedde of nyne foote 
breadth on euerye fyde, fettynge twelue trimkes of thefe rootes (beinge about a foote and a halfe longe a piece) 
In euery of the iayd beddes conteynynge three rootes of a fyde, fo layde a flope, that the endes of them ioyne 
in maner togyther in the center or myddeft of the bedde within the grounde. Owt of the ioyntes of the rootes 
and fpaces betwene the fame, fprynge the toppes and blades of newe rootes, which by lyttie and lyttle encrea- 
fynge, growe to the byggenes and length of a mans arme in the brawne, and oftentymes as bygge as the thygh : 
So that by the tyme of thejT full rypenes, in maner all the earthe of the heape, is conuerted into rootes. But 
they fay that thefe rootes are not rype in Ieffe tyme then a yeare and a halfe : And that the longer they are 
fuffered to growe euen vntyll twoo yeares complete, they are fo muche the better and more perfecte to make 
breade therof When they are taken foorthe of the earth, they fcrape them and flyfe them with certeyne fliarpe 
Hones feruynge for the fame purpofe : And thus layinge them betwene two great ilones, or puttynge them in a 
facke made of the flalkes of certeyne towgh herbes and fmaule reedes, they preffe them (as we do cheefe or 
crabbes to drawe owte the iufe thereof) and fo let them drye a daye before they eate them. The iufe or 
lyquoure, they cail away : for (as we haue fayde) it is deadly poyfon in the Ilandes. Yet is the iufe of fuche as 
growe in the firme lande, holfome ii it bee fodde, as is the whey of owre mylke. They laye that there are manye 
kyndes of this lucca, wherof fome are more pleafaunte and delycate then the other, and are therefore refemed 
as it were to make fine manchet for the kynges owne tables. But the gentelmen eate of the meaner forte, and 
the common people of the bafell. The fynefl they cauie CazabU, which they make rounde lyke cakes in 
certeyne preffes before they feeth it or bake it. They faye furthennore that there are lykewyfe dyuers kyndes 
of the rootes of Ages and Battata. But they vfe thefe rather as frutes and dyffhes of feruice, then to make 
breade therof, as we vfe rapes, radyflhes, muffheroms, nauies, perfeneppes, and fuch lyke. In this cafe, they 
moofle efpecially efleeme the beft. kynde ol Battaias, which in pleafant tafl. and tendemes farre exceadeth owre 
mufheromes. It fhal fuffice to haue iayde thus muche of rootes. We wyll nowe p ak h rf an 

kynde of theyr breade. We declared before that they haue a kynde of grayn o pu e m h 1 k n 
Panicum, but with fumwhat bygger graines, which they beate into meale vppon cert yn =t ho n 

with the labour of their handes when they lacke lucca : And of this is made the mo u m n n b ead 

It is fowen thrife a yeare, fo that the frutfulneffe of the grounde may beare it by n h qu he 

tjTue, whereof wee haue fpoken fufFyciently before. In ihefe regyons they founde fo h ^ n oi M 
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and fundry kyndes of frutes of trees diligeiitely planted and well hulbanded. The waye betwene the regj'ons 
of Caramairi and Sahirma, is fayre, brode, and ryghte foorthe. They founde here alfo fundrye kyndes of 
waterpottes made of earthe of djuers colours, in the whiche they bothe fetche and keepe freflie water. I,yke- 
wife fimdry kindes of iugges, godderdes, drynkyng cuppes, pottes, pannes, dyflhes, and platters artifycially 
made. When the goiiemour had gyuen commaundement by proclamation, that th[e]inhabitantes (hulde eyther 
obey the Chriflian kynge and embrafe owre relygion, or elles to depart owte of their countrey, they anfwered 
with venemous arrowes. In this flijTiiiyfhe, owre men tooke funime of theym; whereof clothynge the mofle 
parte in faire apparell, they fentc them ageyne to their owne coompany: But leadyng the refydue to the Ihyiipcs 
to th[e]intent to (hewe them the poure and magnyfycence of the chriflians that they myght declare the fame to 
their coompanions, therby to wynne their fauour, they appareled them lykewyfe and fente them after their 
felowes. Theye affyrme that in all the ryuers of thefe coaftes, theye fawe great argumentes and tokens of golde. 
They founde here and there in their houfes good flore of hartes fleflhe and bores flelhe wherwith they fedde 
tJiem feJues dilycately. They alfo, haue greate plentie of fundry kyndes of byrdes and foules, wherof they 
brynge vppe many in their houfes, fumme for necelfarye foode, and other for daynty dyffhes as we do hennes 
and partriches. Owre men hereby coniecture that the ayer of thefe regions is veary holfome, for as muche as 
fleapynge all nyghte vnder the fyrmament on the bankes of the ryuers, none of them were at any tyme offended 
with reumes or heads ache by reafon of any noyfome humoure or vapoure proceadynge from the earthe, ayer, 
or water. Owre men furthermore, founde there many great bothomes ot goffampyne cotton ready fpunne, and 
fardelles of dyuers kyndes of fetJiers wherof they mike them felues creftes and plumes after the maner of owre 
menofarmes: alfo certeine dokes whiche they efleeme as molle cumly ornament es They founde lykewyfe 
an innumerable multitude of bowes and arrowes. Th[e]Lnhabitanti.s alfo of thefe regions, in furame places vfe 
to burne the carkefes of their pr)Tices when theye ire deade \nd to rcfenie their bones buryed with fpyces in 
certeyne hylles. In other places, the> onelj drje thejm and imbaume them with fpjces and fweete gummes, 
and foo referue them in fepulchers in their owne houfes Sumwhere alfo, they drye them, fpyce them, adourne 
them with precyous iewells and ouche^ and fo reuerently place them in curte^ne tabernacles made for the 
fame purpofe in their owne palayces When owre men had many of their tabellets, braflettes, collers, andfuche 
other ouches (whiche they caule Guanines) they founde them rather to bee made oflaton then of golde: 
wherby they fuppofe that they haue vfed to exchaunge their ware with fumme craftie flraungers whiche broughte 
them thofe counterfect ouches to defraude them of their golde. For euen owre menne perceaued not the 
deceate vntyl! they came to the raeltynge. Furthermore, certayne of owre buylders wanderynge a iyttell way 
from the fea coaftes, chaunced to fynde certayne pyeces of white marble. Wherby they thynke that in tyme 
palle furame flraungers haue coome too thofe landes, whiche haue dygged marble owte of the mountaines, and 
lefte thofe fragmentes on the plaine. There owre men learned that the ryuer Maragiionus defcendeth frorae 
the montaynes couered with fnowe cauled Monies Niuaks or Serra Netiata: And the fame to bee encreafed by 
many other ryuers whiche faule into it throughowte all the lowc and wate[r]lye regions by the whiche it runneth 
with fo longe a tracte from the (ayde montaynes into the fea; And this to bee the caufe of the greatneffe therof. 
Thefe thynges beyng thus brought to paffe, the gouemour commaunded the trumpitour to blowe a retraite: 
Whervppon they whiche were fente to lande (beynge fyue hundreth in noumber) makynge a great flioute for 
ioyc of their victory, fette them felues in order of battayle, and fo keping their array, returned to the (hippes 
laden with fpoyle of thofe prouinces, and ihynynge in fouldiers clokes of fethers, with faire plumes and creftes 
of variable colours. In this meane tyme hauynge repaired their fhyppes and furnyfihed the lame with all 
neceflkries, they loofed anker the. xvi. daye of the Calendes of luly, directynge their courfe to the hauen of 
Cart/iagena, in the whiche viage they deftroyed and walled certayne Ilandes of the Canibales lyinge in the waye, 
accordynge as they were commaunded by the kynge. But the fwifte courfe of the water deceaued bothe 
Johannes Serranus the chiefe Pilot of the gouemours (hyppe, and ail the other, althoughe they made their bofte 
that they perfectely knewe the nature therof. Fur they affyrme that in one nif!;ht they were caried forty leacjues 
beyonde their eftimation. 
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i^re mude we fumwliat digrefle from cofmograpliy, and make a philofophicall difcours to 
fearche the fecreate caufes of nature. For wheras they al affyrme with one confent, that the 
fea runneth there from the Eaile to the wede as fwyftly as it were a ryuer fauhnge from hyghe 
mountaynes, I thoughte it not good to lette fo great a matter flyppe vntouched. The whiche 
while I confyder, I am drawen into no fmaule ambyguitie and doute, whether thofe waters 
haue their courfe whiche flowe with fo contynuall a tracte in circuite from the Eafle, as 
thowghe they fledde to the weft neuer to retoume, and yet neyther the welle therby any 
whitte the more fylled, nor the Eafle emptied. If we Ihall faye that they faule to their centre (as is the nature of 
heuye thynges) and alTigne the Equinoctial! lyne to be the centre (as fumme affyrme) what centre fliall we 
appointe to bee able to receaue fo great aboundaunce of water? Or what circumference flial be founde weate? 
They whiche haue fearched thofe coafles, haue yet founde no lykely reafon to be trewe. Manye thyrJce that 
there fliulde bee certeyne large ftraightes or enterances in the comer of that greate lande whiche we defcribed 
to bee eyght tymes bygger then Italye, and the corner therof to be full of goulfes, wherby they fuppofe that 
fumme ilrayghtes ftiulde paffe through the fame lyinge on the wefte fyde of the Ilande of Cuba: And that the 
layde ftraightes Jhuld fwalowe vp thofe waters, and fo conuey the lame into the welle and from thenfe ageyn 
into owre Ealle Ocean, or north feas as fumme thynke. Other wyll, that the goulfe of that great lande bee 
clofed vppe; and the lande to reach faire towarde the northe on the backe fyde of Cuba: fo that it embrace 
the northe landes whiche the frofen fea encompafeth vnder the northe polei And that all the lande of thofe 
coaftes, ffioulde ioyne togyther as one firme lander Wherby they coniecture that thofe waters fhulde bee turned 
aboute by the ohiecte or refyllaunce of that lande fo bendynge towarde the north, as we fee the waters toumed 
aboute in the crooked bankes of certeyne ryuers. But this agreeth not in all poyntes. For they alfo whiche 
haue fearched the frozen fea, and fayled from thenfe into the weile, do lyke^vyfe affyrme that thofe northe feas 
flowe contynually towarde the wefte, although nothing fo fwiflely. Thefe northe feas haue byn fearched by one 
Sebaftian Cabot a Venetian borne, whom beinge yet but in maner an infante, his parentes caryed with them 
into Englande hauyng occafion to reforte thether for trade of marchandies, as is the maner of the Venetians too 
leaue no parte of the worlde vnfearched to obteyne richeffe. He therfore furniffhed two ftiippes in England at 
his owne chaises : And fyrft with three hundreth men, directed his courfe fo farre toward the northe pole, that 
euen in the mooneth of luly he founde monftrous heapes of Ife fwimming on the fea, and in maner continuall 
day lyght Yet fawe he the lande in that tracte, free from Ife, whiche had byn molten hy heate of the funne. 
Thus feyng fuche heapes of Ife before hym he was enforced to toume his fayles and folowe the wefte, fo 
coaftynge ftyll by the fhore, that he was thereby broughte fo farre into the fouthe by reafon of the lande bendynge 
fo muche fouthward that it was there almofte equall in latitude with the fea cauled Freium Herculeum, hauynge 
the north pole eleuate in maner in the lame degree. He layled lykewife in this tracte fo farre towarde the wefte, 
that he had the Ilande of Cuba [on] his lefte hande in maner in the fame degree of lor^itude. As he traueyled by 
the coalles of this greate lande (whiche he named Baccallaes) he fayth that he found the like courfe of the waters 
toward the weft, but the fame to runne more foftely and gentelly then the fwifle waters whiche the Spanyardes 
found in their nauigations foutheward. 

Wherefore, it is not onely more lyke to bee trewe, but ought alfo of neceftitie to bee concluded, that 
betwene both the iandes hetherto vnfcnowen, there fhulde bee certeyne great open places wherby the waters 
fhulde thus continually paffe from the Eaft into the wefte; which waters I fuppofe to bee dryuen about the 
globe of the earth by the vnceffaunt mouynge and impulfion of the heauens : and not to bee fwalowed vp and 
caft owt ageyne by the breathynge of Demogorgon as fume haue imagined bycaufe they fee the feas by increafe 
and decreafe, to flowe and reflowe. Sebaftian Cabot him felfe, named thofe landes Baccallms, bycaufe that in 
the feas therabout he founde fo great multitudes of certeyne bigge fyffties much lyke vnto tunies (which th[e]in- 
habitantes caule Baccallaos) that they fumtymes flayed his fhippes. He founde alfo the people of thofe regions 
couered with beaftes fk)Tines : Yet not without th[e]ufe of reafon. 

He faythe alfo that there is greate plentie of beares in thofe regions, whiche vfe to eate fyfthe. For 
plungeinge theym felues into the water where they perceue a multitude of thefe fyflhes to lye, they faften theyr 
clawes in theyr fcales, and fo drawe them to lande and eate them. So that (as he faith) the beares beinge thus 
fatifiied with fyfihe, are not noyfom to men. He declareth further, that in many places of thefe regions, he 
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ftwe great jlentie of laton amonge th[e]inhabitantes. Caboi is my very frende, whom I vfe famylierly, 
anddeljteto 1 aue hjm fumtjmes keepe mee company in myne owne lioufe. For beinge cauled owte of 
England by the i ammaundemcnt ot the catholyke kynge of Cailile after the deathe of Henry kynge of 
Enghnde the feuenth of that name he was made one of owre counfayle and aflyftance as touchynge the 
aiiayiLb of the newe Indies lookyng dajely for Ihippes to bee furnyflhed for hym to difcouer this hyd fecreate 
of niture Ihis vya^e is appoynted to bee begunne in March in the yeare next folowynge, beinge the yeare of 
Chiyft M D WI WTiat fl all fuccc^de yowre holynes (halbe aduertifed by my letters if god graunte me lyfe. 
Sume of the Spanjardes denje that Cabot was the fyrfl fyiider of the XaxAzoi B<ucaUms: And affirme that he 
went not fo farre weflewarde. But it ihall fuffice to haue fayde thus much of the goulfes and (Irayghtes, and 
of Sebaflian Cabot Let vs nowe therefore returne to the Spanyardes. At this tyme, they let paffe the hauen 
of Carthago vntouched, with all the Ilandes of the Canibales there aboute, whiche they named Infulas Saniti 
Bernardi'- Leauynge alfo behjmde theyr backes, all the region of CaramairL Heare by reafon of a fooden 
tempefle, they were caile vppon the Ilande Fords, beinge about fyftie leagues dillante from the enteraunce of 
the goulfe of Vraha. In this Ilande, they founde in the houfes of th[e]inhabitantes, many ba(kets made of 
certeyne greate fea reedes, ful of falte. For this Ilande hath in it many goodly falte bayes : by reafon whereof 
they haue greate plentie of falte which they fell to other nations for fuch thynges as they Ilande in neede oE 
Not farre from henfe, a great curlewe as bygge as a llorke came flying to the gouernours fliippe, and fuffered 
her felfe to bee eafely taken : which beinge caryed about amonge all the (hippes of the nauie, dyed lliortly after. 
They fawe alfo a great multytude of the fame kynde of foules on the fhore a farre of. 

The gouernour his Iliyppe whiche we fayde to haue lolle the rudder beinge nowe fore broofed and in 
maner vnprofytable, they lefte behynde to folowe at leafure. The nauie arriued at Dariena the twelfth day of 
the Calendes of luly, and the gouernour his Ihippe (beinge voyde of men) was dryuen a lande in the fame 
coatles within foure dayes after. The Spanyardes whiche nowe inhabited Dariena, with theyr Capitayne and 
Lieuetenant Vafckus Nunnez Balboa (of whom we haue largely made mention before) beinge certified of 
th[e]arryual of Peirus Arias and his coompanye, wente foorthe three myles to meete him, and receaued him 
honorably and religioully with the pfalme Te deum Laudamies, giuing thankes to god by whofe fafe conducte 
they were brought fo profperouily thether to al theyr confortes. They receaued them gladly into theyr houfes 
builded after the maner of thofe prouinces. I may well caule thefe regions, Prouinces, a Procul victis, (that is) 
fuch as are ouercome farre of, forafmuch as owre men doo nowe infiabite the fame all the barbarous kynges 
and Idolatours beinge eiected. They enterteyned them with fuch chere as they were able to make them; as 
with the frutes of thofe regions, and newe breade bothe made of rootes and the grayne Maizium. Other 
delicates to make vp the feafl, were of theyr owne (lore whiche they brought with theym in theyr fhyppes, as 
poudered fleflhe, failed fyffhe, and breade made of whcate. For they brought with them many barrelles of wheate 
meale for the fame purpofe. Here maye yo;vre holynes not withowt iufle caufe of admiracion beholde a kynges 
nauieandgreat multitude of Chriftians, inhabytinge not onely the regions lituate vnder the circle of heauen cauled 
Tropicus Cancri, but alfo in maner vnder the Eqtiinocttall lyne, contrary to th[e]opinion of the owlde wryters, a fewe 
excepted. But after that they are nowe mette togyther, let vs further declare what they detennyned to doo. 
Therefore, the daye after that the nauie arriued, there affembied a coompany of the Spanyardes th[e]inliabitoures 
of Dariena, to the number of foure hundreth and fyftie men, Petrtis Arias the gouernour of the nauie and his 
coompany, conferred ivith them bothe priuilie and openlye of certeyne articles wherof it was the kynges pleafure 
he fhulde enquire: And moft efpecially as concernyng fuch thynges wherof Vafchus the fyrfle fynder and 
AdmiraE of the Southe fea, made mention in bis large letter fent from Dariena to Spayn. In this inquifition 
they founde all thynges to bee trewe, wherof Vafchus had certifyed the kynge by his letters: And therevppon 
concluded that in the dominions of Comogra, Pocchorrofa, and Tumanama, at di[e]afrignement of Vafchus, 
certcine fortrcffes fliuld bee erected foorthwith to th[e]intente there to plant theyr colonie or habitacion. To 
the better accomplyflhemente hereof, they fent immediatly one Johannes Aiora a noble younge gentelman of 
Corduba and vnder Lieuetenant, with foure hundreth men and foure carauelles and one other lyttle Ihippe. 
Thus departinge, he fayled fyrll directly to the hauen of Comogrus, dyllant from Dariena aboute twentie and 
fyue leagues, as they wrjie in theyr lad letters. Frome henfe, he is appoynted to fende a hundreth and fyftie 
of his foure hundreth, towarde the South by a newe and ryghter way founde of late, by the which (as they fay) 
it is not paile. xxvi. leagues from the palaice of kynge Comogrus to the enteraunce of the goulfe of Sancti 
Michaelis. The refidewe of the foure hundreth, (hall remayne there to bee an ayde and fuccour to all fuch as 
(hall iorney to and fro. Thofe hundreth and fiftie which are affigned to go fouthwarde, take with them for 
interpretouTs certeine of owre men which had lerned the footherne language of the bonde men which were gyuen 
to Vafchus when he ouerranne thofe regions, and alfo certeyne of the bondemen them felues which had nowe 
lemed the Spanyflhe tonge. They fay that the hauen of Pocchorrofa, is onely feuen leaques diftante frome the 
hauen of Comogrus. In Pocchorrofa, he is affigned to leaue fyilie men with the lyghteft ihyp which maye bee a 
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pafllnger betwene them; that lyke as we vfe poile horfes by lande, fo may they by this cunaiit (hippe, in fliorte 
fpace certifie the Lieuetenaunt and th[e]inhabitours of Dariena of fuche thynges as ftiall chaunce. They 
entende alfo to buylde houfes in the region of Tumanama. The palaice of kynge Tumanama, is dillant from 
Pocchorrqfa about twentie leaques. Of thefe foure hundreth men, beinge of the owlde fouldiers of Darieiia aiid 
men of good experience, fyftie iveare appoynted to bee as it were Deciirians to guide and conducte the newe 
men from place to place to do their afEaires. When they had thus fette all thynges in order, they thought it 
good to aduertife the king hereof, and therwith to certifye hym that in ihofe prouinces there is a kynge named 
Dahaiba whofe dominion is very riche in golde : But the fame to be yet vntouched by reafon of his great power. 
His kingedome ioyneth to the feconde greate ryuer named Dabaiba after his name, whiche fauleth into the fea 
owt of the comer of the goulfe of Vraia as we haue largely declared before. The common reporte is, that all 
the lande of his dominions is ryche in golde. The palayce of kynge Dabaiba is fyfty leaques dillante from 
Dariena. Th[e]inhabitantes !aye that fiora the palaice thi ^olde mynes reache to the borthers on euery fyde. 
Albeit, owre men haue alfo golde mynes not to bee contcmpned, euen within three leiqi es of Darima, in the 
which they gather golde in many places at this prefente \ et doo theye iffyrme greater plentie to bee in the 
mynes oi Dabaiba. In the bookes of onre fjrile frutes wt) tten to )owre holynelTe, we made mention of this 
Dabaiba, wherin owre men were deceaued and myftooke the matter For where the) founde the fyfllier 
men of kyng Dabaiba in the maryfihes, they thought his region had b)n there alfo They determyned 
therfore to fende to kynge Dabaiba, three hundreth choyfe younge men to be chofen owte of the hole 
army as morte apte to the warres, and well fumyfihed with all kynies of atmoure and artillery, to 
th[e]intent to go vnto hym and ivyl h)m ejther frendlj and peaceably to permjtte them to inhabyte 
parte of his kingdome with the fruition of the golde mynes or clles to b}dde him battayle and dryue 
hym owte of his countrey. In their letters they often tymes repete this for an argument of great rychefle 
to coome, that they in maner dygged the grounde m noo place but founde the earthe myxte with fparkes 
and fmaule graynes of golde. They haue alfo iduertifed the kynge that it flialbe commodious to place 
inhabitours in the hauen of SanSla Marth t m the region of Saim m 1 that it maye bee a place of refuge for them 
that fayle from the Ilande oi Dominica from the nhiche {as the) faje) it is but foure or fjue dayes (aylyng to 
that hauen of the regyon of Saturma: And from the hauen, but thre dayes faylyng to Dariena. But this is to 
bee vnderdode in goynge and not in retumynge. For the retumyng from thenfe is fo laborious and difficulte by 
reafon of the contrary courfe of the water, that they feeme as it were to afcende hyghe montaynes and flryue 
ageynfle thepoure oi JVeplunus. This fwyfte courfe of the fea towarde the Wede, is not fo violente to theym 
whiche retoume to Spayne frome the Ilandes of Hifpaniola and Cuba : Althoughe they alfo do laboure ageynfle 
the faule of the Ocean: The caufe wherof is, that the fea is here verye large, fo the waters haue their full 
fcoope. But in the tracte of Paria, the waters are conftrayned together by the bendynge fydes of that great 
lande, and by the multytude of Ilandes lyinge ageynfte it, as the lyke is feene in the Uraightes or narowe feas of 
Sicilie where the violent courfe of the waters caufe the daungerous places of Scylla and Charyhdis, by reafon of 
thofe narowe feas whiche conteine lofiimn, Libicum, and Tirrhmum. Colonus the fyril fynder of thefe regyons, 
hath lefte in wrytynge, that faylynge from the Ilande of Guanaffa, and the prouynces of laia, Maia, and 
Cerabaro, beyng regyons of the weft marches of Beragua, he founde the courfe of the water fo vehemente and 
furious ageynfte the fore parte of his (hippe whyle he failed from thofe coafles towarde the Eafte, that he coulde 
at no tyme louche the grounde with his foundynge plummet, but that the contrary vyolence of the water woolde 
beare it vppe from the bottome. He affyrmeth alfo, that he coulde neuer in one hole daye with a meately good 
wynde, wynne one myle of the courfe of the water. And this is the caufe why they are oftentymes enforced to 
fayle fyrfte by the Ilandes of Cuba and Hifpaniola, and fo into the mayne fea toward the North when they 
retume to Spaine, that the Northe wyndes maye further their vyage whiche they can not brynge to paffe by a 
directe courfe. But of the motions of the Ocean fea to and fro, this Ihal fuffyce. Let vs now therfore reherfe 
what they write ai Dariena, and of their habitation there, which they caule SanHa Maria Antiqua, planted on 
the fea bankes ai Dariena. The fituation of the place, hath no natural munition or defenfe: And the ayer is 
more pefliferous then in Sardus. The Spanylhe inhabitours, are all pale and yelowe, lyke vnto them that haue 
the yelowe giaundyes. Whiche neuerthelefle commeth not of the nature of the region as it is fituate vnder the 
heauen. For m many regyons beyng vnder the felfe iame degree of latitude, hauyng the pole of the lame 
eleuation, they fynd holfome and temperate ayer, in fuch places where as the earth bryngeth forth fayre fprynges 
of water, or where holfome ryuers runne by bankes of pure earthe without mudde: but mode efpecyally where 
they inhabyte the fydes of the hylles and not the valleyes. But that habytation whiche is on the bankes of the , 
ryuer of Dariena, is fytuate in a deepe valley, and enuironed on euery fyde with hyghe hylles : By reafon wherof, 
it receaueth the foonne beames at noonetyde directly perpenticular ouer their heades, and are therfore fore 
vexed by reflection of the beames bothe before, behynde, and from the fydes. For it is the reflection of the 
foonne beames whiche caufeth feruente heate, and not their accefle or nereneffe to the earth. Forafmuche as 
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they are not paflyble in them felues as dothe nianyfeflly appeare by the fnowe lyiuge contynually vnmolteii 
vpon certeyne hygh montaynes, as yowre holyneffe knoweth ryghte well. The foonne bearaes therfore faulyng 
on the montaynes, are reflected dowiiewarde into the valley by reafon of th[e]obiecte of the declynynge fydes 
of the hylles, as it were the faule of a greate tounde floone rowJde ftomc the toppe of a montayne. The 
valley therfore receaueth, both thofe beames whiche faiile directly theron, and alfo thofe whiche are reflected 
downwarde from euery fyde of the montaynes. Their habitation therfore in Dariena, is pernicious and vnhol- 
fome onely of the particular nature of the place, and not by the fytuation of the regyon as it is placed vnder the 
heauen or nere to the foonne. The place is alfo contagious by the nature of the foyle, by reafon it is coompafed 
aboute with muddy and llynkynge maryfihes, th[e]infecrion wherof is not a lyttle encreafed by the heate. The 
vyllage it felfe, is in a maryflie, and in maner a (landynge puddle, where, of the droppes faulyng from the handes 
of the bond men whyle they water the pauementes of their houfes, toades are engendered immediately, as I mj- 
felfe lawe in an other place the droppes of that water tume into flees in the foomer feafon. Furthermore, where 
fo euer they dygge the grounde the deapthe of a handefull and a halfe, there fpringeth oivle vnholfome and 
corrupte water of the nature of the ryuer which runneth through the deepe and muddy chanel of the valley, and 
f f 1 th t th f N th fore they confulte of remou)ng their hibytation. Neceffytie caufed them fyrll 
t f ft th f t h b)ca fe that they whiche fyrft arryued m thofe landes, were opprefifed with fuche 

^ t h t! t th J h d efpecte to chaunge the place althoughe thej were thus vexed by the contagion 

t th f }1 d h t f th f onne, befyde the corrupte water and infectious ayer by reafon of venemous 

p d h 1 ti yfj f om the feme. An other greate incommoditie was, that the place was deftitute 

f od 1 b } three leaques diftante from the mouthe of the goulfe. The waye is alfo roughe 

ddffy It t Irj ^tt jl and other necellaries from the fea But ktte vsnowefpeake fumwhat of other 

p t lar thyng hi h 1 fed. Therfore (hortly after that the) weare arryued, there happened many 
thyng h f th y h d k wledge before. A ccrtajne well learned phifytion of Ciuile, whome partely 
th[e]autorytie of the byfthoppe of Dariena, and partdy the defyre of golde had allured to thofe landes, was fo 
fcarred with lyghtnynge in the nyghte feafon lyinge m bedde with his wyfe, that the houfe and all the ftuffe 
therin beynge fette on fyer and burnte, he and his w>fe bothe foore fcorched, ranne foorthe cryinge and almo/le 
naked, hardely efcapynge the daunger of deithe \t an other tjme as certayne of them ftoode on the flioore, 
a great Crocodyle fodenly caryed in ij e a mafty of a j eare and a halfe owlde, as a kyte fliulde haue fnatched 
vppe a chicken: And this euen in the prcfence ol thejm all, where the myferable dogge cryed in vayne for the 
helpe of his mayller. In the nighte feifon thej were tormtnted w ith the by tynge of battes whiche are there foo 
noyfome that if they byte any man in his fieape, thej putte h-Mn in daunger of lyfe, onely with drawynge of 
bludde: In fo muche that fumme haue djed therof fauhn^e as it were into a confumption through the 
malycioufnefl"e of the venemous wounde If thefe battes chaunce to fynde a cocke or a henne abrode in the 
nyght feafon, they byte them by the combes and fo kj 11 them They alfo whiche wente lafte into thefe regions, 
do wryte, that the landc is troubeled with Crocudjles, Ljons, and Tigers: But that they haue nowe deuifed 
aites and ingens howe to take them, Lykewyfe that m the houfes of their felowes, they founde the hydes and 
cafes of fuche Lyons and Tygers as they had kylkd. They ivryte furthermore, that by reafon of the raokeneffe 
and frutefulneffe of the grounde, kyne, fwyne, and horfes, doo marueloufly increafe in thefe regions, and growe 
to a muche bygger quantitie then they whiche weare of the firft broode. Of the excedynge hyghneffe of the 
trees with their fruites, of the garden herbes, fruites, plantes, and feedes whiche owTe men broughte from Spayne 
and fowed and fet the fame in thefe regyons, lykewyfe of the hertes and other foure footed beaftes bothe tame 
and wylde, alfo of dyuers kyndes of foules, byrdes, and fyfflies, they write euen as we haue declared in the decades 
before. Careta the kynge of the regyon of Cioha, was with them for the fpace of three dayes : whome when 
they had frendly enterteyned and fhewed hym the fecreate places of their fhyppes, their horfes alfo with theii- 
trappars, bardes, and other fumimentes, befyde many other thinges whiche feemed ftraunge to hym, and had 
further delited his mynd with the harmony of then: mufycall inftrumentes, and gyuen hym many rewardes, they 
dyfmyffed hym halfe amafed with to muche admyration. He fygnifyed vnto them, that their trees in that 
prouynce, of the planckes wherof, if Ihyppes were made, they Ihoulde bee fafe from the woormes of the 
fea whiche they caule Bromas. Howe thefe woormes knawe and corrode the ihyppes, wee haue declared 
before. Owre fliyppes are greatly troubeled with this plage if they lye longe in the hauens of thefe 
regyons. But they aSyrme that the woodde of this tree is foo bytter, that the woormes wyll not tafte therof. 
There is alfo an other tree peculyar to thefe landes : whofe leaues if they onely touche the bare in any place of 
a mannes body, they caufe greate blyfters, and thofe foo malycious that excepte the fame bee foorthwith healed 
with ialte water or faftynge fpyttle, they doo incontynently engender deadely paynes. They iaye lykeivyfe, 
that the fauour of the woodde is prefente poyfon : And that it can noo whither bee caryed without daunger of 
lyfe. When th[e]inhabitauntes of the Ilande of Hifpaniola had oftentymes attempted to (hake of the yoke of 
femytude, and coulde neuer brynge the fame to pafle neyther by open warre nor yet by priuye confpiraces. 
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they were determyned in the nyghte feafon to haue kylled owre men in their ileepe with the fmoke of this 
woodde. But when tiie Chriilian men had knowledge hereof, they compelled the poore wretches to confeffe 
their intente, and punyffhed the chiefe autours of the deuyfe. They haue alfo a certayne herbe with the lauoiir 
wherof they are preferued from the hurte of this venemous woodde fo that they maye beare it tafely. Of thefe 
fmaule thynges it fliall fufFyce too haue fayde thus muche. They looke dayly for many greater thynges to 
certyfye vs of from the Ilandes of the fouth fea. For at fuche tyme as the meffenger whiche broughte owre 
letters departed from thenfe, Petrus Arias prepared an expedition to that ryche Ilande whiche lyeth in the 
mouthe of the goulfe cauled Sinus S. Michaslis, and reacheth into the fouthe fea, beyng alfo lefte vntouched 
of Vafchus by reafon that the fea was at that tyme of the yeare fore troubeled with tempeftes, as wee haue 
further declared in Vafchus his vyage to the fouthe. Wee looke therfore dayly for greater thynges then are 
hetherto pafte. For they haue nowe taken in hand to fubdiie manye other prouynces, whiche wee fuppofe too 
bee eyther verye ryche, or to brynge furthe fumme ftraunge woorkes of nature. lohannes Diaz SoUJltis of 
Nehrijfa (of whome we haue made mention before) is fente by the froonte of the cape or poynte of Sanili 
Augujiini (whiche reacheth feuen degrees beyonde the Equinoctiall lyne, and perteyneth to the dominion of 
the Portugales) to th[e]intent to ouer runne the fouthe fyde from the backe halfe oiFaria, Cumana, Cuqmbacm, 
with the hauens of Carthago and Sanila Martha, of Darima alfo and Beragua, that more perfecte and certeyne 
knowledge may bee had of thofe tractes. Furthermore, one lohannes Poncius was fente foorthe with three 
Ihyppes to deflroye the Canibales bothe in the lande and Ilandes there aboute: afwell that the nations of the 
more humane and innocente people maye at the length lyue without feaie of that pelliferous generation, as 
alfo the better and more fafely to fearche the fecreates and rycheiTe of thofe regions. Many other lykewife 
were fente dyuers and fundrywayes: as Gafper Badaiadus too fearche Wefl partes: Francifcus Beserra, Xo 
fayle by the comer of the goulfe: And Valldus, to paife by the mouthe or enteraunce therof to the Eafle 
coalles of the goulfe to fearche the fecreates of that lande, in the whiche Fogeda with his coompanye had of 
late begunne to plante their habitation, and had buylded a fortreife and a vyllage. Badaiocius departed fyifle 
frome Darima with foure fcore fouldiours well appoynted: Whome Lodouicus Mercado folowed with iyftye: 

To Beserra were alfo fourefcore alfygned, and three fcore and tenne to Valkius. Whether they (halt 
arryue at fafe and commodious hauens, or faule into vnfortunate flations, he onely knoweth whofe prouydence 
mleth all: For as for vs men wee are included within the knowledge of thinges after they haue chaunced. 
Lette vs nowe therfore coome to other matters. 
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^Etriis Arias the gouemour of the fuppofed continente, was fcarfly entred into the mayne fea 
with his nauye onwarde on his vyage to Dariena. But I was aduertifed that one Andreas 
Moralis a pilot who had oftentymes ouer runne the coaftes of thefe new feas and the Ilandes 
of the lame, was coome to the courte to fell fuche marchaundies as he broughte with hym 
frome thenfe. This man had dyligently fearched the tracte of the fuppofed continente, and 
efpecyally th[e]inner regyons of the Ilande of Hifpaniola, whenmto he was appoynted by 
his brother Nicolaus Ouandus (the gouemour of the Hand and chiefe Commendatory of the 
order of the knyghtes of Alcantara) bycaufe he was a wytty man and more apte to fearche fuche thynges then 
any other: So that with his owne handes he drewe faire cardes and tables of fuche regyons as hee difcouered. 
Wherin as he hath bynne founde faythfuU of fuche as haue fenfe had better tryall hereof, fo is he in mod credyt 
emongeil the bed forte. He therfore reforted to me as all they are accuflomed to doo, whiche retourne from 
the Ocean. What I learned of hym and dyuers other of thinges heretofore vnknowen, I wyll nowe declare. 
The beginnynge of this narration, ihalbe the particular defcriprion of the Ilande of Hifpaniola^ foraimuche as it 
is the heade and as it weare the principal! maite of all the lyberality of the Ocean, and hath a thoufande and 
againe a thoufande fayre, plealaunt, bewtifuU, and ryche Nereides whiche !ye aboute it on euery fyde, adournynge 
this their ladye and moother, as it were an other Tdhis the wyfe of Neptunus, enuyronynge her aboute, and 
attendynge vppon her as their queene and patroneffe. But of thefe Nereiades (that is to faye, the Ilandes placed 
aboute her) we ivyll fpeake more hereafter. Lette vs in the meane tyme declare fumwhat of the Ilande whiche 
owre men named Margaritea Dims (whiche the Spanyardes caule De las perlas) beyng nowe well knowen, and 
lyinge in the fouthe fea in the goulfe CMAtA Sinus SanfH Michaelis (that is) lainte Michaels goulfe. This Hand 
hath prefently brought to owre knowledge many ilraunge and woonderfull thynges and promyffeth no fmaule 
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hope of greater thynges in tyme to coome. In this is founde great plentie of pearles fo fayre and great, that 
the fumptuous queene Cleopatra myght haue feemed to weare them in her crownes, cheyncs, and braflettes. 
Of the (helfyflhes wherin thefe are engendered, «-ee wyil fpeake fumwhat more in th[e]ende of this narration. 
But iet vs nowe returne to Hifpankla mode lyke vnto the earthly paradyfe. In the defcription hereof, we wyll 
begynne of the impofytion of dyuerfe names: Then of the forme of the Ilande, temperate ayer and benefyciall 
heauen: And fynally of the deuifyon of the regyons. Therfore for the ryghter pronunfyation of the names, 
yoivre holyneffe mufte vnderftande that they are pronounced with th[e]accent, as yowe may know by the verge 
fette ouer the heddes of the vowels, as in the name of the Ilande Ma/minb, where the accente is in the lad 
vowell, and the lyke to be vnderfloode in all other names. They faye therfore, that the fyrlle inhabitours of the 
Hand were tranfported in their Camas (that is boates made of one hole pi'ece of woodde) from the Ilande of 
Matinino, beynge lyke banyflhed men dryuen from thetife by reafon of certaine contrary factions and diuifyons 
eraonge them felues, lyke as wee reade howe Dardanus came from Corytho, and Teucrus from Creta into Afia, 
and that the regyon where they placed their habitacion, was aftenvaxde canled Troianum. The lyke wee reade 
howe the Tirians and Sidonians arryued with their nauye in LyUa by the fabulous conduction of Dido, Thefe 
Matininans in like maner beynge banyflhed from their owne countrey, planted their fyrlle habytation in that 
parte of the Hand of Hifpaniola whiche they caule Cahonao, vpon the banke of the ryuer named Bahaboni: As 
is redde in the begynnynge of the Romayiies that Eneas of Troye aryued in the region of Italy cauled Laliitm 
vppon the bankes of the ryuer of Tiber, Widiin the mouthe of the ryuer of Bahaboni, lyeth an Ilande where it 
is fayde that th[e]inhabitauntes buylded their fyrfle howfe whiche they named Camotda. This howfe they 
confecrated fliortely after, and honoured the fame reuerentiy with continual gyftes and monumentes, euen 
vntyl the commynge of owre men, lyke as the Chriftians haue euer relygyoufly honoured lenifalem the fountayne 
and oryginail of owre faythe: As alfo the Turkes attribute the lyke to the cytie of Mecha in Araby, and 
th[e]inhabytantes of the fortunate Ilandes (cauled the Ilandes of Canarye) to Tyrma buylded vppon a hjghe 
rocke from the whiche many were wounte with ioyfull myndes and fonges to call them felues downe headlonge, 
beyng perfuaded by their prieiles that the foules of all fuche as fo dyd for the loue of jyrma, fhulde therby 
enioye eteraall felycity. The conquerours of the Ilandes of Canaiie, founde them yet renaaynyng in that 
fuperftition, cuen vntyl! i owre tyme : Nor yet is the memory of their facrifyces vtterly wome awaye : 
The rocke alfo referueth the owlde name vnto this daye. I haue alfo learned of late, that there yet 
remayneth in the Ilande fumme of the faction ai Betanchor the Frenflie man and fyrlle that broughte the 
Ilandes to good culture and ciuilitie beyng therto lycenced by the kynge of Caftile as I liaue fayde before. 
Thefe doo yet (for the mofle parte) obferue bothe the language and maners of the Frenlhemen, although the 
heres and fucceflburs of Betanchor, had foulde the two fubdued Ilandes to certeyne men of Caflile. Yet 
th[e] inhabitours whiche fucceded Betanchor, and buylded tbem boufes and encreafed their families there, do 
contynue to this daye : And lyue quietly and pleafauntly with the Spanyardes, not greued with the fharpe coulde 
of Fraunce. But lette vs nowe retume to th[e]inhabitauntes of Matinino and Hifpaniola. The Ilande o; 
Hifpaniola was fyrfle named by tiie fyrde inhabitours, Qutsqueia, and then Haiti. And this not by chaunce, 
or at the plealure of fuche as diuifed thefe names, but of creduHtie and belefe of fumme great efFecte. For 
Qiiizqueia, is as niuche to feye as a great thinge: And tiiat fo great that none maye- bee greater. They inter- 
prete alfo, tliat Qiiizqueia fjgn'f th 1 niuerfall, or al, in like fignificatlon as the Greekes named their god 

cauled Pan: Bycaufe that f th gr m therof, thefe fymple foules fuppofed it to bee the hole worlde: And 
that the foonne beames gai Ijgl t t e other worlde but onely to this Ilande with the other adiacente 
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fyfdies. Thefe tymbrels they caule Maguei. They haue alfo fonges and ballettes of loue: And other of 
lamentations and moornyng: Summe alfo to encorage them to the warres, with euery of them their tewnes 
agreable to the matter. They exercyfe theym felues muche in daunceinge, wherin they are verye actyne and 
of greater agilitie then owre men, by reafon tiiey gyue them felues to nothyng fo muche, and are not hyndered 
with apparell whiche is alfo the caufe of their fwifteneffe of foote. In their ballettes lefte them of their 
aunceflours, they haue prophecies of the comminge of owte men into their countrey. Thefe they fynge ivith 
moornyng and as it were with gronyng, bewayle the lofle of their lybertie and feraitude. For thefe prophecies 
make mention that there (houlde coome into the Ilande Maguacochios, that is, men clothed in apparell, and 
armed with fuche fwoordes as ihulde cutte a man in funder at one ftroke: vnderwhofe yoke their poileritie 
Ihulde bee fubdued. And here I do not maruell that their prediceffours coulde prophecye of the feruitude and 
bondage of their fucceflyon, if it bee trewe that is fayd of the farailiaritie they haue with fpirites whiche appeare to 
them in the night, wherof we haue largely made mention in the nynth booke of the firft decade, where alfo wee 
haue entreated of their Zemes (that is) their Idoles and Images of diueJfes whiche they honoured. But they laye 
that fence thefe Zemes were taken awaye by the Chriflians, the fpirites haue no more appeared. Owre men afcribe 
this to the fygne of the croffe wherwith they defende theym felues from fuche fpirites. For they are nowe all clenfed 
and fanctifyed by the water of bapti[fjme wherby they haue renounced the deuel and are confecrated the holy 
members of Chrid, They are vniuerfally ftudyous to knowe the boundes and lymettes of their regions and king- 
domes And efj ecially their Mitami (that is) noble men So that euen they are not vtterlye ignorante in the 
furueymge of then lindes The common people haue none other care then of fettynge, fowynge, and 
plant) nge They are moofte experte fj flhers by reafon that throughowte the hole yeare, they are accuftomed 
dayl)t to plounge thtm fduc^ m the ryuers, lo that m miner they Ijue no leffe in the water then on the lande. 
They are alfo gmen to huntynge For (as I haue f^yde before) they haue twoo k3mdes of foine foctted 
beafles, wherof the one is lyttle cunnes cauled Vttas, and the other Serpentes named luannas, muche lyke 
\nto Crocodiles, of e)ght foote length, of moile pleafiunte tifle, and lyuynge on the lande. All the Ilandes 
nooryihe innumerable byrdes and foules As (locke doues, duckes geefe, hearons, byfyde no leffe number of 
popmgiais then fparowes with \s Euery kjnge hath h s fubiectes diuided to fundrye affaires : As fumme to 
hunt) nge other to fyfflijnge, and other fumme to hufbandrje But let vs now retume to fpeake further of the 
names We haue fe,}de that Qui^ittia and Haiti were the oulde names of this Ilande. The hole Ilande 
was alfo cauled Ctpinga of the region of the montaynes aboundjnge with golde: Lyke as owre anciente 
IJoeteb cauled all Italye Laiium of parte therof Therfore as the\ cmled Aufonia and Hefperia, Italie, euen 
foo by the names of Quizqueta, Haiti and Ctpanga, they inderflode the hole Ilande of Hifpaniola. Owre 
men dj d fyrfle name it Ifabella of queene Helifabeth whiche in the Spaniihe tongue is cauled Ifabella : And fo 
named it of the f)rft Colonie where they planted their habitation \pon the banke nere vnto the fea on the 
Northe fjde of the Ilande, as wee haue further declared in the fjrde decade. But of the names, this fhall 
futt> ce Letle \ s no« e therfore fpeake of the fonne of tlie Ilande They whiche fyrlle ouer ranne it, defcribed 
it vnto me to bee lyke the leafe of a cheftnutte tree, with a goulfe towarde the well fyde, lyinge open ageynil 
the Ilande of Cuba. But the experte (hyppe mayfler Andreas Moralis broughte me the forme therof fumwhat 
differs nge from that, For from bothe the comers, as from the Eafle angle and the Weil, he defcribed it to be 
indented and eaten with many great goulfes, and the corners to reache foorthe verye farre; and placeth manye 
large and fafe hauens in the great goulfe on the Eafl, fyde. But I tmfl Ihortely foo to trauayle further herein, 
that a perfects carde of the particular defcription of Hifpaniola maye bee fente vnto yowre holyneffe. For they 
haue nowe drawne the Geographical! defcription therof in cardes, euen as yowre holyneffe hath feene the forme 
and fytuation of Spayne and Itaiye with their montaines, valleyes, ryuers, cities, and colonies. Lette vs therfore 
without fliamfaffneffe compare the Ilande of Hifpaniola to Italie, fumtyme the heade and queene of the hole 
worlde. For if wee confyder the quantitie, it flialbee founde lyttle leffe, and muche more frutefull. It reacheth 
from the Eaffe into the Weil, fyue hundreth and fortye myles accordynge to the computation of the later 
fearchers : Althoughe the Admyrall fumwhat increafed this number as wee haue fayde in the fyrfle decade. It 
is in breadth fumme where, almofte three hundreth myles ; And in fumme places narower where the corners are 
extended. But it is fuerlye muche more bleffed and fortunate then Italie: Beynge for the moofle parte therof 
fo temperate and floryffliynge, that it is neyther vexed with fliarppe coulde, nor afilycted with immoderate heate. 
It hath bothe the fteyinges and conuerfyons of the foonne (cauled Solflilia) in maner equall with the Equinoctiall, 
with lyttle difference betwene the length of the daye and nyghte throughout all the yeare. For on the fouth fyde, 
the day afcendeth fcarcely an houre in length aboue the nyghte, or contrary wyfe. But the dyfference is more 
on the northe fyde. Yet are there fumme regions in the Ilande in the whiche the coulde is of fum force. But 
yowre holyneffe mufte vnderftonde this to bee incident by reafon of the obiecte or neameffe of the mountaines, 
as wee wyl more largely declare hereafter. Yet is not this coulde fo pearcynge and (harpe, that th[e]inhabitantes 
are molefled with fnowe or bytynge frofte. In other places, the Ilande enioyeth perpetuall fpringe tyme, and 
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The bread of Ihe 






is fortunate with contynuall foomer and harueft. The trees flotyfhe there all the hole yeare; And the medowes 
contynue alway greene. All thynges are exceadynge fortunate, and growe to great perfection. How wonderfully 
all garden herbes and frutes doo encreafe, foo thatwithin the fpaoe of fyxtene dayes after the feede is sowne.al herbes 
of fmaule fleames, as ietteffe, borage, radyihe, and fuche other, coome to their full rypeneffe : And alfo howe herbes 
of the bygger forte, as gourdes, melones, cucumers, pompons, citrons, and fuche other, coome to their perfection 
in the fpace of thirtie dayes, wee hauefufficiently declared elles where. Of the beafles tranfported out ofSpaine 
thether, wee haue feyde howe they growe too a muche greater kytide: In fo muche that when they faule into 
communication of the oxen or kyne, they compare them in bigneiTe to clephantes, and fwyne to mules : But this 
fumwhat by an exceffyue kynde of fpeache. We haue alfo made mention how their fwynes flefihe is more 
lauouiye and farre better and more pleafaunte tafte and more holfome then owres, by reafon they are fedde with 
thefrutesofMyrobalane trees, andotherpleafaunteandnury{i]iy]igefruitesofthatcontrey,whiche growe thereof 
them felues, as do with vs beeches, holly, and olces. Vynes woolde alfo profper there with maruellous encreafe, 
if they had any regard to the plantinge therof. The lyke encreafe comraeth of wheate if it be fowen vppon the 
mountaynes where the colde is of fume ftrength; but not in the playnes, by reafon of to much fatnes and 
rankenes of the grownde. It is in maner incredible to heare, that an eare of wheate (huld bee bygger then a 
mans arme in the brawne, and more then a fpanne in length, bearynge alfo more then a thoufande graynes 
as they all confeCfe widi one voyce, and erneilly affirme the fame with othes. Yet they fay the bread of the Ilande 
(cauled) CasahUTosA^ai'Csy&XQaX&oiJucca, to bee more holfome, becaufeitis of eafyer digeftion, and is cultured 
with leffe labour and greater increafe. The refidue of the tyrae which they fpende not in fettynge and plantynge, 
they bellowe in gatherlnge of golde. They haue nowe fuche plentie of foure footed hearts, that horfes and oxe 
hydes with fheepe (kynnes and goate (kyns and fuch other, are brought from thenfe into Spayne: So that nowe 
the doughter in many thynges helpeth and fuccurreth her mother. Of the trees of brafde, fpices, the graine 
which coloureth fcarlet in bright ftiinynge redde, maflix, goffampine cotton, the precious metail cauled Ekllrum, 
and fuch other commodities of this Ilande, we haue fpoken fufficiently before. What therefore can chaunce 
more hippy vnto man vpon the earth, then there to lyue where he neede not to bee dryuen to clofe chaumbers 
with fharpe coulde or fayntynge heate? Nor yet in wynter eyther to bee laden with heauy apparell, or to bume 
the fhmnes with continual fyttyng at the fyer, which thynges make men oulde in fhort tyme by refoluinge the 
natural heate, wherof a thoufande difeafes infue. They alfo affirme the ayer to bee very healthfull: and the 
waters of the ryuers to bee no leffe holfome, as they whiche haue theyr continuall courfe through the earth of 
tlie golden mynes. For there is in maner no ryuer, no mountaynes, and but fewe playnes that are vtterly without 
golde. But let vs nowe at the length coome to the particular defcription of the inner partes of this bleffed 
Ilande. We haue before declared howe it is in maner equally diuided with fonre greate ryuers defcendynge 
frome hygh mountaynes: wherof that which runneth towarde the Eaft, is cauled luima, as that towarde the 
Weil is named Attibunims: The thyrde is Naiba or Haiba which runneth Southwarde: The fourth is cauled 
lache, and fauleth towarde the North. But this (hippe maider, hath brought an other defcription obferued of 
th[e]inhabitantes from the begynnynge, Let vs therfore diuide the hole Ilande into fiue partes, canlynge the 
regions of euery prouince by theyr owlde names: and fynally make mention of fuche thynges as are woorthye 
memory in euery of them. The begynninge of the Ilande on the Ead fyde, is conteyned in the prouince named 
Caizdmu : fo named for that in theyr language Ciinu, Cgnifieth the front or begynnynge of any thynge. After 
this, foloweth the prouince of Huhabo, and then Caihabo. The fourth is Bainoa. Guaccaiarlma conteyneth the 
well corner. But the lail faue one, Bainoa is of larger boundes then the three other. Caizdmu reachethe 
from the fyrfl fronte of the Ilande to the ryuer Hozama, whiche runneth by the citie of faynt Dominicke But 
towarde the North fyde, it is ended at the rough mountajTies of Jfaiti. Hukabo, s ncSulel th n the 
mountaynes JIaiii and the ryuer /aa^a. Cai[Ayi6a the thyrde prouince, conteyneth all that lyeth fctwene 
Cuhabo and JDahatio, euen vnto the mouth of the ryuer of laceha or lache {one of he foure wh h diuide 
the Ilande equally) and afcendethe to the mountaynes of Obaua, where the greatelle pie t e of goMe 
is founde: Owte of the which alfo the ryuer Demahus fpringetht and ioynynge with the fpr ges of the 
ryuer of Naiba, (being an other of the foure which diuidcth the Ilande towarde the fouth lea) fauleth to 
an other banke of the ryuer of faynt Dominicke. Bainoa, begynneth at the confines of Caiabi, and 
reacheth euen vnto the Ilande of Cahini which Eeth neare vnto the fea bankes of the north fyde of the 
Ilande where wee fayde that they erected the fyrfl colonic or habitacion. The prouince of Guaccaiarima, 
occupieth the remanent towarde the weil. This they named Guaccaiarifna, bycaufe it is the extreme or vtter- 
. mod parte of the Ilande. For larlma in theyr language fignifieth the tayle or ende of any thynge: And Giia, 
is an article whiche they vfe often tymes in the names of thynges : And efpecially in the names of theyr kynges : 
as Guarionexius, and Guaccanarillus. In the prouince of Caizimu, are thefe regions : Higud, Gttanama, 
Reyre, Xagua, Aramana, Arabo, Hasoa, Macorix, Caiacoa, Guaiagim, Baguanimaho and the rough mountaynes 
of Haiti. Here let vs fpeake fume what of theyr afpirations which they vfe otherwyfe then tlie Latins doo. 
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It is to bee noted that there is no afpiration in theyr vowels, which hath not th[e]efFecte of a confoaant. So 
that they pronoTince theyr afpirations more vehemently then wee do the confonant i. Ye, all fuche woordes 
as in their tonge are afpirate, are pronounced with lyke breath and fpirite as is. f. fauing that herein the neather 
lyppe IS not moued to th[e]uppermo(l teethe With open mouthes and ihakynge theyr brelles, they breath 
out thefe afpirations, ha, he, ht, ho, hu, as the Hebrewes and Arabians are accuflomed to pronounce theyrs. I 
fynde alfo that the Spanyardes vfe the lyke vehemence in the afpirations of thofe woordes whiche they haiie 
receaued of the Mnores and Arabians which pofleffed Spaine, and continued there manyyeares: As in thefe 
woordes. Alimhadda, whithe fignifieth a p)llowe or bolder; Alfo Almohaza, that is, a horfe combe: with 
dyuers fuch other woordes whiche they fpeake in maner with panting breftes and vehement fpirite. I haue 
thought it good to reherfe thefe thjTiges, bycaufe amonge the Latines it often tymes foo chaunceth that onely 
the accent or afpiration, chaungeth the fignification of the woorde : as hora, for an houre, and ora for the plurale 
number of this woorde os, wliich fignifieth the mouth; Alfo ora, which fignifieth regions or coailcs. The lyke 
alfo chaunceth in thediuerfitie of theaccente, asi'ir^Vi'd I kyll, and DCWf/o I faule. Euen fo in the language of thefe 
fimple men, there are many thynges to bee obferued. But let vs nowe returne to the defcription. In the 
prouince of Huhabo, are thefe regions : Xamana, Canabacoa, Cuhabo, with many other, the names wherof I haue 
not yet learned. The prouince of Caihabo, conteyneth thefe regions: Magua, and Cacacubana. Th[e]inhabi- 
tantes of this region, haue a peculyar language much differinge from the common language of the Iland, and 
are cauled Macoryxes. There is alfo an other region cauled Cubana, whofe language differeth from the other. 
Lykewyfe the region oi £aiahaigua, hath a dyuers toonge. There are alfo other regions, as Dahabon, Cybaho, 
and Manabaho. Cotoy is in the myddle of the Ilande. By this ninnethe the ryuer Nizaus: And the montaynes 
cauled Mahaitm, Hasua, and Ntibaymao, confine with the lame In the proaince of Bainoa, are the regions of 
Ma^ana, lagohaiucho, Bauruco, Dahmgua, and Atttbum, fo named of the ryuer: Alfo Caunoa, Buiaici, 
Dahabonid, MaiaguarUi, Atiei, Maccazina, Guahabba, AnmuKt, Marim, Guaricco, Amaguei, Xaragua, Yaguana, 
Azzvd, lacchi, Honorucco, Dtaguo, Camau, and Netbaimao In Guaccakrima the laft prouince, thefe regions 
are conteyned: Maukarao, Guahagua, Taqutnasabo, Nimaca, Bainoa theleffe, Cahaymt, lamatzi, Manabaxao, 
Zauana, Habacoa, and Ayqveroa But let vs entreate fumwhat of the particulars of the regions. In the 
prouince of Caizdmu, within the great goulfe ot the beginnynge, there is a greate caue in a hollowe rocke 
vnder the roote of a hygh raounnyne, about twoo furlonges from the fea. The entcrie of this caue is not 
much vnlyke the doores of a great temple, beinge verj Iiige and tumynge many wayes, Andreas Moralis the 
fhyp niarter, at the commaundement of the gouemoure, tempted to fearche the caue with the fmauleft veffels. 
He fay th that by certeyne pniiie wayes, manje ryULrs haue concourfe to this caue as it were to a fink e or 
chanelL After th[e]experience hereof, they ceifed to maruaiJe whither other ryuers ranne whiche commynge 
fourefcore and teniie myles, were fwalowed vp, fo that they appeared no more, nor yet fell into the fea by any 
knowen wayes. None therfore they fuppofe that rjuers Iwalowed vp by the holowe places of that flony moun- 
tayne, faule into this caue. As the Ihipmafler entered into the caue his (hippe was almoft, fwalowed. For he 
faith that there are many whyrlepooles and ryfinges or boylinges of the water, which make a violent conflicte and 
horrible rorynge one encounteryng the other. Alfo many huge holes and holowe places: So that what on the 
one fyde with the whirle pooles, and on the other fide with the boyling of the water, his (hyp was long in maner 
toffed vp and downe lyke a baule. It greatly repented hym that he had entered, yet knewe he no way how to 
come forth. He now wandered in darkeneffe, afwel for the obfcureneffe of the caue into the which he was larre 
entered, as alfo that in it were thicke cloudes engendered of the moiil vapours proceading of the conflicte of the 
waters whiche continually fauie with great violence into the caue on euery fyde. He compareth the noyfe of 
thefe waters, to the faule of the famous lyuer of Nilus from the montaines of Ethyope. They were al fo deafe, 
that one could not here what an other (aid. But at the length with great daunger and feare, he came foorth of 
the caue as it had byn owte of hel. Aboute three fcore miles diftante from the chiefe citie of faincte Dominicke, 
there are certeyne hyghe montaynes vppon the toppes wherof is a lake or i\andynge poole inacceflible, neuer 
yet feene of them whiche came latelye to the Ilande, bothe by reafon of the roughnefle of the montaines, and 
alfo for that there is noo pathe or open waye to the toppes of the fame. But at the length the ftiyppe maifl,er 
beinge conducted thether by one of kynges, afcended to the toppes of the montaines and came to the poole. 
Hee faith that the coulde is there of fum force. And in token of wynter, hee fotmde feme and bramble buflhes, 
whiche two, growe onely in coulde regions. Thefe montaynes, they caule Ymizui Hibahaino. This poole is of 
freihe water three myles in compaffe, and wel replenyflhed with diuerfe Idndes of fyflhes. Many fmaule riuers 
or brookes faule into it. It hath no paffage owte, bycaufe it is on euery fyde enclofed with the toppes of 
montaynes. But lette vs nowe fpeake of an other poole whiche may well bee cauled a fea in the mydlande, 
and bee coompared to the Cafpian or Hircanian fea in the fyrme lande Qi Afia: with certeyne other lakes and 
pooles of freffhc water. 
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BHe prouynce oi Baiitoa beynge thrife as bygge as the three fyrd, that is, Caizcimu, V/iabo, 
aiid Caihabo, includeth a valley named Caiouani, in the whiche there is a lake of falte, foure, 
and bytter water, as wee reade of the fea.cauled Cafpium, lyinge in Ihe tirme lande betwene 
Sarmatia and Hircania. We haue therfore named it Cafpium, althoughe it not bee in the 
region of Hircania. It hath nianye fwalowinge goulfes, by the whiche, bothe the water of the 
fea fpringeth into it, and alfo fnche as faule into it from the mountaines, are fwalowed vppe. 
They thyncke that the caues therof, arc fo large and deepe, that great fyflhes of the fea paffe 
bj tiie fame mto the lake. Emonge thefe fyflhes, there is one cauled Jiiuronus whiche cutteth a man in funder 
by the m>ddcft at one fnappe with his teethe, and deaoureth hym. In the ryuer Hozama, runnynge by the 
chiefe atie ot ikyncte Dominicke, thefe Tiburoni do fumtymes coome from the fea and deuoure manye of 
th[e]mhabitaiintes : Efpecially fuche as do dayly ploonge them felues in the water to th[e]intent to keepe their 
bodyes \erje cleane, The ryuers whiche faule into the lake, are thefe. From the Northe fyde, Guaninicabon: 
From the Southe, Xaccoei: from the Eafle, Guamiabo: And from the Weil, Occoa. They faye that thefe lyuers 
are great and continual!: And that befyde thefe, there are. xx. other fmaule ryuers whiche faule into this Co/J^jkot. 
CC [n™ hiindied) Alfo on the Northe fyde within a furlonge of the lake, there are aboue Iwoo hundreth fpringes, occupyinge 
Sespaccota lykewife aboute a furlonge in circuite, the water wherof is coulde in foonier, freflie alfo, and holfome to bee 

droonke. Tliefe fprynges make a ryuer that can not bee waded ouer, whiche neare at hande ioynynge with the 
other, fauleth into the lake. Here muile wee flaye a whyle. The kynge of this regyon founde his wyfe 
praying in a chapel builded by the Chritlians nithin the precincte of his dominion, and required her 
coompanie to latiffye his flelhely luile. His wyfe reproued hym, and put hym in remembraunce to 
haue refpecte to the holye place. The woordes whiche Ihee fpake to hym, were thefe: Teitoca, Teitoca: 
whiche is as muche to laye, as, bee quyet, bee quyet: Techda cynato guamechyna: That is, god wyl bee 
greatly angerie. Giiamechyna, fygnifyeth god, Techeta greatly, Cynato angrie. But the hufbande halynge her 
by the arme, fayde: Guaibba, that is, go: Cynato macabuai guafnechyna: That is: what is that to me if god be 
angerye? And with thefe woordes as he profered her violence, foodenlye he became dumme and lame. Vet 
by this myracle beynge llriken with repentaunce, he euer after ledde a relygious lyfe: In fo muche that from 
thenfe foorthe bee woolde neuer fuffer the chappell to bee fwepte or decked with any other mannes hande. 
By the fame myracle, manye of th[e]inhabitauntes and all the Chriflians beyng moued, rcforted deuoutly to the 
chappell. They take it in good parte that the kynge fuffercd the reuenge of that reproche. Lette vs nowe 
retoume to Cafpium. That falte lake is toffed with (lormes and tempelles ; And oftentynies drowneth fmaule 
ITiyppes or fyflher boates, and fwaloweth them vppe with the maryners: In fo muche that it hath not byn harde 
of, that any man drowned by fhyppewracke, euer ploonged vppe ageyne, or was cafle on the Ihore, as commonly 
chaunceth of the deade bodyes of fuche as are drowned in the fea. Thefe tcmpeiles, are the deintie banquetes 
of the Tiburones. This Cafpium, is cauled Hagiuiigahon. In the myddeft hereof, lyeth an Ilande named 
Guarizacca, to the whiche they reforte when they go a fy0hynge : But it is not cultured. There is in the lame 
playne, an other lake nexte vnto this, whofe water is myxte of falte and freflie: And is therfore nother apte to 
bee droonke, nor yet to bee refufed in vrgente necelfytie. This conteineth in length, xxv. miles, and in breadth 
eight myles: In fumme places alfo nyne or ten. It receaucth manye ryuers whiche haue no patTage owte of 
the fame, but are fwalowed vppe as in the other. Water fpringeth out of the fea into this alfo : but in no great 
quantitie, whiche is the caufe that it is fo commyxte. In the iame prouynce towarde the Welle fyde, there is 
an other lake of freflie water, not farre diftante from Cafpius. This th[e]inhabitauntes caule lainagiia. The 
fame falte lake, hath on the North fyde tlierof, an other named Gtiaaaa. This is but iyttle: as not pail three 
or foure myles in breadth, and one in length. The water of this, maye well bee droonke. On the fouthe fyde 
of the falte lake, there lyeth an other named Babbareo, of three myles in length and in maner rounde. The 
water of this is freflie as of the two other. This lake bycaufe it hath no paflage owte nor yet anye fwalowynge 
goulfes, conueyeth the fuperfluous waters to the fea if it be encreafed with the ilreames whiche faule fumtimes 
more abondantiy from the montaines. This is in the region of Xamana in the prouince of Bainoa. There 
is an other cauled Guaniba, lying betwene the Eafl. and the South nere vnto the fyde of Cafpius. This is ten 
myles in length and almofl,e rounde. There are furthermore many other fmaule flandyng pooles or lakes 
difparfed here and there in the Hand, whiche I w)'ll lette paffe letle I fhulde bee tedious in remainyng to longe 
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in one thynge. I wyll therfore mate an ende with this addition, that in all thefe, great plentie of fy(he and 
foule is nouryflhed. All thefe lakes lye in a large playne, the whiche from the Eaft reacheth into the Weft a 
hundreth and twentie myles: beyng of breadth, xviii. myles where it is naroweft, and. xxv. where it is largeil. 
Lookyng toward the Weft, it hath collaterally on the lefte hande the montaines ot Daiguani: And on the ryghf 
hande, the montaines of Caigua, fo catiled of the name of the vale it felfe. At the rootes of the montaines of 
Caigua toward the North fyde, there lyeth an other vale much longer and larger then that before named. For 
it conteineth in length, almofie two hundreth myles: And in bredth. xxx. wher it is largeft, and about xx, wher 
it is naroweft This vale in fumme parte therof, is cauled Maguana: In an other place, Iguamu, and elles 
where, HathathieL And forafmnche as wee haue here made mention of this parte of the vale named Haihatkid, 
wee wyll fumwhat digrefle from the difcourfe of this defcription, and entreate of a thinge fo flraunge and 
marueious, that the lyke hath not byn hard of. So it is therfore, that the kyng of this region named Carama- 
lexius, taketh great pleafure in fyffhinge. Into his nettes chanced a younge fyflie of the kynde of thofe huge 
monfters of the fea whiche th[e]inhabitOurs caule Matiati, not founde I fuppofe in owre feas nor knowen to 
owre men before this tyme. This fyfhe is foure footed, and in fliape lyke vnto a tortoyfe althoughe fhee be not 
couered with a (hel, but with fcales: And thofe of fuch hardneife and couched in fuche order, thatnoarrowe can 
hurte her. Her fcales are byfet and defend with a thouland knobbes. Her backe is playne, and her heade vtterly 
lyke the heade of an oxe. She lyueth both in the water and on the lande ; She is flowe of mouynge : of condition 
meeke,gentell,airocyable and louing to mankind and of a marueious fence or memorie as are the elephant and the 
delphyn. The king noriflhed this fyflie certeine dales at home ivith the breade of the countrey, madeoftherooteof 
lucca and Panyckt with fuche other rootes as men are accuftomed to eate. For when fliee was yet but younge, he 
caft her into a pooIe or lake neare vnto his palaice there to bee fedde with hande. This lake alfo receaueth 
waters and cafteth not the fame foorth ageine. It was in tyme pafte cauled Guaurabo : But is nowe cauled the lake 
of Manati after the name of this fyflie whiche wandered fafelye in the fame for the fpace of. xxv. yeares, and 
grewe excedyng byg. What fo euer is written of the Delphines of Eaian or Arion, are muche inferior to the 
dooinges of this fyih : which for her gentle nature they named Matum, that is gentle or noble. Therefore when 
fo euer any of the kynges familyers, efpecially fuche as are knowen to her, reforte to the bankes of the lake and 
caule Matum, Matum, then flie (as myndefuU of fuche benefites as flie hath receaued of men) lyftethe vp her 
heade and commeth to the place whither flie is cauled, and there receaueth meate at the handes of fuche as 
feede her. If any defirous to paffe ouer the lake, make fignes and tokens of theyr intente, flie boweth her felfe 
to them, therewith as it were gentelly inuitynge them to amount vppon her, and conueyeth them (afely ouer. 
It hath byn feene that this monilrous fyfihe hath at one tyme fafely caryed ouer tenne men finginge and playinge. 
But if by chaunce when fhe lyfteed vp her heade (he efpyed any of the Chriftian men, flie woolde immediatJy 
ploonge downe ageyne into the water and refufe to obey, bycaufe flie had once receaued iniury at the handes of 
a certeyne wanton younge man amonge the Chriflians, who hadde carte a fliarpe darte at her, although fhe were 
not hurte by reafon of the hardenes of her fliynne beinge roughe and ful of Ikales and knobbes as we haue 
layde. Yet dyd fhe beare in memorie th[e]iniurie flie fufleyned, with fo gentell a reuenge requitynge 
th[e]ingratitude of hym which had delte with her fo vngentelly. From that day when fo euer flie was cauled by 
any of her familiers, flie woolde fyrft looke circumfpectly about her, leaft any were prefent appareled after the 
maner of the Chriftians. She woolde oftentymes play and wreft.le vppon the banke with the kynges chamberlens ; 
And efpecially with a younge man whom the kynge fauoured well, beinge alfo accuftomed to feede her. Shee 
woolde bee fumetymes as pleafaunt and full of play as it had byn a moonkey or marmafet : And was of longe 
tyme a great comfort and folace to the hole Hande. For no fmaule confluence afwell of the Chriftians as of 
th[e]inhabitantes, had dayly concourfe to beholde fo rtraunge a myracle of nature, the contemplation wherof was 
no leffe pleafaunt then woonderfull. They fay that the meate of this kynde of fyflhe, is of good tafte : And that 
many of them are engendered in the feas therabout But at the length, this plea&unt playfelowe was lofte, and 
caried into the fea by the great ryuer Attibunicus, one of the foure which diuide the Hande. For at that tyme 
there chaunced fo terrible a tempeft of wind, and rayne, with fuch fluds enfewing that the like hath not lightly 
byn hard of. By reafon of this terapert, the ryuer Attibunicus fo ouerflowed the bankes, that it fylled the hole 
vale and myxt it felfe with all the other lakes. At which tyme alfo, this gentell Matum and plealaunte 
companyon, folowynge the vehemente courfe and faule of the fluddes, was therby reftored to his oulde moother 
and natyue waters, and fence that tyme neuer feene ageyne. Thus hanynge digrefied fufficiently, let vs nowe 
coome to the fituation of the vale. It hathe collaterally the mountaynes of Cibaua and Caiguam which 
brynge it to the South fea. There is an other vale beyonde the mountaynes of Cibaua towarde the North. 
This is cauled the vale of Guarionexius, bycaufe that before the memorie of man, the prediceflburs and 
aunceftours of kyng Guarionexius to whom it is defcended by right of inheritaunce, were euer the lordes 
of the hole vale. Of this kynge, we haue fpoken largely in the fyrfl. narration of the Hande in the 
fyrft Decade. This vale is of length from the Faft to the Wert, a hundreth and fourefcore myles: And of 
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breadth from the South to the North, thirtie myles wher it is narowefl, and fiftie where it is brodeflc. It 
begynneth from the region Canabocoa by the prouinces of Huhabo and Caiabe: And endeth in the prouiiice 
of Bainoa and the region of Marietta. It lyeth in the myddell betwene the mountaynes of Cibaua, 
and the mountaynes of Cahonai and Cazacubuna. There is no prouince nor any region, which is not notable 
by the maieflie of mountaynes, frutefiiines of vales, pleafauntneffe of hyllcs, and delectablenes of playnes, with 
abundaunce of fayre ryuers runnynge through the fame. There are no fides of mountaynes or hylles, no ryuers, 
which abound not with golde and delycate fyflhes, except only one ryuer which from th[e]originall therof, with 
the fprynges of the fame breakynge foorth of the mountaynes, commeth owt falte and fo contynueth vntyll it 
peryfhe. Tliis tyuer is cauled Bahuan : and runneth through the myddle of the region Magiiaiia in the prouince 
oi Bainoa. They fuppofe that this ryuer hathe made it felfe awaye vnder the groimde by fume paffages of 
playrter or falte earthe. For there are in the Ilande many notable falte bayes, wherof we wyl fpeake more 
hereafter. We haue declared howe the Ilande is diuided by foure ryuers and fyue prouinces. There is alfo an 
other particion, whiche is this. The hole Ilande confyfteth of the tops of foure mountaines which diuide it by 
the myddeft from the Eafl to the welle. In all thefe is abundance of nooryfhynge moyfture and greate plentie 
of golde; of the caues alfo of the whiche, the waters of ai the riuers (into the which the caues emptie them 
felues) haue theyr originall and increafe. There are lykewyfe in them horryble dennes, obfcure and darke vales, 
and mj^htie rockes of flone. There was neuer any noyfome bealle founde in it: Nor yet any rauenynge foure 
footed beade. No lyon, no beare no fierce tygers, no craftie foxes, nor deuouring woolfes. All thynges are 
bleffed and fortunate: And nowe more fortunate, for that fo many thoufandes of men are receaued to bee the 
fheepe of Chriftes flocke, all theyr Zemes and Images of deuylles being reiected and vtterly out of memorie. 
If I chaunce nowe and then in the difcourfe of this narration to repeate one thynge dyuers tymes or othenvife 
to make digreflion, I muft defyre yowre holynes therwith not to bee offended. For whyle I fee, heare, and 
wryte thefe thinges, mee feemeth that I am herewith fo affected, that for vetye ioy I feele my mynde (lirred as 
it were with the fpirite of Apollo as were the Sibylles, whereby I am enforced to repeate the fame ageyne^ 
Efpeciaily when I confyder howe farre the amplitude of owre religion fpreadeth her wynges. Vet amonge thefe 
fo many bleffed and fortunate thynges, this one greeueth me not a lyttle; That thefe fimple poore men neuer 
brought vp in labour, do dayly peryfhe with intoUerable trauayle in the golde mynes: And are therby brought 
to fuche defperation, that many of them kyll them felues, hauynge no regarde to the procreation of chyldren. 
In fo much that women with chylde, perceauynge that they ihall biynge foorth fiich as fhalbe ilaues to the 
Chrillians, vfe medecines to deflroy theyr conception. And albeit that by the kynges letters patentes it was 
decreed that they fhulde bee fet at lybertie, yet are they conilrayned to feme more then feemeth conuenient for 
free men. The number of the poore wretches is woonderfully extenuate. They were once rekened to bee 
aboue twelue hundreth thoulande heades: But what they are nowe, I abhorre to rehearfe. We wyll therefore 
let this paffe : and returne to the pleafures of Hifpaniola. In the mountaynes of Cibaua, which ate in maner 
in the myddell of the Ilande in the prouince of Caiabo (where we layd to bee the greatell plentie of natyue 
golde) there is a region named Cotohi, fituate in the clowdes, enuironed with the toppes of hyghe mountaynes, 
and well inhabited. It confifteth of a playne of. xxv. myles in length, and. xv. in breadth. This playne is 
hygher then the toppes of other mountaynes; So that thefe mountaynes, maye feerae to bee the chiefe and 
progenitours of the other. This playne fuffereth alterations of the foure tymes of the yeare: as the Spryngc, 
Soomer, Autumne, and wynter. Here the herbes waxe wythered, the trees loofe theyr leaues, and the medowes 
become hore: The whiche thynges (as we haue layde) chaunce not in other places of the Ilande, where they 
haue only the Spring and Autumne. The foyle of this playne bryngeth foorth feme and bramble buflhes 
bearynge blackc berries or wylde rafpes, which two are tokens of coulde regions. Vet is it a fayre region : for 
the coulde therof is not very fharpe ; neyther dooth it aflicte th[e]inhabitantes with frofte or fnowe. They argue 
the frutefulnes of the region by the feme, whofe ftalkes or fteames are bygger then a fpere or iauelen. The 
fydes of thofe mountaynes are ryche in golde. Yet is there none appoynted to dygge for the iame, bycaufe it 
fhalbe needefull to haue apparelled myners, and fuch as are vfed to labour. For th[e]inhabitantcs lyuyngc 
contented with lyttle, are but tender: And can not therfore away with labour or abyde any coulde. There are 
two ryuers which runne through this region, and faule from the toppes of the prefent mountaynes. One of thefe 
is named Comoiayxa, whofe courfe is towarde the Weft, and fauleth into the chanell of Naiba. The other is 
cauled Tirecotus: which runnynge towarde the Eafl, ioyneth with the ryuer of lunna. In the Ilande of Creia 
(nowe cauled Candie) as I paffed by in my legacie to the Soldane of Alcayr or Babylon in Egypte, the 
Venetians toulde me that there laye fuche a region in the toppes of the mountaynes of Ida, whiche they afRrme 
to bee more fmtefull of wheate corne then any other region of the Hand. But forafmuch as once the Cretenfes 
rebelled agenfl the Venetians, and by reafon of the (Ireight and narowe way to the toppes therof, longe defended 
the region with armes againft th[e]auctoTitie of the Senate, and at the length beinge forweryed with warres, 
rendered the fame, the Senate commaunded that it fhulde bee lefte defeite, and the ftreightes of th[e]enter- 
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aunces to bee (lopped, lefle any (hiilde afcende to the region without their penniflyon. Yet in the yeare of 
Chrifte M. D. ii. lycence was graunted to the hufband men to tyll and-manure the region, on fuche condition 
thatn fu h 1 h warr myj,h n n o the fame. There is alfo an other region in ^;)^i7nw/(( 
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h he boundes of the prouinces of Vhabo and Caiaho. 

Bu b) f is baren, it is not muche inhabited. Yet is it richefl. in 

id of g Id beginneth here: Info muehe that it is not gathered in 

h pi b s founde hole, maffie, and pure, emonge certaine fofte 

by b kjn h ftones wherof, they folowe the vaynes of goJde. They 

1 yn of g Id s a lyuinge tree; And tliat the fame by all wayes that it- 

by h f pores and paffages of the yearth, putteth foorth branches 

f th not vntyl it difcouer it felfe vnto the open ayer: At 



whiche time, it (heweth foorth certaine bewtifull colours in the fteede of floures, rounde Jlones of golden earth 
in the fteede of frutes, and thynne plates in fteede of leaues. Thefe are they whiche are difparcled throughout 
the hole Ilande by the courfe of the ryuers, eruptions of the fpringes owte of the montaines, and violent faules 
of the fluddes. For they thincke that fuch graines are not engendered where they are gathered : efpecially on 
the dry land: but othenvife in the riuers. They lay that the roote of the golden tree extendeth to the center 
of the earth and there taketh norifhement of increafe. For the deaper that they dygge, they fynd the trunkes 
therof to be fo muche the greater as farre as they rtiaye folowe it for abundaunce of water fpringing in the 
montaines Of the braunches of this tree, they fynde fumme as fmaule as a threde, and other as bygge as a 
minnes f)nger accordjnge to the largeneffe or ftraigbtneffe of the ryftes and clyftes. They haue fumetimes 
chaunced \ pen hole c^ues fufteyned and borne vp as it were with golden pyllars : And this in the wayes by the 
whiche the branrhes ifcende: The whiche beynge fylled with the fubllaunce of the truncke creapynge from 
beneath the branche maketh it felfe waye by whiche it maye paffe owte. It is oftentymes diuided by encoun- 
terjTij,e with fum k}nde of harde ftone. Yet is it in other clyftes noorifiTied by the exhalations and vertue of 
the roote But now perhappes yowe will aike me what plentie of golde is brought from thenfe. Yowe (hall 
therfore \nder(lande that onely owte of Hifpanwla, the fum of foure hundreth and fumtymes fyue hundreth 
tbouftnde dutates of gold is brought yearely into Spayne: as may be gathered by the fy(the portion dewe to 
the kynges Excheker which amounteth to the fum of a hundreth and fourfcore, or fourefcore and ten thoufande 
Cafteilanes af golde and (umtymes more. Wliat is to bee thought of the Ilande of Cuba and San£li lohannis (other- 
wife cauled Burichend) beyng both very ryche in golde, we wyll declare further hereafter. To haue fayde thus 
muche of golde, it ihall fuffyce. We wyll nowe therfore fpeake fumwhat of felte wherwith wee may feafon and referue 
fuche thynges as are bought with golde. In a region of the prouince of Samoa, in the montaynes of Daiagito, 
about tivelue myles didant from the falte lake cauled Cafpius, there are falte bayes in the montaynes in a maner as 
hard as (loones, alfo clearer and whiter then criftall. There are lykewyfe fuche falte bales whiche growe woon- 
derfully in Laktania (now cauled Catalonia) in the territorie of the duke of Cadona the chiefe ruler in that region. 
But fuche as knowe theym bothe, affyrme that thefe of Bainoa are mofte notable. They iaye alfo that this can not 
be clefte without wedges and beatelles of Iron, But that of Zaldana, maye eaflye bee broken as I my felfe haue 
proued. They therfore compare this to fuche (loones as may eafely bee broken : And the other to marble. In the 
prouince of Caizimu, in the regions oi Jguanama, Catacoa, and Gtiariagua, there are fprynges whofe waters are 
of maruelous nature, beynge in the fuperfytial or vppermoofte parte, frefhe: In the myddeft, myxte of felte and 
frefhe: And in the lowed parte, falte and fower. They thincke that the falte water of the fea, iflheweth owte 
foftely, and the frefhe, to fpringe owte of the mountaines. The one fauleth downe and the other ryfeth : and are 
not therfore fo vniuerfally myxt wherby the one may vtterly corrupt th[e]other. If any man laye his eare to the 
grounde neare to any of thefe fpringes, he fhal perceaue the ground there to bee fo hollowe, that the reboundyng 
noyfe of a horfeman comminge may be harde for the fpace of three myles, and a foote man one myle. In the 
lafte region towarde the fouthe named Guaccaiarma, in the lordihyp of Zauana, they (ay there are certeyne 
wyld men whiche lyue in the caues and dennes of the montaynes, contented onely with wilde fruites. Thefe 
men neuer vfed the companye of any other: nor wyll by any meanes becoome tame. They lyue without any 
certaine dwellynge places, and with owte tyllage or culturynge of the grounde, as wee reade of them whiche in 
oulde tyine lyued in the golden age. They fay alfo that thefe men are withowte any certaine language. They 
are fumtymes feene. But owre men haue yet layde handes on none of them. If at any tyme they coome to 
the fyght of men, and perceyue any makynge toward them, they (lye fwifter then a harte. Ye they affyrme them 
to bee fwifter then grehowndes. What one of thefe folytarie wanderers dyd, it is worth the hearyng. So it is 
tliat owr men hauyng granges adioyning nere vnto the thicke wods, certen of them repaired thither in the 
raooneth of September in the yeare. M, D. xiiii. In the meane tyme, one of thefe wylde men came leapynge 
owte of the woodde. And approchynge fumwhat toward them with fmyling countenaunce, foodenly fnatched 
vppe a childe of therfe beynge the foonne of the owner of the graunge, whiche he begotte of a woman of the 
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Ilande. He ranne awaye with the childe, and made lygnes to owre men to folowe hyra. Many folowed afwel 
of owre men as of the naked inhabytantcs, but all in vayne. Thus when the pleafaunt wanderer perceaued that 
the Chriilians ceafed to purfue hym, he lefte the childe in a croffe waye by the whiche the fwyneheardes were 
accudonied to dryue the fwyne to their pafture. Shortly after, a fwynehearde founde the chyld and brought 
liym home to his father yet tormentynge hym felfe for forowe, fuppofynge that wylde man to haue byn one of 
the kynde of the CanibaJes, and that his foonne was nowe deuomred. In the fame Ilande they gather pytche 
whiche fweateth owtc of the rockcs, beynge muche harder and fourer then the pitche of the tree : and is therfore 
more commodious to calke or defende fliyppes ageynfte the ivoormes cauled Bromas, wherof wee haue fpoken 
largely before I his Ihnde alio brj ngeth foorth pitche in tw o kyndes of trees, as in the Pyne tree and an other 
named Copeia I neede not fpeake of the pyne tree, bycaufe it is engendered and knowen in maner euery 
where Lette vs therfore fpeake fumnhit of the Other tree cauled Copeia: Pitche is lykewyfe gathered of it as 
of the pjnc tree althoughe fumme faye thit it is gathered by diftyllyng or droppyng of the woode when 
It IS burnt It IS a (Iraunge thynge to here of the leale thereof: and how neceflary prouifion of nature is 
fliewed in the lime It i^ to be thought that this is the tree in the leaues wherof the Chaldeans (beynge the 
f\ifle fyndcrs ol letters) exprelTed tJieir myndes before the \fe of paper wis knowen This leafe is a fpanne 
m breadth and almod round O^Te men write m them with pymies or ncdks or any fuche inftrumentes 
made of metall or woodde, in miner as well as on paper It is to bee kwyhed at what owre men haue 
ptrfwaded the people of the Ilande as towchynge this leafe The fymple foules beleue that at the com 
mandement of owre men leaues do fpeak and difdofe fecreates. They were brought to this creduhtie 
by this meanes One of owre men dnelhnge m the citie oi Dominka the chiefe of the Ilande dehuered 
to his feruaunte (beyng a man home in the Ilande) certayne rofted connies, (whiche they caule Vitas 
beynge no hjgger then mvfc) wyllynge hym to cane the fame to his frende whiche dwelte further within the 
Ilande This melfenger whether it were that he was therto conflrayned through hunger, or entyfed by appetite, 
deuoured three of the counnies by the waye. He to whome they were fente, writ to his frynde in a leafe howe 
manye he receaued When the mayiler had looked a whyle on the leafe in the prefence of the feruaunt, he 
fayde thus into hjin \h foonne, where is thy faythe? Coulde thy gredye appetyte preuayle fo rauche 
with the as to cauft the to eate the connies commytted to thy fydelytie? The poorc wretchc trembelynge and 
greatlye amafed conteffed liis faute : And therwith defyred his mayiler to tell hym howe he knewe the treweth 
therof This leafe ( ^uod he) whiche thou- browghtefl me, hath toulde me all Then hee fiirther rehearfcd vnto 
hym the houre of his coommynge to his frende, and lykewyfe of his departynge when hee retourned- And thus 
they meryly deceaue thefe feely foules and keepe theym vndet obedyence : In fo muche that they take owre men 
for goddes, at whofe coommaundement leaues doo difclofe fuche thynges as they thyncke moofte hyd and 
fecreate. Bothe the fydes of the leafe receaueth the formes of letters euen as dooeth owre paper. It is thycker 
then double parchement, and meruelous toughe. While it is yet floryfftiynge and newe, it iheweth the letters 
whyte in greene. And when it is drye, it becommeth whyte and harde lyke a table of woodde : but the letters 
wexe yelowe It dooeth not corrupte or putrifye: nor yet loofeth the letters thoughe it bee wettet nor by any 
other meanes excepte it bee bumte. There is an other tree named Xagua: the iuife of whofe foure apple 
beynge of a darke redde coloure, ftayneth and coloureth what foo euer is touched therwith ; And that foo 
fymneiv, thit noowaflhjngecanne take it awaye for the fpace of twentie dayes. When the apple is full ripe, the 
luife looleth that ilrength The apple is eaten, and of good tail. There is aifo an herbe whofe fmoke (as we 
haue reheifcd the like before of a certen woodde) is deadly poifon. On a tyme when the kynges aiTembled 
together and confpired the deftruction of owre men, whereas they durlle not attempte th[e]enterprife by open 
warre, theyr dmife was, pnuilje to lay many bundels of thofe herbes in a certeyne houfe, whiche fliortly after 
they intended to fet on fyer, to th[e]intent that owre men makynge hafle to quenllie the fame, myght take theyr 
death with the fmoke therof But theyr purpofed practyfe bebge betvrayed, th[e]autours of the diuife were 
punyllhed accordyngly Now e (mode holy father) for as much as yowre holyneffe wryteth that what fo euer we 
haue written of the newe woilde, dooth pleafe yowe ryght well, wee wyll reherfe certeyne thynges owte of order, 
but not greatly from owre purpofe. Of the fettynge the rootes oi Maizium, Agis, lucca, Battafas, and fuch other 
beinge theyr common foode, and of th[e]ure of the fame, we haue fpoken fufficiently before. But by what meanes 
they were fyrfte applyed to the commodltie of men, we haue not yet declared. We nowe therefore entende to 
cntreate fumwhat hereof 
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ijHEV faye that the fyrfte inhabitours lyiied contented with the rootes of dates, ai^d 5 

which is an herbe muche lyke viito that which is commonly caiiled Sengrene or Orpin. AKo 
the rootes of Guaiegans, whiche are rounde and greate muche lyke vnto puffes of the earth or 
muflheromes. They did lykewife eate Guaieros, lyke vnto perfeneppes: Cibam lyke nuttes, 
Cabawes and Macoanes, lyke vnto onions, with dyuers other fiiche rootes. They fay that 
after many yeares, a certeyne Boition, that is, a wyfe oulde man, fawe vppon the bankes fyde, 
a bufhe lyke vnto fenel: and tranfplantyng the roote therof, brought it from wyldenes to a 
better kynde, by nooryflhynge it in gardens. This was the begynnynge of Iticca, which at the fyrfte was deadely 
poyfon to all fuche as dyd eate therof rawe. But for as muche as they perceaued it to bee of pleafaunte tafle, 
they determyned many wayes to proue the vfe therof- And at the length founde by experience that beinge fodde 
or fryed, it was lelTe hurtefull: by whiche meanes ■ilfo thej came to the knowledge of the veneme lyinge hyd in 
the iufe of the roote. Thus by dryinge, falt>i ge feafoi ynge and otherwyfe temperynge it, they brought it 
to theyr fine breade which they caule Cazabhi more delecuble and holfome to the rtomacke of manne then 
breade made of wheate, bycaufe it is of eafyer dgeftion The fame is to bee vnderlloode of other rootes and 
the grayne of Maisuim whiche they haue chofei for tlie r chiefe meate amonge the feedes of nature, as we reade 
howe Ceres the doughter of Saturnus, gathered wheate and barley (with fuche other corne as are nowe mod in 
vfe amonge men) in Egypte of certeyne graynes taken owt of the mudde dryuen from the mountaynes of 
Ethiopia by th[e]increafe of the ryuer Nilus, and lefte in the plaine at fuch tyme as Nilus reforted ageyne to 
his chanell. For the which facte, we reade that the antiquitie gaue diuine honour to Ceres, who fyrfl. norifhed 
and increafed fuch chofen feedea There are innumerable kyndes of Ages: the varietie wherof, is knowen by 
theyr leaues and floures. One kynde of thefe, is cauled Guanaguax. This is wbyte boothe within and without 
An other named Guaraguei is of vyolet colour without and white within. The other kyndes of Ages, they caul 
Zamtiews. Thefe are redde without and whyte within. Squiuetes, are whyte within and without. Tunna, is all 
together of vyolet coloure. Hobos is yelowe booth of fkynne and inner fiibftance. There is an other named 
Atibunieix : The fkynne of this is of violet colour, and the fubftance whyte. Aniguamar, hath his (kynne alfo of 
vyolet coloure, and is whyte withiiL Guaccaracea, hath a whyte Ikynne, and the fubftance of vyolet colour. There 
are many other which are not yet brought to vs. But I feare me leaft in the rehearfall of thefe, I fhal prouoke 
the fpurres of malicious perfons ageynft me which wyU fcorne thefe owr doinges for that we haue wrytten of 
many fuch fmaule thinges to a prince occupyed in fuche weyghty affayres, as vnto yowre holynes vppon whofe 
fhulders refleth the burthen of the hole Chriflian worlde. But I wolde alke of thefe malycious enuyers of 
other mens trauayles, whether Plinie and fuch other fajnous wryters, when they dyrected and dedicated fuch 
thinges to kynges and princes, entended only to profyte them to whom they confecrated the frute of theyr 
knowleage. They fumtymes intermyxte famous thynges with obfcure thynges, lyght with heauie, and greate with 
fmauie, that by the foortheraunce of princes, theyr vniuerfall pofteritie myght enioye the fruition of the know- 
leage of thyng K 1 tymes alfo, beinge intent about particular thinges, and defyrous of newe thynges, 
they occupy d hen f 1 iu the fearchinge of particular tractes and coalles, with fuche thynges as nature 
brought foor h n h f n e by this meanes to coome the better to more abfolute and vniuerfal knowleage. Let 
theym therefo e on emne owre doinge: And wee wyll laugh to fcorne, not theyr ignoraunce and flothfiilnes, 
but pemicio uno fne And therewith hauynge pitie of theyr frowarde difpofitions, wyll commit theim to the 
venemous fe p n s of horn enuie tooke his fyrll originall. It Ihall in the meane tyme abundantly contente 
vs that thefe thynges do pleafe yowre holynes: And that yowe doo not difpife oivre fimple vellures wherwith 
we haue only weaued togyther and not adoumed, gathered and not defcribed fuch maruelous thynges in the 
gamyfhynge wherof, nature hath fufiiciently (hewed her cunnynge. Owre defyre is none other but herein for 
yowre fake to doo owre endeuoure that thefe thynges maye not peryfhe. Let euery man take hereof what 
lyketh hym bell. Of the fheepe or bullocke foulde in the market, notliynge remayneth in the euenynge, bycaufe 
the (hulder pleafeth one, the legge an other, and the necke an other. Ye, fume haue mofl phantafie to the 
bowels, and fume to the feete. Thus hauynge enough wandered, lette vs retume to owre purpofe and declare 
with what woordes they falute the kynges chyldren when they are fyrfl, borne: or howe they apply the begyn- 
nyng of theyr lyues to the end : And why their kynges are cauled by many names. Therfore when the kynge 
hath a fonne borne, fuch as dwel neare about his pallaice or vyllage, repayre to the queenes chamber, where 
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one faluteth the newe borne chylde with one name, and an other with an other name. God faue the 
thowe (hyninge lampe fayth one: An other cauleth him bryght and cleare. Siime name him the 
victourer of his enemies; and other fume, the puiffaunt conquerour defcended of bludde ro}all, and 
bryghter then gold, mth dyuers other fiiche vayne names. Therfore lyke as euery of the Romane emperours 
was canled Adiabenkus, Parilikus, Armeiiims Daciats, Gothuus, and Germamcus, accordynge £0 the titles 
of theyr parentes and aunceilours, euen fo by th[e]impofitioii of names inuented by Other kynges, B^uchian 
Anaca\ii\choa the lord of the region of Xaragua (of whome and of the wyfe woman Anachaona his fjUcr, 
we haue fpoken largely in the fyrfle Decade) ^vas cauled by all thefe names folowynge: Tureigua Hobin: 
whiche is as muche to faye, as, a kynge (hynynge as bryght as laton. Starei, that is, brjghte : Ifuilic, 
hyghnefle: Duiheyneqvm, a ryche fludde. With all thefe names and more then fortye other fuche, dooeth 
kynge Beuchius magnifye hym felfe as often as he commaundeth any thynge to bee doone or caufeth any 
proclamation to bee made in his name. If the cryer by neglygence leaue owte any of thefe names, the king 
thynketh it to founde greatly to his contumely and reproche. The lyke is alfo of other. Howe fondely they 
vfe them felues in makynge their teftamentes, we wyll nowe declare. They leaue th[e]inheritaunce of their 
kyngedomes to th[e]eldell foonnes of their eldell fyflers. If Ihee fayle, to th[e]e!deil of the feconde fyfter and 
fo of the thirde if the fecond alfo faile. For they are owte of doubte that thofe children coome of their bludde. 
But the children of their owne wyues, they counte to bee not legitimate. If there remayne none of their fyilcrs 
children, they leaue th[e]iiiheritamice to their broothers. And if they faile, it defcendeth to their owne foonnes. 
Lafte of all, if al thefe faile, they aflygne it to the woorthiefl, as to hym that is of greatefl power in all the Uande, 
that he may defcnde their fubiectes from their auncient enemyes. They take as many wyues as them lyfleth. 
They fuffer the beft beloued of the kynges wyues, and concubynes to bee buryed with hym. Anachaona the 
fyfler oi Seuchius the kyng of Karagua, being a woman of fuche wifedome and cunnynge that in makynge of 
rhymes and balettes Ihee was counted a prophetiffe emonge the befle, commaunded, that emonge all the wyues 
and concubynes of the kinge her brother, the fayrerefl (whofe name was Guanahattabenediiiia) rtiulde be buried 
alyue with him, and two of her waytyng maydes with her. Shee woolde alfo haue appointed dyuers other to 
that offyce, if fhee had not byn otherwife perfwaded by the prayers of certeyne fryers of faincte Fraunces order 
whiche chaunced then to bee prefente. They faye that this Guanahaitaimechina had none in all the Hand 
comparable to her in bewtie. She buried with her all her iewelles and twentie of her bed omamentes. Their 
cuHome is, to place befyde euery of them in their fepultures, a cuppe full of water and a portion of the fyne breade 
of Cazabbi. In Xaragua, the regyon of this kynge Beuchius, and in Ilazita, parte of the regyon of Caiabo, aJfo 
in the fayre vale of lalte and frefhe lakes, and lykewife m the region of Yaquim in the prouynce of Bainoa, it 
rayneth but feldome. In al thefe regyons are foffes or trenches made of oulde tyme, wherby they conueye the 
waters in order to water their fyeldes, with no leffe arte then doo tli[e]inhabitours of newe Carthage, and of the 
kyngedome of Murcien in Spartarta for the feldoome faule of rayne. The region oi Maguana, deuydeth the 
prouynce of Bainoa from Caiabo, and Zauaiia from Guaccaiarima. In the deepe vales, they are troubled with 
raine more often then nedeth. Alfo the confynes of the chiefe citie named iaincte Dominike are moiller then 
is neceffary. In other places, it rayneth moderately. There are therfore in the Ilande of Hifpaniola, dyuers 
and variable motions of the elementes, as we reade the lyke of manye other regions. Of their colonies or 
mantions which the Spaniardes haue erected in this Ilande we haue fpoken futfycientelye beefore. They haue 
fence that tyme buylded thefe vylkges: Partus Platce, Porltis Regalis, Lares, Villanoua, Azuam, and Salmlerra. 
Hauynge (ayde thus muche of the Ilande of Hifpaniola the moother and ladye of the Other llandes, and as it 
were Tcthys the mofte bewtifull wyfe diNepUmtts the god of the fea, let vs nowe entreate fumwhat of her Nymphes 
and faire Nereides whiche waite vppon her and adoume her on euery fyde. Wee wyll therfore begynne at the 
neareft cauled the newe Ardhufa, foo named of the fontayne ^rrf/i/y^i in the Ilaiide of Sicilie. This is famous 
by reafon of a fprynge : but otherwyfe vnprofytable. Owre men named it of late, Duas Arbores, bycaufe it hath 
onely twoo trees groynge in it: nere vnto the whiche is a fountaine that commeth from the Ilande qI Hifpaniola 
throughe the fecreate paflages of the earth vnder the fea, and breaketh foorth in this Ilande, as the ryuer 
Alpheus in Adtaia runneth vnder the fea from the citie of Elide, and breaketh foorth in the Ilande of Sicilie in 
the fountayne Arethufa. That the fountayne of this newe Arethufa hath his original from the Ilande of 
Hifpaniola, it is manifefl hereby, that the water iflhewynge owte of the fountayne, bryngeth with it the 
leaues of many trees whiche growe in Hifpaniola, and not in this Ilande. They faye that the fountayne 
hath his originall from the ryner Yiamiroa in the region of Guaccaiarima confynynge with the land of Zauana 
This Ilande is not palle a myle in circuite, and commodious for fyliher men. Directly towarde the Eafte {as it 
were the porter kepynge the enterie to Tetliys) lyeth the Ilande of San&i lohannts (otherwyfe cauled Burichena) 
wherof wee haue fpoken largely before. This aboundeth with golde: and in fruitefull foile, is equall with her 
mother Hifpaniola. In this are many colonies or manfions of Spaniardes, whiche applye them felues to 
gatherynge of golde. Towarde the weft on the Northe fyde, great Cuba (for the longeneiTe therof, longe 
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fuppofed to be the continent or fyrme lande) wardeth owre Tethys on the backe halfe. This is muche longer 
then Hifpanhla: And from the Eatle to the Wefte, is diuyded in the myddefl with tlie circle cauled Tropkiis 
Cancri. Hifpanhla and the other lyinge on the South fyde of this, are included almoft in the mydde fpace 
betwene the fayde Tropyke and the Equinoctiall lyne, whiche many of the oulde writers fuppofed to bee 
vnhabitable and defert by reafon of the feruent heate of the foonne in that clyme as they coniectured. But 
they were deceaued in their opinion They atTyrme that rytcher golde mynes are founde in Cuba then in 
Hifpaniola. They faye alfo that euen nowe while I wryte thefe thynges, there is golde gathered together ready 
to the mehyng, amountynge to the quantitie of a hundreth and fourefcore thoufande Caftellans of gold, an 
argument furely of great rycheffe. Jamaica is more towarde the Southe then thefe: And is a pleafaunte and 
fruitefull Ilande, of foyle apte for come, graffes, a.nd fettes, it confyileth of onely one mountayne. Th[e]inhabi- 
tauntes are warrelyke men and of good wytte. Colonus compared it to Sicilie in bygneffe. They whiche of 
late fearched it more exactely, laye that it is fumwhat leffe; but not muche. It is thought to be ivithout gold 
and precious ftoones, as the like was fuppofed of Cuba at the begynnynge. The Ilande of Guadalupea (fyrfte 
named Caraqueira) lyinge on the Southe fyde of Hifpaniola, is foure degrees nearer the Equinoctiall. It is 
eaten and indented with two goulfes (as wee reade of great Britanye nowe cauled Englande, and Caledonia 
nowe cauled Scotlande) beinge in maner two Ilandes. It hath famous portes. In this they founde that gumme 
whiche the Apothecaries caule Animiz Album, whofe fume is holfome ageynfl. reumes and heauyneffe of the 
heade. The tree whiche engendereth this gumme, beareth a fruite muche lyke to a date, beinge a fpanne in 
length. When it is opened, it feemeth to conteyne a certayne fweete meale. As owre hu(bande men are 
acoiftomed to referue cheflenuttes and fuche other harde fniites all the wynter, foo do they the dates of this 
tree, beynge muche lyke vnto a fygge tree. They founde abb in this Ilande, Pyne trees of the beile kynde, 
and fuche other deyntie dyflhes of nature, wherof wee haue fpoken largely before. Ye, they thjmcke that 
th[e]inhabitauntes of other Ilandes, had their feedes of foo many pleafaunt frutes from henfe. For the Cani- 
bales beinge a wylde and wanderynge people, and ouer ninnynge all the countreys iboute them to hunte for 
mannes flelhe, were accuilomed to biynge home with them what fo euer they founde flnunge or profytable in 
any place. They are intractable, and wyll admytte no ilraungiers. It fha!l therfoie bee needcfull to ouercoome 
them with great poure. For as well the women as men, are experte archiers ind \fe to mueneme their 
arrowes. When the men go foorthe of the lande a man huntynge, the women manfully defende their coalles 
ageynfl fuche as attempte to inuade the fame. And hereby I fuppofe it was thought that theie were Ilandes 
in the Ocean, inhabited onely with women, as Colonus the admirall hym felfe perfwaded me, as I haue fayde in 
the fyrfte decade. This Ilande hath alfo fhitefull mountaynes and playnes, and notable rjuers It nourylfheth 
honye in trees, and in the caues of rockes, as in Falma one of the Ilandes of Canatie honye is gathered emong 
the briers and bramble bufllies. Aboute. xviii. myles Eafteward from this Iland, lieth an Hand which owr men 
named Defiderata, beynge. xx. myles in circuite and verye fayre. Alfo aboute ten myles from Guadalupea 
towarde the Southe, lyeth the Ilande of Galanta, beynge thirtie myles in circuite and playne. It was fo named 
for the neatenefife and bewtifulnes therof. Nyne myles diflant from Guadalupea toward the Eall, there are fyxe 
fmaule Ilandes named Todos Sandos or Barbaia. Thefe are full of rockes and barren : Yet neceifarye to bee 
knowen to fuche as vfe to trauayle the feas of thefe coafles. Ageyne, from Guadalupea. xxxv. myles towarde 
the Northe, there is an Ilande named Moiiffirralus, conteynynge in circuite fortye myles, hauynge alfo in it a 
mountayne of notable heyght The Ilande turned Antigua, diilante from Guadalupea thirtie myles, is aboute 
fortye myles in circuite. Diggus Colonus the foonne and heyre of Chrijlopker Colonus, tould me that his wyfe 
(whome he lefte in the Ilande of Hifpaniola at his comming into Spaine to the courte) did write vnto hym, that 
of late emonge the Ilandes of the Canibales, there is one founde whiche aboundeth with golde. On the lefte 
fyde of Hifpaniola towarde the Southe, neare vnto the hauen Beata, there lyeth an ' ..de named Partus Bellus. 
They tell maruelous thynges of the monflers of the fea aboute this Ilande, and -ipecially of the tortoyfes. For 
they faye that they are bygger then greate rounde targettes. At fuche tyme as the heate of nature moueth 
theym too generation, they coome foorthe of the fea: And makynge a deepe pytte in the fande, they laye three 
or foure hundreth egges therin. When they haue thus emptied their bagge of conception, they putte as muche 
of the lande ageyne into the pytte, as maye futfyce to couer the egges; And foo reforte ageyne to the fea, 
nothynge carefuU of their fucceffyon. At the daye appoynted of nature to the procreation of thefe bealles, 
there creapeth owte a multitude of tortoyfes, as it were pyffemares fwarmynge owte of an ante hyll; And this 
onely by the heate of the foonne withowte any helpe of their parentes. They (aye that their egges are in 
maner as bygge as geefe egges. They alfo coompare the fleihe of thefe tortoyfes, to be equall with veale in 
tafte. There are befyde thefe, innumerable Ilandes the whiche they haue not yet fearched : nor yet is it greatly 
neceffarye to fyfte this meale fo fynely. It maye fuffyce to vnderilond that there are large landes and many 
regyons whiche ftial hereafter receaue owre nations, tounges, and maners : and therwith embrafe owre relygion, 
The Troyans dydde not foodenly replenylhe Afia, the Tyrians Libia, nor the Greekes and Phoenices Spaj-ne. 
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As touchynge the Ilandes which lye on the north fyde of Hifpankla, I haue let paffe to fpeake. For 
albeit they are commodious for tyllage and fyflhynge, yet are they lefte of the Spaiiyardes as poore and of 
fmaule value. We wyll nowe therefore take owre leaue of this owlde Tethis with her moyft ad a e v 
Nymphes: And receaue to owre newe acquaintance the bewetifull ladye of the South fea rychely c o ed h 
great pearles, the Ilande oi Dites beinge ryche both in name and in treafure. In my epiftell booke vhi he I 
fente vnto yowre holynes this laft yeare, I declared howe Vafchus Nuiinez Balboa the capitayne of hen 1 1 e 
paffed ouer the daungerous mountaynes to\rarde the South fea, learned by report that in the profj of hofe 
coaftes there laye an Ilande aboundynge ivith pearles of the greateft forte: And that the kynge therof s y 1 e 
and of great power, infeftynge ivith warres the other kynges his bortherers, and efpecially Cfnapes and 
Tumacchiis. We declared further howe at that tyme it was lefte vntouched by reafon of the ragynge tempelles 
whiche troubled that South fea three moonethes in the yeare. But it is nowe better kno wen to owre men, who 
haue nowe alfo brought that tierce kynge to humanitie: and conuerted hym from a cruell tyger to one of the 
nieeke (heepe of Chriftes flocke fanctifyed with the water of baptifme with all his famelie and kyngedome. It 
Ihall not therefore bee from owTe purpofe to declare by the gouernaunce of what capitaines or by what meaiies 
thefe thynges were fo happely atchyued. 
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jlT the arryuall of Fdrus Arias the newe gouemoux of Darieiia, he gaue commaundment that 
one Gafpar Moralis fliuld take in hande th[e]expedition to the Ilande ol Dites. He there- 
fore tooke his vyage fyrfl to Chiapes and JUmacckus kynges of the South, whom Vafchus 
beefore had concylcd and left fryndes to the Chriflians. They frendely and magnifycally 
cnterteyned owr men who prepared them a ruuie of the kynges boates to paffe ouer into this 
Ilande, which they caule hiies and not Margarita or Margarilea, although it abounde with 
pearles which in the latin tonge are cauled Margaritce. For the fyrft cauled an other 
by this name, which lyeth next to the mouth of Os Dmconis in the region of Parki, in the which alfo 
is founde greate plentie of pearles. Gafpar brought with hym onely threefcore armed men to the Ilande, 
for that he coulde conuey ouer no greater number by reafon of the fmauknes and narownes of theyr boates 
or batkes which they caule Cukhas, made of one hole piece of tymber as we haue fayde before. The 
kynge of the Ilande came foorth ageinft them fiercely with cruell and threatenynge countenaunce, and with 
a great bande of armed men crj-inge in maner of a larome and in token of the battayle, Guazzauara, Guazzaxiara, 
which is as much to faye as, battayle ageynft the enemie: And is as it weare a watch worde to giue th[e]onfet, 
wherwith alfo they threwe theyr dartes. For they haue not th[e]ufe of bowes. They were fo obftinate and 
defperate that they aflayled owre men with foure Guazzauaras^ that is, battayles. At the length owre men with 
certeyne of Chiapes and Tiimacckus men (being eoulde enemies to this kynge of the Ilande) gotte the vpper 
hande by reafon they aflayled the kynge foodenly and vnwares, Yet was he determyned to affcmble a greater 
power, and once ageyne to attempt the fortune of warre, but that he was other;vyfe perfuaded by the kinges his 
bortherers which counfayled him to gyue ouer and fubmyt hym felfe: fumtyme by th[e]exemple of them felues 
and other threatenynge the defbiiction of his flooiyihynge kyngedome: And otherwhyles declatynge vnto hym 
the humanitie and gentelnes of owre men, by whofe frendfhip he might obteyne honoure and quyetnes to hym 
and his: wyllyng hym furthermore to confider what chaunced vnto them which the yeare before refyiled and 
aduentured the hafarde of the battayle as dyd thefe kynges, Poncha, Pocchorrofa^ Quarequa, Chiapes, and 
Tumaccus with fuch other. By thefe perfuafions, the king fubmytted hym felfe and came freendely to owre men 
whom he conducted to his palaice which they fay to be marueloufiy adoumed and princelyke. As foone as they 
entered into the pallaice, he brought foorth a balket of curious woorkemanfhyp and full of pearles which he 
gaue them. The fumme of thefe pearles amounted to the weyght of a hundreth and ten poundes after, viii. 
vnces to the pounde. Beinge ageyne rewarded of owre men with fuch tryfles as they brought with them of 
purpofe, as garlandes of Chriftall and glaffe and other counterfet flones of dyuers colours, with lookyng glaffes 
alfo and laton belles, and efpecially tivo or three Iren hatchets {which they more eflerae tlien great heapes of 
gold) he thought hym felfe abundantly recompenfed. They laughe owre men to fcorne that they -vvyll departe 
with fo great and neceffarie a thyng for any fumrae of golde : affyrmynge an axe or hatchet to bee profytable for 
manye vfes of men : and that golde ferueth onely for wanton pleafures, and not to be greatly necedkry. Beynge 
therfore ioyfull and gladde of the frendefhyppe of owre men, he tooke the capitaine by the hand and brought 
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him with certeine of his familiars to the highefl. towre of his palaice, from whenfe they myght profpecte the 
mayne fea. Then caftyng his eyes about hym on euery fide, and lookynge towarde the Eaile, he fayde vnto 
them. Beholde here lyeth open before yowe the infynite fea extended beyond the foonne beames. Then 
tournyng hym toward the Southe and Wefte, he fygnyfied vnto them that the lande which laye before then eyes, the 
toppes of whofe great montaynes they myght fee, was exceadynge lai^e. Then coommynge fumwhat nearer, he 
iayde: Beholde thefe Ilandes on the ryght hande and on the lefte, wliiche all obeye vnto owre empyre, and are 
ryche, happye, and bleifed, if yowe caule thofe landes bleffed whiche abounde with golde and perle[s]. Wee haue 
in this Ilande lyttle plentie of golde : But the deepe places of all the feas aboute thefe Ilandes, are full of perles : 
wherof yowe ihall receaue of me as many as yow wyU requyre, fo that ye perfyfte in the bonde of frendefhyppe 
whiche yowe haue begunne. I greatly defyre yowre frendefliyppe, and woolde gladlye haue the fruition of 
yowre thynges, whiche I fette muche more by then myllyons of perles, Yowe Ihall therfore haue no caufe to 
doubte of any vnfaythfulneffe or breache of frendefliyppe on my behalfe. Owre men gaue hym lyke frendly 
woordes : and encouraged hym with many fayre promyffes to doo as he had fayde. When owre men were nowe 
in a redyneffe to departe, they couenaunted with hym to paye yearely to the greate kynge of Cafl.yle a hundreth 
pounde weyghte of perles. He gladlye agreed to then- requeft, and tooke it for no great thyng : nor yet thought 
hym felfe any whitte the more to becoome tributarie. With this kynge they founde fuche plentie of hartes and 
Connies, that owre men llondynge in their houfes myght kyll as manye as them lyile with their arrowes. They 
lyue heare verye plea&undy, hauynge greate plentie of al thynges neceflary. This Ilande is fcarfely fyxe 
degrees diflant from the Equinoctiall lyne. They haue the lame maner of breads made of rootes and 
the graine of Maiztum, and wyne made of feedes and fruites, euen as they haue in the region of Comogra and 
in other places afwell in the Ilandes as in the firme lande. This kynge is nowe baptifed with all his familye 
and fubiectes. His defyre was at his baptifme, to bee named Petrus Arias after the name of the gouemour. 
When owre men departed, he accompanied them to the fea fyde and furnyflhed them with boates to retoume 
to the continent. Owre men diuided the pedes emonge them, referuyng the fyfle portion to be delyuered to 
th[e]offycers of the kynges Excheker in thofe partes. They iaye that thefe perles were maruelous precious, 
faire, oriente, and exceadynge bygge: In fo muche that they broughte manye with theym bygger then hafell 
nuttes. Of what price and value they myghte bee, I confyder by one perle the which Paulus prediceffour to 
yowre holines, bowght at the fecond hand of a marchant of Venece for foure and forty thouiande ducates. Yet 
emonge thofe whiche were brought from this Ilande, there was one bought euen in Dariena for a thouiande and 
two hundreth Caftelans of golde. This was almoft as bygge as a meane walnutte: And came at the length to 
the handes oi Fetrus Arias the gouemoure, who gaue it to that noble and iaithefull woman his wyfe, of whofe 
maner of departure with her hufbande, wee haue made mention before. Wee mufle then needes thinke that 
this was verye precious which was bowght fo deare emonge fuche a multitude of perles where they were not 
bought by one at once, but by poundes and at the leafl. by ounces. It is alfo to be thought that the Venecian 
marchaunte boughte his for no great fum of mony in the Eail parts. But he fould it the dearer for that he 
chaunced to lyue in thofe lafciuious and wanton dayes when men were gyuen to fuche nyfe and fuperfiuous 
pleafures, and mette with a marchaunt for his purpofe. But lette vs nowe fpeake fumwhat of the flielfyflhes in 
the whiche perles are engendered. It is not vnknpwen to yowre holyneffe, that Arifl-otell, and Plinie his 
folower, were of dyuers opinions as concemynge the generation of perles. But thefe Indians and owre men, 
reft onely in one aifertion, not affentyng to them in any other: as eyther that they wander in the fea, or that 
they moue at anye tyme after they are borne. They wyll therfore that there bee certayne greene places as it 
were medowes in the bottome of the fea, bryngynge foorthe an herbe muche lyke vnto thyme, and affyrrae that 
they haue feene the tame: And that they are engendered, noryfihed, and growe therin, as wee fee th[e]increafe 
and fucceflion of oyfters to growe aboute them felues. A\fo that thefe fyflhes delyteth not in the conuerlation 
ot coompanye of the fea dogges : Nor yet to bee contented with onely one, twoo, or three, or at the mofte 
foure pearles : Affyrmyng that in the fyffliynge places of the kynge of this Ilande, there was founde a hundreth 
pearles in one fyftie, the whiche Gafpar Moralis the capitayne hym felfe, and his coompanions, diligently 
numbered. For it pleafed the kynge at then beynge there and in their prefence, to commaund his diuers to 
go a fyflhynge for thofe kynde of fyflhes. They compare the matrices of thefe fyflhes, to the places of concep- 
tion in hennes, in the whiche their egges are engendered in great multitudes and clufters : And beleue that 
thefe fyflTies brynge foorth their byrth in lyke maner. For the better profe wherof, they faye that they founde 
certaine pearles coommynge foorthe of their matreces, as beynge nowe coome to the tyme of their full rypenefle, 
and moued by nature to coome owte of their moothers wombe openynge it felfe in tyme conuenient. Lykewife 
that within a while after, they lawe other fuccede in lyke maner. So that to conclude, they sawe fum coom- 
mynge foorthe, and other fumme yet abydmge the tyme of their perfection : whiche beyng complete, they 
alfo became loofe and opened the matrice. They perceaued the pearles to bee inclofed in the myddeft of 
their bellies, there to be norifllied and increafe as an infante fuckynge his moothers pappes within her wombe, 
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before hee raoue to coome foorthe of her priuye places. And if it chaunce any of thefe ilielfyfflies to be founde 
fcatered in the fande of the fea (as I my felfe haue feene oyllers difparcled on the (hores in diners places of the 
Ocean) they affyrme that they haue byn violently dryuen thither from the bottome of the fea by force of 
tempertes, and not to hane wandered thither of them felues. But, that they becoome white by the cleareneffe 
of the mornynge dewe, or waxe yelowe in troubled wether, or othenvyfe that they feeme to reioyce in faire 
wether and cleare ayer, or contrary wyfe to bee as it were aftoniffhed and dymme in thunder and tem- 
peftes, with Juche other, the perfecte knowledge hereof is not to bee looked for at the handes of thefe 
vnlearned men whiche handell the matter but groffely, and enquire no further then occafyon ferueth. Yet do 
they affyrme by th[e]experience and induflrie of the dyuers, that the greateft pearles lye in the deepefl. places, 
they of the meane forte hygher, and the lead hyghefl of all and nearer to the brymme of the water. And faye 
therfore that the greatefl do not wander; but that they are created, nouryflhed, and increafe in the deepeil 
places of the fea, whether fewe, dyuers, and that but feeldome dare aduenture to diue fo deepe to gather them, 
afwel for feare of the fea crabbes whiche wander emonge thefe perle fyfhes to feede of them, and for feare of 
other monllers of the fea, as alfo lefle their brethe (huld fayle them into long remayninge in the water. And 
this they laye to bee the caufe why the owldefl and therfore byggeil fea raufcles, inhabyte the deepeil places 
from whenfe they are not lyghtly moued by tempelles. Furthermore, howe muche the bygger and oulder thefe 
fyfhes are, they fay that in their larger matrices, the greater number and bygger pearles are founde ; And that 
for this caufe, there are fewer founde of the byggeil forte. They thyncke alfo, that when they fyrlle faule from 
their fyflhes in the deepe places, they are deuoured of other fyflhes, bycaufe they are not yet harde. Ageyne, 
the fmauleft differ from the byggeil in a certayne fwellynge or impoilumation whiche the Spaniardes caule a 
tyrapane. For they denye that to be a pearle which in oulde mufcles cleaueth fail to the ihel: But that it is a 
warte, whiche beynge rafed from the ihell with a fyle, is rounde and bryght but onely of one fyde, and not 
precious, beynge rather of the nature of the fyihe it felfe, then of a pearle. They confeffe that they haue feene 
certayne of thefe mufcles cleauynge on rockes: Yet thefe but fewe, and nothynge woorthe. It is alfo to bee 
thought that the pearle fyillies or fea mufcles whiche are founde in India, Arabic, the redde fea, or Taprobana, 
are ruled in fuche order as the afore named famous autours haue written. For their opinion herein is not vtterly 
to bee leiected, forafmuche as they were learned men and trauayled longe in the ferchynge of thefe thynges. 
But wee haue nowe fpoken fuifyciently of thefe fea fyflhes and of their egges which the fonde nyfenes and 
wantonneffe of men haue made dearer then the egges of bennes or geefe. Lette vs therfore entreate fumwhat 
of other particular thynges whiche are coome to owre knowledge of late. We haue elles where laigely defcribed 
the mouthes of the goulfe of Vraba, with fundrye and variable regions diuided with the manyfolde goulfes of 
that fe'i But as concemynge the Weil coailes in the whiche owre men haue buylded houfes and planted their 
habitations on the bankes of Dariina, I haue no newe matter to write. Yet as toudiiiig the Eail partes of the 
goulfe, I haue learned as foloweth. They faye that the vnyuerfal lande of the Eail region of the goulfe from 
the corner therof farre reachynge into the fea, and from the extreame or vtter molle mouthe of the fame 
receauynge the waters of the fea whiche faule into it, euen vnto Os Draconh and Paria, is by one generall name 
cauled Cai ibana, of the Caribes or Canibales whiche are founde in euery regyon in this tracte. But from whenfe 
they had their particular originall, and howe leauynge their natiue foyle, they haue fpredde their generation fo 
leCarataies. ^^^^ jyj^g ^ pefl,iferous contagioM, we wyll nowe declare. Therfore from the fyrile fronte reachynge foorth into 

the fea (in whofe tracte we faid that Fogeda failened his foote) toward the comer, about nyne myles didant, 
Thu vyLagcs uf there 1) eth 4, vy llage of Caribana named Futeraca. Three myles diilant from this, is the vyllage of Vraba, of the 

whiche It IS thoughte that the hole goulfe tooke his name, bycaufe this vyllage was once the heade of the 
kyngedome Aboute fyxe myles from this, is Feti. Nyne myles from Feti, is Zerema: And about twelue myles 
from this, Sotache Owre men founde all thefe vyllages full of people, all the whiche gyue them felues onely to 
manhuntynge In fo muche that if they lacke enemyes ageynft whom they maye keepe warre, they excerife 
crueitie ageynil them felues, and eyther fleye one the other, or elles dryue the vanquyilhed to ilyghte. Whereby 
it is apparante that by thefe their continuall warres, and dryuynge the one the other owte of theit countreis, 
this infection hath gonne fo farre not onelye on the fyrme lande, but alfo into the Ilandes. I was alfo aduertifed 
of an other thynge the whiche to my iudgement, feemeth woorthye to bee putte in memorye. 

One Corrales a iudge in caufes of lawe amonge the Spanyardes of Darima, fayth that on a tyme walkyng 
abrode with his booke in his hande, he met by the waye with a fugityue which had fledde from the great landes 
lyinge farre toward the wefte, and remayned here with a Kynge wyth whom he was enterteyned. When this 
man perceaued the lawier lookynge on his booke, marueylynge thereat, he came runninge vnto him, and by 
interpretours of the kynge whom he ferued, fpake thus vnto him: Haue yowe alfo bookes wherin yovte may 
referue thynges in perpetual memorye? And letters wherby yowe maye declare yowre mynde to fuche as are 
abfent? And herewith defyred that the booke might bee opened vnto hym, fuppofyng that he ihulde therein 
haue founde the letters of his owne countrey. But when he fawe theim vnlyke, he layde further that in his 
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countrey there were cities fortified with waiiles and goueriied bj' lan-es: and tliat the people alfo vfed apparell. 
Eut of what rehgion they were, I dyd not leame. Yet had owre men knowleage both by the woordes and 
ligiies of this fugitiue, that they were circumcifed. What tiowe thinke yowe hereby (moH holy lather) Or 
what do yowe diuine may come hereof when tyme Ihall fubdue al thefe vnder yowre throne? Let vs nowe 
entermyngle certeyne fmaule thynges amoi^e thefe great matters. I haue not thought good to pretermitte that 
which chaunced to lohannes Solyfius, who, to fearche the South fyde of the fuppofed continent, departed with 
three fhippes from porte loppa (not fane diftante from the Ilandes of Gades or Cales in the Ocean) the fourth 
day of the Ides of September in the yeaie. M. D. xv. Or what fucceffe lohannes Pontius had, whom the newe 
gouemour Petnts Arias appoynted to vanquiflie and dellroy the Caribes or Canibales, deuouiers of mans flefhe. 
Alfo to what ende the vyages of the other capitaynes came, whiche were fent foorth dyuers wayes at the fame 
tyme : As Gonzalus Badaiocius, Francifcus Bezerra, and Valkius. lohannes Solicius tooke the matter in hande in 
an euyll houre. He fayled beyonde the poynt of laynt Augnlline, (which they cauie Cabo. S. Augujiint) toward 
the South fyde of the fuppofed continent beyonde the Eqninoctiall lyne. For (as we haue fayde before) that 
poynt reacheth Southwarde to the feuenth degree of the South pole cauled the Antartike. He proceaded in 
that viage fyxe htindreth leagues: And founde the lande from the poynte to extende fo farre towarde the South 
beyonde the Equinoctiall, that he came to the thirtie degree of the South pole. As he fayled thtis forwarde, 
hauynge nowe on his backe halfe the (larres named Caput Draconis, (that is, the dragons heade) and the regions 
oi Paria lyinge northwarde frome hym, and profpectynge towarde the pole Artyke, he chaunced to faule into 
the handes of the fylthye Canibales. For thefe craftie foxes feemed to make fignes of peace, when in theyr 
mindes they conceaued a hope of a daintie banquet: And efpying their enemies a farre of, beganne to fwalowe 
theyr fpettle as their mouthes watered for greedines of theyr pray. As vnhappye Solyfius defcended with as 
many of his coompanie as coidde enter into the boate of the byggeil (hippe, foodenly a great multytude of 
th[e]inhabitantes burlle foorth vppon them, and ilew them euery man with clubbes, euen in the fyght of theyr 
felowes. They caried away the boate, and in a moment broke it al to fytters. Not one man efcaped. Theyr 
furye not thus fatiified, they cutte the flayne men in pieces euen vppon the fliore where theyr felowes might 
beholde this horrible fpectacle from the fea. But they being (Iryken with feare through this exemple, durft not 
coome foorth of theyr fhyppes, or diuife howe to reuenge the death of theyr Capitaine and coompanyons. They 
departed therefore from thefe vnfortunate coaftes: And by the waye ladynge theyr Ihippes with brafell returned 
home ageyne with loffe and heauie chere. Of thefe thynges I was aduertyfed of late by theyr owne letters. 
What they haue els doone, I ihal haue more particular knowleage hereafter. Johannes Pontius was alfo repuKed 
by the Canibales in the Ilande of Guadalupea beinge one of the chiefe Ilandes of theyr habitacion. For when 
they fawe owre men a farre of on the fea, they ley in ambufhe foodenly to inuade them when they fhulde 
coome alande. Owre men fent foorth a fewe foote men and with them theyr laundreifes to wafihe theyr 
ihertes and Iheetes. For from the Ilande of Ferrea beinge one of the Ilandes of Canarie (euen vnto 
this Ilande, for the fpace of foure thoufande and twoo hundreth myles) they had feene no lande where 
they myght fynde any frefihe water: for as muche as in all this lai^e fpace, tlie Ocean is without Ilandes. 
At theyr commynge therfore to lande, the Canibales affayled them, caried awaye the women, and put 
the men to fuche diflreffe that fewe of them efcaped. By reafon wherof, Pontius being greately difcomfited, 
durfte not inuade the Canibales, fearynge theyr venemed arrowes which thefe naked manhunters can direct moll 
certenly. Thus good Pontius faylyng of his purpofe, was fayne to gyue ouer the Canibales, whome (beinge fafe 
and vnder the houfe roufe) he threatened to vanquyihe and dellroy. Whether he went from thenfe, or what newe 
thynges he founde, I haae as yet no further knowleage. By thefe myffortunes, Solyfius lode his lyfe, and Pontius 
his honour. Let vs nowe fpeake of an other whofe enterpryfe came to lyke purpofe the fame yeare. Iohan?ies 
Aiora borne in the citie of Cordtiba, a man of noble parentage, fent in fteade of the Lieuetenaunt (as we haue 
fayde) more couetous of golde then carefull of his charge or defyrous of prayfe for well deferuynge, fought 
occafions of querelynge ageynft the kynges and fpoyled many, violently extortynge golde of them ageynil ryght 
and equitie: And further handeled them fo extremely, that of frendes they became moft cruel enemies: In fo 
much that they ceafed not with defperat myndes by all meanes they coulde to fley owre men openly or priuilye. 
By reafon wherof it is coome to paCfe, that where before they bartered quyetly exchanginge ware for ware, they 
are nowe fayne to doo all thynges by force of armes. When he had thus exacted a great quantitie of golde of 
them (as it is layd) he fledde priuihe and tooke away a fliyppe with him by ilelth as the common rumoure 
goeth: Nor yet hetherto haue we hard whyther he went or where he is arryued. Sura fufpect that Petrus 
Arias the gouemour fiiulde confente to his departure bycaufe this lohannes Aiora is brother to Gonfalus Aiora 
the kynges hiftoriographer, a man booth lemed, and expert in the difcipline of warre: and fo much the 
gouemours frend, that thefe two amonge a fewe, may be counted exemples of rare amide. I ray felfe alfo ara 
greately bounde vnto theyra bcthe and haue longe enioyed theyr frendcfhippe. Yet flial I defyre them bothe 
to pardone me in declarvnge my phantafie herein, that in all the turmoyles and tragicall affayres of the Ocean, 
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nothyiige hath fo muche difpleafed me as the couetoufnes of this man who hath fo dillurbed the pacified myndcs 
of the kynges. Nowe emonge thefe troubelous chaunces, let vs rehearfe the variable fortune of Gonfahis 
Badaiocius and his felowes, whofe profperous begynnjmges, ended with vnfortunate fucceffe. Gonfalus therfore 
in the moneth of May in the yeare of Chrifte M. D. xv. departed from Darima with fourefcore armed men, 
directynge his vyage towarde the Sonthe, and reflynge in no place vntyll he came to the region of Cerabaro 
which owre men named Gratia Dei, diflant from Darkna about a hundreth and fourefcore myles : for they 
caule it threefcore leaques. He fpente certeyne dayes here in Idelnefle: for he coulde neyther by fayre 
meanes nor by foule, allure the kynge of the regyon to coome to hym. While he laye thus idelly, there came to 
hym other fyftie men fente kowe Dariena vnderthe gouemaunceof capytayneZcrf(j«/«« Mercado who departed from 
Darkna in the calendes of Maye, to th[e]intent to fearch th[e]inner partes of thofe regyons. When they mette 
together, they determyned after confultalion, to paffe ouer the montaynes lyinge towarde the Southe, euen vnto 
the Southe fea latelye founde. Beholde nowe a wonderfull thynge ; That In a lande of fuche maruelous longi- 
tude in other places, they founde it here to bee onely aboute fyftie myles diilant to the Southe fea: for they 
counte it xvii. leaques. as the maner of the Spanyardes is to reken, and not by myles. Yet faye they that a 
leaque confyfleth of three myles by lande and foure by fea as wee haue noted before. In the toppes of the 
mountaynes and turnynge of the waters, they founde a kynge named luana, whofe kyngedome is alfo named 
Coiba as is the regyon of kynge Carsla, of whome we haue made mention elles where. But for as muche as 
the regyon of this luana, is rycher in golde, they named it Coiba Dites, that is, Coiba the rych. For, wherfo- 
euer they dygged the grounde, whether it were on the drye lande or in the weate chanelles of the ryuers, they 
founde the fande whiche they cafte foorthe, myxte with golde. Iwa)ia fledde at the coommynge of owtb men, 
and coulde neuer bee brought ageync. They fpoyled all the countrey neare aboute his palayce. Yet had they 
but lyttle golde : for hee had caryed all his (luffe with hym. Here they founde certeyne flaues marked in the 
faces after a flraunge forte. For with a lliarpe prycke made eyther of bone, or elles with a thorne, they make 
holes in their faces: and foorthwith fprinkelynge a ponder theron, they moifte the pounced place with a 
certeyne blacke or redde iuife, whofe fubflaunce is of fuche tenacitie and clamminefle, that it wyll neuer weare 
awaye. They brought thefe flaues away with them. They faye that this iuife is of fuch fliarpneffe and putteth 
them to fuche pajme, that for e\treeme doloure they haue no flomacke to their meate certaine dayes after. The 
kynges whiche take thefe flaues in their warres, vfe their helpe in feekynge for golde and in tyllage of the 
grounde, euen as do owre men. From the pallaice of luana, folowynge the courfe of the water aboute tenne 
myles towarde the Southe, tliey entered into the dominion of an other kynge, whome owre men named the 
oulde man, bycaufe hee was oulde, not paffynge of his other name. In the regyon of this kynge alfo, they 
founde golde in all places bothe on the lande and in the ryuers. This region is verye fayre and frutefuU; and 
hath in it many famous ryuers. Departynge from henfe, in fyue dayes iorneye they came to a lande lefte 
defolate. They fuppofe that this was deflroyed by ciuile difcorde for as muche as it is for the moofle parte 
fruiteful, and yet not inhabited. The fyfth daye, they fawe two men commynge a farre of Thefe were laden 
with breade oi Maizium, whiche they caryed on their fhulders in fackes. Owre men tooke them; and vnder- 
(loode by them that there were twoo kynges in that tracte: The one was named Periquiie, whoe dwelte neare 
vnto the fea. The others name was Totonoga. This Totonoga, was blynde and dwelte in the continent. The 
twoo men whiche they mette, were the fyffliers of Totonoga, whome he had fente with certayne fardelles of 
fyllie to Periquete, and had ageyne receaued breade of hym for exchaunge. For thus do they communicate 
their commodities one with an other by exchaunge, without th[e]ufe of wycked money. By the conductinge of 
thefe twoo men, they came to kynge Totonoga dwellynge on the Weile fyde of layncte Michaelles goulfe in the 
Southe fea. They had of this kynge, the fum of fyxe thoufande Cafl^ellans of golde bothe rude and artifycially 
wrought. Emonge thofe groumes of rude or natyue golde, there was one founde of the weyghte of two 
Caftellans, whiche argued tiie plentifull rychenefle of the ground. Folowing the fame coafles by the fea fyde 
toward the Wefl., they came to a kynge whofe name was Taracuru, of whome they had golde amountynge to 
the weyght of eight thoufand Pefos. Wee haue layde before that Pefus is the weyghte of a Cadelane not 
coyned From henfe they wente to the dominion of this kynges brother named Pananotne, who fledde at their 
commynge, and appered no more aflenvarde. They faye that his kyngdome is ryche in golde. They fpoyled 
his pallaice in his abfence. Syxe leaques from henfe, they came to an other kyng named Tabor, From thenfe 
they came to the kyng of Ckeru. He frendly enterteyned oivre men, and gaue them foure thoufande Pefos of 
golde. He hathe in his dominion many goodly falte bayes : the region alfo aboundeth with golde. About 
twelue myles from henfe, they came to another kyng cauled Anata, of whome they had. xv. thoufande Pefos of 
golde whiche he had gotten of the kinges his bortherers whom he had vanquiflhed by warre. A great part of 
this golde was in rude forme bycaufe it was molten when he fet the kynges houfes on fyer whom he fpoyled. 
For they robbe and fley the one the other, fackynge and fyryng their villages, and waflinge their conn treys. 
They keepe warre barbaroufly and to vtter deflruction, executinge extreeme crueltie ageinfl them that haue 
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the ouerthrowe. Gonfalus Badatocius with his felowes, wandered at lybertie vntyll they came to this kyng: 
And had gathered great heapes of gold of other kinges. For, what in braflettes, collers, earinges, brelle plates, 
hehnettes, and certeine banes wherwith women beare vppe their breiles, they had gathered together in gold 
the fura of fourefcore thoufande Caftellans, whiche they had obteyned partly by exchaunge for owre thinges 
where they founde the kinges their frendes, and otheiwife by forceible meanes where they founde the contrary. 
They had gotten alfo forty ilaues whofe heipe they vfed both for cariage of their vitailes and bagagies 
in the fleade of moiles or other beaftes of burden, and alfo to relieue fuche as were fycke and foiweried 
by reafon of their longe iomeys and hunger. After thefe profperous viages, they came by the dominion 
of kyoge Scoria, to the palaice of a kynge named Pariza: where (fearyng no fuch thing) Pariza enclofed 
them with a great armye, and aflayled them llraggelyng and vnwares, in fuche forte that they had no 
leafure to put on their aimure. He flewe and wounded about fyftie, and put the refydue to flyght. They 
made fuche haft, that they had no refpect eyther to the gold they had gathered, or to their flauesi but 
lefte all behynde them. Thofe fewe that efcaped, came to Darima. The opinion of all wyfe men as 
concemynge the varyable and inconftant chaunces of fortune in humane thinges, were falfe, if al thinges 
(huld haue happened vnto them profperoudy. For fuch is the nature of this blynde goddeffe, that flie 
oftentimes delyteth in the ouerthrowe of them whom Ihe hath exalted : and taketh plefure in confounding hygh 
thinges with lowe, and the contrary. Wee fee this order to bee impermutable, that who foo wyll applye hym 
felfe to gather rootes, (hall fnmtymes meete with fweete lyquereffe, and other whiles with foure cockle. Yet wo 
vnto Pariza: for he Ihall not longe fleape in refl. The gouemout him felfe was of late determined with three 
hundreth and fyftie choife fouldiers to reuenge the death of owr men: But where as he by chaunce fell fycke, 
his poure went forward vnder the conducting of his Lieuetenant Gafpar Spinofa, a ludge in cafes of lawe in 
Darima. At the lame time other were fent foorth to the Ilande ofZ)/ycj to exacte the portion of pearles lymited 
to the king for bis tribute. What fhal fuccede, tyme will bring to owre knowleage. The other two, attempted 
th[e]inhabitantes beyonde the goulfe, Francifcus Beserra paffyng ouer by the comer of the goulfe and the 
mouthes of the ryuer of Dabaiba, with two other capitaines and a hundreth and fyftie fouldiers well appointed, 
went to make warre vppon the Canibales euen in Caribana their owne chiefeft dominion, toward the vyllage of 
Turufy, wherof we haue made mention before in the comming oi Fogeda. They brought alfo with them diuers 
engens of warre: as three pieces of otdinaunce whofe (hot were bygger then egges: Likewife forty archers, and, 
XXV. hagbutters to th[e]intent to reache the Caniballes a farre of, and to preuent their venemed arrowes. But 
what became of hym and his company, or where they arriued, we haue yet no parfecte knowleage, Certaine 
which came of late from Darima to Spain e, .reported that at their departure, they of ZJaz-^mrt ftode in great feare 
teaft they alfo were toffed with fum miffortune. The other capitaine Valldus, obteyned the fore parte of the 
goulfe. But he paffed ouer by an other waye then dyd Beserra. For he tooke the beginning of Caribana, and 
Bezerra the ende. Valleim returned ageine. But of the three fcore and ten men whiche he conueighed ouer 
with hym, hee lefte fortye and eyght llaine emonge the Canibales. Thefe are the newes whiche they bringe 
that came lafte from Darima. 

There came to me the day before the Ides of October in this yeare. M. D. xvi. Roderieus Colmenares (of 
whom we haue made mention before) and one Francifcus Ddapumte. This Francifcus, was one of the vnder 
capitaines of this bande, whofe chiefe capitaine was Gonfalus Badatocius who hardly efcaped the handes of 
kyng Pariza. Thefe twoo capitaines therfore, Roderieus and Francifcus who departed from Dariena immedlatly 
after the miffortune whiche befell to Badaiocius and his companye, do both affirme, the one that he hath harde, 
the other that he hath feene, that in the Southe fea there are diuers Ilandes lying weftwarde from the Iland of 
Dites and faincte Michaels goulfe, in many of the which are trees engendred and nouriflhed which bring foorth 
the fame aromaticall fhiites, as doth the region of Collocuiea. This lande of CoUocuiea, wirh the regions of 
Cochinus and Camemorus, are the chiefe marte places from whenfe the Portugales haue their fpices. And hereby 
do they conjecture that the land where the frutfulneffe of fpyce begynneth, (hulde not be farre from thenfe In 
fo much that many of them whiche liaue oueminne thofe coaftes, do onely defyre that leaue maj be graunled 
them to fearche further, and that they wil of their owne charges frame and furniihe fliippes and adnenture the 
viage to fearche thofe Ilandes and regions. They thinke it beft that thefe (hippes fhulde bee made and prepared, 
euen in laincte Michaels goulfe: And not to attempte this vyage by fainte Auguftines point, which waje were 
both longe and diffyculte, and fu[ of a thouiknde daungers, and is (aide to reache beyonde the forty degree of 
the pole Antartike. The fame Francifcus, being paitener of the trauailes and daungiers of Gonfalus, laithe 
that in ouer mnninge thofe iandes, he founde great heardes of hartes and wylde bores: and that he toke many 
of them by an arte which th[e]inhabitauntes taught him : whiche was to make pittes or trenches in their walkes, 
and to couer the fame with bouwes. By this meanes alfo they deceaue al other kindes of wild and foure footed 
beaftes. But they take foules after the fame maner that we do : As ftocke doues with an other tame ftocke done 
brought vp in their houfes. Thefe they tye by a ftrynge, and fuffer them to flye a lyttle emong the trees. To 
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the which as other birdes of their kind refort, they kil them with their arrowes. Otherwyfe they take them with 
nettes in a bare place pourged from trees and buflies: and fcateryng certeyne feedes rounde about that place, in 
the myddefle whereof they tye a tame foule or byrde of the kynde of them whiche they defyre to take. In lyke 
maner do they take popingiayes and other foules. But they fay that popingiayes are fo fimple, that a great 
multitude of them wyll flye euen into the tree in whofe bouwes the fouler fytteth: and fwarrtie about the tame 
chatterynge popingiaye, fufferynge them fehies to bee eafely taken. For they are fo without feare of the fyght 
of the fouler, that tliey tary whyle he cad the fnare about theyr neckes, the other beinge nothynge feared hereby, 
tlioughe they fee hym drawe them to him with tJie fnare, and put them in the bagge which he hath about hym 
for the fame purpofe. There is an other kynde of foulynge, heretofore neuer harde of, and pleafaunt to confyder. 
We haue declared before howe that in certeyne of the Ilandes, and efpecially in Hijpaniola, there are dyuers 
lakes or (landynge pooles. In fume of thefe (beinge no deaper then men may wade ouer them) are feene great 
raultytudes of water foules : as wel for that in the bottorae of thefe lakes, there growe many herbes and weedes, 
as alfo that byreafonof theheateofthefonnepearceinge to tJie naturall place ofgeneration and corruption, where 
beinge doubled in force by reflection and preferued by moyfler, there are engendered of the (lymincs of the 
earth and water, and by the prouidence of the vniuerfall creator, innumerable lyttle fyflhes, with a thoulande 
fundiy kyndes of frogges, wormes, knattes, fiyes and fuch other. The foules which vfe thefe lakes, are of dyuers 
kyndes: As duckes, geefe, fwannes, feemewes, guiles, and fuch other. We haue layde alfo that in theyj 
orchardes they noryflie a tree which beareth a kynde of greate gourdes Of thef gourdes therefore wel' 
Hopped leafle any water fhulde enter in at theyr rj'ftes and caufe them to f ke the cafl many in the fhaloivt 
pooles: where, by theyr continual! wanderynge and wauerynge with the n ot o s of the wynde and water, they 
put the foules owte of fufpection and feare. The fouler in the meane tyme d ffeu}-f (,e 1 ym felfe as it were with 
a vifour, putteth a great gourde on his head much lyke to a helmet, th two holes neare about his eyes, his 
face and hole heade befyde beinge couered ther^vith. And thus enteretl he nto the \ oole euen vnto the chynne. 
For beinge from theyr infancie excercifed in fwymmynge and accuflomed to the waters, they refufe not to 
continue therein a longe fpace. The foules thynkynge this gourde to be one of the other that fwymme vppon 
the water, the fouler goeth foftly to the place wher he feeth the greatefl llocke of foules: And with waggynge 
his heade, counterfectinge the mouing of the wauerynge gourdes, drawethe nere to the foules ; where foftely 
puttynge foorth his ryght hande, he foodenly fnatcheth one by the legges and plungeth her into the water where 
he putteth her into a bagge whiche he hath with hym of purpofe The other foules fuppofmge that this dyued 
into the water of her owne motion to feke for foode (as is their maner) are nothyng moued hereby, but go 
forft'arde on their waye as before, vntyll they alfo faule into the fame fnare. I haue here for this caufe entered 
into the declaration of theyr maner of huntynge and foulynge, that by thefe more pleafaunt narrations I may 
fumwhat mytigate and affwage the horrour conceaued in yowre flomake by the former rehearfal! of theyr bluddy 
actes and cruell maners. Lette vs nowe therfore fpeake fumwhat ageyne of the newe and later opinions as 
concernynge the fwj-fte courfe of the fea towarde the weft about the coailes oi Paria: alfo of the maner of 
gathering of golde in the golde myne of Dariena, as I was aduertifed of late. And with thefe two quyet and 
peaceable thynges, we wyl make an ende of the tragical affayres of the Ocean : and therwith byd yowre holynes 
fare wel. So it is therfore, that Andreas Moralis the pylot, and Ouiedus (of whom we haue made mention 
before) repayred to me, at my houfe in the towne of Matrite, As we met thus togyther, there arofe a contention 
betwene them two, as concernynge this courfe of the Ocean. They both agree that thefe landes and regions 
perteynyiige to the dominion of Caftile, doo with one continuall tract and perpetuall bonde, embrafe as one hole 
firme lande and continent al the mayne lande lyinge on the north fyde of Cuba and the other Ilandes, beinge alfo 
nortliwefl both from Cuba and Hifpaniola. Yet as touchynge the courfe of the water, they vane in opinion. 
For Andreas, wyll that this vyolent courfe of water bee receaued in the lappe of the fuppofed continente 
which bendeth fo much and extendeth fo farre towarde the North, as we haue faid: And that by the obiect or 
refiilance of the lande fo bendynge and crookynge, the water fhulde as it were rebounde in coorapaffe, and by 
force therof be dryuen about the north fyde of Cuba and the other Ilandes excluded without the circle cauled 
Tropicus Caiicri, where the largenes of the fea maye receaue the waters faulynge frome the narowe llreames, 
and therby reprefie that inordinate courfe, by reafon that the fea is there very large and great. I can compare 
his meanynge to nothynge more aptely then to the fwyfte ftreame commyng foorth ot a mylle and faulyng into 
the myl poole. For in al fuche places where waters runne with a vyolent faule through narowe chanels, and 
are then receaued in large pooles, they are foodenly difparcled and theyr violence broken ; So that wheras before 
they feemed of fuch force as to ouerthrowe all thynges beinge in theyr waye, it can not then be perceaued 
which way they runne. The Admiral him felfe Diegiis Co/anus, fonne and heyre to Chrijiopiiorus Colonus the 
fyrfl fynder of thefe landes (who had nowe in commyng and goinge, foure tymes paffed throughe thefe feas) 
beinge demaunded of me what he founde or perceaued in (aylynge too and fro, anfwered that there was muche 
diflicultie in retumynge the fame way by the which they go. But wheras they fyrfl take the waye by the mayne 
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fea towarde the North before they directe theyr courfe to Spayne, he laythe that in that tract, he felt the (hippe 
fumtymes a lyttle dryuen backe by the contrary courfe of the water. Yet fuppofeth that this chaunceth onely 
by the ordinarie flowynge and reflowyngeof the fea: And the fame not to be enforced by the circumRection or 
courfe of the w-ater reboundynge in compaffe as we haue fayde. But thinketh rather, that this mayne lande or 
fuppofed continent, Ihulde fumwhere bee open: And that the fayde open place, ihoulde bee as it were a gate, 
enterie, or flreyght, diuydyng the North partes of that lande from the South: by the which alfo, the Ocean 
rannynge towarde the Weft, may by the rotation or impulfion of the heauens, bee dryuen about the hole earth, 
Ouiedus agreeth with Andreas Moralis as touchynge the continuall adherence and clofenes of the fayde con- 
tinente. Yet neyther that the waters Ihulde fo beate ageynil the bendynge backe of the Weft lande, or bee in 
fuche forte repulfed and dryuen into the mayne fea. But laith that he hath diligently confydered, that the 
waters lunne from the deepeft and myddefl, of the maine fea, towarde the Well. Alfo that faylinge nere vnto the 
(hore with fmaule velfelles, he founde the fame waters to returne ageine towarde the Eaft. So that in the fame 
place, they runne together with contrary courfe, as we oftentimes fee the lyke to chaunce in riuers wher by the 
obiecte of the bankes, diuers whirlepooles and tumynges aryfe in the water. By reafon wherof, if any chaife, 
ftrawe, woodde, or any other thyng of lyght fubftance be cafte in any fuche places in ryuers, it foloweth that al 
fuch as runne with tlie water in the myddefl of the chanell, precede well forwarde : But fuche as faule into the 
bendynge goulfes and indented margentes of the crooked bankes, are caryed ouerfhwarte the chanell, and fo 
wander about vnt)'ll they meete with the fid and directe courfe of the ryuen Thus haue we made yowe 
partener of fuche thinges as they haue gyuen vs, and writen their dyuers opinions. We wyll then gyue more 
certeyne reafon, when more certeyne truth fhalbe knowen. We mull in the meane tyme, leane to opinions 
vntil the day coome appointed of god to reueale this fecreate of nature, with the perfecte knowleage of 
the pointe of the pole flarre. Hauyng fayd thus muche of the courfe of the Ocean, a briefe declaration of 
the golde mynes of Dariena, (hall clofe vppe owre Decades and make an ende of owre trauayles. Wee haue 
fayde, that nyne myles diftante irom Dariena, are the fydes of the hylles and the drye playnes in the whiche 
golde is gathered bothe on the diye lande, and alfo on the bankes and in the chanelles of ryuers. Therfore to 
al fuch as are wyllynge to gather golde, there is of ordinarie cuflome appointed to euery man by the furuoiers of 
the mynes, a fquare plotte of grounde conteyning twelue pafes, at the arbitriment of the choofer, fo that it bee 
not grounde already occupied, or lefle of other. The portion of grounde beinge thus chofen (as it were 
affygned of the augures to buylde a temple) they inclofe their flaues within the fame, whofe helpe the Chridians 
vfe in tyllynge of their grounde and gatherynge of golde, as we haue faide. Thefe places appointed vnto them, 
they keepe as longe as them lyile. And if they perceaue tookens of lyttle golde, they requyre an other plotte 
of ground of twelue pafes to be aiiigned them, leauyng the firfl in commen. And this is th[e]order which the 
Spaniardes inhabitinge Dariena obfenie in gatheryng of golde. I fuppofe alfo that they vfe the lyke order in 
other places; How be it, I haue not yet enquired fo farre. It hath byn proued that thefe twelue pafes of 
grounde, haue yelded to their choofers, the fumme of fourefcore Caftellans of gold. And thus leade they die}T 
lyues in fulfyllynge the holy hunger of golde. But the more they fyll their handes with fyndynge, the more 
increafeth their couetous defyre. The more woodde is layde to the fyer, the more furioufly ragefh the flame. 
Vnfaciable couetoufiieffe is no more diminifflied with increafe of rychefle, then is the drinefle of the dropfye 
fatiffyed with drinke. I lette paiTe manye ihynges wherof I intende to write more largely in tyme conuenient, 
if I Ihall in the meane feafon vnderftande thefe to be acceptable vnto yowre holynefle: my dewtie and ohfer- 
uaunce to whofe autoritie, hath caufed me the gladlier to take this labour in hande. The prouidence of the 
etemall creatour of all thynges, graunt yowre holyneffe many profperous yeares. 
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Haue partli declared before in mi decades how certeine fugitiues 
which came owt of the large Wed landes arriued in the confynes of 
Dariena: And howe that marueylinge at the bookes of owre men, 
they declared that they fumtyme dwelte in regions whofe inhabi- 
tauntes vfed fuche inftrumentes and were ruled by politike lawes. 
AJfo that they had cities fortified with waules, and faire pallaces 
with flreates well paued, and common places whyther mar- 
fchauntes refort as to the hurfe or llreate. Thefe landes, owre men 
naue nowe founde. Therfore who were th[e]autours hereof, or 
what fucceffe they had herein, who fo defireth to know with the 
conditions of ilrautige regions and the maners of the people, let 
liym giuc diligent attendance to fiich thynges as folowe. Of the 
Hand of Cuba {nowc cauled Fernandina, lyynge nexte vnto Hif- 
paniola on the weil fyde, and yet fumwhat fo bendynge towarde 
the Notthe that the circle cauled Tropicus Cancri deuideth 
it in the myddelle, wher as Hifpaniola is dillante from 
tlie Tropike and declinyge certen degrees toward the Equi- 
noctial line) we haue fpoken fumwhat before. In this Hand of Fernafidijia, there are nowe fyxe townes 
erected. Wherof, the chiefe is named Santiago of laynt lames tlie patrone of the Spanyardes. In 
this, there is natiue golde, found both in the inountaynes and ryuers : By reafon wherof they are 
daylye occupied in gathering and digging the fame. But Ihortely after that I had finifhed my fayde 
bookes, thre Spanyardes that were the moil auncient citizens of Cuba, as Francifcus Femandes of Corduba, 
Lupus Ocho, and Chrijlophoriis Morantes, determined to feeke newe landes, as the myndes of the 
Spanyardes are euer vnquiet and geuen to attempte great enterprifes. They fomyihed at their owne charges, 
three of thofe fhyppes whiche they caule Carauels. And hauynge fyrfle lycence of Diegus Velafquen the 
gouemonr of the Ilande, they departed with a hundreth and ten men from the Weil angle of Cuba. For this 
angle is mofle commodious to reiieue (hyppes and to make prot:ifion for frefhe water and tiiell. Thus they 
fayled continually fyxe dayes and a halfe, hetwene the Weil and the South, contented onely with the fyght of 
the heauen and the water: durynge whiche tyme, they fuppofe that they fayled not pafl threefcore and fyxe 
myles. For they ley at anker all nyght where fo euer the faulynge of the foonne tooke the day light from them, 
leaile by wanderjmge in vnknowen feas, they myght chaunce to be cafl vppon rockes or fandes. But at 
the length they chaunced vppon a great Ilande named lucalana, whofe heginnyng th[e]inhahitauntes caule 
Eccampi. Owre men went to the citie {londynge on the fea fyde, the whiche for the bygnes therof, 
they named Cayrus or Alcair. Th[e]inhabitauntes enterteined them very frendly. When they were entered 
into the citie, they maxueyled to behold the houfes buylded lyke towres, magnifycall temples, flreates 
well paued, and great exercife of hying and fellyng by exchaunge of ware for ware. Their houfes are 
eyther bylte of (lone, oi of bricke and lyme, and aitifycially wrought. To the fyrfle porches of their houfes 
and fyril habitations, they afcend by ten or twelue fleares. TJiey are couered eyther with tyles, flates, 
reades, or (lalkes of certeyne herbes. They gratified the one the other with mutual! gyftes. The bar- 
barians gaue owre men many brooches and iewelles of golde, verye fayre and of cunnyng woorkmanfhyppe. 
Owre men recompenfed them with veilures of fylke and woolle, counterfecte Hones, of coloured glaife and 
chriflall, haukes belles of laton, and fuche other rewardes whiche they greatly efleemed for the (Iraungenes of 
the fame. They fette nowght by lookynge glaffes, bycaufe they haue certeyne (loones muche brighter. This 
nation is appareled after a thoufande fafthyons with veflures made of goffampyne cotten or bombage of dyuers 
coloures. The women are couered from the girdle to the Jicole hauynge dyuers faflhions of vayles aboute their 
heades and brelles, with great cautele leall any parte of their legges or feete bee feene. They reforte muche 
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to their temples: vnto the which the chiefe rulers haue the wayes paued from their owne houfes. They are 
IdolatOTirs and circumcifed. They occupie their maner of exchaunginge, with muche fydelitie. They vfe to 
adourne the heares of their heades. Being demanded by th[e]interpretours of whom they receaued their circum- 
cifyon, they anfwered that there once paffed an exceadynge fayre man by their cofles, who lefte them that in 
tooken to remember hym. Other faye that a manne brighter then the foone, went emonge them and executed 
that offyce. But there is no certentie hereof When owre men had remayned there certeyne dayes, they 
feemed to bee moleRous to th[e]inhabitantes accordynge to the common fayinge. The (onger a gelle tarieth, 
the woorfe is his enterteynement. The whiche thynge oivre men perceauyng, they made the more haft awaye. 
Beynge therfore prouided of all thynges neceffary, they tooke their vyage directly towarde the weft by the 
prouince whiche th[e]inhabitauntes caule Comi and Maiam. They ouer paffed thefe regions takyng onely freftie 
water and fuel in the fame. The barbarians both men, women, and children flocked to the fea fyde, aflonyflhed 
greatly to behold the huge bygneffe of the ftiyppes. Owre men mameyled in maner no leffe to viewe their 
buyldynges and efpecially their temples fytuate neare vnto the fea, and erected after the maner of towers. Thus 
at the length hauyng fayled about a hundreth and ten myles, they thought it good to ley anker in a prouince 
named Campechium, whofe chiefe towne confyfleth of three thoufande houfes. Th[e]inhabitauntes came 
fwymmynge to the fiiyppes: marueylyng excedjTigly at the maner of faylinge, and at the fayles and other 
tackelynges But when they hard the thunder of the gunnes, lawe the fmoke, and fmelte the fauour of brimflone 
and fyer, they fuppofed that thunderboultes and lyghtnynges had byn fente from god. The kynge receaued owre 
men honorably and broughte them ihto his pallayce: where he feailed them well after his maner. They are 
accuftomed to eate fieflie, and haue great plentie of beaftes and foules: as peacockes, and other whiche they 
francke and feede in their houfes : Alfo dyuers kyndes of wylde foules of the mountaines, wooddes, and waters : 
Likewife partriches, quailes, turtle dooues, duckes, and geefe. Of beaftes, they haue connies, woolues, lyons, 
tigers, foxes, wylde boores, hartes, and hares. After this banquet, the kyng with his traine and famylie brought 
owre men into a brode croffe way where many fl:reates do meete. In this, they ihewed them as it were a great 
and highe aulter buylded foure fquare of marble compacte together partly with the toughe cleye of Babilon 
cauled Bitumen, and partly with fmaule ftoones. It had on euery fyde foure fteares. Vppon the altare was an 
Image of a man made of marble ; and fail by it the Images of two beaftes of vnknowen (hape, whiche feemed 
as thoughe they wolde with yanynge mouthes haue tome in funder the bealy of the maones Image. On the 
other fyde lloode a great ferpent compacte of the (ayde toughe cleye and fmaule ftoones. This ferpent beynge 
in length, xlvii. foote, and of the bygneffe of a laige oxe, feemed to deuour a lyon of marble, and was al by 
fparcled with frefhe bludde. Harde by the altare, were thre poftes faftned in the ground, the which three other 
trauerfed and were fufteined with ft^nes. In this place offenders were put to death : In token wherof they fawe 
innumerable arrowes fteined with bludde, fum fcatered, fum lyinge on heapes, and fum broken: Alfo a great 
number cf mennes bones lying in a court or yarde nere vnto this funeftal place. Theii houfes are here 
alfo builded of lime and ftone. They named this king, Lazarus, bicaufe they arriued at this lande on faint 
Lazarus day. Departing from henfe and directing theyr courfe ftyl toward the Weft for the fpace of xv. myles, 
they came to a prouince named Aquanil, whofe chiefe towne is cauled Mo/co, and the kynge thereof, Cvpoton. 
He behelde owre men with a fnjwarde countenaunce, and fought occafion to doo them fume priuie mtfchiefe 
whyle they fought for freflhe water. For he made fignes vnto them that on the further fyde of the nexte hyll, 
they (hulde fynde fprynges of water, intendyng to haue affayled them in that narowe paflage. But by the 
colouryng of theyr forheades (as they are accuftomed in theyr warres} and by the bearynge of theyr bowes and 
other weapons, owre men perceaued theyr wylynes, and refufed to go any further. Yet a thoufande of the 
Barbarians affayled theym vnwares and vnprepared. By reafon wherof, they were put to flyght, and dyuers of 
them flayne in the chafe. Many that fledde towarde the fliippes, were entangeled in the mudde and maryfties 
nere vnto the fhore. Twentie and two, were flayne with 4rrowes, and the refydewe for the moft parte, wounded. 
Francifcus Fernandes the gouemour of the nauie, receaued in this conflicte three and thirtie woundes. And in 
maner none efcaped without hurt. If they had gonne to the hylles whiche were appoynted them, they had 
byn flayne euery man, They therfore that efcaped, returned to the Ilande of Fernandina frome whenfe they 
came, where they were receaued of theyr felows with heauie chere. But when Dkgus Velafqiim the gouemoure 
of the Ilande, had intelligence hereof, he immediatly furnyflied a newe nauie of foure Caraueles with three 
hundreth men, Of this nauie he appoynted lohn Gtiialua his neuie, to be the gouemour; And affigned for 
vnder capitaynes, Alphons[o] Auila, Frances Montegio, and Peter Aluarado. For the pylot he affigned Antonie 
Alamino who had the regiment of the fyril nauie. They attempted the fame vyage ageyne, but declyned 
fumwhat more towarde the South about threfcore a]|d tenne myles. Before they fawe any lande, they efpyed a 
towre a farre of, by the viewe wherof, they came to an Ilande named Cozumeila, from the whiche they fmelte fweete 
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fauours proceadynge with the wynde, before they approched to the lande by the fpace of three myles. They 
founde the Ilande to be fortie and fiue myles in circuite. It is playiie and of maruelous frutefull foyle. There 
is alfo golde in it, but it is not engendered there, but brought thether from other regions. It aboundeth with 
bony, fruites, and herbes : And hath alfo great plentie of foules and foure footed beafles. Theyr order and maner 
of lyuyng, is in al thynges lyke unto the)TS of lucatana. Lykewyfe theyr howfes, temples, ftreates, and apparell. 
In many of theyr houfes, are great polles of marble after the maner of owTe buyldynge. They founde there, 
the foundations of certeyne owlde towTes ruinate: And one efpecially with. xviiL ft-eares afcendynge to it, after 
the maner of folemne temples. They marueyled greatly at owtc (hippes and maner of faylynge. At the fyrft, 
they wolde adray t no flraungers i but Ihortly after, receaued them gentelly. Theyr chiefe niler (whom oivre men 
fuppofed to bee a preeile) led them vp to the toppe of the towre, where they erected a banner and addicted the 
Ilande to the dominion of the kynge of Cailyle, namynge it Sanfla Crux, bycaufe they entered into the lame in 
the nones of Maye beinge then the fealle of the holye croffe. They faye that it was cauled Cozumdla of kynge 
Cosumellaits, whofe aunceftours were the fyrfl that inhabited the Ilande. In the towre, they founde many 
chambers furnyfhed with Images, made bothe of earthe and marble to the fimilytude of beares. Thefe they 
caule vppon with a houlynge and lamentable fonge, perfumyng them with fweete odours, and otherwyfe 
honourynge them as theyr domellicall goddes They were alfo circumcifed. The kynge was in fayre apparel 
made of goflampine cotton ctirioufly wrought. He was lame on the one foote by reafon that as he once exercyfed 
hym felfe in fwymmynge, a deuourynge fyfhe cauled Tuberon, byt of al the toes, of one of his feete. He 
entreated owre men very frendly and made them great chiere. After they had byn here thre dayes, they 
departed. And faylynge (lyll towarde the Wefle, they efpyed great mountaynes a farre of. But as they 
drewe neare, they perceaued it to bee the Ilande of lucatana beinge diftant from Cozumdla onely fyue 
myles. Directynge therfore theyr courfe towarde the fouthe fyde of lucatana, they compafed it on that 
fyde which lyeth neareft to the fuppofed continent: Yet coulde they not fayle rounde about it by reafon 
of the multitude of rockes, (halowe places, and fhelfes of fandes. Then Alaminus the pylot turned 
his failes to the North fide wherof he had better knowleage. Thus at the length, they came to the 
towne Catnpechium and kynge Lazarus with whom they had bin that attempted the fyrfl vyage the yeare 
before. At the fyrft, they were gentelly receaued, and requyred to refort to the towne. But fliortly 
after, they repented that they had bydden them: and there vpon wylled them to (lay about a ilones call from 
the towne, and to proceade no further. When owre men defyred that they myght make prouifion for freflie 
water before theyr departure, they affigned them to a certeyne well which they had lefte behynde them. 
Declaringe further, that it thulde be lawful! for them to take water there or els no ivheare. Owre men refted 
that nyght in the fyelde adioynynge to the well. The which thynge the Barbarians fufpectinge, aflembled an 
army of three thoufande men, and encamped not farre from them. Bothe partes paffed awaye the nyght 
mthout fleepe. They fearynge lealle owre menne fliulde breake into the towne: And owre men, lead the Bar- 
barians (hulde inuade them foodenly, on the one parte with trumpettes, and on the other fyde with the tioyfe of 
timbrels kept them (lyll wakynge that were difpofed to lleape. At the fprynge of the day, the Barbarians 
approched to owre mens carape and cauled for th[e]interpretours of Cuba, whofe language is much agreable 
vnto theyrs. They had diuifed to lyghte a torche of frankenfence and to place the fame betwene bothe 
th[e]armies to th[e]intent that if owre men dyd not depart before the torche were confumed, to (lande to theyr 
perell. The torch was wailed and the matter came to hand ftrokes. They flewe onely one of owre men with 
an arrowe bycaufe his target fayled hym. But many were wounded. After this conflicte, owre men reforted 
to theyr ordinaunce which they had planted neare vnto the well. When they had difcharged certeyne peeces, 
the Barbarians fledde backe into the towne. Owre men were of fierce and greedy courage to haue purfued 
them, but that Grifalua the gouernour wolde not fuffer them. From thenfe they proceaded to the lad ende of 
lucatana, which they founde to reache more then two hundreth myles frorae the Eail to the Weft. Here they 
founde acomodious hauen and named it Partus defideratus. From henfe they fayled to other landes, and came 
to the region nexte to lucatana Weftwarde, whiche they doubte whether it be an Ilande or parte of the firme 
lande: but thinke it rather to be annext to the continent In this there is a goulfe which they fuppofe to be 
incoompafed with bothe the landes. But of this, there is no certentie. Th[e]inhabitantes caule this region 
Caluacam or otherwife Oloan. Tbey founde here alfo a great ryuer whiche by his violente courfe and faule, 
driueth frelhe water two myles into the fea. This they cauled Grifalua after the name of the gouemoure. 
The barbarians marueilyng at the huge greatneffe and mouynge of owre Ihyppes, came fwarmyng the bankes 
on bothe fydes the ryuer, to the number of fyxe thoufande men armed with targettes and bred plates of gold, 
bowes and arrowes, brode fwoordes of heauy woodde, and longe iauelens hardened at the endes with fyer: 
Thus ftondynge in battayle raye to defende their coolies, and with proude countenaunces forbyddinge owre 
men to coome alande. Bothe parties watched al that nyght in armes. In the dawne of the day, owr men 
efpied about a hundreth Canoas (whiche we haue faide to be their boates) full of armed men. Here alfo the 
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ige of th[e]interpretours of Cuba agreed well enoivghe with thers. When they had admitted the peace 
profered them by th[e]interpretours, a] the Canoas ftaied excepte one whiche approched toward the fhippes. 
A certeyne niler that was in this Caiioa, demaunded of owre men what they fought in other mennes landes. 
They anfwered, gold. And that, for permutation of other ware, and not of gift or vyolently. The Canm 
returned and the ruler certified the kyng hereof, who came gladjye to the Ihyppes. When he had fainted the 
gouemour, he cauled his chamberlen vnto hym, commaundynge him tobringe hisarmure and other omamentes 
of golde wherwith he armed Grtfalua from the toppe of the heade to the foule of the foote: In fo muche that, 
what fo euer any man of armes armed at all partes, is emong vs accuflomed to weare of Iren or lleele when he 
commethin to the fielde, all fuche kynde of furnitures made of golde and wrought with woonderfull arte, the 
kyng gaue to the gouemour. He recompenfed hym with veftures of fy[l]cke, clothe, lynen, and other of o\^Te 
thinges. In the beginning of this lucatana, when they fayled to Cozumella, they chaunced vppon a Canoa 
of fyflher men to the number of nyne, fyflhyng with hookes of golde. They tooke them al! prifoners. One of 
them was knowen to this kyng, who promyfed the daye folowyng to fende the gouemour as muche golde for 
his raunfome as the man hym felfe waled. But the gouemour denyed that he could releafe hym withowte the 
confent of his felowes: And therfore kept hym (lyll to proue what he could further knowe of hym. Departing 
from herife and faylynge ftyll weftwarde, they founde a great goulfe in the which three fmaule Ilandes were 
fytuate. Of thefe, they went to the byggefl. But oh abhominable crueltie : oh mod cormpted myndes of 
men, and deuelyihe impietie? Let euery godly man clofe the mouth of his flomake left he be defturbed. They 
offer younge children of bothe kyndes to their Idoles of marble and earth. Emonge their Moles of marble, 
there dandeth a lyon hauynge a hole throwgh the necke, into tJie whiche they poure the bludde of the miferable 
facrifyce, that it maye from thenfe mnne downe into a fyncke of marble. Lette vs nowe declare with what 
ceremonies they facryfyce the bludde of thefe pore wretches. They cutte not their throtes, but open the very 
breftes of thefe felye foules and take owte their hartes yet pantynge, with the hotte bludde wherof, they anoynte 
the lyppes of their Idoles, and fuffer the refydue to faule into the fynke. This doone, they bume the harte and 
bowels, fuppofynge the fmoke therof to be acceptable to their goddes. Of their Idoles, one is made to the 
fliape of a man, bowynge downe his heade and lookynge toward the fynke of bludde, as it were acceptyng the 
ofieringe of the flayne facrifyce. They eate the fleflie of the armes, thighes, and legges, efpecially when they 
facrifyce an enemy taken in the warres. They founde a ftreame of congeled bind as thoughe it had mnne 
from a bouchery. For this myfcheuous purpofe, they bringe thefe wretches from the nexte Ilandes. They 
fawe alfo innumerable heades, and trunkes of bodies thus mangeled, befyde many other yet remaining hole and 
couered with certeine mattes. All the tractes of thefe regions abounde with golde and precious ftones. One 
of owre men wanderynge in the Ilande, chaunced to fynde two water pottes of alabader artifycially wrought 
and full of lyttle ftones of dyuers colours. They faye alfo that they founde a done of the value of two 
thoufand Caftilans of gold, whiche they fent to the gouemour. This Ilande they named the Hand of facrifyce. 
Tli[e]inhabitauntes are circumcifed. There are alfo other Ilandes fytuate about this Col\l\ua€ana or Caluaatm, 
the whiche are inhabited onely with women lyuing without the coompanye of men after the maner of the 
Amazones, But they that ponder the matter more wifely, thinke them rather to be certeyne women whiche 
haue vowed challitie and profeffed a folytarie lyfe as the nunnes doo with vs, or as the virgins cauled VeJIaks 
or Bonm Dea, were accuftomed to do amonge the gentiles in oulde tyme. At certeyne tymes of the yeare, 
men of the other Ilandes reforte vnto them. But not for th[e]intent of generation, but moued with pitie to 
helpe them to drefle their gardens and tyll their grounde. The reporte goeth lykewife that there arCotlier 
Ilandes of corrupte women to whom men reforte for carnall copulation: And that they cutte of one of the 
pappes of their women children leaft it (huld hinder their Ihootyng. Alfo that they kepe onely the women 
children and fende awaye the men children. Owr men therfore drewe nere to the fhote of Colluacana where 
they quyetly exercifed marchaundies with th[e]inhabitauntes. The kyng gaue them a great potte of gold: 
Alfo braflettes, chaynes, brouches, with many other iewelles, and al of gold. Owre men ageyne on the other 
parte fatiffyed him with fuch ftuffe as they had done other before. Here wolde they gladly haue planted a 
newe colonic or habitation, but that the gouemour wolde not permytte them, wherat they gruged not a lytlle. 
The houfes and other edifyes of this prouynce, are buylded like vnto towres. It hath alfo. xv. great townes in 
it. Of thefe they affirme that they haue feene fum confifting of more then. xx. thoufande houfes, not ioyning 
together, but defeuered with courtes and gardens. They haue alfo certeyne large market places encompafed 
with waules, and ftreates well paued, Likewife fornaces and ouens made of lyme and bricke. Furthermore 
al fortes of handy craftes men and very cunning artificers. This kinges name was Potanchanus : and the 
region is cauled Palmaria. The towne where the king kepeth his court, conteineth. xv. thoufand houfes. 
When they receaue any ftraungiers and make a leage of frendfhyppe with them, they are accuftomed with a 
knifemadeofalharpe ftone, to let them felues bludde in the toonge, hande, arme, or fum other parte of the body: 
And this euen in the fyght of them whom they admitte to frendlhyp, in token that they are ready to Ihedde 
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their bludde in tliLir frjndcs caufes Their pnelles profeffe a vertuous lyfe, and line vnmaried. What it is to 
hxue to do with women, no man knoweth before he be maried. Fornication and adultery (which feldome 
chiunce emonge them) thej counte abhomination The women are of maruelous chaflitie. Euery noble man 
after that he haue had one wife, mij Inue as many concubines as hym lyfleth. But a maried woman taken in 
adulterie, is foulde of her hufbande But this onely to the prince: at whofe handes it Jlial be lawfull for her 
kynfefolkes to redeeme her It is not kwfull tor fuche as are not maried, to fytte at the fame table with them 
that are nianed, or to eate of the fame djihe or drinke of the fame cup. In the moneth of Auguiland 
&Lptember, the} abfteme. xxx\. dayes not onelj from fledie wherof they haue great plentie, but alfo fi'om fyfhe 
and a! other thinges tl at lyue by bludde \nd durynge tl efe daits Ij ue onely with herbes and frutes. They reken 
twentie dayes to tl e moneth and tientie monethes to the yeaie Owrc men confumed certeyne dayes here 
verye pleafauntly. ^^ htn they departed coaflynge Ilyll b} tl e fame fliore, they came to an other kyng whom 

K) iige oiiandus. they named Ouandus When he had mtellygence that owre m n defired golde, he brought foorth certeyne 
plates of molten gold But whei the f,ouernour f gn tied vnto h m by th[e]interpretors that he defyrcd great 

idoics, ieweKaiid plfintic of that metU the day folo\ u g he bro ght 1 im a mannes Image of golde beinge a cubette in length: 
Alfo a fanne of golde and an I iole of o e of 1 s dumellicill goddes of curious woorkemanflryppe. Likewyfe 
garlandes of Hones of fu idr) colo irs vith man) brcfle plattea brood es, and other kyndes of ornamentes, and 
all of golde. He gaue hjn furthermore boundaunce of deljcate meatcs well falted and poudred with fpices. 
When he had requrred owre iien to coone ahi de le commaui ded his feruauntes with all fpeede to prepare a 
great multitude of branchc of trees and to aite vj f n o vie men to his pallayce. As they went thus in order, 
fum behynde and fum before on bothe fjdes, they feemed fo to Ihidove owre men with the bouwes as thouglie 
they had gonne in a continuall arbour. The kynge hym felfe hauynge a fepter in his hand, dyd fette them in 
their arraye, and fumtyme ftrike fuche as were negligent in bearyng their bouwes. They ihewed them felues 
obedient in all thynges, and with graue countenaunce, humbled them felues to receaue his llripes. 'When he 
was demaunded where he had fuche plentie of golde, he pointed with his fynger to the next mountaynes, and to 
the ryuers defcendyng from the lame. They are fo accuHomed to the riuers and exercifed in fwymming, that it 
is al one to them to Hue in the water and on the lande. When they defyre to gather golde, they plunge theym 
felues in the ryuers and brynge from the bottome therof, bothe their handes full of fande, whiche fyftynge from 
hande to hande, they gather owte the graynes of golde. And by this meanes in the fpace of twoo houres, they 
fyll a reede as bygge as a mannes fynger. Of the fweete fauours of thefe landes, many thinges myght be fpoken, 
the whiche bycaufe they make rather to th[e]effeminatynge of the myndes of men, then for any neceffarye 
purpofe, I haue thought bed to omytte them. The kynge alfo gaue the gouemour a younge virgine of twelue 
yeares of age, adoumed with ryche and fayre iewelles. Of the (lones whiche he had of this kynge, one was 
'valued at twoo thoufande Cailellans of golde. Thus at the length they departed from this kyng, laden with 
golde and precious iloones. Grtfalua the gouernour, fente one of the Carauelles to his vncle Die^o Velafqutn 
gouemour of the Hande of Cuba, with meffengers to delyuer hym the golde, iewelles, and other ornamentes. 
The refydue in the meane tyme flyli foiowed the tracte toward the Weft, One of them in the whiche Frauncis 
Montegius the vnder gouemour was caryed, fayled harde by the Ihore: and the other twoo kept aloofe within 
profpecte of the land. Th[e]inhabitauntes of thefe coaftes alfo, no lelTe mameylynge at the iliyppes then dyd 
the other, came with twelue Canoas to Montegius, defyringe hym by th[e]interpretours to coorae alande, 
promyfynge in the name of their kynge, that hee thoulde be honorably enterteyned. But JMontegious anfwered 
that hee coulde not affente to their requeft bycaufe his coompanions were fo farre from hym. Yet dyd he gyue 
them certayne of owre thynges ftraunge vnto them, and thankes for their gentylneffe. Shortly after efpyinge a 
great towne they directed their courfe thither. Th[e]inhabitauntes prohibyted them to coome alande, and came 
foorthe ageynft them with bowes and quyuers ful of arrowes, brode fwoordes made of heauy woode, and 
lauelens hardned at the ende with fier. They ihotte at owre men a farre of: And owre men difcharged 
certeyne pieces of ordinaunce ageynft them. The Barbarians aftonjtflhed at the noyfe of the gunnes, fledde 
amayne, and defyred peace. Here owTe mens vyt^les began to fayle them, and theyr ftiyppes were broofed 
with longe vyages. Hauynge therefore founde aiM doone thefe thynges whereof we haue fpoken, Grtfalua 
returned to the Hande of Ferttandina well contented, but fo were not his companions. We mufte nowe diuerte 
fumwhat from this matter, and fpeake of an other nauigation. And from thenfe wyll we retume to thefe landes 
which owre men haue founde. So it is therfore, that Diegus Velafqiien the gouernour of the Hand of 
Fernandina, about the fame tyme that he had-fent foorth this nauie of fotire Caraueles, he prepared an other 
nauigation of onely one Carauell and one brygantine with fortie and fyue men. Thefe exercifed vyolent handes 
ageinll th[e]inhabi taunt es of thofe regions where they arryued, thynkynge that they myght forceably drawe them 
to the dyggynge of golde bycaufe they were Caffranite Idolaters and circumcifed. There are at the fea fydc not 
farre from the fuppofed continent, many lyttie Ilandes of mofte fortunate and frutefuU foyle, whereof three are 
thus named: Gnanapaii, Gnaiiguan, and QuiiUla. Owte of one of thefe (which they named Sanlla Marina) they 
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violentely caned away three hundreth men and women which they thruil into the Carauell and returned 
immediatly to Fernandtna, leauynge the brigantine with. xxv. of theyrfelowes to th[e]intent to huntformoremen. 
The hauen where the Carauell fyrfte arryued, is cauled Carenas, beinge diflante from the angle oiCuba and the 
chiefe citie of Santiago, two hundreth and fyftie myles. For this Ilande of Cuba, is very longe, reachyng in 
length from the Eaft to the Weft, and fituate directly vnder the circle cauled TVopicus Cancri as we haue fayde 
before. Now ftiall you heare how fortune fought the reuenge of thefe pore wretches. Therfore as theyr kepers 
went aland and few remained in the Carauel, they perceuing occafion miniftred wherby they myght recouer theyr 
libertie, foodeynely fnatched vp owr mens weapons and flewe fyxe of them which yet remayned in the Carauel,' 
whyle the relidue lepte into the fea. And by this meanes the Barbarians poffeffed the Carauell which they had 
foone learned to rule, and thus returned to theyr owne countreys. But they fayled fyrfte to the nexte Ilande 
where they bumte the Carauell and caried away the weapons with them. From henfe they conueyed them 
felues to theyr owne countreys with the Canoas of this Ilande. Heare in lyke maner they pryuilie aflayled them 
that were lefte with the brigantyne, and ilewe many of them alfo. The refidue that efcaped, fledde to the 
brigantine where they bewayled theyr felowes deathes and counted theyr owne efcape a victorie. On the ihore 
not farre from the place where they fuffered this miffortune, there is a treCj in the toppe wherof they fet vp a 
croffe, and graued this infcription in the barke of the tree : Vannuis Aldaried. There is a ryuer named Dariai, 
on the banke wherof ftandeth the chiefe citie of the fuppofed continent. The gouemour therfore hauing 
intelligence herof, fent with all fpeede two fliippes of warre well fumyflied, to the ayde of them that were lefte. 
But they were wyfe to late. Vet folowynge the viewe of the croffe, they came to the fhore and redde the letters 
grauen on the tree, but durfte not attempte fortune. Thus with all theyr hardie fouldiers departinge from henfe 
with defpayre, they fayled to the nexte Ilande, out of the which they caryed away by violence fyue hundreth 
men and women, fuppofynge lykewyfe that they myght laivfully fo doo bycaufe they were Idolaters and 
circumcifed. But the Hke chaunce happened vnto them when they landed at Fernandina. For the Barbarians 
efpyinge oportunitie, fette vppon the Spaniardes in one of the ihippes with theyr oivne weapons and flewe theyr 
keepers. The refidue that efcaped, cailynge them felues into the fea, fwamme to the nexte carauell, and with 
theyr felowes aflayled the caraiiell that was taken from them. This conflicte was fo fliarpe, that for the fpace 
of foure houres, it was doubtfull whether parte ihulde obteyne the victone The Barbarians both men and 
women fought verye fiercely, afwell to recouer theyr libertie, a.s alfo to holde fafle the praye whiche they had 
gotten. But in fine, the Spanyardes had the vpper hande by reafon they were more experte in handelynge of 
theyr weapons and rulyng of theyr Carauell. The Barbarians beinge thus ouercoome lepte into the fea: but 
the Spanyardes tooke theym ageyne with the (hippe boates. About a hundreth of the Barbarians perylhed, 
beinge partely drowned and partly flayne with the fwoorde; And but fewe of the Sp^nvardes. Thefe thynges 
thus pacified, the refydue of the Barbarians were caryed to the towne of San£liago and condenmed to laboure 
in the golde mynes. Shortly after they made owte a newe vyage to an other of the Ilandes, whiche lye there 
about fo thicke, that they commonly caule the number of them Anhipdagus, as they m owre fea of lomcum are 
cauled SympUgades. Here owre men were cruelly handeled: and as many of them as came alande eyther 
flayne or wounded. This Ilande they named Florida, bycaufe they arryued there on Eafter day whiche the 
Spanyardes caule the floryfliynge day of the refurrection. They fay alfo that in this tncte they fawe. xsvi. 
Ilandes which Colonus had ouerpafl^ed: And the fame fo to lye aboute Hifpamola and Cuba, as though they 
warded them from the furie of the Ocean. In many of thefe they founde n^tlue golde of lyke goodnes to that 
which is founde in Granatum. Th[e]inhabitantes alfo weare many lew els, ind haue many Images of theyr 
domefticall goddes made both of golde artificially wrought and alfo of woodde gylted. Francis Cheregatus 
browght one of theyr Idoles with hym, wherby may bee confid'ered of what wytte and aptenes they are. It is 
a maruelous thynge to fee what maner of rafers they haue, made of certeyne yelowe (tones cleare and 
tranfparent lyke vnto Cryftal. With thefe they (haue and came as though they were made of fine fteele. 
When the edges are blunte with longe exercife, they fliarpen them not with a whetftone, or powder, or any other 
ftone, but temper them onely with ^vater. They haue alfo a thouiande kindes of inftrumentes or tooles and 
fuch other thynges of fyne deuife, which were to longe to rehearfe. Let vs therefore returne (rom whenfe we 
haue digrefl^d, as to Cozumdla, lucatana, Colluacana or Olloa, beinge al landes lately fuunde, ^nd fo rich, 
fruteful and pleataunt, that they may in maner be compared to the earthly Paradyfe. Therfore, after that it 
was knowen to owre men of howe greate momenta thefe trades were, the Spanyardes ivhich lnh^hlted the 
Ilande of Cuba Anunctus beinge the gouernour of the Ilande fumyflied a newe nauie of ten Carauelles and fyue 
hundreth menne, with twoo fmaule brigantines, as it weare in the (leade of lyght horfemen or forerunners w hofe 
ayde they myght vfe as fcoutes to fearche the wayes for daunger of rockes and (halow fandes or Ihelfes. They 
(hipte alfo certeyne horfes, as fyue ftoned horfes and. xvi. mares apte for the waires. For their generall 
gouemour and Admiral of the nauy, they elected Fernando Coriefius who at that tyme was the chiefe ruler of 
the citie of San^Uago. For vnder capitaines, they appointed Alfons Portucarerius, Francis Montegius, Alfons 
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Auiia, Aluerado Spatenfe, lohn Velafguen and Diegiis Ordaffus. They flyll folowed the fame wynde from tlie 
kft angle of Cuba toward the wed. As foone as Frauncis Fernandes of Corduba, and then lohn Grifalaa 
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For in al this fo Urge i fpace of land the deuelyihe anxii-tie f tl d fj of wicked money, hath not yet 
oppreffed th[e]mhabitantes Thej fije the fame alfo of the II n 1 It Ij founde, wherof two are named 
Dijlam and Sejlam whofe mhabitauntes go naked and for fcatceneffe of children, lacrifice dogges whiche they 
nourifhe, afw ell for that purpofe as alfo to eate as w ee do connies fhefe dogges are dumme and can not barke, 
hauynge fnoiUes lyke vnto foxes Suche as they deflraate to eate, they geld while they are whelpes, wherby 
they waxe very fat in the fpace of foure monethes They relerue il the bytches for increafe, and but fewe 
dodges On re men difwaded them from thefe faperftitions dedarynge how they were abhominable and dete'fted 
o± gjd They uere foone ptrfwaded and defjred a law whiche thej myght folowe. Owre men therfore declared 
\ nto them that there was onely one god which made heauen and earth, the geuer of al good thynges, beyng of 
01 e incomprehcnfyble fubftaunce vnder triplicitie of perfon. As foone as they harde thefe woordes, they broke 
their Z^m j and pared, fcraped, and wafhed the pauementes and waules of their temples. Oivre men gaue 
them a painted picture of the bleffed vyrgine which they placed reuerently in their temple, and aboue it a croffe 
to be hon jred m the remembraunce of god and man and the faluation of mankynde. They erected alfo an 
other great cro le of woodde in the toppe of the temple, whyther they oftentymes reforte togither to honour the 
Image of the \>rgine. Th[e]inhabitantes fignified by th[e]interpretours that in the Hand al lucataiia not far 
from them there were feuen Chriftians captiiies which in fyme paft were dryuen thither by tempefte. The Ilandc 
ot Co u I III IS onely fyue miles diftant from lucaiana. The gouernour Cortefius being aduertifed herof, 
fumjfl ed ) Laraueh with fyftie men, wyllyng them incontinent to direct their viage thither and to make fercli 
for thLle me 1 They toke with them thre interpretours of CozunuUa (whofe language agreeth with theirs) with 
letters to the Chriftians if any myght be found. He further declared vnto theym howe goodly a matter they 
ihulde bnnge to paffe if they coulde bringe away any of them. For he no wayes doubted but that by their 
informatioi he Ihuld be fully certified of the commodities of all thofe tractes, and the maners of th[e]inhabi- 
tai ntes Thus they departed with commaundement to retourne within the fpace of fyxe dayes. But when they 
had remained there now. viii. days, and hard no woorde of their Cozumellane interpretours whome they had 
fent ilande with the meflage and letters, owre men returned to Cozumdla without them, fufpectyng that they 
were other flane or deteyned. And where as the hole nauye was now determyned to depart from Cozumea'a 
but thit they were hyndered by contrary wynde, they fodenly efpied towarde the wefte a Canoa coommynge 
from Ik ataita ind in it, one of the Chriftian captiues (named Hieronimus Aquillaris) who had lyued feuen 
)eares m that Ihnde. With what ioye they embrafed the one the other, the chance may declare. They were 
no leffe defyrous to heare, then he to tell of the myffortune whiche befell to hym and his coompanions. And here 
it flial not bee greatly from my purpofe breefely to rehearfe how the thynge chaunced. In my Decades I iiaoe 
made mention of a certayne noble man named Valdhiia, whome the Spanyardes whiche inhabited Darima in 
the fuppofed continente of the goulf of Vraba, fent to the Hand of Hifpanhla to Colonus the Admiral and viceroy 
with the refidue of the Senate and counfel there (to whom perteyneth the redreffe and orderynge of all thinges 
in thefe newe landes) to fygnifye vnto them in what extreme neceffitie and penurie they lyued. Vnhappy 
Valdiida therfore, takynge this matter in hand in an euell houre, was with a fudden and vyolent whirlewinde 
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dryuen vppoii certayne quickefandes in tlie profpecte of the Ilande of lamaka, lyinge in the Soiithe fyde of 
Hifpaniola and Cuba. Thefe blind and fwalowyng fandes, the Spaniardes caule vypers ; And that by good 
reafon, bycaufe in them many fiiyppes are entangled, as the lycertes are implycaCe in the tayles of the 
vipers. While the Carauell thus wrelleled with the water, it was fo bnide in funder, that ValMuta with 
thirtie of his felowes, coulde fcarfely with muche difiicultie defcende into the fhyppe boate: where, without 
oers, and without fayles, they were caried awaye by the vyolence of the water. For (as we haue faid 
before in owre Decades) the feas do ranne there continually with a vyolent courfe towarde the Wefl. 
They wandered thus. xiii. dayes not knoivyng wbyther they went nor yet fyndynge any thyng to eate. Famen 
confumed feuen of them whiche were calle in the fea to feede the fyflies. The refydue lykewife in maner 
confumed by famen and faulynge from one calamitie into an other, were driuen to lucatana and fell into the 
handes of a cniell kynge who flewe Valdmia the gouemour with certayne of his felowes. And when hee had 
fyrft iacrifyced them to his Zemes, fliortely after he eate them with his frindes of that confpiracie. For they eate 
onely their enemyes and (Iraungiers: And do o otherwife abileyne from mannes flelhe. In this meane tyme, 
while Hieronimus AquUlaris with fyxe of his felowes were referued to be facrifyced the thirde daye, they 
brooke their bandes, efcaped the handes of that cruell tyranne, and fledde to an other kynge beynge his 
enemye, who receaued them, yet onely as bondemen. It is a (Iraunge thinge to heare of the moother of this 
AquUlaris. For as foone as (he harde that her foonne was faulen into the handes of the nations that eate 
mannes fleflie, (hee fell madde incontinent: So that wlien fo euer after, Ihee fawe any meate roflyng at the 
fyer, or onely ready fpytted to laye to the fyer, (hee ceafed not to crye out in this maner. O me molle 
wretched moother: Behold the metnbers of my fon. But to retume to owre purpofe. When AquUlaris had 
now receaued the gouemours letter fente by the Cozumellane meifengers, hee declared to the kynge his mayfter 
(whofe name was Taxmarus) what was their erraunt thither, and wherfore they were fent: vfyng in the meane 
tyme many large difcourfes in expreffynge the great poure and magnifycence of their kynge who had of late 
arriued in thofe coafies Alfo of thtir humanitie and gentilneffe toward their frindes and fuche as fubmytted 
them felues to them, and Tg-ime their rjgour and fierceneffe ageynd fuche as (loobemly eyther contemned them 
or denyed their requelle'; With thefe noordes he broughte Taxmarus into fuche feare, that the maiiler was 
now fayne to defyre his femaunt fo to handell the matter that they myght quyetly enter into his dominion as 
his freendes and not as his enemies AqutUaris promifed in their behalfe that they (huld not onely coome in 
peace, but alfo to ayde hym ageynfl his enemyes if neede (hulde fo require. Whervppon hee difmiffed 
AquUlaris and with h\ m three of his famihers and coompanions. Thus they fayled together from Cozumdla to 
lucatana to the ryuer whiche they hid founde before in the fyrfte vyage thither by the gouemance of Alaminus 
the pilot. They found the mouthe of the ryuer (lopped with fande, as wee reade of the ryuer of Nilus in 
Egipte when the wyndes (cauled Eign) blowe in fummcr and efpecially in the canicular dayes. Therfore 
where as they coulde not enter into the r) uer with the biggefle veflelles (although it bee otherwife apte to 
receaue great (byppes) the gouemour cauled two hundreth men to be fette alande with the brigantynes and 
ihyppe boates : wyllynge AquiUaris to offer peace to th[e]inhabitauntes. They demaunded what owre men 
required, AquUlaris anfysered, vjtta)les There was a longe fpace of fande by the fyde of the towne, whither 
they wylled them to reforte, promyfynge to brynge them vyttayles thither the daye folowynge, Owre men 
wente and they came accotdjnge to their promiffe and brought with them eyght of their hennes beynge as 
bygge as peacockes, of brownjthe coloure, and not inferiour to peacockes in pleafeunte tall. They brought 
alfo as muche bread made of Maizium (whiChe is a graine not muche vnlyke vnto panyke) as wolde fcarcely 
feme tenne hungry men Ind here with defyred them to depart. But when they perceaued that owre men 
made no haft away, immediately there carae a great coompanye of armed men towarde theym demaundyng 
what they had to do thus to wander in other mennes landes. Owr men made anfwere by AquUlaris, that they 
defyred peace, vyttayles, and golde for e\chaunge of other thinges. They anfwered ageyne, that they wolde 
Rother peace nor warre with them But threatned them to auoyde the lande excepte they woolde bee 
diftroyed euery manne Owre men fajde that they woulde not departe withowte fuffyciente vyttayles to 
mayntayne their fouldyers 

They appoynted the dij folowjnge to brynge them more vytayles: but they brooke prome(re. Yet 
perceauing the fecond da> that onre men were encamped on the fande and had repofed there that nyght, 
they brought them as much more vytayles and commaunded them in the name of theyr kynge to departe 
Owre men fayde that they w ere def> rous to fee the towne, and to haue yet more (lore of vytayles. The Bar- 
barians denyed theyr requeft, and therwith departed whifperynge and mutterynge amonge them felues. In the 
meane tyme owre men were Hyll fo opprelfed with hunger that they were enforced to feeke for meate. The 
gouernouie therefore fent his vnder capitaynes to lande with a hundreth and fyftie men, As they went difperfed 
in dyuers compauyes about the vyllages of the countrey, the Barbarians met with one of theyr bandes, and put 
tliem to great diftreffe. But when theyr felowes beinge not farre from them, harde the noyfe of theyr alarome, 
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they came with all pofiible hafte to thejr refcue. The gouernour on the other fyde, placinge liis ordinance in 
the brygantines and fliippe boates, approched to the iliore with the refidue of his fouldiers. The Barbarians 
lykewife, beinge redy furnyflied to the battayle, came runnynge to the fea fyde to difturbe theym that they 
fliulde not coome alande : And with theyr arrowes, wounded tnanye a farre of vnprepaied. The gouemoure 
difcharged aboute. xx. pieces of ordinaunce ageynlle them : With the (laughter and terrible thunder wherof, and 
with the flame of fyei* and fmel of brimllone, they were fo afloniflied and put to fuch feare, that they fled and 
difparcled lyke wylde beades: whom owre men perfuinge, entered the towne which th[e]inhabitantes forfooke 
in maner for fearc of theyr owne men whom they fawe fo difmayde. On tJie banke of this ryuer tliere is a 
towne of fuch portentous byggenes as I dare not fpeake. But Alaminits the pylot, fayth that it conteyneth in 
circuite fyue hundreth niyles, and that it confifleth of xxv. thoufande houfes. Sume make it fnmwhat leffe: 
But they all agree that it is exceadynge great and notable. The houfes are diuided with gardens, and are 
buylded of Ij-me and Hone verye artificially and of cunnynge woorkeman fliippe. To theyr haules, chambers, 
parlers, or other places of habitation, they afcende by tenne or twelue fleares: And haue certeyne fpaces betwene 
euery houfe ; fo that it is not lawful for any to lade his neighbours uaules with rafters or beames. Theyr houfes 
are feparate one from an other by the fpace of three houfes: And are for the more parte couered witli reede 
and thetche: And many alfo with flate or other ftone. I'he barbarians them felues confefTcd that they were 
that day fortie thoufande men at the battayle, which were van([uiflied of a fewe by reafon of the newe and 
vnknowcn kynde of feyght with gunnes and horfes. For the gouernour had vnbarked. xvi. horfes which were 
alfo at the battayle, and fo fiercely aflayled the Barbarians on the backehalfe, that Ihey brake theyr array and 
fcattered them as it had byn flockes of flieepe, ouerthrowing, wonndynge, and kyllynge them on euciy fyde. 
\Vhiche thynge the feely wretches fo imputed to a miracle, that they had not the poure to occupie theyr wepons. 
For wheras before tJiey had neuer feene any horfes, they thought that the man on horfebacke and the horfe, 
had byn all one beade, as the antiijiiitie dyd fable of the monfler Cmtauriis. Owr men pofliened the towne. 
xxii. dayes where they made good chere vnder couert, whyle the owners of the houfes lay vnder the firmament 
and durd not aflayle owre men who had placed them felues in the flrongeft parte of the towne, where fume 
kepte continuall watche (leaft the Barbarians fliulde foodenly inuade theim) whyle other gaue them felues to 
relle and fleepe. Th[e]inhabitantes catile this towne Potanchnna: But owre men for the \ictorie which lliey 

obteyned here, named it Victoria. It is a maruelous thynge to confider the greatenes, magiiificence and finenes 

and wai bly[/=d? of the buyldinge of certeyne palaices they haue in the countrey to the which they reforte fumtymes for theyr 
folace and paflyme. Thefe are curiouily buylded with many pleafaunt diuifes, as galeries, folars, tiirrettes, 
portals, gutters with chambers boorded after the maner of owre waynfcotte and well flowred. Foure of owr 
Spanyardes went into one of them of fuch greatnes, that they wandered in the fame for the fpace of foure houres 
before they couldc fynde the waye owt. At the length by th[e]interpretours and certeyne captiues owre men 
fent for the kynge and fuche rulers as were nexte vnder hym in autoritie, wyllyng them to fubmyt them felues and 
to coome into the towne vnarmed. Gyuinge the melifengers further in commaundement to certifie them that in 
their fo doinge, they wolde comraen with them as concernynge conditions of peace, and reflore them theyr 
towne. They came gladly, and entered euery man into his owne houfe vppon condition that they fliulde euer 
thereafter abft.eyne from fuch cerimonies and horrible facrifices of mans fleftie to deuils the mortal enemies to 
mankynd, whofe Images they honoured. And to directe the eyes of theyr myndes to Chrifte owre god the maker 
of heauen and earth, who was borne into this world of a virgin, and fuflered death on the croffe for the 
redemption of mankynde. And fynally to profeffe them felues fubiectes to the great Chriftian kynge of Spayne. 
They promyfed both, and were indructed as farre as the fliortenes of tyme wolde permitte. Beinge thus 
reftored, they recompenfed owre men with many rewardes: Suppofynge fuche men to be fent from heauen, 
which being fo fcwe in number, durft. attempte battayle ageynft. fo great a multitude. They gaue owre men 
alfo certeyne golde and twentie flaues. Departing therefore from henfe, and coaftynge ftyll alonge by the 
fame (hore, they came ageyne to the goulfe whiclie Alaminus the pylot founde before vnder Grifahia. This 
they named Bian San6li lohannis, ihsX is, Saynt lohns goulfe; For Bian in the Spanydie tonge fignifieth a 
goulfe. Here th[e]inhabitantes reforted to them peaceably. Aboute a myle frome the fliore, was a towne of 
a thoufande and fyue hundreth houfes fituate vppon a hyll. They profered owTe men halle the towne if they 
wolde dwel with them for euer. This perhaps they dyd the rather eyther fearynge th[e]exemple of th[e]in- 
habitantes of Potamhana, the fame wherof myght haue coome to theyr eares, or els hopjnge that \nder the 
fliadowe of fuche valiant menne, they myght obteyne ayde and fuccour ageynft theyr enemies and bortherers. 
For {as I haue fayde before) they dyftroye one an other with continuall warre for the dcfjre to inlarge tJieyr 
dominions. Owre men refufed perpetiull habitacion, and accepted theyr frendely profer foi a tyme As they 
came alande, the people folowed them on euery fyde with bouwes in theyr handes which they helde ouer owre 
mens heades to defende them from tJie rayne as though they had walked in a continual arbour. Here ihey 
encamped. And lead the refidue lefte in the (hippes, fliulde in the mcane tyme waxe flothefufl wiih Idlcnes, 



Hosted by Google 



\0f the Landes ami Ilandes lately founded The thyrde Decade. 195 

t!ie gouernour gaue com maun dement to Alaminus the pylot and Francis Montegius to fearch the weft partes 

of that lande, whyle he relieued the weried fouldiers and healed fuche as were wounded. To them that wiint 

forward on this vyage, he aiVigned two brigantines with fiftie men. Vnto this goulfe, the courfe of the water 

was gcntyl enough and moderate. But when they had fayled a lyttle further towaide the Weile, they founde 

the fea runnynge with fo fwift a courfe as if it were a great ryuer faulynge from the tops of hygh mountaynes : Whm tht ! 

In fo much that in a ftiorte fpace of tyme it caried them fiftie myles from theyr felowes. When they were now from ih= Ei 

entered into this violent ftreame of Che water, they lawe on their left hand a lai^e playne fea which mette with AconBicibetv 

the courfe of the other waters faulynge from the weile. And lyke as two great ryuers that runne contrary 

wayes, make a vehement conflycte where they meete, fo feemed the waters commyng from the Southe to refyll 

thefe waters as enemyes that had entered into the ryght or pofleffyon of an other. On the contrary parte, they 

fawe the lande reachynge farre bothe on the lefte hande and on the ryght. In this flrife betwene the waters, 

they were fo toffed on bothe fydes and entangled with whirlepooles, that they longe wreflled ivith owte hope 

of lyfe. At the length with muche difRcultie, tumynge the flemmes or forpartes of their ftiyppes ageynH the 

ftreame from whenfe they came, and labourynge al that they myght with their oers and fayles, they coulde 

fcarfely ouercoome the rage of the water: In fo much that where as they thought that they had in one nyght 

Ihyled twoo myles, they founde that they were dryuen backe foure myles. Yet at the length with goddes 

helpe, they ouercame this daungerous conflycte. They fpente. xxii. daies in this lyttle fpace of fea : And when 

they «i.re none returned to their felowes dtclared into them that that enJe was the land of Cilluacina whiche 

they adradjjcd to be parte of the fuppofed contment The linde wh che thej fawe a farre of before their 

fafe they fuppofed eyther to be anne\ed to cure continent or to bee loyned to the lai^e North regions 

cauled Biaahos whciof iie haue mile mention in owr Decades in the vyage of Sebiftian Cabote 

This matter is yet doubtefuU But wee trufte it ihall once bee better knonen \\hile Alaminus and 

Monttgiis fearched thefe fecreates the kynge of the promnce {whofe n-ime wis Multoxumam) fent owre 

men by one of his chiefe otljcers (be)n^e alfo his Iieuetenaunt of the fayde tonne) many rjche and 

goodlj prefentLS of golde fyluer and precious (loones fette and wroughte after a maruejlous ftraunge 

deuyfe and with no lelle cunnynge woorkemanlhyp Here thei determined to fende meffengiers to owe 

nene Emperour to knowe his pleafure that they myght in this jriumce plant a newe colonic or hab ta 

tion And this d>d the) withonte th[e]-uiuile of Die^us Jtiafquen the gouernour of the Hand of Cula 

Ftrnandma who fjrfte fente them foorth with commaundement to retume agcyne afttr they had fearched thefe 

regions and obteyned plentie of golde While they eonfulted hereof thej were of djuers otinions But the 

mofle part alleiged that in this cafe it wis not requifj te to make the gouernour of their counfailc Forafmuche 

as the matter Hiulde be referred to a higher Iudj,e as to the kyng of Spame him felfe 'When they were th is 

agreed, they receaued vyttayles of the gentle kyng of the prouince, and alfigned the place of their colonic twelue 

myles from the fayde towne, in a fruteful and holfome foyle. For their generall gouernour, they elected 

Cortefius the gouernour of the nauye, againft his wyll as fum faye. For other magiftrates to goueme the citie ThisCone 

which they intended to build he choofe Portucarerius and Montegius of whome we haue made mention before. ^o^ToTiw 

They chofe alfo certeyne meffengiers to fende to the kyng by the conduction of Alaminus the pylot. 

Furthermore, foure of the princes of this prouince offered them fehies wyllyngly to go with owre men into 

Spaine to th[e]intent to fee owre landes and that kynge whofe poure is foo great and whofe auctoritie reacheth 

fo farre. They brought lykewife two women with them, which ferued and obeied them in all thinges after the 

maner of theyr countrey. The people of this nation is of broune or yelowylhe colour. Bothe the men and the 

women haue pendauntes of gold and precious Hones hanginge at their eares. The men alfo, boore their nether 

lyppes full of holes from the vppermofte parte of the lyppe euen vnto the nethermolle parte of the gumme. At 

thefe they hange certeyne rynges and plates of golde and fyluer faftned to a fmaule and thynne plate lymge 

within betwene the lippe and the gumme. At the byggeft hole in the myddeft of the lip, there hangeth a 

rounde plate of fyluer as brode as the coyne cau!ed a Corolyne, and as thicke as a mannes fynger. I do not 

remember that euer I fawe any thynge that feemed more fylthy in myne eye. Yet do they thynke that there is 

nothing more cumly vnder the circle of the moone. Wherby we may fee howe vainely mankynde wandereth 

in his owne blyndneffe. The Ethiopian thincketh the blacke colour to be fayrer then the white : And the white 

man thlnketh otherwife. They that are pouled, thinke that more decent then to weare a bu(h and they that 

weare beardes, iudge it a defonnitie to be ihauen. As appetite therfore moueth, and not as reafon perfwadeth, 

men runne after vanities: And euery prouynce is ruled by their owne fenfe, as writeth laint lerome. From 

whenfe they haue their golde, we haue fpoken fufficiently before. But as owre men marueyled where they had 

their fyluer, they fhewed them certayne highe mountaynes whiche are continually couered with fnowe fauynge 

that at certeyne tymes of the yeare, the onely toppes are feene bare bicaufe the fnow is there molten by reafon 

of the thicke and warme cJoudes. The playnes therfore, or mylde, fofte, and plealaunt mountaynes fceme to 

brynge foorthe golde ; And the rough craggye mountaynes witli their coulde valleyes, are the places where fyluer 
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is engendered. They haue alfo Liton, wherof they make furh maces and hammers as are vfed m the \iarres. 
Dyggynge mattockes alfo, and fpades : for they haue nother Iren nor flecle. But lette vs nowe fpeake of the 
prefentes fente into Spayne to the kyng: and fyrlle of the bokes. Thefe procuratours therfore of the newe 
colonic of the prouynce of Colluacana, emong other their prefentes. brought alfo a great number of bookcs, the 
leaues wherof are made of the inner ryndes or barkes of trees, thinner then eyther that of the elme or of the 
lalowe. Thefe they fmere or annoint with the pytchc of molten Bitumm, and while they be fofte, extend them 
to what forme them lydeth. When they be coulde and harde, they rubbe them ouer with a certeyne playfler. 
It is to bee thoughtc that they beate the playfter mto fine floure, and fo temperynge it with fum byndynge 
moifter, to make a crufte thenvith vppon the leaues, wheron they wryte with any (harpe mllrument, and blotte 
the fame againe with a fpungs or fum fuche other thynge, as marchaunt men and noble mens Hcwardes are 
accuftomed to do with their wrytynge tables made of the woodde of fygge trees. The leaues of their bokes 
are not fet in order after the maner of owres, but are extended many cul)ettes in length. The matters 
whiche they wryte, are conteyned in fquare tables; Not loofe, but fo bounde togither with the toughe 
and flexible cley cauled Bitumen that they feeme lyke woodden tables whiche had byn vnder the handes 
of cnnnyng bokebynd Wh h way fo euer the booke lyeth open, there are two leaues feene and two fydes 

written, with as manj ly g hyd nder them, excepte the booke be vnfoulded in length. For vnder one leafe 
there are many lea yn d gyther. I'he formes of their letters are nothynge lyke vnto owtcs. But are 

n uche more crook I n 1 nta Id, lyke vnto fylhehookes, knottes, fnares, ftarres, dife, fyles, and fuche other 
uche lyke vnto th tgjtan 1 tters, and written in lynes lyke vnto owres. Here and there bet wene the 
1 es are pictured the (hapes of men and dyuers beafles : And efpecially the Imj^es of kynges and other noble 
me Wherby it is to be thought that in fuche bookes, the factes of their kynges are conteyned as wee fee the 
l}ke emonge vs howe owre printers expreffe the fumme of hiflories in pictures, that men may therby be the 
more allured to bye fuche bookes. The couerynges of their bookes are alfo artifycially wrought and paynted. 
When they are fliutte, they feeme to differre nothynge from owres in forme. In thefe bookes are furthermore 
comprehended their lawes, rytes of ceremonies and facrifyccs, annotations of Ailronoraie, accomptes, compu- 
tations of tymes, with the maner of graffynge, fowyng, and other thynges perteinyng to hufbandry. They 
begynne the yeare from the goynge downe of the feuen flarres cauled Vcrgilitz or Pleiades: And counte theyr 
monethes accordyng to the moones. They name a moneth, Tona, of the moone. For in theyr language, they 
caule the moone Tona, they reken the dayes by the foonnes. Therfore as naany daies as they name, they faye, 
fo many foonnes. The foonne in their tonge, is cauled Tonaiica. They dellribute the yeare (without any 
reafon why) into twentie monethes; And the moneth into as many dayes. The temples whiche tliey frequent, 
they adoume with golden hangynges and other omamentes of golde and fyluer with precious llones intermixte. 
i^t the fprmge of the daye they pertume their temples with frankenfence and make their praiers before they 
take in hande inj other buftneffe But oh horriLL crueltie For th[e]mhabitauntes of all thefe tractes alfo, 
doo (acnfjce children to their Idoles in Ijke miner as wee hiue fajde before At fuche tyme as the feedes 
1)1, in the ground and when the corne be^ynneth to Ihewe foorth the eare, they dellinate to their Zemes fuche 
bondmen as they hiue bought or fuche captiues as the) haue taken in the warres, which they factifyce after 
that they haue made thtm great chiere and decked them in precious apparell Alfo before they facrifyce thefe 
poore wretchts theyleid them about the towne Hh>ie al the people falute them humbly and reuerently, 
affyrmyng thit in ihorte fpace, they (halbe receiued into the coompanje of the goddes. They honour their 
Zi,mei with an other Iharp k nd ot deuotion For they lette them ftlues tludde, e>ther in the tonge, lyps, eares, 
legges, thyj,hes, or brefl, which they take in their handes md hurle it vppe towarde heauen, foo that with the 
faule therof the pauement of the temple is ■dl fpircled w ith bludde, wherby they thincke that their goddes are 
well pleafed From the newe colonie (caultd Villa Ruti) nyne mjles diflante there is a towne of. xv. 
thoufande houfes, whiche th[e]mhabitauntea caule Cemobal, but owre men named it SyHlla. The kynge of 
this towne had fyue men whiche he refcrued to be lacnfyced ^Miom when owre men wold haue delyuered, 
the kynge mide humble requefi, to them, faymge that if they tooke awaje fuche men as he had confecrated to 
be offered to the goddes, they fliulde brynge vtter deflruction to hym and ail his kyngdome. For if owre 
facrifyces (fayd he) do ceafe, o^vre Zemes wyll take fuche difpleafure with vs that they wyll fuffer owre come, 
graffes, and fnites, to bee confumed of woormes, fcortched with drowth, deftroyed with fluddes, or bJafled with 
lyghtnynge, Owre men perceauynge his cmeflneffe herein, thought it beile to chofe the lead euel, perceauynge 
that it was yet no tyme to difquyet their myndes, and therfore fuffered them to exercife their accuftomed 
ceremonies. And althoughe their prieftes promyffe theym immortall glorie, eternall felicytie, and perpetuall 
conuerfetion with the goddes after the ftormye dayes of this lyfe, yet do they with heauy countenaunces giue 
eare to their promiffes, and had rather be fette at lybertie. Their prieftes are named Quints in the plurell 
number, and Quin in the fyngular. They leade a pure and chafte lyfe ; And are honoured of the people with 
feare and reuerence. They make fagots of the bones of their enemyes which they haue taken in the warres. 
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and hange vppe the fame at the feete of their Zemes, as tokens of the victories obtejned b) thtir fauour. To 
thefe they adde certayne titles and fuperfcriptions as teftimonies of the fame. This is ftraunge and woorthy to 
be noted, that when their children are a yeare oulde, the priefl.es in their temples with deuoute ceremonies and 
mummrynge woordes, poure water in forme of a croffe vpon their heades with a cruet, wherLy they feeme to 
baptife them. Neyther do they as the lewes and Turkes, thinke their temples polluted if any of a fl,raunge 
relygion bee prefent at their facrifyces and other folemnities. Wee haue nowe fpoken fuM)uentely of their 
bookes, temples, and fu perditions. Lette vs nowe therfore coome to the other prefentes whiLh were brought 
to the kynge. Emonge thefe, there were twoo broode and rounde plates (whiche fumme haue named the 
Images of the foonne and moone) the one of filuer and the other of gold in largenefle and roundneile muche 
lyke to the (tones of hand mylles: yet but thynhe, and in maner bothe of one of circumference, that is. xxviii. 
fpannes in circuite. 

That of golde is of the weyght of three thoufande and. viii. hundreth Caflellans, where as wee haue fayde 
before that a Caftellane is a coyne of golde which weyeth more than a Ducate by a trient, tbat is the tliyrde 
parte of a pounde. In the center of this, was the Image of a kynge of halfe a cubette longe, fyttinge in a 
t[h]rone and appareled to the knee, lyke vnto a maumette, with fuch countenaunce as owre paynters are wonte 
to paynte fayries or fprites. About the Image, were the lliapes of trees and floures, fo that it feemed to fytte as 
though it had byn in a fielde. The other of fyluer, was inad« to the lame fimilitude, beinge alfo in maner of 
the feme weyght, and both of pure metall. They brought lykewyfe certeyne graynes of rude golde (that is, 
fuche as was neuer molten) about the byggenes of fytches or the pulfe cauled lintels in token of plentie of natiue 
golde. Alfo two cheynes of golde, wherof the one conteyned. viii. lynkes in the whiche were fet two hundreth 
threefcore and twoo fayre and cleare redde ilones, and yet no rubyes: furthermore, a hundrethe fourefcore and 
three greene Hones, and yet no emerodes. Neuertheleffe, thefe are in lyke ellimation with them as the other are 
with vs. At the edge of this cheine, there hange. xxvii. golden belles, hauynge betwene euery of them, foure 
iewels of precious Hones inclofed in golde, at euery of the which in lyke maner hange certeyne fpangels of golde. 
The other cheyne confifteth onely of foure golden lynkes, befet rounde about with a hundreth and two redde 
ftones, and a hundreth threefcore and twelue greene ilones, with. xxvi. golden belles curioully wrought and 
placed in comely order. In the verye myddeft of the cheyne, are ten great precious ilones inclofed in golde, 
at the whiche alfo hange a hundrethe golden pendauntes of cunnynge woorkemanfliippe. They brought 
furthermore twelue paire of lether bufkynnes of diuers colours, fumme imbrothered with gold and fumme with 
fyluer, with plates and iewelles of golde and precious Ilones inclofed, and at euery of them certayne golden 
belies. Alfo certeyne myters befette with precious Hoones of dyuerfe colours, emonge the whiche fume are 
blewe like vnto faphires. Of crelles, gerdles, and fannes made of fethers, I wotte not what I fhulde faye. But 
fuerly if euer the wyttes and inuentions of men haue deferued honoure or commendacion in fuche artes, thefe 
feeme mofle woorthy to bee had in admiracion. I do not maruaile at golde and precious Hones. But am in 
maner ailonythed to fee the woorkemanfliyppe excell the fubilance. For I haue with woonderynge eyes 
bi-helde a thoufande formes and finuhtudes, of the which I am not able to wrjte And m my mdgement, I 
neuer fiwe any thing whofe bewtie mjght fo allure the eyes of men As they marue)led at the naturall bewtie 
of the fethers of onTe peacockes and pheafante-,, fo d>d we no lelle maruel at the artifycial bewtie of fuche 
thinges as they make of fethers and quilles impaled with golde For I fawe m manje of their woorkes, all 
maner of natiue colours euen in the quilles wherof they make futhe inflrumtntes They brought alfo two 
hehnettes garnyflhed with precious ilones of a whiteflie bkwe colour One of thefe is edged with belles and 
plates of golde and vnder euery bell two knobbes of golde The other, befvde the ilones wherKith it is 
couered is Ijkewjfe edged with xxv gclden belles and knobbes and hath on the creil, a greene bird with 
the ftete, bylle, and ejes, of golde Alfo foure fpeares muche l>ke vnto troute fpeares or }ele fpeares, the 
woodde wherof is all coutred with quilles of diuers colours marueiloully wrethcd with golden wjers ml 
plates interm^xte Luery ot thefe fpeares haue three pikes whofe edges or teeth are all ot precious Ilones 
made fade with wjers ol golde Of like workmanlhip they brought a great fcepter b)fet with precious Hoones 
and belles of gold, alfo a braflet of gold, and ihones made of a hartes Ikynne, fowed and imbrothered with 
golden wjers, with a white fole beneth Furthermore a ghffe of a br>ght blene Hone, and an other of white, 
both encloftd in golde Likew ife a precious flone of the kynde of them that are cauled Sphinges, inclofed in 
golde Furthermore the heade of a gre^t l}farde, two great (helles, two duckes, the thapes of diuers other 
byrdes, foules, and f)fihes, and all of maffie golde Furthermore xxiiu rounde and fquare targettcs Ihieldes, 
and buckelers of golde, and fjue of f)luer Alfo a tnjile crowne of plates and wjers ot golde marueyloun\e 
wreathed with quilles and fethers of diuers colours, hauing on the fronte a plate of golde on the whiche is 
grauen the Image of the Idole Zemes. About this Image, hange foure other plates like crolfes of gold in the 
whiche are grauen the heades of diuers beaHes, as lyons, tygers, woulues, and fuch other. They brought alfo 
the fymilitudes of certeyne beaftes made fumme of roddes or twygges, and fum of woodde with the beailes owne 
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ikyniies theron, and gamyfflied witli coUers of laton belles. Lykewife diuers (hietes weaned of gorfLimiiyin; 
cotton of fundry colours, wherof two are rychely fiynged with golde and precious ilones, and three other with 
qui lies and fethers intermyxte with goflampine cotton of fun dry e colours and chekered lyke the panes of a 
chede bo'rde. " Sum are on the one fyde, of blacke, white, and redde colours: and on the other fyde, plaine 
without any varietie. Other fum, are wrought in lyke maner with variable colours with a wheele or circle of 
blacke in the myddefl intermyxte with ihyning fethers and fparkes of golde lyke (larres. They brought alfo 
cloth of Aras or Verdure of mameylous workman (hyppe. Likewife a fouldiers cloke fuche as their prynces 
wears in the warres, with certeyne priuye coates of fence, and fundrye tirementes perteynyng to their heades, 
with alfo many fuche other thynges more bewtifull to the eye then ryche or precious, wherof to entreate par- 
ticularly, it (houlde be more tedious then profytable. I lette pafle here alfo to fpeake of many particular 
nauigations and of the trauailes and daungers whiche they fufleyned in the iame, with the monilers and 
fecreates of nature they fawe : whiche are all conteyned in the regefters of owre Senate of th[e]affayres of India, 
owte of the whiche I haue felected thefe fewe annotations, fuche as feemed to me mofte meete to bee publifQied. 
Notwithilandyng thefe ryche and goodly prefcntes, yet were they diat brought them, and alfo Cortefius the 
gouernour of the nauye and autour of erectinge their newe colonic in tbofe remote regions, adiudged by the 
Senate to haue doen ageinfl ryght and equitie, in that tliey attempted the fame withowte th[e]aduice of the 
gouernour of the Ilande of Citba who fente them foorthe by the kynges auctoritie, where as they dyd other 
thinges befyde their commyflyon, ye althoughe they wente to the kynge, not fyrll knowynge his pleafure whom 
the kyng had fubllitute his Lieuetenaunt in that Jlande. In fo muche that by his procuratour, he accufed 
them before the Senate as fugitiue theeues and traytours. They on the other parte alleaged that they had dooen 
the kyng better feruyce then he: And that they had fhewed fuffycient obedience in appealyng to the kyng as 
the hygher ludge. But the gouernour required by the vertue of his comroiffion and the kinges letters pattentes 
that they myght be headed for their difobedience ageinIX hym whom they knewe to be autorifed by the 
kynge. They ageine replied that they had not offended the kyng, but rather deferued rewarde for their great 
danglers and trauails. Bothe the rewarde and punifliment were deferred, and a daye appointed when bothe 
parties flioulde bee harde. Leete vs nowe therfore coome to the Spaniardes of Dariena, tii[e]inhabitours of the 
goulfe of Vraba in the fuppofed Continent. We haue fayde before that Dariena is a ryuer runnynge towarde 
the Welle fyde of the goulfe of Vraba. On the banke of this ryuer, the Spaniardes planted theyr fyrft colonie 
or habitation after they had vanquifihed kynge Chemaccus. This colonie they turned SanHa Maria Antiqua, 
by reafon of a vowe whiche they made to the virgine Marie in the tyme of the battaiie ageynil Chemaccus. To 
thefe (as wee haue made mention in the ende of owre decades) was Pelrus Arias fente with a thoufan(ie and two 
hundreth men at the requeil of Vafchus Nunnez Balboa, who was then the gouernour of Dariena, and the 
fyrft that found and difcoured the large South fea heretofore vnknowen. Wee haue alfo declared how at the arriual 
of Pdrus Arias the newe gouernour, he deuided his aimye into Centurions, that is, capitaines ouer hundrethes, 
whom hee fent foorth dyuers waies. What tragedies folowed hereof, I wyll abfolue in fewe woordes, bycaufe all are 
horrible and vnpleafaunte. For fence we fynyfhed owre Decades, there hath byn none other then kyllynge, 
fleyinge, murtherynge and accufinge. The kynge made Vafchus gouemoure but durynge his pleafure. His courage 
was foch, and his factes fo notorious, that hecoulde notlongeabydethehautynesof/if/«/j.^r/<rj-. Tobeebreefe, 
theyr faulynge owte and difcord confounded al thynges. John Cacedus the pulpitte fryer of the order of laynt 
Frances, dyd his vttermofte endeuour to make them frendes, promyfynge vnto Vafchus the dowghter of Fetrus 
Arias to wyfe. But no meanes coulde be founde howe thefe two which bore the chiefe role, myght bee brought 
to agreement At the length the matter grewe to fuch extreniitie, that Pdrus Arias fyndynge occafion of 
querelynge ageynde Vafchus, fent procefTe to the maiedrates of the toivne, wherby he commaunded them to 
ilrangle Vafchus, and fyue other which were chiefe capitaynes vnder hym; AUeagynge that Ihey and their 
confetherates confpired to rebel in the South fea: And that Vafchus hym felfe for that intente, had buylded and 
furniflied foure fhippes to fearch the fouth coades of the fuppofed continent : Alfo that to his three hundreth 
fouldiers and companions which he had with hym, he (hulde fpeake woordes of this effecte as folowetb. My 
frendes, and felowes of my longe pe3Ties and trauayles: Howe longe (hall we be fubiecte to the commaunde- 
ment of other, fythe wee haue bydden the brunt and ouercumme th[e]enterprife for the whiche this newe 
gouernour was fent with fo great a multitude? Who can any longer abyde his pryde and infolencie? Lette vs 
therefore folowe thefe coades whyther fo euer fortune fliall dryue vs : And among thefe fo many pleafaunt and 
fruteful prouinces of this large lande, let us chofe one in the whiche wee maye with libertie fpende that portion 
of owre lyues which yet remayneth. Who can fynde vs, or flialbe able to profer vs vyolence? When thefe or 
the lyke woordes were declared to Pdrus Arias, he fente to the Southe partes for Vafchus, wyllynge hym by 
the vertue of his commiflion to repayre to him foorthwith. Vafchus obeyed, and at his commynge was cade in 
pryfon : yet condantly denyinge that euer he entended any fuche thynge. Wytneffes were brought ageynd hym, 
and his wordes rehearfed from the begynnynge To conclude, he was iudged woorthy death, and was put to 
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eJiecution. And this is the rewarde wherwith the blynde goddeffe oftentymcs recompeiifeth fuch as haue 
fufteyned great trauayles and daungiours to bee liyghly in her fauoure. Fetrus Arias leauynge his wyfe in 
Dariena, embarked hym felfe in the (hippes left of Vafchus, to th[e]intent to fcarche thofe coafles. But 
whether he be returned or not, we haue yet no certeyne knoweleage. He hath alfo his fortune. Yet is tJrere 
an other gouemour affigned, whofe name is Lupus So/a, the viceroye of the Ilandes of Canane. What ilomake 
Peirus Arias may haue yf he retume, let good men iudge. There was nothyng doone vnder hym woortliy 
glorie. Sume thynke that he was at the begynnyng fo Ilacke and negligent in his office, and not feucre in 
correctynge errours and miforders. But we wyll leaue him and rehearle fumwhat wherof we haue byn lately 
informed as touchynge the great and diepe ryuer of Dabaiba, the whiche for the greatnes and largenes therof, 
owre men named Grandis, that is, great, as we haue noted in owre Decades. This riuer fauleth into the 
furthcil corner of the goulfe of Vraba by feuen portes or mowthes as dooth the ryuer oiNilus into the Egyptian 
fea, whofe large defcription yowe may alfo reade in owre Decades. That the mountaynes on euery fyde about 
this ryuer, are rych in golde, we haue learned by th[e] information of £h[e])nhabitauntes, of whom we made 
diligent inquifition. Vafchus, and befyde hym other gouemoures and Lieuetenauntes, haue foure tymes entered 
into this ryuer with theyr armyes in battayle array, and with dyuers kyndes of (hippes fyrfle for the fpace of 
fortie myles, then fyftie, and at the laft, fourefcore, at an other tyme alfo ouerthwarte the ryuer. Oh fliamefull 
chaunce and deteffable couwardenes of owre men. A naked nation encounterynge with them that had apparell, the 
armed ageynfle the vnarmed, had the ouerthrowe in maner in all conflictes, and were other all flayne or wounded. 
They vfe inuenemed arrowes, and are fuche expcrte archers, that if they efpye any place of theyr eneniie bare or 
vnarmed, they wyll not lyghtlyfayle to ftryke him there. They vfe alfo many dartes, which in the tyme of the battayle 
they hurle fo thicke a farre of, that they take the lyght of the fonne from theyr enemies as it were with a clowde. They 
haue lykewife brode and longe fwoordes made of a heauie and harde kinde of woodde, wherewith they feyght fier- 
cely neare at hande. Vafchus hym felfe receaued many woundes in encounterynge with them. And thus by reafon 
of the iiercenes of thefe barbarians, the ryuer of Dabaiba is yet lefte vnfearched. We wil nowe fpeake fumwhat 
more of the Iland of .Sy/J»i7«w/ir {which the Spanyardes caule .^to^wi/fl) the moother and chiefe of al other landes 
or Ilandes wherof we entended to WTyte. In it the Senate is now reftored, and fyue ludges afligned to giue lawes 
to all the inhabitauntes of thofe tractes. But in fliorte tyme, they fhall ceafe gatherynge of golde although there 
bee greate plentie : by reafon they (hall lacke labourers and myners, forafmuch as th[e] inhabitauntes whofe helpe 
they vfed herein, are brought to a fmaule number, confumed partly by warre, and many more by fanien 
that yeare that they dygged vp the rootes wherof they made theyr befle breade, and lefte of fowynge 
theyr grayne oi Maizium which is theyr common foode, fuppofmge hereby to haue dryuen owre men owte of 
the Ilande, who had vytayles fente them from Spayne. A great number of thera alfo, dyed of newe and 
ftraunge difeafes which in the yeare of Chrille a thouiande fyue hundreth and. xviii. confumed theym lyke 
rotton (heepe. 

And (to faye the truth) owre mens vnlaqable defyre of gold, fo oppreffed thefe poore wretches with 
extreme labour and toyle, where as before they lyued pleafauntly and at lybertie, gyuen onely to playes and 
paftymes as daunfynge, fyflhinge, foulynge, and huntyng of lyttle connies, that many of them periflhed 
euen for verye anguyftie of mynde, the whiche (with their vnaccuftomed labour) are thynges of them fclues 
fuffycient to engender many newe difeafes. But the kynge and the Senate haue nowe deiermyned that they be 
reduced to a people, and to gyue them felues onely to increafe, and tyllage of the ground: And that onely fuch 
as are bought or taken owte of other regions, bee appointed to labour in the golde mynes. But it Ihall fuffyce 
to haue (ayde thus muche of the peftiferous hunger of golde. Therfore to fpeake of other matters: It is a 
marueylous thynge to confyder howe all thynges increafe and profper in this Ilande. There are nowe. xxviii. 
fuger preffes wherwith great plentie of fuger is made. The canes or reedes wherin the fuger groweth, are 
bygger and hygher then in any other place : And are as bygge as a mans arme in the bra\vne, and higher then 
the ftature of a man, by the halfe. This is more woonderfuU, that where as in Valentia in Spaine (where a 
great quantitye of fuger is made yearely) where fo euer they applye them felues to the great increafe therof, yet 
doth euery roote bring foorthe not pafte fyue, or fyxe, or at the mofte feuen of thofe reedes: wheras in Hifpaniola 
one roote beareth twentie, and oftentymes thirtie. Foure footed beades and cattayle, are marueyloully 
increafed in this Ilande. And albeit that the rauenynge hunger of golde hath hitherto greatly hyndered owre 
men from tyllage of the ground, yet is there great plentye of wheate, whiche profpereth fo wel that it yealdeth 
fumtyme a hundreth foulde : And this efpecially on the hylles or rydges of the mountaynes profpectynge towarde 
the North. Vines do alfo increafe here with no lefle frutefulneffe. What (huld I fpeake of the trees that beare 
Cqfsia fifiula, brought firft into this Hand from the other Ilandes neare vnto the fuppofed Continent, as we 
haue noted in owr decades? There is nowe fnche plentie hereof, that after a fewe yeares we fliall haue a pounde 
of the price that wee paye nowe for an ounce. Of the brefyle .and mirobalane trees, with other innumerable 
prerogatiues and benefites whiche nature hath plentifully giuen to this bleffed Hand, we haue fpoken fuffyciently 
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in owr decades. Yet haiie I thought good to repeate part of the fame, bycaufe I think that the wittes o 

readers haue diuerted from tlie weyght of great affaires, to tlie recordation of fuch pleafaiint 

thyiiges. And yet do not fuche thynges as are fauery, engender tedy- 

oufneffe, foe that a precious matter bee adournetl 

with a precious vcfluie. 



JFJ1«J». 
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167EXEMPLAR BVLLAE SEV 
DONATION IS, AVTORIT ATE 

CVIVS, EPISCOPVS ROMANVS 

Alexander eius nominis fextus, con- 

cefsit et donault Caftell^e regibus 

et fuis fuccefforibus, regiones 

et Infulas noui orbis in 

Oceano occidentali Hlf- 

panorum nauigationi- 

bus repertas.*. 



LEXANDER EPISCOPVS, feraus 
feruorum Dei, Charifsirao in Chrido 
filio Ferdinando Regi, et Charifsi- 
m^ in Chrifto fili^e Elizabeth Re- 
gitiK Caflells, Legionis, Aragonum, 
SiciliK, et Granat«, illullribus, falu- 
tern et Apoflolicam benedictionem. 



Inter csetera Diuinse maieftati benepladta opera 
et cordis noftri defiderabilia, illud profecto potifimum 
exiilit vt fides catholica et Chrilliana rehgio notlris 
prisfertim temporibus exaltetur ac vbilibet amplietur 
ac dilatetur, animanimque falus procuretur, ac baibar^e 
nationes deprimantur et ad fidem ipfam reiiucantur. 
Vnde cum ad banc facram Petri fedem Diuina fauente 
dementia (meritis licet imparibus) euocati fueremus, 
cognofcentes vos tanquam veros catholicos reges et 
principes: quaks feraper fuilTe nouimus, et a vobis 
prKclare gefta, toti pene orbi notifsima demonftrant, 
nedum id exoptare, fed omni conatu, ftudio, et dili- 
gentia, nuUis laboribus, nullis impenfis, nuUifque par- 
cendo periculis, etiam proprium fanguinem effundendo 
efficere, ac omnem animum vellrum, omnefque conatus 
ad hoc iam dudum dedicafse, quemadmodum recuper- 
ato regni Granatae a tyraiinis de Sarracenorum hodier- 
nis temporibus per vos, cum tanta Diuini nominis 
gloria fadta, tedatur. Digne ducimur non immerito, 
et debemus ilia vob s et m fpo te, ac fauorabiJiter 
concedere, per quje h 1 n d f naum ac laudabile 
ab iramortah deo accept m propoftum, indies feruen- 
tiori animo ad ipfiua de honorem et Imperij Chrif- 
tiani propagationem profequ valeatis. ^e accepi- 
mus quod vos qui dudum anunum propofueratis aliquas 




C THE COPPIE OF THE BULL 

OR DONATION, BY TH[E]AU- 

TORITIE WHEROF, POPE 

Alexander the fyxte of that name, 

gaue and graunted to the kynges of 

Caftyle and theyr fucceffours the 

Regions and Ilandes founde in 

the Wefte Ocean fea by 

the nauigations of the 

Spanyardes. 



Lexander byflioppe, the feruaunte of 
the feruantes of God : To owre mode 
dearebeloued fonne in Chrift Kynge 
Ferdinande, And to owre deare be- 
loued doughter in Chryile Elyzabeth 
Queene of Caftyle, Legion, Aragon, 
Sicihe, and Granata, moft noble 
Princes, Gretynge and Apoilolical benediction, 

Amonge other woorkes acceptable to the diuine 
maieftie and accordynge to owre hartes defyre, this 
certeinely is the chiefe, that the Catholyke fayth and 
Chriftian religion, fpecially in this owre tyme may in 
all places bee exalted, amplified, and enlarged, wherby 
the health of foules may be procured, and the Barbarous 
nations fubdued and brought to the fayth. And there- 
fore wheras by the fauoure of gods clemencie (although 
not with equall defertes) we are cauled to this holy 
feate of Peter, and vnderilandynge you to bee trewe 
Catholyke Princes as we haue euer knowen you, and 
as youre noble and woorthy factes haue declared in 
maner to the Jiole worlde in that with all your ftudie, 
diligence, and induftrye, you haue fpared no trauayles, 
charges, or perels, aduenturynge euen the Ihedynge of 
your owne bludde, with applyinge yowre hole myndes 
and endeuours here vnto, as your noble expeditions 
achyued in recoueryng the kyngdome of Granata from 
the tyrannie of the Sarracens in thefe our dayes, doo 
playnely declare your factes with fo great glorye of the 
diuine name. For the whiche as we thinke you woor- 
thy, fo owght we of OMTe owne free wyl fauorably to 
graunt all thynges whereby you maye dayely with more 
feruent myndes to the honoure of god and eiilargynge 
the Chriftian empire, profecute your deuoute and laud- 
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infulas et terri! 
alios hactenus 
ilhrum iicohs et hab tatorcs ad culendum redemp 
t ri.m njftrun et tidem catholicim profitendum re 
duceret s haflenus in expugnatione et recuperit one 
ipf s regni C n -itae pi iriinum occupati hu ufmodi 
famflum et la idabile pr foftum ^eflmm ad optatuni 
finem perducerc nequiuift s Sed tai len ficut Domino 
piacuit re^n prednflo recuperato \olentes defidenum 
veftrum adimplere, dilectum tiliura Chnflophorum Lol- 
onum vimm vtique dignum et pkirimum commendatum 
ac tanto negotio aptum, cum nauigijs et hominibus ad 
fimilia indnK^lis, non fine maximis laboribus, ac peri- 
culis, et expenfis deflinaflis vt terras firmas et Infuias 
remotas et Incognitas, huhifmodi per mare vbi lia^flenus 
nauigatum non fuerat, diligenter inquireret. Qui tandem 
{Diuino auxilio iada extrenia diligentia in marl Oceano 
nauicantes) certas infijlas remotifsimas et etiam terras 
firm q^plhdt p fra 
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abk ] uqjofc moft acceptable to tJie inimortall God. We 
are credably informed that wheras of late you were de- 
term> ned to feeke and fynde certeyne Ilandes and finne 
hndes farre remote and vnknowen (and not heretofore 
found by any other) to th[e]intent to bringe th[e]inhabi- 
tauntes of the fime to honoure o«re redemer and to 
profelte the catholyke fayth, )ou haue hetherto byn 
mucb occupied in Eh[e]L\pugnation and recouene of 
the kjngedome of Granita, by reifon whereof joive 
coulde not brjn^e \oure fi)de laudable purpofe to 
th[e]ende dcf^red Neuerthcleffe as it hith jlcifud 
almyghtygod, the forefajde kjngedome bemge reco- 
vered, ivy Uj ng t[o]accompl}(he jouj fajdedtljre yon 
haue, not without great laboure, perelles, and chii^es, 
appoynted owre welbeloued fonne Chriftopher Colonus 
(a man certes wel commended as mofte worthy and 
apte for fo great a matter) well furnyflied with men and 
fliippes and other neceffaries, to feeke (by the ft-a 
where hetherto no manne hath fayled) fuche firme 
landes and Ilandes farre remote and hitherto vnknowen. 
\ 1 (by gods helpe) makynge diligente fearche in the 
(J n fea, haue founde certeyne remote Ilandes and 
lindes whiche were not heretofore founde by any 
h In the which (as is fayde) many nations inhabite 

I g peaceably and goinge naked, not accuftomed 

fleflie. And as farre as yowre meffengers can 

ture, the nations inhabitynge the forefayde landes 

nd Ilandes, beleue that there is one god creatoure in 

h : and feeme apte to be brought to th[e]imbraf- 

f the catholyke faythe and to be imbued whh 

d maners: by reafon whereof, we may hope that if 

h y ell be inilructed, they may eafely bee induced 

aue the name of owre fauiour lefu Chrift. We 

f ther aduertifed that the forenamed Chrillopher 

h nowe builded and erected a fortrefte with good 

on in one of the forefayde principal] Ilandes in 

th 1 ich he hath placed a garrifon of certeitie of the 

Chnft an men that wente thyther with him: afwell to 

1 [ ] tent to defende the fame, as alfo to fearche other 

II d sandfinnelandesfarreremoteandyetvnknowen. 
W Ifo vnderftaiide, that in thefe landes and Ilandes 
lately founde is great plentie of golde and fpices with 
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Cicri lauiicri fufceptionem, qua mandatis Apoilolicis 
obligati eftis, et per vifcera miferi cordis Domini nortri 
lefii Chrifli atteiite requirimus, vt r.um expedidonem 
huiufmodi omnino profequi et aflumere prona mente 
orthodoxK fidei zelo intendatis, populos in huiufmodi 
Infulis et terris degenCes, ad Chriflianam religionem 
fufcipiendum induccre velitis et dcbeatis, nee pericula 
nee labores vllo vnquam tempore vos deterreant, firma 
fpe fiduciaque conceptis quod Deus omiiipotens cona- 
tus veftros fcelicitcr profequetur. Et vt tanti negotij 
prouintiam ApoHoUcEe gratice latgitate donati, liberius 
et audacius affumatis, motu proprio iion ad veflram vel 
>9 alterius pro vobis fuper hoc nobis oblatK petitionis 
inllantiam, fed de noHra mera liberalitate, et ex certa 
fcicntia, ac de Apollolicie poteflatis plenitudine, omnes 
Infulas et terras firraas inuentas et inueniendas, de- 
teflas et detegendas verfus Occidentem et Meridiem, 
fabricando et conflruendo vnam lineam a polo Ariflico, 
fcilicet SejJteintrione, ad poluni Antarifiicum, fcilicet 
Meridiem, flue terrK firmje et infula inuentse et in- 
ueniendse fmt verfus Indiam aut verfus aliam quam- 
cunque partem quK linea diflet a qualibet InfuLirum 
qure vulgariter nuncupantur de Ids Azores et Cabo 
verde centum leucis verfus Occidentem et Meridiem. 

Itaque omnes Infulse et terrte fimwe repertse et re- 
periendfe, detciSl^ et detegend^ a prsfata linea veriis 
Occidentem et Meridiem, quEe per alium Regem aut 
Principem Chriflianum non fuerint a6tualiter poffeffEe 
vfque ad diem natiuitatis Domini noflri lefu CliTilli 
proxime prxteritum, a quo incipit annus prsefens 
Milleffimus Quadringenteffimus Nonogefiimus tercius, 
quando fuerunt per nuncios et capitaneos vellros in- 
uentffi aliquse pradiflarum Infularum, Autoritate omni- 
potentis Dei nobis in beato Petro concefsa, ac vicariatus 
lefu Chrifti qua fungimur in terris, cum omnibus illatum 
dominijs, ciuitatibus, caftris, locis, et villis, iuribufque 
et iurifdjiflionibus ac partinentijs vniueriis, vobis here- 
dibufque et fuccefforibus veflris (Caftellje et Legionis 
regibus) in perpetiium tenore prjefentium donamus, 
concedimus, et affignamus: Vofque et h^redes ac 
fucceffores priefetos illarum Dominos, cum plena, libera, 
et omniraoda poteilate, autoritate, et iurifdi6lione, 
facimus, conflituinjus, et deputamus. Decernentes ni- 
hi!o minus per huiufmodi donationem, concefsionem, et 
affignationem noflram, nullo ChriflianoPrincipi quiaiTlu- 
aliter prsfatas Infulas et terras firmas poffederit vfque 
ad praidic'tum diem natiuitatis Domini noflri lefu Chrifti 
ius quasiitum, fublatum intelligi pofse aut auferri debere. 

Et infuper mandamus vobis in virtu ta; faniflK obedi- 



Apoftolicall obedience, and emeflely require )'Owe by 
the bowelii of mercy of owre Lorde lefu Chrift, that 
when yowe intende for the zeaie of the Catholyke 
faythe to profecute tlie fayde expedition to reduce the 
people of the forelayde landes and llandes to the 
Chriftian religion, yowe (hal! fpare no labours at any 
tyme, or bee deterred with any perels, conceauynge 
firme hope and confidence that the omnipotent godde 
wyll gyue good fucceffe to yowre godly attemptes. 
And that beinge autor3d'ed by the priuilege of the 
Apoflolycall grace, yowe may the more freely and 
bouldly take vpon yowe th[e]enterpryfe of fo greate a 
matter, we of owre owne motion, and not eyther at 
yowre requeft or at the inftant peticion of any other 
perfon, but of owre owne mere liberalitie and certeyne 
fcience, and by the fulneffe of Apoflolycall power, doo 
gyue, graunt, and afligne to yowe, yowre heyres and 
fucceffours, al the firme landes and llandes found or 
to be found, difcouered or to be difcouered toward the 
Weft and South, drawyng a line from the pole Artike 
to the pole Antartike (that is) from the north to the 
Southe : Conteynynge in this donation, what fo euer 
firme landes or llandes are founde or to bee founde 
towarde India, or towarde any other parte what fo 
euer it bee, beinge dillant from, or without the fore- 
fayd lyne drawen a hundreth leaques towarde the 
Wefte and South from any of the llandes which are 
commonly cauled De los Azores and Cabo Verde. 

AH the llandes therfore and firme landes, founde 
and to be founde, difcouered and to be difcouered 
from the fayde lyne towarde the Weft and South, fuch 
as haue not actually bin heretofore poffeifed by any 
other Chriftian kynge or prynce vntyll the daye of the 
natiuitie of owre Lorde lefu Chryfte lafte pafte, from 
the which begynneth this prefent yeare beinge the 
yeate of owre Lorde. M. CCCC. Ixxxxiii. when fo euer 
any fuch ihalbe founde by your meflingers and capy- 
taines, Wee by the autoritie of almyghtie God graunted 
vnto vs in laynt Pcfcr and I ) the office which we beare 
on the earth in the fteeie ot Icfu Chr (le doo for euer 
by the tenoureof thefe prefentcs gyue gra nte ^11 gne 
vnto yowe, yowre heyres and fucce foures (the kynges 
of Callyle and Legion) all thofe Ian ies and llandes 
with theyr domimon<i terntories citiei caftels towres 
places, and vylhges with all the rj^ht and lunfiic 
tions iheninto perteynjn e conftitutj ngt. affignyi ge 
and deputynge jowe yowre heyres and fucceflo rs 
the lordes thereof with full and Iree poiire aut>ntie 
and iurifdiction Decree nee neuerthelcffe b) th s 
owre donation graunt and aH gnation that from no 
Chriftian Prince whirl e act all) hath poft"efled the 
forefayde llandes and firme hi des vnto the daj o 
the natiuitie of owre lorde bctorcfavde theyr rjght 
obteyned to bee vnderftoodt htretj to be takcnaway, 
or that it owght to be taken away. 

Euvthermore wee commaunde yowe in the vertue 
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entife (vt ficut pollicemini et noii dubitaraus pro vellra 
maxima deuotione etregia magnanimitate vos efse faftu- 
ros) ad terras firmas et Infulas prsediflas, viros prabos et 
Deura timentes, do^flos, peritos, et expertos ad inllru- 
endum mcolas et habitatores pr'etatos id fide Cathoiica 
et bonis monbus imbuendum deflmare debt^tis, om 
nem debitam diligentum in prsemifsis adhibentes 

A quibufcumque perfonis, cumfcunque d gnitati'^ 
etiani impenalia et regahs flitus gradui ordmis \cl 
rondihom'; fub excommumcationis latie fLntenti'e 
I tna |uam eo ipf ntr f rr 

diflriiflms mhibcmus n d it fi 

inuentas et inueniend d i^ d g rf 

Occidentem et Mend m b d flni 

endo lineam a polo A p m \ 

fiuEe terrK lirma; et Ii "e d'E 

vetfus Indiam aut v m rt 

quK linea diftet a quahbet Infularum qx\x \ulgariter 
nuncupantur de los Azores et Cabo verde centum leucis 
verfus Occidentem et Meridiem vt prjefertur, pro merci- 
bus habendis vel quauis alia caufe. accedere prsfuraat 
abfque vellra ac h^eredum et fucccfsorum vedrorum 
pr;ediiflorum licentia fpeclali: Non obflantibus con- 
ftitutionibus et ordinationibus Apodolicis, cjetenfque 
quibufcunque, in illo in quo iraperia et dominationes 
et bona cunfta procedunt : Confidentes quod dirigcnte 
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noilrje commendationis, hortationis, requifitionis, don^ 
tionis, concefsionis, afsignationis, conflitutionis, deputa 
tionis, decreti, mandati, inhibilionis, et voluntitis m 
fringere vel ei aufu temerario contraire. Si quis autem 
hoc attentare prfefumpferit, indignationem omnipotently 
Dei, ac beatorum Petri et Pauli Apoftolorum ems, fe 
nouerit incurfurum.". 

Datum Romie apud famflum Petrum: Anno mcar 
nationis Dominicje. 1493. quarto iionas Maij: Ponti- 
ficatus noftri anno primo.-. 



of holy obedience (as yowe haue promyfed, and as wee 
doubte not you wyil doo vppon mere deuotion and 
princely magnanimitie) to fcnde to the layde firme 
landes and Ilandes, honefle, vertuous, and lerned men, 
fuche as feare God, and are able to inllructe th[e]in- 
babitai ntes in the Catholyke fayth and good maners, 
appl}mge all theyr poflible diligence in the premiffes. 

\\ e furthermore ftreightly inhibite all maner of 
perlons, of what (late, degree, order, or condition fo 
euer they bee, although of Imperiall and regall digni- 
-n er the peyne of the fentence of excommunica- 
hiche they Ihall incurre yf they doo to the 
y, that they in no cafe prefume without fpeciall 
of yowe, \owre heires and fucceflburs, to 
ra e for marchiundics or for any other caufe, to 
de landts or Ilandes, founde or to bee found, 
red, or to bee dif*,ouered, toward the weft and 
h drawing a Ime from the pole Artjke to the pole 
tart ke, whtther the finne lands and Ilandes found 
and to be f unl be f tuate toward I/ii^ia or towarde 
any oth p e b n diftant from the iyne drawen 
a hundr th ! to rde the weft from any of the 

Ilandes mn 1) ca ltd Z>t ios Azotes and Cabo 
Verde: N tw 1 ft d)nge conftitutions, decrees, and 
Apoftoljcall d what fo euer they are to the 

contrary : In him from whom Empyres, dominions, and 
ill good thynges doo procede 1 Truftynge that almyghtie 
god directyngeyowTeenterprifes, yf yowefoloweyowre 173 
godb vad laudable attemptes, yowre laboures and 
trauayles herein, fliall in fliorte tyme obteyne a happy 
ende with felicitie and glorie of all Chriftian people. 
But forafmuch as it (hulde bee a thynge of great diffi- 
cultie thefe letters to bee caryed to all fuche places as 
fliuld bee expedient, we ivyll, and of lyke motion and 
knortleage doo decree that whyther fo euer the fame 
ftialbe fent, or wher fo euer they ihalbe receaued with 
the fubfcription of a common notarie theranto requyred, 
with the feale of any perfon conftitute in ecclefiafticall 
dignitie, or fuche as are autoryfed by the ecclefiafticall 
courte, the fame fayth and credite to bee gyuen there- 
unto in iudgement or els where, as (hulde bt-e exhibyted 
to thefe prefentes. 

It fhall therefore bee lawefull for no man fo infringe 
or radiely to contrarie this letter of owre commenda 
tion, exhortacion, requefte, donation, graunt, affigna- 
tion, conftitution, deputation, decree, commaun dement, 
mhibition, and determination. And yf any ftiall pre- 
fume to atterapte the fame, he owght to knowe that he 
(hall thereby Incurre the indignation of almyghtie God 
and his holye Apoftles Peter and Paule. (.-.) (:) (■.■) 

f[ Gyuen at Rome at faynt Peters : In the yeare of 
th[c]mcarnat;on of owre Lord M.CCCC.LXXXXIII. 
The fourth day of the nones of Maye, the fyrfte yeare 
of owre feate. ( ) () ( ) 
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[The Third EngUsh book on America, 

IVhkb is also 

The First English Collection of Voyages, Traffics, & Discoveries. 

Cfte litcaUesJ al the netoe toorlKt or toesJt InSta, «tc. 



SECTION II. 



Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdes. 

The Natural History of the West Indies. 



First printed in is^''-] 
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To THE READE 



^though amonge dyuers which haue wrytten of 

' P^^^^B^^^^ZTv^^RI j the Ocean and Welle Indies, there is none to 

' u^/jSBr^^mK^ J ■HI fl 1 be compared to Peter Martyr of Angleria, in 

y^Balf/^lf^/^^ JjjMn 1 3 declarynge by philofophical difcourfes the fecreate 

]mOm Kr^^2|#jVi^U d 1 caufes of naturall affectes bothe as touchynge the 

lande, the fea, the ftarres, and other flraunge 

woorkes of nature, yet forafmuche as of later 

VVSI |^^V9KgJJ[^SB| 'J H dayes thofe countreys haue byn better knowen 

I '^^J^^S^fil^ '««8l f ] ^"'^ fearched, and dyuers fuche particular and 

JS^w/^^~ aiigM ^^BB^K^fcH notable thynges founde as are conteyned in 

the hyftories of later wryters, emonge the 

number of whom Gomalus Ferdinandus Outedus, 

(whom lerned Caidanus compareth to the ancient writers) is doubtles the chiefe, 1 haue 

therfore thought good to ioyne to the Decades of Peter Martyr certeyne notable 

thynges which I haue gathered owte of his booke intiteled the Summarie or abbrige- 

meiit of his generall hyftorie of the Weft Indies wrytten in the firme lande of the fame 

in the citie of Sancta Maria Antiqua in Dariena (where he dwelte and was gouernoiire 

many yeares) And dedicated to Th[e]emperou[r]s maieftie, as maye appeare by the 

epyftell folowynge. 
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f TO THE MOST HYGH AND MYGHTIE 

PRINCE CHARLES THE FYFTE OF THAT NAME: 

EMl'EROUR OF ROME, KYNGE OF SPAYNE, AND OF THE TWOO SICILIES, 
of bothe the fydes of the ftreyght oiFaro, Kynge of H ierufalem 
and Hungarie, Duke of Burgonie and Earlc of Flaunders, 
Lord and inheritoure of the firme lande and Ilandes 
of the Wefle Ocean, etc. Gonzaliis Ferdinan- 
dus Ouiedus his moft humble fcruant 
wyfheth health and per- 
petual felicitie. 



He thyngcs whiche principally preferue and mayntayne 
the woorkes of nature in the memories of men, are 
hyftories and bookes compofcd of the fame, Amonge 
the whiche certes thofe are efteemed mofte trewe and 
autentyke which haue byn wrytten by wyttie and 
expert men well trauayled in the worlde, as faythfuU 
wytneffes of fuche thynges as they haue partely feene 
and byn partely informed by credible perfons. Of 
this mynde and opinion was Plinie, who better then 
anyodier autoure hathe wrytten in xxxvii. bookes al 
that perteyneth to the naturall hiftorie, conteyned al 
In one volume dedicated to Vefpafian Th[e]em- 
perour. Wherein, as a prudente h ifloriographer, he 
declareth fuche thynges as he had harde : Attri- 
butynge the feconde autoritie to fuche as he had 
rcdde in autourcs that wrote before hym : And thyrdely ioyned to the fame hyftorie, 
fuch thynges as he hym felfc had feene as mofte certeyne teftimonie. Whofe exemple 
I folowynge, wyl in this my breefe fummarie reduce and reprefent to yowr maieftics 
memorie fuche thynges as I haue feene in yowre Empyre of the Weft Indies afwell In 
the Ilandes as in the firme lande of the Ocean fea, where I haue ferued nowe more then 
twelue yeares in the place of furuoyer of the golde mynes by the commaundcmente of 
the Catholyke kynge Don Fernando the fyfte of that name and graundfather vnto yowre 
maieftie, to whom god gaue great fame and glorie. Senfe whofe death alfo I haue lyke- 
wies ferued and truft whyle the reft of my lyfe yet remayneth, to ferue yowre maieftie 
as ftiall pleafe yowe to commaunde. As touchynge which thinges and fuch other lyke, 
I haue more largely written in a hyftorie begunne as fone as my age was rype to t;ike 
fuche matters In hande. Wherein furthermore I haue made mention of fuche thynges 
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as haue chaunced in Spaine, from the yeare. 1494. vnto this tyme. Addynge alfo 
thereunto fuche thynges woorthy memorie as I haue obferued in other realmes and pro- 
uinces where I haue trauayled. And haue Hkewife particulerly wryttcn the lyues and 
woorthy actes of the catholyke Princes of famous memorie Don Ferdinando and lady 
Elizabeth his wyfe to theyr laft dayes. After whofe fruition of heauenly Paradyfe, I 
haue noted fuche thynges as haue chaunced in yowre moft fortunate fucceffion. Not 
omittynge particularly to wryte a large booke of fuch thynges as haue feemed mode 
woorthy to bee noted as touchynge yowre maiefties Indies. But for afmuche as that 
volnme remaineth in the citie of San. Dominico in the Ilande of Hifpaniola where I 
dwell and am placed in houfholde with wyfe, chyldren, and famcHe, I haue brought no 
more with me of that my writynge then I beare in memorie. Determynynge notwith- 
ftandynge for yowre maiefties recreation to make a breefe rehearfall of certeyne notable 
thynges wherof I haue more largely entreated in my fayde general hiftorie, and fuch as 
may feeme mofte woorthy to bee redde of yowre maieftie. Of the which, although a great 
parte haue byn wrytten by other who haue alfo feene the fame, yet perhappes they are not 
fo exactly and particularly defcribed as of me, forafmuche as in maner all that trauayle 
into thefe Indies haue greater refpecte to Inker and gaynes then diligently to fearche the 
woorkes of nature wherunto I haue byn euer naturally inclyned, and haue therfore with 
all poffible endeuour applyed myne eyes and intelligence to fynde the fame. And this 
prefente Summarie ftiall not bee contrary or dyuers from my larger hiftorie wherein (as I 
haue fayde) I haue more amplye declared thefe thynges : but fhal oiiely more breefely 
expreffe th[e]ffect therof vntyl fuch tyme as Godde ftial reftore me to myne owne houfe, 
where I may accomplyfhe and fynifhe my fayd general hyftorie. Wherevnto to gyue the 
fyrft principle, I fay that Don Chriftopher Colonus (as it is well knowen) beinge the 
fyrfte Admyrall of this India, difcouered the fame in the dayes of the Catholyke kynge 
Don Ferdinando and the lady Elyzabeth his wyfe, graundfather and graundmother vnto 
yowre maieftie : In the yeare. 149 1. And came to Barzalomi in the yeare 1492. with the 
fyrft Indians and other fhewes and profes of the great ryches and notice of this weft 
Empire. The whiche gyfte and benefyte was fuche, that it is vnto this daye, one of the 
greateft that euer any fubiect or feruant hath done for his prince or countrey, as is mani- 
fefte to the hole worlde. And to faye the trewth, this flial! doubtleffe bee fo commodious 
and profytable vnto the hole realme of Spayne, that I repute hym no good Caftilian or 
Spanyarde that doothe not recognife the fame. And (as I haue fayde before) foraf- 
much as in my fayde generall hiftorie I haue more largely intreated of thefe thynges, I 
intend at this prefent only briefely to rehearfe certeyne efpeciall thynges, the whiche 
fuerly are verye fewe in refpecte of the thoufandes that myght bee fayde in this behalfe. 
Fyrft therfore I wy! fpeake fumwhat of the nauigation into thefe parties. Then of the 
generation of the nations whiche are founde in the fame, with their rytes, cuftomes, and 
cerimonies. Alfo of beaftes, foules, byrdes, woormes, fyffties, feas, ryuers, fprynges, trees, 
plantes, herbes, and dyuers other thynges which are engendered boothe on the landeand 
in the water. And forafmuche as I am one of th[e]order and company of them that are 
appointed to returne into thefe regions to feme yowre maieftie, yf therfore the thynges 
conteyned in this booke fhall not bee diftincte in fuch order as I promifed to performe in my 
greater woorke, I defyre yowre maieftie to haue no refpecte herevnto, but rather to 
confyder the noueltie of fuche ftraunge thynges as I haue herein declared, whiche is the 
chiefe ende that moued me to wryte. Proteftyng that in this Summarie I haue wrytten 
the trewth of fuche thynges as coome to my remembraunce : wherof not onely I my 
felfe can teftifye, but alfo diners other woorthy and credible men which haue bin in 
thofe regions, and are nowe prefente in yowre maiefties courte. And thus it flial fuffyce 
to haue faide thus much vnto yowre maieftie in maner of a proheme vnto this prefent j 
worke which I moft humbly defyre yowre maieftie as thankfully t[o]accept, as I haue 
wrytten It faythfuUy. 
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^ Of the ordinary nmiygation from Spayne to the Wefte Indies. 




He nauygatioii whiche is commonly made from Spayne to the 
Weile India, is from Siuile, where yowre maieflie haue yowre 
houfe of contractation for thofe partes, with alfo yowre ofTycers 
thervnto perteynynge, of whom the capitaines take their paiTeporte 
and lycence. The patrones of fuche Ihyppes as are appoynted to 
thefe vyages, imbarke tlieym felues at San Luca di Barameia, 
wliere the ryuer Cuadalchiber entereth into the Ocean fea. And 
from henfe they folowe their courfe toward the Ilandes of Canarie, 
Of thefe feuen Ilandes, they commonly touche two, that is, eyther 
Grancanaria or Goinera. And here the (hyppes are fumyffhed 
with frefhe water, fuell, cheefe, btefe, and fuche other thynges 
whiche may feeme requifyte to be added to fuche as they brynge 
with them owte of Spayne. From Spayne to thefe Ilandes, is 
coommonly eyght dayes faylinge, or lyttle more or leffe. And 
when they are arryued there, they haue fayled two hundereth and 
fyftie ieaques, whiche make a thoufande myles, accomptyng foure 
myles to a leaque as is their maner to recken by fea. Departynge 
from the fayde Ilandes to folowe their courfe, the (hippes tary. xxv. dayes, or a lyttle more or leffe, before they 
fee the fyrile lande of the Ilandes that lye before that whiche they caule La Spagnuola or Hifpaniola. And the 
lande that is commonly fyrfle feene, is one of thefe Ilandes whiche they caule Ogni fan^i Marigalanle {ot 
Galantd) La Dejfeada (otherwife cauled Defyderata) Matanino, Dominica, Guadalupe, San. Chrijloual, or fumme 
other of the Ilandes wherof there are a great multitude lyinge aboute thefe afore&ide. Yet it fumtymes fo 
chaunceth that the (hippes palle withowte the fyght of any of the layde Ilandes, or any other that are within 
that courfe \ntj!l they coomc to the Ihnd of San6li Lohaiinis or LLifpaniola, or Jamaica, or Cvia, whiche are 
before the other It ma\ alfo chaunce that they ouerpafTe all thefe likewyfe, vntyl! they faule vppon the coafles 
of the fyrmL lande But this chiunceth when the pylote is not well practifed in this nauigation or not perfecte 
in the trewe iirde But makjnge this iiage with experte maryners (wherof there is nowe great plentie) one of 
the fayde fyrfle Ilandes ftiall euer bee know en. And from the Ilandes of Canarie to one of the fyrfte of thefe, 
the diftaunce is nyne hundreth Ieaques by faylinge, or more. And from henfe to the citie of faynte Dominike 
which is m the Ilande of Htfpimola is a hundreth and fyftie Ieaques: So that from Spayne hitherto, is a 
thouland and three hundreth lea(iu-.s> Yet forafmuche as fumtimes the nauigation procedeth not fo directly, but 
that it chaunceth to wander on the one f\de or on the other, wee may well faye that they haue nowe layied a 
thoufande and fjue hundreth leique*; and more. And if the nauigation be flowe by reafon of fumme 
hynderaunce it commonly chaunceth to be fynifihed in. xxxv. or. xl, dayes. And this happeneth for the mofle 
parte, not accomptjnge the extremes that is, eyther of them that haue Howe paffage, or of them that arryue 
in verye (horte tjme Forwee oiighte to confyder that which chaunceth moil commonly. The retume from thofe 
partes to Spayne is not tynyfihed w ithout longer tyme, as in the fpace of 1. [fifty] dayes, or a lyttle more or leffe. 
Neuertheleffe in this prefent yeare of. 1525- there came foure (hyps from the Hand of San Dominica to faint 
Luca in Spaine, in. xxv, dayes. But (as I haue fayd) we ought not to iudge of that whiche chaunceth feldome, 
but of that which happeneth moll ordinarily. This nauigation is very fafe and much vfed, euen vnto the fayd 
Ilande. And from this to the firme land, the fliyppes trauerfe diners wayes for the fpace of fine, fyxe, or fcuen 
dayes faylynge, or more, accordyng to the partes or coaftes whither they directe their vyages, forafmuche as the 
fayde fyrme lande is veiye great and large, and many nauigations and vyages are directed to dyuers partes of 
the iame. Yet to the fyrme land whiche is nearefl, to this Hand, and lyeth directly ageynfl. San Dominico, the 
paffage is fyniflhed in the tyme aforeCiyde. But it fhalbe muche better to remytte all this to the carde of thefe 
nauigations and the new Cofmographie, of the whiche no parte -.vas knowen to Ptolomie or any other of the 
owlde wrytters. 
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C Oftwoo notable thynges as touchyng the Weji Indies: And of the great 
rycheffe brought from thenfe into Spayne. 




II nd 



Fter my vniuerfall defcription of the hiftorie of the Indies, there commeth to my remem- 
beraunce two thynges chiefely to be noted as touchynge th[e]empire of this Well Indies 
perteynynge to the dominion of yowre maieflye. And thefe befyde the other particulars 
ivherof I haue fuffyciently fpoken, are to be confydered as thinges of great importaunce. 
W'herof, the one is the ihorteneiTe of the way and with what expedition yowr maiefties 
(hyppes maye paffe beyonde the mayne fyrme lande of thefe Indies into the newe Southe 
fea cauled Mare del Sur lyynge beyond the fame. And this to th[e]intent to coome to the 



wl re the fpices growe, befyde the other innumerable rycheffe of the kingedomes and figniories whiche 
th the fayde fea where are fo many people and nations of dyuers toonges and maners. The other 
th g t confyder howe innumerable treafures are entered into Spayne by thefe Indies, afwell that whiche 
mn eth 1 yly from thenfe as alfo that is cominnally to bee looked for, bothe of golde and perle and other 
ma 1 t s which are iirfl brought into this yowre realme of Spaine before they are fecne of other nations or 
tr i d t other realmes. Wherby not onely this yowre realme is greatly inriched, but alfo the benefyte 
therof redoundeth to the great profyte of other countreys which are neare therviito. A teflimonye of this, are 
the double ducades whiche yowre maieflie haue caufed to bee coyned, and are difparfed throughowte the hole 
worlde. But after they are once paffed owt of this yowre realme, they neuer returne agein bycaufe they are the 
bell curraunt money of the world. And therfore if after they haue byn in the handes of llraungers they chaunce 
to be retoumed ageyne into Spaine, they coome diiguifed in an other habite, and are diminished of the good- 
neffe of their golde, with the ftampe of yowre maieftye chaunged: So that if it were not for their fuchc 
defacynges in other realmes for the caufe aforefayde, there Ihulde not bee founde fo great quantitie of fyne golde 
of the coyne of any prynce in the worlde as of yowre maiefties. And the caufe of all this, are yowre Indies, 



C Of the mynes of golde, and the maner ofwoorkynge in theyin. 




jTHis particular of the mynes of gold, is a thing greatly to bee noted: And I maye muche better 
fpeake hereof then any other man, forafmuche as there are nowe twelue yeares pafte fenfe I 
ferued in the place of the furueier of the meltynge (hoppes perteynynge to the golde mynes 
of the iirme lande, and was the gouernour of the mynes of the Catholyke kyng Don 
Feniinaiido, after whofe departure from this lyfe, I ferued longe in the lame roome in the 
name of yowr maieftie: By reafon wherof, I haue had great occafion to knowe howe 
golde is founde and wrought owte of the mynes: And do knowe ryght well that this 
lande is exceadynge rychei hauynge by my accompte and by the labour of my Indians and flaues, gathered 
and fyned a great portion of the fame; and may therfore the better affyrme this by teftimonie of fyght 
For I am well affured that in no part of Cajlilia del oro, that is, golden Callile (otherwife cauled 
Beragua) no man coulde alke me of the mynes of goMe, but that I durlle haue bounde my felfe to 
hane difcouered them in the fpace of ten leagues of the countrey where it Ihulde haue byn demaunded 
me, and the fame to bee verye ryche. For I was alowed all maner of chaiges to make fearche for the iame. 
And although golde be founde in maner euery where in thefe regions of golden Caftile, yet owght wee not in 
euery place to beftowe the trauell, and charge to get it owte, bycaufe it is of leffe quantitie and goodneffe in fum 
place then in fum. And the myne or veyne whiche owghte to be folowed, ought to bee in a place whiche may 
ftande to faue muche of the charges of the labourers, and for the adminillration of Other neceflary thinges that 
the charges may bee recompenfed with gaynes. For there is no doubte but that golde fhalbe founde more or 
leffe in euery place. And the golde whiche is founde in golden Caftile, is verye good, and of. xxii. caractes or 
better in fyneffe. Furthermore, befyde this great quantitie of golde whiche I haue layde to be founde in the 
mynes, there is alfo from day to day found or otherwife gotten, great treafure of fuche wrought gold as hath byn 
in the cuftodie of the fubducd Indians and their kynges, afwell of fuche as they haue gyuen for their fyne and 
raunfome, or otherwife as frcndes to the Chriftians, befyde that whiche hath byn vyolently taken from the 
rebelles. But tJie greateft parte of the wrought gold whiche the Indians haue, is bafe and holdeth fumwhat of 
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copper. Of this they make braflettes and chaines and in the fame they clofe their iewels whiche their women 
are accuflomed to weare and efleeme more then all the richeffe of the worlde. The nianer howe golde is 
gathered, is this, eyther of fuche as is founde in Zauana, tliat is to faye in the plaines and riuers of the champion 
countrey being withowt trees, whether the earth be with graffe or without. Or of fuche as is fumtymes founde 
on the land without the riuers in places where trees growe, fo that to coome by the fame, it flialbe requifite to 
,te downe many and great trees. But after whiche fo euer of thefe two maners it be founde, eyther in the 
riuers or ruptures or breaches of water, or elles in the earth, I wyll fliewe howe it is founde in bothe thefe places, 
and howe it is feperate and pourged. Therfore when the myne or veine is difcouered, this chaunceth by fcrcliyng 
and prouyng in fuche places as by certeyne fygnes and tooken do appeare to (kylfuU men apte for the generation 
of golde and to holde golde. And when they haue founde it, they folowe the niyne and labour it, whether it 
be in the ryuer or in the plaine as 1 haue fayde. And if it bee founde on the plaine, fyrft they make the place 
verye cleane where they intende to dygge. Then they dygge eyght or ten foote in length and as muche in 
breadth: but they goo no deeper then a fpanne or two, or more as ftiall feeme beil to the maiiler of the myne, 
dyggynge equally. Then they wafhe all the earthe whiche they haue taken owte of the (ayde place. And if 
herein they fynde any golde, they folowe it And if not, they dy^e a fpanne deeper, and waftie the earth as 
they dyd before. Andifthenalfo, they fynde nothynge, they continue in dyggyng and waflhyng the earth as before 
vntil they come to the hard rocke or ftone. And if in fyne they fynd no golde there, they folowe no further to 
feeke golde in that place, but go to an other parte. And it is to be vnderft.ode, that when they haue founde the 
myne, they folowe it in digginge in the fame meafure in leucll and deapth vntill they haue made an ende of al 
the myne which that place conteyneth, if it appere to be riche. This myne ought to confyil of certen feete or 
pafes in length or breadth accordynge to certeyne orders determined. And within that compaffe of earth, it is 
not lawfull for any other to dygge for golde. And where as endeth the myne of hym that fyrlle founde the gold, 
immediariy it is lawfull for any other man that wyl, with a ilaff'e to aflygne hym felfe a place by the fyde of the 
fame, inclofynge it with (lakes or pales as his owne. Thefe mynes oiZauafia (that is fuch as are found in the 
playne) owght euer to bee foughte nere to fum ryuer or brooke or fpringe of water, or dyke, or ftandyng poole, 
to th[e]ende that the golde maye be waflhed, for the whiche purpofe they vfe the laboure of certeyne Indians 
as they doo other in dygginge of the myne, And when they haue dygged owte the myne, they fyl certeine 
traies with that earth, whiche other Indians haue the charge immediatly to receaue at their handes, and 
to carye thofe treyes of earth to the water where it maye bee waflhed. Yet do not they that brynge it, 
waihe it, but delyuer it to other, puttynge it owte of their owne trayes into theirs which they haue ready in their 
handes to receaue it. Thefe wafdiers for the mode paite, are the Indian women, bycaufe this woorke is of 
leffe paine and trauayle then any other, Thefe women when they wafhe, are accuftomed to fytte by the waters 
fyde, with their legges in the water euen vppe to the knees or leffe as the place ferueth their purpofe. And 
thus holdynge the trays with earth in their handes by the handles thero^ and puttynge the feme into the water, 
they moue them rownde aboute after the maner of fyftynge, with a certeyne apteneffe in fuche forte that there 
entreth no more water into the trais then ferueth their tume: And with the felfe fame apte mouynge of their 
trais in the water, they euer auoyd the foule water with the earth owte of the one fyde of the veffell, and 
receaue in cleane water on the other fide therof. So that by this meanes by little and lyttle, the water waffheth 
the earth as the lyghter fubilaunce owte of the trais, and the golde as the heauier matter refleth in the bottome 
of the fame, beyng rounde and holowe in the myddeft lyke vnto a barbars bafen. And when all the earth is 
auoyded, and the golde gathered togither in the bottome of the traye, they putte it aparte, and retume to lake 
more earth, whiche they wafhe continually as before. And thus they that laboure in this woorke, do gather 
dayly fuche portion of golde as fhal pleafe god to graunt to the patrones of thefe Indians and fuche other as 
trauaile in the fame. Furthermore, it is to bee noted that for euery two Indians that wadie, it is requifite that 
two other ferue them to brynge eartl f o n tl e n Tie, and other twoo to breake the fame fmaule and fylle their 
trais therwith. Alfo befyde thefe la ou ers s n eflarye that there bee other people in the place where they 
woorke and refle in the nyghte. Th u he a make their breade, and prouyde for vyttayles and other 

neceffaryes. So that to conclude, tl a e n f ue perfons ordinarily affigned to euery traye of waffhers. 

There is an other maner of woo kyng e n Ties in riuers or brookes of runnynge waters. And this is, 
that in auoydynge the water of his ourf a hat the beddes of the ryuers are drye and vtterlye emptied, 

they fynde golde emonge the breach f and ryftes of ilones, and among all that is in the bottome of the 

chanell, and where naturally the riu rm e h of greatefl force. So that it chaunceth fum tyme, that when the 
bedde of the ryuer is good and ryche he nde n it great quantitie of golde. And therfore yowr inaieftie 
ought to vnderftande for a generail rule, as it appereth in facte, that all golde is engendered m the toppes and 
hyghefl places of the montaines: And in continuance of time is by lyttle and lyttle browght downe to the vales 
and plaines by fliowres of rayne, and the faules of fprynges, ryuers, and brookes hauynge their originall in the 
mountaynes and defcendynge from the fame, notwithflandynge it bee ofientymes founde in the plaines farre 
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from the mouiitayiies. But when it chaunceth to be founde in great quantitie, it is for the moile parte amonge 
the mountaynes and in the riuers, or their branches, more then in any other parte of the plaine. And in thefe 
two maners is it commonly founde mofte abundauntly. And for the better profe that golde is engendered on 
hyghCj and is brought downe into the lowe places, I haue one great toolten therof whiche caufeth me to beleue 
it for certeine. And tliis is to confyder that coles neuer putrifie nor corrupt vnder the ground, if they be made 
of (Ironge woodde, Wherby it chaunceth that diggyng the earth by the fouldes or indented places of the 
mountaynes, or on the fydes, and breakynge a myne in the earthe where it had not byn broken before, and 
haiiyng nowe dygged one or two or three poles in raeaiure, the myners founde certeyne coles of wood vnder the 
fame leuel where they found gold. And this I (aye in the earth whiche was taken for a vyrgins : that is to faye, 
fiich as had not before byn opened for any myne. The which coles coulde not naturally bee engendred there, 
or enter in by any meanes. But when the fuperficial part of the earth was equal witli the leuel where the coles 
were founde, it is lyke that the coles were left there by fum occafion of fyre, and that they faflned there in 
tyme, and that afterwards in longe continuance of tyme, they were by lyttle and lyttle couered with the earth 
which the often (liowers of rayne wafhed from the mountaynes, fo that by the courTe of yeares the earth ouer- 
grewe the coles vnto the fayde leueli and meafure whiche had before tyme byn the fuperfidall parte of the 
earthe where the coles and golde were founde togyther: whereby it maye appeare that the golde was no more 
engendered there then were the coles, but brought thyther from the mountaynes by the faules of waters as we 
haue iayde : forafmuche as the mountaynes are the matrices and bowels of all ryche metals. Further and 
befydc this, I fay that in how much more the gold is gonne farre from the natuiall place of his generation to 
the place where it is founde, it is fo muche the more puryfied and fyned and of a better carracte. And the 
nearer that it is founde to his proper myne or vaine where it is engendered, it is fo muche the bafer, fouler, and 
more crude, and of a bafer alay and caracte, and dothe waft fo much the more in meltynge, and remayneth 
more brickie. Sumetyme there are founde graynes of golde of greate quantitie and of greate weyght aboue the 
earth and fumtymes alfo vnder the earth. And the greatefle of all other that was founde to this daye in the 
Indies, was that which was lode in the fea aboute the Ilande Beata, whiche weyed three thoufande and twoo 
hundreth Caftellans of golde, which are in value foure thoufand a hundreth, thirtie and eyght ducades of golde, 
which waye one Arroua and feuen pounde, or. xxxii. pounde. after, xii, ounces to the pounde, whiche make 
threefcore and foure markes of golde. And I fawe in the yeare. 1515. in the handes of Mychel Paffamonte 
treasurer to yowre maieftie, two graines of the which one wayde feuen potmdes, which are. xiiii. markes, and 
are in value aboute threefcore and fyue ducades of golde euety marke. The other was of. x. markes, which are 
fyue poundes of lyke value, and of very good golde of, xxii. caractes and better. There are alfo founde many 
other greate graynes, although not equall vnto thefe in byggenes. And forafmuche as I haue fpoken of golde, 
I haue thought good to declare fumewhat howe the Indians can very excellently gylte fuche velTelles of copper 
and bafe golde as they make. For they can gyue them fo fayie and iloryihynge a coloure, that all the maffe 
whiche they gylte, appearethe as though it were golde of. xxii, caractes and better. This colour they gyue with 
a certeyne herbe as thoughe it were wrought by the arte of any goldefmyth of Spayne or Italic, and wold of 
them bee efteemed as a thynge of greate ryches, and a fecreate maner of gyldynge. And for as muche as I 
haue fpoken fufticiently of the myne of golde, I wyll nowe fpeake fumwhat of copper bycaufe I haue made 
mention thereof This metall is founde in many of the Ilandes of the Indies and alfo in the firme lande : And 
is founde dayely in greate quantitie holdynge fumwhat of golde. But for the defyre that owre men haue to 
golde, they nothynge eileeme the copper, although there myght great commoditie and profitte be had therby, 
and alfo by other metals whiche they nothynge regarde excepte fyluer whiche is founde abundantly in that parte 
of the firme lande which is cauled newe Spayne. But of this it (hall fuffice to haue iayde thus muche, bycaufe 
I haue more particularly entreated of thefe thynges in my generall hyftorie of India. 



C Of the maner of fyfhynge for perles. 



e Indians exercife this kynde of fyflbynge for the mofte parte in the coaftes of the North in 
Cubagua and Cumana. And manye of theym which dwell in the houfes of certeyne parti- 
cular lordes in the Ilandes of San Dominko and Sanlti lokannis, refort to the Ilande of 
Cubagua for this purpofe. Theyr cufl.ome is to go fyue, fyxe, or feuen, or more in one of 
theyr Canoas or barkes erly in the momynge to fume place in the fea there about where it 
appeareth vnto them that there (hulde bee greate plentie of thofe rtiell fyfties (which fume 
caule mufclcs and fume oyfters) wherin perles are engendered. And there they plonge 
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them felues vnder the water, euen vnto the bottome, fauynge one that remaynethe in the Canoa or boate which 
he keepeth ftyll in one place as neare as he can, lookynge for thcyr returne owte of the water. And when one 
of them hath byn a good whyle vnder the water, he ryfeth vp and commeth fwymmynge to the boate, enterynge 
into the fame, and ieauynge there all the oyfters «hiche he hath taken and brought with hym. For in thefe, 
are the perles founde. And when he hathe there relied hym felfe a whyle, and eaten parte of the oyilers, he 
retumeth ageyne to the water, where he remaynethe as longc as he can endure, and then ryfeth ageyne, and 
fwimmeth to the boate with his pray, where he reftethe hym as before, and thus continueth courfe by courfe, as 
doo all the other in lyke maner, being all molle experte fwymmers and ilyuers. And when tlie nyght draweth 
neare, they returne to the Ilande to theyr houfes, and prefente all the oyilers to the maRer or ftewarde of the houfe 
of theyr lorde who hath the charge of the fayde Indians. And when he hath gyuen them fumwhat to eate, he 
layeth vp the oyilers in fafe cudodie vntyll he haue a great quantitie therof. Then hee caufeth the lame fyflher 
men to open them. And they fynde in euery of theym pearles other great or fmaul, two or three or foure, and 
fumtymes fiue and fyxe, and many fmaule graines accordyng to the lyberalitie of nature. They faue the pearles 
bothe fmaule and great whiche they haue founde: And eyther eate the oyilers if they wyl, or caile them away, 
hauynge fo great quantitie therof that theyin maner abhorre them. Thefe oyilers are of hard fleihe, and not fo 
plelaunt in eatyng as are owres of Spayne, This Ilande of Cubagua where this maner of fyilhing is exercifed, 
is in the Northe coalle, and is no bygger then the Hand of Zelande. Oftentymes the fea encrcafeth greatly, and 
muche more then the fylhers for pearles wold, bycaufe where as the place is very depe, a man can not naturally 
reft at the bottome by reafon of the aboundaunce of aery fubftaunce whiche is in hym, as I haue oftentymes 
proued. For althoughe he may by vyolence and force defcende to the bottome, yet are his feete lyfled vp ageyne 
fo that he can continue no tyme there. And therfore where the fea is verye deepe, thefe Indian fyffliers vfe to 
tye two great floones aboute them with a corde, on euery fyde one, by the weyght wherof they defcend to the 
bottome and remayne there vntyl them lyfteth to ryfe ageine; At which tyme they vnlofe the ftones, and ryfe 
vppe at their pleafure. But this their apteneffe and agilitie in fmmming, is not the thynge that caufeth men 
mofte to marauile: But rather to confyder how many of them can ilande in the bottome of the water for the 
fpace of one hole houre, and fumme more or leffe, accordynge as one is more apte hereunto then an other. 
An other thynge there is whiche feemeth to me very ftraunge. And this is, that where as I haue oftentymes 
demaunded of fumme of thefe lordes of the Indians, if the place where they accufloraed to fyflie for pearles 
beynge but lyttle and narrowe, wyll not in fhorte tyme bee vtterly withowt oyilers if they confume them fo fafte, 
they al anfwered me, that althoughe they bee confumed in one parte, yet if they go a fyilhynge in an other parte 
or an other coafte of the Ilande, or at an other contrary wynd, and continue fyffhing there alfo vntyll the oyfters 
be lykewyfe confumed, and then returne ageyne to the fyrfte place, or any other place where they fyfihed before 
and emptied the fame in lyke maner, they find them ageine as ful of oyfters as though they had neuer bin 
fyfihed. Wherby we may iudge that thefe oyfters eyther remoue from one place to an other as do other fyflhes, or 
elles that they are engendered and encreafe in certeyne ordinarie places. This Hand of Cumana and Cubagua 
where they fyihe for thefe perles, is m the tweU"e degree of the part of the faid coafte which inclineth toward the 
North. Lykewife pearles are founde and gathered in the South fea cauled Mare del Sur. And the pearles of 
this fea are verye bygge. Yet not fo bigge as they of the Ilande of pearles cauled de las perlas, or Margarifea, 
whiche the Indians caule Terarequi, lying in the goulfe of faincte Michael, where greatter pearles are founde and 
of greater price then in any other coafle of the Northe fea, in Cumana, or any other parte. I fpeake this as a 
trewe teftimonie of fyght, hauyng byn longe in that South fea, and makynge curious inquifition to bee certenly 
informed of al that perteyneth to the fyflhynge of pearles. From this Ilande of Tarareqm, there was brought 
a pearle of the faflhyon of a peare, wayinge. xxxi. carattes, whiche Fetrus Arias had amonge a thoufande and 
foo many poundes weight of other pearles whiche hee had when capitayne Gafpar Morales (before Petrus Arias) 
paffed to the iaide Ilande in the yeare. i 5 i 5- whiche pearle was of great prife. From the faide Ilande al.'b, 
came a great and verye rounde pearle, whiche I brought owte of the fea. Tliis was as bygge as a fmaule pellet 
of a ftone bowe, and of the weight of. xxvi. carattes. I boughte it in the citie ol Panama in the fea of Sur: 
And paide for it fyxe hundreth and fyftie tymes the weyght therof of good gold, and had it thre yeares 
in my cuftodie: and after my returne into Spaine, foulde it to th[e]erle oi Nanfao, Marqueffe of Zenete, great 
chamberleyne to yowre maieftie, who gaue it to the Marquefle his wyfe, the ladye Mmtia of Meiidazza. 1 thyncke 
verely that this pearle was the greateft, fayreft, and roundell that hath byn feene in thofe partes. For yowre 
maieftie owght to vnderftande that in the coafte of the fea of Sur, there are founde a hundreth great pearles 
rounde after the faflliyon of a peare, to one that is perfectely rounde and greate. This Ilande of Terarequi, 
which the Chriftians caule the Ilande of pearles, and other caule it the Ilande of floures, is founde in the eyght 
degree on the fouthe fyde of the firme lande in the prou}Tice of golden Caftyle or Beragua. And thefe are the 
coaftes of tlie firme lande where pearles are founde euen vnto this day. I vnderftande alfo that there are perles 
founde in the prouynce and Ilandes of Cartagenia. And fence yowr maieflie appoynted me a gouemour and 
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capytayne, I haue made further fearche, and am aduertifed that pearles are founde in dyuers other places as 
about the Hand of Codego which lyeth ageynfl the mouth of that porte of the Ilande of Cartagenia which the 
Indians caul Coro. The which Hand and porte, are on the North fyde in the tenthe degree of the coailes of 
the firme lande. 



C Of the familiaritie which cerieyne of the Indians haue with the deuyll, 
and howe they receaue anfwere ofhym of thynges to coome. 




■ Hen the Indians begynne theyr battayle, or go to any combat or attempte any other greate 
matter, they haue certeyne electe menne whom they reuerendely efleme and caule them 
Tequinas, whiche in theyr tonge is as muche to faye as mailers. Notwithftandynge that they 
caule euery man that is cunnynge in any fcience, by the fame name, as fyffiiets, foulers^ 
hunters, or makers of nettes. Thefe Tequinas therfore, they caule the maflers of theyr 
aunfweres bycaufe they fpeake with Tiiyra, that is the deuyll, and brynge them aunfwere 
what he faythe, eyther as touchynge fuche thynges as they haue to doo or fliall chaunce 
to them the day folowynge, or many dayes to coome. For the deuyll beinge fo auncient an Allronomer, 
knowethe the tymes of thynges and feeth howe they are naturally directed and inclined. And makethe theym 
beleue that they come fo to paffe by his ordynaunce, as though he were the lorde and mouer of all that is and 
(halbe: And that he gyueth the day lyght and rayne: caufeth tempeft and mleth the flations of tymes, gyuyng 
lyfe or takynge a^vaye lyfe at his pleafure. By reafon wherof, the Indians being deceased of hym, and feing alfo 
fuch etfectes to coome certeynely to paffe as he hath tolde them before, beleue hym in a!l other thynges and 
honoure hym in many places with facrifyces of the bludde and lines of men and odoriferous fpices. And when 
god difpofeth the contrary to that whiche the deuell hath fpbken in oracle wherby he is proued a Iyer, he caufeth 
the Tequinas to perfwade the people that he hath chaunged his mynde and fentence for fumme of their fynnes, 
or deuifeth fumme fuche lye as lyketh hym befle, beynge a (kylfull maifler in fuche fubtile and craftie deuifes to 
deceyue the fymple and ignorant people whiche hath fmaule defence againll fo mighty and craftie an aduerfarie. 
And as they caule the deuell T^iyra, fo doo they in many places caule the Chriilians by the lame name, 
thynkyng that they greatly honoure them therby, as in deede it is a name very feete and agreable to many 
of them, hauynge layde aparte all honellie and vertue, lyuynge more lyke dragons then men amonge thefe 
fymple people. 

Before th[e]inhabitauntes of tbe Ilande of Hifpaniola had receaued the Chridian faithe there was amonge 
them a fecte of men whiche lined folytarily in the defertes and wooddes and ledde their lyfe in fylence and 
abftmence more (Iraightly then euer dyd the phylofophers of Pythagoras fecte, abfteinyng in lyke maner from 
the eatyng of al thynges that line by blndde contented onely with fuche fmites, herbes, and rootes as the defertes 
and wooddes mynillred vnto them to eate. The profelTours of this fecte were cauled Piaces. They gaue them 
feiues to the knowleage of naturall thynges, and vfed certeine fecreate magical! operations and fuperilitions 
wherby they had familiaritie with fpirites whiche they allured into theyr owne bodyes at fuche tymes as they 
wolde take vppon them to tell of thynges to coome, whiche they dyd in maner as foloweth. When any of the 
kynges had occafyon to caule any of them owte of the defertes for this purpofe, their cuflome was to fende them 
a portion of their fyne breade of CazabU or Maizium, and with humble requefle and fute to defyre them to tell 
(hem of fuche thynges as they woulde demaunde. After the requell graunted and the place and daye appoynted, 
the Piaces cooraeth with tivoo of his difciples waytynge on hym, wherof the one bryngeth with hym a veffell of 
a fecreate water, and the other a lyttle fyluer bell. When he coommeth to the place, he fytteth downe on a 
roundc feate made for hym of purpofe. Where hauynge his difciples the one (landynge on the one hande and 
the other on the other euen in the prefence of the kyng and certeyne of his nobles (for the common people are 
not admytted to thefe mifleries) and tumynge his face toward the deferte, he begynneth his inchauntment and 
cauleth the fpirit with loude voyce by certeyne names which no man vnderflandeth but he and his difciples. 
After he hath dooen thus a while, if the fpirite yet deferre his coommyng, he drinketh of the fayde water, and 
therwith waxeth hotte and ftirious, and inuerteth and tumeth his mchauntement, and letteth hym felfe bludde 
with a thorne, marueiloufly turmoylyng hym felfe as wee reade of the furious Sybilles not ceafynge vntyl the 
fpirite bee coome: who at his coommyng entereth into hym and ouertliroweth hym as it weare a grehounde 
ihulde otierturne a fquerell. Then for a fpace, he feemeth to lye as thoughe he were in great payne or in a 
rapte, wonderfully tormentynge hym felfe, durynge whiche agonie, the other difciple fliaketh the fyluer bell 
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contynually. Thus when the agonie is jiafle and he lyeth quietly (yet withowte any fence or feelyng) the kynge 
fnm ne other in his Ileade, demaundeth of hym what he defyreth to knowe, and the fpirite anfwereth by the 
mouth of the rapte Places with a directe and perfecte anfwere to all poyiites. In fo muche that on a tyme 
certe} c Spanyardes beynge prefente at thefe myfteries with one of the kinges, and in the Spanyfhe tounge 
lemaundynge the Places of their (hyppes whiche they looked for owte of Spayne, the fpirite aofwered in the 
Ind an toonge, and toulde them what daye and houre the fhyppes departed from Spayne, how many they were, 
d vhat they brought withowt faylynge in any poynte. If he be alfo demaunded of the eclypfe of the foonne 
or noo e (which they greatly feare and abhorre) he geueth a perfecte anfwere, and the lyke of tempelles, 
la e plenlie, warre or peace, and fuche other thinges. When all the demaundes are fynyflhed, his difciples 
caule lyn aloude, rynging the fyluer bell at his eare and blowynge a certeyne ponder into his nofethrilles 
vherbj he is rayfed as it weare from a deade Hcape beinge yet fumewhat heauy headed and faynt a good whylc 
fter Thus beinge ageyne rewarded of the kynge with more breade, he departeth ageyne to the defertes with 
h s d fc pies. But fence the Chriflian fayth hath byn difparfed throwghe owte the Ilande, thefe deuyllyfhe 
pract fes haue ceafed, and they of the members of the deuyll, are made the members of Chryfte by baptifme 
forlakynge the deuyll and his workes, with the vaine curiofitie of defyre of knowleage of thyngcs to coorae, 
wherof for the moll part it is better to be ignorant then with vexation to knowe that which can not be auoyded. 

Furthermore, in many places of the firme lande, when any of the kynges dye, all his houfliolde feruauntes, 
afwell women as men which haue continually ferued hym, kyl them felues, beleauynge as they are taught by the 
deuyl Thyra, that they which kyll them felues when the kynge dyeth, go with hym to heauen and feme hym in 
the fame place and office as they dyd before on the earth whyle he lyued. And that all that refufe fo to doo, 
when after they dye by theyr naturall death or otherwyfe, theyr fouks to dye with theyr bodyes and to bee 
diflblued into ayer and become nothynge as do the foules of hogges, byrdes, or fyflhes or other brute beaftes. 
And that only the other may enioy the priuileage of imraortalitie for euer to ferue the kynge in heauen. And 
of this falfe opinion commeth it that they which fowe come or fet rootes for the kjnges breade, and gather the 
ianie, are accullomed to kyll them felues that they may enioy this pnuileage m heauen And for the fame 
purpofe, caufe a portion of the graine of Maizbtm and a bundle oi Iuc<.a (wherof theyr breade is made) to bee 
buryed with them in theyr graues that the lame maye ferue them in hLiuen if perhappes there fhuld lacke 
feedes to fowe. And therfore they take this with them to begyn with all, \ntvl Tuyra {who raaketh them all 
thefe fayre promiffes) prouyde them of greater quantitie. This haue I my felfe fene in the toppe of the 
mountaynes of Guaturo, where hauynge in pryfon the kynge of that prouince (who rebelled from th[e]obedience 
of yowre maiedie} and demaundynge of hym to whom perteyned thofe fepultures or graues whiche I fawe in 
his houfe, he anfwered that they were of certeyne Indians whiche flewe them felues at the death of his father. 
And bycaufe they are oftentymes accullomed to burye greate quantities of wrought golde with them, I caufed 
twoo graues to bee opened, wherein was nothynge founde but a veffell full of the grayne ol Maizium, and a 
bundell oi lucca as I haue (ayde. And demaunding the caufe hereof of the kinge and the other Indians, they 
aunfwered tliat they that were buryed there, were the labourers of the grounde, and men (kylful in fowynge of 
feedes and makynge of breade, and feruauntes to the kynges father. And to th[e]ende that theyr foules flioulde 
not dye with theyr bodyes, they flewe them felues at the deathe of the kynge theyr matter to lyue with hym in 
heauen. And to th[e]intent that they myght ferue him there in the fame office they referued that Maizium and 
lucca to fowe it in heauen. Whereunto I aunfwered them in this maner. Beholde howe your TUyra deceaueth 
yowe? And howe all that he teacheth yow is falfe? Yowe fee how in fo long a tyme fence they are deade, 
they haue not yet taken awaye this Maizium and lucca which is nowe putrified and woorth nothynge, and not 
lyke to bee fowen in heauen. To this the kynge replyed, fayinge. In that they haue not yet taken it away 
nor fowen it in heauen, the caufe is that they chaunced to fynde enowgh there, by reafon wherof they had no 
neade of this. To this erroure manye thynges were fayde which feemed of lyttle force to remoue hym from his 
falfe opinion, and efpecially any fuch as at that age are occupyed of the deuyll, whom they paynt of the felfe 
lame forme and coloure as he appereth vnto theym in dyuers Ihapes and formes. They make alfo Images ot 
golde, copper, and woodde, to the feme (imilitudes in terrible ihapes and fo variable as the paynters are 
accuftomed to paynt them at the feete of feynte Mychaell th[e]archangell or in anye other place where they 
paynt them of mofl. horrible port[r]iture. Lykewyfe when the deuyll greatly intendeth to feare theym, he 
threteneth to fende them great tempelles which they caule Furacanas or Hmirachanas, and are fo vehement 
that they ouerthrowe many howfes and great trees. And I haue feene in montaynes full of many and greate 
trees, that for the fpace of three quarters of a league the mountayne hathe byn fubuerted and the trees 
ouerthrowen and plucked owte of the earthe with the rootes : a thynge doubteleffe fo fearefull and terrible to 
behold, that it may vcrely appere to be doen by the hand of the deuell. And in this cafe the Chrillian men 
ought to confider with good reafon, that in al places where the holy facrament is referued, the fayd tempelles 
are no more fo owtragious, or so perelous as they were wonte to bee. 
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C Of the temperature of the regions vnder or neare to the burnt lyne cauled 
Torrida zona or the Equinoctiall : and of the dyuers feafons 

of the yeare. 




iSIHe landes and regions that are neare about the clymes of the Equinoctiall lyne, are naturally 
hotte, althowghe they bee other\\7fe temperate by the diuine providence. And therfore 
fuche fleflhe or fyfhe as is taken and kylled in thefe regions, can not bee preferued from 
putrefaction except it be rofled, fodden, or perboylde, the fame daye that it is kylde. And 
wheras I haue fayde that fuch regions are naturally hot, and yet temperate by the prouidence 
of god, it is fo indeede. And therfore not without caufe the auncientautours were of opinion 
that the bumte lyne or Torrida zona where paffeth the lyne of the Equinoctiall, fhulde be 
vnhabitable by reafon the foonne hath greater dominion in that place then in any other of the fphere, 
remaynynge continually betwene the two tropykes of Cancer and Capricome, For when in thefe regions the 
earth is opened or dygged from the fuperficial parte therof to the depth of a mans heyght, it is founde 
temperate. And within this fpace, the trees and plantes fallen and fpreade their rootes, and no dieper. 
Extendynge the Cime as farre in breadth in the ground as do their braunches in the ayer: And enter no dieper 
into the grounde then I haue fayde, bycaufe that beneth the depth of the (aid fpace of a mans heyght, the earth 
is veiye hotte, the vpper parte beinge temperate and verye moyfte afwell by reafon of th[e]aboundaunce of water 
whiche fauleth from hcauen vppon that earth at certeyne ordinarie feafons of the yeare, as alfo for the multitude 
of great ryners, brokes, fprynges and maryflhes, wherby the myghtie and fupreme lorde which made thefe landes, 
hath mofle prudently prouyded for the perferuation of the fame. 

R. E. As touehynge this poynt whiche was vnknowen to the owlde wrylers, and without confideration wherof reafon can not 
perfectly coneeaue howe temperate regions Iliulde be vnder the Equinoctiall lyne, 1 haue thought good for the better manifellynge 
of this fecreate woorlce of nature, to note owte of Cardanus his b<>oke de Elementis, howe ali waters haue theyr courfe loward the 
South as to the loweft part of the earth. He wryteth therefore as foloweth. The water was made of lefCe quantitie then the earth 
and only in maner in the fuperficiall parte therof, that place might bee lefte for the habitation of beailes, and that water by his could- 
neife myght temperate and not deilroy the lyfe of beailes. And bicaufe this generation of lyuynge creatures, was only neceflary on 
the fuperficiall partes of the earth in compaiifon to the hole, therfore was the water made to occupie onely the fuperficiall parte, in 
the which, metals, plantes, beailes, and fyflhes fhulde bee nuryfhed. And bycaufe there was great perell leall it ihulde be to much 
confumed by the ayer and heate of the foonne, continuall mouinge was ioyned to it, wherby it gathereth couldnes and is preferued 
from fodeyne refolulion. Foe fuche waters as do not moue, doo foone putrilie, and are eafely refolued into ayer. By reafon wherof 
nature prouyded for the generation of water in CQulde places, as vnder the poles and mountaynes. And whereas the earth vndet the 
Equinoctiall (hulde otherwife for lacke of moyller haue bin to much bumed and fcorched, nature alfo prouyded that that parte of the 
earth Ihulde bee lowefl, by reafon whereof all waters haue theyr courfe towarde the South to mitigate with moyiler th[e]extremitie of 
heate which otherwife ihulde haue byn intoUerable in that clyme. And by this reafon, the famous ryuer of Nilus in Egypte, albeit it 
haue his originall and fprynge, owt of the mountaynes of the mone cauled Monies Lunae nere vnto the cyrele of Capricome, yet run- 
nynge with all his braunches vnder and beyonde the Eqninocliall cyrele, it difparfeth throwgh owt the burnt line of Torrida zona, and 
by the fame vyolent courfe fauleth into owre fea nere vnto the citie of Alexandria. It was necelTary therfore that the greateil parte of 
the coulde and moyft element Ihulde haue recourfe thyther and confyft there, whereas was the grealeft neceflitie therof to temper the 
heate of the foonne by moyftynge and coolynge the earthe and the ayer, as vnder the Equinoctiall, And herewith alfo hath moll 
prudent nature prouyded for the fecuritie and prefeniation of the places lylnge betwene bothe th[e]ext remit ies of heate and colde, as 
betwene the poles and the Equinoctiall. For the waters flowynge euer one wayes and kepynge one courfe, no regions can be drowned 
by fluddes ; which thynge they well obfeme that delyuer fieldes from inundations or ouerflowynges, and that take in hande to drye 
vp maryfihes. If therfore waters had not theyr courfe and faul towarde places lowe or dedynynge, the hole earth fhulde bee ouer- 
flowne as a marryflhe. And that the mofl declynynge parte ihulde bee towarde the South, and fumwhat hygher about the poles, the 
caufe is afwell the confumynge heate of the foonne in the Southe partes, as the prefemynge coulde of the hygh mountaynes nere to 
the poles. For we haue els where proued that heate confumeth and waiVeth as coulde gathereth and preferueth. And for this caufe 
that parte of the earthe that is nearefl the poles, is, was, and euer Ihalbe highefl, and liltewife loweft in the middeft furtheft from 
the poles. And therfore it was not conuenient that the fonne (huld baue his courfe on eueryfyde, neither to the poles. For if itweare 
caryed alyke to euery parte throughowt the worlde, it is neceFary that the earth bee equaU : and by that reafon Ihulde it euer bee 
altogether dryed, or elles all onerflowed with water. But where as this coulde not fuffyce to the free courfe of lyuers for the oflen 
intercourfe of higher places lyinge in the waye, whereby onerflowjTiges and Hayes of waters and iheir corruption m)^ht enfue, 
moolle prouydent nature hath gynen this priuileage to water that it maye fo muche afcende as it hath difcended : that by this meanes 
paffynge ouer mountaynes and hylles, it maye at the length bee caryed into the fea. etc. Hylherto Cardanus, lette vs nowe retume 
to the hiflorie. 

There are alfo many roughe and hyghe mountaynes with temperate ayer and pleafaunt, cleare and 
moderate nightes. Of the whiche particularitie the auncient writers hauyng no certeyne knowleage, affyrmed 
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the faid bumte lyne or Torrida zona, or Equinoctial to be naturally vnhabitable. As touching which thing I 
am able to witneffe the contrary by teftimonie of fyght and feelyng as by mofl certeine fenfes, hauyng liued 
man} y eires in thefe regions, by reafon wherof better credit ought to be giuen to me then to fuche as haue 
grounded their opinion onely vpon coniectures. And to fpeake further of the fytuation of thefe regyons, yowe 
fliall \nderftande that the coafte of the Northe fea, beyngc in the goulfe of Fraia and in the porte oi Darima, 
where the fliyppes arryue whiche coome owte of Spayne, is in the fyxte degree and a halfe, and in the feuenth, 
and from fyxe and a halfe vnto eyght, excepte a fmaule pointe which entereth into the. fea toward the North. 
Ihat pointe which of this land and new parte of the worlde lieth mode towarde the Eafl, is the cape of iaincte 
Augufline which is in the eight degree. So that the faid goulfe of Vraba is diftant from the Equinoctiall lyne, 
from a hundreth and twentie to a hundretb and thirtie leaques and three quarters of a leaque afier th[e]accompte 
of xvii. leaques and a halfe for euerye degree from pole to pole. And thus for a lyttle more, or leffe, goeth all 
the coafle. By reafon wherof, in the citie of Sanila Maria Aniiqua in Dariaia, and in all that courfe of the 
forfayde goulfe of Vraba, at all tymes of the yeare the dayes and nyghtes are in maner of equall length. And 
if there bee any dyfference betwene theym by reafon of this fmaule diftance from the Equinoctial, it is fo lyttle, 
that in. xxiiii. houres makynge a naturall daye, it canne not bee perceaued but by the iudgement of fpeculatiue 
men and fuche as vnderllande the fphere. From henfe the North flarre is feene very lowe And when the 
(larres which are cauled the wardens of the north (larre, arc vnder the charlotte, it can not bee fecne, bycaufe 
it is vnder the horifontal. And whereas I haue fayde beefore that it rayneth in thefe regions at certeyne 
ordinarie tymes, it is fo in deede. For it is wynter and fummer there at contrary tymes to that whiche is in 
Spayne, where the greatefVe coulde of frolle and rayne is in December and January: And the greateft, heate of 
fommer aboute faynt lohannes daye at mydfommer or in the moneth of luly. But in golden Cafliie or 
Beragua, it is contrary. For the fommer and tyme of greatefl drowghl and withowt rayne, is at Chryllmas and 
a moneth before and a moneth after. And the tyme when it rayneth moll, is about midfommer and a moneth 
before and a moneth after. And this feafon whiche they caule wynter, is not for that it is any coulder then, 
then at any other tyme of the yeare, or hotter at Chrifbnas then at other feafons, the tyme in thefe regions 
being euer after one maner, but for that that in this tyme which they caule wynter, the foonne is hyd from iheyr 
fyghtes by reafon of cloudes and rayne more then at other tymes. Yet forafmuch as for the mofte parte of the 
yeare they lyue in a deare, open, and temperate ayer, they fumwhat flirynke and feele a lyttle coulde durj'nge 
the tyme of the faid moift and cloudy ayer, althowgh it bee not coulde in deede, or at the leall fuche coulde 
as hath any fenfible iliarpenes. 



e Of dy tiers particular fhynges, as woormes, ferpentcs, beajies, 
foules, trees, etc. 




lAny other thynges myght be fayde, and much differyng from thefe wherof I haue fpoken. 
But to lette paffe the multitude of thynges whiche are as variable as the power of nature is 
infinite, and to fpeake of fuche thynges as coome chiefely to my lememberaunce as moofte 
woorthy to be noted, I wyll fyrile fpeake of certeyne lyttle and troubelous beafl.es whiche 
maye feetne to bee engendered of nature to molefl and vexe menne, to Ihewe them and 
gyue them to vnderfland howe fmaule and vyie a thynge may offende and difquiete them, 
to th[e]ende that they maye remember the pr)mcipall ende for the whiche they were created, 
that is, to knowe theyr maker and procurer of theyr faluation by the waye whiche is open to all Chrift.ian men 
and all other whiche wyll open the eyes of theyr vuderftandynge. And although the thynges whereof wee 
entende nowe to fpeake may feeme vyle and lyttle to bee elleemed, yet are they woorthy to bee noted and 
confydered to vnderiUnd the difference and variable woorkes of nature. So it is therfore, that whereas in 
many partes of the firme lande by the which afwell the Chriftians as Indians doo trauel, there are fuch maryflhes 
and waters in the way that they are fayne to go withowt breeches amonge the herbes and weedes, by reafon 
wherof, certeyne fmaule beafles or woormes (which they caule Garapates) much lyke vnto tykes, cleaue fafl to 
theyr legges. Thefe wormes are as little as the pouder of beaten fait: And cleaue fo faft that they can by no 
meanes be taken away except the place bee naynted with oyle. And after that the legges bee noynted awhyle 
with oyle, or the other partes where thefe lyttle tykes are fadened, they fcrape the place with a knyfe and fo 
take them away. But the Indians whiche haue no oyle, fmoke them and bume them with fyer, and abyde 
great peynes in takynge them awaye by this meanes. Of other lytde beaftes which trouble men and are 
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eiigende[red] in theyr heades or other partes of theyr bodies, I faye that the Chrillian men which trauell into 
thefe partes, haue thetn but feldome tymes, and that not pail one or two, and this alfo very feldome. For 
paflynge by the lyne of the Diameter where the compaffe makethe difference of laylynge by the wynde cauled 
Greco, (that is North Eafl) and Ma^iftral, (that is fouth wefl.) which is in the courfe of the Ilandes q{ Azori, 
they layle but a lyttle way folowing owre vyage by the weft, but that all the lyfe which the Chriftians cary with 
them, or are engendered in theyr heades or other places of theyr bodies, dye and vtterlye confume by lyttle and 
lyttle, and are not engendered in India excepte in the heades of Ij-ttle chyldren in thofe partes afwel amonge 
the chyldren of the Chriilians which are borne there, as alfo amonge the natural Indians who haue theym 
commonly in theyr heades and fumetymes in other partes of theyr bodyes, and efpecially they of the prouince 
of Cueua, which is a region conteynynge more then a hundreth leaques in length, and embrafeth the one and 
the other coafl of the North fea and of the Eail. When thefe Indians are infected with this fylthyneffe, they 
drefle and clenfe one an other. And they that exercife this, are for the mofte parte women who eate all that 
they take ; And haue herein fuch dexteritie by reafon of theyr exercife, that owre men can not lyghtly atteyne 
therunto. There is alfo another thynge greatly to bee confydered. And this is how the Chrillian men beinge 
there cleane frame this fylthynes of India, afwell in theyr heades as the refte of theyr bodyes, yet when they 
retume to coomme ageyne into Europe and begyn to arryue in that place of the Ocean fea where wee fayde 
before that the lyfe dyed and forfoke them, fuddenly in theyr repaffynge by the fame clyme (as thoughe the lyfe 
h d ry d for them in that place) they can by no meanes auoyde theym for the fpace of certeyne dayes 
1th gl 1 y change theyr Ihertes two or three tymes in a day. Thefe lyfe are at the fyrfte as lyttle as nyttes, 
d gr by lyttle and lyttle vntyl they bee of the byggeneffe that they are in Spayne. This haue I often 
J p d, hauynge nowe foure tymes paffed the Ocean fea by this vyage, 

B fyd thefe woormes and vermyn wherof we haue fpoken, there is another lyttle mifcheuous woorme, 

1 h ay number amonge the kyndes of fleas. This peftilence the Indians caule Nigua: And is much 

1 f 1 flea. It perfeth the flefhe of a man, and fo launfeth or cutteth the lame (while in the meane tyme 

ca n h bee feene nor taken) that from fume it hath cutte of theyr handes, and from other theyr fiete 

vntjU the remedy ivas founde to annoynte the place with oyle and fcrape it with a rafoure. 

In the firme lande in golden Caftyle or Beragua, there are many vypers lyke vnto them of Spayne. They 
that are bytten of them, dye in fhort fpace. For fewe lyue to the fourthe daye except prefent remedy. Of 
thefe, fume are of a leffe kind then other: And haue theyr tayle fumwhat rounde, and leape in the ayer to 
affayle men. And for this caufe, fume caule this kynde of vypers Tyro. Theyr bytyng is moil venemous, and 
for the mofte parte incurable. One of theym chaunced to byte an Indian mayde whiche femed me in my 
houfe, to whome I caufed the furgians to mynifter theyr ordioarye cure, but they coulde doo her no good, nor 
yet get one droppe of bludde owt of her, but only a yelowe water, fo that Ihee died the thyrd day for lacke of 
remedy as the like hath chaunced to dyuers other. This mayde was of th[e]age o£ xiiii. yeares and fpoke the 
Spanyfflie toonge as yf fhee had byn borne in Caftyle. Shee fayde that the vyper whiche bytte her on the 
foote, was two fpannes longe or lyttle lelTe. And that to byte her fliee lepte in the ayer for the fpace of more 
then fyxe fpaces, as I haue harde the lyke of other credible perfons. 

I haue alfo feene in the firme lande, a kynde of adders very fniaule and of feuen or eyght foote longe. 
Thefe are fo redde that in the nyght they appeare lyke bumynge cooles, and in the day feeme as redde as 
bludde. Thefe are alfo venemous, but not fo much as the vypers. There are other much leffe and fliorter and 
blacker. Thefe coome owt of the ryuers and wander fumtymes farre on the lande, and are lykwyfe venemous. 
There are alfo other adders of a rufl'et coloure, Thefe are fumwhat bygger then the vypers, and are hurtful and 
venemous. There are lykewyfe an other forte of manye coloures and very longe. Of thefe I fawe one in the 
yeare of Chrift 1 5 r 5. in the Hand of Hifpaniola nere vnto the fea coftes at the foote of the mountaynes cauled 
PedernaUs. When this adder was ftayne, I meafured her and founde her to be more then. xx. foote longe, and 
fumwhat more then a mans fyll in byggenes. And atthoughe (he hadde three or foure deadely woundes with a 
fwoorde, yet dyed ihee not nor (loonke the fame daye, in fo much that her bludde continued warme all that 
tyrae. There are alfo in the maryflTies and defertes of the tirme lande many other kyndes of lyfertes, dragons, 
and other dyuers kyndes of ferpentes wherof I entende not here to fpeake much, bycaufe I haue more 
particulerly entreated of thefe thynges in my generall hiftorie of the Wefle Indyes. 

There are alfo fpiders of marueylous bygneffe. And I haue feene fumme with the body and legges, bygger 
then a mannes hande extended euery waye. And I ones fawe one of fuche bygneffe, that onely her bodye was as 
bygge as a fparowe, and full of that laune wherof they make their webbes. This was of a darke ruffette coloure, 
with eyes greater then the eies of a fparow. They are venemous and of terrible (hape to beholde. There are alfo 
fcorpions and dyuers other fuche venemous wormes. Wherby we maye fee, that where as natural caufes and influ- 
ence of the pianettes are of ftrongeft actiuitie, they ceafe not to engender and brynge foorthe bothe good and badde 
accordynge to the difpofytion of the matter, whiche they alfo doo partely difpofe as the phylofophers affyrme. 
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Furthermore in the fyrme lande, there are manye toades beyng very noyous and hurtefiil by reaibn of 
their great muhitude. They are not venemous. They are feene in greate aboundance in Dartena where they 
are fo bygge thit when they dye in the time of drouth, the bones of fiim of them {and efpecially the rybbes) 
are of fuche greatncffe that they appere too bee the bones of cattes or of fumme other beaflcs of the fame 
byggenefle. But as the waters dyminiihe and the moyflure confumeth in the tyme of drouth (as I haue fayde) 
they alfo confume therwith vntyll the yeare nexte folowing when the rayne and moyllure increafe, at whiche 
tyme they are feene ageyne. Neuertheleffe, at this prefent, there is no fuch quantitie of them as was wonte to 
bee, by reafon that as the land is better cuhured by tlie Chriftians, as well by the fellynge of wooddes and 
(hrubbes as alfo by the paflure of kine, horfes, and other beafles, fo is it apparent that this poyfon diminilheth 
dayly, wherby that regyon becometh more holfome and plealaunt Thefe toades fynge after three or foure 
fortes. For fumme of them fynge pleafauntly: other, lyke owres of Spayne. Summe alfo whillle: and other 
fumme make an other maner of noyfe. They are lykewyfe of dyuers colours : as fumme greene, fumme 
ruffette or grey, and fumme almoA, blacke. But of all fortes, they are great, and fylthye, and noyous by reafon 
of their great multitude ; yet are they not venemous as I haue fayde. 

There are alfo a flraunge kynde of crabbes, whiche coome foorthe of certeyne holes of the earth that they 
them felues mate. The head and bodye of thefe, make one rounde thing muche lyke vnto the hoode of a 
fawkon ; hauynge foure feete coramyng owt of the one fyde and as many owt of the other. They haue alfo 
two mouthes like vnto a paire of fmaule pinfers, the one bygger then the other, wherwith they byte, but do no 
great hurte bycaufe they are not venemous. Their Ikyn and bodye is fmoothe and thynne as is the Ikynne of 
a man, (auynge that it is fumwhat harder. Their colour is ruffette or white, or blewe, and walke fydelonge. 
They are very good to bee eaten: Info muche that the ChriHians trauayling by the fyrme lande, haue byn 
greatly nuryfflied by them bycaufe they are founde in maner euery where. In fhape and forme, they are 
muche lyke vnto the crabbe which we paynte for the fygne Cancer, and like vnto thofe which are found in 
Spaine in Andalufta in the ryuer Guadakhlber where it entereth into the fea, and in the fea coailes therabout, 
fauynge that thefe are of the water and the other of the lande. They are fumtymes hurtefuU, fo that they that 
eate of them dye. But this chaunceth onely when they haue eaten any venemous thyng, or of the venemous 
apples wherwith the Canibale archers poyfon their arrowes wherof I wyll fpeake hereafter. And for this caufe 
the Chrillians take hede howe they eate of thefe crabbes if they fynde them neare vnto the fayd apple trees. 

Furthermore in thefe Indies, afwell in the fyrme lande as in the llandes, there is founde a kynde of 
ferpentes, which they caule. Y. V. anas, which fumme caule luannas Thefe are terrible and fearefull to fyght, 
and yet not hurtefull. They are very delicate to bee eaten, and it is not yet knowen whether they be beaftes 
of the lande or fyflies, bycaufe they lyue in the water, and « ander in the w oddes and on the lande. They haue 
foure feete, and are commonly bigger then connics and m fumme places bygger then otters, with tayles lyke 
lilartes or eutes. Their ikynne is fpotted, and of the fame kyud of fmothneffe or bareneffe, although of dyuers 
colours. Vpon the ridge of their backes, they haue many long prickes Theyr teethe are very fliarpe, and 
efpecially theyr fenges or dogge teeth. Their throtes are longe and large roachynge from their beardes to 
their breades, of the lyke fkynne to the refydewe ot then' bodjes Thej are dumme, and haue no voyce or 
make any noyfe or crye although they bee kept tyde to the foute ot a chelle or any other thynge for the fpace 
of. XK. or. XXV. dayes withowt any thyng to eate or drynke, excepte they gyue them nowe and then a lyttle of 
the breade of Cazabbi, or fumme fuch other tliyng. They haue foure feete, and their fore feete as longe as a 
mans fynger with clawes lyke the clawes of a byrde, but weaker, and fuche as can not grafple or take holde of 
any thynge. They are muche better to bee eaten then to beholde. For fewe that fee them, \vyll haue defyre 
to eate of them, by reafon of their horrible ihape excepte fuche as haue byn accuftomed to the beailes of thefe 
regyons, whiche are more horrible and fearefull, as this is not but onely in apparence. Their ficllie is of much 
better tafle then the fleihe of connyes and more holfome. For it huneth none but onely fuch as haue had the 
frenflie poxe. In fo much that if they haue onely byn touched of that infyrmitie, although they haue byn hole 
of longe tyme, neuertheleffe they feele hurte and complayne of the eatynge of thefe luannas, as hath byn often 
tymes proued by experience. 

There are founde in the fyrme lande certeyne byrdes fo lyttle that the hole body of one of theym is no 
bygger then the toppe of the bygged fynger of a mans hande : and yet is the bare body withowt the fethers not 
paile halfe fo bygge. This byrde, befyde her lyttlenes, is of fuch velocitie and fwyftnes in flying that who fo 
feeth her fleing in the ayer, can not fe her flap or beate her winges after any other fort Itien do the dorres or 
humble bees or betels: fo that there is no man that feeth her file, that wold think her to be any other then a 
dorre. They make their neftes accordyng to the proportion of their bignes. And I haue feene tliat one of 
thefe byrdes with her neft put in a paire of gold weights, altogether hath waid no more then. il. Tomint, 
which are in poife. 24. grains, with the fethers with out the which (he (hulde haue wayed fumwhat leffe. And 
doubt leffe when I confider the fyneneffe of the clawes and feete of thefe birdes, I knowe not whervnto I may 
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better liken them then to the lyttle byrdes whiche the lymmers of bookes are accuflomed to paynte on the mar- 
gentes of churche bookes and other bookes of deuine feruice. Their fethers are of many faire colours as golden 
yelowe and greene befide other variable colours. Their beake is verye longe for the proportion of theyr bodies : 
and as fyne and fubtile as a fowyng nedle. They are very hardye: fo that when they fee a man clyme the 
tree where they haue theyr nefles, they flye at hys face and (Iryke hym in the eyes, commyng, goynge, and 
retoumynge with fuch fwyflnes, that no man wolde lightly beleue it that hath not feene it. And certenly thefe 
byrdes are fo lyttle, that I durft not haue made mention hereof if it were not that diners other which haue 
feene them as wel as I, can beare witnes of ray faying. They make their nelles of flockes and heare of cotten 
wherof there is great plentie in thefe regions, and ferneth wel for theyr purpofe. But as touchyng the byrdes, 
foules, and beaftes of thefe Indies, bycaufe they are innumerable bothe lyttle and greate, I intende not to 
fpeake muche heare, bycaufe I haue fpoken more largely hereof in my generall hyflorye of the Indyes. 

There is an other kynde of beaftes feene in the firme land which feemed very ftraunge and mameilous to 
the Chryilian men to beholde, and muche differynge from all other beaftes which haue byn feene in other 
partes of the worlde. Thefe beaftes are cauled Bardati: And are foure footed, hauing their taile and al the 
reft of theyr bodies couered onely with a Ikyn lyke the coperture of a barbed horfe or the chekered fkynne of 
a lyfarte or Crocodyle, of coloure betwene whyte and ruflet, inclynynge fumwhat more to whyte. This beaft, 
is of forme and fliape much lyke to a barbed horfe with his barbes and flankettes in all poyntes. And from 
vnder that which is the baxbe and coperture, the tayle commeth foorth, and the feete in tlieyr place, the necke 
alfo and the eares in theyr partes, and in fyne all thynges in lyke forte as in a barbed courier. They are of 
the bygnes of one of thefe common dogges. They are not hnrtfull. They are fylthy, and haue theyr habita- 
tion in certen hillockes of earthe where digginge with there feete they make their dens very deepe and the holes 
therof in like maner as do connyes. They are verye excellent to be eaten, and are taken with nettes and fum 
alfo killed with crofbowes. They are lykewife taken often tymes when the hufband men bume the ftubble in 
fowyng time, or to renewe the herbage for kyne and other beaftes. I haue often times eaten of their fleftie 
which femeth to me of better uft then kyddes flefhe, and holfome to be eaten. And if thefe beaftes had euer 
byn feene in thefe partes of the woorlde where the firft barbed horfes had their original, no man wold iudge 
but that the forme and faflhion of the coperture of horfes fumilhed for the warres was fyrfte deuyfed by the 
fyght of thefe beaftes. 

There is alfo in the firme lande an other beafte cauled Orfo Formigaro, that is, the Ante beare. This beafte 
in heare and coloure, is much lyke to the beare of Spayne, and in maner of the fame makynge faue that he hath 
a much longer fnowt and is of euyll fyght. They are often tymes taken only with ftaues without any other 
weapon, and are not hurtful. They are alfo taken with dogges bycaufe they are not naturally armed althowgh 
they byte fumwhat. They are founde for the mofte parte about and neare to the hyllockes where are great 
abundaunce of antes. For in thefe regions is engendered a certeyne kynde of antes very lyttle and blacke, in 
the fyeldes and playnes where as growe no trees, where by th[e]inftinct of nature thefe antes feparate them 
felues to engender far from the wooddes for feare of thefe beares: The whiche bycaufe they are fearefull, vyle, 
and vnarmed (as I haue fayde) they keepe euei in places full of trees vntyll very famen and necelfitie, or the 
great defu-e that they haue to fiede of thefe antes, caufe them to coomme owt of the wooddes to hunte for them. 
Thefe antes make a hyllocke of earth to the heyght of a man, or fumwhat more or leffe, and as bygge as a great 
cheft, and fumtymes as bygge as a butte or a hogges head, and as hard as a (lone: So that they feeme as 
tlioughe they were ftones fet vp to lymytte th[e]endes and confines of certeyne landes. Within thefe hyllockes 
made of moft harde earth, are innumerable and infinite lyttle antes, the which may bee gathered by bulhelles 
when the hyllocke is broken. The which when it is fumtymes moyfted by rayne and then dryed ageyne by the 
heate of the foonne, it breaketh and hath certeyne fmaul ryftes as lyttle and fubtyle as the edge of a knyfe. 
And it femeth that nature hath gyuen fenfe to thefe Antes to fynde fuch a matter of earth wherwith they may 
make the layde hillocke of fuche hardenes that it may feeme a ftronge pauement made of lyme and flone. And 
wheras I haue proued and caufed fum of them to bee broken, I haue founde theim of fuche hardenes as if I had 
not feene I coulde not haue beleaued: In fo muche that they coulde fcarcely bee broken with pykes of Iren.- 
So ftronge fortreffes doo thefe lyttle beaftes make for theyr fauegarde ageynft theyr aduerfarie the beare, who is 
chiefely nuryfihed by them, and gyuen them as an enemie, accordynge to the common prouerbe which fayth, 
Non e akuna perfona fi libera, a chimanchi it fuo Bargello: That is, there is no man fo free that hath not his 
perfecutour or pryuie enemie. And here when I confyder the maruelous prouidence which nature hath gyuen 
to thefe lyttle boddies, I caule to remembraunce the wittie fentence of Phnie, where fpeakyng of fuch lyttle 
beaftes, he fayth thus. Why doo we maruayle at the towrebeaiynge flioulders of Elephantes, and not rather 
where nature hathe placed fo many fences and fuche induftry in fuche lyttle boddies? where is hearynge, 
fmellynge, feeinge, and feelynge, ye, where are the vaynes and arteries (without which no beafte can iyue or 
moue) in thefe fo lyttle boddies whereof fume are fo fmaule that theyr hole boddies can fcarfely be fene of owr 
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eyes, what fiiall we then faye of the partes of the fame? Yet euen amonge thefe are there many of fuch fagacitie 
and induflrye as the lyke is not feene in beafles of greater quantitie, no nor yet in man, etc. But to retume to 
the hyflorie. This enemie which nature liath gyuen to thefe lyttle beafles, vfeth this maner to aflayle them. 
When he refortethe to the hyllocke where the antes lye hid as in theyr fortreffe, he putteth his toonge to one of 
the ryftes wherof we haue fpoken bein^ as fubtyle as the edge of a fwoorde, and there with continuall lyckynge, 
maketh the place moyfl, the fome and f o 1 of his mouth beinge of fuch propertie that by continual lycking the 
place, it enlargeth the ryfte fuch for by lyttle and lyttle, that at the length he eafely putteth in his toonge 
whiche he hatli very longe an i thj ne ^ d much difproportionate to his bodye. And when he hath thus made 
free paflage for his toonge in o the 1 j llocke to put it eafely in and owt at his pleafure, then he thrufteth it into 
the hole as farre as he can rea 1 e and f letteth it relle a good fpace vntyl a great quantitie of the antes (whofe 
nature reioyfetli in heate and oytler) 1 ue laden his tonge and as many as he can conteyne in the holowneffe 
thereof; at which tyme he fuddeynly draweth it into his mouth and eateth them, and retumeth ageyne to the lame 
practife immediatly vntyl he haue eaten as manyc as hjTii lylleth, or as longe as he can reache any with his 
tonge. The flefflie of this beafle, is fylthy and vnlauery. But by reafon of th[e]extrenie fhyftes and neceffitie 
that the Chriflian men were put to at theyr fyrft, commynge into thefe partes, they were inforced to proue al 
thynges and fo fel to tli[e]eatyng of thefe beafles. But when they had founde more delycate meates, they fell 
into hatred with this. Thefe antes haue th[c]apperaunce of the place of their enteraunce into the hyllocke, 
vnder the groimde. And this at fo lyttle a hole that it could hardely be founde yf certeyne of them were not 
feene to paffe in and owt But by this way the beares coulde haue no fuch poure to hurte them as aboue at 
the layde ryftes as I haue fayde. There is an other ilrange beafle whiche by a name of contrary effecte, the 
Spanyardes caule Cagnuclo leggiero^ that Is the lyght dogge, wheras it is one of the fiowefte beafles in the worlde, 
and fo heauy and dull in mouynge that it canne fcarfely go fyftie pafes in a hole day. Thefe beafles are in the 
firme lande, and are very flraunge to beholde for tlie difproportion that they haue to all other beafles. They 
are abowte two fpannes in length when they are growne to theyr full byggeneffe. But when they are very 
younge, they are fumewhat more groife then longe. They haue foure fubtyle fiete, and in euery of them foure 
clawes lyke vnto byrdes, and ioyned togyther. Yet are nother theyr clawes or theyr fiete able to fuileyne theyr 
bodyes from the grounde. By reafon wherof and by the heauyneffe of theyr boddies, they drawe theyr bellyes 
on the grounde. Theyr neckes are hygh and flreyght and all equall lyke the peflle of a morter, which is 
altogyther equall euen vnto the toppe withowt makynge any proportion or fimilitude of a headde, or any 
dyfference excepte in the noddle. And in the toppes of theyr neckes, they haue verye rounde faces much lyke 
vnto owles: And haue a marke of theyr owne heare after the maner of a cyrcle whiche makethe theyr faces 
feeme furawhat more longe then large. They haue fmaule eyes and rounde : And noflrylles lyke vnto munkeys. 
They haue lyttle mouthes, and moue theyr neckes frome one fyde to an other as thoughe they were aflonyffhed. 
Theyr chiefe defyre and delyte is to cleaue and ilycke fafle vnto trees or fume other thynge whereby they may 
clyme alofte. And therfore for the mofle parte, thefe beafles are founde vppon trees whervnto cleauynge fall, 
they mounte vj by httle and lyttle (ley'uKe them felues bi theyr longe clawes. The coloure of theyr heare, 
is betwene ruifet and whjte and of the prcper coloure of the heare of a wefell. They haue no tayles, and 
theyr voyce is mu h djtlerjnge frome other beafles for they fynge onely in the nyght: And that continually 
frome tyme to tjme fyngynge euer fj\e i otes one hvgher then an other, fo faulynge with the fame that the 
fyrfte note is the hygheft and the other in a bafer tenne as yf a man fhuld fay La, fol,fa, mi, re, vt So this 
beaft fayth Hi ha ha Jia hz }ia And doubteleffe it feemeth vnto me, that as I haue fayde in the chapiter 
of the beafle cauled Biriitt that thoft leaaes might bee th[e]origina]l and document to imbarbe horfes, euen 
fo the fyrRe inuenture cf muf)ckc nnght feen e b\ the hearynge of this beafl to haue the fyrll principles of that 
fcyence rather then bj any otl er thyi j,e in the vorlde But nowe to returne to the hyflorie: I fay that in a 
fhorte fpace after this beafle hath foonge and hath paufed a whyle, fhe retumeth ageyne to the felfe fame fonge, 
and doth this only in the nyght and not in die day. By reafon wherof and alfo bycaufe of her euyll fyght, I 
thynke her to bee a nyght beafle and the frende of darkcneffe. Sumtymes the Chriftian menne fynde thefe 
beafles and brynge theym home to theyr houfes, where alfo they creepe all abowte with theyr naturall floweneffe, 
in fo much that nother for threatenynge or pryckynge they wyll moue any faaer then theyr natural and 
accuflomed pafe. And yf they fynde any trees, they creepe thyther immediatly, and mounte to the toppe of 
the hygheft braunche thereof, where they remayne continually for the fpace of eyght, or tenne, or twentie dayes 
wi,thout eatynge of any thinge as farre as any man can iudge. And wheras I my felfe haue kepte theym in my 
houfe, I coulde neuer perceaue other but that they lyue onely of ayer. And of the fame opinion are in maner 
all men of thofe regions, bycaufe they haue neuer feene them eate any thynge, but euer tume theyr heades and 
mouthes towarde that parte where the wynde bloweth motl: whereby may bee confydered that they take mofte 
pleafure in the ayer. Tliey byte not, nor yet can byte, hauyng very lyttle mouthes. They are not venemous 
or noyous any way; but altogyther bnitifhe and vtterly vnprofytable and without commoditie yet kiiowen to 
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men, fauynge onely to moue tlie>i mjndes to contemplate th[e]infinite poure of god, who delyteth in the 
varietie of creatures, wherby appeareth the poure of hi-, mcomprehenfible wifedome and maieilie fo farre to 
excede the capacitie of mans vndt-rflandynge 

In thefe regions there are hkewile found certejne foules or byrdes which the Indians caule Akalraz. 
Thefe are much bygget then geefe 1 he greateil parte ol thtj r fethers are of ruffet coloure, and in fume partes 
yelowe. Theyr bylles or beakes are of tn o fpannes m length and rj 1 g t th heade, and growynge 

fmaule towarde the poynte. Thej haue greate and large throte And a m h Ijk t a foule which I £iwe 
in Flaunders in Bruffelks in jowre miiefties pillaice which th Fl my j, 1 H a. And I remember 

that when yowr maieftie dyned one day m yowre great haule the b ght t j vr maiefties prefence a 

chauderne of water with certe>ne fyflhes aljue, which the fajde f 1 d d t "phi And I thynke verely 
that that foule was a foule of the fea bjcaufe fliee had ficte l}ke foules of the water as haue alfo thefe Alcatrazi, 
which are likewyfe foules of the fea: and of fuch greatnefle that I haue feene a hole cote of a man put into the 
throates of one of theym in Panama in the yeare 1521. And forafmuch as in that coafte oi Fanama, there 
pafleth and flyeth a greate multitude of thefe Alcatrazi beings a thynge very notable, I wyll declare the maner 
hereof as not onely I, but alfo dyuers other nowe prefente in yowre maieilies courte haue often tymes feene, 
Yowre maieftie fhall therfore vnderllande that in this place (as I haue fayde before) the fea of Sur ryfeth and 
fauleth two leagues and more from fyxe houres to fyxe houres : fo that when it increafeth, the water of the fea 
arryueth fo neare to the houfes of Panama as doth owre fea (cauled Mare Mediteranewn) in Barzabna or in 
Naples. And when the fayd increafyng of the fea commeth, there commeth alfo thenvith fuch a multitude of 
the fmaule fyffhes cauled lardynes, that it is fo marueylous a thynge to beholde, that no man wolde beleue it 
that hath not feene it In fo much that the Cacique, (that is) the kynge of that land at foch tynie as I dwelt 
there, was bounde dayly as he was coramaunded by yowre maieflies gouernour, to brynge ordynaryly three 
canoas or barkes full of the fayde fardynes and to vnlade the fame in the markette place, whlche were after- 
watde by the ruler of the citie diuyded amonge the Chriilian men without any code or charge to any of them. 
In fo much that yf the people had bin a much greater multitude then they were, and as many as are at this 
prefente in Toledo or more, and had none other thynge to lyuc by, they myght haue byn fufficiently fufteyned 
by thefe lardynes, byfyde th[e]ouerplus which fhulde haue remayned. But to retume to the foules wherof we 
haue fpoken. As the fea commeth, and the fardynes with the fame, euen fo lykewyfe coome the iayde 
^/im//-(ISs/ therwith: and flye continually ouer it in fuche a multytude, that they appears to couer th[e]upper 
parte or floure of the water. And thus continue in mountynge and faulynge from the ayer to the water, and 
from the water to the ayer durynge all the tyme of theyr fyffliynge. And as foone as they hatie taken any of 
thefe fardynes, they flye aboue the water and eate them incontinently, and fuddeynly retume ageyne to the 
water for more, continuing thus courfe by courfe withowt ceafynge. In lyke maner when the fea fauleth, they 
folowe there fyfihynge as I haue fayde. There goethe alfo in the company of thefe foules, an other kynde of 
foules cauled Coda inforcata, (that is) the forked tayle, whereof I haue made mention before. And as foone as 
the Akalraz mounteth from the water with her pray of the fiidynes, fuddeynly this Coda inforcaia gyueth her 
fo many ftrokes, and fo perfecuteth her, that fhee caufeth her to let faule the fardynes whidi fliee hath in her 
mouth. The which as foone as they are faulne, and before they yet touch the water, the Coda inforcaia 
catcheth them euen in the faule, in fuche forte that it is a great pleafure to beholde the combatte betwene them 
all the daye longe. The number of tJiefe Alcatrazzi\% fuch, that the Chryftian menne are accuftomed to fend 
to certeyne Ilandes and rockes which are neare abowte Panama, with theyr boates or barkes to take thefe 
Alcatrazzi -nh^X^ they are yet younge and can not fiye: and kyll as many of them with flaues as they wyll, 
vntyll they haue ther>vith laden theyr barkes or canoas. Thefe younge ones are fo fatte and wel fedde that 
they can not bee eaten. And are taken for none other intent but only to make greafe for candels to bume in 
the nyght, for the whiche purpofe it ferueth very well: and gyueth a cleare lyght, and bumeth eafely. After 
this maner and for this purpofe, innumerable of them are kylde. And yet it feemeth that the number of them 
that fyflhe for fardynes doo dayly increafe 

There are other foules cauled Pafferefempie : that is, fimple fparowes. Thefe are fumwhat leffe then femewes ; 
and haue theyr fiete lyke vnto great malatdes : And flande in the water fumtymes. And when the (hyppes fayle 
fyftie or a hundreth leagues abowte the Ilandes, thefe foules beholdynge the fliyppes commyng towarde them, 
breake theyr flyght and faule downe vpon the iayle yardes, maftes, and cables therof. And are fo fimple and 
folyflie that they tary vntyll they maye eafely be taken with mens handes, and were therefore cauled of the 
maryners fimple fparowes. They are blacke, and vppon their blacke, haue theyr heade and (houlders of fethers 
of a darke ruflet coloure. They are not good to bee eaten, althowgh the mariners haue fumtimes bin enforced 
to eate them. 

There is an other kynde of byrdes in the fyrme lande, which the Chriftians caule Picuti, bycaufe they haue 
very great beakes in refpecte of the lyttleneffe of theyr boddies : For theyr beakes are very heauy and waye 
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more then theyr hole boddyes byfyde. Thefe byrdes are no bygger then quayles, but haue a much greater 
biidiement of fethers, in fo mudi that theyr fethers are more then theyr boddies. Theyr fethers are very fayre 
and of many variable coloures. Theyr beakes are a quarter of a yarde in length or more, and bendynge downe 
towarde the earthe, and three fyngers brode neare vnto the heade. Theyr tonges are very quilles, wherwith they 
make a great hyflynge. They make holes in trees with theyr beakes, in the which they make theyr neft.es. 
And fm'ely thefe byrdes are maruelous to beholde for the great difference whiche they haue from all other byrdes 
that I haue feene, afwel for theyr toonges (which are quylles as I haue fayde) as alfo for the (Irangeneife of theyr 
fyght and difproportion of their greate beakes in refpect of the refl, of theyr boddies. There are no byrdes 
founde that prouyde better for the fafegarde of theyr younge in the tyme of theyr breedynge to bee withowte 
daunger of wylde cattcs that they enter not into theyr neftes to deflroye theyr egges or younge. And this afwell 
by the ftraunge maner of buyldyng theyr neftes, as alfo by theyr owne defence. And therfore when they 
perceaue that the cattes approche towarde them, they enter into theyr nefles: and holdynge theyr beakes 
towarde th[e]enteraunce of the fame, llande at theyr defence, and fo vexe the cattes that they caufe them to 
ieaue theyr enterpryfe. 

There are alfo other byrdes or fparowes, whiche the Chriilians by contrary effect caule Matti, that is fooles. 
Wheras neuertheleffe there is no byrde that (heweth more wyt and crafte in defendyiige her younge from perell. 
Thefe byrdes are lyttle and in maner blacke, and fumewhat bygger then owre thruflhes. They haue certeyne 
1 >te fethers in theyr neckes, and the lyke lagacitie or fliarpenes of fenfe as haue the byrdes or pyes cauled 
G u i Tliey feldome tymes hght vppon the earth. They make theyr neftes in trees feparated from other, 
bycaufe the wylde cattes {cauled Mammoni) are accuftomed to leape frome tree to tree, not defcendynge to the 
g oun ie for feare of other beaftes, excepte when they are enforced by thyrile to coome downe to drynke at 
fu 1 e t)n es as they are fure not to bee molefted. And for this caufe doo not thefe byrdes make theyr nefles 
b t n t ees farre diuyded from other. They make them of a cubette in length or more, after the maner of 
bagges or lyttle fackes, large at the bottome, and growynge narower and narower towarde the mouth whereby 
they are faftened ; hauynge the hole whereat they enter into the facke, of fuch by^enes as may onely fufSce to 
receaue them. And to th[e]ende that the cattes maye not deuoure theyr younge yf they chaunce to mounte 
vppon the trees where they haue theyr neftes, they vfe an other crafte, which is, to make theyr neftes in thycke 
braunches of trees, and to defende the fame with fharpe and ftronge thorns implycate and fet in fuch order that 
no man is able to make the lyke. So that the cattes can by no meanes put theyr legges into the hole of fhe 
nefte to take owte younge byrdes, afwel for the (harpenes of the themes as alfo for the depth of the neftes, in 
the bottome wherof, the younge birdes reft withowt daunger of theyr enemie. For fum of theyr neftes beynge 
three or foure fpannes in lengthe, the legge of the catte can not reache to the bottome therof They vfe alfo 
an other poUicie : which is, to make many of theyr neftes in one tree The which they doo for one of thefe two 
caufes ; that is, that eythcr of theyr owne naturall difpofition they are accuftomed to go in great multitudes, and 
reioyfe in the company of theyr oivne generation as do the byrdes which we caule ftares, or elles to th[e]intent 
that yf it flioulde fo cliaunce that the cattes fhuldc clyme the trees where they make theyr neftes, they might 
bee a greater company to refyfte and moleft the cattes, at whofe approch they make a feareful and terrible cry, 
wherby the cattes are put to llyght. 

Furthermore, in the firme land, and in the llandes, there are certeyne byrdes cauled Fiche or Gazzuok, 
fumewhat lyke vnto thofe which we caule woodwaules, or woodpeckes, beinge leffe then owts of Spayne. 
Thefe are altogither blacke, and go hoppynge and leapyng. Theyr beakes are alfo blacke and of the iame 
fafftiyon as are the popmgiays beakes. They haue longe tayles, and are fumwhat bygger then ftares. 

There are other byrdes cauled Pintadelli, whiche are lyke vnto certeyne greene byrdes whiche the Italyans 
caule Fringuelli: and are of feuen coloures. Thefe byrdes for feare of the cattes, are euer woonte to make 
theyr neftes ouer the bankes of ryuers or the fea, where the braunches of trees fo reache ouer the water that 
with a lyttle weyght they maye bowe downe to the water. Theyr neftes are made fo neare the toppes of the 
braunches that when the cattes coorae theron, the braunches bende towarde the water, and the cattes Eurne 
backe ageyne for feare of faulynge. For although e no beafte in the worlde bee more malicious then this, yet 
whereas the mofte parte of beaftes are naturally inclyned to fwymnie, this catte hath no maner of aptenefle 
thereunto, and is therefore foone drowned or ftrangeled in the water, and by a pryuie fenfe of nature feareth the 
daunger which he can not efcape. Thefe byrdes make theyr neftes in fuche forte, that althowgh they bee weete 
and fylled with water, yet doo they fo fuddenly ryfe vp ageyne, that the younge byrdes are not thereby hurte or 
drowned. 

There are alfo many nyghtyngales and other byrdes whiche fynge marueloufly with great melodie and 
dyfference in fyngynge. Thefe byrdes are of maruelous dyuers coloures the one from the other. Sum are 
altogither yelowe, and fum other of fo excellente, delectable, and liyghe a coloure as it weare a tubye. Other 
aie alfo of dyuers and variable coloures : fum of fewe coloures, and other fume all of one coloure : beinge all fo 
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fayre and bewtifull, that in bryghtneffe and fliynynge they excell all that are feene in Spayne, or Italy or other 
prouinces of Europe. Many of thefe are talcen with nettes, lyme twygges, and fprynges of dyuers fortes. 

Dyuers other fortes of greate foules lyke vnto Eagles, and fuche other as lyue of pray, are founde in the 
firme lande of fuche diuerfitie, that it is in maner inipoiTible to defcrybe them all particularly. And forafmuche 
as I haue more largely intreated hereof in my generall hyllorie of the Indies, I thynke it not requyfite to make 
any further mention of the fame. 



C Of trees, fruites, and plant es. 




Here is bothe in the firme lande and the Ilandes a certeyne tree cauled Cocus, beinge a kynd 
of date trees and hauynge theyr leanes of the felf fame greatneffe as haue the date trees 
which beare dates, but dyffer much in their growynge. For the leaues of this Cocus grow 
owle of the trunkes of the tree as doo the fyngers owt of the hande, wreathynge them felues 
one within an other and fo fpreadynge abrode. Thefe trees are hygh; and are founde in 
great plentie in the coafle of the fea of Sur, in the prouince of Cacique Chiman. Thefe 
date trees brynge furtli a frute after this forte. Beinge altogyther vnite as it groweth on the 
tree, it is of greater circumference then the heade of a man. And from the fuperficiall parte to the myddeft 
which is the frute, it is inuolued and couered with many webbes much lyke vnto thofe hyrdes of towe whiche 
they vfe in Andalufia. Of this towe or webbe, the Eail Indians make a certeyne kynde of clothe of three or 
foure fortes, and cordes for the layles of fhyppes. But in thefe Indies of yowr maiellie, they pafle not for thefe 
cordes or this clothe that may be made of the frute of Cocus, by reafon of tJie great plentie that they haue of the 
bombage or cotton of the goffampine trees. The frute which is in the myddeft, of the fayde towe, is (as I haue 
layde) as bygge as a mans fyde, and fumtymes twyfe as by^e and more. It is in forme, lyke vnto a 
walnutte, or fum other rounde thynge fumwhat more longe then large, and very harde. The rynde or 
barke herof, is as thycke as the cyrcle of letters of a riale of plate. And within, there cleaueth fafl.e 
to the rj'ndc of the nutte a carnofitie or fubflaunce of coomel, of the thyckeneffe of halfe a fynger or 
of the leall fynger of the hande : And is verye whyte, lyke vnto a fayre Almonde, and of better taft,e 
and more pleafaunt. When this fruite is chewed, there remayne certeyne cmmmes as do the lyke of almondes. 
Yet if it bee fwalowed downe, it is not vnpleafaunt. For althowgh that after the iewfe or moyfture bee goime 
downe the throte before the fayde crummes bee fwalowed, the telle whiche is eaten feeme fumwhat Iharpe or 
fower, yet doth it not fo greatly off'ende the taile fo as to bee caile away, Whyle this Cocus is yet frefhe and 
newly taken from the tree, they vfe not to eate of the fayde carnofitie and frute : But fyrfle beatynge it very much, 
and then ftraynynge it, they drawe a mylke thereof, much better and fweeter then is the mylke of beaftes, and 
of much fubilaunce: The which the Chriflian men of thofe regions put in the toites or cakes which they make 
of the grayne of Maizium wherof they make theyr breade, or in other breade as we put breade in porrage ; So 
that by reafon of the fayde mylke of Cocus, the tortes are more excellent to be eaten withowt offence to the 
ftoraake. They are fo pleafaunte to the tafle, and leaue it afwell falifiyed as thowghe it had byn delyted with 
many delycate dyflhes. But to proceade further, yowre maieilie (liall vnderftand, that in the place of the fl,one 
or coomell, there is in the myddeft of the fayde carnofitie, a voyde place, which neuertheleffe is full of a mofte 
cleare and excellent water, m fuch quantitie as maye fyll a greate egge ftiell, or more or leflTe accordynge to the 
byggeneffe of the Cocus. The which water fuerly, is the mofte fubftantial, excellent and precious to be droonke, 
that maye bee founde in the worlde. In fo much that in the momente when it paffeth the palate of the mouth 
and begynneth to goo downe the thiote it feemeth that frome the fole of the foote to the crowne of the headde, 
there is no parte of the boddyebut that feelethe great comfort therbyr as it is doutleffe one ofthemoft excellent 
thynges that may be tafted vppon the earth, and fuche as I am not able by wrytynge or toonge to exprelTe. 
And to proceade yet further, I fay that when the meate of this frute is taken from the veffell therof, the veffell 
remayneth as fayre and nette as though it were puUyfhed: and is without, of colour inclynynge towarde blacke, 
and ftiyneth or gjyfleretb very fayre. And is within of no leffe dihcateneffe. Suche as haue accuftomed to 
drynke in thefe veffelles, and haue bynne trowbeled with the difeafe cauled the frednge of the guttes, lay 
that they haue by experience founde it a maruelous remedie ageynft that difeafe : And that it breakethe the ftone 
and prouoketh vrine. This frute was cauled Coctts for this caufe, that when it is taken from the place where it 
cleaueth fade to the tree, there are feene two holes, and aboue them two other naturall holes, which altogyther, 
doo reprefente the giefture and fygure of the cattes cauled Mammone, that is, munkeys, when they crye : whiche 
crye the Indians caule Coca: But in very deede, this tree is a kynd of date trees: and hath the fame effecte to 
lieale fretynge of the guttes, that Plinie defcrybeth all kyndes of date trees to haue. 
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There are furthermore in the firme hnde trees of fuche bjggeneffe that I dire not fpeake therof but in 
place where I haue fo many wytnefles which haue feene the fame as wel as I I fay th(.rlore that a leaquu 
from Dariena or the citie o{ Sanlla Malta Antiqui there palleth arjuer vtr) hr^e and diepe which is cauled 
Culi: ouer the which the Indians had h>de a gr ate tree fo trauerlmge the f\me that it was in the Ileade of a 
brydge, the which I my felfe with dyuers other that are at th s prefent m yowre maieilies courte, haue often 
tymes palfed ouer. And forafmuchas thefajde tice h\d Ijni, l>nge there and b> the great w eit,ht therof was fo 
(hronke downewarde and partely couered mth w xter that none tuuld pilTe ouer it but were weete to the knee, 
I being then in the yeare 1522. th[e]official of luflice in that citie it ) owre maitfties a] po) ntemente, caufed an 
other greate tree to bee layde in that place whiche in lyke maner trauerfed the ryuer and reached more then 
fyftie foote ouer the further fyde. This tree was exceadynge greate, and relied aboue the water more then twoo 
cubytes. In the faule, it cafl downe all fuche other trees as were within the reache therof: And difcouere<l 
certeyne vynes whiche were fo laden with blacke grapes of pleafaunte tafle, that they fatiffyed more then fyftie 
perfons whiche eate theyr fylle therof This tree in the thyckeil parte therof, was more then fyxtene fpannes 
thicke : And was neuerliieleffe but lyttle in refpect of many other trees which are founde in this prouince. For 
the Indians of the coafle and prouince of Cartagenia, make barkes or boates therof (which they caule Canoas,) of 
fuch byggeneffe, beinge all of one hole tree, that fume conteyne a hundreth men, fume a hundreth and thirtie, 
and fume more, hauynge neuertheleffe fuche voyde fpace within the fame, that there is lefte fufficiente roome 
to paffe to and fro through owte all the Canoa. Sum of thefe are fo large byfyde the length, that they conteyne 
more then tenne or twelue fpannes in breadth, and iayle with twoo fayles as with the mailer fayle and the 
trinkette which they make of verye good cotton. The greatefl trees that I haue feene in thefe partes or in 
anye other regions, was in the prouince of Guaturo, the kynge wherof rebellynge from th[e]obedience of yowre 
maieflie, was perfued by me and taken pryfoner; At whiche tynie I with my company, paffed ouer a very hygh 
mountayne ful of great trees, in the toppe wherof we founde one tree whiche had three rootes or rather 
diuifions of the roote aboue the earth in forme of a tryangle or triuette : fo that betwene euery foote of this 
triangle or three feete, there was a fpace of twentie foote betwene euery foote. And this of fuch heyght aboue 
the earthe, that a laden carte of thofe wherewith they are accuflomed to brynge home corne in the tyme of 
harueft in the kyngedome of Toledo in Spayne, myght eafely haue paffed throwgh euery of thofe particions or 
wyndowes whiche were betwene the three feete of the iayd tree. From the earth vpwarde to the Irunke of the 
tree, the open places of the dyuifions betwene thefe three feete, were of fuche heyght from the grounde, that a 
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fayde before) I tooke kynge Guaiuro pryfoner in the yeare 1522. Many thynges more myght here bee fpoken 
as touchynge this matter, as alfo howe there are many other excellent trees founde of dyuers fortes and dyfference, 
as fweete Ceder trees, blacke date trees, and many other: of the which fum are fo heauy that they can not flote 
aboue the water but fynke immediatly to the bottome. And other ageyne as light as a corke. As toucJiynge 
all whiche thynges I haue wrytten more largely in my generall hyflorie of the Indies. 

And forafmuch as at this prefent I haue entered to intceate of trees, before I paife any further to other 
thynges, I wyl declare the maner howe the Indians kyndle fyre, only with woodde, and without fyre, the maner 
wherof is this. They take a piece of woodde of two fpannes in lengthe, as bygge as the leade fynger of a mans 
hande, or as an arrowe well pullyflhed, and of a (Ironge kynde of woodde whiche they keepe onely for this 
purpofe. And where they intende to kyndle any f)Te, they take two other pieces of woodde of the dryed and 
lyghtell that they can fynde, and bynde them fail togyther one with an other as clofe as two fyngers ioyned. 
In the myddefl. or betwene thefe, they put the poynt of the fyrfle lyttle flaffe made of harde and (Ironge wood 
which they hold in theyr handes by the toppe thereof, and turne or rubbe it rounde aboute continually in one 
place betwene the two pieces of woodde which lye bounde togyther vppon the earthe, which by that vnceflant 
rubbynge and chafynge, are in (hort fpace kyndeled and take fyer. 

I haue alfo thought good here to fpeake fumwhat of fuch thynges as coorame to my reraemberaunce of 



Hosted by Google 



The hyjlovie of the vvejle Indies. 



227 



certeyne trees which are founde in this lande, and fumetyme alfo the lyke haue bynne feene in Spayne. Thefe 
are certeyne putrifyed troonkes which haue lyne fo longe rottyng on the earth that they are verye whyte and 
fhyne in the nyght lyke bumynge f}re brindes. And when the Spanyardes fynde any of this woodde, and 
intende priuily in the nyght to mike wirre and inuade any prouince when cafe fo requyreth that it (halbe 
neceifary to go in the nyght in fuche places where they knowe not the way, the formofl Chriflian man whiche 
guydetlie the waye, affociate with an Indian to directe hym therein, taketh a lyttle flarre of the fayde woodde, 
which he putteth in his cappe hangynife behjnde on his Ihoulders, by the lyght wherof he that foloweth nexte 
to him, directeth his iourney, who alfo in lyke maner beareth an other flarre behynde hym, by the ihynynge 
whereof the thyrde foloweth the fame waye, and in lyke maner do al the reil, fo that by this meanes none are 
ioile or flragle owte of the way. And forafmuche as this lyght is not feene very farre, it is the better pollicie 
for the Chryflians bycanfe they are not thereby difclofed before they inuade theyr enemies. 

Furthermore as touchynge the natures of trees, one particular thynge feemeth woorthy to bee noted, 
wherof Plinie maketh mention in his natural hyflorye where he laythe that there are certeyne trees which 
contynewe euer greene and neuer lofe theyr leaues, as the baye tree, the Ceder, the orange tree, and the olyue 
tree with fuch other, of the whiche in all togyther he nameth not pafte fyue or fyxe. To this purpofe, I faye, 
that in the Ilandes of thefe Indies, and alfo in the firme lande, it is a thynge of muche difiicultie to fynde twoo 
trees that lofe or cad theyr leaues at any tyme. For althowgh I haue diligentely fearched to knowe the 
trewthe hereof, yet haue I not feene any that lofe theyr leaues, eyther of theym which we haue browght owt of 
Spayne into thefe regions, as Orange trees, Limons, Ceders, Palmes, or date trees and Pomegranate trees, or of 
any .other in thefe regions excepte onely Caffia, which lofeth his leaues and hath a greater thynge appropriate 
to it felfe onely: which is, that whereas all other trees and plantes of India fpreade theyr rootes no dieper in 
the earthe then the depth of a mans heyght or fumewhat more, not defcendyng any further into the ground by 
reafon of the greate heate which is found beneth that depth, yet dooth Caffia pearce further into the grounde 
vntyl it fynd water: whiche by the Phylofophers opinion fhoulde be the caufe of a thynne and watery radycall 
moyfler to fuche thynges as drawe theyr nurylhement therof, as fat and vnctuous groundes with temperate 
heate, yelde a fad and firme moyflure to fuche thynges as growe in them, whiche is the caufe that fuche trees 
lofe not theyr leaues, as the fayde thynne and wateryiihe moyflure is caufe of the contrarie, as appearethe by 
the layde effecte which is feene onely in Caffia, and none other tree or plante in all thefe parties. 



C Of Reedes or Canes. 




Haue not thought it conuenient in the chapiture before to fpeake of that whereof I intende 
nowe to entreate of, reedes or canes, to th[e]intente that I woolde not mengle theym with 
plantes or trees, beinge thynges of them felues woorthy to bee particularly obferued. So it 
is therfore, that in the firme land there are many fortes of reedes, fo that in many places they 
make theyr howfes therof, couerynge them with the toppes of the fame, and makjmge their 
waules of them in lyke maner, as I haue fayde before. And amonge thefe kyndes of reedes, 
there is one fo greate, that the canes therof are as bygge as a mans legge in the knee, 
and three fpannes in length frome ioynt to ioynt or more: in fo much that euery of them is of capacitie to 
conteyne a lyttle bucket of water. In this kjTide, there are founde fum greater and fum leffe, of the which fum 
they vfe to make quyuers for arrowes. There is founde an other kynde which fuerly is marueylous, beynge 
lytde bygger then a lauelen, the canes whereof are longer then twoo fpannes. Thefe reedes growe one farre 
from an other, as fum tymes twentie or thirtie pafes, and fumetymes aifo twoo or three leagues. They growe 
in maner in all prouynces in the Indies: And growe nere to very hygh trees wherunto they leane, and creepe 
vp to the toppes of theyr braunches, which they imbrafe and defcende ageyne downe to the earth. 'ITieyr 
canes are full of moile cleare water without any maner of tad or fauoure eyliier of the canes or of any other 
thynge : And fuche as yf it were taken owte of the frefihelle fprynge in the worlde. Nor yet is it knowen that 
euer it hurte any that droonke therof. For it hath oftentymes fo chaunced that as the Chryden men haue 
trauayled in thefe regions in defolate wayes where for lacke of water they haue byn in great daunger to dye 
for thyrfle, they haue efcaped that pereU by reafon that they founde the fayde reedes, of the water of whofe 
canes they haue droonke a great quantitie withowt any hurte thereof enfewynge. Therefore when they fynde 
thefe in any place, they make water veffelles of the canes therof and cary as many of them ful of water as may 
fuffice for one dayes iomay. And fumtyme they cary fo many, that they take for euery man two or three 
quartes of water which may feme them for many dayes bycaufe it doth not corrupte, but remaynethe flyll frefihe 
and good. 
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There are alfo certeine plantes which the Chriflians caul Plaiani. Thefe are as hygh as trees, and become 
as bygge in the trutike as the knee of a man or more. Frome the foote to the toppe, they beare certeyne longe 
and large leaues, beinge more then three fpannes in largenes, and about ten or twelue in length ; The whiche 
when they are broken of the wynde, the ftalke remayneth bole in the myddefl. In the myddefte of this plant in 
the hygheft parte thereof, there groweth a duller with fortie or fyftie Platans abowt it, euery of thcni beinge a 
fpanne and a halfe in length, and as bygge as a mans anne in the finaule, or more or leffe accordynge to the 
goodneffe of the foyle where they growe. They haue a rynde not very thycke, and eafy to bee broken: being 
within altogither full of a fubftaunce lyke vnto the marye of the bone of an oxe as it appeareth when the rynde 
or barke is taken frome the fame. This clufler owght to bee taken from the plant, when any one of tlie Platans 
begynne to appere ye!owe. At which tyme they take it and hange it in theyr houfes where all the clufler waxeth 
rype witli his Platans. This duller is a very good frute: And when it is opened and the rynde taken of, there 
are founde within it many good drye fygges which beynge rolled or ilewed in an ouen in a clofe pot or fum 
fuche other thynge, are of pleafaunte tafte muche lyke the conferue of hony. They pntrifie not on the fea fo 
foone as fume other frutes do: but continue fyfteenc dayes and more yf they bee gathered fumwhat gteene. 
They feeme more delycate on the fea then on the lande, not for that they any thinge increafe in goodneffe on 
the fea, but bycaufe that whereas on the fea other thynges are lackyng wherof is plentie on the land, thofe 
meates feeme of befte taile which fatiffie prefente neceffitie. ITiis troonke or fprygge whiche bryngeth foorth 
the fayde duller is a hole yeare in growyng and brynging foorth fmte. In whiche tyme it hath put foorth 
rounde abowte it tenne or twelue fprygges as bygge as the fytll or priiicipall, and multipUeth no lefTe then the 
pryncipall in bryngynge foorthe of cluflers with frutes lykewyfe at theyr tyme, and alfo in bryngynge foorth other 
and many fprygges as is fayde beefore. From the which fprygges or trunkes, as foone as the clufler of the frute 
is taken away, the plante begynneth to drye and wyther, which then they take owt of the grounde bycaufe it 
doth none other then occupie it in vayne and without profyt. They are fo many and doo fo marueloufly increafe 
and multiplie, that it is a thynge in maner incredible. They are exceadynge moyile. In fo much that when 
they are plucked vp from the place wher they grow, there iflheweth forth a great quantitie of water as well owte 
of the plante as owte of the place where it grewe : In fuch forte that all the moyfture of the earth farre abowte, 
myght feeme to bee gathered togyther abowte the trunke or blocke of the fayde plante : with the frutes whereof, 
the antes are fo farre in loue, that they are leene in great multitudes in the branches of the plantes. So that for 
the multitude thereof it fumetyme fo chaunceth that men are inforced to take away the Platans frome theyr 
poffeffion. Thefe frutes are founde at all tymes of the yeare. 

There is alfo an other kynd of wyld plantes that groweth in the fyeldes: which I haue not feene but in the 
Ilande of Hifpaniola, althowgh they be founde in other Ilandes of the Indies. Thefe they caule Tunas. They 
growe of a thiillc full of thomes, and bryuge foorth a frute muche lyke vnto great fygges, which haue a crowne 
lyke medlers, and are within of a hyghe coloure, with graynes and the rynde lyke vnto a fygge. They are of 
good tafte : And growe abundantly in the fyeldes in many places. They woorke a Ilraunge effecte in fuche as 
eate them. For if a manne eate two or three or more, they caufe his vrine to bee of the verye coloure of 
bludde, which thynge chaunced once to my felfe. At whiche tyme as I made water and lawe the colour of my 
vrine, I entered into a great fufpition of my lyfe, beinge fo aflonyflhed for feare, that I thought the fame had 
chaunced to mc vpon fum other caufe. In fo muche that furely my imagination myght haue doone me hurte, 
but that they whiche were with me dyd comforte me immediatly, declarynge the caufe therof as they knewe by 
experience beinge auncient inhabitours in thofe regions. 

There groweth alfo an other plante whiche the people of the countrey caule Bihms. This putteth forth 
certeyne ftreight braunches and very brode leaues which the Indians vfe for dyuers purpofes. For in fum places 
they couer theyr houfes with the leaues therof cowched and layde after the maner of thetche, wherunto it ferueth 
very well. Suratymes alfo when it rayneth, they call thefe ouer theyr heades to defende theim from the water. They 
make alfo certeyne cheftes whiche they caule Hmias, weaued after a flraunge forte and intermix! with the leaues 
of this BUiacs. Thefe chefles are wrought in fuch fort, that although it rayne vpon them, or they chaunce to 
faule into the water, yet are not fuch thynges wette as are within them. They are made of the braunches of the 
fayde Bihaos with the leaues weaued togyther therwith. In thefe they keepe falte and other fubtyle thynges. 
They vfe theym alfo for an other purpofe, which is this: That lindyng them in the fieldes at fuch tyme as they 
haue fcarfeneffe of vyttayles, they dygge vp the rootes of thefe plantes whyle they are yet younge, or eate the 
plante it felfe in that parte where it is mofle tender, which is from a foote vnder the grounde, where it is as 
tender and whyte as a reede or bulruffhe. 

And forafmuch as wee are nowe coomme to th[e]end of this narration, it commeth to my rememberaunce to 
make mention of an other thynge which is not farre from my purpofe. And this is howe the Indians do flayne 
or dye doth of bombage cotton, or any other thynge which they intende to dye of dyuers coloures : as blacke, 
tawny, greene, blewe, yelowe, and redde, whiche they doo ivith the barkes or tj-ndes, and leaues of certeyne trees. 
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whiche they knowe by experience to bee good for this practife. And by this arte they make colours in fuch 
perfection and excellencie that no belter can bee diuyfed. But this feemeth a ftraunge thynge, tliat they doo 
all this in one felfe fame veffell: So that when they haue caufed the fayde ryndes and leaues to boyle togyther, 
they make in the fame veffell without any chaunge (as I haue layde) as inany colours as them lyfleth. Whiche 
thynge I fuppofe to coomme to paffe by the difpolition of the coloure whiche they haue f}T(le gyuen to the 
thynge that they intende to drye or colour, whether it bee threede, webbe, or clothe, or any thynge that they 
intend e to coloure. 



Of uenemous apples wherwith they poyfon theyr arrowes. 

He apples wherewith the Indian Canibales inuenenie theyr arrowes, growe on certeyne trees 
couered with many braunches and leaues beinge very greene and gro^vyng thicke. They are 
laden with abundaunce of thefe euyll frutes, and haue theyr leaues lyke the leaues of a peare 
tree, but that they are leffe and rounder. The frute is much lyke the raufcadell peares of 
the Ilande of Sicilie or Naples in forme and byggeneffe : And are in fum partes fleyned with 
redde fpottes, and of very fweete fauoure. Thefe trees for the motle parte, growe euer by 
the fea coades and neare vnto the water: And are fo fayre and of pleafaunte fauour, that 
there is no man that feethe theym but wyll defyre to eate therof. 

In fo much that if it may bee fpoken of any frute yet growynge on the earth, I wolde faye that this was 
the vnhappy frute wherof owre fyrfle parentes Adam and Eue taded, wherby they both loll theyr felicitie and 
procured death to them and theyr pofteritie. Of thefe frutes, and of the greate antes whofe bytynge caufeth 
fwellynge {whereof I haue fpoken els where) and of the eutes or lyfartes, and vypers, and fuch other venemous 
thynges, the Canibales which are the chyefe archers amonge the Indians, are accuftomed to poyfon theyr arrowes 
wherwith they kyll all that they wounde, 

Thefe venemes they mengle togyther and make thereof a blacke maffe or compofition which appeareth lyke 
vnto very blacke pytche. Of tliis poyfon I caufed a great quantitie to be burnt in SanSla Maria Antiqua in a 
place two leaques and more within the lande, with a greate multitude of theyr inuenemed arrowes and other 
munition, with alfo the houfe wherein they were referued. This was in the yeare. i s r 4. at fuche tyme as 
th[e]army arriued there with capitayne Pedrarias da villa at the commaundemente of the Catholyke kynge 
Don Ferdinando. But to retume to the hyftory. Thefe apples (as I haue faid) growe neare vnto the fea. And 
wheras the Chrillians which feme yowr maiefUe in thefe parties, fuppofe that there is no remedy fo profytable 
for fuche as are wounded with thefe arrowes, as is the water of the fea if the wounde be much waffhed thenvith, 
by which means fum haue efcaped although but fewe, yet to faye the trewthe, albeit the water of the fea haue a 
certeyne caullike qualitie ageynft poyfon, it is not a fufficient remedy in this cafe: nor yet to this day haue the 
Chriftians perceaued that of fiftie that haue byn wounded, three haue recouered. But that yowr maieilie may 
the better confydet the force of the veneme of thefe trees, yowe ihall further vnderftande that yf a man doo but 
repofe hym felfe to fieepe a lyttle whyle vnder the (hadow of the fame, he hatli his head and eyes fo fwolne 
when he ryfeth, that the eye lyddes are ioyned with the chekes. And if it chaunce one droppe or more of the 
dewe of the fayde tree to faule into the eye, it vtterly deftroyeth the fyght The peftilent nature of this tree is 
fuch that it can not bee declared in fewe woordes. Of thefe there groweth greate plentie in the goulfe of Vraba 
towarde the North coafl on the Wefte and Eafle fyde. The wood of thefe trees when it bumeth, maketh fo 
greate a flynke that noo man is able to abyde it, by reafon it caufeth fo great a peyne in the headde. 

Amonge other trees which are in thefe Indies as well in the Ilandes as in the firme lande, there is an other 
kynde which they caule Xagua, wherof there is great plentie. They are very hygh and flreyght, and fayre to 
beholde. Of thefe they vfe to make pykes and iauelyns of dyuers lengthes and byggeneffe. They are of a fayre 
colour betwene ruffette and whyte. This tree bryngeth foortii a greate frute as bygge as Papauer or poppie and 
much lyke therunto. It is very good to be eaten when it is rype. Owte of this they gette a very cleare water 
wherwith they waffhe theyr legges and fumetymes all theyr boddyes when they feele theyr fleflhe werye, faynt, 
or loofe. The which water, byfyde that it hath a byndynge qualitie, it hath alfo this propertie, that what fo 
euer it toucheth, it fleyneth it blacke by lyttle and lyttle vntyll it bee as blacke as giette, which coloure can not 
be taken away in leffe fpace then tenne or twelue dayes. And if the nayle bee but touched therwith, it is fo 
(leined that it can by no meanes bee taken away vntyll it eythet faule of, or growe owte and bee clypped away 
by lyttle and lyttle, as I my felfe haue oftentymes feene by experience. 

There is another kynde of trees which they call Ifobi. Thefe are very great and fayre, and caufe holfome 
ayer where they growe and a pleafaunt fhadow, and are founde in great abundaunce. Theyr frute is very good, 
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and of good tafl and fauoure, and much lyke vnto certeyne damfons or prunes beJnge lyttle and yelowe. But 
theyr (lone is very great i by reafon wherof they haue but lyttle meate. Theyr barke or rynde boyleil in water, 
maketh a holfome bathe for the legges, bycaufe it bindeth and lleyeth the loofeneffe of the flefilie fo fencibly 
that it is a mameyle to confyder. It is fuerly a holfome and excellent bathe ageynft fuch fayntnefle : And is 
the bede tree that may bee founde in thofe paities to fleepe vnder. For it caufeth no heauineffe of the headde 
as doo dyuers other trees. Whiche thynge I fpeake bycaufe the Chriftians are muche accullomed in thofc 
regions to lye in the fyeldes. It is therfore a common practife amonge lliem, that where fo euer they fynd 
thefe trees, there they fpreade tlieyr mattreffes and beddes wherin they fleepe. 

There are alfo a kynde of hyghe date trees and full of thomes. The woodde of thefe is moile excellent : 
beinge very blaclce, and thynynge, and fo heauy that no parte thereof can fwymme aboue tlie water, but fynketh 
imraediatly to the bottome. Of this woodde they make theyr arrowes and dartes : Alfo iauelyns, fpeares, and 
pykes. And I faye pykes, bycaufe that in the coafles of the fea of Sur, beyonde Efquegua and Vracha, the 
Indians vfe great and longe pykes made of the woodde of thefe date trees. Of the fame lykewyfe they make 
clubbes and fwoordes and dyuers other weapons. Alfo veffelles and houlholde (luife of dyuers fortes very fayre 
and commodious. Furthermore of this woodde the Chriflians vfe to make dyuers muficall inftrumentes, as 
clarifimbals, lutes, gytems, and fuche other, the whiche byfyde theyr fayre (hynynge coloure lyke vnto giete, are 
alfo of a good founde and very durable by reafon of the hardnelTe of the woodde. 

After that I haue fayde thus much of trees and plantes, I haue thought good alfo to fpeake fumwhat of 
herbes. You fliall therefore vnderllande that in thefe Indies there is an herbe much lyke vnto a yelowe lylHe, 
abowte whofe leaues there gtowe and creepe certeyne cordes or laces, as the lyke is partly feene in the herbe 
which we caule lafed lauery. But thefe of the Indies are muche bygger, and longer: and fo flronge that they 
tye theyr hangynge beddes thereby whiche they caule Hamacas wherof we haue fpoken elfwhere. Thefe 
cordes, they caule Cabuta and Henequen, which are al one thing fauynge that Henequen is lefle and of a fyner 
fubllaunce as it were line: And the other is grofler lyke the wycke or twyfte of hempe, and is imperfecte in 
comparifon to the other. They are of coloure betwene whyte and yelowe lyke vnto abame, and fum alfo 
whyte, With Hmequm whiche is the roolle fubtyle and fyne threede, the Indians fawe in funder fetters, 
cheynes, or barres of Iren in this maner. They moue the threede of Henequen vppon the iren which they 
intende to law or cutte, drawynge the one hande after the other as doo they that fawe, puttynge euer nowe and 
then a portion of fyne fande vppon the threede, or on the place or parte of the Iren where they continue 
rubbynge the fayde threede. So that yf the threede be wome, they take an other, and continewe in theyr 
woorke as before vntyl they haue cutte in funder the iren although it bee neuer fo bygge: and cut it as yf it 
were a tender thynge and eafye to bee iawne. 

And for afm ch is the leiues of trees ma} bee co nted amonge herbes I wyll here fpeake fumewhat of 
the qual tie of the kaues of certeyne trees «hich are founde in the Iland oiHifpaniola. Thefe trees are fo full 
of thomes that there is no tree or plante that feemeth m re wylde wA deformed: fo that I can not well 
determyne whcd er they bee trees or plantes They ha c certeyne Iraunches full of large and deformed 
leaues which braunches were fyrfte le^ues lyke vnto the other As the braunches made of thefe leaues growe 
foorthe in length tl ere commeth other leaues of then So that m hue it is a dyfficuU thyng to defcrybe the 
forme of thefe trees except the fame Ihulde bee doone by a painter wherby the eye myght conceaue that 
wl ciein the toongc faykth in tl s bel alle The leiues of this tree are of f ch vertue, that beyng well beaten 
aii fpreadde vppon a cloth after the maner of a playft,er and lo layie to a legge or arme that is broken in 
many p ecea it heileth it in fjftene dayes ani maketh it is hole as though it had neuer byn broken. Durynge 
the tyme of this operation, it cleaueth fo fafl to the fleflhe that it can not without much difficultie bee taken 
away But as foone as it hatl healed the foie and wrought h s operation it loofeth it felfe from the place where 
It was layde, as I my felfe and dyuers other which haue proued it, knowe by experience. 



C Offyfjhes and of the maner of fyfjhynge. 




N the fea coaftes of the firme lande, there are dyuers and fundry kyndes of fyfllies muche 
differynge in Ihape and forme. And althoughe it be impofllble to fpeake of all, yet wyll I 
make mention of fum. And fyril to begynne at fardynes, yowe fliall vnderllande that there 
is founde a kynde of thefe fyfflies vety large and with redde tayles, beinge a very delicate 
fyfflie. The befte kyndes of other fyflhes are thefe: Moxarre, Diahace, Brettes, Dahaos, 
Thornbackes, and Salmons. All thefe and dyuers other which I do not now remember, are 
taken in great quantitie in ryuers. There are lykewyfe taken very good creuyflhes. There 
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are a!fo founde in the fea, certeyne other fyflhes: as foles, mackerelles, turbuttes, Palamite, Lizze, Polpi, Ckteppe, 

Xaibas, Locuiles, Oyfters, exceadynge great Tortoyfes, and Tiburoni of maruelous byggeneffe: Alfo Manates, 

and Murene, and manye other fyilhes which haue no names in oure language. And thefe of fuch diueriitie 

and quantitie as can not bee espreffed without large wrytynge and longe tyme. But to let paiTe to intreate 

particulerly of the multitude of fyflbes, I intende to fpeake chiefely ard fumwhat largely of three fortes of molle 

notable fyflhes : wherof the fyrfl is, the great Tortoyfes, the feconde is cauled Tiburon, and the thyrde Manate. 

And to begynne at the fyrfte, I faye that in the Ilande of Cuba, are founde great Tortoyfes (which are certeyne 

Ihell fyflhes) of fuch byggeneffe that tenne or fyfteene men are fcarfely able to lyfte one of them owt of the 

water, as I haue byn informed of credible perfons dwellynge in the fame Ilande. But of that which I my felfe 

haue feene, I can teilifie that in the firme lande in the vyllage of Ada there are of this forte fum taken and 

kyllod of fuche byggenes that fixe men with much difficultie coulde fcarfely drawe them owt of the water. And 

commonly the leaft fort of them are as much as two men may cary at a burden. That which 1 fawe lifted vp 

by fyxe men, had her fliell a yarde and a quarter in length, and in breadth more then fyue yaides. The maner 

of takynge them, is this. It fumtymes chaunceth that in tlieyr greate nettes (whiche they caule (hoote nettes) 

there are founde certeyne Tortoyfes of the common forte in great quantities. And when they coome owt of the 

fea and bringe foorth theyr egges and go togyther by coompanies from the fea to feade on the lande, the 

Chrillians or Indians folowe theyr (leppes whiche they fynde in the fande, and foone ouertake them bycaufe 

they are very heauy and flowe in goynge, although they make all the hade they can to retume to the fea as 

foone as they efpie any boddie. When they that purfewe them haue ouertaken them, they put a flake or ftaffe 

vnder theyr legges and ouertume them on theyr backes as they are yet ninnynge, fo that they can go no further 

nor yet ryfe ageyne or turne. And thus they fuffer thera to lye flyll wbyle they folowe after the refte which 

they ouertume in lyke maner : And by this meanes take very manye at fuche tymes as they coome furth of the 

fea as I haue fayde. This fyflhe is very excellent and holfome to be eaten, and of good tafle. The feconde of 

the three fyflhes wherof I haue fpoken, is the Tiburon. This is a very greate fyffhe and very quicke and 

fwifte in the water, and a cruell deuourer. Thefe are often tymes taken, afwell when the (hippes are vnder 

fayle in the Ocean, as alfo when they lye at anker, or at any other time, and efpecially the leaile kynd of thefe 

fifllies. When the (hippes are vnder fayle, the bi^efl forte are taken after this maner. When the Tiburon 

feeth the fhippe failinge he foloweth it fwymmynge behynde. The which thinge the mariners feeinge, cafle 

furthe all the fylthe of the (hippe into the fea for the fyffhe to eate, who neuerthelefle foloweth them with equal 

pafe although they make neuer fuch hafle wyth full wynd and failes, and waloweth on euery fyde and about the 

fhyppe : And thus foloweth it fumetyme for the fpace of a hundreth and fyftie leaques and more. And when 

the mariners are difpofed to take them, they call downe by the (lerne of the (hippe, a hoke of yren as bigge as 

the biggeft finger of a mans hande of three fpannes in lengthe and crooked like a fyfthehooke with beardes 

accordinge to the bigneffe thereof, and faflened to an iren chayne of fyue or fyxe Unkes neare vnto th[e]ende, 

and from thenfe tyed with a greate rope, iadening alfo on the hooke for a bayte, a piece of fum fiflhe, or hogges 

fleflh, or fum other fleflhe, or the bouwelles and intralles of an other Tiburon whiche they haue taken before, 

whiche may eafely bee doone, for I haue feene nyne taken in one day. And if they wolde haue taken more, 

they myght alfo. Thus when the Tiburon hath pleafauntly folowed the fhip a longe viage, at the lengthe he 

fwaloweth the baite with the hooke. And afwell by his flryuinge to flye or efcape, as alfo by the fwifte pafiage 

of the fhyppe, the hooke ouerthwarteth and catcheth hold of his chappes. The which fiflhe when it is taken, it 

is of fuche huge biggenelTe that twelue or fyfeteene men are fcarcely able to drawe it owt of the water and lifte 

it into the (liyppe ; Where one of the mariners gyueth it many knockes on the headde with a clubbe or beetle 

vntil he haue flame it. They are fumtymes founde of tenne or twelue foote long, and of fyue, fyxe, or feuen 

fpannes in breadth where they are brodefl. They haue very greate and wyde mouthes to the proportion of the 

refl.e of theyr boddies, and haue two rowes of teethe the one fumewhat feparate from the other, of cruell fliape 

and flanding very thicke. When they haue flayne this fyfllie, they cutte the boddy therof in fmaule piefes, and 

put it to drye, hangyngc it three or four dayes at the cordes of the fayle clothes to drye in the wynde, and then 

eate it It is doubtleffe a good fyflhe and of great commoditie to feme the (hippes for vitalles for many dayes. 

The leaile of thefe fyflhes are mofle holfome and tender. It hath a flcinne much like to the (kynne of a fole, 

whervnto the (ayde Tuberon is lyke in ihape. Which I faye bycaufe Plinie hath made mention of none of thefe 

three fi(Thes among the number of them whereof he wryteth in his natural hyflorie. Thefe Tibnrons coomme 

furth of the fea and enter into the ryuers, where they are no leffc perelous then greate lifartes or Crocodiles wherof I Crocodyic*. 

haue fpoken largely before. For theydeuoure men,kine, and horfes, euen as doo the Crocodiles. Theyare very daun- 

gerous in certeyne waflhynge places or pooles by the ryuers fydes, and where they haue deuoured at other tymes. 202 

Djniers other fyfihes both greate and fmaule, of fundry fortes and kyndes are accudomed to folowe the (hyppes 

goynge vnder (ayle, of the which I wy! fpeake fumwhat when I haue wrytten of Manate which is the thyrde of 

the three whereof I haue promyfed to entreate. Manate therefore, is a tyfflie of the fea, of the byggell forte. 
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and muche greater then the Tibnron in length and breadth : And is very bratyfflie and vyle, fo that it appeareth 
in forme lyke vnto one of thofe great veffelles made of goates fkynnes wherin they vfe to cary newe wyne in 
Medina de Campo or in Areualo. The headde of this beail is lyke the head of an oxe, with alfo lyke eyes. 
And hath in the place of armes, two great (lumpes whenvith he fwymmeth. It is a very gentle antl tame 
beaile : And commeth oftentymes owt of the water to the next fliore : where if he find [a]ny herbe;; or gralTc, he 
feedeth therof. Owre men are accuflomed to kyl many of thefe and dyuers other good fyiHies with theyr 
croffebowes, purfninge them in barkes or Canoas, bycaufe they fwymme in maner aboue the water. The 
whiche thj'nge when tiiey fee, they drawe them with a hooke tyde at a fmaule corde, but fumwhat ftronge. As 
the fyfllie flyelh away, the archer letteth go and prolongeth the corde by lyttle and lyttle vntyll he haue lette 
it go many fathams. At the ende of the corde, there is tyde a corke or a piece of lyght woodde. And wlien 
the fyflhe is goone a lyttle way, and hathe coloured the water with his bludde, and feeleth hym felfe to faynt 
and drawe towarde th[e]ende of his lyfe, he refortethe to the Ihore, and the archer foloweth gatherynge vp his 
corde : wherof whyle there yet remaiiie fixe or eyght fathams or fum what more or leffe, he draweth it towarde 
the lande, and draweth the fyflhe therwith by little and lyttle as the waues of the fea heipe hym to doo it the 
more eafely. Then with the helpe of the refle of his companie he lyftethe this greate beafl owt of the water 
to the lande, beinge of fuch bygneffe that to conuey it from thenfe to tlie citie, it (halbe requifite to haue a carte 
with a good yoke of oxen, and fumtymes more, accordyng as thefe fylTlies are of byggenefle, fum being much 
greater then other fum in the feme kynde as is feene of other bealles. Sumtymes they lyft thefe fyflhes into 
the Canoa or barke, withowt drawjTige them to the lande as before. For as foone as they are Ilayne, they 
flote aboue the water. And I belcue verely that this fyflhe is one of the befl in the world to the tafl.e, and the 
lykeil vnto fleflhe. Efpecially fo lyke vnto biefe, that who fo hath not feene it Jmle, can iudge it to bee none 
other when he feethe it in pieces then \'erye biefe or veale. And is certeynly fo lyke vnto fleflie, that all the 
men in the worlde may herin bee deceaued. Tlie talle lykewyfe, is lyke vnto the tail of very good veale, and 
laileth longe yf it bee poudered. So that in fine, the bafe of thefe parties, is by no meanes lyke vnto this. 
This Manate, hath a certeine Hone or ratlier bone in his headde within the brayne, which is of qualitie greatly 
appropriate ageynlle the difeafe of the (lone, if it bee burnte and grounde into fmaule pouder, and taken 
fallynge in the inornynge wl the pajne felte, in fuch quantitie as maye lye vppon a penye with a drawght 
of good whyte w}iie. Forb jnge th s tak n three or foure momynges, it acquieteth the grefe as dyuers haue 
toulde me whiche haue prot d 1 1 we Aid I my felfe by teftimonie of fight, doo wytneffe that I haue feene 
this (lone fought of dyuers f th eff t 

There are alfo dyuers oth fyflhe as bygge as this Manate: Emonge the which there is one cauled 
Vihudla. This fylhe bearetl the toppe of his headde, a fwoorde beinge on euery fyde full of many iliarpe 
teeth. This fwoorde is naturally very harde and llronge, of foure or fyue fpannes in length and of proportion 
accordynge to the fame byggenes. And for this caufe is this fylhe cauled Spada: that is the fwoord fyfhe. Of 
this kynde fum are found as lyttle as fardines : and other fo greate, that two yokes of oxen are fcarfely able to 
drawe them on a carte. But whereas before, I haue promyfed to fpeake of other fyflhes which are taken in 
thefe feas whyle the (hyppes are vnder fayle, I wyl not forget to fpeake of the Tunnye which is a great and good 
fyflhe, and is oftentymes taken and kylde with troute fpeares and hookes caile in the water when they play 
and fwymme aboute the fhyppes. In lyke maner alfo are taken many turbuts which are very good fyffhes as 
are lyghtly in all the fea. 

And here is to bee noted, that in the greate Ocean fea, there is a Ilraunge thynge to bee confidered, 
whiche all that haue byn in the Indies affinne to bee trewe. And this is, that lyke as on the lande there are 
fum prouinces fertile and frutfull, and fum barren, euen fo dooth tlie lyke chaunce in the fea: So that at fum 
wyndes the fhyppes fayle fiftie or a hundreth, or two hundreth leaques and more, withowt takyng or feinge of 
one fyfllie. And ageyne in the felfe fame Ocean, in fum places, all the water is feene tremble by the mouynge 
of the fyfihes, where they are taken abundauntly. 

It commeth further to my rememberaunce to fpeak fumwhat of the flyinge of fyflhes, which is doubtlefle a 
ilraunge thynge to beholde, and is after this maner. When the (hyppes fayle by the greate Ocean folowynge 
theyr vyage, there ryfeth fumtymes on the one fyde or on the other, many coompanies of certeyne lyttle fyfllies, 
of the which the byggell is no greater then a fardyne : and foo diminifthe leffe and leffe from that quantitie that 
fum of them are very lyttle. Thefe are cauled Volatori: that is, flyinge fyfllies. They ryfe by great coompanies 
and flockes in fuch multitudes that it is an aflonyflliement to beholde them. Sumtymes they ryfe but lyttle 
from the water : and (as it chaunceth) continew one flyght for the fpace of a hundreth pafes and fumtymes more 
or leffe before they faule ageyne into the fea. Sumtymes alfo they faule into the Ihyppes. And I remember 
tjiat on an euenjmg when all the company in the (hippe were on theyr knees fyngynge Sahte regma in the 
highed parte of the Caflel of the poope, and fayled with a full wynde, there paffed by vs a flocke of thefe flyinge 
fyfflies ; and came fo neare vs that many of them fell into tiie fliyppe, amonge the which, two or three fell hard 
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by me which I tooke alyue in my hande: fo that I myght well perceaue that they were as bigge as (ardynes 
and of the fame quantitie, hauynge two wynges or quylles growyng owt of theyr fynnes, lyke vEto thofe 
wherwith all the fyflhes fwymme in ryuers. Thefe wynges are as longe as the fyflhes theym felues. As longe 
as theyr wynges are moyfte, they beare them vp in the ayer. But as foone as they are drye, they can continewe 
theyr flyght no further then as I haue (ayde before, but faule immediatly into the fca, and fo ryfe ageyne, and 
flye as before from place to place. 

In the yeare. A thoufand fyue htmdreth fiftene, when I came fyril to informe your maieftye of the (late of 
the thynges in Indya, and was the yeare folowynge in Flanders in the tyme of youre molle fortunate fucceffe in 
thefe youre kyngedomes of Aragonie and Cattyle, wheras at that vyage I fayled aboue the Hand Bermuda 
othenvyfe cauled Garza, beynge the furthelle of all the Ilandes that are founde at thys daye in the worlde, and 
arryuynge there at the deapthe of eight yeardes of water, and dyllant from the land as farre as the fhoCte of a 
piece of ordynaunce, I determined to fende fume of the fhyppe to lande as well to make fearche of fuche 
thynges as were there, as alfo to leaue in the Hande certayne hogges for increafe. But the tyme not feruyng 
my purpofe by reafon of contrarye wynde, I could bryng my Ihyppes no nearer the Ilande beinge twelue 
leaques in lengthe and fyxe in breadth and about thyrty in circuite, lying in the thyrtie and thre degre of the 
northe fyde, Whyle I remayned here, I fawe a llryfe and combatte betwene thefe flyings fylhes and the fyfbes 
named gylte heades, and the foules cauled feamewes and cormorauntes, whych fuerlye feemed vnto me a thynge 
of as greate pleafure and folace as coulde bee deuyfed, whyle the gylte heades fwamme on the brymme of the 
water and fumtymes lyfied theyr fliulders aboue the fame to rayfe the fwymmynge fyfihes owt of the water to 
dryue them to flyght, and folowe them fwymming to the place where they faule to take and eate them fodaynlye. 
Agayne on the other fyde, the feamewes and cormorantcs, take manye of thefe flying fyflhes: fo that by thys 
meanes theye are nother fafe in the ayre nor in the water. In the felfe fame perrell and daunger doo men lyue 
in thys morlall lyfe wherin is no certayne fecurytye nether in hygh eftate nor in lowe. Which thynge fuerlye 
ought to put vs in rememberaunce of that bleffed and fafe reftynge place whych god hath prepared for fuch as 
loue hym, who fhall acquyete and fynyflie the trauayles of thys troubelous worlde wherin are fo manye 
daungyours, and biynge them to that eternal] lyfe where they fhall fynde etemall fecurytye and refle. But to 
retume to the hyftorye: thefe byrdes and foules whych I fawe, were of the Ilande Qi Bermitda nere vnto the 
whych I fawe thefe flyinge fyfflies. For they coulde bee of no other lande, forafmuche as they are not 
accufloraed to wander farre frome the coaftes where they are bredde. 



C Of th\e\increafe and decreafe, {that is) ryfynge andfaullynge of our 
Ocean fea and Southe fea caulled the fea (?/Sur. 




Wyll nowe fpeake of certeayne thynges whiche are feene in the Prouynce, or at the leafle in 
the citie of golden Caft.yle otherwyfe cauled Beragua, and in the coafles of the North fea 
and of the South fea caulled the fea of Sur. Not omittyng to note one fynguler and mer- 
uelous thynge which 1 haue confydeted of the Ocean fea, wherof hytherto no cofmographer, 
pylote or maryner or any other haue (atiffyed me. 

I fay therfore as it is well knowen to your maieftye and all fuch as haue knowlege of 
the Ocean fea, that this greate Ocean cafleth from it felfe the fea Mediterraneum by the 
mouthe of the Urayght of Gibilterra: in the which the water from th[e]end and furthefVe parte of that fea, euen 
vnto the mouth of the fayde (Iraight, eyther in the Eaft towarde the coalle commonlye cauled Leuante, or in 
any other parte of the layde fea Mediterraiuum, the fea doothe not fo faule nor increafe as reafon wolde iudge 
for fo greate a fea. But increfethe verye lyttle and a fmaule fpace. Neuertheleffe, withoute the mouthe of 
the (Iraight in the majne Ocean it ncreafeth and fauleth verye muche and a great fpace of grounde from fyxe 
houres to fyxe houres as m all the coaftes of Spayne, Britannye, Flanders, Gennanye, and England. The 
felfe fame Ocean fea in the fyrme knde newly founde, in the coades of the fame lyynge towarde the Northe, 
dothe neyther ryfe nor faule nor lykemfe in the Ilandes of Hifpaiiiola and Cuba and all the other Ilandes of 
the fame fea lyinge towarde the northe, for the fpace of thre thoufande leaques, but onelye in lyke raaner as 
doothe the fea Mediterranaim in Italye: whiche is in maner nothynge in refpecte to that increafe and decreafe 
whiche the fayde Oce'm hath in the coalles of Spayne and Flaunders. But this is yet a greater thynge, that 
alfo the felfe fame Ocein in the coalles of the fayde fyrme lande lyinge towarde the Southe in the citie of 
Panama, and alfo in the coafle of that lande whiche lyethe towarde the Eaile and Wefte frome that citie, as in 
the Ilande of pearles or Margaritea whiche the Indians caule Tarrarequi, and alfo in Taboga and Oioque, and 
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in all other Ilandes of the fouthe fea of Sttr, the water ryfeth and fauleth fo much, that when it fauleth it 
go[e]th in maner owt of fyghte, which thynge I my felfe haue feene oftentymes. 

And here youre maieflie may note an other thynge, that from the northe fea to the fouthe fea beynge of 
fuche dyfference the one from the other in ryfynge and faulyiige, yet is the lande that deuydeth theym not 
pade eyghteene or twentye leaques in breadthe frome coade to coafle. So that bothe the fayde feas beynge 
all one Ocean this ftraunge effecte is a thynge worthy grciitcly to bee confidered of al fuche as haue inclination 
and defyre to knowe the fecreate woorkes of nature wherin the infinite powre and wyfedome of god is feene to 
bee fuch as may allure all g"od nature^ ti reuerenc" nid loue fo diuine a maieflie. And wheras by the 

f hereof, I content my felfe to knowe a 



demon drat 

beleue that h h h h h m 
to the reaf f m n p 

greater vnd 1 ndy g (h 11 f 

matter in q ft n a j f 



dhflg Ihkwh I many other whiche he hath not granted 

hd llff fbf ■>s myne is. They therefore that are of 

arhl fh ffth nlf me, forafmuch as I haue onely put the 

hi fnh[]pnnofh thynge. 



C Of the Jlrayght or narowe paffage of the lande lyinge betwene the North 

mid South fea, by the whiche fPyces may much fooner and eaflyer 

be brought from the Ilandes of Molucca into Spayne by 

the Weft Ocean then by that way wherby the 

Portugales fayle into Eafi India. 




T hath byn an opinion amonge the Cofinographers and Pylottes of late tyme, and other which 
haue had practife in thynges touchynge the fea, that there (hulde bee a Urayght of water 
paifynge from the North fea of the firrae, into the South fea of Sur, whiche neuertheleffe 
hath not byn feene nor founde to this daye. And fuerlye yf there be any fuche ilrayght, 
we that inhabite thofe partes do thynke the fame fliulde bee rather of lande then of water. 
For the fynne lande in fura partes therof is fo (Irayght and narrowe that the Indyans faye 
that frome the mountaynes of the prouynce of Efquegua or Vrraca, (whych are betwene the 
one fea and the other) If a man aifend to the toppe of the mountaynes and looke towarde the Northe, he maye 
fee the water of the North fea of the Prouynce of Beragua. And ageyne lookynge the contrarye waye, may on 
the other fyde towarde the Southe, fee tlie fea of Sur and the prouynces whyche confyne with it, as doo the 
territoryes of the twoo Lordes or kynges of the fayde prouinces of Vrraca and Efquegua. And I beleue that if 
it bee as the Indyans faye, of al that is hetherto knowen, this is the narrowed drayght of the fyrme lande, whiche 
fume affyrme to bee full of rough mountaynes. Yet doo I not take it for a better waye, or fo fliorte as is that 
whyche is made from the porte cauled Nomen dei (whiche is in the Northe fea) \ nto the newe citye of Panama 
beynge in the coade and on the banke of the fea of Sur. Whiche waje is hkewyfe very rough ful of thicke 
wods, mountaines, ryuers, valleys, and verye diffyculte to paffe through, and can not bee doone withowt greate 
iaboure and trauayle. Sum meafure this waye in this part, to bee from fea to fea, xviu. leaques, whych I fup- 
pofe to bee rather, xx. not for that it is any more by meafure, but bicaule it is rough and dyffyculte as I haue 
fayde, and as I haue founde it by experyence hauynge nowe tw>fe palled that way by foote : countyng from the 
porte and vyllage of Nomen Da vnto the dominion of the Cauqiu ol luana^a othernyfe cauled Capira. viii. 
leaques : And frome thenfe to the ryuer of Chagre, other, viii. leaques So that at tnis r)uer beinge. xvi. leaques 
from the Jayde porte, endeth the roughneffe of the way. Then from henfe to the maruelous brydge are two 
leaques : And beyonde that, other twoo vnto the port of Panama : So that all togyther in my iudgmente, make 
XX. leaques. And if therfore this nauigation may bee founde in the South fea for the trade of fpices {as we trud 
in God) to bee brought from thenfe to the fayde porte of Panama (as is poflible enough) they may afterwarde 
eafly paile to the Northe fea notwithftandynge the difficultie of the waye of the. xx. leaques aforefayde. Whiche 
thynge I affimie as a man well trauayled in thefe regions, hauynge twyfe on ray feate paffed ouer this drayght 
in the yeare. rsai. as I haue iayde. It is furthermore to bee vnderdode, that it is a maruelous facilitie to bryng 
fpices by this way which I wil now declare. From Panaina to the lyuer of Chagr?., are foure leaques of good 
and fayre way by the which cartes may paffe at pleafure by reafon that the mountaynes are but fewe and lyttle, 
and that the greatede parte of thefe foure leaques is a playne grounde voyde of trees. And wlien the cartes are 
coomme to the fayde ryuer, the fpices may be caryed in barkes and pinnefies. For this ryuer entereth into the 
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North fea fyue or, vi leaques lower then the port q{ Nomm dd, and emptieth it felfe in the fea nere vnto an 
Ilande cauled Bajlimenio, where is a very good and fafe port. Yowr maieftie may now therfore coofyder howe 
great a thjnige and what commoditie it may bee to conuey fpices this way, forafmuch as the ryuer of Chagre 
hauyng his original! only two leaques from the South fea, contineweth his courfe and emptieth it felfe into the 
other North fea. This ryuer runneth fafi. and is very greate, and fo commodious for this purpofe as may be 
thowght or defyred. The marueilous bridge made by the worke of nature, being two leaques beyonde the fayd 
ryuer, and other twoo leaques on this fyde the porte of Panama, fo lyinge in the mydde way betwene them 
both, is framed naturally in fuch fort that none which paffe by this viage fee any fuch bridge or thynke that 
there is any fuch buyldyng in that place vntyll they bee in the toppe therof in the way toward Panama. But as 
foone as they are on the brydge, lookynge towarde the ryght hande, they fee a lyttle ryuer vnder them 
which hath his dianell diiUnte from the feete of them that walke oner it, the fpace of twoo fpeares length or 
more. The water of this ryuer is very flialowe, not paflyng the depth of a mans legge to the knee : and is in 
breadth betwene thyrtie and fortie pafes : and faulethe into tlie ryuer of Chagre. Towarde the ryght hand 
llandyng on this brydge, there is nothyng feene but great trees. The largeneffe of the brydge, conteyneth. xv, 
pafes : and the length thereof about threefcore or fourefcore pafes. The arche is fo made of mode harde flone, 
■that no man can beholde it without admiration, beingo made by the hyghe and omnipotent creatour of all 
thynges. But to retume to fpeake fumwhat more of the conueying of fpices, I fay that when it flial pleafe 
alinyghty god that this nauigation aforefayde Ihal bee founde by the good fortune of yowre maieftie, and that 
the fpices of the Ilandes of the South fea (which may alfo bee otlierwyfe cauled the Ocean of the Eaft India 
in the whiche are the Ilandes of Molucca) fhalbe browght to the fayd coalle and the porte of Panama, and bee 
conueyed from thenfe (as we haue fayde) by the firme lande with cartes vnto the lyuer of Chagre, and from 
thenfe into this owr other fea of the North, from whenfe they may aftenvard bee browght into Spayne, I fay 
that by this meanes the vyage Ihall bee (hortened more then feuen thoufande leaques, with muche lelTe 
daunger then is by the viage nowe vfed by the way of Commendator of Ayfa capitayne vnder yowre maieflie, 
who this prefent yeare attempted a vyage to the place of the fayde fpyces. And not only the way is thus 
much Ihortened, but alfo a thyrde parte of the tyme is abbreuiate. To conclude therfore, if any had hetherto 
attempted this vyage by the fea of Sur, to feeke the Ilandes of fpyces, I am of firme opinion that they Ihuld 
haue byn founde longe fence, as doubteleffe they maye bee by the reafons of Cofmographie. 



The lUndes of 



C Howe thynges that are of one kynde, dyffer in forme and 
dynge to the nature of the place where they a. 

growe. And of the beaftes cauled Tygers. 




i|N the firme iande are fownde many terrj'ble beaftes which fum thinke to be Tigers. Which 
thynge neuertheleffe, I dare not affirme, confyderynge what auctoures doo wryte of the 
lyghtnes and agilitie of the Tyger, whereas this beail beynge other wyfe in fhape very like 
vnto a Tyger, is notwithftan dynge very Howe. Yet trewe it is, that accordynge to the 
maruayles of the worlde and differences which natural! thynges haue in dyuers regions 
vnder heauen and dyuers conftellations of the fame vnder the whiche they are created, wee 
fee that fum fuclie plantes and herbes as are liurtfuU in one countrey, are harmeleife and 
holfome in other regions. And byrdes which in one prouince are of good tafte, are in other fo vnfauery that 
they may not bee eaten. Men likewyfe which in fum countreys are blacke, are in other places whyte : and yet 
are both thefe and they men. 

Euen fo may it bee that Tygers are lyght in fum region as they wryte, and maye neuertheleffe bee flowe 
and heauy in thefe Indies of yowr maieflie wherof we fpeake. The (heepe of Arabie drawe theyr tayles longe 
and bi^e on the ground, and the bulles of Egypt haue theyr heare growynge towarde theyr headdes : yet are 
thofe (heepe and thefe bulles. Men in fum countreys are hardy and of good courage, and in other naturally 
fearefuU and brutyflie. All thefe thynges and many more which may bee fayde to this purpofe, are eafy to bee 
proued and woorthy to bee beleued of fuche as haue redde of the lyke in autours or trauayled the woride, 
whereby theyr owne fyght may teache theym th[e] experience of thefe thynges wherof I fpeake. It is alfo 
manifell, that lucca wherof they make theyr breade in the Ilande of Mifpaniola, is deadely poyfon yf it tiee 
eaten greene with the iufe : And yet hathe it no fuche propertie in the firme land where I haue eaten it many 
times and foind it to bee a good frute. The bats of Spayne although they bite, y«t are they not venemous. 
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The straighles of 
GitHlLerra. 



But in the firme lande many dye that are bytten of them. And in this fourme may fo many thynges bee fayde 
that tyme (hall not fuffice to wryte, wheras my intent is only to proue that this beaft may be a Tiger or of the 
kind of Tigers although it be not of fuch lyghtneffe and fmftnes as are they wherof Plinie and other autours 
fpeake, difcrybynge it to bee one of the fwyftefte beailes of the lande, and that the ryuer of Tigris for the fwift 
courfe therof was cauled by that name. The firft Spaniardes which fawe this Tyger in the firme lande, dyd 
fo name it. Of the kynde of thefe was that which Don Diego Columbo the Admirall fent yowre maieflie owte 
of newe Spayne to Toledo. Theyr heades are lyke to the heades of Lyons or LioneiTes, but greater. The 
re[l« of all theyr boddies and theyr legges, are full of blacke fpottes one nere vnto an other and diuided with a 
circumference or frynge of dd 1 il winge as it were a fayre woorke and correfpondent picture. Abowt 
theyr croopes or hynder pa t th y h thefe fpots byggefl: and leffe and leffe towarde theyr bellies, legges, 
and headdes. That which b ht t Toledo, was younge and but lyttle, and by my eflimation, of th[e]age 
of three yeares. But in the ti m 1 d th re are many founde of greater quantitie. For I haue feene fum of 
three fpannes in heygjit, and m th fyue in length. They are beailes of greate force, with llronge legges, 
and well armed with nayles d f g 1 h we caule dogge teeth. They are fo fierce that in my iudgement 
no reall lyon of the byggeft ft f 11 onge or fierce. Of thefe, there are many founde in the firme land 
whiche deuour many of the I d 11 much hurte otherwyfe. But fyns the comming of the Chriitians, 

many haue byn kyld with CrofTebowes after this maner. As foone as the archer hath knowlege of the haunt of 
any of thefe Tygers, he goeth fearchynge theyr trafe with his croffebowe and with a lyttle hounde or bewgle and 
not with a greehounde, bycaufe this beaft wolde foone kyll any dogge that wolde venter on hym. Wlien tlie 
hounde hath founde the Tyger, he runneth about hym bayinge continually, and approcheth fo neare hym fnappynge 
and grynnynge with fo quicke flyinge and retumyng, that he hereby fo molefteth this fierce beafte that he 
dryuethe hym to take the next tree, at the foote whereof he remayneth ftyl baying and the Tyger grynnyng and 
fliewyng his teeth, whyle in the meane tyme the archer commeth neare, and. xii. or. xiiii. pafes of, ftryketh hym 
with the querel of his croffebowe in tJie breile, and flyeth incontinent, leauyngo the Tyger in his trauaylc for 
lyfe and death, bytynge the tree and eatynge earth for fierceneffe. Then within the fpace of twoo or three houres 
or the day folowynge, the archer retumeth thyther, and with his dogge fyndeth the place where he lyethe deade. 

In the yeare. 1522. I with the other rulers and magiilrates of the citie of 5(i?;if7aJ/am,i^«ft?;ra 'laDarieiia^ 
toke order in o\vt counfayle, A rewarde of foure or fyue pieces of golde to bee giuen to euery man that kylde 
any of thefe Tygers: by reafon wherof many were kylde in (horte fpace both with croflebowes and alfo with 
dyuers fnares and ingens. But to conclude, I ivyll not obftynately ftand in opinyon whether thefe beailes bee 
Tygers or Panthers, or of the number of any other fuch beailes of fpotted heare, or alfo peraduenture fum other 
newe beafte vnknowen to the owlde wryters as were many other wherof I haue fpoken in this booke. Of which 
thynge, I doo not greately meruayle. For aCiiuche as vnto owre tyme thys greate parte of the worlde was 
vnknowen to the antiqnitie: In fo muche that none of the wryters of that age, nor yet Ptolomie in his 
Cofmographie, or any other fence hym, haue made any mention herof, vntill the fyrll Admyrall Don 
Chryflopher Colonus difcouered the fame. A thynge douteleffe without comparj-fon muche greater then that 
whyche is layd of Hercules, that he fyrfte gaue th[e]enterance of the fea Mediterraneum into the Ocean, whiche 
the Grekes coulde neuer doo before hym. And herof ryfethe the fable that the mountaynes of Caipe and Abila 
(which are direcdy one agaynft an other in the ftrayght of Gibilterra, the one beyng in Spayne and the other in 
Afiryke) were ioyned togither before they were opened by Hercules, who erected thofe hys pyllers whiche your 
maieftye gyue in token of prehcmynence and lyke enterpryfes with lykewyfe thefe hys wordes PLvs vltra: 
wordes douteleffe worthy for fo greate an[d] vnyuerfall an Emperoure, and not conuenyent for any other Prynce. 
Forafmuche as your holy Catholyke Maieftye haue fpredde them in fo ilraunge and remote regyons, fo manye 
thoufande leaques further then euer dyd Hercules. And certeynlye fyr, If there had byn an Image of goldc 
made in the prayfe and fame of Colonus, He had as well deferued it as any of thofe men to whom for theyr 
noble enterpryfe the antiquytie gaue deuyne honoure, if he had byn in their tyme. But to returne to the matter 
whereof I began to fpeake ; I neede lay no more of the forme of thys beafte, for as muche as your Maieftye haue 
feene that whych is yet alyue in ToUedo. And fuerly the keper of your Maiefties lyons, who hath taken vppon 
hym the chaise to tame this beafte, myght better haue beflowed his paynes in an other thynge that myght haue 
bynne more profitable for the fafcgarde of his lyfe bycaufe this Tyger beinge yet but younge, wy! dayly bee 
ilronger and fiercer and increafe in malice. The Indians (and efpecialjy they of the firme lande in the prouince 
whiche the Catholyke Kynge Don Ferdinando commaunded to bee cauled golden Caftyle) caule this beafte 
Ochi. This thinge is ftraunge that chaunced of late: that wheras the Tiger wherof we haue made mention 
before, wolde haue kylde his keeper that then kept hym in a cage, was in fewe dayes after made fo tame that 
he ledde her tyed only with a fmaule corde and playde with her fo farailyarly that I maruayled greatly to fee it, yet 
not without certeyne belefe that tliis frendihyp wyll not lafte longewithout daunger of lyfe to the keeper, forafmucli 
as fuerly thefe beailes are not meete to bee amonge men for theyr fiercenes andcruell nature that can not bee lamed. 
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Of the maners and cuflomes of the Indians of the firme lande, 
and of theyr women. 




piHe maners and cudomes of thefe Indians, are dyuers in diuers prouinces. Sum of them take 
as many wyues as them lyfte, and other lyue with one wyfe whome they forfake not without 
confent of both parties, which chauncethe efpecially when they haue no chyldren. The 
nobihtie afwel men as women, repute it infamous to ioyne with any of bafe parentage or 
ftrangers, except Chriflians, whom they count noble men by reafon of theyr valientnes, 
although they put a difference betwene the common forte and the other to whom they 
Ihewe obedience, countynge it for a great matter and an honorable ihyng yf they bee 
beloued of any of them. In fo much that yf they knowe any Chrillian man carnally, they keepe theyr fayth 
to hym, fo that he bee not longe abfent farre from them. For theyr intent is not to bee widowes or to lyue 
chad lyke religious women. Many of thejin haue this cuftome, that when they perceaue that they are with 
chylde, they take an herbe wherwith they deflroy that is conceaued. For they fay that only wel aged women 
fhulde beare chyldren, and that they wyl not forbeare theyr pleafures and defoime theyr boddies with bearynge 
of chyldren, wherby theyr teates becoome loofe and hangynge which thynge they greatly difprayfe. When 
they are delyuered of theyr chyldren they go to the ryuer and waflie them. Whiche doone, theyr bludde and 
purgation ceafeth immediatly. And when after this they haue a few days ablleyned from the company of men, 
they becomme fo flrayght as they fay which haue had camall familiaritie with them, that fuch as vfe them, can 
not without much ditficultie iatifiie theyr appetite. They alfo whiche neuer had chyldren, are euer as vyrgins. 
In fum partes they weare certeyne lyttle apernes rounds about them before and behynde as lowe as to theyr 
knees and hammes, wherwith they couer theyr priuie partes, and are naked all theyr boddie byfyde. The 
principal men beare theyr priuities in a holowe pype of golde; but the common forte haue theym inclofed in 
the fhelles of certeyne great welkes, and are byfyde vtterly naked. For they thynke it no more (hame to haue 
theyr coddes feene then any other parte of theyr boddies. And in many prouinces bothe the men and women 
go vtterly naked without any fuch couerture at al. In the prouince of Cueua they caul a man Chuy, and a 
woman Ira : which name is not greately difagreeable to many both of theyr women and of owres. 

Thefe Indians gyue great honour and reuerence to theyr Cacique (that is) theyr kynges and rulers. The 
principall Cacique, hath twelue of his mod Uronge Indians appoynted to beare hym when he remoueth to any 
place, or gothe abrod for his pleafure. Two of them cary hym fyttyng vppon a longe piece of woodde which 
is naturally as lyght as they can fynd The other tenne folowe nexte vnto hym as foote men. They keepe 
continually a trottynge pafe with hym on theyr fhulders. When the twoo that cary hym are wery, other twoo 
coomme in theyr places without any diilurbance or (ley. And thus if the way bee playne, they cary hym in 
this maner for the fpace of. xv. or. xx. leaques in one day. The Indians that are affigned to this office, are 
for the molle parte Qaues or Nahoriti, that is, fuch as are bounde to continuall feruice. 

I haue alfo noted that when the Indians perceaue them felues to bee troubled with to much bludde, they 
lette theym felues blud in the calfes of theyr legges and brawnes of theyr armes. This doo they with a very 
(harpe flone, and fumtymes with the fmaule toothe of a vyper, or with a fliarpe reede or thome. 

All the Indians are commonly without beardes: In fo much that it is in maner a maiuayle to fee any of 
them eytlier men or women to haue any downe or heare on theyr faces or other partes of theyr boddies. 
Albeit, I fawe the Cacique of the prouince of Catarapa who had heare on his face and Other partes of his 
boddie, as had alfo his wyfe in fuche places as women are accudomed to haue. This Cacique had a great part 
of his body paynted with a blacke colour which neuer fadeth: And is much lyke vnto that wherwith the Mores 
paynt them felues in Earberie in token of nobilitie. But the Moores are paynted fpecially on theyr vyfage and 
throte and certeyne other partes. Likewyfe the principall Indians vfe thefe payntynges on theyr armes and 
breftes, but not on theyr vyfages, bycaufe amonge them the flaues are fo marked. When the Indians of certeyne 
prouinces go to the battayle (efpecially the Caniball archers) they cary certeyne ihelles of greate welkes of the fea 
which they blowe and make therwith great founde muche lyke the noyfe of homes. They carye alfo certeyne 
tymbrels which they vfe in the fleade of dnimmes. Alfo very fayre plumes of fethers, and certeyne armure of 
golde : efpecially great and rounde pieces on theyr brefles, and fplintes on there armes. Lykewyfe other pieces 
whiche they put on theyr heades and other partes of theyr bodyes. For they efleeme nothynge fo much as to 
appeare gaknte in the war[re]s, and to go in mod coomely order that they can deuyfe, glyderynge with precious 
dones, iewelles, golde, and fethers. Of the leade of thefe welkes or perewincles, they make certeyne lyttle 
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beades of diuers fortes and colours. They make alfo little bralifelets whiche they mengle with gaudies of golde. 
Thefe they rowle about there armes frorae the elbowe to the wTetle of the hande. The lyke alfo doo tJiey on 
theyr Icgges from the knee to the foles of theyr feete in token of nobilitie. Efpecially thcyr noble women in 
dyuers prouinces are accuflomed to wcare fuch lewelles, and hauc theyr neckes in maner laden therwith. 
Thefe beades and lewels and fuch other trynkettes, they caule Caquiras. Bifyde thefe alfo, they weare certeyne 
rynges of golde at theyr eares and noflrelles which they bore ful of holes on both fides, fo that the nngcb hange 
vppon theyr lyppes. Sum of thefe Indians, are poulde and rounded. Albeit, commonly both the men and 
women take it for a decent thynge to weare longe hesre, which tlie women weare to the myddell of thejr 
fhulders and cut it tqually, efpecially aboue iheyt browes. This doo they with certeyne harde (tones which they 
keopc for the fame purpofe. The principall women when theyr teates faule or becoome loofe, bcaiL them \p 
with barres of golde of the length of a fpanne and a halfe, wel wrought, and of fuch byggeneffe that fum of thtm 
way more then two hundreth Caflilians or ducadcs of golde, Thefe barres haue holes at both th[e]endes, 
whereat they lye two fmaul cordes made of cotton at euery ende of the barres. One of thefe cordes go[e]th ouer 
the ihulder, and the otlier vnder the arme holes where they tye tog}'ther, fo that by this meanes the barre 
beareth vp theyr teates. Sum of thefe chiefe women go to the battayle with theyr hufbandes, or when they 
them felues are regentes in any prouinces, in the which they haue all thynges at commaundement and execute 
th[e]office of generall capilaynes, and caufe them felues to bee caryed on mens backes in lyke maner as doo 
the Caciques of whom I haue fpoken before. 

Thefe Indians of the firme landc are muche of the fame ftature and coloure as are they of the Ilandes, 
They are for the mod part of the colour of an olyue. If there bee any other difference, it is more in byggeneffe 
then otherwyfe. And efpecially they that are cauled Ccronati, are flronger and bygger then any other that I 
haue feene in thefe parties, except thofe of the Ilande of giantes whiche ate on the fouth fyde of the Ilande of 
Hifpaniola nere vnto the coalles of the firme lande: And lykewyfe certeyne other which they caule Yucalos 
which are on the north fyde. All which chiefely, although they bee no giantes, yet are they doubteleffe the 
byggelle of the Indyans that are knowen to this day, and commonly bygger then the Flemynges : and efpecially 
many of them afwell women as men, are of very hyghe ftature, and are all archiers bothe men and women. 
Thefe Coronafi inhabite thirtie leaques in length by thefe coaftes from the poynt of Canm to the greate ryuer 
which they caule GuadalcMbir nere vnto SanSla Maria de gratia. As I trauerfed by thofe coaftes, I fylled a 
butte of freftie water of that ryuer fyxe leaques in the fea frome the mouthe therof where it fauieth into the fea. 
They are cauled Coronati (that is crowned) bycaufe theyr heare is cutte round by theyr eares, and poulde lower 
a great compafe abowte the crowne much lyke the fryers of faynt Auguilines order. And bycaufe I haue fpoken 
of theyr maner of weaiynge the)T: heare, here commeth to my rememberaunce a thynge which I haue oftentymes 
noted in thefe Indians. And this is, that they haue the bones of the fculles of theyr heades foure tymes thycker 
and much llronger then owres. So that in commyng to hand ftrokes with them, it fhalbe requifite not to 
ftrike them on the heades with fwoordes. For fo haue many fwoordes bynne broken on theyr heades with lytlle 
hurt doone. And to haue fayde thus much of theyr cuilomes and maners, it (hal fuffice for this tyme, bycaufe 
I haue more largely intreated herof in my generall hyftorie of the Indies. Yet haue I nothcr there nor here 
fpoken much of that parte of the firme lande whiche is cauled Nona Hifpania (that is, newe Spayne wherof the 
Ilande of Iticatana is part) forafmuche as Ferdinando Cortefe hath wrytlen a large booke thereof. 

Of the houfes of thefe Indians, I haue fpoken fufticiently elswhere. Yet haue I thought good to informe 
yowr maieftie of the buyldynge and houfes which the Chriftians haue made in dyuers places in the firme lande. 
They buylde them nowe therfore with two folars or loftes, and with loopes and wyndowes to open and ihutte. 
Alfo with ftronge tymber and very fayre hordes. In fuche forte that any noble man maye wel and plealauntly 
bee lodged in fum of them. And amonge other, I my felfe caufcd one to bee builded in the citie of SanSla 
Maria Antigua in Dariena whiche cofte me more then a thoufande and fyue hundreth Caftelians : being of 
fuch fort that I may well interteyne and commodioufiy lodge any Lorde or noble man, refeniynge alfo a parte 
for my felfe and my famelie. For in this may many houfeholdes bee kepte both aboue and benethe. It hath alfo 
a fa)Te garden with many orange trees bothe fweete and fowre ; Cedets alfo, and Lemondes, of the which there 
is nowe great plentie in the houfes of the Chryftians. On one fyde of the gardeyne, there mnnetli a fayre ryuer. 
The fituation is very pleafaunte, with a good and holfome ayer, and a fayre profpecte abowte the ryuer. In fine, 
owre trufle is that in fewe yeares al thynges in thele regions (hall growe to a better ftate accordynge to the holy 
intention of yowre maieftie. 
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Of the chiefe Ilandes Hifpaniola and Cuba. 




i|He Indians which at this prefent inhabite the Ilande of Hifpaniola, are but fewe in number, 
and the Chiyflyans not fo many as they ought to bee forafmuche as many of them that were 
in this Ilande, are gonne to other Ilandes and to the fyrme lande. For beynge for the 
mode parte younge men vnmaried, and defirous dayly to fee newe thyngs wherin mans 
nature dcHteth, they were not willinge to continewe longe in on[e] place : efpecially feeing 
dailie other newe landes difcouered where they thowght theye might fooner fylle there 
purfes by beinge prefent at the firile fpoyle. Wherin neuerthelefle their hope deceaued many 
of them, and efpecially fuche as had houfes and habitations in thys Ilande. For I certeynly beleue, confyrm- 
ynge my felfe herein with the Judgement of many other, that if any one Prynce had no more figniores then only 
this Ilande, it (huld in ihorte tyme bee fuche as not to giue place eyther to Sicilie or Englande : whereas euen 
at this prefent there is nothynge wherefore it fliulde malice their profperitie not beinge inferioure to them in any 
filicite that in maner the heauens can graunte to any lande : beinge furthermore fuche as raaye inriche many 
prouinces and kyngedomes by reafon of manye riche golde mynes that are in it of the belle golde that is founde 
to this day in the worlde, and in greateil quantitie. In this Ilande, nature of her feUe bringeth furthe fuche 
aboundance of cotton that if it were wrought and mayntesmed there (huld be more and better then in any 
parte of the world. There is fo greate plentie of excellent Caffia that a greate quantitie is brought from thenfe 
into Spayne : from whenfe it is caried to dyuers partes of the worlde. It increafeth fo muche that it is a mer- 
uelous thynge to confider. In this are many ryche flioppes wher fuger is wrought : and that of fuch perfectenes 
and goodnes, and in fuche quantitie that fliippes come laden therwith yearly into Spayne. All fuche fedes, 
fettes, or plantes, as are brought out of Spayne and planted in this Ilande, becoomme muche better, bygger, and 
of greater increafe then they are in any parte of owre Europe, And if it chaunce otherwyfe that fumetymes 
they profper not fo well, the caufe is that they whiche (hulde tyU and hufband the grounde, and foweand plant 
in dewe feafons, haue no refpect hereunto, being impacient whyle the wheate and vynes waxe rype, being gyuen 
to wanderynge and other affayres of prefent gaynes (as I haue fayde) as fearchynge the gold mines, fyClhynge 
for pearles, and occupyinge marchaundies, with fiich other trades, for the greedy folowyng wherof, they neglecte 
and contempne both fowynge and plantynge. Suche frates as are brought owt of Spayne, into this Ilande, 
profper marueloufly and waxe rype all tymes of the yeare : as herbes of all fortes very good and pleafaunt to 
bee eaten. Alfo many pomegranates of the befl kynde, and oranges bothe fweete and fower. Lykewyfe many 
fayre Lymones and ceders: and a great quantitie of all fuch as are of fharpe, fowre, and bytter talle. There 
are alfo many fygge trees whiche brynge furth theyr frute all the hole yeare. Lykewyfe thofe kynd of date 
trees th^t beare dates ; and dyuers other trees and plantes which were brought owt of Spayne thyther. 

Beafles doo alfo increafe in lyke abundaunce: and efpecially the heardes of kyne are fo augmented both 
m quantitie and number, that there are nowe many patrones of cattayle that haue more then two thoufand 
headea of neate; and fum three or foure thoufande, and fum more. Byfyde thefe, there are very many that 
haue heardes of foure or fyue hundrethe. And trewth it is, that this Hand hath better paflure for fuch cattayle 
then any other countrey in the worlde: alfo holfome and cleare water and temperate ayer, by reafon whereof 
the heardes of fuch beafles are much bygger, fatter, and alfo of better talle then owres in Spayne bycaufe of 
the rinke paflure whofe moyllure is better digeiled in the herbe or gralfe by the continuall and temperate 
heate of the foonne, wherby being made more fatte and vnctuous, it is of better and more lledfaft nuryfliement. 
For continuall and temperate heate, dooth not only drawe muche moyflure owt of the earth to the nuryfliement 
of fuch thynges as growe and are engendered in that clyme, but dooth alfo by moderation preferue the fame 
from refolution and putrefaction, digellynge alfo and condenfatynge or thyckenynge the fayde moyile nurylhe- 
mente into a gummie and vnctuous fubflaunce as is feene in all fuche thinges as growe in thofe regions. And 
this is the only naturall caufe afwell that certeyne great beafles and of loi^e lyfe (as the Elephante and 
Rhinoceros with fuch other) are ei^endered only in regions nere vnto the Equinocdall, as alfo that the leaues 
of fuch trees as growe there, do not wyther or faule, vntyll they bee thrulle owt by other, accordynge to the 
verfe of the poete which fayth: Et nata pira piris, dficus in ficubus extant. That is in effecte: peares growynge 
vppon peares, and fygges vppon fygges. Plinie alfo wryteth, that fuche trees are neuer infected with the 
difeafe of trees that the Latines caule Caries, which we may caule the worme or canker, being but a certeyne 
putrifaction by reafon of a wateryfhe nurylhement not well confolidate. The fame thynge hath bynne the 
caufe that certeyne Phylofophers confiderynge afwell that man is the hotted and moyflea beaft that is (which 
is the befl complexion) as alfo that men lyue longefle in certeyne partes of India nere the Equinoctiall (where 
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yet to this daye fumme Hue to lh[e]age of a hundreth and fiftie yeares) were of opinion that yf mankynde had 
any begynnynge on the earthe, that place owght by good reafon to be vnder or not farre from the Equinoctiall 
lyne for the caufes aforefayde. Sum of the diuines alfo vppon lyke confideration haue thought it agreable that 
theyr Paradyfe fliulde bee about the lame within the precincte of thofe ryuers which are named in tlie booke of 
Genefis. But to lette paJTe tliefe thynges and to returne to the hyflorie. 

In this Ilande furthermore, are many flieepe and a great number of hogges ; of the which (as alfo of the 
kyne) manye are becoome wyld: And lykewyfe many dogges and cattes of thofe which were brought owt of 
Spayne. Thofe (and efpecially the dogges) doo much hurte amonge the cattayle by reafon of the neghgence 
of the hearde men. 

There are alfo many horfes, mares, and mules, and fuche other beafles as feme th[e]ufe of men in Spayne, 
and are much greater then they of the fyrlle brode brought thether owt of Spayne. Sum places of the Ilande 
are inhabyted, although not fo many as were requilite: Of the whiche I wyll faye no more but that all the 
regions of the Ilande are fo well fituate that in the courfe of tyme all thynges (hall coomme to greater perfection 
by reafon of the rychneffe and pleafauntneiTe of the countrey and fertilitie of the foile. 

But nowe to fpeake fumwhat of the principall and chiefe place of the Ilande, which is the citie 01 San 
Dommico\ I faye that as touchynge the buildynges, there is no citie in Spaine fo muche for fo muche (no not 
Barfalona whiche I haue oftentymes feene) that is to bee preferred before this generallye. For the houfes of 
San Domenico, are for the mofte parte of flone as are they of Barfalona: or of fo flronge and well wrought 
earth that it maketh a fmguler and flronge byndyng. The htuation is muche better then that of Barfalona by 
reafon that the flreates are much larger and playner, and without comparyfon more directe and flreyght furth. 
For beinge buyldcd nowe in owr tyme, byfyde the commoditie of the place of the foundation, the flreates were 
alfo directed with corde, compafe and meafure, wherin it excelleth al the cities that I haue fene. It hath the 
fea fo nere, that of one fyde there is no more fpace betwen the fea and the citie then the waules. And this is 
about fyftie pafes where it is furthefl of. On this fyde, the waters of the fea beate vppon the naturall (tones 
and fayre coafle. On the other parte, harde by the fyde and at the foote of the houfes, paffeth the ryuer Ozama 
whiche is a marueylous porte wherin laden fhyppes ryfe very nere to the lande and in maner vnder the houfe 
wyndowes, and no further from the mouth of the ryuer where it entcrcth into the fea, then is frome the foote of 
the hyll oiMonyuye to the monaflery of faynt Frances or to the lodge of Barfalona. In the rayddefl of this 
fpace in the citie, is the fortreffe and caftle, vnder the which and twentie pafes didant from the fame, palTe the 
Ihippes to aryfe fumwhat further in the fame ryuer. From the enteraunce of the fhyppes vntyll they cad anker, 
they fayle no further from the houfes of the citie then thyrtie or fortie pafes, bicaufe of this fyde of the citie the 
habitacion is nere to the ryuer. The port or hauen alfo, is fo fayre and commodious to defraight or vnlade 
fhyppes, as the lyke is founde but in fewe places of the worlde. The chymineis that are in this citie, are abowt 
fyxe hundreth in number, and fuch houfes as I haue fpokcn of before: Of the which fum are fo fayre and large 
that they maye well receaue and lodge any lorde or noble manne of Spayne with his trayne and faraelie. And 
efpecially that which Don Diego Colon viceroy vnder your maieflie hath in this citie, is fuche that I knowe no 
roan in Spayne that hath the lyke by a quarter in goodneffe confyderynge all the commodities of the fame. 
Lykewyfe the fituation thereof, as beinge aboue the fayde porte and altogyther of flone and hauynge many faire 
and large roomes with as goodly a profpect of the lande and fea as may be deuyfed, feemeth vnto me fo 
magnificall and princelyke tliat yowr maiedie maye bee as well lodged therin as in any of the moode esquifite 
builded houfes of Spayne. There is alfo a Cathedrall churche buykled of late where afwell the byfhop 
accordyng to his dignitie, as alfo the canones are wel indued. This church is wel buylded of done and lyme, 
and of good woorkemanfhyppe. There are furthermore three monaderies bearyng the name of faynt Dominike, 
faynt Frances, and faynt Marie of Mercedes; The whiche are all well buylded althoughe not fo curiouflye as 
they of Spayne. But fpeakynge without preiudice of any other religious monaflerie, yowre maiedie may bee 
well alTured that in thefe three monaderies, god is as well ferued as in any other religious houfe with men of 
holy lyuynge and vertuous exemple. There is alfo a very good hofpitall for the ayde and fuccour of pore people, 
whiche was founde by Michaell Palfament threafurer to yowr maiedie. To conclude, this citie from day to day 
increafeth in welth and good order, afwel for that the fayde Admyrall and viceroy with the lorde Cliaunceloure 
and counfayle appoynted there by yowr maiedie, haue theyr continuall abydynge here, as alfo that the rychefl 
men of the Ilande refort hyther for theyr mode commodious habitation and trade of fuch marchaundies as are 
eyther brought owt of Spayne or fent thyther from this Hand which nowe fo abundeth in many thynges that it 
ferueth Spayne with many commodities, as it were with vfury requityng fuch benefites as it fyrd receaued from 
thenfe. 

The people of this Ilande are commonlye of fumewhat leffe dature then are the Spanyardes, and of a 
(hynynge or cleare browne coloure. They haue wyues of theyr owne, and abdeyne from theyr dowghters, 
fyders, and mothers. They haue large forheades, longe blacke heare, and no beardes or heare in any other 
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parts of theyr bodies afwel men as women, excepte very fewe as perhaps fcarfely one amonge a thoufand. 
They go as naked as they were borne, excepte that on the partes which may not with honeftie bee feene, tliey 
weare a certeyne lea/e as brode as a nians hande, which neuertheleffe is not kepte clofe with fuche diligence but 
that fumtymes a man may fee that they thynke fuffidently hydde. 

In this Hand are certeyne glo woormes that fhyne in the nyght as doo owres. But are muche bygger and 
gyue a greater lyght; In fo much that when the men of the Hande goo any iomeys in the nyght, they beare 
furame of thefe woormes made faft abowt theyr fiete and beade, in fuche forte that he that fhulde fee them a farre 
and ignorant of the thinge, wolde bee greatly aflonyflied therat. By the lyght of thefe alfo, the women woorke 
in theyr houfes in the night. Thefe woormes they caule Cimas. Theyr lyght lafleth for the fpace of three 
dayes, and diminiflheth as they begynne to drye vp. 

There is alfo a kynd of crowes whof'i breath llynketh in the momyn^e and is fweete at after noone. The 
excremente which they auoyde, is a lyuynge worme. 

As touchynge other thynges of this Hande whereof Peter Martyr hath more largely 
intreated in his Decades, I haue thought it fuperfluous to repeate the fame ageyne owte 
of this hyftorie of Gomalus Ferdinandus : but haue here gathered only fuche thynges as 
eyther are not touched of Peter Martyr or not fo largely declared : as I haue doone the 
lyke in all other notable thynges which I haue collected owt of this Summarle of Gonzahts. 



C Of the Hande of Cuba and other. 

i" the Hande of Cuba and the other, as the Ilandes of SatH I }anms and Iimiica, the fame 
maye be fayde in maner in all thyn°es ^ before of Hfpanuli ilthou},h njt fo largely. 
Yet in leffe quantitie doo they brynge f orth the lyke thynges as gild copper, cattayle, 
trees, plantes, fyflhes, and fuch other of the wh ch wee ha le fpoken there 

In Cuba, is a certeyne kynde of Partjches bemge verye httle with theyr fethers much 
of the colour of turtle dooues : but are of muche better tafte to bee eaten They are taken 
in great number. And beinge brought wylde mto the houfes they btcojme as tame within 
the fpace of three or foure dayes as though they had byn hatched there They becoomme exceidynge fatte in 
ihort fpace, and are doubteleffe the mofl delicate and pleaftunt meate that euer I haue eaten. But to let 
paffe many other thynges that myght here bee fayde, and to fpeake of two maruelous thjnges which are in this 
Hand of Cuba; wherof the one is, that a valley conteynynj^e twoo or three leaques in lenL,th betwene two 
mountaynes, is full of a kynde of very harde ilones of fuche perfecte ro indeneffe and lyke vnto pellettes of 
gunnes that no arte can make better or more exactly polyllhed Of thefe fum are as fmaule is pellettes for 
handegunnes: and other fo increafynge bygger and by^er from that quantitie that they may feme for all fortes 
of artyllerie althoughe they bee of byggeneffe to receaue one or two or more quintales of pouder euery quintale 
conteynynge one hundreth weyght: or of what other quantitie fo euer the) bee Thefe pelletes are founde 
through owte al the valley within the earth as in a myne whn,h they di^e and take owte fuch as they 
neede of all fortes. 

The other marueylous thinge of this Hand is this That farre from the fea, there iflheweth owt of a 
mountayne a certeyne lycour much lyke the cley of Babilon cauled Bitunen or lyke vnto pytche in great 
quantitie and fuch as is very commodious for the calkyn^e of (hyj pes This fauleth contm lally trom the rocke 
and runneth into the fea in fuche abundaunce that it is feene flotynge aboue the water on euery fide of tlie fea 
there abowt as it is dryuen frome place to place by the wyn Je or courfe of the water 

Quintus Curfius wryteth in his hyftorie, that great Ale\an ler came to the c tie of Mem where is a great 
caue or denne in the which is a fprynge or fountayne that coitinually auoydethe a great quantitie of Bitumen 
in fuch fort that it is an eafy thing to beleue that the (tones ot the malies of Babilon myght bee layde therwith 
accordynge as the fayde auctoure wryteth. I haue feene this myne ol Bitutien not only in the Hand of Cuba, 
but alfo fucJ! an other in newe Spayne, which was founi of late in the prou nee of Pa mco where it is much 
better then Ihe other of Cuba, as I haue feene by expcnence in calkynge of flijppes. 
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C Of the latide ^Bacoaleos catiled Terra Baccalearum,y^/?/a/e on the 
North fyde of the firnie lande. 

BHortly after that yoi\T Maieflie came to the citie of Toledo, there arryued in the moneth of 
Kouember, Steuen Gomes the pylot who the yeare before of 1524. by the commaundemcnt 
of yowre maiellie fayled to the Northe partes and founde a greate parte of lande continuate 
from that which is cauled Baccakos difcourfynge towarde the Weft, to the. xj. and. xli. degree, 
from whenfe he brought certeyne Indians {for fo caule wee all the nations of the new founde 
landes) of the whiche he brought fum with hym from thcnfe who are yet in Toledo at this 
prefent, and of greater ftature then other of the firme lande as they are commonlye. Theyv 
colour is mucli lyke th[e]other of the fimie lande. They are great archers, and go couered with the fkinnes of 
dyuers beaftes both wylde and tame. In this knde are many excellent furres, as marterns, fables, and fuch 
other rych furres of the which the fayde pilote brought fumme with hym into Spayne. They haue fyluer and 
copper, and certeyne other metalles. They are Idolaters and honoure the foonne and moone, and are feduced 
with fuche fuperftitions and errours as are they of the firme. 

And to haue wrytten thus muche, it maye fuffice of fuche thinges as haue femed 
to me moll woorthy to be noted in the Summarie of Gonzalus Ferdinandus wrytten to 
Th[e]emperours maieftie 
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[The Third English book on America, 

Which is also 

The First English Collection of Voyages, Traffics, & Discoveries. 

Cfte Btcntft^ ot tiic nei»e i»orl»p or toe^t ffinOta, tic, 

SECTION III. 



Antonio Pigafetta. 



7/6e jfirst Circumnavigation of the Globe, by Fernam de 
Magalhaenss Expedition, in 1515-22. 
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€[ OF OTHER NOTABLE THYNGES 

GATHERED OWTE OF DYUERS AUTOURS: 

AND FYRSTE OF THE VNIVERSAL CARDE AND NEWE WORLDE. 

He Iiole globe or compafe of the earth was dyuyded 

r- i/T5^^y'^SS^^^"""r^ by the auncient wryters into three partes, as Europa, 
..^X^^^^SS^i^^^^ .r J Affrica, and Afia : whiche partes conteyne in longi- 
tude. 1 80. degrees, begynnynge the fyrft degree at the 
IlandesofCanarie. And conteyne in latitude towarde 
the North. 63. degrees, begynnynge the fyrfte 
degree frome the Equinoctiall : And. 10. degrees 
towarde the South. All the refte of the longitude 
which conteyneth other. 180. degrees, is difcouered 
of late tyme, as the Weft India cauled the newe 
worlde, bycaufe none of the owMe autoures had any 
knowelege or made any mention therof. All that 
tlierfore is cauled newe which is Weftwarde from the Ilandes of Canarie. And thus 
accomptynge thefe. 180. degrees towarde the Eaft difcouered in owlde tyme, with 
the other. 180. degrees difcouered of late dayes, they make, 360. degrees, which is al 
the circle of the Equinoctiall in the fphere. Alfo the part aboue the. 63. degrees 
of the North latitude, was founde by men of late tyme, as Norway and Gnidande 
with many other prouinces. Lykewife the part more fouth then. 10. degrees of latitude, 
was difcouered of late dayes, althoughe Ariane and Plinie fay that it was knowen in 
owlde tyme : whiche yf it were, yet had they no fuche particular defcription thereof as 
we haue in thefe dayes. 
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C A DISCOVRSE OF THE VYAGE 
MADE BY THE SPANYARDES 

ROVNDE ABOWTE THE WORLDE. 

He vyage made by the Spanyardes rowndc abowt the 
worlde is one of the greateft and mofte marucylous 
thynges that hath bynne knowen to owre tyme. And 
althoughe in many thynges we excell owre aunciente 
prediceffours, in this efpeciallye wee fo farre exceade 
all theyr inuentions, that the lyke hath not heretofore 
byn knowen to this day. This viage was written par- 
ticularly by Don Peter Martyr of Angleria being one 
of the counfayle of Th[elemperours I ndies, to whom 
alfo was commytted the wrytyng of the hyflorie and 
examination of al fuche as returned from thenfe into 
Spayne to the citie of Siuile, in the yeare. M. D, xxii. 
But fendynge it to Rome to bee pryntedinthatmifcr- 
able tyme when the citie was fackcd it was lofte and not founde to this day or any memory 
remaynynge therof, fauynge fuche as fum that redde the fame haue borne in mynde. And 
amonge other notable thynges by hym wrytten as touchynge that vyage, this is one, that 
the Spanyardes hauynge fayled abowt three yeares and one moneth, and the moft of them 
notynge the dayes, day by day (as is the maner of all them that fayle by the Ocean) they 
founde when they were returned to Spayne, that they had lofte one daye: So that at 
theyr arryuall at the porte of Siuile beinge the feucnth day of September, was by theyr 
accompt but the fixth day. And where as Don Peter Martyr declared the ftrange 
effecte of this thynge to a certeyne excellente man who for his fmguler lernynge was 
greately aduaunced to honoure in his common welthe and made Th[e]emperours ambaf- 
fadoure, this woorthy gentelman who was alfo a greate Philofopher and Aftronomer, 
anfwered that It coulde not otherwyfe chaunce vnto them hauynge fayled three yeares 
continually, euer folowynge the foonne towarde the Weft. And fayde furthermore that 
they of owlde tyme obferued that all fuche as fayled behinde the foonne towarde the 
West, dyd greatly lengthen the day. And albeit that the faydc booke of Peter Martyr is 
peryffhed, yet hath not fortune permitted that the memorie of fo woorthy and marueylous 
an enterpryfe fhulde vtterly bee extincte : forafmuch as a certeyne noble gentleman of the 
cytie of Vincenza in Italie, cauled mafter Antonie Figafetta (who beinge one of the 
coompanie of that \'yage and after his returne into Spayne in the fhyppe Victoria, was 
made knyght of the Rhodes) wrote a particular and large booke therof which he gaue to 
Th[e]eniperours Maieftie, and fente a coppie of the fame into Fraunce to the lady 
Regente moother vnto the frenche kynge, who committed it to an excellent philofopher 
cauled mafter lacobus Fabcr, liauyng longe ftudyed in Italy, wyllynge him to tranflate it 
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into the Frenche toonge. This booke therefore was printed fyrfl in the frenche toonge 

and then in the Italien, with alfo an epiftle to the Cardinall of Salfepiirge as touchynge 

the fame viage, written by Maximiliane Tranfiluane fecretarie to Th[e]emperours 

Maieftie, in the yeare. 1522. And doubteleffe amonge al the cities of Itahe, the citie of 

Vicenza may herein much glorie, that befide the ancient nobilitie and many excellent 

and rare wyttes whiche it hath browght furth afwell in learnynge as dlfcipline of warre, 

it hath alfo had fo woorthy and valiaunt a gendenian as was the fayde mafter Antonie 

Pigafetta, who hauing compafed abowte the ball or globe of the worlde, hath lykewyfe 

defcribed that vyage particularly. For the whiche his fo noble and woonderfuU an 

enterprife fo happily atchiued, if the fame had byn doone in the owlde tyme when th[e]- 

empyre of the Grekes and Romans floryffhed, he fhulde doubteleffe haue byn rewarded 

with an Image of marble or golde erected in a place of honoure in perpetuall memorie 

and for a fmgular exemple of his vertue to the pofteritie. In fine, this may we boiildly Thtantir|ii;.ici 

affirme, that the antiquitie had neuer fuch knowlege of the worlde whiche the foonne 

coompafcth abowte in. xxiiii. houres, as we haue at this prefente by th[e]induftrye of 

men of this owre age. But before I fpeake any thynge of the viage, I haue thought it 

good fyrfi; to adde hereunto, the Epiftle of Maximilian Tranfiluane which he wrote to 

the Cardinall of Salfepurge as a preface to his fayde booke. 

CTHE EPISTLE OF MAXIMILIAN TRANSILVANE, 

SECRETARIE TO THE EMPEROVRS MAIESTIE: 

wrytten to the ryght honorable and reuerende lorde, 

the lorde Cardinall of Salfepurge, of the maruey- 

lous and woonderfuU nauigation made by the 

Spanyardes rounde abowt the worlde in 

the )'eare of Chrift. M. D. xix. 



N thefe dales my moft honorable and reuerend lorde, 
returned one of thofe hue fhippes which the yeare 
before Th[e]emperours beinge at Saragofa in Spayne, 
were at his maiefties commaundement fent to the 
newe worlde heretofore vnknowen vnto vs, to feeke 
the Ilandes of fpices. For albeit the Portugales 
brynge vs great quantitie of fpyces from that parte 
of Eafte India whiche in owlde tyme was cauled 
Aurea Cherfonefus (where is nowe thought to bee 
the greate and ryche citie oi Malaccha) yet in Eafte 
India growe none of thofe fpices excepte pepper. 
For other fpices, as Sinamome, clones, nutmegges, 
and mafe, (whiche is the hufliie that couereth the 
fliell of the nutte) are brought frome other farre con- 
treys and from Ilandes fcarfely knowen by theyr names. From the whiche Ilandes they 
are brought in Ihyps or barkes made withowt any iren tooles, and tyed togyther with 
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cordes of date trees: with rounde fayles lykewife made of the fmauU; twigges of the 
branches of date trees weaued togyther. Thefe barkes they caule Gmmhe: with the 
whiche barkes and fayles they make theyr vyages with onely one wynde in the ftearne 
or contrary wyfc. 

Neyther yet is it a thynge greatly to bee marueyled at that thefe Ilandes where the 
fpyces growe haue byn vnknowen fo many worldes pall vnto owre tyme, forafmuch as all 
fuch thynges as vnto this day haue byn wrytten of owld autours of the places where fpices 
growe, are all fabulous and falfe : In fo muche that the countreys where they affirme theym 
to growe, are nowe certeynely founde to bee further frome the place where they growe in 
deede, then we are from them. For lettynge paffe many other thynges that are wrytten, 
I wyll fpeake only of this which Herodotus (otherwife a famous auctour) affirmeth that 
Sinamome, is founde in the toppes of the nefles of certeyne byrdes and foules that brynge 
it frome farre countreys, and efpecially the Phenyx, the which I knowe no man that euer 
hath feenc. But PHnie who myght more certeynely affirme thynges by reafon that before 
his tyme many thynges were knowen and difcouered by the nauigations of great Alex- 
ander and other, fayth that Sinamome groweth in that parte of Ethiopc whiche the people 
inhabite caulcd TrogtodHl. Neuertheleffe it is nowe founde that Sinamome groweth very 
farre from all Ethiope and muche further frome the Trogtoditi^MK^o. dwell in caues vnder 
the grounde. But to owre men which are nowe returned from thofe partes and the Ilandes 
of fpices, hauynge alfo good knowlege of Ethiope, it was neceffarie to paffe farre beyonde 
Ethiope beefore they coome to thefe Ilandes, and to coompafTe abowte the whole worlde, 
and many tymes vnder the greatcft circumference of heauen, The which nauigation made 
by them, being the moll marueylous thynge that euer was doone by man vppon the earth 
fence the fyrft creation of the worlde, and neuer founde before, or knowen, or attempted 
by any other. I haue deliberated faythfully to wryte to yowre honorable lordfliippe and to 
declare the hole fucceffe therof. As touchynge which matter, I haue with all diligence 
made inquifition to knowe the trewth afwell by relation of the Capitayne of that fliyppe as 
alfo by conference with euery of the maryners that returned with hym. AH which, gaue 
the felf fame information both to Th[e]emperours maieftie and dyuers other : And this with 
fuch faythfulneffe and fmceritie, that not only they are iudged of all men to haue declared 
the trewth in all thynges, but haue thereby alfo gyuen vs certeyne knowlege that all that 
hath hytherto byn fayde or written of owlde autours as touchynge thefe thynges, are falfe 
and fabulous. For who wyll beleue that men are found with only one legge. Or with 
fuch fiete whofe fhadowe couereth theyr bodyes ? Or men of a cubite heyght, and other 
fuch lyke, beinge rather nionflers then men ? Of the which, neyther the Spanyardes who 
in owre tyme faylyng by the Ocean fea, haue difcouered al the coafles of the lande toward 
the Weft both vnder and aboue the Equinoctiall, nor the Portugales who compaffynge 
abowt a! Affryke haue paffed by all the Eafte and lykewyfe difcouered all thofe coaftes 
vnto the great goulfe cauled Sinus Magnus, nor yet the Spanyardes in this theyr 
lafte nauigation, in the which they compafed abowt the hole earth, dyd neuer in any 
of their vyages wryte of fuch monfters : which doubtelefle they wold not haue 
omytted if they myght haue had certeyne' knowelege therof. But nowe intendynge to 
fpeake of the whole world, I wyll not bee longe in my preface, but begynne my narration 
as foloweth. 
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^ A BRIEFE DECLARATION OF THE VYAGE 

OR NAVIGATION MADE ABOWTE THE WORLDE. 

GATHERED OWT OF A LARGE BOOKE WRYTTEN HEREOF BY 

MASTER ANTONIE PYGAFETTA VINCENTINE, KNYGHT OF THE RHODES 

and one of the coompanye of that vyage in the which, 

Ferdinando Magalianes a Portugale (whom 

fum caule Magellanus) was generall 

Capitayne of the nauie. 




IflLthowgh Sebaftian Munfter In his vnluerfall Cofmo- 
graphie in the fyftiie booke of the landes of the 
greater Afia (which I tranflated into Englyfhe 
abowte two yeares fence) hath wrytten of the vyage 
of Magellanus, declarynge therein howe the Span- 
yardes by the Weft, and the Portugales by the Eaile, 
faylyng to the Ilandes of Molucca, compafed the 
hole globe of the woride betwene them, yet haue I 
here thought it good to make a breefe repeticion 
of thys vyage, addynge hereunto dyiiers notable 
thynges which were not touched of Munfter, as I 
haue gathered them owt of the bookes of Antonie 
Pigafetta and Tranfiluanus wrytten of the fame 
vyage. For albeit in deede it was a ftraunge 
and woonderful thynge that the Spanyardes and Portugales compafed the hole 
circumference of the woride betwene them, yet is it more marueylous that the 
fame was doone with one ftiippe and one coompanie of men as dyd the Span- 
yardes in this vyage, who keepynge theyr continuall courfe by the Wefte, 
returned into Spayne by the Eafte. A thynge doubtlefle fo much more woonder- 
full and ftrange then yf they had returned from the halfe circumference by the fame way 
they went. In howe muche they were ■ ignorante in the vyage neuer attempted beefore, 
befyde the thoufande daungiours and perylles whiche they were daylye lyke to faule into, 
afwell by wanderynge in vnknowen coaftes as alfo by faulynge into the handes of the 
Portugales by whofe dominions in the Eafte, they fhulde needes palfe of neceffitie, not 
truftynge to theyr gentelneffe for the controuerfie which had byn longe betwene them 
for the Ilandes of Molucca. I wyll therefore (as I haue fayde) make a briefe rehearfall 
of thys vyage from the begynnynge to the endynge : Omyttynge neuertheleffe many 
notable thynges whiche are more largely defcribed in the bookes of Maximilianus Tran- 
Jiluanus and Antonius Pigafetta. 
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The tenthe day of AuguH, in the yeare of owre lordc M. D. xix. Ferdinando Magaliancs departed from tiie 
porte of Siuile in Spayiie with a iiauie of fyue (hyppes and two hundreth thirtie and feuen men, wel furnyflhed 
with all tliynges neceffarie. And faylynge fyrile downe by the ryiier of Guadakhiber which runneth from the 
fayde porte into the fea, they came fyrile to a place named Gmian Dulfaraz where are manye vyllages of the 
Moores ; And from thenfe arryued at a caflel of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, where is tlie porte from whiche 
they enter into the fea and to the cape faynte Vincent beinge diftant from the Equinoctiall. xxxvii. degrees, and 
frome the fayde port. x. leaques, and is from thenfe to Siuile betwene xvii. and. xx, leaques. Here they remajned 
certeyne dayes to make newe prouifion of fuch thynges as they lacked. 

Departynge from henfe the. xx. daye of September, they arryued the. xxvi. day of the fame moneth at one 
of the Ilandes Canarie cauled Tenerife, beinge. xxv. degrees aboue the Equinoctiall. In one of thefe Ilandes is 
none other water but that is continually engendered of a clowde which appeareth dayly at noone tyde as though 
it defcended from heauen and compafeth abowt a certeyne great tree from whofe branches diftilleth greate 
abundaunce of water, and faulethe in tlreames from the roote of the fame into certeine trenches and cellarnes 
made and placed to receaue it. This water ferueth fuffidently all th[e]inhabitauntes and cattayle of the Ilande. 
The lyke thynge is alfo feene in the Hand of faynt Thomas, lyinge directly vnder the Equinoctiall lyne. 

The thyrde day of October abowt mydnyght, the capytayne commaunded theyni to lyght fyrebrandes and to 
hoyfe vp theyr Jayles directynge theyr courfe towarde the South, laylynge betwene Capo Verde of Affryke and 
the Ilandes lyinge abowt the fame, beinge from the Equinoctiall. xiiii. degrees and a halfe. They fayled thus, 
manye dayes in the fyght of the coafte of Guinm, of Ethiope, where is the mountayne cauled Serra Lioiia beinge. 
viii. degrees aboue the Equinoctiall, In this coafl they had no maner of contrary wynds but a great calme antl 
fayre wether for the fpace of threefcore and tenne dayes, in the which they came vnder the Equinoctiall Ijne. 
In thys vyage they !awe many (Iraunge fyffhes and monflers of the fea befyde an other Ilraunge thynge whiche 
appeared vnto them. For there appeared in theyr fhyppes certeyne flames of fyre bumynge ver)-e cleare, which 
they caul laynt Helen and faynt Nicolas. Thefe appeared as thoughe they had byn vppon the mafl, of the 
fliyppes, in fuch clearneffe that they tooke away theyr fyght for the fpace of a quarter of an houre i by reafon 
wherof, they fo wandered owte of theyr courfe and were difparfed in funder, that they in maner difpayred to 
meete ageyne. But as God wolde, the fea and temped beinge quieted, they came fafely to theyr determyned courfe. 

And before I fpeake any further of the vyage, I haue here thought good to faye 
fumewhat of thefe ftraunge fyers, which fum ignorant follces thynl^e to bee fpirites or fuchc 
otlier phantafies wheras they are but natural tliynges proceadynge of natural caufes and 
engendered of certeyne exhalations. Of thefe therefore, the greate Phiiofopher of owre 
tyme Hieronimtis Cardanus in his feconde booke de Subtititate, wryteth in this maner. 

There are two maner of fyers engendered of exhalations wherof the one is hurtfull and the other without 
hurte. That which is hurtful, is fyer in deede, engendered of malicious and venemous vapours which in fuccelfe 
of time take fyer as apt matters to be kyndeled. The other k) nd is no trew fyer, but lyke the matter that is in 
fuch owld putrified wod as glueth the fliynynge of fyer without the fubftaunce or qualitie therof. Of the kynde 
of trewe fyer, is the fyer baule or ftarre commonly cauled laynt Helen which is fumtyme feene abowt the maftes 
of (liyppes, beinge of fuche fyery nature that it fumetyme melteth Lrafen veflelles, and is a token of drownyng, 
forafmuch as this chaunceth only in great tempeiles. For the \-\\ Dure or exhalation whereof this fyre Is 
engendered, can not bee dryuen togyther or compacte in forme of fj re, but of a grofe vapoure and by a great 
poure of wynde, and is therfote a token of imminent perell: As on the contrary parte, the lyke fyers cauled in 
owlde tyme Caftor and Pollux and nowe named the two lyghtes of faynt Peter and laynt Nycolas whiche for 
the mofl parte faule on the cables of the (hyppes, leapynge from one to an other with a certeyne flutterynge 
noyfe lyke byrdes, are a token of fecuritie and of the tempeile ouerpaffed. For they are but vapoures cleauynge 
to the cables: which in fucceffe of tyme, the fyer paffynge from one to an other, appere in the fimilitude of a 
lyght candell. They are a token of fecuritie bycaufe they are lyttle, nor flowe or groffe, wherby they myght 
haue ioyned altogyther in one, and byn thereby more malicious and laded longer, wheras beinge many and but 
lyttle, they are tlie fooner confumed, 

Hetherto Cardanus. But let vs nowe returne to the vyage. 

When they had (ayled pade the Equinoctiall lyne, they loft the fyght of the north darre, and fayled by 
foiithwefle vntyll they came to a lande named the lande of Breffil whiche fum caule Brafilia. beinge. xxii. 
degrees and a halfe toward the fouth pole or pole Antartyke. This lande is continuate and one firnie lande 
with the cape of faynte Augudine whiche is. viii. degrees from the Equinoctiall. In this lande they were 
refreshed with many good frutes of innumerable kindes, and founde here alfo very good fugar canes and diners 
kyndes of beatles and other thynges which I omitte for breuitie. They entered into this hauen on faynt Lucles 
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day: where the fonne beinge there Zenith (that is the poynt of heauen directly ouer thcyr lieades) they felte 
greater heate that daye then when they were vnder the Equinoctiall hne. This lande of Brafile is very large 
and great: and bygger then all Spayne, Portugale, Fraunce, and Italic: and is mofte abundauntein all thynges. 
The people of this countrey praye to noo maner of thinge : but hue by th[e]tnfl,mcte of nature, and to th[e]3ge 
of. C. XX. [one hundred and twenty] and. C- xl. [one hundred and forty] yeares. Bothe the men and women go 
naked, and dwell in certeyne longe houfes. They are very docible, and foone allured to the Chi^'llian fayth. 

Thertcene dayes after that they arryued at the layd port, they departed from this lande and fayled to the. 
xxxiiii, degree and a halfe toward the pole Antartike where they found a great ryuer of fredhe water and 
certeyne Canibales. Of thefe they (awe one owt of theyr ihyppes, of (lature as bigge as a giante, hauynge a 
voyce lyke a bul. OiVTe men purfued them, but they were fo fwyfte of foote that they coulde not ouertake 
them. Abowt the mouth of this ryuer, are feuen Ilandes, in the byggell wherof, they founde certeyne precious 
Hones, and cauled it the cape of faynt Marie. The Spanyardes thought that by this ryuer they might haue 
paffed into the fouth fea. But they were deceaued in theyr opinioa For there was none other paffage then 
by the ryuer which is. xvii. leaques large in the mouth. 

Thus folowynge this coafte by the tracte of the lande towarde the pole Antartyke, they came to a place 
where were two Ilandes replenyfihed with giefe and woolues of the fea which fum thynke to bee thofe fyfflies 
that wee caule pikes. Thefe were in fuch number that in an hours all the fyue (hippes myght haue byn lade 
with giefe beinge all of blacke coloure, and fuch as can not flye. They lyue of fyflhe and are fo fatte that they 
coulde fcarfely fle theym. They haue noo fethers but a certeyne downe : and theyr byls like rauens byls. 
Thefe woolues of the fea are of dyuers coloures, and of the byggeneffe of calues, with theyr heades of golden 
coloure. Here were they jn great daungiour by tempell. But as foone as the three fyers cauled faynte Helen, 
faynte Nycolas, and faynt Clare, appered vppon the cabels of the Ihyppes, fuddeynely the tempelle and furye 
of the wyndes ceafed. 

Departynge frome henfe, they fayled to the. 49. degree and a halfe vnder the pole Antartyke : where beinge 
wyntered, they were inforced to reniayne there for the fpace of two monethes, all which tyme they fawe no man 
except that one daye by chaunce they efpyed a man of the ftature of a giante, who came to the hauen daunfyng 
and fyngynge, and (hortly after feemed to call dull ouer his heade. The capitayne fente one of his men to the 
fliore with the fiiyppe boate, who made the lyke figne of peace. The which tbynge the giante feinge, was owt 
offeare and came mih the capitaynes feruaunte to his prefence into a lyttle Ilande. When he fawe the 
capitayne with certeyne of his coompany abowte hym, he was greatly amafed and made fignes holdynge vppe 
his hande to heauen, fignifyjnge therby that owre men came from thenfe. This giante was fo bygge, that the 
heade of one of owr men of a meane (lature, came but to his wade. He was of good corporature and well made 
in all the partes of his bodie, with a lai^ge vyfage paynted with dyuers coloures, but for the moH parte yelowe, 
Vppon his cheekes were paynted two hartes, and redde circles abowt his eyes. The heare of his headde was 
coloured whyte, and his apparell was the ikynne of a beafte fowde togyther. This bealle (as feemed vnto them) 
had a large heade and great eares lyke vnto a mule, with the body of a camel and tayle of a horfe. The feete 
of the giant were foulded in the fkynne after the maner of fhoos. He had in his hande, a bygge and ihorte 
bowe, the flrynge whereof was made of a fynewe of that bealle. He had alfo a bundell of longe arrowes made of 
reedes fethered after the raaner of owrs, typte with fharpe Hones in the fteade of iren heades. The Capitayne 
caufed him to eate and drynke, and gaue him many thynges, and amonge other a greate lookynge glaffe: In 
the which as foone as he fawe his owne likeneffe, was fuddeynely afrayde and llarted backe with fuch violence 
that he ouerthrewe two that lloode neareil abowte hym. When the Capitayne had thus gyuen hym certeyne 
haukes belles and other great belles, with alfo a lookynge glaffe, a combe, and a payre of beades of glaffe, he 
fente hym to lande with foure of his owne men well armed. 

Shortely after, they fawe an other giaunte of fumewhat greater (lature, with his bowe and arrowes in his 
hande. As he drewe neare vnto owre menne, he layde his hande on his heade and poynted vp towarde heauen, 
and owr men dyd the lyke. The Capitayne fente his Ihyppe boate to brynge him to a lyttle Ilande beinge in 
the hauen. This giante was verye tractable and pleafaunt. He foonge and daunfed: and in his daunfynge 
lefte the printe of his ieete on the grownde. He remayned longe with owre men who named hym lohan. He 
coulde wel fpeake and playnely pronounce thefe wordes : lefus: Am Maria, loliannes, euen as we doo, but with 
a bygger voyce. The capitayne gaue hym a (hert of lynnen clothe, and a coate of whyte woollen clothe : Alfo 
a cappe, a combe, a lookynge glaife, with dyuers fuche other thynges, and fo fente hym to his coompany. The 
day folowTng, he reforted ageyne to the Ihyppes, and brought with hym one of thofe greate beades, which he 
gaue the capitayne. But after that daye they neuer fawe hym more, fuppofynge hym to bee flayne of his owne 
coompany for the conuerfation he had with owre men. 

After othen xv. dayes were pade, there came foure other giantes without any weapons, but had hydde 
theyr bowes and arrowes in certeyne buffiies. The capitayne reteyned two of thefe whiche were younged and 
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belle made. He tooke them by a deceyte in this manur, that gyuynge tbera kn3'ues, flieares, lookynge glalTes, 
belles, beades of cryllall, and fuche other tiyfels, he fo fylled theyr handes that they coulde hold no more. 
Then caufed two payTe of thackels of iren to bee put on the)T legges, makynge fignes that he wold alfo gyue 
them thofe chaynes : which they lyked very wel by caufe they were made of bryght and Ihynynge metal. And 
wheras they could not cary them bycaufe theyr handes were full, the other gyantes wolde haue caryed them: 
but the Capifayne wolde not fuffer them. When they felte the iliakels fade abowte theyr legges, they begunne 
to double: but the Capitayne dyd put them in comforts and badde them (laiide ilyll. In fine when they fawe 
how they were deceaued they rored lyke bulks and cryed vppon theyr greate deuyll Setehos to helpe them. 
Being thus taken, they were immediatly feperate and put in fundry (hyppes. They coulde neuer bynde the 
handes of the other two. Yet was one of them with much difficulte ouerthrowne by nyne of owre men, and his 
handes bownde: but he fuddeynely loofed hym felfe and fledde, as dyd alfo the other diat came with them. 
In theyr flying, they fhot of theyr arrowes and flewe one of owre men. They fay that when any of them dye, 
there appere. x. or. xii. deuyls leapynge and daunfynge about the bodye of the deade, and feeme to haue theyr 
boddyes paynted with dyuers colours. And that amonge other, there is one feene bygger then the refidue, who 
makcth great mirth and reioyfynge. This greate deuyll they caule Setebos, and caule the leffe Cheleuk. One 
of thefe giantes which they toke, declared by fignes that he had feene deuyls with two homes aboue theyr heades, 
with longe heare downe to theyr feele ■ And that they call, furth fyre at theyr throtes both before and behynde. 
The Capitayne named thefe people Fatagom The mofl. jiart of them weare the fkynnes of fuche beaftes 
wherof 1 haue fpoken before And haue no houles of contmuaunce, but maketh certeyne cotages whiche they 
couer with the fayde Ikynnes, and cary them from place to place They lyue of raw fleflhe and a certeyne 
fweete roote whiche they caule Cn/irr One uf thefe which they had in theyr Ihippes, dyd eate at one meale a 
baiket of byikette, and drunke a bowle ot water at a draughte 

They remayned fyue monethes m this porte of famt lulian, where certeyne of the vnder capitaynes con- 
They conspire fpirynge the death of thejr general, were hanged and quartered Amonge whom the treafurer Luigo of 

t^p"i^yn=-^' Mcndozza was one. Certeyne ol the other confpiratours, he left m the layd land oi Paiogoni 

Uepartyng from henfe to the, 52. degree toward the pole Antartifce lackynge a thyrde parte, where they 
founde a ryuer of frefdie water and good fyfilie. Theyr fhyppes were here in great daungiour. They remayned 
twoo monethes in this porte where they made newe prouifion of freflhe water, fuell, and fyfihe. Here the 
Capitayne caufed all his men to bee confeffed. 

Approchynge to the. 52. degrees, they founde the ftraight nowe cauled the (Iraight of Magellanus, beinge in 
fum place. C. x. [one hundred and ten] leaques in length : and in breadth fumwhere very large and in other places 
lyttle more then halie a leaque in bredth. On both the fydes of this flrayght, are great and hygh mountaynes 
couered with fnowe, bcyonde the whiche is the enteraunce into the fea of Sur. This enteraunce the Capitayne 
named Mare Paeificum. Here one of the ihyppes dole away priuilie and returned into Spaine. In this 
was one of the giantes who dyed as foone as he felt the heate that is abowte the Equinoctiall lyne. 

When the Capitayne Magalianes was pad the (Iraight and (awe the way open to the other mayne fea, he 
was fo gladde therof that for toy the teares fell from his eyes, and named the poynt of the lande from whenfe 
he fyrd (awe that fea, Capo Defiderato. 

Suppofmg tliat the (hyp which dole away had byn lode, they erected a erode vppon the top of a hyghe 
hyll to directe their courfe in the (Iraight yf it were theyr chaunce to coome that way. They founde that in 
this (Irayght in the moneth of October the nyght was not pad foure houres longe. They found in this drayght 
at euery three myles, a fafe hauen and excellent water to drynke: woodde alfo and fy(The, and greate plentie 
of good herbes. They thynke that there is not a fayrer drayght in the worlde. Here alfo they (awe certeyne 
flying e fyfllies. 

The other giante which remayned with them in the (hyp, named breade Capar: water, Oli: redde clothe, 
Cherecai: red colour, Cheiche: blacke colour, Amel: And fpoke al his wotdes in the throte. On a tyme, as 
one made a croife before him and kyfled it, (hewynge it vnto hym, he fuddeynely cryed Setcbos, and declared 
by fignes that if they made any more croifes, Sekbos wold enter into his body and make him bruft. But when 
in fine he fawe no hurte coome thereof, he tooke the erode and imbrafed and kyfled it oftentymes, defyringe 
that he myght bee a Chryfl.ian before his death. He was therfore baptyfed and named Paule. 

Departynge owt of this drayght into the fea cauled Mare Pacifimm the. xxviii. day ol Nouember in the 
yeare. 1520. they fayled three moonethes and. xx. dayes before they (awe any lande. And hauynge in this 
S'^r^ntndc. tyme confumed all theyr byfltet and other vyttayles, they fell into fuche neceflitte that they were inforced to 
eate the ponder that remayned therof beinge nowe full of woormes and dynkynge lyke pyife by reafon of tlie 
falte water. Theyr freflhe water was alfo putrifyed and become yelowe. They dyd eate fliynnes and pieces of 
lether which were foulded abowt certeyne great ropes of the (hyps. But thefe (Icynnes bemge made vcrye 
harde by reafon of the foonne, rayne and wynde, they hunge them by a corde in the fea for the fjmce of foure 
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or fiue dayes to moUifie them, and fodde them and eate them. By reafon of this famen and vnclene feedynge, 
fumme of theyr gummes grewe fo ouer theyr teethe, that they dyed miferably for hunger. And by this occafion 
dyed. xix. men, and alfo the giante with an Indian of the lande of Brafile otherwyfe cauled Terra depapagalH, 
that is, the lande of popingiayes. Befyde thefe that dyed. xxv. or. xsx. were fo ficke that they were not able to 
doo any feruice with theyr handes or armes for feebleneffe: So that there was in maner none without fum 
difeafe. In thefe three monethes and. xx. dayes, they fayled foure thoulande leaques in one goulfe by the fayde 
fea cauled Pacificum (that is) peaceable, whiche may well bee fo cauled forafmuch as in all this tyme hauyng no 
fyght of any lande, they had no miffortune of wynde or any other tempeft. Durynge this tyme alfo, they 
difcouered only two little llandes vnhabited, where they fawe nothing but birdes and trees, and therefore 
named theym infortunate llandes, beinge one from the other abowte two hundreth leaques dillante. The 
firfle of thefe llandes is from the Equinoctial toward the pole Antartike. xv. degrees, and the other fyue. Theyr 
failinge was in fuche forte that they lailed daily betweene. 1, [fifty] fx. [fixty] to. Ixx. [feuenty] leaques. So that 
in fine, if god of his mercy had not gyuen them good wether, it was neceflaiy that in this foo greate a fea they 
(huld all haue dyed for hunger. Whiche neuertheleffe they efcaped foo hardely, that it may bee doubted 
whether euer the like viage may be attempted with fo good fucceffe. 

They confydercd in this nauigation that the pole Antartike hath no notable ftarre after the forte of the 
pole Artike. But they fawe many flarres gathered togyther, whyche are like two clowdes one feparate a litde 
from an other, and fum what darke in the myddetl. Betweene thefe, are two flarres not very bigge, nor muche 
fhynninge, whiche moue a little : And thefe two are the pole Antartike. The needell of theyr compaife varyed 
fumwhat, and turned euer towarde the pole Artike. Neuertheleffe, had no fuche force as when it is in thefe 
partes of the pole Artike. In fo muche that it was neceflarie to helpe the needle with the lode (lone (com- 
monly cauled the adamant) before they could faile therwith, bycaufe it moued not as it doothe when it is in 
thefe oivre partes. When they were in the myddeil of the goulfe, they lawe a croffe of fiue cleare ftarres 
directly toward the Welle, and of equal] diftance the one from the other. J^ \^ t?" 

In thefe dayes they fayled be- 

^^ The order of the Jlarres abowt the pole 

Antartike, fumme haue figured 

in this maner. 
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twene the Weft and South fo 
farre that they apptoched to the 
Equinoctiall line, and were in 
longitude from the place from 
whenfe they fyril departed, a 
hundreth and twentie degrees. 
In this courfe they fayled by Iwo 
llandes of exceadynge height, 
wherof the one named Cipanghu, 
is. XX. degrees from the pole An- 
tartike; And the other named 
Svmbdii. xv. degrees. When 
they were paft the Equinoctial! 
line, they fayled betwene the 
Weft and Southweft at the quar- 
ter of the Weft towarde the 
S uth ftm h n a hundreth 
1 qu In theyr fayles 

h qu rt of he Southweft 
■n }11 h ) an to the. xiii. 

1 "t: bo e 1 e Equinoctial 

ad 1 pol A tyke, intend- 
yng as much as were poflible, to 
approche to the cape cauled of 
theowldewrytersCiW/^urai The 
whiche is not founde as the owlde 
Cofmigraphers haue defcribed 
it, but is towarde the north 
abowt. xii. degrees as they after- 
warde vnderftode. 

When they had thus fayied. 
Ixx. [feuenty] leaques of this 
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vyage in the. xii. degree aboue the Equinoctial, and. C.xlvi. [one hundred and forty-fix] degrees 
of longitude {as I haue layde) the fyxte day of March they difcouered a lytlle Ilande towarde the north- 
wefte, and two other towarde the fouthweOc: but the one was hygher and b)'gger then the two other. In the 
byggeil of thefe, the general! capitayne wolde haue relied hym felfe a whyle: but he coulde not by reafon the 
people of thefe Hands reforted continually to the ihippes with theyr canoas, and Hole nowe one thynge and 
nowe an other, in fuch forte that owr men could take no refle, and therfore demaunded of the capitayne that 
they myght Aryke theyr fayles to brynge the fhyppes to land. But the Capitayne beinge prouoked to anger, 
wente alande with fortie armed men, and burnte about fiftie of theyr houfes with many of theyr Canoas; And 
flewe alfo abowt feuen men, and recouered a (hyppe boate whiche the Barbarians had Ilolne, and fo departed 
folowynge his vyage. The Capitayne named thefe Ilands Infida Latronum, that is, the Hands of theeiies. 
When owr men had fo wounded fumme of theyra with arrowes that they were flryken thronghe bothe fydes, tliey 
pulled furth the arrowes not ceafyng to marueyle at them tyll they fell downe deade : And yet coulde not the other 
fo depart, but flyll folowed the fiiyppes with more then two hundreth of theyr boates, approchynge as nere to 
the (byppes as they coulde, and proferynge owTe men certeyne fyflhes. As the (liyppes paffed with full fa)!c in 
the myddefle of theyr boates, they fawe in fum of them certeyne women lamenting and tearynge theyr heare, 
which owre men thought they did for the death of theyr hufbandes. As farre as they could perceaue, thefe 
people lyue at theyr owne libertie without anye ruler or gouemour. They go naked and haue blacke beardes 
and blacke heare on theyr heades whiche they weare longe downe to theyr walles. They are of the fame ftature 
that we are, and well made, of coloure lyke vnto an olyue. Theyr women are well fauored with blacke and 
thicke heaxe on theyr heades reachynge to the grownde. The menne coloure theyr teeth redde and blacke, 
which they efteeme a coomely thynge. They annoynt theyr bodies and heare with the oyle of Corns. Theyr 
boates are fum all blacke, fum whyte, and fum redde, and haue fayles made of the broade leaues of date trees 
fowd togyther. In the (leade of a rudder, they vfe a certeyne brode boorde with a llafte in the toppe, and 
maye when they wyll, make the fterne the forecaftell, or the forecaftell the (lerne. They fayle fo fwyftely that 
they feeme a farre of, lyke Delphyns fwymmynge aboue the water. 

The tenth day of March, in the ycare. 1521, they wente alande vppon a lyttle Ilande named Zamal. xsx. 
leaques dyftant from the Ilande of theeues. Bycaufe this Ilande was not inhabyted, they relied here a whyle, 
where the capitayne caufed a pauilion to bee pytched for the ficke and crafed men, and a hogge to bee kylde. 

The. xviii. day of Marche, they fawe a boate with nyne men commynge towarde them fhewynge theim 
felues ioj'full and reioyfynge of theyr commynge. They brought many prefentes with them, and feemed to bee 
people of much humanitie. They gaue the capitayne a great fylhe, and a great velTel of the wyne of thofe date 
trees whiche beare tlie frute Corns. They made alfo fignes that within the fpace of foure dayes, they wokle 
bryng ryffe and dyuers foules and beafls as they dyd in deede. 

This Cocus is a frute of certeyne date trees whereof they make breade, wyne, oyle, and vineger. They 
make wyne in this maner. They cutte a bygge braunche of the tree, and hange therat a reede as bigge as a 
mans legge, into the which Iroppeth a fn eete 1 cour from the tree lyke vnto newe whyte wine fumwhat tart, and 
let the reede continewe there fron mornynge tyll euenynge, and from euenynge to mornynge. The frute of 
this tree cauled Corns, is as bygge as the head of a man or more. The fyrile rynde of this, is greene and of 
the thyckeneffe of two fyngers ha ynge n t certejne threedes wherof they make cordes with the which thty 
tye theyr boates, Vnder th s rjnde there s a th eke Ihell whiche they burne and make ponder therof and vfe 
it as a remedie for certej'ue d leafes V der th s Ihell, is a whyte fiibllaunce lyke the carnell of a nutte being 
a fynger in thickeneffe, wh ch they eate \ th flefhe and fyfihe as wee doo breade. It hath die tafle of an 
almonde, and is vfed in the {leade of bre^de \\ en t is dryed. In the myddell of this carnell, is a cleaie and 
fweete water, beinge very h Ifomc and cord ale This water fumtyme congeleth and iyeth within the Ihell lyke 
an egge. When they inte de to n ake oyl h reof they ley it to putrifie in water, and boyle it ^-ntyll it bee 
lyke oyle or liquide butter, Wh n they e de to make vineger, they fuffer only the water to putrifie and 
then fet it to the foonne where t becomn h v e^er lyke vnto that which is made of whyte wyne. And when 
they mengle the carnell w th the vater 1 ch s in the myddell of the frute, and flrayne it thorowe a cloth, 
they make a mylke therof lyke vnto goates mylke Thefe date trees are lyke vnto them that beare dates, but 
ate not fo full of knottes. ^\ th the u fe of t o f thefe date trees, a hole famelie of tenne perfons may bee 
maynteyned with wyne vfynge one. vin. dayes, and the .other, other. viiL dayes: for they Ihulde els bee drj-ed 
and wythered. Thefe trees continue for the fpace of a hundreth yeares. This Ilande where they founde this 
humane and gentell people, is cauled Zuluan, and is not verye bj^ge. Abowt this Ilande they foiinde manye 
other Ilandes, and therefore named this fea Archipelago di San Lazaro, that is, the great fea of faynte I^zarus, 
beinge tenne degrees aboue the Equinoctiall towarde owre pole, and. C. Ixi. [one hundred and fixty-one] frome 
the place from whenfe they departed. The people of this Ilande are Caphranita that is gentyles. They go 
naked fauynge that they couer theyr priuie partes with a clothe made of the rynde of a certeyne tree. The 
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chiefefl men hiue ib Jw te theyr heades a fylkeii cloth of needle woorke. They are grolTe and brode fet Jind 

(jf the colours of an oliue They annoynte theyr bodies with the oyle of Cocus to defend them ageynfl the 

heate 01 the foonne and drynefle of the wynde. The. xxv. day of Marche, they departed from henfe and 

directed theyr courfe betwene the Wede and fouthwell, and fayled betwene foure Ilandes named Cmalo, Fqutc Hands 

Huuian^han, Htbuffbn, and Abarien. etc. 

The xxvm da> e of Marche, they came to the Ilande of Buihuan where they were honorably interteyned Ti'= H'"^ °f 
of the KjTige and the Prmce his foonne who gaue theim muche golde and fpices. The capitayne gaue the 
kynge a vellure of red clothe and an other of yelowe made after the Turkyffhe fafthyon, and alfo a red cappe. 
And gaue likewife to other that came with hym, certeyne knyues, glaffes, and beades of criflalle ; After that, 
the capitayne had fhewed the Kynge the fecreates of his ihippe and fuche marchaundies as he had therin, he 
caufed a piece of ordinaunce fuddenly to bee fhote of, whereat the kyng was greately amafed vntil the capitayne 
comforted hym. Then the Capitaine commaunded one of his men to be armed from the heade to the foote, 
and caufed three other to Ilrike hym with theyr fwoordes, whereat the Kynge maruayled greately, and fayde to 
th[e]interpretoure (who was a flaue borne in Malacha) that one of thofe armed men was able to encounter 
with a hundreth of his men. But he maruayled muche more when the capitaine tould hym by th[e]interpre- 
toure howe he founde the llraight by the compaiTe and lode ftone, and howe many dayes they were without 
fight of any lande. Then afkynge licence to departe, the capitayne fente two of his men with him, of the 
whiche Antonie Pigafetta was one. When the kynge lawe Antonie Pigafetta write the names of many thinges, 
and afterwarde rehearfe them ageyne, he maruayled yet more, makynge fygnes that fuche men defcended from 
heauen. The Kynge brought them firile to his pallaice where he interteyned them honorably and gaue them 
manye gyftes, as dyd alfo the Prince in his pallaice beynge in an other Ilande named Caleghan. 

As they fyfted a certeyne myne of earthe in the Kynges Ilande, they founde pieces of golde, fum as bigge 
as nuttes and other as bigge as egges. All the kynges veffclles were of golde, and his houfe well furnyfflied. 
In all the hole nation there was no man of coomlier perfonage then the kinge. He had his heare long downe 224 
to his (hulders, and very blake, with a vaile of fiike rowled abowte his head, and two greate ringes of golde The kynge of 
hanginge at his eares. He had abowte hys myddle, a clothe wroughte of cotton and filke impaled wyth golde, 
and reacheinge downe to his knees. On his one fyde, he had a long dager with a hafte of golde, and the 
ihethe of a fayre kynde of carued woodde. He had on euery finger, three ringes of golde, and had his bodie 
annoynted with oyle of ftorax and Beniamia The natural coloure of his face was like vnto the coloure of an 
oliue: And all his bodye byfyde paynted with diuers colours. The kynges name was Raia Colarabu, and the 
Prince was cauled Raia Siagu. 

The lafte day of Marche neare vnto Ealler, the capitaine caufed his preefle to fay maffe, and fente to the 
kinge by th[e]interpretoure, that his commyng a lande at that tyme was not to dyne with hym, but only to heare 
maffe. The Capitayne came alande with fyftie of his men in theyr heft apparel withowte weapons or hameife, 
and all the refydue well armed. Before the boates came to lande, he caufed fixe pieces of ordinaunce to be 
(hotte of in token of peace, and fo came alajid, where the two kinges embrafed hym, and accorapanyed hym 
to the place appoynted for malTe to be fayde not farre frome the fea fyde. Sumwhat before the beginnynge of 
maife, the Capitayne fprinkeled the Kynges with damaike water. When the preefte was at mid maffe at the 
offitorie, the kings profered them felues to go to kyffe the crofTe with the capytayne, but offered nothynge. At 
the tyme of facringe when the preeAe hfted vppe the bodie of Chrift, and the Chriftians kneeled downe and 
helde vppe their handes ioyned togither, the kynges dyd the like alfo wyth greate reuerence. In the meane 
tyme, whyle certeyne of the Chriftians were at the coranmnion, a handegunne was fliotte of to figmfie vnto thcym 
that were in the fliyppes, to difchaige all theyr ordinaunce. When maffe was fynyflhed, the Capitame caufed 
certeyne of his men to put on theyr hameffe and to make a combat with theyr naked fwoordes, >\hent the 
kynges tooke great pleafure. This doone, the Capitaine caufed a croffe to be bro gh h h layles ^nd a 
crowne of thomes, gyuynge commaundement to ail his men to gyue reuerence th run o and g ifjmge to the 
kynges by th[c]interpretour that that banner was gyuen hym by Th[e]emperour hid nd mafter, with 
commaundement to leaue the fame in al places where he came to the great commod and ] fi e of aft fuch 
as wolde reuerendly receaue it as an affured token of frendlhip: And that he wold h rf I t there afwel 

to accomplyflie his lords commaundement, as alfo that if at any tyme any ftiyppes f Ch 1 n fti Ide chaunce 
to coome that way, fliulde by feing that crolTe perceaue that owre men had byn well enterteyned there, and 
wolde therfore not onely abfteyne from doing them any hurte or difpleafure, but alfo helpe to ayde them 
ageynfte theyr enemies. And that therfore it (hulde bee requifite to erecte that croffe vppon the toppe of the 
hyghefte mountayne that myght bee feene from the fea on euery fyde. Alfo to pray vnto it reuerently. And 
that in fo doinge, they ftiulde not bee hurte with thunder, lyghtnynge, or tempeftes. When the kynges harde 
thefe woordes, they gaue the Capitayne great thankes, promyfmge gladly to obferue and fulfyll all fuche thynges 
as he required. Then the Capitayne demaunded whether they were Moores or gentyles. They anfwered that 
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they had none other kynde of religion, but tl ^t Ij ty ^e ■ppe tl e \ andes o)nei tog}ther ind thcyr f c s 
toward heauen, they cauled vppon theyr god Abba vh cl e anfwere Ijked the Cap tayne very well bjcaufe th 
gentytes are fooner periliaded to owre fayth then the Moores etc 

Departynge from henfe, they came to the Ila Its of Z / n Z buth Meffa a a d Calaja by the 
conducte of cerceyne pylottes of the fayde kyn^cs Cf hcfe Z b if is the betle and hath the traie of bete 
trafique. In the Ilande qS. MeffaTia, they foun le dogges cattes hogges hennes goates ryfe g ger Cocus 
mylle, panyke, barlye, fygges, oranges, waxe,anl golde in j,reate quant t e Th s Ila de aboue the E lU noct all 
towarde owre pole, ix. degrees twoo thyrde partes; and. i6z. degrees frorae the place frome whenfe they 
departed. They remayned in this Hand for the fpace of viii. dayes, and then directed theyr vyage towarde 
the northwefl, and pafled betwene thefe fyue Ilandcs, Zeilon, Bahol, Canghu, Barbai, and Calighan. In this 
Ilande of Catighan, are certeyne great battes as bygge as Eagles, of the which they toke one. They are 
good to bee eaten, and of tafte rouche lyke a henne. There aie alfo llocke dooues, turtle dooues, poping- 
iayes, and certeyne foules as bygge as hennes. Thefe foules haue lyttle homes, and lay great egges, 
which they couer a cubet depthe in the fande, by the heate whereof and vertue of the foonne, they are hatched, 
and the younge byrdes creepe owte of the fande by them felues. From the Ilande of Meffana to Catighan are. 
XX. leaques faylynge towarde the Weft. And bycaufe the kynge of Meflana coulde not folowe the fhyppes, they 
taryed for bim about the Ilandes of Polo, Ticobon, and Fozon, where the Capitayne tooke hym into his fliippe 
with certeyne of his principal! men, and fo folowed theyr vyage towarde the Ilande of Ziibut, whiche is abowte 
fiftie leaques diftante from Catighan. 

The. vii, day of Apryll abowte noone, they entered into the porte of Zubut: And paffynge by many 
vyllages and habitacions in trees, they came to the citie, where the Capitayne gaue commaundement to the 
maryners to ftryke theyr layles and to fet them felues in order in maner of battayle ray, caufmg all the ordt- 
naunce to bee (liotte of, wherewith all the people were put in greate feare. After this, the Capitayne fent an 
ambaffadoure with th[e]interpretoure to the kynge of Zubut. When they approched nere to the citie, they 
founde the kyng with a great company of men fore aftonyflied at the noyfe of the gunnes. But th[e]interpre- 
tour aduertifed them that it was the cuftome of owre men in al fuche places where they coome, to difcharge 
theyr ordinaunce in token of frendeftiyppe and to honour the lorde of the citie. With which woordes the kyng 
and his coompany were well quieted. After this, th[e]interpretour declared that his mafter was the Capitayne 
of the fliips of the greateft Prince in the worlde, and that they wente to difcouer the Ilandes of Molucca : And 
further, that hear)'ng of his good name and feme by the reporte of the kyng of Meffana, they determyned to 
vifite hym ar.d to haue \7ttayles for exchaunge of theyr marchaundies. The kynge anfwered that he was well 
contented therwith, and that they were hartely wetcoome. Neuertheleffe, that it was a cuftome in that place, 
that all fuch fliyppes as entered into that havien, (huld pay tribute : And that there were not many dayes pafte, 
fence a fliyppe laden with golde and flaues dyd fo paye. In token wherof, he caufed to coome before hym 
certeyne marchauntes of that coompany whiche yet remayned with hym. To this th[e]interpretour anfwered, 
that forafmuch as his lorde was the Capitayne of fo myghtie a Prince, he neuer payde tribute to any kynge in 
the worlde, and wolde not nowe begynne. Wyllynge hym to take this for a refolute anfwere, that if he wolde 
accepte the peace that was profered hym, he Ihulde enioy it. And if he rather defyred warre, he (houlde haue 
his handes full. When th[e]interpretour had fayde thefe woordes, one of the fayde marchauntes (who was a 
Moore) fpake to the kynge In this maner. CATACAIA Chita : that is. Take hede fyr. For thefe men are 
they that haue conquered Calicut, Malaca, and all the greater India: and are of fuche poure that yf yowe 
intreate them otherwyfe then well, yowe may to late knowe what they are able to doo more then they haue 
doone at Calicut and Malaca. When th[e]interpretoure harde thefe woordes, he fayde that the kynge his 
lorde was of much greater puiffaunce and more dominions, and lorde of more fliyppes then was the kynge of 
Portugale: declarynge further that he was kynge of Spayne and Emperour of all Chriftendome Addynge 
hereunto that yf he wolde not bee his frende, he wolde hereafter fende thyther fuche a poure of armed men as 
(hulde deftroy his contrey. The Moore conferred all thefe woordes with the kynge, who fayde that he wolde 
further deliberate with his counlayle, and gyue theym a full anfwere the daye folowynge. In the meane tyme 
he fente theym certeyne vyttayles and wyne. When all thefe thynges were declared to the kynge of Meflana 
who was the chiefeft there abowt nexte vnto hym, and lorde of many Ilandes, he wente alande and repayred 
to the kynge of Zubut and declared vnto hym the great humanicie and curtefie of the generall Capitayne. 
Shortely after, the Capitayne fente certeyne of his men with th[e3interpretour to the kynge of Zubut to knowe 
his pleafure and what aunfwere he wolde make them. As they wente towarde the courte, they mette the 
k)Tige commyng in the ftreete accompanied with many of his chiefe men. He caufed owr men to fie downe 
by him, and demaunded of them if there were any more then one Capitayne in thcyr coompanie : And whether 
it were theyr requefte that he ihulde pay tribute to Th[e]emperour. They anfwered that they defyred none 
other thynge but that they myght exercife marchaundies with them, and to barter ware for ware. The kynge 
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made anfwere that he was well content therwith: wyllynge the Capitayne in token of frendfhippe to fende him 
a little of the blud of his lyght arme, affirmyng that he wold do the lyke. etc. 

After this the kynge of Meflana with the kynge of Zubttt his neuie (who was the prince) and certeyne other 
of his gentylmen, came to the Ihyppes and brought the Capitayne many goodly prefentes. They entered into 
greate amitie, and had large communication of many thynges. The Capitayne perfuaded them to the 
Chridian fayth, which they gladly embrafed, and tooke fuche pleafure in hearynge the articles of owre beliefe, 
tliat the teares fell from theyr eyes for ioye. They were baptifed, and (hortely after all the people of the 
llande. They elleeme nothyng more precious then drynkyng glaCTes of Venice woorke. 

When they came to the citie, they founde the kyng in his pallaice fittynge vppon a flonre or iluorie made 
of the leaues of date trees wrought after a curious diuife lyke a certeyne kynde of mattes. He had vppon his 
body, none other apparell but only a cloth of bombafine cotton hangyng before his priuie partes. On his 
heade, he had a vayle of needle worke: and abowte his necke a chaine of greate price. At his eares, hunge 
two rynges of golde wherein were inclofed many precious ftones. He was but of fmaule flature, but fumewhat 
groffe, and had the refidue of his body paynted with dyuers coloiires wherof fum were lyke vnto flamynge fyre. 
Before hym, he had two veffelles made of the fine earth cauled Porcellana, with fodden egges. Alfo four 
veffels of Porcellana full of wyne made of date trees, and couered with many odoriferous herbes. The prince 
brought them to his houfe, where he had foure doughters verye well fauoured and wh)rte lyke owres. Ke 
caufed them to daunce all naked, and therwith to fynge, and play on certeyne tymbrelles made of metall. 

At this tyme it fo chaunced that one of the Spanyardes dyed in one of the (hyppes. And when certeyne 
of theyr coompanye defyred the kynge to gyue them leaue to burie hym on the land, he anfwered that foraf- 
much as he and all his, were at the commaundement of theyr kynge and mailer, how much more ought the 
grounde fo to be. 

They greatly marueyled at the cerimonies perteynyng to the maner of owre funeralles, and honoured the 
croffes whiche were fet at bothe th[e]endes [of] the graue. 

They lyue with iullice, and vfe waightes and meafures. Theyr houfes are made of Timber and fawne 
boordes : and are fo buylded aboue the grownde vppon proppes and pyles, that they afcende to the fame by 
certeyne flayers. Vnder theyr houfes, they keepe theyr hogges and hennes. 

When they came to barterynge, they gaue golde, ryffe, hogges, hennes, and dyuers other thynges for fume 
of owre tryfels of fmaule value. They gaue tenne Ptfos of golde for. xvi poundes weyght of iren. One prfus 
is in value a ducate and a halfe. The funday folowynge, the kynge was baptyfed with great folemnitie. At 
which tyme, the Capitayne admonyfihed him before not to bee afrayde at the ftiootyng of of the ordinaunce, 
bycaufe it was theyr cuilome fo to doo at fuch folemne feaftes. After this, the Capitayne caufed theym to 
breake all theyr Idoles, and to fet vppe the croffe in dyuers places, prayinge to the fame bothe momynge and 
euenynge kneelynge on theyr knees andholdynge vp theyr handes ioyned togyther. Theldnge inhisbaptifme, 
was named Charles after the Emperours name, and the Prince, Ferdinando after the name of his maiefties 
brother. The kynge of Meffana was named lohn, and the Moore Chriflopher. To all Other they gaue fuch 
names as are commonly vfed in Chrillendome. And thus beefore maife was begunne, were fiue hundreth men 
baptifed. When mafle was fynyflhed, the Capitayne inuited the kynge to dyne with him in his fliyppe, and at 
his commynge, caufed the ordinaunce to bee difcharged. 

The queene was alfo baptifed with fortie of her gentlewomen, and her doughter the Princes wife. The 
queene was very younge and fayre, hauynge her body couered with a white cloth. Her lyppes were redde, 
and fhe had on her head a hat, on the toppe wherof was a triple crowne much lyke the popes This crowne 
and the hat, were made of the leues of dates trees. 

Within the fpace of. viii. dayes, th[e]inhabitauntes of the llande were baptifed excepte one vyilage of 
Idolaters who wolde not herein obey the kynges commaundement Whervppon the Capitayne fent certeyne 
of his menne thyther, who burnt the towne and erected a croffe in that place bycaufe the people of the vyilage 
were gentyles (that is) Idolaters. But if they had byn Moores (that is Machumetiftes) they wold haue erected 
a pyller of ftone, bycaufe the Moores are more flooberne and harder to bee conuerted then are the gentyles. 

When the queene came to the place where Ihee ihuld heare maffe, fliee came furth with great pompe and 227 
folemnitie, hauynge goinge before her three younge damofelles and three men with theyr cappes in theyr handes, 
whom fhee folowed apparelled in whyte and blacke, with a great vayle of fylke vppon her heade fringed abowte The queei 
with golde, whiche couered her hatte and hunge downe to her (boulders. Shee had alfo a great trayne of 
women folowynge her, beinge all barefooted and naked, excepte that vppon theyr heades and priuie partes, they 
wore certeyne vayles of filke, and hadde theyr heare fpredde. 

Before the kynge of Zubut was baptifed, he was named Raia Humabuon. When the Capitayne demaunded 
of hym why all the Idoles in the llande were not burnt accordynge to his promeffe, he anfwered that they 
efleemed them no more as goddes, but only made facrifice to theym for the Princes brother who was very fycke, 
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and as noble and wyttie a man as was in the Ilande. The Capitayne anfwered that if he wolde bume al his 
Idoles and beleue faythfuUy in Chrill, and bee baptifed, he Ihulde be imraediatly reilored to health, and that he 
wolde els gyue them leaiie to llryke of his heade. By thefe woordes and perfuafions of the Capitayne, he 
conceaued fuch hope of health, that after he was baptifed he felt no more greefe of his difeafe. And this was a 
mauifefl. myracle wrought in owre tyme wherby dyuers infidels were conuerted to owr fayth, and theyr Idoles 
dellroyed, and alfo theyr altares ouerthrowen on the whiche they were accuflomed to eate the (acrifyced fleflhe. 
The people of the Ilande pay the kynge a portion of vittayles for theyr tribute by all theyr cities and vyllages. 

Not farre from this Ilande of Zubut, is the Hand of Mathan, whofe inhabitauntes vfe maruelous cerimoiiieE 
in theyr facrifices to the foonne and burying the deade. They were rynges of golde abowt theyr priuie members. 
The Ilande is gouerned by two Princes wherof the one is named Zula, and the other Cilapulapu. And wheras 
this Ciiapulapu refufed to pay tribute to the kynge of Spayne, the Capitayne went ageynft, hym in his owne 
perfon with. Ix. of his menne armed with coates of mayle and helmettes. Cilapulapu diuided his army into 
three battayles, hauynge in euery battaile two thoufand and fifiie men armed with bowes, arrowes, dartes and 
iauelins hardened at the poyntes with fyer. This continued longe and (harpe. But the Capitayne beinge a 
valient man and prefynge hym felfe in the brunte of the battayle, was fore wounded and flayne, forafmuch as 
the molle of the Barbarians directed all theyr force ageynft. hym. Befyde the Capitayne, were flayne of owre 
men abowt. viii. or. ix. Of the Barbarians, were. xv. flayne and many fore wounded. After the death of the 
Capitayne, they chofe two other in his place, of the which one was Odoardo Barbefla a Portugale, and the other 
lohn Serrano who was fliortely after betrayde by th[e]intcrpretour and taken prifoner with dyuers other. 

Certeyne dayes before the Capitaynes death, they hadde knowleage of the Ilandes of Molucca whiche they 
chiefely fought. Departynge therfore from the Ilande of Mathan, they fayled farre and came to the cape of an 
other Hand named Bohol. In the myddell of this mayne fea (whiche they named Archipdagus) they confulted 
to bume the fliyppe named Conception, bycaufe they were nowe fewe in number, and to furnyfhe the other two 
fhyppes with th[e]artillerie therof. Thus directynge theyr courfe towarde Southeweft, they came to an other 
Ilande named Pauiloghon, where they founde blacke men lyke vnto the Sarafins. Shortly after, they arriued at 
aa other great Hand, whofe kyng named Raia Calauar, intreated them very frendely in all thynges as dyd the 
kyng of Meflana. This Ilande is ryche in golde, and hath plentie of ryfle, gynger, hogges, goates, hennes, and 
dyuers other thynges. It is named Chippit, and is. viii. degrees aboue the Equinocdall line towarde owr pole : 
And in longitude from the place from whenfe they firft departed. 170. degrees: And abowt. 50. leaques from 
Zubut. 

Departinge frome henfe they came to an other Hand named Caghaian being. 40, leagues from Chippit as 
they fayled bctwene the wefle and Southe wefle. This Ilandeis very greate, and in maner vnhabited. The 
people are moores, and were banyfflhed owt of the Ilande of Gurnet whiche fum caule Form. 

Frome this Ilande aboute. xxv, leaques betwene the weft, and northewelle, they founde a maruelous fmte- 
full Ilande named Pulaoan, beinge towarde owr pole abouc the Equinoctial], ix. degrees and a thirde parte : And 
Clxxix. [one hundred and fe\ entj nme] degrees and 1 thud parte m longitude frome the place of theyr departing. 

Frome this Ilande. x. leaques towarde the South wefte thej fawe an other Ilande whiche feemed to them 
fumtymes to mounte as thej fayled by the coailt'; therot As the\ were enteringe into the porte, there arofe a 
boyftious and darke tempefl,e which ceafed as foone as tht fitrs ol the three fayntes {wherof we haue fpoken 
before) appeared vppon the cabi.lls Frome the beginnmge of this Ilande to the porte, are fyue leaques. This 
Ilande is greate and riche and the chiefe citie therof conteyneth \xv thoufande houfes. The kynge interteyned 
owre men very frendlye, and fent them byfyde many other prefentes, two elephantes trapped with filke to bring 
them to his pallaice that brought the prefentes which the Capytaynes fent hym. He hath a magnyfycalle 
courte and a greate garde. Alfo a multitude of concubynes. He is a moore, and is named Raia Siripada. 
He is a kynge of greate poure, and hath vnder hym many other kynges, Ilandes, and cities. This Ilande of 
Burnei is aboue the Equinoctiall towarde owre pole fyue degrees and a quarter. And in longitude frome the 
place of theyr departyng. C. Ixxvi, [one hundred and feventy-fix] degrees and two thirde partes. 

Departinge frome Burnet, they came to an Hande cauled Cimbubon, beinge. viii. degrees aboue the 
Equinoctiall lyne Here they remayned. xL days to calke theyr fliyppes and furnyflhe them with frefllie water 
and fuell whiche was to them great payne and trauayle becaufe they were in maner all bare footed, theyr (hooes 
and in maner theyr other apparell being worne by reafon of the longe vyage. In the wooddes of this Hande, 
they founde a tree whofe leaues as foone as they faule on the grounde, doo fturre and remoue frome place to 
place as though they were alyue. They are muche lyke the leaues of a mulbery tree : And haue on euery fyde 
as it were two fliort and blunt fiete. When they are cut or brjken, there is no bludde feene come farth of 
them. Yet when any of them are touched, they fuddevnely moue and ftarte away. Antonie Pigafetta kepte 
one of them in a platter for the fpace of viii dayes. ^.nd cuer uhen he touched it, it ranne rounde abowt the 
platter He fuppofeth that they hue only by ayer. 
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Departynge from henfe, they directed theyr courfe by the Welle quarter towarde the Southeafle, to fynde 
the Ilandes of Molucca, and fayled not farre from certeyne mountaynes where they founde the fea full of great 
weedes and herbes. 

From henfe, they came to the Ilandes of Zolo and Taghima, in the which are founde perles of exceadyng 
bi^eneffe. 

Folowyng theyr courfe toward the north Eafl, they came to a great citie named Mangdando, lyinge aboue 
the Ilandes of Bulhuan and Calaghan, where they tooke a canoa of certeyne of th[e]inhabitaunts ; by whome 
being informed of the Ilandes of Molucca, they lefte theyr courfe towarde the north Eaile, and folowed the 
South eaile nere vnto a cape of the Hand of Buthuan, they were aduertifed for certentie that on the bankes of 
a certeyne ryuer, there dwelte men ouergrowen with heare, and of high flature. 

Folowyng dill theyr courfe by the fouth eafle, and paffyng by many fmaule Ilandes, they came to the 
Ilandes ai Molucca the fyxte daye of Nouember and the. xxvii. monethe after theyr departure owt of Spayne. 
Beinge thetfore ioyful! and gyuyng thankes vnto god, they difcharged all theyr ordynaunce. In the coafle of 
all thefe Ilandes, euen vnto the Ilandes of Molucca, foundyng with theyr plummet, they founde the deapthe of 
the fea to bee no lelTe then a hundreth and two yardes, which is contrary to the faying of the Portugales who 
affyrme that no fliyppe can paffe that way without great daungioure by reafon of the flialownes and rockes or 
(helues: and for the darkeneife which the clowdes caufe in the heauen, All which thyngs they fayned to 
th[e]intent that none other (Imlde haue knoweleage of tiieyr vyagies. 

The. viii. day of Nouember in the yeare. 1521. before the ryfii^e of the foonne, they entered into the 
porte of the Ilande of Tidore, being one of the chiefe Ilandes of Molucca, where they were honorably inter- 
teyned of the kynge who declared that he had longe before feene a f^ne in heauen that certeyne fhyppes 
Ihuld comme from a farre contrey to the Ilandes of Molucca : And that wheras for the better cerUficat therof 
he confydered the (lations of the moone, he lawe therin the commyng of owre fhyppes, and that we were the 
men whome he feemed to fee in the lame. Wherupon he profered hym fe'.fe to enter into leaque of frend- 
Ihyppe with the kynge of Spayne, and to accepte owre men as his brotherne and chyldren: wyllyng them to 
come alande as into theyr owne houfes. Alfo that for theyr commyng, that Ilande (hulde no more bee cauled 
T\dore, but Caflile for the greate loue whiche he bore to theyr kynge whom he reputed as his lorde and mailer. 
This kynge is a Moore, and is named Raia Sultan Mauzor. 

The Ilandes of Molucca are fiue in number, and axe thus named: Tarenate, Tidore, Mutir, Macchian, and 
Bacchidn. Of thefe, TarenaU is the chiefefh 

Directly ageynfte the Ilande of Tidorc, there is an other great Ilande named Gilola, inhabited of Moores 
and Gentyles. The Moores haue two kynges, of the which one hath fyxe hundreth chyldren, and the other 
fixe hundreth and tifrie. The Gentyles kepe not fo many women as doo the Moores nor yet lyue in fuche 
fuperflitions. They praye to the fyrfle thynge that they meete in the momynge when they go furth of theyr 
houfes, and honoure that as theyr god for that day. The kynge of the gentyles is very ryche in golde. In 
the Eayde Ilande of Gilolo, are reedes as bygge as a mans legge, and full of cleare water holfome to bee drunke, 

The. xii. daye of Nouember, the kynge of Tidore appoynted owre men a ware houfe in the citie where 
they might fell theyr marchaundies Theyr maner of exchange was in this fort. For tenne yardes of good 
redde cloth, they had one Bahar of cloues, whiche amounteth to foure Cantari and fyxe pounde weight: 
And one Cantar is a hundreth pounde weight. For. xv. yardes of cloth fumwhat woorfe then the other, they 
receaued in Cambie, one Bahar For. xxxv. drynkynge cuppes of glaffe, they had one Bahar. For. xvii. 
Cathyls of quicke fyluer, one Bahar They came dayly to the (hyppes with many of theyr barkes full of goates, 
hennes, fygges of a fpanne lon^'e, alfo the fnite cauled Cocus, with dyuers other kyndes of vyttayles in fuch 
quantitie that it was a marueylous th)nge to beholde. They fumyflhed alfo theyr (hyppes with freflhe water 
which is hotte as it iiiheweth owt of the fpiynge, but is very coulde when it hath floode a while in an other 
place. It fpryngeth from the mountaynes on the which the cloue trees growe. They fawe a cloude ryfe in 
maner dayly, which compafcth about the £ayde mountaynes. 

The kynge of the Ilande of Bacchian, fente the kynge of Spayne two deade byrdes of flraunge forme. 
They were of the byggenes of turtle dooues, with lyttle heades and longe bylles: alfo longe and fmaule legges 
and no wynges, but in the lleade therof certeyne longe fethers of diners colours, and tayles lyke turtle dooues. 
All the other fethers are of one coloure much lyke vnto tawny, except thofe of the wynges. They flye not but 
when the wynde blowetii, Thefe Moores are of opinion that thefe byrdes comme from the heauenlye Paradyfe, 
and therfore caule them Manuccodiata, that is the byrdes of god. 

When they were deterroyned to depart from the Ilandes of Molucca, certeyne kynges of the Ilandes 
accompanied them with theyr canoas, and conducted them to an Ilande cauled Mare where they refrellhed 
theyr fhyppes with frethe water and fuel!. The kynges fent Th[e]emperours maiellie many prefentes: and 
embrafynge owre menne, departed with the teares in theyr eyes: And owre men for theyr laile farewell, fliotce 
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of all theyr ordinaunce. When in the Ilande of Mare, they perceaued that one of ttieyr fliyppes leaked and 
toke water very fore: wherby they were inforced to tary there three dayes. But feinge that they coulde fynde 
no remedie for the fame but in longe tyme, they determined to leaue it, gyuynge order that if aftenvarde it 
coulde bee repayred, they Ihuld returiie into Spayne as well as they coulde. 

In all the Ilandes of Molucca is founde cloues, ginger, breade of the roote of Sagu, ryfe, goates, flieepe, 
hennes, fygges, almondes, fweete pomegranates and fowre, oranges, lemondes, and hony which is made of 
certeyne flyes leffe then antes: Alfo canes of fuger, oyle of Cocus, mellons, gourdes, and a marneilous coulde 
fnite which they name Camulicai and dyuers otlier frutes, Furthennore wbyte and redde popingiayes, and 
other of variable coloures. It is not pafle fiftie yeares fence the moores fyrfle inlabited anye of thefe Hands, 
which were before inhabited only with gentyles. 

The Ilande of Tidore, is aboue the Equinoctiall line towarde oivre pole, abowt. 27. minutes: And in 
longitude from the place from whenfe they departed. 171. degrees. And from the Archipdagus in the which 
is the Hand of Zioti?/ which our men named the Hand of theeues. ix. degrees and a halfe, and runneth to the 
quarter of fouth fouthwell, and north northeail. Terenate, is vnder the Equinoctial line foure minutes vnder 
the pole Antartike. Mutir, is directly vnder the Equinoctiall line. Macchian is. xv. minutes toward the pole 
Antartike, and BaccMan one degree. Thefe Ilandes are lyke foure (harpe mountaynes, except Macchian which 
is not (harpe. The byggeft of all thefe, is Bacckian. 

Departynge from the Hand of Mare and directyng their courfe towarde the fouthwefl, with onely. xlvi. men 
in theyr Ihyppe and. xiii. Indians, they paffed by the Ilandes of Chacouan, Lagoma, Sico, Gioghi, Caphi, Sulacho, 
Lumatola, Tenetum, Bum, Ambon, Budia, Celaruri, Benaia, Ambalao, Bandan, Zorobua, Zolot, Noceuaraor, 
Galian, and Mallua, with dyuers other Ilandes both great and fmaule, of Moores, Gentyles, and Canibales. 
Owre men remayned xv. dayes in the Ilande of Mallua to repayre theyr Ihyppe in certeyne places where it 
tooke water. All the fieldes of this Ilande is full of longe and rounde pepper, and is Ctuate towarde the pole 
Antartike vnder the Equinoctiall line. viii. degrees and a halfe, and is in the longitude of 169. degrees and. 40. 
minutes. 

The pilote which owre men brought owt of the Ilandes of Molucca, toulde them that not farre from thenfe, 
was an Hand named Arucetto in the which are men and women not pafl a cubite in height, hauynge eares of 
fuch byggeneffe that they lye vppon one and couer them with the other. But owr men wolde not fayle thyther, 
bothe bycaufe the wynde and courfe of the fea was ageynfte theym, and alfo for that they gaue no credite to his 
reporte. 

The. XXV. day of lanuary in the yeare. 1522. they departed from Mallua, and the day folowyng, arryued at 
a greate Hand named Timor, beinge fine leaques diftante from Mallua betwene the fouth and fouthweil. In 
this Ilande is founde the woodde of whyte fanders and ginger, and dyuers kindes of frutes. Alfo fundry kyndes 
of bealles, and plentie of vyttayle and golde. They of the Ilandes of Giaua, Molucca, and Lozon, refort to this 
Ilande for fanders, Th[e]inhabitauntes are gentyles. They fay that when they go to cut the woodde of faunders, 
the deuyll appeareth to them in dyuers formes and aiketh theym what they haue neede of: And that after this 
vifion, many of them are longe ficke. In al the Ilandes of this Archipelagus, rayneth the difeafe of laynt lob 
(whiche wee caule the frenche poxe) mote then in any other place in the worlde. 

Farre from this Ilande betwene the wetl and northweft they came to an Ilande named Eude, in the whiche 
growethe great plentie of Sinamome. In this tractc are foundq manye Ilandes lying in order as it were one 
directly behynde an other, euen vnto the Ilande of the greater Giaiia, named Giaua maior, and vnto the cape 
of Malaccha, beinge in Eafl India. Giaua the leffe, is as bygge as the Ilande of Madera, and is but halfe a 
leaque diflanle from Giaua maior. Here they were informed that aboue Giaua maior toward the north, is a 
great goulfe cauled the goulfe of China, in the which are trees of exceadyng byggenefle, inhabyted with foules 
of fuche greatenes that they caiy great beafles in the ayer. The frutes of thefe trees are as bygge as cucummers. 

The cape of Malaccha is one degree and a halfe aboue the Equinoctiall line towarde the pole Artike. On 
the Eafl fide of this cape, runneth a very longe coalle in the which are many regions and cities wherof fum are 
cauled by thefe names, Cingaporla which is the cape, Alfo Pahan, Calantan, Patani, Braalin, Benm, Longon, 
and Odia wherin is the citie in the which dwelleth the kynge of Sian named Zacabedera. Theyr cities are 
builded as owres are, and fubiecte to the kynge of Sian. After the realme of Sian, are the regions of lamgoma 
and Campaa where Reubarbe groweth, of the which are dyuers opinions, fume fuppofynge it to bee a roote, and 
other a putrifyed tree, affirmyng that yf it were not putrified, it ihulde not haue fo great a fauour. They caule 
it Calama. Next vnto this, is found the great China, whofe kyng is thought to bee the greatefl prince in the 
worlde, and is named Santoa Raia. Furthermore, al that is written hereafter of this kyng and thefe regions, 
they lerned by th[e] information of a Moore that was in the Ilande of Timor. He affirmed that the fayde kynge 
bathe threefcore and tenne crowned kynges vnder his empyre, and hathe a porte in the fea named Canthan: 
And two principal cities named Nauchin and Connulaha where he remayneih h;m felfe, and hath euer foure of 
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his chiefe princes lying abowt his pallaice on euery fyde, towarde the Eafte, Wefte, Northe, and South giuinge 
dylygente attendaunce what is doone in euerye of theyr quarters. All the prynces of the greater India (cauled 
India Maior,) and of that wherof I haue fpoken before, are obedient to this kynge. And in token that they 
are trewe fabiectes, they keepe in theyr pallaices which are in the middefl of theyr cities, the befte cauled Linx, 
being fayrer then a lyon, And is the great kynges fignette, whiche all fuche as intende to go to China, beare 
with them fealed in waxe or on a piece of luerye for theyr lafe conducte, withowt the which they may not enter 
into the hauen. 

When any of his kyngs rebell or are difobedient, he caufeth them to be flene, and falted and dryed at the 
foone: Then to bee (luffed with chafle, and fette vppe on fum hygh thyng in the myddeft of the chiefe llreate 
of the citie where al the people may fee it He neuer fuffereth his owne perfon to bee openly feene to any 
man. But when his noble men of the courte are defyrous to fee hym, he commeth downe frorae hys pallaice 
into a ryche pauylyon accompanyed with fyxe of hys principall concnbynes appareyled with iyke veflures as is 
he hym felfe. All thys way he is not feene by reafon of the pauylyon. When he hath paffed through the 
pauylyon, he entereth into a ferpent named Nagha, being the moil marueylous and ryche woorke of the worlde, 
and placed in the greateJl courte of the pallaice. When the kynge entereth into this with the women, to 
th[e]intent that he may not be knowen among them, he caufeth the fayd noble men only to looke in at a 
glaffe which is in the brefte of the ferpente, where they fee the kynge amonge the women, but can not dicerne 
which is he. He ioyneth in mariage with hys fyfter that the blud royali bee not myxt with any other. His 
pallaice is enuironed with feuen large walles, the one being farre dyftante from the other. And hath in euery 
fuch circuite tenne thowfande men for the garryfon of hys pallaice, who haue theyr waytinge dayes appoynted 
them courfe by courfe with freilhe men in theyr places, and thus keepe theyr watch cont nuallj both daje and 
nyght. In this pallaice are ixxix. haules, in the which is an infinite number of women that ferue the kynge 
hauyng euer lyght torches in theyr handes for the greater magnyfycence. He that wolde fee all the pillaice 
fliulde fpend a hole day therin. Amonge other, there are foure principal haules where fumtymes the kynge 
gyueth audience to hys noble men. Of thefe, one is couered both aboue and beneth with metall in other ill 
ouer with fyluer, the thyrde with gold, and the fourth with peailes and precious (loi es Thefe people ol China 
are whyte menne, appareled as we are, and eate theyr meate on tables as wee doo They haue the crofle m 
fum ellimation, but knowe not the caufe whye. Beyonde the coafte of China, are d}uers other nations and 
people as Chemhii where pearles and cynamon are founde. Alfo the people namtd Lichn, where re)neth the 
great kynge of Mien, hauyng vnder hym. 3txii. kynges, and is fubiecte to the kyng of China. Here is alfo 
founde the great citie of CATHAY in the Eafl, and dyuers other nations in the iayd firme land, of the 
which fum are brutyflhe and beiliall which vfe to kyll and eate theyr parentes when they aie owld, thinking 
therby that they (hall reuyue in them. All tbefe people are gentyles. 

The. xi. day of February in the yeare. 1522. they departed from the Hand of Timor and were ingulfed by 
chance in the great fea cauled Lantchidol, and tooke theyr courfe betwene the weile and fouth wede, leauynge 
the northe coailes on theyr ryght hand, fearyng lead if they (huld layle toward the firm land, they myght bee 
feene of the portugales who are of great power in Malaccha: and therfore dyrected theyr cours withowt the 
Hand of Sumatra cauled in owld tyme Taprobana : Leauyng alfo on theyr ryght hand vpon the fyrm land, the 
prouinces and regions of P^, Bengala, Calicut, Canonor, Goa, Cambaia, the goulfe of the Ilande of Ormus, 
and all the coailes of the greater India. And more fafely to paffe the cape of Bmna Speranza being aboue 
Affrike, they fayled about, xlii. degrees toward the pole Antaitike, and remayned feuen weekes abowte that 
cape with many fetches compaflyng the wynd with theyr fayles contynually alofle, becaufe they had a wed and 
north wede wynd in the proos of theyr (hyppe which wolde not fuller them to paffe. The cape of Buona 
Speranza, is toward the pole Antartik beneth the Equinoctiall line, xxxiiii. degrees and a halfe: and, i6oo. 
leaques from the cape of Malaccha: And is the greatefte and mode daungyerous cape that is founde at thys 
day in al the worlde. 

When they had by thefe perels ouerpaffed thys cape, certeyne of them afwell for lacke of vytayles as alfo 
by reafon of fyckeneSe, were mynded to fayle to a hauen of the Portugales named Mouzambique aboue Affryke. 
But the other anfwered that they wold rather dye then go to any other place then directly to Spayne. They 
folowed theyr courfe therfore faylynge towarde the Southwed two monethes continually without touchynge at 
any porte: In whiche tyme there dyed abowte. xxi. of theyr coompany, whom they cad into the fea. And 
fuerly if god of his infinite mercie had not preferued the relidue in tyme, they hadde all dyed of famen. 

In fine, beinge inforced of neceffitie, and halfe of theyr companye deade, they layled to one of the 
Handes of Capo verde cauled In/ula San^ lacobi, that is, faynte lames Ilande, parteyning to the kyng of 
Portugale. Where, as foone as they arryued, they fent certeyne alande in the (hippe boate for vyttayles, 
decla^nge to the Portugales with all loue and fauour what neceflitie they were dryuen to and what miferies 
and trauayles they had fufteyned, informynge them further of tJieyr marueylous viage and fuche thynges as they 
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hadde feene in both the Eall and Weft India, with fuch other gentel woordes wherby they obteyned certeyne 
meafures of rife. But when afterwarde. xiii, of thcym returned for more ryfe, they were deteynod: Where- 
uppon the refte whiche remayned in the (hippe, fearynge the lyke chaunce, departed with full fayles, and the. 
vii. day of September with the helpe of god entered into the hauen of San Lvcar nere vnto Siuile, where 
difchargynge all theyr oidinaunce for ioy, they wente immediatly to the greate churche in theyr fliertes and 
barefooted with a torche before them to gyue thankes to alrayghtie god who had brought them fafe to theyr 
owne countrey, and rellored them to theyr wyues and chyldren. 

As touchynge th[e]ende of this viage, Tranfiluanus wryteth fumwhat more largely 
as foloweth. 

The other fliyppe which they lefte behynde them to bee repayred, returned afterwarde by the Archipelagus 
aforelayde and by the great fea to the coaftes of the finne of the well India, and arryued at a region of the 
fame being ageynll Dariena, where the South fea of Sur is feparate but by a lyttle fpace of lande from the 
Wefte Ocean in the which are the Ilandes of Hifpaniola and Cuba, and other llandes of the Spanyardes. The 
other (hyppe which returned into Spaync by compafmg abowt the whole bowle of the worlde by the coafles of 
Eall India and Affrike, departynge from the Hand of Tidore, and faylynge euer on this fyde the Equinoctiall, 
dyd not fynde the cape of Cattigara beinge aboue Afia, and (by the defcription of Ptolome) rechjnge iiiany 
degrees beyonde the Equinoctial. But hauynge layled many dajts by the majne fea they cune to the cape 
of -5w77ffl ^w-aHsa and frome thenfe to the Ilandes of Capovrk where their Ihyppe bemge foore broofcd by 
reafon of the longe viage, leaked and tooke water, in fuche forte tliat the manners bei ig nowe but fewe in 
number, and thofe alfo weake and feeble by reafon of longe fickeneffe and hunger were lot able both to drye 
the poompe continually and otherwyfe goueme the fhippe: a d " re therfori. of necLflitie mforced to goo 
alande at the Ilande of laynte lames to bye theym certeyne flaues to hclpe the m But beinge deftitute of 
mony, according to the cullome of the mariners, they profcrcd them clones for theyr flaues. The which 
thyng when it came to the eares of the Portugale that was Capitaj-ne of that Ilande he caft \iii. of them in 
prifon. Wherby the refidue that remayned in the ffiippe (beinge 1 owe but xiiii in number) were put in fuch 
feare that they departed immediatly without refcuing theyr felowes and fa)led continuall} both by daye and 
by nyght by the coailes of Affrike, and came in fine to Spayne the vl day of September in the yeare. 1522. 
and arryued at the porte nere vnto Siuile the, xvi. moneth aiter thc) doparttd from the Ilande of Tidore. 
Mariners doubtlelfe more woorthy to bee celebrate with eternal memone tl e thej wl che n owlde tyme were 
cauled Argonauti that fayled with lafon to win the golden fleefe in tl e region of Ch kJis and the riuer of 
Phafis in the greate fea of Pontus. And the fliyppe it felfe, n on. woorthji. to bee placed amonge the (laires 
then that owlde Argo which departynge owt of Grecia, fayled to th[e]ende of that great fea. For this owre 
marueylous fliyppe, takynge her vyage from the ftraightes of Gibilterra and faylynge by the greate Ocean 
towarde the South and pole Antartike, and turnynge from thenfe to the Wefte, folowed that courfe fo farre lliat 
pafiynge vnder the great circumference of the woride, fliee came into the Eafle, and frome thenfe ageyne into 
the Wefte, not by retumynge backewarde, but ftyll faylynge forwarde, fo compafynge abowt the baule of the 
world vnder the hole circumference of heauen vntyll fliee were myraeuloully reflored to her natiue region of 
Spayne and houfe of Siuile. 
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C OF THE PRICES OF PRECIOVS STONES AND SPICES, 
WITH THEYR WEIGHTES AND MEASVRES 

as they are accuftomed to bee foulde bothe of the 

Moores and the gentyles: And of the 

places where they growe. 

.Orafmuch as in dyuers places of this hiftorie, men- 
tion is made of precious ftones, I haue thought 
good to declare fumewhat afwell of theyr prices 
as of the places of theyr generation, that wee may 
not vtterly bee ignorant of the thinges which we 
fo grately efteeme and bye fo deare. 





Of the Ruble. 

He Rubies growe in India : and are founde 
for the mofl, parte in a ryuer named Pegu. 
Thefe are of the beile kind and finefte, 
whiche they of the lande of Malabor caule 
Nunpuclo, and are well foulde if they bee 
fayre and cleane without fpottes. The 
Indians to knowe theyr fineneffe, put them 
vppon thcjr toonges, couraptjnge that to bee beR that is couldell and moft harde. And to fee theyr fineneffe, 
they take them vp with a piece of waxe by the ftarpeft poynt : and lookynge ageynft the lyght, efpie in theim 
euery fmaule fpot or flake. They are alfo founde in certeyne diepe foffes or pittes which are made in mouu- 
taynes that are beyonde the faid ryuer. They are fcoured and made cleane in the countrey of Pegu. Yet can 
they not fquare and polyffie them. But for this purpofe fende them to dyuers other contreys, and efpecially to 
Paleacate, Narfinga, Calicut, and the region of Malabar, where are many cunnynge Lapidaries. 

And to gyue yow intelligence of the value of thefe ftones, ye (hall vnderftande that this woorde Fanan, 
fignifiethe a weight fumwhat more then two of owre carattes ; And. xi. Fanans and a quarter, is one Mitigal : 
And. vi. Mitigales and a halfe, make one vnce. This Fanan, is alfo a kynde of money which is in value, one 
ryale of fyluer. And therefore after this accompte I fay that 



Eight fine rubies of the weyght of one 
Fanan (which are in all, abowt two 

carattes) are in value. Fanan *x. 

Foure Rubies that wey one fanan, are 

worth Fanan xx. 

Two that wey one fanan Fanan xl. 

Onethatweyththreequartersofonefanan Fanan xxx. 

One that weyth one fanan Fanan 1. 

One that weyth one fanan and a quarter. Fanan Ixv. 

One that weyth one fanan and a halfe Fanan C, 

One that weyth one fanan and three 

quarters Fanan C L 

One that weyth two fanans, Fanan CC. 

One that weyth two fanans and a quarter Fanan CC 1. 

One that weyth two fanans and a halfe Fanan. ccc. 



One that weyth two fanans and 

thre quarters 
Of three fanans 
Of three and a quarter 
Of three and a halfe 
Of three and three quarters 
Of three and three quarters and a halfe Fanan D 
Of foure fanans 
Of foure and a quarter 
Of foure and a halfe 
Of fyiie fanans 
Of fyue and a halfe 
Of fyxe fanans, which are about, xii. 

carattes. Fanan M D. which make. 
50. crownes of golde. 



Fanan 


cccl 


Fanan 


cccc 


Fanan 


D 


Fanan 


Dl 


Fanan 


nr 


Fanan D cxxx 


Fanan 


Dclx 


Fanan 


Dec 


Fanan Dcccc 


Fanan 


M 


Fanan 


Mcc 



And thefe are commonly the prices of perfecte Rubies. But fuche as are not perfecte, and haue any 
fpottes in them, or are not of good coloure, are of leffe prife accordynge to the arbitriment and eftimation 
of the byer. 
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C Of the Rubies which growe in the Ilande of Zeilam. 

ijN the Ilande of Zeilam, beinge in the feconde India, are founde many Rubies wbich the 
Indians name Manecas, the greatell parte wherof do not arriue to the perfection of the 
other aforefayde in coloure, bycaufe they are redde as though they were wafftied, and 
of a flelliye colour. Yet are they very coulde and harde. The perfectefte of theym 
are greatly efteenied amonge the people of the Ilande, and referued only for the kynge 
hym felfe if they bee of any great quantitie. When his iewelers fynde any bygge piece 
of this rocke of the belle kynde, they put it in fyer for the fpace of certeyne houres. Which 
if it coomme owt of the fyer vncorrupte, it becommeth of the coloure of a bumynge cole, and was therfore 
cauled of the Greekes, Anthrax, which fignifieth a bumyng cole. TJie fame that the Greekes caule Anthrax, 
the Latines caule Carbunculus. Thefe they greatly efleeme. When the kyng of Naifinga can get any of theym, 
he caufeth a fine hole to bee boored in the vndermoll part of them to the myddeft: And fuffereth none of 
them to paffe owt of his realme: efpecially if they haue byn tryed by the fayde piofe. Thefe are of greater 
value then the other of Pegu, if they bee in theyr naturall perfection and cleaneneffe. 
Of thefe, one that weith a 
(whiche is halfe a fanan) is 
in Calecat 
One of two carattes 
Of three carattes. 
Of three carattes and a halfe 
Of foure carattes 
Of foure carattes and a halfe 
Of fyue carattes 
Of fyue carattes and a halfe 
Of fyxe carattes 



carratte 






woorthe 








Fanan 


*xsx. 




Fanan 


kv. 




Fanan 


cl. 




Fanan 


cc. 




Fanan 


ccc. 




Fanan 


cccl. 




Fanan 


cccc 




Fanan 


ccccl. 




Fanan 


Dxxx. 



Of fixe carattes and a halfe 

Of feuen carattes 

Of feoen carattes and a halfe 

One of. viiL carattes that hath bynne 

wel proued in the fier, is woorthe 
Of. viiii. carattes and a halfe 
One fuch of tenne carattes 
One of X. carattes and a halfe 
Of. xii. carattes 
Of. xiiii. carattes 
Of. xvi. carattes 



Fanan 


DIx. 


Fanan 


Dcxxx. 


Fanan 


Dclx, 


Fanan 


Dccc. 


Fanan 


Dcccc. 


Fanan 


Mccc. 


Fanan 


MDc 


Fanan 


MM 


Fanan 


MMM 


Fanan 


6000. 



C Of the kynde of Rubies cauled Spinelle. 




Here is alfo founde an other kynde of Rubies which wee caule Spinelle and the Indians, 
Caropus. They growe in the felfe fame countrey of Pegu where as are the fine Rubies : 
And are found in the mountaynes in the vpper crull or floure of t]ie earth. Thefe are not 
fo fine nor of fo good coloar as are the trewe Rubies : But haue fumwhat the colour of a 
granate which we commonly caule a garnet. Yet of thefe fuche as are parfecte in theyr 
coloure, are of value halfe lelTe then trewe Rubies, 



C Of the Rubies cauled Balafft. 




Alaffi, are of the kyndes of Rubies, but are not fo harde. Theyr colour is fumwhat lyks a rofe, 
and fum are in maner whyte. They growe in Balafila, whiche is a region within the firme 
lande aboue Pegu and Bengala: And are browght from thenfe by marchauntes of the 
Moores to Calecut where they are wrought and polyfihed: And are fould of the fame price 
that are Spinelle. 



C Of the Diamundes of the owlde myne. 



Hefc Diamundes are founde in the fyrile India in a kyngdome of the Moores named Decan, 
from whenfe they are brought to other regions. There are alfo founde other Diamundes 
whiche are not fo good, but fumewhat whyte, and are cauled Diamundes of the newe myne 
which is in the kyngedome of Narfinga. They of the owlde myne, are not polyihed in 
India, but in other places. There are made lykewyfe in India, other falfe Diamundes of 
Rubies, Topafes, and whyte Saphires, whiche app ere to bee fine; and are alfo founde in 
the Ilande of Zeilam. Thefe ftones differ in none other, lauynge that they haue lofle theyr 
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natural! colour. Of thefe, fumme are founde that haue halfe the coloure of Rubies, and other of Saphires: 
other alfo of the coloure of a Topafe. Other haue all thefe coloures mengled togyther. They bore a fine hole 
in thefe tbroughe the myddetl, wherby they appere lyke the eyes of a catte. Of the whyteil, they make many 
fmauie diamundes whiche can not bee knowen from the trewe, lauynge by toucbinge of fucb as are (kylfull in 
that practife. They are foulde by a poyfe or weight which they caule Mangiar, which wayeth two Tarre, and 
two thyrdes, which amount to two thjTdes or thirde partes of one caratte. For foure Tarres, wey one fanan 
whiche is abowt two carattes. 



Viii. Diamundes that wey one mangiar 
(which is two third partes of a caratte) 
are in value. 

which are three ore 
235 vL Diamundes that wey one mangiar 
Foure that wey one mangiar 
Two that wey one mangiar 
One that weith one mangiar 
One of one mangiar and a quarter 
One of one mangiar and a haife 
Of one mangiar and three quarters 
Of two mangiars 



Fanan 




wnes of golde. 


Fanan 


xl. 


Fanan 


k. 


Fanan 


Ixxx. 


Fanan 


C. 


Fanan 


ckv. 


Fanan 


clxxx. 


Fanan 


ccxx. 


Fanan 


cccxx. 



Of two mangiars and a quarter Fanan 

Of t^vo mangiars and a halfe Fanan 

Of two mangiars and three quarters 

ful perfect Fanan 

Of three mangiars of lyke perfection Fanan 
Of three mangiars and a halfe 
Of foure mangiars 
Of fyue mangiars 
Of fyxe mangiars 
Of feuen mangiars. 
Of eyght mangiars 



ccclxxx 



Fanan 


CCCCIXKX. 


Fanan 


Dl. 


Fanan 


Dccl. 


Fanan 


Dccc. 


Fanan 


Mcc. 


Fanan 


Mcccc 



And thus they proceade, increafynge the price as they increafe in weight. 

C Of Saphires. 

N the Ilande of Zeilam are founde the belle and moile trewe Saphires, beinge very harde and 
fine, and of the coloure of azure. They are of price as folowetb. 
One that weith one caratte is of value Fanan ii which are abowt two marcels of fyluer. 
One of the weight of two carattes 
Of three carattes 
Of foure carattes 




Of fyue carattes 



Fanan 

Fanan 
Fanan 
Fanan 



carattes in alt perfection of coloure Fanan 



Of xiiii. carattes 

Of XV. carattes 

Of. xvi. carattes 

Ot xviii. carattes 

One that weith a mitigal, which is. vi. 

fanans and a quarter that is abowt 

xxiii. carattes 



Fanan 


V. 






Fanan 


X. 






Fanan 


XV. 






Fanan 


xviii. 










Fanan 


Clx. 






Fanan 


Clxxx. 






Fanan 


CC. 






Fanan 


CCL 



Fanan CCCI, 




fe 



Lykewyfe in the Ilande of Zeilam, is founde an other forte of Saphires which they caule Quinigelinam. Thefe 
are not fo ftronge, of darker colour and of much leffe value then are the other of the beft kynde, wherof one is 
woorth. xiii. of thefe of equall poife. Alfo in the kyngedome of Nariinga, in a mountayne aboue Bacanor and 
Mangalor, is founde an other fort of Saphires more tender and of woorfe colour, whiche they caule Cingano- 
lam. Thefe are fumwhat whyte and of fmauie value; So that the moft perfect of this kynde, weyinge. xx. 
carattes, is not woorth one ducate. Theyr colour is inclynynge fumwhat to yelowe. There is lykewyfe found 
an other kynde of Saphires vppon the fea coaaes of the kyngedome of Calicut, in a place named Capucar. 
Thefe the Indians caule Carahatonilam. They are of a darke afure coloure not (hynynge but in the cleare 
ayer. They are alfo tender and brickie, and of fmauie eftimation amonge the Indians. They feeme on the 
one fyde lyke glaffe. 

C Of Topafies. 

lie natural Topafies, growe in the Ilande of Zeilam, and are named of the Indians Furceragua. 
It is a harde and fine flone: and of equall eftimation with the Rubie and the Saphire, 
bycaufe all thefe three are of one kynd. The perfecte colour of this, is yelowe lyke vnto 
fine beaten golde. And if it bee perfect and cleane, whether it bee greate or lyttle, it is 
woorth in Calicut as much fine gold as it weyeth. But if it bee not perfect, it is woorth the 
weight of gold the fanan, which is leffe by the halfe. And if it bee in maner whyte, it is 
woorth much lefle. And of thefe, are fmauie diamundes counterfecte. 
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C Of Turquejfes 



HVrqueffes are founde in Exer a place of Siech Ifmael. Theyr mine is a diye earth that is 
founde vpon a black (lone, which the Moores take of in fmaule pieces, and carye them to 
the Iland of Orraus, from whenfe they are brought to dyuers partes of the worlde by fea 
and by lande. The Indians caule them Perqfe. They are foft flones, of fmaule weight and 
not much coulde. And to knowe that they are good and trewe, in the day they (hall appere 
of the verye colour of the Turqueffe; and in the nyght by the lyght, they (hall appere 
grcene. They that are not fo perfect, do not fo change their colour to the light. If thefe 
ilones bee cleane and of fine colour, they haue vndemeth in the bottome, a blacke ilone, vppon the which 
they growe, And if any lyttle vayne ryfe vppon the fayde (lone, it Ihalbe the better. And to knowe more 
certeynely that they are trewe Turqueffes, they put on the toppes of them a lyttle quicke lime tempered with 
water after the maner of an oyntment. So that if the quicke lime appere coloured, they are iudged perfecte, 
and are of value as foloweth. 




One that weith one caratte, is worth in 

Malabar. 
One of two carattes 
Of foure carattes 
Of vi. carattes 

Of greater then thefe they make none accompte bycaufe they are lyghter pieces a 
of the byggefl forte the Moores carie into the kyngedome of Guzerath. 





Of viii. carattes 


Fanan. xv. 


Of X. carattes 


Fanan xl. 


Of. xil, carattes 


Fanan xc. 


Of xiiii. carattes 


Fanan CI. 





Fanan CC. 
Fanan CCC. 
Fanan CCCCl, 
Fanan Dl. 

1 of greater circuite. '1 liefi' 



C Of lacinthes. 

Acinthes growe in the Ilande of Zeilam. They are tender (lones and yelowe. They are befl. 
that are of diepede colour. The greatell jiart of thefe, haue in them certeine pimples or 
buibuls whicl e diminifhe theyr fayreneffe. And they that are in theyr perfection cleane 
from this deformitie, are neuertheleffe of fmaule value. For in Calicut where they are 
i;cl)fihed they that wey one fanan are woorth no more then halfe a fanaiL And they of. 
\\m ianans are not worth.xvi. fanans. 

There are alfo founde other (lones lyke vnto cattes eyes, as Chrifolites, and Amethifles, 
whiche they doo not niuche edeeme bycaufe they are of fmaule value, as alfo the Ilones cauled Giagonze. 




C Of Smaragdes or Emeraldes. 

BMaragdes growe in the countrey of Babilon, where the Indians caule the fea Dieguan. They 
grow alfo in other partes of India, They are Hones of fayre greene colour, and are lyghl and 
tender. Of thefe (lones, many are conterfecte. But lookyng on them curioufly towarde the 
lyght, the contetfectes ftiewe certeyne burbuls, as dooth glafle. But in the trewe, there is no 
fuch feene. But rather there appeareth to the eye a certeyne verdour (hynynge lyke the 
beames of the foonne. And beinge rubbed vppon the touche (lone, they leaue the coloure 
of copper. And the Smaiagde of this forte is the bed and mod trewe : And is in value in 
Calicut, as muche as a diamunde and fumwhat more: And this not by weyght, but by greateneffe, bycaufe the 
diamunde quantitie for quantitie, is of greater weyght then the Smaragde. Ther is lykewyfe founde an other 
kyndc of Smaragdes, whiche are greene dones, but not fo much edecmed. Neuertheleffe, the Indians referue 
thefe to fet them foorth with other precious dones. They leaue not any greene coloure vppon the touche. 
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II Of dyvers kyndes of Spices, where they grow, 

WHAT they are WOORTH IN CaLICUT, AND WHITHER 
THEY ARE CARIED FROM THENSE. 



C OfPeppe; 




\ ifte m all the kyngedome of Ma! b 
euery CC. [two hundred] B h f 
iinan (as I haue fayde) bei g n 
marcell of fylui 



and Calicut pepper groweth : and is fould in Calicut by 

fo CCxxx. [two hundred and thirty] fanans, euery 

I ne ryall of plate of Spayne : which is as muche as 

eith foure cantares of tlie owld weight of Portu- 



gale, by the whiche they f 11 all fp n Lifbona. Cantar, is in Venece. Cxii. [or 

hundred and twelue] pound v, j^h f the grofe pounde (beinge, xviii. vnces) and of the 
lubt>!e pounde. C. Ixxviii. [one hundred and feuenty-eight] So that the fayde. 712. poundes 
of Venece fubtile, wyl coft abowt. xx. frenche crownes of golde : which amount to abowt two Marcke/H (vHiAi^ 
make one peny) the pounde. They pay alfo to the kyug of Calicut for cuftonie, xii. fanans euery Bahar by the 
lode. They that bye them, are accuflonied to brynge them to Cambaia, Perfia, Aden, and Mecha, and from 
thenfe to Alcayre and Alexandria. Nowe they pay cuftome to the kynge of Portugale after the rate of. 6562. 
Maruedies the Bahar, rfiiicli are. 193. fanans. Maruedies are Spanyihe coynes wherof. vi. go to a peny. This 
doo they partly bycaufe there arryueth no more fo greate diuerfitie of marchantes to bye them, and partly by 
the agreement which the fayde kynge of Portugale made with thofe kynges, and the Moores, and marchauntes 
of the countrey of Malabar. 

Much pepper groweth lykewyfe in the Ilande of Sumatra nere vnto Malaca, which is fayrer and bygger then 
that of Malabar, but not fo good and llronge. This is brought from Bengala to China, and fumme parte to 
Mecha, priuilie and by ftelth, vnwares to the Portugales which wolde not otherwyfe fuffer them to paffe. It is 
woorth in Sumatra, from, iiii, C. [four hundred] vnto. vii. C. [feuen hundred] marauedis the cantar of Portugale, 
of the newe weight. And frorae the newe to the owlde weight in Portugale, the difference is, twoo vnces in the 
pounde weight For the owlde pounde confiileth of xiiii. vnces, and the newe pounde of. xvi. vnces. 




C Of Clones. 



oues growe in the Ilandes of Molucca, from whenfe they are brought to Malacha, and then 
to Calicut and the countrey of Malabar. They are woorth in Calicut euery bahar (which is. 
712. poundes of the fubtyle pound of Venece) from. 500. to. 600. fanans (which are abowte 
fyftie frenche crownes,) which are in value abowte. xii. niarchetti the pounde weight. And 
beinge cleane from ilalkes and hulkes are in value 700 fanans. To cary theym frome thenfe 
into other regions, they paye for pafporte. xviii. fanans the bahar, which is woorth in 
Malacca from. x. to. xiiii. ducades accordynge to the rate and cuflome of the marchauntes. 



C Of Cinamome. 




Inamome of the befl fort, groweth in the Ilande of Zeilam : and in the countrey of Malabar, 
growethe the woorfl That of the befle kynde, is of fmaule price in Zeilam. But in Calicut 
(if it bee choife and frelhe), it is woorth CCC. [three hundred] fanans the bahar, whiche are 
abowte fine marchetti the pounde. 
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C Of Ginger cauled Beledi. 




linger Beledi, groweth on euery fyde abowte Calicut from fyxe to nine myles : And is woorth 
the bahar. xl. fanans, and fumtymes fiftie, whiche is leffe then one marchetto the pounde. 

They brynge it from the mountaynes and owt of the contrey to the citie, where they fell 
it by retayle to the Indian marchauntes, who gather it togither in greate quantitie and kepe 
it to fuch tyme as the Moores Ihyppes arryue there, to whom they fell it, by the price of. 
xc. [ninety] fanans, to Cx. [one hundred and ten] whiche is leffe then two marchetti the 
pound, bycaufe the weight is greater. 



C Of Ginger Mechino, 




Inger Mechino groweth, begynnynge from the mountayne of Deli, vnto Canonor. It is fmaule, 
and not fo whyte nor fo good as the other. It is woorthe the bahar in Cananor, abowt. Ix. 
fanans whiche is abowte one marchetto the pounde. They pay for the bahar fyxe fanans 
in money for the cuilome. It is fould vnclenfed or vnpurged. 



•[ Of greene Ginger in conferues. 



N Bengala is foiinde greate plentie of Ginger Beledi, of the whiche they make muche Ginger in 
conferues with fuger, and carie it in Hone pots from Martabani to bee fould in the countrcj' 
of Malabar. And is woorth the farazuola (which is. xxii, poundes and fyxe vnces) after the 
rate of. xiiii. xv. or. xvi. fanans. 

That that is frefiie and made in conferues, is woorth in Calicut, xxv. fanans the farazuola, 
bycaufe fuger is dere there. Greene ginger to put in conferues, is woorth in Calicut three 
quarters of one fanan the farazuola, which is abowte twoo poundes for one marchetto. 




C Of the apothecaries drugges : And of what price 
they are in Calicut and Malabar. 

JiAcca of Martabani, if it bee of the belle, is woorth the farazuola, which is. xxii. pounde weyght 
and fyxe vnces of Portugale after, xvi. vnces the pounde {whiche is abowte. xl. pounde 
weyght of the fubtyle pounde of Venece) And is in value, xviii. fanans : whiche are. xviii. 
marcels of filuer. For one fanan, is in value abowte one marcell of fyluer, 
Lacca of the contrey, is woorth the farazuola Fanan xii. 

Borace that is good and in great pieces is woorthe the farazuola. Fanan. xxx. to. xl. and 1. 
Camphire that is groffe in cakes, is woorth the farazuola Fanan. Ixx. to. Ixxx 

Camphire to annoynt Idoles, * » » 

Camphire for theyr chyldren to eate, is woorth the mytigal. Fanan iii. 

Aguila is woorth the farazuola Fanan. ccc to. cccc. 

Lignum aloe, blacke, heauy, and fine, is woorth Fanan. M. 

Mulke of the beft is woorth the vnce Fanan xxxvi. 

Beniamin of the belle, is woorth the farazuola Fanan Ixv. 

Tamarind! being newe, are woorth the farazuola Fanan, iiii. 

Calamus aromaticus, the farazuola Fanan xii. 

Endego to dye filke, trewe and good, the farazuola Fanan. xxx 

Mirre, the farazuola. I'anan xviii. to. xx. 

Frankenfence good and in graynes, is woorth the farazuola Fanan xv. 

Frankenfence in paile of the bafeil forte, the faraz[uola], Fanan. iii. 

Ambracan or amber greefe that is good, is woorthe the metical Fanan ii. to, iii. 
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Mirabolanes in conferue of fuger, the faraz[uol3]. 

Caffia, frefhe and good, the faiazuola. 

Redde Sanders, the farazuoU 

Whyte Sanders and citrine, whiche growe in the Ilande of Timor, the farazuola 

Spikenarde, freflie and good, the faraz[uola]. 

Nutte megges, whiche coome frame the Ilande of Bandan where the bahar is woorth 

from. viii. to. x. fanans, {which importe, vi. poundes weight to the marchetto) 

are woorthe in Calicut, the faraz[uola]. 
Mace which is brought from the Ilande of Bandan where the Bahar is woorth fiftie 

fanans (which import abowt one marchetto the pounde) are woorth in Calicut 

the farazuola. 
Turbithes, are woorth the farazuola 

Woorme feede of the beft kynde, cauled Scmenzina, is woorthe the farazuola, 
Zerumba, the farazuola 
Zedoaria, the farazuola 
Gumme Serapine, the farazuola 
Aloe cicotrine, the farazuola 
Cardamome in graynes, the farazuola 
Reubarbegrowethabundantly in the countrey of Malabar: And that which commeth 

from China by Malacha, is worth the farazuola 
Mirabolani embtici, the farazuola 
Mirabolani belirici, the farazuola 
Mirabolani citrini and chebuli, which are al of one fort. 
Mirabolani Indi, which are of the fame citrine trees 
Tutia, the farazuola 
Cububes which growe in the Ilande of laua or Giaua, are there of fmaule price, and 

fould by meafure withowt weight 
Opium which is browght from the citie of Aden where it is made, is woorth in 

Calicut the faraz[uola]. 
Opium of an other fort which is made in Cambaia is woorth the farazuola. 



C Of the loeyghtes of Portugale and India : And howe they 

He pound of the owld weight, conteyneth. xiiii. vnces. The pound of the newe weight con- 
teyneth. xvi. vnces. viii. cantares of the owlde weyght, make. vii. of the newe. And euery 
newe cantare, is of. C, xxviii. [one hundred and twenty-eight] poundes after. xvL vnces to 
the pounde 

Euery owlde cantare, conteyneth three quarters and a halfe of the newe cantar : And is 
of C. xxviii. [one hundred and twenty-eight] poundes, after, xilii. vnces the pounde. 

One farazuola, is. xxii. poundes of. xiiii. vnces, and vi. vnces more, with two iifte partes. 
Twentie farazuoles, are one Bahar. 

One bahar is. iiii. cantares of the owld weight of Portugale. All the Spices and drugges, and all fuche 
other thinges as coome from India, are fould in Portugale by the owld weight and all the refle by the newe 
weyght. 

C Hereby may we well confider that as we owght to reioyfe and gyue god thankes 
for the abundaunce of al thefe thynges which he caufeth the earth fo plentifully to brynge 
foorth to owre vfe, lb may we lament th[e]abufe of men whofe couetoufneffe caufeth 
great dearth and fcarfeneffe in the myddeft of abundance : herein no leffe offendyng the 
lawe of nature then doo fuch as by wychcrafte intermingle poyfon with thynges created 
for the health of man, or by inchauntment corrupt the feedes in the ground ; ye rather as 
the unnatural mother who deftroyeth the chylde whom (he hath longe nuryfhed. 
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[Two Notes added by Eden, apparently to fill up the Leaf.] 




tfPs, Of the Dooues of the Ilande of Madera. 

Adamuftus wryteth, that before the Portugales came to this Ilande, it was ouei^owen 
with trees and vnhabited. Yet were there many beailes, and great plentie of dooues which 
were vtterly without feare of men bycaufe they had neuer feene any men before, nor yet 
were accuilomed to bee put in feare. In fo much that they {lode (lyl whyle fnares were 
put abowte theyr neckes with longe rods and poles. The which thynge he fayth he hath 
alfo feene in other Ilandes. There are many ryche men in this Ilande, and great abun- 
daunce of flelhe, bycaufe the hole Ilande is in maner one gardeyne. 




C Of the Ilande of faynt Thomas vnder the Equinoctiall line 

ilHe chiefeft occupacion and liuynge of th[e]inhabitauntes of this Ilande, is the makynge of 
fuger, which they fell yearely to the (hyppes that coomme for it owt of Spayne and Porta- 
gale laden with buttes of meale and floure, alfo wyne, oyle, cheefe, lether, fwoordes, cuppes 
of glaffe, beades, certcyne fcaruels of the fine whyte earthe cauled Porcellana, of the which 
are made the earthen dyflhes of the woorke of Maiolica. And if it were not that fuch 
vyttayles and prouifions were brought them owt of Spaine and Portugale, the whyte mar- 
chauntes which dwell in that Ilande (perteynynge to the dominion of the kinge of Portugale) 
Ihulde not bee able to lyue there, forafmuch as they are not acoillomed to cflte fuch meates as doo the Ethi- 
opians or Negros. And therfore the Portugales whiche inhabite diis Ilande, haue certeyne blacke flaues of 
Guinea Benin and Manicongo, which they fet to tyll and laboure the grounde and make fuger. Amonge thefe 
whyte inhabitauntes, there are many ryche men which haue. igo. or. 200. and fum. 300. blacke flaues of men 
and women to tyll the grounde and doo other laborious woorkes. This Ilande was difcouered foure fcore yeares 
fence by the nauigations of the Portugales and was vnknowen to the owlde wryters. It lyeth in the greate 
gouife of Affrike in the. 30. degree of longitude from the Wea to the Eaft, and is in maner rounde. It is of 
largeneffe from fide to fyde. Ix. Italian myles, (that is to fay) one degree. The horizontal line of the Hand, 
paffeth by the two poles, Artike and Antartyke : and hath euer the day equall with the nyght without any fenfi- 
ble difference, whether the fon bee in Cancer or in Capricorne. The ftarre of the pole Artike, is there inuifible : 
But the wardens are feene fumwhat to moue about : And the ftarres cauled the Crofle, are feene very hyghe. 
Of this Ilande with the other landes and Ilandes lyinge betwene Portugale and the fame, a certeyne pylotte of 
Portugale hath wrytten a goodly vyage to Conte Rimondo. 
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C THE DEBATE AND STRYFE 

BETWENE THE SPANYARDES AND PORTUGALES, 

for the diuifion of the Indies and the trade of Spices \ and 

alfo for the Hands of Molucca, which fum caule 

Malucas. Wrytten in the Spanyfhe toonge by 

Francisco Lopez de Gomara. 




He[e]mperours maiellie was verye gladde that the Malucas and 
Hands of the fpicery were difcouered : and that he myght paffe 
vnto them through his owne countreys withowt any preiudice or 
hurte to the Portugales r And bycaufe alfo that Almaozor, Luztu, 
and Corala which were the lordes of the fpicerie, fhewed them 
felues to bee his frendes and became tributaries to hym. He 
alfo gaue certeyne gyftes and rewardes to lohn Sebaftian for his 
great paynes and good feruice, forafmuch as he craued a rewarde 
^^ mzrvr 'j*:»-*"r¥ hm - a ^°'' ^^ ^'"^'^ newes that the Ilandes of the Malucas and other 
i L^K^^^^jt^S'fftky Jy i Ilandes r>-cher and greater then they, were found to bee in 
llfl^^VgSgmlKgpjy^y^f , his part of thofe countreys which perteyned vnto hym accord- 
" '^* Wit75fB?Sfc(^ Mm e yngg to the popes bull. And hereby it came to paffe that 

there was great contention and flrife betwene the Spanyardes 
and the Portugales abowte the fpicerie and the diuifion of the 
Indies by reafon of the retume of lohn Sebaftian and th[e]in- 
formation whiche he gaue therof. Who aifo affirmed that 
the Portugales had neuer any enteraunce before that tyme 
into thofe Handes. Here vppon, the counfayle for the Indies, aduertifed Th[e]empeTOure to maynteine his 
fieete for thofe partes, and to take the trade of fpices into his owne hand, forafmuch as it was his owne of 
dewtie, afweli for that thofe Ilandes fell on his parte, as alfo that he had nowe founde paffage and waye through 
his weft Indies into thofe regions. And finally to confyder that he (hulde thereby obteyne and gette to him 
felfe greate reuenues befyde th[e]inrychynge of his fubiectes and realmes, and that with fmaule coafte and 
charge. The[e]emperoure beinge thus aduertifed of the truth, tooke it for good counfayle, and comraaunded 
all thynges hereunto apperteynynge to bee fumyfdied accordyngely. In this meane tyme, when kynge lohn of 
Portugale had knowleage what th[e]emperour determyned to doo, and the fpeedy haft his counfayle made for 
the performance herof, and of the commynge home of lohn Sebaftian of Cane, with th[e]information he made, 
what of ftoutneffe of mynde and what for greefe, was puffed vp with anger as were alfo the rede of the Portu- 
gales, ftormynge as thowgh they wolde haue plucked downe the (kye with their handes, not a lyttle fearynge 
leafte they (hulde lofe the trade of fpices, if the Spanyardes fiiulde once put in theyr foote. 'Whervppon the 
kynge immediatly made fupplication to Th[e]emperoure, not to fet forwarde any ftiyppes vntyll it were deter- 
myned to whether of theym thofe Ilandes fhulde belonge : And that he wolde not fo muche endomage hym as to 
caufe him to liefe the trade of fpices which was fo commodious and profitable to hym. And finally to auoyde 
th[e]occafion of murther and bludflied whiche were lyke to enfue thereof, yf the Spanyardes and Portugales 
ftiyppes ftiulde meete togyther. Th[e]emperoure althowghe he kncwe that aU this was but to make delays and 
prolongynge of tyme, yet was he gladde to haue it tryed by iuftice for the better iuftification of his caufe and 
ryght. In fine, both parties were agreed to appoynt lerned men, Cofmographers and Pylots which fliulde 
determine the controuerfie betwene them: promyfynge on bothe parties to abyde and ftande to the fentence 
and determination nude by thofe perfons appoynted and fwome to iudge indifferentely. 
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C The repariicion and dinifion af ihe Indies and newe worlde betwene 
the Spanyardes and the Portugales. 

His matter concernyng the trade of fpices and the newe worlde of the Indies, by reafon of the 
greate ryches therof was of greate importaunce and very difficultie to bee limitted and 
and drawen foorth by lines. By reafon wherof, it was neceflarie and conuenient to feeke 
wyfe and woorihypful men expert in nauigations, in Cofmographie, and the mathcmaticall 
fciences. Th[e]enip[e]rouTe for his fyde, chofe and named for iudges of the poITeffion, the 
licentiate Acuna, one of the kynges confayle. Alfo the licentiate Barrientos of the counfayle 
of the orders : The licentiate Petro Manuel auditour of the courte of the Chauncerie in 
Valladolith. For iudges of the propertie, he chofe Don Fernando Colono the foonne of Chriilopher Colonus : 
Alfo doctor Sancho Salaya, Peter Ruiz of VlUegas, fryre Thomas Duran, Simon of Alcazaua, and lohn 
Sebailian of Cano. His aduocate and atturaey, he made the licentiate lohn Rodriguez of Pifa: and for his 
fyfcal doctor Ribera, and his fecretarie, Barthalome Ruiz of Caftaneda. He alfo apoynted that Sebaflian 
Cabote, Steuen Gomes, N^unnio Garcia, Diego Riuero, being al expert pilots and cunning in making cardes 
for the fea, fhuld be prefent, and brynge foorth theyr globes and mappes with other inflruraentes neceffarie to 
declare the fituation of the Ilandes of the Malucas abowt the which was al the contention and ilryfe. But 
order was taken that they fhulde fhewe theyr myndes on neyther fyde, nor enter into the coompany of the other 
but when they were cauled. Al thefe and diuers other, wente togyther to a towne cauled Badaioz : and as many 
Portugales came to Elbes, or rather more. For they browght with them two fifcals and two aduocates. The 
principall of theym, was the licentiate Antonie de Affeuedo, Diego Lopes of Sequeyra the clarke of the weightes 
and receptes, who had before byn gouernour in India. Alfo Peralfonfo of Melo, clerke : Simon of Tauira, with 
dyuers other whofe names I knowe not. Before they mette togyther, the one parte remaynynge at Badaioi and 
the other in Elbes, there was much a doo amonge them beefore they coulde agree vppon the place where they 
Ihulde mete and who fliuld fpeke fyrile. For the Portugales doo greatly weighe fuche circumflances. At the 
lafl., they concluded to meete togyther at Caya a lyttle ryuer which diuideth Caflile from Portugale, (landynge 
in the myddc way betwene Badaioz and Elbes, And when they were affembled togyther one day at Badaioz 
and an other daye at Elbes and faluted the one the other, bothe parties were fworne that they fhulde proceade 
and fpeake accordynge to truth, iullice, and equitie. The Portugales refufed Simon de Alcazaua becaufe he 
was a Portugale: and fryer Thomas Duran bycaufe he had fumetyrae byn preacher to theyr kynge: So that 
Simon was by confent put owte of the coompany, in whofe roome was placed mailer Antonie of Alcaraz. Yet 
fell they -not to reafonynge the matter vntyO the fryer was put owt. They were manye clayes in beholdynge 
globes, mappes, and cardes of the fca, and hearynge what myght bee fayde, both fydes alleagynge for the right 
which they pretended. But the Portugales ilandynge in vayne contention, fayde very angerly the Ilandes of 
Maluca whereuppon theyr meetynge and refonynge was at that prefcnte, fell of theyr parte and was of theyr 
conquefl. And that they both had byn there, and had them in theyr poffeffo tefore lohn Sebaftian had euer 
feene them. Lykewyfe that the line Ihulde bee drawen from the Ilande of Bo a fl, or the Iland cauled de 
la Sal, which are the moH Eaflerly Ilandes from Cabouerde, and not from tl e Ilande of Santanton or faynt 
Antonie, which lyeth towarde the Weft, and are. Ixxxx. leaques the one f om tl e other Al this was no more 
but to contend: and the other of the Malucas, is vntrewe. But they that ha e a na ^htie matter muft fet it 
foorth with woordes and brabelynge. Here they founde howc grea ly th ) ere deceaued in that they 
demaunded that the line fliulde bee drawen three hundreth. Ixx. leaques more to the Weft from the Ilandes of 
Cabouerde (as appeareth hereafter) and not one hundreth accordyng to th[e]aflignement of the popes bul. The 
Spanyardes on the contrary parte affirmed and made demonftration, that not only the Ilandes of Bumey, 
Gilolo, Zubut, and Tidore, with the other Ilandes of the Malucas. But afwell Samatra, Malacha, and a great 
parte of China, (huld belonge to the Caftilians: and that thofe countreys fell on theyr fyde and on the parte of 
theyr conqueft: Alfo that Magallanes and lohn Sebaftian were the fyrfte Chrlftian men that founde them and 
obteyned them for Th[e]emperour, as the letters and prefentes of Almanzor doo feftifie. And although the 
Portugales had byn there fytfte, yet wente they thyther after the donation of the pope: neyther got they any 
ryght or iufle tytle thereby. For althowgh they fhulde drawe the line by Buena Vifta, what inconuenience 
ftiulde folowe thereof, fith afwell by the one way as the other, the Ilandes of the Malucas muft perteyne to the 
Caftilians; yea and moreoucr, the Ilandes of Cabo verde Ihulde alfo perteine to the Caftilians, forfomuch as 
drawynge the line by Buena Vifta, the Ilandes of the Malucas doo remayne within the line on the Emperours 
fyde. They continued in thefe controuerfies for the fpace of two moonethes without anye refolution or ende 
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made. For the Portugales prolonged and put of the matter, flying from the fentence with cauillations and could 
realbns to th[e]ende that they myght diffolue that affemble without any conclufioo or determination : for fo it 
floode them vppon. The Caflilians which were the ludges of Che propertie, drewe a line in the great globe three 
hundreth and. Ixx. [feuenty] leaques from faynt Antonies Iknde, lyinge by Welle Cabo Verde accordynge to the 
intreatie and determination whiche was agreed vppon betwene the Catholike princes and the kynge of Portngale. 
Thefe fudges gaue fentence vppon this matter, caulynge the contrary parte before them vpon the bridge of 
Caya in the yeare. 1524. The Portugales coulde neyther diflurbe or deferre the fentence, nor yet wolde they 
alowe it to bee iuil and accordynge to lyght: Sayinge that there was not fufficient procelTe made that they 
fhulde paffe to the gyuynge of fentence. And fo departed threatenyng to fiey the Caflilians as many as they 
fliulde fynde in the Ilandes of the Malucas. For they knewe ryght well that heyr contreymen the Portugales had 
alredy taken the fhyppe cauled the Trinitie and had alfo taken the Caflihans in Tidore. Then alfo departed 
owre men, takynge theyr iorney to the courte gyuynge vp to Th[e]emperour all theyr wrytynges and declaration 
what they had doone. And accordynge to this declaration muH bee figned and marked all globes and mappes 
which good Cofmographers and mafters doo make. The line alfo of the reparticion and lafl diuifion of the 
newe world of the Indies, ought to paffe {lyttle more or leffe) by the poyntes of Humos and Buen Abrigo, as I 
haue fayde in an other place. And thus ihall it appeare euidently that the Ilandes of Spices, and alfo the greate 
Jlande of Zamotra, do pcrteyne to Callile. But the lande of Brafile perteyneth to the kynge of Portugale where 
the cape of faynt Augudine is, beinge. viii. degrees beneth the Equinoctiall. This lande reacheth from the 
poynte of Humos to the poynte of Buen Abrigo: and is in lengthe North and South, viii. hundreth leaques. 
Beinge alfo fum way two hundreth leaques Eaft and Wed. 

And hereafter thefe ferious matters, wee wyll rehearfe one mery thynge, which was this. It fo chaunced 
that as Frances de Melo, Diego Lopes of Sequeyra, and other of thofe Portugales of this affemble, walked by 
the ryuer fyde of Guadiana, a lyttle boy who floode keepynge his mothers clothes which the had waflied, 
demaunded of theym whether they were thofe men that parted the world with T]][e]emperour And as they 
anfwered, yea: he tooke vp his Ihert and fhewed them his bare arfe, fayinge: Coomme and drawe yowre line 
here throughe the myddefL Which layinge was afterwarde in euery mans mouth and laughed at in the towne 
of Badaioz: yea euen amonge the comraiffioners them felues, of whom fum were angry, and fumme maruayled 
at the fayinge of the chylde. 
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C The caufe and antoritie wherby they diuided the Indies. 

He Caflilians and Portugales had longe debated and reafoned abowt the golde myne of Guinea 
which was found in the yeare of owre lorde 1471, in the tyme of the reigne of Don Alonfo 
Kynge of Portugale the firfte of that name. This was a matter of greate iraportaunce. For 
the negros or blacke Moores, for thynges of no value, gaue golde by hole handefuls whyche 
was at that tyme when the fayde Kynge of Portugale pretended title and clayme to the 
kingedome of Caflile in the right of his wyfe Queene lohn (cauled the excellent) ageynfle 
the Calhohke princes Ifabel and Don Fernando whofe it was in deede. But that Hryfe was 
ended as fone as Don Fernando had vanquiflhed Don Alonfo at a place cauled Temulos not farre from Toro, 
which place* Don Fernando chofe rather to make warre ageinfl the Moores of Granada, then to bye and fell 
with the blacke Moores of Guinea. And thus the Portugales remained with the conqueil of Affryke from the 
flreightes forwarde : whiche began where the infante ,of Portugale Don Henrique (fonne to kynge lohn the 
baflarde and mafler of Auis) dyd begynne to enlarge it. When pope Alexander the. vi. (beinge a valentinian 
borne) had knowleage hereof, he mynded to gyue the Indies to the kinges of Caflile withowt any preiudice to 
the Portugales who had conquered the fea coafles of Affryke. Thefe Indies, the pope gaue of his owne mynde 
withowte the motion of anye other, with this burden and charge that they fhulde conuert the IdoJatours to the 
faythe of Chryfle : And commaunded a line or meridian to bee drawen Northe and fouth from one hundreth 
leaques Weftwarde beyond one of the Ilandes of Cabo Verde towarde the Wefte, bycaufe the Spanyardes fhukle 
not meddle in Affryke perteynynge to the conquefl of the Portugaies, to th[e]auoydynge of all llrjfe betwene 
them. Kynge John of Portugale, the feconde of that name, was greatly offended when he redde the bull and 
donation of the pope, allhowgh his owne ambafiadours had made the felfe fame requefl vnto his holyneffe. He 
alfo found hym felfe agreeued with the Catholyke princes Ifabell and Fernando, that they had fhortened the 
courfe of the landes he had difcouered, depriuynge hym of the rycheffe which belonged to hym. And therfore 
refufed to ilande to the popes bull in this cafe: defyrynge the Catholyke princes Ifabell and Fernando to graunt 
him three hundreth leaques more to the Wefle, befyde the one hundreth which they had graunted before ; and 
therwith fent his fhyppes to kepe the coafles of Affryke. The princes Catholyke were content to fatiffie his 
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mynde and to pleafe hym accordynge to theyr gentle nature and for the aliance that was betwene thcym : And in 
fine, with the confent and agreement of the pope, graunted twoo hundreth. Ixx, [feuenty] leaques more then the 
bull made mention of : At Tordefillas the. vii. day of lune, in the yeare ofowrlord 1494- And wheras owt kynges 
thought that they ihulde haue lofl. grounde in jrauntynge fo many leaques that way, they woonne by that meanes 
the riandes of the Malucas with many other lyche llandes. The kynge of Portugale alfo, herein doceaued him felfe 
or was deceaued of his whom he put in truil, hauynge no certeyne knowleage of the fituation of the llandes of the 
riche Spicery in demaundyng that which the kynge dyd demaunde. For it hadde byn better for hym to liaue 
requeued the three hundreth and. Ixx. leaques rather Eallwarde from the llandes of Cabo Verde then towarde 
the weft. And yet for all that, I doubte whether the Malucas fliulde haue faulen within his conqueft accordynge 
to the ordinarie accoumpte and dimenfion which the pylotes and Cofmographers doo make. And after this 
maner they diuided the Indies betwene them by th[e]autoritie of the pope for the auoydyiige of further flryfe 
and contention. 

^ Howe and by what occafion Th\e\emPerotire layde the llandes of 
the Malucas to pledge to the kynge of Portugale. 

Hen the kynge of Portugale Don luan the thyrde of that name, had knowleage that the Cofmo- 
graphers and pylottes of Caftiie hadde drawen the line from the place before named, and that 
he could not denye the truth, fearing alfo therby to liefe the trade of Spices, made futc and 
requell to Th[e]emperoiire that he ihulde not fend furth Loaifu nor Sebaftian Cabote to the 
Malucas, and that the Callilians fhulde not attempte the trade of fpices nor fee fuch euyls 
and miferies as his capitaynes had Ihewed in thofe llandes to them that aduentured that 
viage with Magalanes. Which thynge he greatly couered, although he payde all the charges 
of tliofe two fleetes, and made other great bargens. In the meane tyme, Th[e]cmperoure maryed the Lady 
Ifabell fyller to kynge lohn : and kynge lohn maryed the lady Catharine fyfter to Th[e]emperour : whereby this 
matter waxed coulde althoughe the kynge ceafed not to fpeake hereof, euer mouynge the particion. Th[e]em- 
perour by the meanes of a certeine Bifcaine that was with Magallanes in the gouetnours fiiyppe, had knowleage 
what the Portugales had doone to the Caftilians in the Hand of Tidore, wherof he took great difpleafure, and 
brought the faydc maryner face to face before th[e]ambaffadours of Portugale, who denyed all tliat he fayde, one 
of them beinge the chiefe capitayne and gouernour of India when the Portugales tooke the Caftilians in Tidore 
and robbed them of theyr Cloues and Cinamome and fuch other thynges as they had in the ftiyppe named the 
Trinitie. But as the kynge of Portugales trade was greate, and owre neceflitie greater, in the meane tyme Th[e]- 
emperoure (who was nowe goinge into Italie to bee crowned in the yeare. 1529) gagied the Malucas and the 
fpicerie to the kynge of Portugale for three hundreth and fiftie thoufande ducades withowt any tyme determyned 
otherwyfe then the controuerfie was defined vppon the brydge of the ryucr of Caya : for the which thynge, kynge 
lohn punyfhed the licentiate Azeuedo bycaufe he payde the money withowt declaration of the time. The coueuaunt 
of the pledge was blyndely made and greatly ageynft the myndes of the Caftilians, as men that wel vnderftode the 
profite, commoditie, and rycheffe of that trade : Affirmynge that the trade of fpices myght haue byn rented for one 
yeare or for two, for fyxe tymes as much as the kinge gaue for it. Peter Ruiz of Villegas who was twyfe cauled 
to the bargeyne, as once at Granada and an other tyme at Madrid, fayde that it had byn muche better to haue 
pledged Eftremadura or Serena, or other greater landes and cities, rather then the Malucas, Zamatra, or Malaca, 
or other riche landes and ryuers in the Eafte not yet well knowen : forafmuche as it maye fo chaunce, 
that eyther by continuaunce of tyme, or aliance, the pledge myght bee foigotten as thowgh it perteyned 
to the ryght of Portugale. In fine, Th[e]emperour confidered not the iewel that he pledged, nor the kyng 
what he receaued. Th[c]emperour was often tymes counlayled to releafe the pledge of thofe liandes in 
confidcration of the great vantage he myght haue therby in fewe yeares. Furthermore, in the yeare. 1548. 
the procuratoures of Cortes being in Valladolid, made peticion to Th[e]emperour to furrender the fpicerie 
to the kyngedoome of Caftile for. vi yeares, and that they wold repay to the kyng of Portugale his. 350. thou- 
fand crownes, and after thofe yeares, rcftore the trade to the crowne, that his maieftie myght inioye the fame as 
was agreed at the begynnynge. But Th[e]emperour beinge then in Flaunders, fente woorde to the counfayle 
that they fliulde not affent to Cortes his requeft, nor fpeake any more hereof. Wherat, fum marueyled, other 
were fory, and all held theyr peace. 
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C OF THE POLE ANTARTIKE AND THE 

STARRES ABOWT THE SAME AND OF THE 

QUALITIE OF THE REGIONS AND DISPOSITION OF 

the Elementes abowt the Equinoctial! line. 

Alfo certeyne fecreates touchyng 

the arte of faylynge. 




Mericus Vefputius in the Summarie of his vyages, 
wryteth in this inaner as foloweth. 

Departynge from Lilbona (commonlye cauled Lufheburne) 
the, viii. day of May, in the yeare. 1501. we fayled fyrfl to the 
Ilandes of Canarie and from thenfe to Capouerde which the 
P^thiopians or blacke Moorcs caule Bifineghe, beinge. xiiii. 
degrees on this fyde the Equinoctiall line. From whenfe 
directynge owre courfe towarde the South pole by the South- 
weft, we fawe no more land for the fpace of three moonethes 
and three dayes. Of whiche tyme durynge. xl. [forty] dayes, 
we had cruell fortune : In fo muche that for that fpace, the 
heauen in maner neuer ceafed thunderyng, rorynge, and 
lyghtenynge with terrible noyfe, and fearefuU fyghtes of fyery 
exhalations flyinge abowt in the ayer, and in manet continuall 
Oiowers of rayne with darke clowdes couerynge the heauen in fuch 
forte that afwell in the day as in the nyght we coulde fee none 
" " " " " "if lyk f 

h p ff n 

Th 1 d h h 
J by f n f h 
b>n ft > F 
by (k 11 h 



h I 
n p rt ynyng 



othenvyfe but as when the moone giueth no lyght by reafo 

vnquieted with furgies and moofters. After thefe greuo d Idy plfdgd 

owr liues. For wee fuddenly efpied land wherby we rec d f] d ft |, h 

founde, is from Capo Verde. 700. leaques, although I fuj p f h yl d m In 

cruel tempeft and ignoraimce of the Pylottes and marine b k h 

wee were in fuche daungerous places wanderynge ink ft hflhd 

fcience of Cofmographie we had fueriy peryfhed, forafm 1 as tl as P>1 

were by the fpace of fiftie leaques. In fo much that iflhdn j p jddf 

owne lyfe and thera that were with me, with my quaflra nd A1 b ft f 

ftyl wandered lyke blynde men. But when in fine I had p f d d h pyl by d m 

to that arte, they gaue mc great honour and confeffed hi iarpl d n gnnn 

Cofmographi, are not to bee compared to men of fpecul k 1 g 

Wee iayled by the coafie of the fayde lande. 600. 1 Ad f > 1 d h 

frendely and honorably interteyned of th[e]inhabitaunte If hh fljghyr 

we fumtymes remayned with them. xv. or. xx. dayes. Th fim 1 d b^ hbynd h Eq n 1 

line. viii. degrees towarde the pole Antartike. Wee fayl dff byth d flh piTdh 

wynter Tropyke towarde the pole Antartike by xvii. de d 1 If 1 h d h H 1 

eleuate fiftie degrees. Such thynges as I fawe there, aryk mf y hppi 

theyr cuftomes and maners, the fertilitie of the lande, the goodnes of the ayer, the fauourable influence of 
heauen and the pianettes, and efpecially the order of the ftarres of the eyght fphere in the inferioure hemifpherie 
or lower halfe circle of heauen towarde and abowt the South pole, wherof neyther the owlde or newe wryters 
haue made any mention to this daye. 
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To iiTyte particularly of the commodities and felicities of thefe regions, it wolde requyre rather a hole 
volume then a booke : And that fuch, as if Plinic had had knowleage of thefe thynges, he myght greatly haue 
increafed his bookes of natural! hiftories. The trees gyue from them continually fuch fweete fauours as can 
fcarfely bee imagined : And on euery part put furth fuch gummes, liquours, and iufes, tliat yf we knewe theyr 
vertues, I fuppofe we myght fynde in them marueylous medicins ageinft difeafes and to mainteyne health. And 
fuerly in my opinion, yf there bee any earthely Paradyfe in the worlde, it can not bee farre from thefe regions 
of the fouth, where the heauen is fo beneficial! and the elementes fo temperate that they are neyther bytten 
with coulde in wynter, nor molefted with heate in fummer. The ayer alfo and the heauen is feldome darkened 
with clowdes, fo that the dayes and nyghtes are euer cleare. Yet haue they fumtymes moyft. dewes in the 
momynge and euenyng for the fpace of three houres, whereby the grounde is marueyloufly refrefthed. Lyke 
wyfe the firmament is marueyloufly adourned with certeyne flarres which are not knowen to vs, ivherof I noted 
abowt. XX. to bee of fuche cleareneffe as are the flarres of Venus and lupiter when they are nere vnto vs. Ami 
wheras hauynge the knowleage of Geometrie, I confidcred theyr circuite and dyuers motions, and alfo meafured 
theyr circumference and diameter, I am well affured that they are much greater then men thynke them to bee. 
Amonge other, I fawe three llarres cauled Canopi, wherof two were exceadynge cleare, and the thyrde fumwhat 
darke. The pole Antartike hath nother the greate beare nor the lyttle as is feene abowte oivre pole. But hath 
foure flarres whiche corapaffe it abowt in forme of a quadrangle. 



C When thefe are hydden, there is feene on the lefte fyde a bryght Canopus of three llarres of notable 
greatnefle, whiche beinge in the myddefl of heauen, reprefenteth this figure. 



After thefe, fucceade three other iViynynge llarres, whereof that which is in the myddefl, is of meafure. xii. 
degrees and a halfe in circumference. And in the myddell of thefe, is feene an other bryght Canopus. After 
this, folowe. vi. other fhynynge flarres which in bryghtneffe palTe al other that are in the eyght fphere. Of thefe, 
that that is in the middeft in the fuperficiall part of the fayde fphere, hath the meafure of his circumference, 
xxxii. degrees. After thefe foloweth an other great Canopus, but fumwhat darke. Ail thefe are feene in the 
parte of heauen caiiled Via Ladea, that is the raylke waye ; And beinge ioyned to the meridiane line, fliewe 
this fygure here folowynge. 



f-iwe alfo there man} e other flarre'i tht d\uers mot ons wherof d 1 ^(.ntlj obferued I mide i 
particular boke of the fame whern I m^.de ment on of al fuch notable things as I fawe ail 
hai knoweleage of in th s nauigation ihe wh che booke I dehuered to tl e kjnges maieflie 
trufl.ynge that he wyll fhortly reflore it me igejne In th s hemifjherie or halfe coompafle 
of the heauen I dihgentl) conf dered man) th nges wh ch ire contrme to th[e]opp nions of 
philofophers And amon|,e other thjnj,e5 I fawe a whvte rajnebowe -ibowt m\dnyt,ht 
wheras other affirme that it hath foure colours of the fourt elementes as redde of the fyer, 
greene of the earth nhjte of the a}er and blewe of the \\iter B t Aiiflotle in h s booke iitittlel Meteor t 
is of an other opinion For he ftyth that the ra}ncbo\\e is a reflection of the beames of tl e foo inc in tl e 
vapoure of a clondc brectly a^e>nfl,e the foonne as the fh\ ung of tl e fame on the water is rtfli, tt 1 on a 
waule: And that the fa\ le clow le or vapoure tcmpereth the heite of tl e foonne and bcin^e refolued nto 
rayne, maketh the grounde fcrt)le and pourgeth the ayer Alfo that is a tnken of abunda nt mo)(luic Ij 
reafon wherof, fum are of opinion that it (hall not appeare. xl. [forty] yeares before th[e]ende of the worlde, which 
flialbe a token of the dryneffe of the elementes approchynge to the tyme of theyr conflagration or confumyng 
by fyer. It is a pledge of peace betwene god and men, and is euer directly ouer ageynfl the foonne. It is 
therfore neuer feene in the South, bycaufe the foonne is ncuer [feene?] in the North. NeuerthelclTc, Plinie fayth. 
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tliat after the Equinoctial in Autumne, it is feene at a! houres. And thus much haue I gathered owte of the 
commentaries of Landinus vppon the fourth boke of Virgyl his Eneades, bycaufe I wold defraude no man of 
his trauayle, I fawe the fayd raynebowe twno or three tymes. And not I onely, but alfo many other which 
were in my coompany, Lykewyfe wee fawe the newe moone the felfe fame day that fhee ioyned with the 
foonne. Wee fawe furthermore vapours and burnynge flames flyinge abowt heauen euery nyght A lytlle 
before, I cauled this countrey by the name of Hemifpherium (that is) the halfe fphere. Which neuertheleffe 
can not bee fo named but by fpekynge improperlie in comparyfon of owres. Yet forafmuche as it feemeth to 
reprefent fuche a forme, I haue improperiye fo named it 

Departynge therfore from Liibona {as I haue fayde) beinge from the Equinoctial! line towarde the North 
abowt. xl. [forty] degrees, wee fayled to this countrey whiche is beyonde the Equinoctiall, I. [fifty] degrees: All 
which fumme, maketh the number of Ixxxx. [ninety] beinge the fourth part of the greatefl circle accordynge 
to the trewe reafon of the number tawght by the owlde autours. And by this deraonflration it is manifeft 
that wee meafured the fourth parte of the 



Fyay ejihalatioDB. 
Hemispherium. 



Lisbon a. 
The fow 



worlde: Forafmuch as we that dwell ii 
ona on this fyde the Equinoctial line abowt 
x], [forty] degrees towarde the Northe, fayled 
from thenfe. Ixxxx. [ninety] degrees in lengthe 
meridionale angularly by an ouerthwart line, 
to th[e]inhabitantes. 1. [fifty] degrees beyond 
the E([uinoctia!l. And that the thynge may 
bee more playnely vnderflode, imagine a 
parpendicular line to faule from the poyntes 
of heauen which are Zenith (that is the 
pricke ouer the head) to vs both fta dy ee 
vpryght in the places of owre owne hab ta 
cions ; and another ryght line to bee dra Tie 
fTome owre Zenith to theyrs: Then graunt 
ynge vs to bee in the ryght 1 e n cu 
paryfon to them, it mufl of necelf t e folo e 
that they are in the ouerthwart line as halfe 
Antipodes in comparyfon to vs: In fuche 
forte that the figure of the Dxyde lines make 
a triangle which is the quarter or fourth 
parte of the hole circle, as appeareth more 
playnely by the fygure here folowynge. 



Y« ztttiiSi 





S touchyng the ftarres and reafons of Cofmographle, I haue gathered thus 
much owt of the vyage of Americus Vefputius. And haue thought good 
to ioyne hereunto that whiche Andreas de Corfali writeth in his vyage 
to Eafl India as concernynge the fame matter. 

After that we departed from Lifbona, wee fayled euer with profperous wynde, not 
paffynge owt of the Southeaft and Southwefl. And paffyng beyonde the Equinoctial line, 
we were in the heyght of. 37. degrees of the other halfe circle of the earth. And trauerfynge the cape of Bona 
Speranza a coulde and wyndy clime bycaufe at that tyme the foonne was in the north fignes, wee founde the 
nyght of. xiiii. houres. Here we fawe a marueylous order of ftarres, fo that in the parte of heauen contrary 
to owre northe pole, to knowe in what place and degree the fouth pole was, we tooke the day with the foonne, 
and obferued the nyght with the Aftrolabie, and fawe manifertly twoo clowdes of reafonable bygneife mou- 
ynge abowt the place of the pole continually nowe ryfynge and nowe faulynge, fo keepynge theyr continuall 
courfe in circular raouynge, with a ftarre euer in the myddeft which is turned abowt with them abowte. xi. 
degrees frome the pole. Aboue thefe appeareth a marueylous croffe in the myddeft of fyue notable ftarres 
which compalTe it abowt (as doth charles wayne the northe pole) with other ftarres whiche moue with them 
abowt. XXX. [thirty] degrees dillant from the pole, and make their courfe in. xxiiii. [twenty-four] houres. 
This croffe is fo fayre and bewtiful, that none other heuenly gne may be compared to it as may appeare by 
this fygure. 



The Equinocti 
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F the lyke matters, and of the ftraiinge ryfynge of the foonne in the 

K|| mornynge, and of the dyuers fcafons of the yeare and motions of the 
g Elementes in the coafte of Ethiope abowt the ryuer of Senega, and the 
fl riche region of Gambra where plentie of golde is founde, fumewhat 
fl beyonde Capo Verde, Aloifius Cadamuftus wryteth in this effecte. 
~"~ "~ Durynge the tyme that wee remayned vppon the mouth of the ryuer, we lawe the 

north flarre but once: which appered very lowe aboue the fea the height of a iauelen. 
We faw alfo fyxe cleare, bryght, and great Harres verye lowe aboue the fea. And confiderjrge theyr flations 
with owre coompaffe, we founde them to iUnde ryght fouth, fygured in this maner. 



|E iudged them to bee the chariotte or wayne of the fouth : But we fawe not the principall 
flarre, as we coulde not by good reafon, except we fhuld firfl lofe the fyght of the north pole. 
In this place wee founde the nyght of the length of a, xi. houres and a halfe : And the day 
of xii, houres and a halfe at the begynnynge of luly. This countrey is euer hotte al times 
of the yeare. Yet is there a certeyne varietie which they caule wynter. For from the 
moneth of luly to October, it rayneth continually in maner dayly abowt none after this forte. 
There ryfe continually certeyne clowdes aboue the lande bctwene the northeafl and the 
f h (I, tr m the eaft and foutheafl with greate thundeiynge and lyghfnyngc and excead- 
ynge great (bowers ra tyme the Ethiopians begynne to fowe theyr feedes. They lyue commonly 

with hony, herbes, r fl Ti d mylke. I had alfo intelligence that in this region by reafon of the great 

heate of the ayer, h th aineth is hotte: And that the foonne ryfynge in the mornynge, makethe no 

cleare daylyght as i d h But that halfe an houre after the ryfynge, it appeareth troubeled, dynime 

and fmoty. Thewh h g I knowe not to proceade of any other caufe then of the lowcncffe of the 

grounde in this con b ng vi bout niountaynes. 
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lA DISCOVRSE OF DYVERS 
WAGES AND WAVES BY THE WHICHE 

SPICES, PRECIOUS STONES, AND GOLDE WERE BROUGHT IN OWLDE 

tyme from India into Europe and other partes of the world. 

ALSO OF THE VYAGE TO CATHAY AND EAST INDIA 

by the north fea; And of certeyne fecreates touchynge the fame vyage, 

declared by the duke of Mofcouie his ambafladoure to an excellent 

lerned gentelman of Italie, named Galeatius Butrigarius. 

Lykewyfe of the vyages of that woorthy owlde man 

Sebaftian Cabote, yet liuynge in Englande, and at this 

prefent the gouernour of the coompany of the 

marchantes of Cathay in the citie of London. 



T is doubtleffe a mameylous thynge to confyder what chaunges and 
alterations were caufed in all the Romane Empire by the com- 
mynge of the Gothes and Vandales, and other Barbarians into 
Italy, For by theyr inuafions were extinguyflied all artes and 
fciences, and all trades of Marchaundies that were vfed in dyuers 
partes of the worlde. The defolation and ignoraunce which 
infued hereof, continued as it were a clowde of perpetuall darke- 
neffe amonge men for the fpace of foure hundreth yeares and more, 
in fo much that none durfl aduenture to go any whyther owt oi 
theyr owne natiue countreys: whereas before th[e]incurfion3 of 
the fayde Barbarians when the Romane Empire floryllhed, they 
might fafly paffe the feas to al partes of Eall India which was 
at that time as wel knowen and frequented as it is nowe by the 
nauigatbns of the Portugales, And diat this is trewe, it is mani- 
fefl by that which Strabo wryteth, who was in the tyme of 
Augudus and Tiberius. For fpeakynge of the greatneffe and 
ryches of the citie of Alexandria in Egypte (gouerned then as a 
prouince of the Romanes) he wryteth thus. This only place of Egypte, is apte to receaue all thynges that 
coome by fea, by reafon of the commoditie of the hauen : And lykewyfe all fuch thynges as are brought by lande, 
by reafon of the ryuer of Nibs wherby they may bee eafely conueyde to Alexandria, beinge by thefe commodi- 
ties the lycheft citie of marchauntes that is in the worlde. 

The reucnues of Egypt are fo great, that Marcus Tullius Ciyth in one of his orations, that kynge Tolomeus 
fumamed Auleta, the father of queene Cleopatra, had of reuenues twelue thoufande and fyue hundreth talentes, 
which are feuen millions and a halfe in golde. If therfore this kyng had fo great reuenues when Egypt was 
gouerned of fo fewe and fo negligently, what myght it then bee woorth to the Romanes by whom it was gouerned 
with great diligence, and theyr trade of marchandies greatly increafed by the traffike of Trogloditica and India ? 
wheras in tyme paae there could hardly bee founde. xx. fhyppes togyther that durile enter into the goulfe of 
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Arabic, or fhewe theyr proos withowt the mouth of the fame. But at this prefent, great nauies fayle togj^ther in 
to India and to the furthefl partes of Ethiope from whenfe are brought many rych and precious marchandies 
into Egipt and are caryed from thenfe into other countreys. And by tliis meanes are the cuilomes reloubeled 
afwell by fuche thynges as are brought thyther, as alfo by fuche as are caryed frame thenfe foraf he s greate 
cudomes arryfe of thynges of great value. And that by this vyage, infinite and precious m cl a d es were 
brought from the redde fea and India, and thofe of dyuers other fortes then are knoncn n o re t)me, it 
appeareth by the fourthe volume of the ciuile lawe wherin is defcribed the comniiiTion of Th[e]en perours Marcus 
and Commodus, with the rehearfall of all fuche lluffe and marchandies wherof cudome fbul 1 bee pij de in the 
redde fea by fuch as had the fame in fee ferme, as were payde the cuftomes of all other prou n es pe tejnynge 
to the Romane Empyre: and they are thefe folowynge. 



Mir, 



Kyng Dari 



Kynge Fcolomeus. 



Amome. 

Malabatram. 

Ammoniac. 

Galbane. 

Laffer. 

Agarike, 

Gumme of Arabic. 

Cardamom e. 



Xiloclnamome. lewels of Sardonica. Dyed cloth and fylke 

Carpefjo. Ceraunia. Carbafei. 

Sylkes of dyuers fortes. Calamus Aromaticus. Sylke threede. 



Linnen cloth. 

Skynnes and furres of Cilindro. 

ParthiaandBabilon, Slaues. 
luery. Cloth of Sarmatia. 

Wodde of Heben. The fylke cauled 
Precious (lones. Metaxa. 

Perles. VeAures of fylke. 



Gelded men. 
Popingiayes. 
Lions of India. 
Leopard es. 
Panthers, 
Purple. 



Cinamome. 

Longe pepper. 

Whyte pepper. 

Clones. 

Coftus. 

Cancamo. 

Spikenarde. 

Caffia. 

Sweete perfumes. 

Xilocafiia. 

Alfo that iuife or liquour which is gathered of wolle and of the heare of the Indians. 

By thefe woordes it dooth appeare that in owld tyme the fayde nauigation by the way of the redde fea, was 
wel knowen and muche frequented, and perhappes more then it is at this prefent. In fo much that the auncient 
kynges of Egypt confideryng the great profyte of the cuilomes they had by the viages of the red fea, and wyliyng 
to make the feme more eafy and commodious, attempted to make a fofle or chanel which fhulde begynne in the 
lafte parte of the fayde fea, where was a citie named Arfmoe (which perhappes is that that is nowe cauled Sues) 
and ihulde haue reached to a branche of the ryuer of Nilus named Pelufio, which emptieth it felfe in ohtc fea 
towai-de the Eaft abowt the citie of Damiata. They determyned alfo to make three caufeis or hyghe wayes by 
lande, which (hulde pafle from the fayde braunche to the citie of Arfmoe : but they founde this to difficulte to 
brynge to paffe. In fine, kynge Tolomeus furnamed Philadelphus, ordeyned an other way: as to fayle vppon 
Nilus ageynft the courfe of the ryuer vnto the citie of Copto, and from thenfe to paffe by a deferte countrey 
vntyll they coome aboue the redde fea to a citie named Berenice or Mioformo, where they imbarked all theyr 
marchaundies and wares for India, Ethiope, and Arable, as appeareth by the wrytynge fyrd of Strabo {who 
wryteth that he was in Egypte) and then by Plinie who was in the tyme of Domitian. Strabo alfo fpeaking of 
the fayd fofle or trench which was made toward the red fea, wryteth thus. 

There is a trenche that goth towarde the red fea and the goulfe of Arabie, andto the citie of Arfinoe, which 
fum caul Cleopatrida: and paffeth by the lakes named Amari (that is) bitter, bicaufe in deede they were fyrd 
bytter. But after that this trenche was made and the ryuer entered in, they became fweete, and are at this 
prefent full of foules of the water by reafon of theyr pleafauntneffe. This trenche was fyrfl begun by kynge 
Sefoilre, before the battayle of Troy. Sum faye that it was begunne by kynge Pfammiticus whyle he was a chylde : 
And that by reafon of his death, it was lefte imperfect: Alfo that afterwarde, kynge Darius fucceded in the 
fame enterpryfe, who wold haue finiflhed it, but yet brought it not to th[e]ende bycaufe he was informed that 
the redde fea was hygher then Egypt : And that if this lande diuydynge hothe the feas, were opened, all Egypte 
fhulde bee drowned thereby. Kynge Tolomeus wold in deede haue finyflied it: but yet left it (hut at the hed 
that he myght when he wolde, fayle to the other fea and retume withowt perelL Here is the citie of Arfinoe: 
And nere vnto that, the citie cauled Heroum in the vttermoft part of the goulfe of Arabie toward Egipt with 
many portes and habitacions. Plinie likewyfe fpeakynge of this trench, (ayth. In the furthefl. part of the goulfe 
of Arabic, is a porte cauled Daneo, from whenfe they determyned to brynge a nauigable trench vnto the ryuet of 
Nilus, where as is the fyrft Delta. Betwene the fayde fea and Nilus, there is a (Ireight of lande of the length of bdi. 
[fixty-two] myles. The firft that attempted this thynge,wasSefoftre kynge of Egypte: and after h)Tii Darius kynge of 
the Perfians, whome Tolomeus folowed, who made a trenche a hundreth foote large, and, xxx. [thirty] foote diepe, 
beinge three hundreth m) les m lengthe vnto the lakes named Amari, and durile proceade no further for feare of 
inundation, hau}nge knoweleage that the redde fea was hygher by three cubites then al the countrey 
of Egypt. Other fay that this was not the caufe : but that he doubted that yf he fhulde liaue let the fea 
coome anj further, all the water of Nilus Ihulde haue byn thcrby corrupted, which onely mynyilreth drynke to 
all Egypte But notn ithflandynge all thefe thynges aforefayde, all this vyage is frequented by lande 
from Egypte to the redde fea, m which paflage are three caufeis or hyghe wayes. The fyrfl begynneth at the 
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mouth of Nilus named Pelufio. All which way is by the fandes: In fo much that if there were not certejTie 
hyghe reedes fyxt in the earth to fliewe the ryght way, the caufei coulde not be founde by reafon the wynde 
euer conereth it with fande. The fecond caufei is two myles from the mountayne Caflius. And this alfo in th[e]- 
ende of, Ix. [fixtyj myles, commeth vppon the way or caufey of Pelufms, inhabited with certeyne Arabians cauled 
Antei. The thyrde begynneth at Gerro, named Adipfon : and paffeth by the lame Arabians, for the fpace of Ix. 
[fixty] myles fumwhat fliorter, but full of rowgh mountaynes and great fcarfeneffe of water. AH thefe caufeis, leade 
the way to the citie of Arfinoe, buylded by Tolomeus Philadelphus in the goulfe Carandra by the red fea. This 
Ptolomeus was the fyrll that fearched al that parte of the red fea which is cauled Trogloditica. Of this trenche 
defcribed of Strabo and Plinie, there are feene certeyne tokens remaynynge at this prefent as they affirme which 
haue byn at Sues beyonde the citie of Alcayr otherwyfe cauled Babylon in Egypte. But the marchauntes that 
of later dayes trauayle this viage by lande, ryde through the dry and baren defertes on camels both by day and 
by nyght; directynge theyr way by the ftarres and compife as do marjners on the fea, and caryinge with them 
water fufficient for many dajes lornejs The phces of Arable ^nd India named of Strabo and Phnie, are the 
felfe fame where the Portugales practife theyr trade at this daj e, as the maners and cuilomes of the Indians doo 
yet declare. For euen at this prefente thejr women ife to burne thejm felues aljue with the deade bodies of 
theyr hufbandes. Which thynge (as myteth Strabo m his \v booke) they djd m owlde tyme by a lawe, for 
this confideration that fumt)me bemg m loue with other they forfooke or poyfoned theyr hufbandes. And 
forafmuch as accordynge to this cudome, the owlde poete Propertius (who lyuedabowta hundreth yeares before 
th[e]incamation of Chryft) hath in his boke made mention of the contention that was amonge the Indian 
women which of them (huld bee burned ahue with theyr hufbandes, I haue thought good to fubfcribe his 
verfes, which are thefe 

Fah\ Fois hxjuneris vna matiiia, 

Quos aurora futs rubra colorat eqms 

Mamque vbt m0rttfe.rO taSla eft fax vlhma ledo, 
Vxorum fuis flat pia turba comis, 

Et certamen kabenl Idht, qua muafequaiur 
Coniugium, pudor e/l twn licuifsc mori. 

Ardent viflrices, etflatntna peHora prmbent, 
Jmponuntque fuis ora penifla viris. 

As touchynge thefe vyages both by fea and by lande to Eaft India and Cathay, many 
thynges are wrytten very largely by dyuers autours which I omytte bycaufe they 
perteyne not fo much vnto vs as doth the viage attempted to CATHAY by the north 
feas and the coaftes of Mofcouia difcouered in owre tyme by the viage of that excellent 
yonge man Rychard Chaunceler no leffe lerned in all mathematicall fciences then an 
expert pylotte, in the yeare of owre lorde. 1554. 

As concernynge this vyage, I haue thought good to declare the communication which was betwene the 
iayde learned man Galeatius Butrigarius, and that great philofopher and noble gentelman of Italie named 
Hieronimus Fracaftor as I fynde wrytten in the Italian hyflories of nauigations. As they were therfore con- 
ferrynge in matters of leamynge, and reafonynge of the fcience of Cofmographi, the fayde lemed man hauynge 
in his hande an inllrument of Aftronoraie, declared with a large oration howe muche the worlde was bounde 
to the kynges of Portugale, rehearfynge the noble factes doone by them in India, and what landes and Ilandes 
they had difcouered, and how by theyr nauigations they made the whole worlde hange in the ayer. He further 
declared what parts of the haul of the earth remained yet vndifcouered. And (ayde that of the landes of the 
inferior hemifpherie or halfe compafe of the baule towarde the pole Antartike, there was nothynge knowen but 
that Ijitle of the coafte of Brafilia vnto the ilreight of Magellanus. Alfo a part of Peru: And a lyttle aboue 
Affrike towarde the cape of Bona Speranza, Alfo that hemarueyled withowte meafure that this thynge was no 
better confidered of Chriflian Princes to whom god had deputed this charge, hauyng euer on theyr counfai! 
men of great lemynge which may informe them of this thing beinge fo marueylous and nobte whereliy they 
maye obteyne glorie and fame by vertue, and bee imputed amonge men as goddes, by better demerites then 
euer were Hercules and great Alexander who trauayled only into India: and that by makynge the men of this 
oivre hemifpherie knowen to theym of the other halfe compafe of the baule beneth vs, they might by the tytle 
of this enterpryfe, withowt comparyfon farre excell all the noble factes that euer were doone by lulius Cefar or 
any other of the Romane Emperours. Which thynge they myght eafely brynge to palTe by affignynge colonies 
to inhabite dyuers places of that hemifpherie, in lyke maner as dyd the Romanes in prouinces newely fubdued, 
Whcteby they myght not only obteyne great ryches, but alfo inlarge the ChriHian fayth and Empire to the 
glory of god and confufion of infidels. After this, he fpake of the Ilande of laynt Laurence, cauled in owide 
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tynie Madagafcar, which is greater then the realme of Cailile and Portugale, and reachethe from the. xii. degree 
towarde the pole Antartike, vnto the. xxvi. degree and a halfe, lyinge Northeade frome the cape of Bona 
Speranza and partly vnder the line of Tropicus Capricorni : beinge well inhabited and of temperate ayer, witli 
abundaunce of all thynges neceflarie for the lyfe of man, and one of the moft excellent Ilandes that is foundc 
tliis daye in the worlde : And that nsuertheleife there is nothynge knowen therof, except only a fewe fmaule 
hauens by the fea fide, as the lyke ignorance remayneth of the greateft part of the Ilandes of Taprobana, Giaua 
the more and the lelTe, and infinite other. Then begynninge to fpeake of the partes of owre pole, he caiifed 
the bookes of plinie to bee brought him where diligentely ponderynge the. Ixvii. chapiture of the feconde booke, 
he founde where he reherfeth the hiflorie of Cornelius Ncpos, by thefe woordes i That in his tyme, one 
Eudoxus efcapynge the handes of kynge Latliyro, departed from the goulfe of Arabie and came by fea to the 
llande of Calefe. Declarynge further, that whereas this narration was many yeares reputed for a fable, was 
nowe in owre tyme by the vertue of the Portugales, knowen to bee trewe ; And that lykewyfe the fame 
Cornelius Nepos rccitethe that at the tyme when Quintus Metellus Celer was proconful or lieuetenant for the 
Romans in Fraunce, the kynge of Sueuia gaiie hym certeyne Indians which faylinge owt of India for marchan- 
dies, were by temped dryuen to the coalles of Germanie. IVlien he had redde thefe woordes, he proceeded, 
fayinge that the iame thynge myght bee verified nowe in owr tyme if the princes which confine vppon that fea 
wolde endeuoure theyr induHry and diligence to brynge it to pafle. And that there coulde not any nauigation 
bee miigined fo commodious and profitable to all Chriilendoome as this myght bee yf by this way the vyage 
(hulde bee founde open to India to come to the rych contrey of CATHAY which was difcouered now two 
hundreth yeares fence by Marcus Paulus. Then taking the globe in his hande, he made demondration that 
this vyage iliulde bee very fhorte in refpect of that which the Portugales nowe folowe, and alfo of that which 
the Spanyardes may attempte to the Ilandes of Moluca. He declared furthermore that the citie of Lubyke 
bemge r)ch and of great poure, and fituate vppon the fea of Germanie, and alfo accuftomed with continuall 
nauigations to trauayle the fea of Norwaye and Gothlande, and lykewyfe the ryght noble kynge of Polonie 
whofe dominions with his realme of Lituania, extende to the fayde fea, (hulde be apte to difcouer this fecreate: 
But that aboue all other, the duke of Mofcouia, (hulde perfonne the fame with greater commoditie and niorc 
ficilitie then any other Prince. And here fteyinge a whyle, he began to fpeake ageyne and fayde. Nowe 
forafmuch as we are coome to this paffe, mee thynke it fhulde fceme a great difcurtefie if I (huld not fliewe 
)Otte all that I knowe as touchynge this vyage, wherof I greatly mufed with my felfe many yeares by occafion 
of the woordes of Plinie. Whereas therefore beinge a younge man, I was in Germanie in the citie of Augufta, 
it fo chaunfed that in thofe dayes tliere came thyther an ambafadour of the duke of Mofcouia, a man Angularly 
learned both in the Greeke toonge and the Latine, and of good experience in worldely thynges, hauying byn 
fent to dyiiers places by the fayde Prince, and one of his counfayle. Of whofe leamyng beinge aduertifed, I 
fought his acquayntaunce. And talkynge with hym one day of thefe Indians dryuen by fortune to the coades of 
Germanie, and of the vyage that myght bee difcouered by the North fea to the Ilandes of fpices, I perceaued 
that at the fyrde he marueyled exceadyngely, as at a thynge that he coulde neuer haue imagined. But reflynge a 
whyle in maner aflonyflhed in his fecreate phantafie, he toke great pleafure therin, and fkyde. Forafmuch as 
the Portugales haue nowe compafed abowt all the fonth partes fuppofed in owlde tyme to bee inacceffable by 
reafon of great heate, why fliulde wee not certeinely thynke that the lyke maye bee done abowt this parte of the 
north withowt feare of coulde, efpecially to men borne and brought vp in that clime ? Yet procedyng further, 
he faid, that if his Prince and mailer, had men that wolde animate hym to difcouer this vyage, there was no 
Prince in Chriftendome that myght do it with more facilitie. Then caulynge for a mappe in which was the 
defcription of Mofcouia and the prouinces fubiecte to the fame, he declared that from the citie of Mofcouia or 
Mofca going towarde tlie northeaft. for the fpace of k. [fixty] myles, they come to the ryuer of Volochda and after- 
warde by that, and folowyng the courfe therof, to the citie of Vdiug, fo cauled bycaufe the ryuer of lug fauleth 
into the rj'uer of Succana, where they lofe theyr owne names and make the great ryuer Duina ; And by that, 
leauyng on the ryght hande the citie of Colmogor, they layle vnto the north Ocean. The which waye, althoughe 
it bee a longe tracte, as more then. 800. myles, neuerthelefle he fayde that in fommer it myght commodioufly 
bee fayled : And that wheras it fauleth into the fea, there are infinite woods of goodly trees apte to make (hyppes. 
And the place fo conuenient for this purpofe, that fhipwryghtes and other dcylful workemen for all thynges 
hereunto apperteynynge, may eafely coome owt of Germanie. Alfo that the men which are vfed to trauayle the 
fea of Germanie abowte the coades of Gothlande, (liulde bee bed and mod apte to attempte this enterpryfe, 
bycaufe they are indurate to abyde coulde, hunger, and laboure. He fayde furthermore, that in the court of his 
Prince, they haue much knowleage of the great cane of Cathay, by reafon of the continuall warres they haue 
with the Tartars, of whom the greatefl. part gyue obedience to the faid great Cane as to theyr chiefe Emperoure. 
He made alfo demonflration in the fayde carde by the northeade, that beinge pafle the prouince of Permia and 
the ryuer Pefcora {whiche fauleth into the north fea) and certeyne mountaynes named Catena Mundi, there is 
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th[e]enterauiice into the prouince of obdora, whereas is Vecchiadoro and the ryuer Obo, whiche alfo fauleth 
into the fayd fea, and is the furthefl borther of Th[e]empire of the Prince of Mofcouia. The fayde lyuer hath 
his originall in a great lake cauled Chethai, which is the fyrfle habitacion of the Tartars that paye tribute to the 
grcate Cane. And from this lake for the fpace of two monethes vyage (as they were credably informed by 
certeine Tartates taken in the warres) is the mod noble citie of Cambalu, beinge one of the chiefell in the do- 
minion of the greate Cane, whom fum caule the great Cham. He alfo affirmed, that if (hipi (h Id b m de 
cm the coaftes of the layde fea, and layle on the backe halfe of the coafl therof (which h kn 
relations made to his Prince, to reach infinitely toward the northeaft) they ihulde doubtel IT f 1 
fame, eafely difcouer that countrey. Vnto thefe woordes he added, that although there w gr 
in Mofcouia, by reafon that the ivaye to the fayde fea is full of thicke wooddes and waters h h n 
make great maryfllies and impoflible to bee trauayled, afwell for lacke of vyttayles which n n h be 
founde, not for certeyne dayes, but for the fpace of certeyne monethes, the place bein d f I 1 w 

inhabitauntes, neuertheleffe he fayde that yf there were with his Prince, only two Spanya d P 1 o 

whome the charge of this vyage (hnlde bee commytted, he no wayes doubted but that they wold f 1 e t ^ d 
iynde it, forafmuch as with great ingenioufneffe and ineflimable pacience, thefe nations haue ouercome much 
greater difficulties then are thefe which are but lyttle in comparifon to thofe that they haue ouerpalfed and doo 
ouerpaffe in all theyr viages to India, He proceaded declarynge that not many yeares fence, there came to the 
courte of his Prince, an ambaifadour frome pope Leo, named mailer Paulo Centurione a Genuefe vnder dyuers 
pretenfes. But the principall occafion of his commynge, was, bycaufe he hadde conceaued greate indignation 
and hatred ageynil the Portugales : And therfore intended to prone yf he coulde open anye vyage by lande 
whereby fpices myght bee brought from India by the lande of Tartaria, or by the fea Cafpi am (otherwyfe cauled 
Hircanum) to Mofcouia: And from thenfe to bee brought in (hippes by the ryuer E.iga, whiche runnynge by 
the countrey of Liuonia, fauleth into the fea of Germanie. And that his Prince gaue eare vnto hym: and caufed 
the fayde viage to bee attempted by certeine noble men of Lordo, of the Tartars confinlnge nexte vnto hym. 
But the warres whiche were then betwene them, and the greate defertes which they ffiulde of neceffitie ouerpafie, 
made them leaue of theyr enterpryfe: which if it had bin purpofed by the coatles of this owTe north fea, it rayght 
haue byn eafely fynyfhed. The fayde Ambafladour continued his narration, fayinge that no man ought to 
doubte of that fea but that it may bee fayled fyxe monethes in the yeare, forafmuch as the days are tlien very 
longe in that clime, and hot by reafon of contynuall reuerberation of the beames of the foonne and Ihorte 
nyghtes. And that this thynge were as well woorthy to bee proued, as any other nauigation wherby many 
partes of the worlde heretofore vnknowen, haue byn difcouered and brought to ciuilitie. And here makynge an 
cnde of this talke, he laid ; Let vs nowe omytte this parte of Mofcouia with his coulde, and fpeake fumwhat of that 
parte of the newe worlde in whiche is the lande of Brytons cauled Terra Britonum, and Baccaleos or Terra Bacca- 
learum, where in the yeare. 1534. and. 1535. laques Cartiar in two vyages made with three great Frencli gal lies, 
founde the great and large countreysnamed Canada, Ochelaga,aiidSanguenaii which reach from the. xlv. [forty-fifth] 
to the. li. [fifty-firfl] degree, beinge well inhabited and pleafaunte coun treys, and named by hymNouaFrancia, And 
here fleyinge a while and lyftynge vppe his handes, he fayde: Oh what doo the ChriAian Princes meane that 
in fuch landes difcouered they do not afiigne certeine colonies to inhabite the fame to bringe thofe people 
(whom god hath fo bleffed with natural gyftes) to better ciuilitie and to embrafe owre religion, then the whiche, 
nothynge can bee more acceptable to god ? The fayd regions alfo, beinge fo fayre and frutefuU, with plentie of 
all fortes of come, herbes, frutes, woodde, fyffhes, beades, metals, and ryuers of fuche greatnefle that fliyppes 
maye'fayle more then, 180. myles vppon one of theym, beinge on bothe fydes infinitely inhabited: And to caufe 
the gouernoures of the fayde colonies to fearche whether that lande toward the northe named Terra de Labor ador, 
doo ioyne as one firme lande with Notwaye : Or whether there bee any ilreight or open place of fea as is mofle 
lyke there fliulde bee, forafmuch as it is to bee thought that the fayde Indians dryuen by fortune abowte the 
coaftes of Nonvay, came by that (Ireyght or fea, to the coafles of Germanie: And by the fayde flreight to faile 
northwefl, to difcouer the landes and countreys of CATHAY, and from thenfe to fayle to the Ilandes of 
Molucca, And thefe furely ihulde be enterprifes able to make men immortal. The whiche thynge, that ryght 
woorthy gentleman mafler Antony di Mendoza confiderynge by the Angular vertue and magnanimitie that is in 
hym, attempted to put this thynge in praccife. For beinge viceroy of the countrey of Mexico (fo named of the 
gr.'at citie Mexico otherwife cauled Temiftitan, nowe cauled neweSpayne, being in the. xx. [twentieth] degree aboue 
ihe Equinoctiall, and parte of the fayde firme lande), he fent certeyne of his capitaynes by lande, and alfo a nauie 
of ihyppes by fea, to fearch this fecreate. And I remember that when I was in Flaunders in Th[e]emperours 
courte, I fawe his letter wrytten in the yeare. 1541. and dated from Mexico: wherin was declared howe towarde 
the northwefl, he had fownd the kyngedome of Sette Citta (that is) Seuen Cities, whereas is that cauled Ciuola 
by the reuerend father Marco da Niza : and howe beyonde the fayde kyngedome yet further towarde the North- 
well, Capitayne Francefco Vafques of Coronado, hauynge ouerpalfed great defertes, came to the fea fyde whore 
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lie found certeyne ihyppes which fayled by that fea with marchaundics, and had in theyr baner vppon the 
proos of tlieyrfhyppes, certeyne foules made ofgolde and fyluer which they of Mexico caule Alcatrazzi ; And that 
theyr mariners fliewed by fignes that they were. xxx. [thirty] dayes faylynge in commynge to that hauen : wherby 
he vnderftode that thefe fhippes could bee of none other countrey then of Cathay, forafmuch as it is fituate on 
the contrary parte of the fayde lande difcouered. The fayde mafler Antonie wrote furthennore, that by the 
opinion of men well practifed, there was difcouered fo greate a fpace of that countrey vnto the fayd fea, 
that it paired. 950. leaques, which make. 2850. myles. And doubtleffe yf the Frenche men in this theyr 
newe Fraunce, wolde haue paffed by lande towarde the fayd northwefl and by north, they (Imld alfo haue founde 
the fea wherby they myght haue fayled to Cathay. But aboue all thynges, this feenied vnto me mode woortJiy 
of commendation, that the fayde mailer Antonie wrote in his letter that lie had made a booke of al the natural 
and marueylous thynges whiche they founde in fearchynge thofe countreys, with alfo the meafures of landes and 
altytudes of degrees: A worke doubtleffe which fheweth a princely and magnificall mynde, wherby wee may 
conceaue that yf god had gyuen hym the charge of the other hemifpherie, he wolde or nowe haue made it better 
knowen to vs. The which thynge, I fuppofe no man doth gready efleeme at this time: beinge neuertheleffe 
the greatefl and moil glorious enterprife that may bee imagined. 

And here makynge a certeyne paufe, and turnynge hym felfe towarde vs, he fayde: Doo yow not vnder- 
ilande to this purpofe howe to paffe to India toward the northwefl ivind, as dyd of late a citizen of Venefe, fo 
valiente a man, and fo well practyfed in all thynges perteynynge to nauigations and the fcience of Cofmographie, 
that at this prefent he hath not his lyke in Spayne, in fo much that for his vertues he is preferred aboue all 
other pylottes that fayle to the weft Indies, who may not paffe thyther withowt his licence, and is therfore 
cauled PUoto Maggiore (that is) the graunde pylote. And when wee fayde that wee knewe him not, he pro- 
ceaded, fayinge, that beinge certeyne yeares in the citie of Siuile, and defyrous to haue fum knowleage of the 
nauigations of the Spanyardes, it was toulde hym that there was in the citie a valient man, a Venecian borne, 
named Sebaftian Cabote, who had the charge of thofe thynges, being an expert man in that fcience, and one 
that coulde make cardes for the fea with his owne hande. And that by this reporte, feekynge his acquaintaunce, 
he founde hym a very gentell perfon, who enterteyned hym frendly and Ihewed him many thynges, and amonge 
other a large mappe of the worlde with ccrtcine particular nauigations afwell of the Portugales as of the Span- 
yardes. And that he fpake further vnto hym, in this effecte. When my father departed from Venefe many 
yeares fence to dwell in Englande to folowe the trade of marchaundics, he tooke me with him to the citie of 
London whyle I was very yonge, yet hauynge neuertheleffe fum knowleage of letters of humanitie and of the 
fphere. And when my father dyed in that tyme whun newes were browght that Don Chriilopher Colonits 
Genuefe, had difcouered the coalles of India, whereof was great talke in all the courte of kynge Henry the 
feuenth who then reigneil: In fo much that all men with great admiration affirmed it to bee a thynge more 
diuine then humane, to fayle by the Wefte into the Eaft where fpices growe, by a way that was neuer knowen 
before. By which fame and reporte, there increafed in my harte a greate flame of defyre to attempte fum 
notable thynge. And vnderftandyng by reafon of the fphere, that if I ftiulde fayle by the way of the northweft 
wynde, I fliulde by a fliorter tracte coomme to India, I thereuppon caufed the kynge to bee aduertifed of my 
diuife, who immediatly commaunded two carauels to bee fumyrfhed with all thynges apperteynynge to the 
vyage, which was as farre as I remember, in the yearc. 1496. in the beg)-nnynge of fommer. Begynnyng tlier- 
fore to faile towarde Northweft, not thynkyng to fynde any other lande then that of CATHAY, and from 
thenfe to tutne towarde India. BliI after certeine dayes, I founde that the lande ranne towarde the Northe, 
which was to me a great difpleafure. Neuertheleffe, fayling alonge by the coaft to fee if I could fynde any 
goulfe that turned, I founde the lande ftyll continent to the. 56. degree vnder owre pole. And feinge that 
there the coaft turned toward the Eaft, difpayringe to fynd the paflage, I turned backe ageyne, and layled 
downe by the coaft of that lande towarde the Equinoctiall (euer with intent to fynde the fayde paffage to 
India) and came to that parte of this firme lande whiche is nowe cauled FLORIDA. Where, my vyttayles 
fayling, I departed from thenfe and returned into England, where I founde great tumultes amonge the people, 
and preparaimce for warres in Scotlande; by reafon whereof, there was no more confideration had to this vyage 
Wheruppon I wente into Spayne to the Catholyke kynge, and queene Elizabeth : who beinge aduertifed what I had 
doone, inierteyned me, and at theyr chaiges fumyflhed certeyne ftiyppes wherwith they caufed me to fayle to 
difcouer the coalles of Brafile, where I founde an exceadynge great and large ryuer, named at this prefent Rio 
della Plata (that is) the ryuer of fyluer, into the which I fayled, and folowed it into the firme lande more then fyxe 
hundrethe lea(iuos, fyndynge it euery where verye fayre and inhabited with infinite people, which with admyration 
came ninnynge dayly to owre fliyppes. Into this ryuer, ninne fo many other rliiers, that it is in maner incredible. 
After this, I made manj other vyages, which I now pretennitte. And wexynge owlde, I gyue my felfe to reft from 
fuch trauayles bycaufe there arc nowe many younge and lufty pylotes and mariners of good experience, by whofe 
fonrardeneffe I doo rcioyfe in the frutes of my labours, and reft with the charge of this office as yowe fee. 
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And this is as much as I haue vnderftoode of mafter Sebaftian Cabote, as 1 haue 
gathered owte of dyuers nauigations wrytten in the Italian toonge. 

And whereas I haue before made mention howe Mofcouia was in owr tyme dif- 
couered by Richard Chanceler in his viage toward Cathai by the direction and informa- 
tion of the fayde mafter Sebaftian who longe before had this fecreate in his mynde, I 
fhall not neede here to defcribe that viage, forafmuche as the fame is largely and fayth- 
fully written in the Laten tonge by that lerned young man Clement Adams fcole mayfter 
to the Queens henfhemen, as he receaued it at the mouthe of the fayde Richard Chan- 
celer, Neuertheleffe I haue thought good here to fpeake fumwhat of Mofcouia as I 
haue redde in the booke of lohn Faber written in the Latin toonge to the ryght noble 
Prynce Ferdinando Archeduke of Auftria and Infant of Spaine, of the maners and 
religion of the Mofcouites, as he was partely inftructed by the ambafadours of the 
duke of Mofcouie fent into Spayne to Th[e]emperours maieftie in the yeare. M.D.XX.V, 
He wryteth therfore as foloweth. 

I thynke it fyrfte conueniente to fpeake fumewhat of the name of this region wherby it is cauled at this 
day, and how it was cauled in owlde tyme. Conferrynge therfore the mofle ancient of the Greeke and latine 
monimientes with the hiftories of later tyme, I perceaue it to bee a chynge which requireth bo fmaule lodgement 
of wytte and Icmynge. For we fee in howe fhorte tyme the names of thynges are chaui^ed, as aie alfo the 
maners of men. I fynde therfore that thofe people whom at this day wee commonly caule Mofcouites, were 
in tyme pad {as wytnelTeth Plinie) cauled Roxolani, whom neuertheleffe by chaungynge one letter, Ptolomie in 
his eyght table of Europe, cauletb Rofolanos as dooth alfo Strabo, They were a!fo many yeares cauled Ruthmi: 
And are that people which fumtyme fought manfidly ageynfl the Capitaynes of Methridates as Strabo wryteth. 
They were cauled Mofcouites of the chiefe citie of al the prouince named Mofcouia or Mofca: or (as Volaterane 
faith) of the riuer Mofco. They were fumtyme gouemed by duke lohan, whofe wyfe was Helena of the lynage 
of Th[e]emperours of Conllanftinople of the noble famelie of the Paleologi, Beyonde thefe Roxolanos, Strabo 
fayth there is no lande inhabited. Thefe Ruthenians therfore or Mofcouites, are people of the northeafle parte 
of the worlde from vs: And are determined with the limettes of the great ryuer Boriflhenes of Scithia, on the 
one fyde with the Lituanians and Polonians, and on the other fyde with the Tartars who ceafe not to vexe 
them with continuall warres and incurfions. Efpecially the great Emperour Cham of Cathay the chiefe Prince 
of the Tartars, refidente by the fea fyde in Taurico Cherfonefo, molelleth theim with fore warres. They are 
towarde the north fyde inclofed with the frofen fea, the lande of whofe coaftes beinge verye large, perteyneth 
in maner all to the dominion of the duke of Mofcouia This fea is it which the owlde wryters caule Lacus 
Cronicus, fo named of the Greeke word Cronos, which the Latines caule Saturnus whom they fayne to bee an 
owlde man, of complexion coulde and flowe, and thereby name all fuch thynges as are coulde and ilowe, 
Cronica, as by lyke reafon they dyd this northe fea which beinge in maner euer frofen, is flowe and coulde and 
in maner immouable. And for lyke confideration (as faythe Plinie) Hethens nameth it in the Scythian toonge, 
Amaltheum, whiche woorde fignifieth as muche as congeled or frofen. But that I wander not farre frome my 
purpofe : Th[e]empire and dominion of the duke of Mofcouie recheth fo farre that it comprehendeth certeyne 
partes of Afia and alfo of Europe. The citie of Mofcouia or Mofca, is counted twyfe as bygge as Colonia 
Agrippina as they faythfully reporte which knowe bothe. Vnto this they haue alfo an other not vnequall in 
byggeneffe cauled Fladimer. Alfo Blefcouia, Nouogradia, Smolne, and Otifer, al which, theyr ambafladours 
affirme to bee of princely and magnificall buyldynges, and flrongely defended with waules bothe of brycke 
and fquare (lone. Of thefe, Blefcouia is (Irongeft and enuironed with three waules. Other which they haue 
innumerable are not fo famous as are thefe wherof this duke of Mofcouie and Emperoure of Ruflia taketh 
th[c]infcription of his title. For euen at this prefent, when fo euer eyther by his ambaffadours or his letters, 
he dooth fignitie hym felfe to bee Emperoure of Mofcouie, he is accuflomed to vfe this title. Bafilius by the 
grace of God Emperoure of all Ruffia and greate Duke of Fladamer, Mofcouie, Nouigrade, Blefcouia, Smolne, 
and Otifer. etc. And this is the tytle whereby the fayde ambaffadours faluted yowre maieflie in the name of 
great Bafilius when they began theyr oration. This prince of Mofcouie hath vnder hym princes of many 
prouinces and thofe of great poure: Of the which, that owlde whyte bearded man whom this Emperour of the 
Ruthians fente for his ambalfadoure to Th[e]emperours maieflie into Spayne, is not one of the ieaft For euen 
he when necelfitie of warre requyreth, is accuflomed to make for his Emperour a bande of. xxx. [thirty] thoufande 
horfemen. But this is to theyr fingular commendation that they are fo obedient to theyr prince in al thynges, 
that beinge fommoned by hym by neuer fo meane an hearald, they obey incontinent as if it were to god. 



Hosted by 



Google 



290 



Of Mofcouie and Cathay. 



thynkynge nolliyng more glorious thoii to dye in the qiiarell of theyr prince. By reafoii of which obetlitiKO, 
they are able in Ihort tyme, to affemble an army of two or three himdreth thoufande men ageynfl theyr enemies 
eyther the Tartars or the greate Cham: And haue hereby obteyned great victories and triumphes alWell ageynft 
the Turkes as the Tartars by the exceadyng multitude of tlieyr horfemen and continual experience in warres. 
At fuch time as Th[e]emperour Maximilian made a league with them, they kept warre ageynft tlie kynge of 
Polonie. They vfe not only bowes and dartes after the maner of the Parthians, but haue alfo the vfe of gunnes 
as He haue. And to bee briefe, onely the Mofcouites maye feeme that nation whiche hath not felte the coni- 
modities of peace: In fo uiuche that yf theyr region were not ftrongely defended by the nature of the place 
beinge impreignable, it had or nowe byn often tj mc; conquered The) r language agreeth much with the toonge 
of the Bohemians, Croatians, and Sclauons lo that the Sclauon dooth playnly vnderftande the Mofcouite, 
although the Mofcouian toonge be a more rude and harde phrafe of fpeach. The hiiloriographers wryte that 
the Sclauons toonge the name of the confufion whiche was m Babell in the tyme of that flowt hunter Nemroth 
of whome mention is made in the Genefis. But I can not enowgh marueyle at this thing, that wheras betwene 
Daimatia (now cauled Sclauonia) and Mofcouia, both the Pannonies are fituate, yet this notwidiflandynge, the 
Hungarians toonge nothynge agreeth with the Mofcouites, Wherby wee may coniecture that thefe nations were 
fumtymes diuided by legions, and that they came owt of Daimatia thyther: whiche thynge alfo VolateraniLs 
afhrmeth, fayinge that the language of the Ruthenians (whiche are the Mofcouites) is Semidabnatka (that is) 
halfe Sclauone. Howe fo euer it bee, this is certeyne that the Bohemians, Croatians, Sclauons, and Mofcouites, 
agree in language as wee perceaued by th[e]interpretours which yowre maiellie had then in yowre courte. For 
whereas the fayde interpretours were borne amonge the Croatians and Sclauons and none of them had euer byn 
in Mofcouia, or beefore that tyme had any conuerfation with them, yet dyd they well vnderflande the 
ambafladours woordes. 

There are in Mofcouia, wooddes of exceadynge byggeneffe, in the which blacke woolues and whyte beares 
are hunted. The caufe wherof may bee th[e]extreme could of the north, which dooth greatly alter the com- 
plexions of bealles, and is the mother of whyteneffe as the Philofophers affirme. They haue alfo great plentie 
of bees, wherby they haue fuch abundaunce of hony and waxe that it is with them of fmaul price. When the 
commoditie of theyrcountreyis neglected by reafon of longe warres, theyr chiefe ad uauntage whereby they haue all 
thynges neceifarie towarde theyr lyuynge, is the gaines which they haue by theyr rych furres, as Sables, Marternes, 
Luzernes, mod whyte armyns, and fuch other which they fell to marchauntes of dyuers countreys. They bye and 
fell with fimpie faythe of woordes exchaungynge ware for ware withowt any curious bondes or cautels. And albeit 
they haue the vfe of both golde and fyluer monyes, yet doo they for tlie moil part exchaunge theyr furres for frutcs 
and other thynges neceffarie to mainteine theyr lyfe. There are alfo fum people vnder the dominion of this Em- 
perour, which haue neither wyne nor wheate, but lyue only by fleflhe and mylke as doo the wylde Tartars theyr 
bortherers which dwel in wods by the coalles of the frofen fea. Tliefe people are brutyflhe, and lyue in maner lyke 
wylde beaftes. Butthey of the citie of Mofca and Nouigrade, and other cities, are ciuile people: and agree with 
vs in eatynge of fyflhe and flefdie althowgh theyr maner of coquerie is in manye thynges differynge frome oivres. 
Volaterane wryteth that the Ruthenians vfe money vncoyned. And inquirynge further, I was informed that the 
money of Hungary is much currant with them. But this is chiefely to bee confydered, that they imbrafe the 
Chrillian fayth which they affirme to haue byn preached to them fyrlle by faynt Andrewe th[e]apoIlle and broother 
to Simon Peter. Such doctrine alfo as vnder Conllanlline the greate, in the yeare. CCC. xviii. [three hundred and 
eighteen] was concluded in the fyrft generall counfayle holden in the citie of Nicene in Bithynia, and there detet- 
myned by. CCC. xviii. [three hundred and eighteen] byflhoppes, and alfo fuch as hath byn wrytten and tawght 
by the Greeke doctoures Bafilius Magnus and Chrifoftomus, they beleue to bee fo holy, firme and fyncere, that 
they thinke it no more lawfuU one heare to tranfgreffe orgo backefrom the fame, then from the gofpell of CbrifL 
For theyr conllancie and modellie is fuch, that no man dare caule thofc thynges into queftion which haue once 
byn decifed by holy fathers in theyr general counlailes. They doo therfore w ith a more conflante mynde perfeuer 
in theyr fyril fayth which they receaued of faynt Andrewe th[e]appo[lie and his lucceifoura and holy fathers, 
than doo manye of vs beinge diuided into fcifraes and fectes whiche thynge neuer chaunccdi amonge them. But 
if any difficultie chaunce to rife as touchynge the fayth or cullome of rehgron, all is referred to the archbyfhoppe 
and other byfiioppes as to bee defined by theyr fpirite: not perm>ttinge any mdgemente to the inconflant 
and ignorant people. Theyr archebyflioppe is refidente in the citie of Mofca, where alfo Th[e]emperoure 
keepethe his courte. They haue lykeivyfe dyuers other byfhops 1 as one in Nouigndia, where alfo Ifodorus was 
byflhop vnder pope Eugenius. They haue an other in Rofciuia, an other in Suftah, an other in Otiferi: alfo in 
Smolne, in Relan, in Colmum, and in Volut, all which haue theyr dioces. They acknowleage theyr Archebylhop 
as the chiefe. Before the patriarche of Conllantinople was oppreffed by the Tiranni of the Turkes, this 
Archebyflhoppe recognifed hym as his fuperioure. In fo much that this duke of Mofcouia and Emperour of 
Rufiia, not vnmyndefull hereof but a diligente obferuer of his accuftomed religion, dooth at this daye yearely 
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fende a certeyne (lypciidc in uiaiier of almes to the patriarche of Conilantinople, that he may with more quiete 
mynd looke for th[e]cnde of this his Egiptian femitude vntyll it fhal pleafe alrayghty god to renore hym to his 
former churche and autoritie, For he iudgeth it much impietie, if he fhulde nowe forfake hym whofe predi- 
ceffoures haue ruled and gouerned fo many churches, and of whom the fayth and religion of fo many regions 
and prouinces haue depended. 

But to fpeakc briefely of theyr rehgion, they agree in many thynges with vs, and in fum thynges folow the 
Greekes. They haue munkes and rehgious men. Not farre from the citie of Mofca, they haue a great monafterie 
in the whiche are three hundreth munkes lyuynge vnder the rule of Bafilius Magnus in the which is alfo the 
fepulclier of S, Seisins the abbot They obferue theyr vowe of challitie which none may breake that haue once 
profcrfcd. Yet fuch as haue maried virgins of good fame, may bee admitted to th[e]order of preflhod, but may 
neuer bee a munke. The prefles and bylThops whiche are admitted to orders vnmaried, may neuer after bee 
maried : nor yet fuch as haue wiues, mary ageine when they are dead, but hue in perpetual chaflitie. Such as 
committe adulterie or fornication, are greeuoufly punyfihed by the byfttioppes and depriued of the benefices. 
They celebrate mafTe after the maner of the Greekes which ditfereth from owres in dyuers thinges, as in 
fermented breade after the maner of the Greekes. They put in the chaleffe as much water as redde wine, which 
water they vfe to heate, bycaufe (not withowl a great myflerie) there ifihewed furth of the fyde of owre lorde, 
both blud and water, which wee ought by good reafon to thynke was not withowC heate: for els fhulde it 
fcarfely haue byn iudged for a miracle. In fine, they affirme that all theyr cuftomes and rytes are accordynge 
to th[e]inllitutions of the primatyue church and the doctrine of Bafilius Magnus, and Chrifoftomus. In this 
thynge they dyfFer greately from vs, that they miniller the communion to younge children of three yeares 
of age, which they doo with fermente<l breade dipte in a fponefull of wyne, and gyue it them for the bodye and 
bludde of Chryae. 
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C A brief e defcription of Mofcouia after the later wryters, as Sebafiian 
Munfier and lacobtis Gaftaldus. 




ilHe prouince of Mofcouia, is fo named by the ryuer Mofco which pafleth by the metrapoHtane 
citie of Mofcouia cauled Mofca by the name of the ryuer Mofco. This prouince was cauled 
of the owlde wryters, Sarmatia Afiatica. The bortherers or confines to the Mofcouians on 
the one fyde towarde the Eall, are the Tartars cauled Nogai, and the Scianbanians, with the 
Zagatians. Towarde the Wefi., the prouinces of Liuonia and Lituania. Towarde the South, 
the ryuer of Tanais and the people confinyng with the ryuer Volga, cauled of the owld 
writers Rha. And towarde the North, the Ocean fea cauled the Scythian fea, and the 
region of Lapponia. Mofcouia is in maner all playne and full of maryflhes, wooddes, and many very great 
ryuers whcrof tlie ryuer of Volga is the principal. Sum caul this Ledyl, as the owld autours named it Rha. 
It beginneth at the great lake cauled I^cus Albus (that is) the white lake and runneth into the fea of Bachau, 
named of the aunciente wryters, the fea Cafpium or Hircanum. Vnder the dominion of Mofcouia, are certeyne 
regions and dukedoomes; as Alba Ru Hi a (that is) whyte RuITia. Alfo Colmogora, Plefcouia, Balrida, Nouo- 
gardia, with alfo manye places of the Tartars which are fubiecte to the duke of Mofcouia. The chiefe cities of 
Mofcouia, are Mofca, Plefcouia, Nouogardia, Colmogora, Otogeria, Viatra, Smolenfer, Percailauia, Cologna, 
Volodemaria, Roflauia, and Caflam. The people of Mofcouia are Chriilians, and haue greate abundaunce of 
hony and waxe : alfo ryche furres, as Sabels, Marternes, Foynes, Calaber, and dyuers other. All the Tartars 
which inhabite towarde the Eatl beyonde the ryuer of Volga, haue no dwellynge places, nor yet cities or cartels. 
But cary abowt with theym certeyne cartes or wagens couered with beafles hydes, vnder the whiche they refle, 
as wee do in owre houfes. 

They remoue togyther in great companies whiche they caule Hordas. They are warlike people and good 
horfemen, and are all Macometifles. 

Sebaftian Munfter in his booke of Vniuerfall Cofmographie, wryteth that the citie of Mofca 
or Mofcouia conteineth in circuite. xiiii. [fourteen] myles, and that it is twyfe as bygge as the citie of Pragain Bohe- 
mie. Of the countrey of Mofcouia, bifyde other prouinces fubiecte to the fame, he wryteth thus. It extendeth 
in largeneffe foure hundreth myles, and is rich in fyluer. It is lawfull for no man to go owt of the realrae or coome 
inwithowt the dukes letters. It is playne without mountaynes, and ful of wooddes and marylHies. The beafles 
there by reafon of the coulde, are iefle then in other countreis more fouthwarde. In the myddefl of the citie 
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of Mofca beinge fituate in a playne, there is a cafleU with. xvii. towres and three bulwarkes fo llronge and fayre, 
that the iyke are fcarfely feene in any other place. There are alfo in the caftell xvi. churches, and three very 
large courtes in the which the noble men of the courte haue theyr lodgynges. The dukes pallaice is buylded 
after the maner of the Italian buyldyng, and very fayre, but not great. Theyr drynke is niede and beere as is 
the maner of the mode parte of the puople that inhabite the North partes of the woorlde. They are excead- 
yngely gyuen to droonkenneife. Yet (as fume faye) the princes of the lande are prohibite in peine of death to 
abileine from fuch flronge drinkes as are of force to inebriate, except at certeyne tynies when licence is graunted 
IJieyra, as twyfe or thryfe in the yeare. They plowe the grownde with horfes and plowes of woodde. Theyr 
come and other grayne by reafon of longe coulde, doo feldome waxe rype on the ground by reafon wherof they 
are fumtimes inforccd to rype and dry them in theyr ilooues and hottes houfes, and then grynd them. They 

ThefaniQiisryuet lackc wync and oyle. Mofcouia is extended VTito lurham and Corelia which are in Scythia. The famous 
ryuer of Tanais, the Mofcouites caule Don, hauyng his fprynges and original! in Mofcouia in the dukedome of 
Rezenfe. It ryfeth owt of a grownde that is playne, baren, muddy, full of maryffhes and wooddes. And 
where it proceadeth toward the Eafl to the mountaynes of Scithia and Tartaric, it bendeth to the fouth: and 
commyng to the maryffhes of Meotis it fauleth into them. The ryuer of Volga (fumetyme cauled Rha, and 
nowe cauled of tJie Tartars Edel) runneth toward the north certeyne myles, to whom is ioyned the ryuer Occa 
or Ocha, flowynge owt of Mofcoiaia, and then bendyng into the South and increafed with many other ryuers, 
fauleth into the fea Euxinum, which dluideth Europe and Afia, The woodde or forell cauled Hircania fylua, 
occupieth a fmal portion of Mofcouia. Yet is it fumwhere inhabited, and by the longe labour of men made 
thinner and barer of trees. In that parte that lyeth towarde Pruflia, is a kynde of greate and fierce buUes 
cauled Vri or Bifomes, as wryteth Paulus louius. There are alfo Alces muche Iyke vnto hartes, with longe 
fnoutes of fleflhe and longe legges witbowt any bowinge of theyr houx or paflernes. Thefe beailes, the 
Mofcouites caule Lozzi, and the Almaynes Helenes, The iomaye that is betwene Vina of Lituania by Smolenfe 
to Mofca, is trauayled in wynter on fleades by the fnowe congeled by longe froile, and made very (lypperye 
and compacte Iyke Ife by reafon of much wearynge and treadynge, by meanes wherof this vyage is performed 
with incredible celeritie. But in the fommer, the playne countreys can not bee ouercome withowt difficulte 
labour. For when the fnowe begynneth to bee diffolued by continuall heale, it caufeth maryflhes and 

Causeys of iyini«r. quamyres inextricable and daungerous both for horfe and man, were it not for certeyne caufeyes made of 
tymber with in maner infinite labour. The region of Mofcouia (as I haue laid) beareth neyther vynes nor 
olyue trees, nor yet any other trees that here any apples or frutes of very plefant or fwete fauour or tafle except 
chery trees, for as much as al tender frutes and trees are burnte of the coulde blades of the North wynde. Yet 
doo the fieldes beare all kyndes of come, as wheate and the grayne cauled Siligo, wherof the fynefl kynde of 
breade is made: alfo mylle and panyke, whiche the Italians caule Melica: Likewyfe all kyndes of pulfe, as 
beanes, peafon, tares, and fuche other. But theyr chife haruefl confilleth of hony and waxe, forafmuch as the 
hole region is replenyflhed with fmtefuU bees which make mofl fweete hony, not in die hufbande mens hyues, 
but euen in holowe trees. And hereby commeth it to paffc that both in the wooddes and Ihalowed launes, 
are feene many fwarmes of bees hangyiige on the bowes of trees, fo that it Ihall not bee neceflarie to caule them 
togyther or charme theym with the founde of bafens. There are oftentymes founde greate maffes of honj' 
combes, conferued in trees of the owlde hony forfaken of bees, forafmuch as the hufband men can not feeke 
euery tree in fo great and large wooddes; In fo much that in the Ilockes or bodies of exceadynge great and 
holowe trees, are fumtymes founde great pooles or lakes of hony. Demetrius th[e]ambaffadour of the duke of 
Mofcouia whom he fent to the byflhop of Rome not many yeares fence, made relation that a hufbande man of 
the contrey not farre from the place where he remayned, fcekynge in the wooddes for hony, defcended into a 
greate holowe tree full of hony into the which he flypte vp to the bred, and lyucd there only with hony for the 
fpace of two dayes, caulynge in vayne for helpe in that deferte of wooddes. And that in fine difpayrynge of 
helpe, he efcaped by a mameilous chaunce, beinge drawen owt by a great beare that defcended into the tree, 
with her loyncs downewarde after the maner of men. For when the man {as prefent neceffitie and oportunltie 
ferued) perceaued the beare to bee within his reache, he fuddeinly clafpcd her abowt the loynes with his armes, 
and with a terrible crye prouoked the beaft to inforce her (Irength to leape owt of the tree, and thcrwith to 
drawe hym owt, as it chaunced in decde. 

Thefe regions abounde with beares whiche euery where feeke both hony and bees, not only herewith to 
fyl theyr bellies, but alfo to helpe theyr fyght. For theyr eyes are oftentymes dulled, and theyr mouthes 
wounded of the bees: both which greefes are eafed by eatynge of hony. They haue weakeft heades, as lions 
haue (Irongefl. In fo muche that when {beinge therto inforced) they caRe theim felues downe headelonge 
from any rockes, they couer theyr heades with theyr fiete, and lye for a tyme anoonyflhed and halfe deade with 
knockes. They walke fumtyme on two fiete, and fpoyle trees backewarde. Sumtyme alfo they inuade bulles, 
and fo hange on them with al theyr fiete, that they wery them with weight. The beare (as fayth Plinie) 
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bryiigcth furth her byrth the, xxx. [thirtieth] day and oftentymes two. Theyr byrth is a certeyne whyte maffe of 
fleffhe withowt forme and little bigger then a moufe withowt eyes, and withowt heare, with onely the nayles 
or clawes conunynge foorthe. But the damme with continuall lyckynge, by lyttie and lyttle figurethe the informe 
byrthe. When fhee entereth into the denne whiche fhee hath chofen, ihee creepeth thyther with her belly 
vpwarde lefte the place fliulde bee founde by the rteppes of her fiete. And being there deliiiered of her byrthe, 
lemaynethe in the fame place for the fpace of. xiiii, dayes immoueable as wryteth Arifloteles. They !yue 
withowt meale fortie dayes, and for that tyme fufteyne them felues only by lyckynge and fuckyng theyr ryght 
foote. At the lengthe chaunfynge to fynde meate, they fyll theym felues fo full, that they remedy that furfecte 
by vomyte whiche they pronoke by eatynge of antes. Theyr byrthe is opprefTed with fo heauy a lleape for the 
fpace of xiiii. dayes, that it can not bee rayfed eyther with prickings or woundes, and in the meane tyme growe 
exceadynge fat. After, xiiii, dayes they wake from lleepe, and begyn to licke and fucke the foles of theyr fore 
fiete and lyue thereby for a fpace : Nor yet is it apparent that they line by any other meate vntyll the fprynge 
tyme of the yeare. At whiche tyme begynnynge to runne abrode, they feede of the tender buds and younge 
fprigges or braunches of trees, and other herbes correfpondent to theyr lyppes. 

Before fiue hundreth yeares, the Mofcouites honoured the goddes of the gentyles : And then fyrfle receaued 
the Chridian faith when the byflhoppes of Grecia began to difcent from the churche of the Latines: and therfore 
receaued the rites of the Greekes. They minifler the facrament with fermented breade vnder both kyndest 
And thinke that the foules of deade menne are not helped with the fuifragies of preeftes, nor yet by the deuotion 
of theyr frendes or kinffolkes : Alfo that the place of Purgatorie is a fable. In the tyme of the diuine feruice, 
the hyflorie of the miracles of Chride and the Epiftels of laynt Paule are rehearfed owt of the pulpitte. Beyonde 
Mofcouia, are manye people whiche they caule Scythians, and are partely fubiecte to the Prince of Mofcouia. 
Thefe are they which duke luan fubdued, as are the people of Perm, Bafkird, Czriremifla, luhra, Corela, and 
Permika. Thefe people were Idolatours before the duke compelled theym to baptifme, and appoynted a byffhop 
ouer them named Steuen, whom the Barbarians after the departure of the duke, fleyde alyue and flewe. But 
the duke retumyng fhortly after, afflicted them fore and affigned them a newe byflhoppe. 

It is here alfo to bee noted that the owlde Cofmographers fayned that in thefe regions towarde the Northe 
pole, there fhuld bee certeyne great mountaynes which they cauled Ripheos and Hyperboreos, which neuer- 
theleffe are not founde in nature. It is alfo a fable that the ryuers of Tanais and Volham doo fprynge owt of 
hygh mountaynes, wheras it is apparent that both thefe ryuers and many other, haue theyr originall in the 
playnes. 

Ncxte to Mofcouia, is the frutefull region of Colmogora throwgh the whiche runneth the ryuer of Diuidna 
beinge the greatefl. that is knowen in tlie north partes of the world. This ryuer increafeth at certeyne tymes of 
the yeare as dooth the ryuer of Nilus in Egypte, ouerfloweth the fyeldes round abowt, and with abundaunce of 
fatte moyfture, refifteth the couldenefle of the ayer, Wheate fowne in the grounde, groweth abundauntly 
withowt plowynge: and fearynge the newe iniurie of the proude ryuer, fpryngeth, groweth,, and rypeth with 
woonderfull celeritie of haflynge nature. 

Into the ryuer of Diuidna runnethe the ryuer of luga: And in the very angle or comer where they meete, 
is a famous martc towre named VJliuga, beinge a hundreth and fyftie myles diHant from the chiefe citie of Mofca. 
To this mart towne from the hygher countreys, are fent the precious furres of marternes, fables, woolues and 
fuch other whiche are exchaunged for dyuers other kyndes of wares and marchaundies. 
Hytherto Munfterus. 

And forafmuche as many doo maruaile that fuche plentie of hony (huld bee In fo 
coole a contrey, I haue thought good to declare the reafon and naturall caufe hereof 
It is therefore to be confidered that iyke as fpices, gums, and odoriferous frutes are engendered in hot regions by 
continuall heate duryng al the hole yeare withowt impreflion of the mortifying qualitie of could wherby al thynges are 
conftrayned as they are dilated by heate, euen fo in could and moyft regions (whofe moyflure is thinner and more 
wateryflhe then in hot regions)are flowres engendered more abundantly ascaufed by impreffion of leffe and faynter 
heate woorkynge in thynne matter of wateryflhe moillure leffe concocte then the matter of gummes and fpices and 
other vnctuous frutes and trees growing in hotte regions. For althoughe (as Munfler faithe here before) the region 
of Mofcouia beareth nother vines or oliues, or any other frutes of fweete fauoure by reafon of the couldeneffe therof, 
neuertheleffe forafmuch as floures (wherof hony is chiefely gathered) may in fommer feafon growe abundantly in the 
playnes, maryffhcs, and wooddes.not onely on the grownde but alfo on trees in coulde regions, it is agreeable to good 
reafon that great plentie of honye Ihulde bee in fuche regions as abounde with floures, which are brought furthe 
with the fyrft degree of heate and fyrft approch of the fonne, as appeareth in the fprynge tyme not onely by the 
fpringinge of floures in fyeldes and gardeynes, but alfo of bloffomes of trees fpryngynge before the leaues or 
fnite, as the lyghter and thynner matter fyrfl,e drawne owte with the lowefle and leafle degree of heate, as the 



Floures in co-jIdE 

262" 



Hosted by Google 



294 



Of Mofcoiiie and Cathay. 



Ihe dorae, of 



lyke is fcene in the arte of (lyllynge wherby all lliinne and lyglit moyftures are lyfted vp by the fyrde degree of 
the fyre: and the heuyell and thickeil moyflures are drawne owt with more vehement fyre. As we may therfore 
in this cafe compare the generation of floures to the heate of May, the generation of gummes to the heate of 
lune and fpices to the heate of luly, Euen fo in fuche coulde regions whofe foommer agreeth rather with the 
temperate heate and moyflure of May then with th[e]extreeme heate of the other monethes, that heate is more 
apt to brynge foorth abundance of floures as thynges caufed by moderate heate, as playnely appeareth by theyr 
tad and fauoure in which is no (harpe qualitie of heate eyther bytynge the toonge or ofiendyng the head as is 
in fpices, gummes, and frutes of hotte regions. And as in could and playne regions, moderate heate with 
abundance of moifture, are caufes of the generation of floures (as I haue fayde) fo lykewyfe the length of the 
dayes and fliortneffe and warmenefle of the nyghtes in fommer feafon in fuche coulde regions, is a greate helpe 
heninto. Cardanus wrytedi in his booke De Plantis, that bramble and fearne growe not but in could regions, 
as dooth wheate in temperate regions. And that Ipices and hotle feedes, can not growe in coulde regions, 
forafmuch as beinge of thinne fubflaunce, they fhulde foone be mortified and extinct by exceffiue could. For 
(as he fayth) nothing can concocte, rype, and attenuate the fubflance ol frutes withowt the helpe of ayer 
agreable to the natures of fuch thynges as are brought foorth in the fame, althowgh it may doo this in rootes. 
But in maner all floures are of fwcetc fauour, forafmuch as the moyllure that is in them, being thinne and but 
lyttle, is by meane heate foone and eafely concocte or made rype. Such alfo as axe foone rype, are foone 
rotten according to the prouerbe. 

Plinie, althowgh in the. xi. booke of his naturall hyrtorie, Cap. viii. he wryteth that hony is gathered of 
the floures of all trees and fets of plantes, except foreli and the herbe cauled Chmopode (which fume catile 
goofe foote) yet he affirmeth that it defcendeth from the ayer: for in the. xii. chapyture of the lame booke, he 
wryteth thus. 

This coommeth from the ayer at the ryfynge of certeyne ftarres, and efpecially at the ryfynge oiSirius, and 
not before the ryfyng of Vergilite (which are the feuen Ilarres cauled Fkiades) in the fprynge of the day. For 
then at the mornynge fprynge, the leaues of trees are founde moifl, with a fat dewc: In fo much that fuch as 
haue bynne abrode vnder the firmamente at that tyme, haue theyr apparell annoynted with lyquoure and the 
heare of theyr headde clammy. And whether this bee the fwette of heauen, or as Jt were a certeyne fpettyl of the 
flarres, eyther the iuife of the ayer pourgynge it felfe, I wolde it were pure, liquide, and fimple of his owne nature 
as it fyrlle fauleth from aboue. Hut nowe defcendyng fo far, and infected not only with fuch vncleane vapoures 
and exhalations, as it meteth with by the way, but afterward alfo corrupted by the leaues of trees, herbes, and 
floures of fundrye tades and qualities, and lykewyie afwel in ft,omackes of the bees (for they vomite it at theyr 
mouthes) as alfo by longe referuynge the fame in hiues, it neuerthelefle reteyneth a great paile of the heauenly 
nature. &c. Ageyne in the. xiiii. chapiture of the fame booke, he wrytethe that in certeyne regions toward the 
north, as in fum places of Germanic, hony is found in fuch quantitie that there haue bynne feene hony combes of 
eyght foote longe, and blacke in the holowe parte. By the whiche woordes of Plinie, and by the principles of natu- 
rall philofophie, it dooth appere that abundaunce of hony fhtilde chiefely bee engendered in fuch regions where the 
heate of foommer is temperate and continuall afwell by nyght as by day as it isnotin hotte regions where the nyghtes 
be longe and coulde as is declared in the Decades. For lyke as fuche thynges as are fyned by continuall heate, 
mouynge, and circulation, are hyndered by refrigeration or coulde (as appereth in the art of (lyllynge and 
hatchynge of egges) euen fo by the action of temperate and continual! heate withowt interpofition of contrarie 
and mortifyinge qualitie, crude thynges are in fhorte tyme made rj^e, fower made fweete, thicke made thinne. 
heauie made lyght, groffe made fubtyle, harde made fofte, deade made lyuynge, and in fine bodies made fpirites, 
as manifeflly appeareth in the marueylous woorke of dygeflion of lyuyng bealles, wherby the fineft part of theyr 
nuriffhement is turned into bludde, and the fined of that bludde conuerted into fpirites, as the like is alfo fcene 
in the nuryffliement of trees, plantes, and herbes, and all other thynges that growe on the grounde, all whiche 
are moued, digeded, fubtiliate, attenuate, ryped, and made fweete by the action of this continuall heate wherof 
I haue fpoken. To conclude therfore, if hony bee eyther the fwette of the darres, or the iuife of the ayer 
pourginge it felfe (as plinie writeth) or other wyfe engendered of fubtyle and fine vapoures ryfmge frome the 
earth, and concocte or digeded in the ayer by the layd continuall and moderate heate, it may feeme by good 
reafon that the fame iJiulde bee engendered in foommer feafon more abundantly in coulde regions then in hoc, 
for the caufes afoiefayde. And that it may by autoritie and reafon more manifedlye appeare botlie that the 
heate of foommer in could regions is continual (as I haue layd) and alfo that the coulde in wynter is not there 
fo intollerable to th[e]inhabitauntes of thofe regions as other doo thynke, I haue thought good for the better 
declaration hereof to adde hereunto what I haue gathered owt of the booke of Zigierus wrytten of the north 
regions. 
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C OF THE NORTH REGIONS 

AND OF THE MODERATE AND CONTINVALL HEATE 

in coulde regions alwell in the nyght as In the day in 

foommer feafon : Alfo howe thofe regions are 

habitable to th[e]inhabitauntes of the 

fame, contrary to th[e]oppinion 

of the owlde wryters. 

*HF this matter, Ziglerus in his booke of the Northe 
regions in the defcription of Scondia wryteth as 
foloweth. 

Wee wyll intreate of this matter, not as puttynge the fame 
in queilion as dyd the owld wryters, nor gatherynge iudgement 
deducted of reafons in way of argument, forafmuch as wee 
are ahedy more certeyne by hyflorie that thefe coulde regions 
are inliabited. Wee wyll fyril therfore fhewe hy naturall reafon 
and by confideration of the fphere, declare how by the helpe 
of man and arte, coulde regions are inhabited withowt doraage 
or deilruction of lyuynge beafl.es : And wyll fyrile fpeake of 
the qualitie of fommer, declarynge howe it is there augmented. 
Yet intende I not to comprehende all that maye bee fayde in 
this matter, but only rehearfe fuch reafons and fimilitudes as 
are mofl apparent and eafy to bee vnderlloode. 

In fuch regions therfore, as are extended from the burnte 
line or Equin-^c ti i tow •■'•. i lo n-^rlli as much as the fonne ryfethe hygher ouer theim, fo muche are they tlie 
more burnte w ih Ik tt - \ftiu 1 iraufe it ryfeth hygheft. ouer them as they are nearell to the Equinoctiall : 
and taryinge w tli tl n fo m < I t ic iliorter time caufeth (horter days, with longer and coulder nyghtes to 
reftore the domage of the day pad by reafon of the moiHure confumed by vapour. But in fuch regions ouer 
the which the fonne ryfeth lower (as in Sarmatia) it remayneth there the longer in the day, and caufeth fo much 
the fhorter and warmer nyghtes, as reteynynge warme vapoures of the day pad, which vapours helpe the 
woorke of the day. 1 fpeake as I haue founde by experience, faythe Vpfalienfis. For I haue felt the fommer 
nyghtes fcarfely toUerable for heate in Gothlande, wheras I felte them coulde in Rome. This benefite of th[e]- 
increafe of the day, doth augment fo much the more in coulde regions as they are nearer the poles: and 
ceaceth not vntyll it coome directly ouer the center or poynte of the axes or axccltree of the worlde, where the 
fonne beinge at the hyghefl in fommer, is eleuate abowt. xxliii. degrees: In which regions, one continual day 
confiftcth of. vi. monethes from the fprynge tyme by the flandynge of the foonne {cauled Sohlitium) in the 
figne of Cancer to Autumne. The foonne therfore, withowt any offence of the night, gyueth his influence 
vppon thofe landes with heate that ncuer ceafethe durynge that tyme which maketh to the great increafe of 
foommer by reafon of continuance. We haue now therfore thought good to gather by a certeyne coniecture 
howe greately wee thinke the foommer to bee increafed hereby. 

Wee haue before declared howe hyghe the foonne is eleuate ouer the regions that are vnder the poles at 
the (laye of the foonne : And fo manye partes is it eleuate in Rome at the flay of the foonne in wynter (that is) 
at the ihorteil day in the yeare. But here, in the mydde wynter, the foonne at noone tyde is beneficiall, and 
bryngeth foorth floures, rofes, and ielefloures. I haue gathered fum in wynter in the moneth of December, 
not procured at home by humane arte, but growinge in open gardenes in maner in euery bedde vnder the ba.re 
heauen, browght foorth only by the foonne. But this benignitie of the foonne, continueth not pafl flue houres 
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in the naturall day, forafmuch as tli[e]operatioii therof is extinct by the couldeneiTe of the nyght folowynge. 
But If this benefite myght bee receaued withowt hinderaunce of the nyght, as it is vnder the poles, and fo 
continue many monetlies in hot regions vnto wynter, it (hulde fuerlye brynge foorthe manye woooderfuU 
thynges, if moyfture faykd not. And by this condition thus propounded, wee may well conceaue that the 
Romane winter, althowgh it be not hotte, yet to be equal in heate to the full fprynge tyme in the fame citie 
durynge the tyme of the fayde fine houres. And thus by a fimilitude of the height of the foonne vnder bothe 
places, and of the knowen qualitie of the Romane heauen, and by th[e]accelfe of the foonne to fuch places 
where the longed day continueth certeyne monethes, wee maye gather that foommer in places vnder the pole, 
is lyke vnto and equall with the full Romane fprynge. 

But the more difficulte quetlion, is of the tyme of the. vi. moonethes in the whicbe the foonne leaueth 
thofe regions, and go[e]th by the contrarye or ouerthwarte circle towarde the fouth in wynter. For they (ay that 
at that tyme, thofe regions are deformed with horrible darkeneffe and nyghtes not increafed, which may bee the 
caufe that bealles can not feke the)T foode. And that alfo the coulde ihulde then bee intollerable : by which 
double euyls all thynges conflrayned Ihulde dye, fo that no beafle were able to abyde th[e]iniuries of w)Titer 
and faraen infuinge therof: but that all beaftes ihulde peiyffhe before the fommer folowynge, when ihey Ihulde 
bringe furth theyr broode or fucceffion : And that for thefe caufes, the fayde coulde clime Ihulde bee perpetu- 
ally defolate and vnhabitable. To al which obiections, we anfwere in this maner 

As touchynge the nyghtes not increafed, I faye, that it was not conuenient to affume that for any reafon. 
For not as the foonne fauleth, fo fuddeynly commeth the darke night but tliat the euenynge dooth fubrtitute 
and prolonge the day ionge after, as alfo the day fprynge or dawnynge of the daye gyueth a certeyne lyght 
before the ryfmge of the foonne: After the whiche, the refidue of the nyght that receaueth no light by the iayde 
euenynge and momynge twilightes, is accomplj^ed by the lyght of the moone, fo that the nyghtes are feldome 
vnaugmented. Let this bee an exemple proued by owre temperate regions, wherby we may vnderilande the 
condition of the nyght vnder the pole. Therfore euen there alfo the twilightes helpe the nyght a Ionge tyme, 
as we wyl more prefently demonilrate. It is approued by the Aflronomers, that the foonne defcendynge from 
the highell halfe fphere by. xviii. paralels of the vnder horizon, makethe an ende of the twylight, fo that at the 
lengthe the darke nyght fuccedetht And that the foonne approchynge, and ryfynge aboue the the hyghell halfe 
fphere by as many paralels, dooth diminyffhe the nyght and increafe the twylyght Ageyne, by the pofition or 
placeinge of the fphere vnder the pole, the fame is the horizontall that is the Equinoctiall. Thofe paralelles 
therefore that are paralels to the horizontal line, are alfo paralels to the Equinoctiall. So that the foonne 
defcendynge there vcder the horizon, dooth not brynge darke nyghtes to thofe regions vntyll it coomme to the 
paralele diflant. xviii. partes from the Equinoctiall. 

IS hereof are made by certeyne fygures of Aftronomic, whiehe I woMe haue added hereunto but that I 

Durynge the tyme of thefe fayde fyxe moonethes of darkeneffe vnder the pole, the nyght is deflitute of the 
benefite of the foonne and the fayde twylyghtes, onely for the fpace of three moonethes, in the whiche the 
foonne goeth and retumeth by the portion of the ouerthwart circle. But yet neyther this tyme of three 
moonethes is withowt remedy frome heauen. For the moone with her full globe increafed in lyghte, hath 
acceffe at that tyme, and illuminateth the moonethes lackynge lyght, euery one by them felues, halfe the courfe 
of the moonethe; by whofe benefite it coommeth to paffe that the night, named as vnaugmented, poffeifeth 
thofe regions no longer then one mooneth and a halfe, neyther that continually or al at one tyme; but this alfo 
diuided into three forts of (horter nyghtes, of the whiche euery one endureth for the fpace of twoo weekes, and 
are illuminate of the moone accordyngly. And this is the reafon conceaued of the poure of the fphere wherby 
we teflifie that the fommers and nyghtes vnder the pole, are tollerable to lyuynge beafles. 

But wee wyll nowe declare by other remedies of nature and arte, that this coulde fo greatly feared, is more 
remiffe and tollerable then owre opinion; fo that compared to the nature of fuch bealles as Uue there, it may 
bee abydden. And there is no doubt but there are autours of more antiquitie then that age in the which any 
thynge was exactly knowen or difcouered of the north regions. The owlde wryters therfore perfuaded onely 
by naked coniecture, dydde gather what they myght determine of thofe places: Or rather by the ellimation of 
heauen, the which, bycaufe they felte it to bee hardely tollerable to them felues, and leffe to men borne in the 
clyme of Egypte and Grecia, tooke therby an argument of the hole habitable earth. The hyftorie of Strabo is 
knowen, that a potte of braffe which was broken in funder with frofen water, was brought from Pontus and fhewed 
in Delphis in token of a greuous wynter. Here therfore, they that fo greatly feared the winter (fuch as chaiinceth 
to the earth vnder the. xlviii. [forty-eighth] paralele) and therefore confecrated that broken pot to the temple of 
Apollo, what coulde fuch men trewly define vppon regions fo farre withowt that paralele, whether they were 
inhabited or not? But fuch as folowed thefe, being contented with th[e]inuentions of the owlde autours. 
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and borne in maner vnder the fame qualitie of heauen, perfifted wyllyngly in the lame opinion, with more 
confidence then confideration of the thynges whereof wee nowe intreate: fo lyghtly was that opinion receaued 
as touching the vnhabitable clime vnder the poles. But we with better confidence and faithe (forafmuch as we 
are not inilructed with coniectures) intend to ftande ageynfl, the fentence of the owld autours: Affirming the 
north regions within the conlde clime to bee inhabyted with hearynges, coddes, haddockes, and brettes, 
tunnyes, and other great fyfllies, with th[e]infinite number wherof, tables are fumyfllied through a great parte 
of Europe: AI whiche are taken in the north fea extended beyonde owr knoweleage. Tliis fea at certeyne 
tymes of the yeare, poureth furth his plentifulnefle, or rather dryueth furth his increafe to feke newe manfions, 
and are here taken in theyr paflage. Furthermore alfo, euen the mouthes of the riuer of Tyber receaue a fyllhe 
as a newe gell fent from the north fea. This fwamme twyfe through Fraunce and twife throughe Spayne ; 
Ouerpaffed the Ligurian and Tufcan fea to communicate her felfe to the citie of Rome. The lakes alfo and 
tytiers of thofe regions are replenyfflied with fyflhe: In fo much that no poure of coulde is able to extinguyflbe 
th[e]increafe of the yeare folowinge, and the fucceflion reparable fo many hundreth yeares. And I playnely 
thinke, that yf it fliulde of neceflitie folowe, that one of thefe two elementes, the earthe and the water, fhulde 
be deftructiue to lyuynge creatures, the water (hulde chiefely haue wrought this effecte. But this is founde fo 
tractable, that in the diepe wynter, both that increafe is brought furth, and fyffhynge is alfo exercifed. The 
lande is lykewife inhabited with lyke plentifulnefle. But that we wander not to farre : T-et the fayth hereof reft 
in th[e]expofition folowynge, wherin we intend to declare howe by the poure of nature and induHry of man, 
this commoditie may coomme to pafle. Therfore as touchynge nature, wee fuppofe that the diuine prouidence 
hath made nothynge vncommunicable, but to haue gyuen fuch order to all thynges wherby euery thynge maye 
bee tollerabie to the nexte. The extremeties of the elementes confent with theyr next. The ayer is groffe 
abowt the earth and water: But thinne and hotte abowt the fyre. By this prouidence of nature, the vttermoft 
fea is very falte. And falte {as wytnefleth Plinie) yeldeth the fatneffe of oyle. But oyle, by a certeyne natiue 
heate, is of propertie agreable to fyre. The fea then, beinge all of fuch qualitie, poureth furth it felfe far vpjjon 
th[e]extreme landes, whereby by reafon of the falteneffe therof, it moueth and (lereth vp generadue heate, as by 
fatnefl'e it noryfflieth the fecunditie of thynges generate. It gyueth this frutfulnes to the earth at certeyne fluds, 
although the earth alfo it felfe, haue in his inner bowels the fame liuely and nuryflhynge heate, wherby not only 
the dennes, caues and holowe places, but alfo fprynges of water are made warme: And this fo much tlie more, 
in howe muche the wynter is more vehement. This thyng dooth more appere by this exemple, that the 
mountaynes of Norway and Suethlande are fruteful of metals, in the which, fyluer and copper are concocte and 
molten into veynes, which can fcarfely bee doonne in fornaces. By this reafon alfo, the vapours and hotte 
exhalations perceinge the earthe and the waters, and throwghe both thofe natures breathynge furth into the 
ayer, tempereth the qualitie of heauen and maketh it tollerabie to beaftes, as wytnefleth the huge byggeneffe of 
the whales in thofe feas, with the ftrength of bodye and longe lyfe of fuche beaftes as line on the lande : whiche 
thynge coulde not bee, excepte al! thynges were there coramodioully nuryflhed by the benefite of the heauen 
and the ayer. For nothyng that in the tyme of increafe is hyndered by any iniurie, or that is euyll fedde all 
the tyme it lyueth, can profper well. Neyther are fuch thynges as lyue there, off'ended with theyr natural! 
wynter as thowgh an Egiptian or Ethiopian were fuddeynly conueyed into thofe coulde regions. For they 
were in longe tyme by lyttle and lyttle browght fyrft acquaynted with the nature of that heauen, as may be 
proued both by the lyfe of man and by the hillorie of holy fcripture. They that were led from Mefopotania, 
and that famous towre of Babilon towarde the north partes of the worlde in the fyrd difpertion of nations, dyd 
not immediatly paife to th[e]extreme boundes, but planted theyr habitations fyrft vnder a myddle heauen 
betwene both, as in Thracia and Pontus, where theyr pofteritie was accuftomed the better to fufteyne the 
rygoure of Scythia and Tanais, as he that commeth from winter to foommer, maye the better after abyde Ife 
and fnowe beinge fyrft hardened therto by the froftes of Autumne. In lyke maner mortal] men, accuftomed to 
beare the hardeneffe of places nexte vnto theym, were therby at the length more confirmed to fufteyne the 
extremes. And here alfo, if any (harpeneffe remayne that maye feeme intoUerable, nature hathe prouyded for 
the fame with other remedies. For the lande and fea, hathe gyuen vnto beaftes, diepe and large caues, dennes, 
and other holowe places and fecreate comers in mountaynes and rockes, bothe on the lande and by the fea 
bankes, in the which are euer conteyned warme vapoures fo much the more intent and vehement, in howe 
much they are the more confljayned by extieme could Nature hath alfo gyuen valleys diuerted and defended 
frome the north wyndes. Shee hath lykewife couered beaftes with heare fo much the thicker in howe muche 
the vehemencie of could is greater: by reafon wherof the beft and rycheft furres are browght from thofe 
regions, as Sables whofe price is growne to great exceflTe nexte vnto gold and precious flanes, and are ellemed 
princely omamentes. The beaftes that beare thefe furres, are hunted chiefely in wynter (which thynge is more 
ftraunge) bycaufe theyr heare is thenne thicker and cleaueth fafter to the fliyn. Howe greauous then Ihall we 
thinke the winter to bee there where this lyttle beaft lyueth fo well, and where the hunters may fearch 
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the dennes and hauntes of fucli beades throwglie the woocJdes and fnowe? But fuche beades the 
condition of whofe bodies is fo tender that they are not able to abyde th[e]iniurie of coulde, eyther 
lye hydde in wynter, or chaunge tlieyr habitation, as do certeyne beafles alfo in onTe clime. Nature 
hath furthermore gyuen remedie to man bothe by arte and indullry to defende him felfe both abrode 
and at home. Abrode, with a thicke vedure, and the lame well dowbeled. At home, with large fyers 
on harthes, chymyneys, and in ftooues for the day, with clofe chambers, and couches, fofte and wainie beddes 
for the nyght: by whiche remedies they mitigate the winters which feeme rigorous to Uraungers, althowghe they 
are to th[e]inhabit3untes more toUerable then owre opinion, as in deede by the fyrll natural mixture or 
compofition of theyr bodies, fuch thlnges are agreable to them as feeme very harde to other. The lion In Affrike 
and the beare in Samiatia, are fierce as in theyr prefente Arength and vigoure: but trandated into a contrary 
heauen, are of leffe flrength and courage. The foule cauled Ciconia (which fum thinke to bee the llorke) 
dooth not tary the winter: yet doo the cranes coomme at that tyme. The Scythian wyll accufe the Roniane 
heauen as induceinge feuers, wheras neuertheleffe there is none more holfoome. Such as haue byn tenderly 
browght vp, if they coomme fuddeynly in to the campe, can not away with hunger, watch)Tige, heate, paffages 
throwgh ryuers, battayles, fieges, and aflaultes. But the owld fouldier exercifed in the warres, vfeth thefe as 
meditations of the fielde, as hardened therto by longe experience. He that hath byn accuflomed to the 
fliajowe of the citie, and wyll attempte the fayinge of the poet Virgil, Nudus ara, fere nudus, that is, naked and 
bare withowt houfe and home, fball to his perell make an ende of the verfe, Habebis frigora febrem (that is) 
he Ihall haue the coulde ague. Suche thynges therfore as feeme harde vnto vs, beinge accullomed by lyttle and 
lyttle, becomme more tollerable ; In fo much that this exercife of fufferaunce by fuch degrees, dooth oftentymes 
grow to prodigious efifectes farre beyonde owre expectation. And thus wee feeme to haue made fufficient 
demon ftration, by heauen, nature, and arte, wherby it may appere that no part of the lande or fea is denyed to 
lyu)mge creatures. The reader may alfo perceaue how large matter of reafons and exemples may bee opened 
for the declarynge of owre opinion wherein wee reft. Let therfore th[e]autoritie of the ancient autours gyue 
place, and the confent of the newe wryters agree to this hydory, not as nowe at the length comprehended 
(whereas before many hundreth yeares Germanie and Scondia had entercourfe of marchaundies not feuered by 
the large goulfe of Gothia) but as nowe by owr commentaries brought to light And hauyng fayde thus much 
in maner of a preface, we wyll nowe procede to wryte of the north regions. 

C SCHONDIA. 

gChondia, Schondania, or Sch on den march ia, is as much to fay as fayre Dania or fayre Denmarke. 
I'linie in one place, nameth it Scandia, and in an other, Scandinauia if there bee no faute in 
th[e]exemplers. It was named Schondia, by reafon of the fayrenelfe and frutfulnefle therof 
And this afwell for that in beneficiall heauen, fertilitie of grounde, commoditie of hauens and 
marte townes, abundaunce of ryuers of fyflihe, plentie of beaftes, great quantitie of metall, as 
golde, fyluer, copper, and leade, diligent culturynge the grounde, with townes and cities wel 
inhabited and gouemed by ciuile lawes, it gyuethe place to none other fortunate region, 
er vnknowen fo the owlde Greekes and latins as may appeare by this argumente that with one 
confente they affirmed that in thefe north regions the could zone or clime, was condenmed to perpetuall fnowe 
intoUerable to all lyuynge creatures. For few of them haue made mention hereof as to be inhabited. Amonge 
whom Plinie as one of the chiefe, fayth in his fourth booke, that Schondania is of vnknowen byggenefle 1 and 
only that portion therof to be knowen which is inhabited with the nation of the Hilleuiones in fiftie vyllages. 
Neyther yet is Eningia leffe in opinion. Other more auncient then Plinie, haue placed mofl fortunate regions, 
with men of longe lyfe (whiche the Greekes caule Macrobios) and of mode innocente behauour vnder the tracte 
of thofe landes : and that there came from thence to Delphos, certeyne religious viiginnes with vowes and gyftes 
confecrated to Apollo: And furthermore that that nation obfemed this inilltution vntyll the fayde virgins were 
violated of them of whome they were receaued as flraungers. Thefe are mod cleare teflimonies of Antiquitie, 
both of the greatneffe of Schondia, and the people that inhabite the fame, althowgh they were fence vnknowen, 
as lykewyfe the Gothes departynge from thefe north landes althowghe they obteyned Th[e]cmpire of the regions 
abowte the mariflhes of Meotis and the coades of the fea Euxlnus, with the rcalme of Denmarke (wherof that 
is thought to bee a portion whicli is nowe cauled Tranfiluania) and the bankes of the ryuer of Danubius, and 
in fine inuaded the Romane Empire, yet were not the regions wel knowen from whenfe they tooke theyr 
original!. Therefore lyke as parte of the owlde wryters are vnfufficlent wytneffes to tedifie of oivre narrations 
as touchynge thefe landes vnknowen to them, Euen fo the other parte which excluded the lame as vnhabitable, 
are to bee conuinced leade theyr autoritie beinge admitted, fhuld engender opinions not agreeable or conuenlent 
to the nature of places. Sigifmundus Libenis, in his commentaries of Mofcouia, wryteth thus. Scandia or 




This was in n 



Hosted by Google 



Of the north regions. 



299 



The Golhes and 




InchauDters 



Scondia, is no Hand (as fume haue thought) but parte of the continente or firme lande of Suetia, which by a 
longe tracte reacheth to Gothlande : And that nowe the kynge of Denmarke poffeffeth a great parte therof. But 
wheras tlie wryters of thefe thinges haue made Scondia greater then Suetia, and that the Gothes and Lumbardes 
came frome thenfe, they fceme in my opinion to comprehende thefe three kyngedomes as it were in one body, 
only vnder the name of Scondia, forafmuch as then, that parte of lande that lyeth betwene the fea Ealtheum 
(whiche floweth by the coades of Finlandia) and the frofen fea, was vnknowen: And that by reafon of fo many 
marifrties, innumerable ryuers, and intemperatneffe of heauen, it is yet rude vncultured, and lyttle knowen. 
Which thynge hath byn the caufe that fumme iudged all that was cauled by the name of Scondia, to bee one 
great I lande. 

il Gronlande. 

ijRonlande is interpreted greene lande: fo cauled for the great increafe and friitefulneife of 
pallure. By reafon wherof, what great plentle of cattayle there is, it may hereby appere that 
at fuch tyme as Ihyppes may paffe thyther they fet furth great heapes of cheefe and butter to 
bee fould, wherby wee coniecture that the lande is not rowgh with barren mountaynes. It 
hath tjwo Cathedrall Churches vnder th[e] ordination of Nidrofia. To one of thefe, was of 
late yeares a byflhop appoynted onely by the tytle of a fuffragane in confideration that while 
tlie metropolitane dooth neglect the direction of religion for the diilance of the place and 
difficult nauigation, the people is in maner faulne to gentilitie, being e of themfelfe of mouable wyttes and gyuen 
to magical artes. For it is fayde that they (as alfo the people of Laponia) doo rayfe tempeiles on the fea with 
magical inchauntmentes, and brynge fuch (hippes into daungeour as they intende to fpoile. They vfe lyttle 
(hyppes made of lether, and fafe ageynfle the brufynge of the fea and rockes, and with them affayle other 
ihippes. Peter Martyr of Angleria, writeth in his Decades of the SpaniflTie nauigations, that Sebaftian Cabote 
fayling from Englande continually towarde the north, folowed that courfe fo farre that he chaunfed vppon 
greate flakes of Ife in the mooneth of luly : and that diuertynge from thenfe, he folowed the coafle by the Ihore 
bendynge towarde the South vntyl he came to the clime of the Ilande of Hifpanioia aboue Cuba, an Hand of 
the Canibales. Which narration hath giuen me occafion to extende Gronlande beyonde the promontory or cape of 
Huitfarch to the continente or firme lande of Lapponia aboue the cailell of Wardhus: which thynge I did the 
rather for that the reuerende Archebyflhoppe of Nidrofia, conftantely affirmed that the fea bendethe there into 
the forme of a crooked elbowe. It agreeth herewith alfo, that the Lapones confent with them in the lyke magi- 
cal practifes and doo neyther imbrafe the Chrillian religion nor refufe it: wherby I haue thowght this lykeneife 
of cuflomes to bee betwene them bycaufe they ioyne togyther in one continent. The diflance lykewyfe, feemeth 
not to difagree. For betwene both thefe people, the diflance is not full twoo hundreth Schceni, euery one being 
a fpace of grounde conteinyng. Ix. [sixty] furlonges, which make. vii. [seven] myles and a halfe. It furthermore 
agreeth with this coniecture that Cabote chaunfed into fuch Ife. And albeit as touchynge the mooneth of luly, 
I wyll contend it is not well reherfed, no althowghe he had fayled vnder the pole, for fuch reafons as wee haue 
declared before to the contrary, neuerthelelfe, that at fum tyme he fayled by Ife, this teilifieth in that he fayled 
not by the mayne fea, but in places nere vnto the lande comprehendyng and imbrafyng the fea in forme oi a 
goulfe, wheras for the fame caufe, the goulfe of Gothland is frofen bycaufe it is ftreyght and narow, in the whiche 
alfo the lyttle quantitie of fait water is ouercoome by the abundance of freffhe water of many and greate ryuers 
that faule into the goulfe. But betwene Norwaye and Iflande, the fea is not frofen for the contrary caufe, 
forafmuch as the poure of freffhe water is there ouetcomrae of th[e]abundance of the falte water. There is a 
fame (but of vncerteyne autoritie) that the Spanyardes fayle at this prefente to Gronlande, and to an other lande 
which they caule Terra viridis, that is, the greene lande, bringynge from thenfe fuche wares as are founde In 
Gronlande. Towarde the north, it reacheth to the vnknowen lande vnder the pole, from whenfe alfo the 
theues and robbers of the Pigmei coomme into this lande. Whiche is an argument that the regions vnder the 
pole are inhabited and almofl. enuironed with the fea, as are they whiche the Cofmographers caule Cherfonnefi 
or Peninfulse (that is) almofl liandes : 

t^ JTie defcription of Gronlande. 
J[ The defcription of the Eaflfyde whiehe lyeth towarde Norway. 
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ISLANDE. 

Slande is interpreted the land of Ife, and is cauled of the owlde wryters Thyle. It is extended 
betivene the fouth ajid the north almofl two hundreth fchoenes in longitude. It is for the 
moll part full of mountaynes and vncultured. But in the playnes it hath fuche frutefuU 
pailures, that they are fayne funnetymes to dryue the beaHes from their feedynge lead they 
fhulde bee fuifocate with to much fatnes. This Hand is famous by the llrange miracles of 
nature, of the which Saxo Grammaticus in his hyllorie of Denmarke, and Olanus Gothus in 
his defcription of the north landes, doo make mention. There are in it three mountaynes of 
marueylous height, the toppes whereof are couered with perpetual! fnowe. But the nether partes of them, are 
of lyke nature to the mountayne Etna in the Ilande of Slcilie boyling with concinuail flames of fyre and 
caflynge furth brymtlone. One of thefe is named Helga, and the other Mons Criicis (that is) the mounte of 
the croffe. The thyrde is named Hecla: whofe flames neyther confume flaxe or towe, matters mofl,e apte to 
take fyre, nor yet are quenched with water. And with lyke force as the fliotte of great artiUerie is driuen furth 
by violence of fyre, euen fo by the commixtion and repugnaunce of fyre, coulde, and brymflome, greate flones 
are here throwne into the ayer, Nere vnto thefe mountaynes are three chynkes or open places in the eartlie 
of houge byggeneffe and fuche depth (efpecially at the mounte Hecla) that no fyght can attayne therto. But to 
fuch as loote into them, there fyrfl appeare men as thowgh they were drowned and yet breathyng furth theyr 
fowles: who beinge exhorted by theyr frendes to reforte to theyr owne, they aunfwere with moornynge voyce 
and greuous fyghes, that they mull departe frome thenfe to the mount Hecla, and therwith fuddeynly vanyffjie 
owte of fyght Ife floweth abowt the Ilande for the fpace of feuen or eyght moonethes, makynge by runnynge 
togyther a certeyne miferable waylinge and gronynge noyfe not vnlyke the voyce of man. Th[e]inhabi- 
tauntes tliynke, that in this Ife and the mounte Hecla, are the places where the euyll foules of theyr people 
are tormented. If any man take a greate portion of this Ife, and kepe it as diligently as may bee in a clofe 
veffeil or cofer, the fame dooth fo vanyflhe at the tyme when the other Ife abowt the Ilande diffolueth, that not 
fo much as one droppe of water or Ife can therof bee founde. 

Not farre from thefe mountaynes reachynge toward the fea coafles, are foure fprynges of water of mode 
diuers and contrary nature. The fyrfle, by reafon of his perpetuall and feruente heate, fuddeynely turneth all 
bodies that are cade therin, into flones, reieruynge neuertheleffe theyr fyrft forme and fliape. The feconde, is 
of intoUerable couldenelTe. The tliyrde is fweeter then hony, and mod pleafaunte to quenche thyrll. The 
fourth is playne poyfon, pedilent, and deadely. There is furthermore in thefe fprynges fuche abundaunce of 
brymdone, that a thoufende pounde weight therof is bought for lyttle, as for the tenth parte of a ducate, 
Theyr chiefe wares, are dryed fyfftie, as foles, maydens, playces, felpas, ftockefyffiies, and fuch other which they 
exchange for wheat and fuch other thynges as are browght thyther from Lubeck, Hamborowe, and Amilerdam. 
For they haue oftentymes fuch fcarfeneffe of come, that they vfe dryed fyiihe in the deade of breade, althowgh 
in foommer the Ilande fo floryflheth with greene and frutefuU medowes, that they are fayne fumtimes to dryue 
theyr beafl,es from paflure leafte they diulde fuff"ocate for to much fatteneffe, as I haiie iayde before. They 
make very good butter, and apte to bee vfed in matters of phlficke. There are founde dyuers kindes of good 
haukes, as faulcons, gerfalcons, lanners, and fperhaukes. Alfo rauens, crowes, beares, hares, and foxes, both 
whyte and black e. They haue mod fwyfte horfes : and fuch as runnc. xxx. [thirty] myles continually withowt reft or 
bayte. They haue many churches : and houfes buylded of the bones of whales and other greate fyflhes. The 
nauigation is not open to this Ilande but in fommer feafon: and that only for the fpace of foure moonethes, by 
reafon of the coulde and Ife whereby the paffage is ftopped. If any ftryfe or debate aryfe on the fea amonge 
the mariners for the commoditie of the hauen, the gouernour of the place althowgh he haue knowleage therof, 
yet dooth he not punyflhe them, forafmuch as it apperteyneth not to his office to decerne fuch thynges as are 
doonne on the fea, but only on the lande. Shippcs are there often tymes in great perell by reafon of whales 
and fuch other monfters of the fea, excepte the mariners take good heede and keepe them farre frome the 
(hyppes with the noyfe of droommes, and emptie barrels caft into the fea. There are many niynftrels and 
other tliat play on indrumentes, with the fweete noyfe whereof, they vfe to allure foules and iiflhes to theyr 
nettes and fnares. Many alfo, lye lurkynge in caues and dennes to auoyde the fiiarpeneffe of coulde, as the 
Affricanes doo the lyke to defend them felues from the heate. On the toppe of a certeyne mountayne cauled 
Weyfcarch, (lyinge betwene Iflande and Gruntland or Gronlande) is erected a fliypmans quadrant of marueilous 
byggeneffe, made by two pirates named Pinnigt and Pothord in fauour of fuch as fayle by thofe coades that 
they may therby auoyde the daungerous places lyinge towarde Gronland. 
The myddeft of the Ilande. 7 o' [Long.] 65 30.' [T>at.] The citie Harfol. etc. 7 40' [Long.] 60 42' [i.at.] 
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Laponia. 

jIHe region of Laponia, was fo named of the people that inhabite it For the Germayns, caule 
all fuche Lapones, as are fimple or vnapte to lliynges. This people is of fmaule ftature, and 
of fuch agilitie of bodie, that hauynge theyr quyuers of arrowes gerte to them and theyr 
bowes in theyr handes, they can with a leape, cafte theym felues throwgh a circle or hope of 
the diameter of a ciibite. They feyght on foote, armed with bowes and arrowes after the 
nianer of the Tartars. They are exercifed in hurlynge the darte and fhootynge from theyr 
youth : in fo muche that they giue theyr chyldren no meate vntyll they hit the marke they 
Oioote at as dyd ino«lde tj-me th[e]mhabitiuntes of the Ilandes cauled Bileares Thej \le to make thi}r 
ap[ ircll flrei^ht and clofe to theyr boddies that it hynder not the}r noorke ThejT winter \e(turis are mide 
of the hole (kmnes of feales or beares artificially wrought and made lupple Thefe the} tye withaknotte 
aboue the\r htades leaujnge onelj two holes open to looke through, and haue all the refldue of theyr bodies 
couered is thou^he they were fowed m fackes, but that this bemge adapted to all partes of theyr bodiei, is fo 
made for commoditie and not for a ptimflhement as the Romans were accuftomed to fowe piriades m fackes 
of lether with a cocke, an ape and a ferpent and fo to hurle them al)ue all togither into the ryuer of l)ber 
And hereby I thinke it came to palle that in owlde tyme it was raflhely beleued that in thefe regions 
there were men with rowgh and herj bodies wilde beifles, as parte made rehtion throwghe ignoraunLe, 
parte alfo takjnge pleifure in reheirfall of fuche thynges as are flraunge to the hearers, The Lapones 
<'efended bj this arte and mduflry, go abrode and withflande the fiiarpenes of winter and the north 
*v)ndes with all the iniurits of heauen The) haue no houfes, but certeyne tabernacles like tentes or hales 
vherwith the) paffe from pkce to place and change theyr manfions Sum of them hue after the maner uf ihe 
people of Sarmatia cauled in owlde tyme Amaxobii, which vfed waynes m theileade of houfes They are ranch 
^>ui.n to huntjTige and hme futh plentie of ujlde beafles that the) kjU them in maner in eucry plice 
It IS not hwtull for a woman to go furth of the tente at thit doore b) the whiche her hulbandc wente 
oirte on himtjnge the fame di)e nor yet to touche with her hande any parte of the bealle that is taken 
\nt)ll her hufbande reachc her on the fpitte fuche a portion of flcflhe as he thmketh good They t>ll not the 
grounde. The region nuryflheth no kynde of ferpentes: yet are there greate and noyfoome gnattes. Tliey 
take fyfllie in greate plentie : by the commoditie wherof, they lyue after the maner of the Ethiopians cauled 
Ichthiophagi. For as thefe drie theyr fifflie with feruent heate, fo doo they drye them with coulde, and gryiide 
or ilampe them to pouder as fmaule as meale or floure. They haue fuch abundaunce of thefe fyflhes, that 
they hourd great plentie therof in certeyne ilore houfes to cary them vnto other landes nere abowt them, as 
Northbothnia and Whyte Ruffia. Theyr fhyppes are not made with nayles, but are tide togyther and made 
fad with cordes and wyththes. Wiih thefe they fayle by the fwyft ryuers betwene the mountaines of Laponia, 
beinge naked in fommer that they may the better fwymme in the tyme of perell, and gather together fuch wares 
as are in daunger to bee loft by Ihipwracke. Part of them exercife handie craftes, as imbrotherynge and 
weauynge of cloth interlaced with golde and fyluer. Suche as haue diuifed any neceflary arte, or doo increafe 
and amende th[e]inuentions of other, are openlye honoured, and rewarded with a vellure, in the which is 
imbrothered an argument or token of the thynge they deuifed. And this remayneth to the pofteritie of theyr 
famelie in token of theyr defertes. They frame ftiippes, buylde houfes, and make diuers fortes of houftiolde 
ftuffe artificially, and tranfporte them to other places neare abowte. They bye and fell bothe for exchaunge of 
ivares and for money. And this only by confent of both parties withowt communicacion : yet not for lacke of 
wytte or for rudeneffe of maners, but bycaufe they haue a peculiar language vnknowen to theyr bortherers. It 
is a valiant nation, and lyued longe free, and fufteyned the warres of Norwaye and Suecia vntyll at the length 
they fubmitted them felues, and payde ryche furres for theyr tribute. They chofe them felues a gouernour 
whom they caiile a kynge; But the kyng of Suetia gyueth hym autoritie and adminiftration. Neuertheleffe, the 
people in theyr futes and doubtful] caufes, reforte to Suecia to haue theyr matters decifed. 

In theyr iomeys, they go not to any Inne, nor yet enter into any houfe, but lye all nyght vnder the firma- 
ment. They haue no horfes : but in the fteade of them, they tame certeyne wyld beaftes which they caule Reen, 
beinge of the iufte byggenelTe of a mule, with rowgh heare lyke an Affe, clouen feete, and braunched homes lyke 
a harte, but lower and with fewer antlettes. They wyll not abyde to bee rydden. But when theyr peitrels or draw- 
ynge coUers are put on them, and they fo ioyned to the chariotte or fleade, they mnne in the fpace of. xxiiii. [twenty- 
four] houres, a hundreth and fiftie myles, or. xxx. [thirty] fchcenos : The whiche fpace they affirme to chaunge 
the horizon thryfe : that is thryfe to coome to the furthefl figne or marke that they fee a farre of. Which 
doubtleffe is a token both of the marueylous fwiftneffe and great ftrength of thefe beaftes beinge able to con- 
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tinewe ruiinynge for fo great a fpace, in the meane whyle alfo fpendynge fumtyme in feedynge. 1 fappofe 
tliat this thynge was fumewliat knowen to the owlde wryters, although receaued in manner by an obfciire 
and doubtful fame. For diey alfo wryte that certeyne Scythians doo ryde on hartes. 

They neyther folowe the Chridian religion, nor yet refufe it or are offended therwith as are the luwes : but 
do fumtymes receaue it fauorably to gratifie the princes to whonie they obey. And that no more of theym 
imbrafe the Chrillian fayth, the fautu is finiiwhat to bee Imputed to the byffhoppes and prelates that haue 
eyther reiected this cure and charge of inHructynge the nation, or fuffered the faith of Chrifl to be fuffocate 
euen in the f)T(l fprynge. For vnder the pretenfe of religion, they wouldehaue aduaunced theyr ownereuenues 
and ouerburthened the people by an intollerable exemple, none othenvyfe here then in all Chriftendome, 
which thynge is doubtleffe the caufe of mofte greuous defections. I harde lohn a byflhoppe of Gothlande fay 
thus ; We that goueme the churche of Vpfalia, and haue vnder owre dioceffe a great parte of that nation, lyke 
as it is not conueniente to declare many thynges of owre vigilance and attendaunce ouer the flocke committed 
to owre chargCj euen fo abfteynynge frome myfcJieuous couetoufneffe wherby religion is abufed for luker, we 
doo in all places owre diligent endeuour that we miniller none occafion whereby this nation as offended by owre 
fmnes, maye bee the leffe wyllynge to embrafe the Chridian fayth. This is the date of the religion amonge the 
Lapones: Akhowgh of theyr owne inditution and cuflome receaued of theyr prediceffours, they are Idolatours, 
honourynge that lyuynge thynge that they meete fyrd in the momynge, for the god of that daye, and diuinynge 
thereby theyr good lucke or euyll. They alfo erecte images of flones vpon the mountaines which they efleeme 
as goddes, attributing to them diuine honour. They folemne marriages, and begynne the fame with fyre and 
flynte, as with a myilerie fo aptely applyed to the image of done as if it had byn receaued frome the myddede 
of Grecia. For in that they adhibite a myderie to fyre, as they doo not this alone {forafmuche as the Romanes 
obferued the fame cudome) euen fo are they herein partly to be commended in that they vfe the ceremonies of fo 
noblea people. The myderie of the flinte is no leffe to bee pray fed, both forafmuche as this is domedicall phiJofophie, 
and hath alfo a nere afiinitie and fignification to thefe folemnities. For as the flynt hath in it fyre lyinge hydde 
whiche appearedi not but by mouynge and force, fo is there a fecreate iyfe in both kyndes of man and woman 
whjche by mutuall coniunction coommethe furth to a lyuynge byrth. They are furthermore experte inchaunters. 
They tye three knottes on a ftrynge hangynge at a whyppe. When they lofe one of thefe, they rayfe tollerable 
wyndes. When they lofe an other, the wynde is more vehement. But by lofyng tJie thyrde, they rayfe playne 
tempeftes as in owlde tyrae they were accudomed to rayfe thunder and lyghtnynge, TJiis arte doo they vfe 
agemd fuch as fajie by theyr coades and di}e or moue the ryuers and feas more or lefle as they lyft to diewe 
fau >ure or difpleafuie Ihey make alfo of leade rerte\ne Ihortemagicalldartes of the quantitie and length of a 
tjnger Thefe the\ throwe age\nde fuche of whome they defyre to bee reuenged, to places neuer fo farre 
didant Ihej are fumtimes fo \e\ed «ilh the canker on their armes or legges that in the fpace of three dayes 
tht.j d>e throwgh the vehemencie of the pa\ne The fonne fauleth very lowe in thefe regions: and prolongeth 
one continuall nyghte for the fpace of thre moonethcs m wynter, durynge whiche tyme they haue none other 
l)ght but Ijke vnto the twylj^ht of euen^n^e'; and momynges. This is very cleare, but continueth but fcwe 
houres and is lyke the bnght ftijnjnge ot the moone Therfore that day that the fonne returneth to the 
hemifpherit, the\ keepe holy day and m^ke great m)rth with folemne fediuitie. And thefe are tlie maners of 
this nation, not fo l^rutjITlie or faluage is woorthj therfore to bee caulcd Lapones for thejT vnaptneffe or 
fimpliatie as when they Ijued \ndcr the\r owne Empire and vfed no familiaritie or entercourfe with other 
nations and knene not the LOmmodilie of the) r oiinc th\nges, neyther the pryce and edimation of theyr furres 
in owre regions, by reafon whereof they foulde great plentie of them for fum of owre wares of fmaule value. 

The boundes or limittes of Laponia (beinge th[e]extreme lande of Scondia knowen towarde the north pole) 

are extended toivarde this parte of the North, to the worlde yet vnknowen to vs: And furthermore towarde the 

fame parte of the vttermod fea, accordynge to this defcription. [Longitude,] [i^iitude i 

The fyrd coade, 70 [□'] 72. 

The coade folowynge, 80 [0'] 7. 

That that yet foloweth, go [o'] 70. 

Frome the fyflhynge places and dore houfes of this fea, they cary foorth to Nordbothni 
landes confinynge to them, great plentie of fyldie, Wherby we may coniecture that this fea is extended on 
euery fyde toward the North. Towarde the wede, it is limitted with the mode inwarde goulfe of at the Caddl 
of Wardhus at the degree. 54 [o^ [Long.] 70 30.' [Lat.] 

Towarde the Southe,itislymittedbya linedrawen from thenfe vnto thedegree. 90 [o' Long.] 69. [o' Lat.] 
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NoRWEGiA OR Norway. 

Ordway, is as muche to fay as the NoTthwaye. This was fumtyme a Soryflhynge kyngedome, 

whofe dominion comprehended Denmarke, Frifelande and the Ilandes farre abowt, vntyll 

the domellical Empire was gouerned by the fucceflion of Jnheritaunce. In the meane tyme 

while this gouemaun f d f Ik f dewe iffue, it was inllituted by confent of the 

nobiUtie that the kyn fh Id b d ed bj election : fuppofinge that they wolde with more 

equitie execute that fh fo fmu h 1 j were placed in the fame by fuch autorilie, and 

not by obteynynge th kjng d b> f rtu and newe aduauncement. But it came fo to 

euciy of them excelled i If n b n d fauour by confanginitie, fo were they in greater 

by 1 m n diuided into factions, attemtyng alfo occafions 

gh ft n h n h J parties. It is therefore at this prefent vnder 

11 able tributes, but alfo brynge all theyr ryches and 

f h yr gouernaunce in th[e]infirmitie and pouertie of 

t th day in the Chriftian Empire, For after that the 

d 1 m, as to bee Patres palria (that is) the fathers 

p 1 countenaunce of dominion remayned, which 

f 1 w d therof, that wheras the Danes by this occafion 

h ) p lided for th[e]indempnitie of theyr owne ellate 

h hey defired to kepe in fubiection. This is the 



1} 
nl) 



Pl 



paffe, that ; 

hope to obttyne the kyngedome: And 

t[o]inuade foraigne realmes wherby they 1 

the dominion of the Danes: who doo no only 

commodities into Denmarke, conftitutyng h 

the fubiectes: which exemple, fum other p t 

princes had forfaken fuche vertues as fh Id h 

of theyr conntreys, and that in the plac h f 

opened licentioufneffe to th[e]iniurie of 1 f b 

had no further truft or ayde in the loue f h 

by forcible extenuatinge the gooddes and p 

fortune of Norway, whofe edefi[c]es, townes, and cities can not defende theyr auncient amplitude and dignitie: 

neyther is there any hope of repayrynge theyr ftate. For there are no confultations admitted for the redreffe of 

the commonwelth : No man dare (hewe his aduice or attempte any thing, vncerteyne of the myndes and 

confent of other. To this difficultle, is added the qualitie of the place. For the Danes haue in theyr poure all 

the nauigations of Norway, whereby it may exercife no trade by fea, neyther cary furthe wares to other places. 

So that in fine it may feeme moft vnfortunate, as lackynge the fauoure of heauen, the fea, and the lande. From 

henfe is brought into all Europe a fyfihe of the kindes of them whiche we caule haddockes or hakes indurate 

and dryed with coulde, and beaten with clubbes or ftockes, by reafon whereof the Germayns caule them 

ftockefyflhe. The takinge of thefe, is moft commended in lanuarie that they may bee fufiiciently dryed and 

hardened with coulde. For fuch as are taken in the more temperate raonethes, doo corrupte and putrlfie: And 

are not meete to be caried fiirth. 

The defcription of the weft coafte, with the parte thereof lyinge moft towarde the north. 

[Longitudt.] [Lstlmdt] 

Wardhus (that is) the watche houfe, or watche towre, ' 54 [o'] 70 30.' 

It is a ftronge caftell or fortreft'e appoynted to the Lapones. 

The coafte folowynge, 48 50' 70. [o'] 

Matthkur. etc. 

All the coaft from henfe, and the places neare abowt vnto the degree, 45 [o'] 69. [o'] 

being fumtyme iefte defoiate by the feditions and deftruction of Norway, the Lapones chofe for theyr habitations, 
as commynge to a more beneficiall heauen. 

From the Caftel of Wardhus, vnto the degree, 40 30' [Long.] 64 10' [Lat,] 

all the coafte in the fprynge tyme is daungerous to pafte, by reafon of whales of fuch huge byggeneffe that fum 
of theym growe to a hundreth cubites. For thefe fyflhes at that tyme of the yeare refort togyther for generation. 
Such (hyppes as chaunce to faule eyther vppon theyr bodies, or into fuche whyrlepooles as they make by theyr 
vehement motions, are in great perell. The remedie to auoyde this daungiour, is to poure into the fea Caftoreura 
(that is) oyle made of the ftones of the beafle cauled the Beuer, mengeled with water. For with this, the hole 
hearde of whales vanyffheth fuddeynely to the bottome of the fea 1 They make a terrible rorynge : and haue two 
breathynge places in the hygheft parte of theyr forheades, ftandynge furth right a cubite in length, and are as 
brode at the endes, beinge couered with a ikynne, throughe the which they blow waters lyke fhowers or llormes 
of raine. The prickes of theyr backes, are founde conteynynge three els in circuite, and euery knotte betwene 
theym, of one elle: They are at the leaft of Ix. [fixtyj cubites in length : And are falted and kept in (lore houfes. 
The greateft are vnprofitable to bee eaten by reafon of theyr ranke and vnfauery taile which can not bee qualified. 

Nidrofia ftanding vpon the fouth fyde of the fea banke, was the chiefe and metropoUtane churche throwgh 
owt all Norway, Ifelande, Gronlande, and the Ilandes thereabowt. This citie was noble at the fyrft vnder the 
floryClhing Empire of Norway, conteinynge in circuite. xxiiii. paryfQies, but it is nowe browght in maner to a 
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village and is cauled in the Germayne toonge Trutliam, as the houfeof the Dryldes. There remayneth at this daye 
a Cathedral! churche in token of tlie ancient felicitie, beinge fuche that in byggeneffe and workemanfliip of 
wrought flone, the Ijke is not in all Chriflendome. The greefes or compaffe abowt the altare, was deftroj de 
by fire, and was repared at the fame tyme that wee write this hiilorie. The cliarge of tlie reparafion, was 
elleeraed to bee feuen thoufande crownes ; by which fmaule portion, an ellimale maye bee made of the 
excellencie of the hole Churche. 

The tracte of all the fea coailes Norwaye, is very quyete and meeke. The fea is not frofen. The fnowes 
indure not longe. This lande hath alfo a peculiar peflilence which they canle Leem or Lemmer. This is a 
lyttle foure footed bealle abowte the byggeneffe of a ratte with a fpotted ikynne. Thefe faule vppon the 
grounde at certeyne cempeftes and fuddeyne rtiowers, not yet knowen from whenfe they comme, as whyther 
they are browght by the wyndes from remote Ilandes, or otherwife engendered of thicke and feculent clowdes. 
But this is well knowen, that as foone as they faule downe, greene graffe and herbes are founde in theyr bowels 
not yet digefted. They confume all greene thynges as doo loculles: And fuch as they only byte, wyther and 
dye. This peflilence lyueth as longe as it dooth not tafte of the graffe newelye fproonge. They coonie 
togyther by flockes as do fwalowest And at an ordinarie tyme, eyther dye by heapes with great infection of the 
lanile (as by whofe corruption the ayer is made peftiferous and molelleth the Noruegians with fwymmynge 
in the headde and the iaundies) or are confumed of other beafles named Lefrat. Towardc the Eall, it is 
included within the line diat is drawen by the mountaynes whofe endes or vttermofl. boundes they are that lye 
towarde the fouth aboue the mouthes of the ryuer Trolhetta. But that parte that lyeth towarde the north, 
paffeth by the cadel of Wardhus, and is extended to the vnknowen lande of the Lapones. [Longiiudc] [i^tituiif.] 

The L-dce cauled Mos, and the Ilande of Hoffuen in the myddefl therof, is in the degree. 45 30' 61. [o'] 

In this lake appeareth a flraunge monfter : which is, a ferpent of houge byggenelfe. And as to all other 
places of the worlde, blafynge ftarres doo portende th[e] alteration and chaunge of thynges, fo dooth this to 
Norway. It was feene of late (in the yeare of Chrlll. M. D. xxiL) apperynge farre aboue the water rowlynge lykc 
a greate pyller: And was by coniecture farre of, efteemed to bee of tiftie cubites in length, Shortely after 
folowed the reiectynge of Chriftiernus kynge of Denmarke. Suche other monflrous thynges are fayde to bee 
feene in dyuers places of the worlde. And doubtleffe excepte wee ihulde thinke that the diuine prouidence 
liauynge mercie vpon mortall men, and hereby wamynge them of their offences, dooth fende fuche ilraunge thynges 
(as alfo blafing (larres and armies feyghtynge in the ayer, with fuche other portentous monfters wherof no caufes 
can bee founde by naturall thynges) we might els fulpecte that fuch fyghtes were but imaginations of tlie fence 
of man deeeaued. 

On the Eafl. fide, are exceading rowgh montaynes which admit no paffage to Suecia. The fea bctwene 
Norway and the Ilandes, is cauled Tiallellund, Euripus, or the Areightes. [Longiinde,] [T.atimJt.i 

The Ilande of Lofoth. whofe myddeiL 42 [o'] 67 ro'. 

Langanas, whofe myddefl., 41 [o'] 67 [o'] 

Vaflral, whofe myddefl. 41 34' 67 30'. 

The fea betwene thefe three Ilandes, Is cauled Mufcoftrom (that is) boylynge. At the flowynge of the fea, 
it is fwalowed into the canes, and is blowne owt ageyne at the reflowynge, with no lelTe violence then the 
ft.reames of ryuers faule from mountaynes. This fea is nauigable vntyll it bee lower then the mouthes of the 
rockes. Such as chaunce into it owt of dewe tyme, are caried headlonge into whyrlepooles The fragmentcs 
of the loll fiiips, are feldorae cail vp ageyne. But when they are cafte vp, they are fo brufed and freted 
ageynfle the rockes, that they feeme to bee ouergrowne with hore. This is the poure of nature, paffyng the 
fabulous Simplegades and the fearefull Malea, with the daungerous places of Silla and Caribdis, and all other 
miracles that nature hath wrought in any other fea hytherto knowen to man. 

The Ilandes abowt Norway, are of fuch frutfiill pallure, that they brynge not theyr beafles into the flablcs 
before the moneth of Koueraber: And do many places winter them abrode. 
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SvECIA, OR SVETHLANDE. 




JVecia, is a kyngedome ryche in golde fylue co] per, leade, Iren, fruyte, cattayle, and 
exceadynge increafe of fyfifhe of the rjue s lakes a d the fea. And hath no leffe plentie of 
fuche wylde beatles as are taken with 1 unt nge Towarde the Well, it is ended with the 
mountaynes of Norway from the Cadel of ^\ dhus vnto th[e1end, 51 [o' Long.] 63 40' [Lat.] 
Towarde the South, with the line from this ende vnto the degrees. 53. 30', 61. [o'] 

And from thenfe vnto the degrees. 61. \d\ 60. 30'. Aljoue the goiilfe of Suecia, 
toward the north, with the fouth ende of Lapponia from the Callel of Wardlius vnto 
th[e]ende. 6z, [o'] 70. [o'] Towarde the Eafte, it is ended with the line frome this ende vnto the degree. 
63. [o"] 6g. [o"] etc. Stockholme the chiefe citie. 64. [o'] 61. [o'] This is the chiefe mart towne of Suecia, and 
is (Irongely defended by arte and nature. It is fituate in mariflhes after the maner of Venece : and was there- 
fore cauled Stokliohne, forafmuche as beinge placed in the water, the fundation is fortified with flockes or piles. 
The fea entereth into it with two armes or branches of fuch largenes and depth that fliips of great burden and 
with mayne fayles may enter by the fame with theyr full fraight This fuffered of late yeares greuous fpoyle 
and deilruction to the fingular exemple of cruel hoftilitie: And fuch, as the like hath not bin lightly fhewed to 
any other citie receaued by league and compofition. 

In al the tract from Stokholme to the lake aboue the riuer of Dalekarle, which is in the degree. 56. 30.' 
63. 50.' are mountaines fnitful of good filuer, copper, and leade. They gette great ryches by the falmons 
and plentie of other fyffhes whiche they take in certeyne greate lakes. 

The dukedome of Agermannia, occupieth the north fyde to the confines of Laponia. This tract is ful of 
wods in the whiche they hunt the beafles cauled Vros or Bifontes, which in theyr toonge tliey caule Elg, (that 
is) wilde affes. Thefe are of fuch height, that the highefl part of their backes are equal with the meafure of a 
man holdynge vp his armes as hj^he as he may reach, etc. Vpfalia the chiefe citie. 62. 63'. 30. [o'] here is 
buried the body of faynt Hericus kynge and martyr. 

Copperdalia (that is) the copper valley, is a dukedome fouthwarde from the dukedome of lemptia, Vnder 
this, is the valient nation of the people cauled Dalekarly. 

Oplandia, is a dukedome and the nauil or middefl of Scondia. 

The citie of Pircho, on the north fyde of the lake of Meier, was once a great citie and able to arme. xiiii. 
thoufande men to the warres: but is nowe browght to a vyllage. 

All the tracte of Oplandia, hath m)Ties of fyluer, copper, and lleele. 

Of the Ilandes and rockes that lye abowte Suecia, the mydded is. 67 30' [Long.] 6r 30'. [Lat] 

Thefe were cauled of the owlde wryters Oone, the reafon of which name remayneth to this day. For there are 
in thefe innumerable multitudes of byrdes: In fo muche that th[e]inhabitauntes of the nexte coafle, fayle 
thyther in the mooneth of May whyle the byrdes fyt on theyr egges: which they Heale and referue them in 
felte for a longe t3'me. 
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Bothnia. 



ffiOlhnia is fo named of the predous furres of all fortes that are caried from thenfe into foraigne 
regions. For by thefe and theyr fyflhynge, they haue greate commoditie. Salmons of the 
bell fort are taken in thefe feas and are great ryches amonge thefe nations. Bothnia is diuided 
into twoo partes, as Nordbothnia, and South Bothnia, cauled Oflrobothnia. Nordbothnia, 
is termined with the fouth ende of the Lapones vnto the ende. 78 30' ILong.j 69. [c] [Lk.] 
Towarde the Eafl, it is termined with this end and vnto the degree. 78 30' 68 zo'. 

Towarde the Weft, with the line terminynge the Eaft fyde of Suecia: And towarde the 
Southe, with the refidue of the goulfe of Suecia from th[e]ende that hath degrees. 63 [o'] 69. [o'] 

Oftrobothnia, towarde the Eaft is termined from the faid ende of the mofl Ball coafte. And towarde the 
South, with a line extended by the niounlaynes frome this ende vnto the degree. 71 [o'] 66 [o'] 

Towarde the north and wefle, with part of the goulfe of Suecia. etc. 
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GOTHIA OR GOTHLANDE. 




jlOTHIA, is by interpretacioii good. For the liolye name of Cod, is in tlie Germayne toonge 
Goth (that is) Good. At what tyrae the Gothes vppon a general confcnt, fent furth theyr 
offpryng or fiicceffion to Teeke newe feates or countreys to inhabite, and when they poffeffed 
the coafles of Meotis and Afia, none of the owlde wryters haue made mention as farre as I 
knowe. But they haue byn knowen fence the tyme that the Romanes dilated theyr Empyre 
by lUirium (nowe cauled Siauonie) vnto the ryuer of Danubius. And were alfo famous 
ThewaiTMofihe '^™^^™ from the tyme of Cefar Dictator and OctauianusAuguIlus by reafon of theyr greate warres at 

fhi: ^^af Danubius beinge th[e]vttermofl. Lounde of Th[e]empire. Neuertheleffe, in that renoume, what Gothia was, 

vnder what parte of heauen it was fituate, or of whom the Gothes toke theyr original, it hath byn vnknowen 
almoft, to this age. This is tennined towarde the north, with the fouth ende of Suecia : And towarde the weile, 
with the other mountaynes of Norway, which continewe from the boundes of Suecia to the mouthes of the 
ryuers of Trolheta. etc. 

It hath many goodly townes, cities, cartels, mines, etc The citie of Vifba, being in the degree. 6i 30' 
54 r5.' was an ancient and famous marte towne as is Genua in Italie at this day. But afterwarde beinge 
afflicted by th[e]incurfions of the pirates of the Danes and Mufcouites, it was left defolate. There remayne to 
this day certeyne mines whiche teflifie the ancient nobilitie. In this place were the fyrile ftacions of the 
Gothes that poffeffed Meotis. It is at this daye of frutfull foyle, and famous by many goodly and (Ironge 
cartels and monarteries. There is amonge other, a monarterie of th[e]order of faynt Benedicte, in the which is 
a librarie of abowt two thoufande bookes of owlde autours. 

Abowt the yeare of Chrirt fourfcore and. vlii. the Gothes, vnto whom reforted a great multitude of other 
people of thefe northe partes of the worlde, as from Liuonia, Pmfia, Ruffia and Tartaria with diuers other 
contreys, makynge them dyuers Kynges and capitaynes, dyd depopulate and brynge in fubiection the more 
parte of Europe, inuaded Italie, dertroyd Rome, inhabited that part of Italia now cauled Lumbardie, and 
lykewyfe fubdued the roialmes of Cartile and Aragonie. Theyr warres contynewed aboue three hundreth 
yeares. 



H Finland, and Eningia. 




Ulnlandia, is as much to fay as a fayre lande or fine land, fo named for the fertilitic of the 
grownde. Plinie femeth to caule it Finnonia. For he faith that abowte the coafles of 
Finlande, are many Ilandes withowt names. Of the which there lyeth one before Sclthia 
caukd Pannonia. The goulfe cauled Sinus Finmnictis, is fo named at this day of the 
lande of Finnonia. Finnonia confineth with Scithia, and runneth withowt all Tanais (that 
is to fay) withowte the limetes of Europe to the confines or Aiia. But that the name of 
Finlande feemeth not to agree hereunto, the caufe is that this place of Plinie is corrupted as 
are many other in this autour: So that from the name of Finnonia, or Phinnouia, it was a likely erroure to 
caule it Pannonia forafmuch as thefe woordes doo not greately difier in wrytynge and founde: fo that the 
counterfecte name was foone put in the place of the trew name by hym that knewe Pannonia and redde that 
name before, beinge alfo ignorant of Phinnonia. 

Eningia had in owlde tyme the tytle of a kingedome, it is of fnch largeneffe. But hath nowe only the 
tytle of an inferiour gouernoure, beinge vnder the dominion of the Slauons and vfyng the fame tonge. In 
religion, it obferued the rites of the Greekes of late yeares, when it was vnder the gouernaunce of the Mof- 
couites. But it is a.t this prefent vnder the kyngo of Suecia and obfemeth th[e]inrtitucions of the Occidentall 
church. SpanylThe wynes are browght thyther in great plentie which the people vfe merely and cherefuUy. It 
is tennined on the north fyde, by the fouthe hne of Ortobothnia, and is extended by the mountaynes, 
Towarde the well, it is termincd with the fea of Finnonia accordyng to this dcfcription: and hath degrees. 
71. [o' Long.] 66. [o' Lat-] etc. 
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C OF THE DIFFERENCE OF REGIONS AND 

CAVSES OF CREATE CITIES, AFTER THE DESCRIP- 
TION OF HIERONIMUS CARDANUS, 

LIBER. XI. de Subtilitate. 




Here is an other difference of regions caufed of couide and 
heate. For fuche as are neare vnto the poles, are vexed 
with to much couide: And fuch as are vnder the line where 
[he foonne is of greatede force, are oppreffed with heate. 
Such as are in the myddeft betwene both, are nearefl vnto 
temperatneffe. Vnder the pole, it is impoffible that there 
Ihulde bee populous cities bycaufe the lande is baren, and 
the cariage or conueyaunce of frutes, vyttayles, and other 
necefiaries, is incommodious. By reafon wherof, it is neceffarie 
that th[e]inhabitauntes of fuche regions lyue euer in continuall 
B-anderynge from place to place, or els in fmaule vyllages. Suche 
as inhabite temperate regions, haue meane cities, afwell for that 
they haue more commodious conueyaunce for neceffaries, as 
alfo that they may dwell better and more lafely togyther then 
in V7llages by reafon of fortifying theyr townes with walles, and 
exercifynge of artes and occupations whereby the one maye the 
better helpe the other. Yet that owlde Rome (beinge in a tem- 
perate region) was of fuch incredible byggeneffe, the caufe was that it obteyned Th[e]empire of the worlde, by 
reafon wheiofi all nations had confluence thyther, and not the greatneffe of the walles. But it is neceflkrie 
that the greateil cities bee in hotte regions : fyrile, for that in fuch regions, parte of tlie foile is eyther barren 
yf it lacke water, or els mod frutefull if it abounde with water. And for this inequalitie, when they fynde any 
place meete to furteyne a multitude, it foloweth of neceffitie that greate cities bee buylded in fuch places by 
reafon of great concourfe of people refortynge to the fame. An other greate caufe is, that wheras in such 
regions, marchauntes come very farre to fuch commodious places, they paffe through many deferte and perelous 
regions : So that it (halbe neceffary for theyr better fecuritie, to coome in great companies as it were great 
armies. And therfore whereas fuch a focietie is once knytte togyther in a commodious place, it fliulde bee great 
hinderance afwell to th[e]inhabitantes as to marchauntes if they Ihulde wander in incommodious places. And 
by this confluence, both of fuche as dwell neare to fuche places, and alfo of flraungers and fuch as dwell farre of, 
it is neceffarie that in continuance of tyme, fmaule townes becoome great cities, as are thefet Quinfai, Singui, 
Cambalu, Memphis, Cairns, or Alcair, otherwife cauled Babilon in Egipte, But if here any wyll obiecte 
Conflantinople (in owlde tyme cauled Bizantium) being in a temperate region, althowgh it bee not to bee 
compared to fuch cities as are more then, Ix, [fixty] myles in circuite, yet doo we aunfwere hereunto, that the 
Turkes Empire is the caufe of the greatneffe hereof, as wee fayde before of Rome. 
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C THE HISTORIE WRITTEN IN THE LATIN 

TOONGE BY PAVLVS lOVIVS BYSSHOPPE OF NVCERIA 

IN ITALIE, OF THE LEGATION OR AMBASSADE OF CREATE 

Bafilius Prince of Mofcouia, to pope Clement the. vii. of 

that name: In which is conteyned the defcription 

of Mofcouia with the regions contininge abowte 

the fame euen vnto the great and ryche 

Empire of Cathay, 



The lyuet Indus. 

278 

OmsorHorbia 
ryueroTAsia 

■he desenes of 

Sylhia. 

Theses Hircanum. 
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from the further India vp the riuer Indus ageynft, the courfe of the iame, and from thence by a fnial vyage by 
lande paffmge ouer the mountaynes of Paropanifus, to bee caried to the riuer Oxus in Bactria, which hauing his 
original almoft from the fame mountaynes frome whenfe Indus docth fpringe, and violently caryinge with it 
manye other ryucrs, fauleth into the fea Hircanum or Cafpium at the porte cauled Straua. And he emeflly 
affirmed that frome Straua, is an eafy and fafe nauigation vnto the marte towne of Citrachan or Adrachan and 
the mouth of the ryuer Volga and from thenfe euer ageynil, the courfe of the ryuers, as Volga, Occha, and 
Mofcho, vnto the citie Mofcha, and frome thence by lande to Riga and into the fea of Sairoatia and all the 
wefl regions. For he was vehemently and more then of equitie accenfed and prouoked by the iniuries of the 
Portugales, who hauynge by force of armes fubdued a great parte of India, and poffelfed all the marte townes, 
takynge holy into theyr handes all the trade of fpices to brynge the fame into Spayne, and neuertheleffe to fell 
them at a more greuous and intollerable price to the people of Europe then euer was hard of before: And 
furthermore kepte the coaftes of the Indian fea fo llraightly with continuall nauies, that thofe trades are thereby 
lefte of, which were before exercifed by the goulfe of Perfia and towarde the ryuer of Euphrates, and alfo by the 
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flreightes of the fea of Arabia and the lyuer Nilus, and in fine by owre fea: by which trade all Afia and Europe 
was abundantly fatiffied and better cheape then hathe byn fence the Portugales had the trade in theyr handes 
with fo manye incommodities of fudi longe viages wherby tbe fpices are fo corrupted by th[e] infection of the 
poompe and other fylthyneffe of the fiiippes, that theyr naturall lauour, tafte, and qualitie afwell hereby as by 
theyr longe referuyng in the flioppes, fellers, and warehoufes in Lwflhebume, vanyfibeth and refolueth, fo that 
referuynge euer the freffhefl and newefle, they fel only the woord and moH corrupted. But Paulus, although in 
all places he emeflly and vehemently aigued of thefe thinges, and ftyrred great malice and hatred ageynll the 
Portugales, affirmynge that not only therby the cuflomes and reuenewes of princes fhulde bee much greater if 
that vyage might bee difcouered, but alfo that fpices myght bee better cheepe bowght at the handes of the 
Mofcouites, yet coulde he nothinge auayle in this fute, forafmuche as Duke Bafilius thowght it not good to 
makeopenorditclofevntoailraungerand vnknowne man, thofe regions which giueenterance to the fea Cafpium 
and the kyngedomes of Perfia, Paulus thettore excludynge all hope of further trauayle, and become nowe of a 
marchaunte an Ambaffadoure, browght Bafilius letters (pope Leo beinge nowe departed) to Adriane his 
fucceffoure, in the whiche he declared with honorable and reuerende woordes his good wyll and fauorable mynde 
towarde the byfdiop of Rome. For a fewe years before, Bafilius {then keepynge warres ageynfte the Polones at 
fuche tyme as the generall counfayle was celebrate at Laterane) requyred by lohn, kynge of Denmarke {the 
father of Chrillieme who was of late expulfed from his kyngedome) that fafe pallage myght bee graunted to 
th[e]ambafladours of Mofcouia to go to Rome. But wheras it fo chaunced, that kynge lohn and pope lulius 
dyed both in one day, wherby he lacked a conuenient fequeller or folicitoure, he omitted his confultation as 
touchynge that legacie. After this, the warre waxed hot betwene him and Sigifmunde the kynge of Polonie; 
who obteinynge the victorie ageinfl the Mofcouites at Boriflhene, fupplications were decreed in Rome for the 
ouerthrowe and vanquyffynge the enemies of the Chriftian faithe, whicbe thinge greatly alienated both kynge 
Bafilius him felfe and ail that nation from the byfihop of Rome. But when Adriane the. vi. departed from this 
lyfe, and lefte Paulus nowe redie to his feconde vyage, his fucceffour Clemente the. vii. perceauynge that Paulus 
flyll furioufly reuolued and tofled in his vnquiet mynde that vyage towarde the Eafle, fente hyra ageyne with 
letters to Mofcouia, by the which with propenfe and frendly perfuafions, he exhorted Bafilius to acknowleage 
the maieflie of the Romane cburche, and to make a peipetuall leage and agreement in matters of religion, 
which thynge (huld be not only for the health of his foule, but alfo greatly to th[e]increafe of his honour: 
And further promyfed, that by the holy autoritie ol his office he wolde make hym a kynge and gyue hym kyngely 
omamentes, if reiectyng the doctrine of the Greekes, he wolde conforme hym felfe to th[e]autoritie of the Romane 
churche. For Bafilius defyred the name and tytle of a kynge by th[e]affignationofthebyfiTioppeof Rome, foraf- 
much as he iudged that to apperteyne to the catholyke right and the byflhoppes maiellie, of whome {as he 
knewe ryght well) euen Th[e]emperours them felues by an auncient cuflome haue receaued there infignes of 
honoure with the Diademe and fcepter of the Romane Empirei althowghe it is fayde that he required the fame 
of Th[e]emperour Maximihane by many ambaflades. Paulus therfore who with more profperous iomeys then 
great vantage, had from his youth trauayled a greate parte of the world, althowgh be were nowe aged and fore 
vexed with the (Irangurie, came with a profperous and fpedy iomay to Mofcouia, where he was gentely 
receaued of Bafilius, and remayned in his courte for the fpace of twoo monethes. But in fine, miftrudynge his 
owne fl,rength, and deterred by the difficultie of fo greate a iomeye, when be had vtterJy put away all his 
imaginations and hope of this trade to India, returned to Rome with Demetrius th[e]ambafl!adour of Bafilius, 
before we yet thowght that he had byn in Mofcouia. The byiihoppe commaunded that Demetrius fhuld bee 
lodged in the mofl magnificent and princely part of the houfes of Vaticane, the roufies of whofe edifi[c]es are 
gyited and embowed, and the chambers rychly furnyfiTied with fylken beddes and cloth of Arreffe. Wyllynge 
furthermore that he fhuld bee honorably receaued and veilured with filke. He alfo affigned Franciscus 
Cheregatus the byflhoppe of Apmtium (a man that had often tymes byn ambaffadoure to diners regyons) to 
accompanie hym and (hewe hym th[e]order and rites of owre religion with the monumentes and maners of the 
citie. Furthermore, when Demetrius had certeyne dayes refl.ed and recreate him felfe, waffhyng away the 
fylth he had gathered by reafon of the longe vyage, then apparelled with a fayre veflure after the maner of his 
countrey, he was browght to the byflboppes prefence, whom he honoured kneelynge with great humilitie and 
reuetence (as is the maner) and therwith prefented vnto his holynes certeyne furres of Sables in his owne name 
and in the name of his prince, and aifo delyuered the letters of Bafilius, which they before, and then 
the Illyrian or Slauon interpretoure Nicolaus Siccenfis tranflated into the Latine toonge in this effecte as 
foloweth. 

To pope Clemente (heparde and teacher of the Romane churche, greate Bafilius by the grace of God, 
lorde, Emperour and dominatour of al Ruflia, and great duke of Voioderaaria, Mofcouia, Nouogrodia, Piefcouia, 
Smolenia, Ifferia, lugoria, Permnia, Vetcha, Bolgaria. etc. Dotninator and great prince of Nouogrodia in the 
lower contrei : Alfo of Cemigouia, Razauia, Volotchia, Rezenia, Bekhia, Roft.ouia, laroflauia, Belozeria, 
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Vdoria, Obdoria, and Condiuia. etc. Yow fent vnto vs Pauliis Centurio a citizen of Genua with letters wlierby 
)-owe do exhorte vs to ioine in poure and counlayle with yowe and other Princes of Chriflendome ageynll the 
enemies of the chrifLian faith : and that a free paffage and redy way may bee opened for bothe yowre ambaffa- 
dours and owres to coome and go to and fro, whereby by mutuall dewtie and indeuoure on both parties, we 
may haue knowleage of the Rate of thinges perteynjTige to the welth of vs both. Wee certes as we haue 
hetherto happely by the ayde and helpe of alrayghty g^d cmdantl) and ernetlly refilled the cruell and wycked 
enemies of the Chriilian faithe, fo are we determined to doo hereafter KvA are likewife redy to confente with 
other Chriflian Princes, and to graunt free paifage into owre dommions In confideration wherof, we liaue 
fente vnto yowe owre faithfull feruaunt Demetrius Erafmus with thefe owre letters i and with hym haue 
remitted Paulus Centurio : defyringe yowe alfo (hortly to difmilTe Dcmttriui with fafegarde and indemnitie vnto 
the borthers of owre dominions. And we wyl likewj fe doo the fame if ) jwe fende yowre ambafTadoure witli 
Demetrius, wherby both by communication and letters nee miy Vee tetter certified of th[e]ordcr and admini- 
llration of fuch thynges as yowe require : fo that bemge ad icrtifcd of the mindes and intent of al other 
Chriftian princes, we may alfo confult what is bell to be done htrein. 1 hus fare ye wel. Giuen in owr 
dominion in owT citie of Mofcouia, in the yeare from the creation of the worlde, feuen thoufande and three 
hundreth, the thyrde day of Aprell. 

But Demetrius, as he is experte in diuine and humane thynges, and efpecially of holy fcripture, feemed to 
haue fecreate commaundement of greater matters whlche we thinke he wyll fliortly declare to the fenate in 
priuate conful tat ions. For he is nowe deliuered of the feuer into the whiche he fell by chaunge of ayer, and 
hath fo recouered his (Irengthe and natiue colour, that beinge a man of threefcore yeares of age, he was not 
only prefente at the popes maffe celebrated with great folemnitie in the honour of laynt Cofmus and Damian 
but came alfo into the Senate at fuch tyme as Cardinal Campegius commynge fyrfi, from the legacie of 
Pannonia, was receaued of the pope and al! the nobilitie of the courte : And furthermore alfo vewed the 
temples of the holye citie with the mines of the Romane magnificence, and with woonderynge eyes behelde the 
lamenuble decay of the auncient buildinges So that we thinke that fliortly after he hath declared his meffagc, 
he fhall returne to Mofcouia with the byffliop of Scarenfe the popes legate, not vnrecompenfed with iuil 
rewards at the handes of his holyneffe. 

The name of the Mofcouites is nowe newe, althowgh the poete Lucane maketh mention of the Mofchos 
confinynge with the Sarmatians, and Plinie alfo placeth the Mofchos at the fprynges of the great r)'uer of Phafis 
in the region of Colchos aboue the fea Euxinus towarde the Eail. Theyr region hath very large boundes, and 
is extended from the altars of great Alexander abowt the fpringes of Tanais, to the extreme landes and north 
Ocean in raaner vnder the Northe (larres cauled charles wayne or the greate beare, beinge for the moll parte 
playne and of frutfull paflure, but in fommer in many places full of mariffhes. For whereas all that lande is 
replenyflhed with many and great ryuers which are greatly increafed by the winter fnow and ife refolued by the 
heate of the foonne, the playnes and fyeldes are therby ouerflowen with mariflhes, and all iomeys incumbered 
with continuall waters and myrie flabbyneffe vnt)'l by the benefite of the new wynter the ryuers and marifQies 
bee frofen ageyne, and giue fafe paflage to the fleades that are accuftomed to iorney by the fame. The woodde 
or forcft of Hercynia (and not Hyrcania as is redde in fum falfe copies) occupieth a great parte of Mofcouia, 
and is here and there inhabited, with houfes buylded therein and fo made thinner by the longe laboure of men 
that it dooth not nowe (hewe that horrour of thicke and impenetrable woods and laundes as many thinke it to 
haue. But beinge replenyfflied with many wylde beafte's, is fo farre extended through Mofcouia witli a con- 
tinual tracte betwene the Eail and the North towarde the Scythian Ocean, that by the infinite greatnelTe therof 
it hath deluded the hope of fuch as haue curioufly fearched th[e]ende of the fame. In that parte that reacheth 
towarde Pruffia, are founde the greate and fierce bealles cauled Vri, or Bifontes, of the kynde of buUes : Alfo 
Alces lyke vnto hartes, whiche the Mofcouites caule Lozzi, and are cauled of the Germaynes Helenes. On 
the Eafl: fyde of Mofcouia, are the Scythyans which are at this day cauled Tartars, a wanderinge nation, and at 
all ages famous in warres. In the ilede of houfes they vfe wagons couered with beailes hydes, wherby they 
were in owlde tyme cauled Amaxouii. For cities and townes, they vfe greate tentes and pauilions, not defended 
with trenches or waules of tymber or (lone, but inclofed with an innumerable multitude of archers on horfe- 
backe. The Tartares are diuided by companies which they caule Hordas, which word in theyr toonge fignifieth 
a confentynge companye of people gathered togyther in forme of a citie. Euery Horda is gouerned by an 
Emperour whom eyther his parentage or warlyke prowes hath promoted to that dignitie. For they oftentimes 
kecpe warre with theyr bortherers and contende ambicioiifly and fiercely for dominion. It dooth hereby 
appeare that they confide of innumerable Hordas, in that the Tartars poffeffe the mod large defertes euen vnto 
the famous citie of Cathay in the furthefl Ocean in the Eafl. They alfo that are nearefle to the Mofcouites, 
are knowen by theyr trade of marchaundies and often incuriions. In Europe nere vnto the place cauled 
Dromon Achillis in Taurica Cherfonefo, arc the Tartars cauled Precopites, the dowghter of whofe prince, 
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Selymus Th[e]emperour of the Turkes tooke to wyfe. Thefe are mod infell to the Polones, and wad tlie 
regions on euery fyde betwene the ryuers of Borifthenes an 1 Tanais. They that in the fame Taurica polTeffe 
Caffam a colonic of the Liguria ( Id Id ym Th d fia) doo bothe in religion and al other thynges 

agree with the Turkes. But th T tta th t nh b t g f Afia betwene Tanais and Volga, are fubiecte 

*o Bafilius the kynge of the M f t d 1 iif th m g rnour at his affignement. Amonge thefe, the 

Cmffltlth Ifdt h htfthyre riche and of great poure, haue of late yeares 

1 ft th J 1 m 1 d gn t fh T rt th t b j Je the ryuet of Volga, do religioufiy obferue the 

fdfhpfdMf t dpfifth fl the their fubiectes. Beyond the C^Hanites towarde the 
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I tud of men. After thefe, 
1 heyr Horda, althowgh 
d e of the motl ancient 

h N ais fumwhat towarde 
1 h b te townes buylded of 
hi s the greate ryuer of 

f 1 mto the Cafpian fea. 
h f ymes kepte war with 
L h h ylled with all that he 
p J Selimus the vyctourer 
h n ghty Emperoure of the 
Tartars nhome fum caule Tanbetlanis. But Demotriusiliiythhe ihuldebee cauled Themircuthlu. Thysishe that 
abowte the yeare of Chryfte. M. CCC. Ixxxxvilii. [1398, a.d.] fubdued almoftall the Eafle partes of the worlde: 
And lallly with an innumerable multytude of men inuaded the Turkes dominions, with whom Baiafetes Otto- 
manus their kynge, (and father to the greate grandefather of this Solyraan that nowe lyueth) metinge at Ancyra 
in the confines or marches of Galatia and Eythinia, gaue hym a fore battaile, in the wiiiche felle on the 
Turkes parte. 20000. men, and Baiafetes hym felfe was taken prifoner, whom Tamburlanes caufed to bee 
locked in an iren cage and fo caried hyra abowte with hym throwgh all Afia which he alfo conquered with a 
terrible army. He conquered al the landes betwene Tanais and Nilus, and in fine vanquiflhed in battayle the 
great Soltane of Egypte, whom he chafed beyonde Nilus, and tooke alfo the citie of Damafcus. 

Frome the region of thefe Tartars cauled Zagathei, is browght great plentie of filken apparel to the 
Mofcouites. But the Tartars that inhabite the midland or inner regions, bringe none other wares then truckes 
or droues of fwyfte runnynge horfes and clokes made of whyte feltes ; alfo hales or tentes to withftonde th[e] 
iniuries of coulde and rayne, Thefe they make very artificially and apte for the purpofe. They receaue agayne 
of the Mofcouites, coates of cloth, and fyluer monye, conteynynge all other bodely ornamentes, and the 
fumyture of fuperfluous houfolde ftuffe. For beynge defended ageynft the violence of wether and tempefles 
only with fuche apparell and couerture whereof wee haue fpoken, they truil only to theyr arrowes which they 
Ihoote afwell backwarde flyinge as when they affayle theyr enemies face to face : Albeit, when they determined 
to inuad Europ, theyr princes and capitaynes had helmetts, coates of fenfe, and hooked fwoordes which they 
bought of the Perfians. Towarde the fouthe, the boundes of Mofcouia are termined by the fame Tartars 
which poifelTe the playn regyons nere vnto the Cafpian fea aboue the maryflhes of Meotis in Afia, and aboute 
the ryuers of Boryllhenes and Tanais in parte of Europe. The people cauled Roxolani, Gete, and Bailame, 
inhabited thefe regions in oulde tyme, of whom I thynke the name of Ruflia tooke originall. For they caule 
parte of Lituania, Huflia the lower, whcras Mofcouia it felfe, is cauled whyte Ruffia. Lituania therfore, lyeth 
on the Northweft fyde of Mofcouia. But towarde the full weft the mayne landes of Pruffia and Liuonia are 
ioyned to the confines or marches of Mofcouia, where the Sarmatian fea breakynge furth of the llreightes of 
Cimbrica Cherfonefus (nowe cauled Denmarke) is bended with a crooked goulfe towarde the northe. But in 
the fiirtheft bankes of that Ocean where the lat^e kyngedomes of Norwaye and Suecia are ioyned to the 
continent and almofte enuironed with the fea, are the people cauled Lapones, A nation exceadynge rude, 
fulpicyous, and fearefull, flyinge and ailonyflhed at the fyght of al ftraungiers and (hyppes. T'hey knowe 
neyther frutes nor apples, nor yet any benignitie eyther of heauen or earth. They prouyde them meate onely 
with fhootynge, and are appareled with the Jkynnes of wild beaftes. They dwell in caues fylled with drye 
leaues, and in holow trees confumed within eyther by fyre or rotten for age Suche as dwell neare the fea fyde, 
fyflhe more luckyly then cunnyngly, and in the ftead of frutes, referue in ftore fyffties dryded with fmoke. 
They are of fmaule ftature of body, with flatte vifagies, pale and wannye colcure, and very fwyfte of foote. 
Their wittcs or difpofitions, are not knowen to the Mofcouites theyr bortherers, who thynke it therfore a mad- 
neffe to affayle them with a fmaule poure, and iudge it neyther profitable nor glorious, with greate armies to 
inuade a poore and beggerly nation. They exchaunge the mofl whyte furres which wee caule Armelines for 
other wares of dyuers fortes : Yet fo, that they flie the fyght and coompanie of all marchauntes. For com- 
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parynge and layinge theyr wares together, and leauynge thejT furres in a mydde place, they bargeyne with 
fimple faylh, with abfente and vnknowen men. Sum men of great credite and autoritie, doo tellifie that in a 
region beyond the Lappones, betwene the well and the north opprelTed with perpetuall darkenes, is the nation 
of the people cauled Pigmei, who beinge growen to theyr ful grought, doo fcarfely excede the (lature of owre 
chyldren of ten yeares of age. It is a fearefuU kynde of menne, and expreffe thejT wotdes in fuch chatteryng 
fort that they feerae to be fo much the more lyke vnto apes, in howe muche they dyffer in fence and llature 
from men of iuft heyght 

Towarde the North, innumerable people are fubiecte to th[e]empire of the Mofcouites. Theyr regions 
extende to the Scythian Ocean for the fpace of almolle three moonethes iorney. 

Next \-nto Mofcouia, is the region of Colmogora, aboundyng with frutes. Through this runneth the ryuer 
of Diuidna beinge one of the greatefle that is knowen in the Northe partes, and gaue the name to an other 
leffe ryuer which breaketh furthe into the fea Balthenm. This increafynge at cetteyne tymes of the yeare as 
dooth the ryuer Nilus, oueriioweth the fyeldes and playnes, and with his fat and nnrilhinge moyfture, dooth 
marueloully refifl. the iniuries of heauen and the (harpe blaftes of the North wynde. When it ryfeth by reafon 
of molten fnowe and greate iTioures of rayne, it fauleth into the Ocean by vnknowen nations, and with fo large 
a trenche lyke vnto a greate fea, that it can not bee fayled oner in one day with a profperous wynde. But 
when the waters are faulen, they leaue here and there large and frutful Ilandes. For come there cafl on the 
grounde, groweth without any helpe of the plowe, and with raaruelous celeritie of haflynge nature fearynge the 
newe iniurie of the proude ryuer, dooth both fprynge and rype in fhort fpace. 

Into the ryuer Diuidna, runneth the ryuer luga : And in the corner where they ioyne togyther, is the 
famous marte towne cauled Vfliuga diflant from the chiefe citie Mofca. vi. hundreth myles. 
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Note that wheras Paulus louius wryteth here that the ryuer of Diuidna, otherwyse cauled Dwina, ninnetli throughe the region 
of Colrtiogor, it is to bee vnderftode that there are tivoo ryuers of that name, the one on the Northeall fyde of Mofcouia towatde the 
ftofen fea, and the other on the fouthweft fyde faulyng into the fea Balthenm, or the goulfe of Finnonii by the citie of Riga in 
Liuonia. And forafmuch as the Irewe hnowleage of Ihefe and certeine other is very iiecelTary for all fuch as (hall trade into Mofcouia 
or other regions in thofe coaftes by the northe fea, I haue thonght good to make further declaration hereof as I haue founde in the 
hyftorie of Mofcouia, moft faythfully and largely wrytten by Sigifmundus Liberus who was Iwyfe fent ambaffadour into Mofcouia, as 
fyrfl by Maximilian Th[e]emperour, and then ageyne by Ferdinando Ityng of Hungary and Boheme. This haue I doone the rather, 
for that in all the mappes that I haue feene of Mofcouia, there is no mention made of the ryuer of Dwina that mnnelh through the 
region of Colmogor and by the citie of the fame name, although the prouynce o( Dwina bee in all eardes plai;ed Northewarde frome 
the ryuer of Vfling or Sueeana, whiche is the fame Dwina whereof we nowe fpeake, and wherof Paulus louius wryteth, although it 
bee not fo named but from the angle or comer where ioynynge with the ryuer of lug and Suchana, it runneth Northewarde towarde 
the citie of Colmogor, and from thence fauleth into the north or frofen fea, as Ihall hereafter more pkynly appears by the woordes of 
Sigifmundus, that the one of thefe bee not taken for the other being fo farre diftant that great errour myght enfue by miftakynge the 
fame, efpecially bicaufe this wherof Paulus louius wryteth is not by name exprelTed in the eardes, but only the other, wherby the 
errour inyght bee the greater. Of that Iherfore that runneth by the confines of Liuonia a.nd the citie of Riga, Sigifmnndus wryteth 
in this wanec. 

The lake of Dwina, is diftante from the fprynges of Borifthenes, almofl lenne myles, and as many from the maryffhe of Fronowo- 
From it, a ryuer of the fame name towarde the wei^, diftante from Vuilna. jlx. [twenty] myles, runneth from thence towarde the 
Northe, where by Riga the chiefe citie of Liuonia, it faulethe into the Germayne fea which the Mofcouites caule Vuareczkote morie. 
It runneth by Vuitepiko, Polotzko, and Dunenburg, and not by Plefcouia as one hath wrytten. This ryner beinge for the mi^e 
part nauigable. the Lyuons caule Duna. 

Of the other Dwina wherof Paulus louius fpeakelh, he wryteth as foloweth. 

The prouince of Dwina and the ryuer of the fame name, is fo named from the place where the ryuers of Suchana and lug 
meatynge togyther, make one vyuer fo cauled. For Dwina in the Mofcouites tounge, fignifieth two. This lyuer by the courfe of a 
hundred myles, entereth into the North Ocean on that part where the fayde fea runneth by the coafVes of Swecia and Nonvaye, and 
diuidethe Engronlande from the vnknowen lande. This prouince filuale in the ful north, perteined in tyme pifl to the fegniorie of 
Nouogorode. From Mofcouia to the mouthes of Dwina, are numbered. CCC. ^three hundred] myles : Albeit as I haue fayde, in the 
regions that are beyond Volga, the accompte of the iorney can not bee well obfenied by reafon of many maryflhes, ryuers, and very 
greate wooddes that lye in the way. Yet are we led by coniecture to thinke it to bee fcarfely twoo hundrelh myles : forafmuch as 
from Mofcouia to Vuolochda, from Vuolochda to Vftyug fumwhat into the Eafle : and laile of all frome Vftyug by the ryuer Dwina, 
is the ryght paflage to the northe fea. This region, befyde the cartel of Colmogor and citie of Dwina, fituale alniofl in the mydde 
way betwene the fpryngs and mouthes of the ryuer, and the caftell of Pienega (landyi^e in the very mouthes of Dwina, is vlterly 
withowt townes and caftels ; yet hath it many vyllages whiche are farre in funder by reafon of the barenneffe of the foyle. etc 

In an other place he wiyteth, that Suchana and lug, after they are ioyned togyther in one, loofe theyr fyrfie names and make 
the ryuer Dwina. etc. But lette vs nowe returne to the hyftorie of Paulus louius. 

Vnto Vftiuga, from the Permians, Pecerrians, Inugrians, Vgolicans, and Pmnegians, people inhabytynge 
the north and northeaft prouinces, are brought the precious furres of Martems and Sables: Alfo the cafes of 
woulfes and foxes both whyte and blacke: And lykeivyfe the fkyrnes of the beafl.es cauled Ceruarii Lupi (that 
is) harte woolfes, beinge engendered eyther of a woolfe and a hynde, or a harte and a bytch woolfe. Thefe 
furres and (kyns, they exchange for dyuers other wares. The bed kynde of tables and of the fined heare 
wherwith nowe the vefl.ures of princes are lyned, and the tender neckes of delicate dames are couered with the 
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exprelTe fimilitude of the lyuynge beatle, are brought by the Permians and Pecerrians, whiche they them felues 
alfo receaue at the handes of other that inhabite the regions neare vnto the north Ocean. The Pennians and 
Pecerrians, a iyttle before owre tyme, dyd facrifice to Idols after the maner of the Gentyles : but doo nowe 
acknowleage Chryfle theyr God. The paflage to the Inugrians, and Vgolicans, is by certeyne rowgh moun- 
taynes, which perhappes are they that in owlde tyme were caukd Hyperborei. In the toppes of thefe, are 
founde the belle kyndes of Falcons : whereof one kynde (cauled Herodium) is whyte with fpotted fethers. 
There are alfo ierfalcons, lakers, and peregrines, whiche were vnknowen to the ancient princes in theyr 
excelTiue and nife pleafures. 

Beyonde thofe people whom 1 lall named {beinge all tributaries to the kinges of Mofcouia) are other 
nations the laft. of men, not knowen by any viages of the Mofcouites, forafmuche as none of theym haue palled 
to the Ocean, and are therefore knowen onely by the fabulous narrations of marchauntes. Yet is it apparente 
that the ryuer of Diuidna or Dwina, drawynge with it innumerable other ryuers, runneth with a vehement 
courfe towarde the northe : and that the fea is there exceadyng large: fo that faylyng by the coafl. of the ryght 
hande, Ihippes may haue paffage from thenfe to Cathay as is thought by moll lykely coniecture, excepte there 
lye fum lande in the waye. For the region of Cathay perteyneth to th[e]extreme and furthelle partes of the 
Eaile, fituate almoll in the paralell of Thracia, and knowen to the Portugales in India when they fayled neare 
thereunto by the regions of Sinara and Malacha to Aurea Cherfonefus, and brought from thenfe certeyne vellures 
made of Sables (kynnes, by which only argument it is apparente that the citie of Cathay is not farre from the 
coafles of Scythla, 

But when Demetrius was demaunded whether eyther by the monumentes of letters or by fame lefle theym 
of theyr prediceffours, they hadde any knowleage of the gothes who nowe more then a thoufand yeares fence 
fubuerted Th[e]empire of the Romane Emperouts, and defaced the citie of Rome, he anfwered, that both the 
nation of the Gothes of the name of kynge Totilas theyr chiefe capitayne, was of famous memorie amonge 
them : And that dyuers nations of the north regions confpired to that expedition, and efpeeiallye the Mofcouites : 
Alfo that that armie increafed of the confluence of the Barbarous Liuons and wanderynge Tartars : But 
that they were all cauled Gothes forafmuch as the Gothes that inhabited Scondania and Ifelande, were the 
auctoures of that inuafion. 

And with thefe boundes are the Mofcouites inclofed on euery fide, whom we thinke to be thofe people 
that Ptolome cauled Modocas ; but liaue doubtelefle at this day their name of the riuer Mofco whiche runneth 
through the chiefe citie Mofca named alfo after the fame. This is the mofl famous citie in Mofcouia, afwell 
for the fituation thereof beinge in maner in the myddeft of the region, as alfo for the commodious oportunitie 
of ryuers, multitude of houfes, and (Ironge fenfe of fo fayre and goodly a caflell, Foi the citie is extended 
with a longe tracte of bujddynges by the bankes of the ryuer for the fpace of fyue myles. The houfes are 
made all of tymber, and are diuided into parlers, chambers, and kichins of large roomes : yet neyther of 
vnfeemely height or to lowe, but of decent meafure and proportion. For they haue greate trees apte for the 
purpofe browght from the forefle of Hercinia ? of the which, made perfectly rounde like the mafles of Ihippes, 
and fo layde one vppon an other that they ioyne at the endes in right angles, where being made very fal\e and 
fure, they frame the}^: houfes thereof of maruelous flrength with fmaule charges and in verye Ihort tyrne. In 
maner all the houfes haue priuate gardens afwell for pleafure as commoditie of herbes, wherby the circuite of 
the difperfed citie appeareth very greate. All the wardes or quarters of the citie, haue theire peculiar chappels. 
But in the chiefeft and highefl place therof, is the Church of owre ladi of ample and goodly workemanfhyppe, 
whiche Arilloteles of Bononie, a man of fmgular knowleadge and experience in architecture, buylded more then. 
Ix. [fixty] yeares fence. At the very head of the citie, a little ryuer cauled Neglina which dryueth many come 
mylles, entereth into the rj'uer Mofcus, and maketh almoft an Hand, in whofe end is the caflell with many 
ftrong towrs and buUwarkes, buylded very fayre by the diuife of Italien architecturs that are the mailers of the 
kinges workes. In the fieldes abowt the citie, is an incredible multitud of hares and roe buckes, the which it 
is lawefull for no man to chafe or perfue with dogges or nettes excepte only certeyne of the kinges familiars and 
ftraunge ambafladours to whom he giueth licence by fpeciall commaun dement. Almofl three partes of the 
citie is inuironed with two ryuers, and the refydue with a large mote that receaueth plentie of water frome the 
fayde ryuers. The citie is alfo defended on the other fyde with an other ryuer named laufa, whiche fauleth 
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into dyucrs regions on eueiy fyde, as wee fee of the Alpes from whofe toppes and fprynges defcend the waters 
of whofe concourfe the ryuers of Rliene, Po, and Rodanum, haue theyr increafe. For thefe maryflhes in the 
(leade of mountaynes fill of fprynges, minifler abundant moyflure, forafmuch as no mountaynes are yet founde 
in that region by tlie longe trauayles of men, in fo much that manye that haue byn ftudious of the owlde 
Cofmographie, fuppofe the Ryphean and Hyperborean mountaynes fo often mentioned of the ancient writers, 
to bee fabulous. From thefe maryflhes therfore, the ryuers of Dwina, Ocha, Mofchus, Volga, Tanais, and 
Borj'Rhenes, haue theyr originall. The Tartars caule Volga Edel ; Taaais they caule Don ; And Boryflhenes 
is at this day cauled Neper. This, a lyttle beneathe Taurica, runneth into the fea Euxinus. Tanais is 
receaued of the maryffhes of Meotis at the noble marte towne Azoum. But Volga leauynge the citie of Mofcha 
towarde the fouth, and runnynge with a large circuite and greate wyndynges and creekes firfl towarde tlie 
Eafie, then to the Well, and laflly to the fouth, fauleth with a full llreame into the Cafpiau or Hyrcan fea. 
Aboue the mouth of this, is a citie of the Tartars cauled Cytrachan, which fum caule Aftrachan, where martcs 
are kepte by the marchauntes of Media, Armenia, and Perfia. On the further banke of Volga, there is a towne 
of the Tartars cauled Cafan, of the which the Horda of the Ca&nite Tartars tooke theyr name. It is diftante 
from the mouth of Volga and the Cafpian fea fyue hundreth myles. Aboue Cafan. C 1. [one hundred and 
fifty] myles at the enteraunce of the ryuer Sura, Bafilius that now reigneth, buylded a towne cauled Surclum, to 
th[e]inteiite that in thofe defertes, the marchauntes and trauailers which certifie the gouernours of the marches 
of the doinges of the Tartars and the maners of that vniiiiiet nation, may have a iafe manfion amonge theyr 
cuflomers. 

Th[e]emperours of Mofcouia at dyuers tymes, eyther moued therto by occafion of thynges prefente, or for 
the defyre they had to nobilitate newe and obfcure places, haue kepte tlie feate of theyr courte and Empire in 
dyuers cities. For Nouogrodia whiche lyeth towarde the Wefte and the Lyuon fea, not many yeares pa(le, was 
the headde citie of Mofcouia, and obteyned euer the chiefe dignitie by reafon of the incredible number of houfes 
and edifi[c]es, with the oportunitie of the large lake replenyflhed with fyfihe, and alfo for the fame of the molle 
auncient and venerable temple whiche more then foure hundreth yeres fence was dedicated to Sancta Sophia 
Chrylle the foonne of God, accordynge to the cullome of the Emprours of Bizantium nowe cauled Conrtantinople. 
Nouogrodia is oppreiTed in maner with continuall wynter and darkeneffe of longe nyghtes. For it hath the pole 
Artike eleuate aboue the Horizon threefcore and foute degrees: and is further from the Equinoctiall then 
Mofcouia by almode. vi. degrees. By whiche dyfference of heauen, it is fayde that at the fommer fteye of the 
foonne, it is burnte with continuall heate by reafon of the ihorte nyghtes. 

The citie alfo of Volodemaria, beinge more then twoo hundreth myles diflant from Mofca towarde the 
Ealle, had the name of the chiefe citie and kynges towne, whyther the feate of Th[e]empire was tranllated by 
the valiant Emperours for necefl^ie confiderations, that fuch ayde, furniture, and requifites as apperteyne to the 
warres myght bee neare at hande at fuche tyme as they kepte continuall warre ageynlle the Tartars theyr 
bortherers. For it is fituate withowt Volga, on the bankes of the ryuer Clefma, whiche fauleth into Volga, But 
Mofcha, afwel! for thofe gyftes and commodities whereof we haue fpoken, as alfo that it is fituate in the myddeft 
of the moa frequented place of all the region and Empire, and defended with the ryuer and Callel, hath in 
comparyfon to other cities byn thowght molle woorthy to bee efleemed for the chiefe. Mofcha is diflant from 
Nouogrodia fiue hundreth myles: and almofl in the mydde way is the citie of Ottoferia (othenvyfe cauled Otwer 
or Tuwer) vppon the ryuer of Volga. This ryuer neare vnto the fountaynes and fpringes of the fame, not yet 
increafed by receauyng fo many other ryuers, runneth but flowely and gentelly : And paffcth from thenfe to 
Nouogrodia through many wooddes and defolate playnes. Furthermore frome Nouogrodia to Riga the nexte 
1,01-te of the Sarmatian fea, is the iomay of a thoufand myles lyttle more or leffe. This tracte is thought to bee 
more commodious then the other, bycaufe it hath manye townes and the citie of Plefcouia in the waye, beinge 
imbrafed with two ryuers. From Riga (perteynynge to the dominion of the greate mafter of the warres of the 
Liuons) to the citie of Lubecke a porte of Germanie in the goulfe of Cymbrica Cherfonefus (nowe cauled 
Denmarke) are numbered aboiite a thoufande myles of daungerous faylynge. 

From Rome to the citie of Mofcha, the didance is knowen to bee two thoulande and fyxe hundreth miles 
by the neareft. way paflynge by Rauenna, Taruifium, the Alpes of Carnica : Alfo Villacum, Noricum, and Vienna 
of Pannonie: and from thenfe (paffynge ouer the ryuer of Danubius) to Olmutium of the Marouians and 
to Cracouia the chtefe citie of Polonie, are coumpted. xi. hundreth myles. From Cracouia to Vilna the 
headde citie of Lithuania, are coumpted fiue hundreth myles: and as many from that citie to Smolenzko fituate 
beyonde Boryflhenes, from whenfe to Mofcha are coumpted fyxe hundreth myles. The iorney frome Vilna by 
Smolenzko to Mofcha, is trauayled in wynter with expedite fleades and incredible celeritie vppon the fnowos 
hardened with longe frofte and compacte lyke Ke by reafon of muche wearynge. But in foominer, the playnes 
can not bee ouerpaffed but by difficulte and laborious trauayle. For when the fnowes by the continuall hcate 
of the foonne begyn to melte and diffolue, they caufe great marj'fllies and quamyres able to intangle bothc horfc 
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and man, were it not th-it wajes are made throwgh the lame with brjdges and caufeys of wood, and almofl 
infinite hhoure 

In all tlie region of Mofcouia, there is no vayne or mine of golde or fyliier, or any other common metall 
excepte iren neyther yet is there any token of precious flones And therefore they bye all thofe thynges of 
ftraungers Neuerthelefle this inmrie of nature is recompenfed with abundaunce of rich furres, whofe price by 
the wanton niLenelfe of men is growne to fuch e\ceffe thit the furres perteynynge to one forte of apparell, are 
nowe foulde for a thoifande crowned But the tjme hath bjn that thefe haue byn bought better chepe when 
the furthefl nations of the north beinge ignorant of owr nj'fe finenefle and brec^thyng defyre toward effeminate 
and fupcrfluous pleifures exch-inged the fame with muche fimphcitie often tymes for tryiles and tliynges of 
fmaule valuL In fo muche that commonly the Perraians and Pecernans, were acc.illomed to gyiie fo many 
fkynnes of babies for an Iren axe or haichet as beinge tyed harde togyther, the marchauntes of Mofcouia coulde 
drawe through the hole where the hafle or handyll entereth into the fame. Bit the Mofcouites fende into all 
partes of Europe tlie befl. kynde of flaxe to make lynnen clothe, and hempe for ropes: Alfo many oxe hydcs, 
and exceadynge great maffes of waxe. 

They proudely denye that the Roraane churche obteyneth the principate and preeminent autoritie of all 
other. 

They fo abhorre the nation of the lewes, that they detefl the memorie of them, and wyll in no condition 
admitte them to dwell witliin theyr dominions ; efleemyng them as wycked and mifcheuous people that hane of 
late tawght the Turkes to make gunnes. Befyde the bookes that they haue of the ancient Greeke doctours, 
they haue alfo the commentaries and homelies of faynt Ambrofe, Augufline, lerome, and Gregorie, tranllated 
into the Illirian or Slauon tounge which agreeth with theyrs. For they vfe bothe the Slauon tounge and letters, 
as doo alfo the Sclauons, Dalmates, Bohemes, Pollones, and Lithuanes. This tounge is fpredde further then 
any other at this day. For it is farailyar at Contlantinople in the courte of the Emperours of the Turkes: and 
was of late harde in Egypte amonge the Mamalukes in the courte of the Soltane of Alcayre otherwyfe cauled 
Memphis or Babilon in Egipte, A greate number of bookes of holy fcripture are tranllated into this tounge by 
th[e]indu(lrie of faynte lerome and Cyrillus. Furthermore, befyde the hyftories of theyr o.vne countreys, they 
haue alfo bookes conteynyng the factes of great Alexander and the Roniane Fjnperours, and lykewyfe of Marcus 
Antonius and Cleopatra. They haue no maner of knowleage of philofophie, Aflronomie, or fpeculatiue phificke 
with other liberall fciences: But fuch are taken for phifitians as profeffe that they haue often times obfenied the 
vertue and qualitie of fum vnknowen herbe. 

They number the yeares, not from the byrth of Chryfle, but from the begynnynge of the worlde. And this 
they begin to accoumpte, not frome the monethe of laniiary, but from September. 

They haue fewe and fimple lawes throwghe owte all the kyngedome, made by the equite and confcience of 
theyr princes, and approued by the confent of wyfe and good men: and are therfore greatly for the welthe and 
([uyetneffe of the people forafmuch as it is not lawfull to peruerte them with any interpretations or cauillations 
of lawyers or atturneys. They punylhe theues, rouers, priuie pyckers, and murtherers. When they examine 
malefactours, they poure a great quantitie of coulde water vppon fuche as they fufpecte, whiche they fay to bee 
an intollerable kynde of tormente. But fumtymes they manacle fuche as are floborne, and wyll not confeffe 
apparent crymes. 

Theyr youth is exercifed in dyuers kyndes of games and plays refembelyng the warres, wherby they both 
practife poUicie and increafe theyr llrength. They vfe runnynge both on horfebacke and afoote. Alio runnynge 
at the tylte, wrellclynge, and efpecially Ihootynge. For they gyue rewardes to fuche as excell therin. 

The Mofcouites are vniuerfally of meane flature, yet very fquare fet and myghtyly brawned. They haue 
al grey eyes, longe beardes, (horte legges, and bygge bellyes. They ryde very (horte, and fhoote backewarde 
very cunnyngely euen as they fiye. At home in theyr houfes, theyr fare is rather plentifuU then deyntie. For 
theyr tables are fumyfihed for a fmaule price with all fuche kyndes of meates as may bee defyred of fuch as are 
gyuen to nioH excelTiue gluttony. Hennes and duckes are bought for lyttle fyluer penfe the piece. There is 
incredible plentie of beaftes and cattayle bothe greate and fmaule. The flefftie of biefe that is kylled in the 
mjydell of w)nter, is fo congeled and frofen, that it putrifiethe not for the fpace of two moonethes. Theyr 
belle and mode delicate dyfllies, are gotten by huntynge and haukynge as with vs. For they take all fortes of 
wylde beaftes with houndes and dyuers kyndes of nettcs An 1 ' h f 1 ons and erens or eagles of a mameylous 
kynde whiche the region of Pecerra bryngeth furth vn o 1 e n h y ke not onely fefantes and wylde duckes, 
but alfo cranes and wjlde fwMines. They take alfo a foule of da ke oloure abowte the byggenes of a goofe 
with redde ouerbrowes, whofe flefihe in tafle paffeth the pleafa n neffe of Pheafauntes. Thefe in the Mofcouites 
tounge are cauled Tdrao, whiche I fuppofe to bee the fan e 1 P nie cauleth Erythratao, knowen to the 
people of the Alpes, and efpecially to the Rhetians whicl h b e he laundes abowte the fprynges of the ryiier 
Abdua. The ryuer of Volga miniOreth vnto them great fyfflies and of pleafaunte tafle: efpecially fturgions or 
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rather a kynde of fyffiie lyke vnto (lurgions : whiche in the wynter feafon beinge inclofed in Ife, are longe 
referued frellTie and vncorrupte. Of other kindes of fyfllies, they take in maner an incredible multitude in the 
whyte lakes whereof wee haue fpolten before. And wheras they vtterly lacke natiue wynes, they irfe fuche as 
are broivght from other places. And this only in certeine feafles and holy mifleries. Efpecially the pleafaunte 
Maluafies of the Hand of Creta nowe cauled Candy, are had in mode honoure : and vfed eyther as mcdicens or 
for a (liewe of excefliue aboundaunce, forafmuche as it is in maner a miracle that wynes browght frome Candy 
by the ftreyghtes of Hercuks pillers and the Ilandes of Gades, and tolfed with fuch fluddes of the inclofed 
Ocean, Ihulde be droonke amonge the Scythyan fnowes in theyr natiue puritie and pleafauntneffe. 

The common people drinke mede made of hony and hoppes fodden together, whiche they keepe longe in 
pytched barrels where the goodnes increafeth with age. They vfe alfo beere and ale as doo the Germanes and 
Polones, They are accuflomed for delycatenes in fommer to coole theyr beere and mede with putfynge Ife 
therin, whiche the noble men referue in theyr fellars in great quantitie for the fame purpofe. Suinme there are 
that delyte greately in the iufe that is preiTed owte of cherries before they bee full rype: whiche they affynne to 
haue the coloure of cleare and ruddy wyne with a verye pleaiaunte tafle. 

Theyr wyues and women, are not with them in fuche honoure as they are in other nations. For they vfe 
them in maner in the place of femantes. The noble men and gentelmen, doo diligently obferue theyr walkes 
and haue an eye to their chaflitie. They are feldom bydden furth to any feailes ; nether are permytted to 
reforte to churches farre of, or to walke abrode withowl fum greate confy deration. But the common forte of 
women, are eafely and for a fmaule price allured to lecherye euen of (Iraungers : by reafon wherof, the gentelmen 
doo lyttle or nothynge efteme them. 

lohn the father of kynge BafiUus dyed more then. xx. [twenty] yeares fence. He maryed Sophia the 
doughter of Thomas Paleologus who reigned farre in Peioponnefus (now cauled Morea) and was brother to 
Th[e]emperoure of conftantinople. Shee was then at Rome when Thomas her father was dryuen owte of Grecia 
by the Turckes. Of her were fyue chyldren borne, as Bafilius hym felfe, George, Demetrius, Symeon, and 
Andreas. Bafilius tooke to wyfe Salomonia the doughter of George Soborotiius a man of fynguler fidehtie and 
wyfdome and one of hys counfayle. The excellent vertues of which woman, only barenneife obfcured. 

When the prynces of Mofcouia delyberat to marie, thejT cuflomc is to haue choyfe of all the vyrgynes in 
the realme, and to caufe fuche as are of mod fayre and bewtyfuU vyfage and perfonage with maners and vertues 
accordyng, to bee browght before them. Which afterwarde they committe to certayne feythful men and graue 
matrones to bee furder vewed, in fo muche that they leaue no parte of them vnferched. Of thefe, (hee whonae 
the prynce mofl lyketh, is pronounced woorthy to bee hys wyfe, not withowt greate and carefull expectation of 
theyr parentes, lyuynge for that fyme betwene hope and feare. The other vyrgyns alfo which floode in election and 
contended in bewty and integritie of maners, are often times the fam dy g fjhpjn y3o 

hys noble men, gentellmen, and capytaynes; wherby it fumtymes coi h p ff h wlyl 1 p 
conterane the lynage of roiall defcente, fuche as are borne of humble p 1 d h d "r f 

princely eftate. In !yke maner as Th[e]emperours of the turckes were 1 d b 1 f by 1> f 

of perfonage and warly prowes. 

Bafilius was vndcr th[e]age of forty and feuen yeares, of cumly p rf ^ g 1 rt \ \ ly 

qualities, by all meanes lludyous for the profperitie and commodities ofl>b Fin nb o- 

lence, lyberalytie and good fucceife in hys doynges, to bee preferred bfhpg F hnhe 

hadde. vi. yeares kepte warre with the Lyuons that moued. Ixxii. [feuen ytw] fh hcaf 

of that warre, he obteyned the victorie and departed with fewe conditions of peace rather gyuen then accepted. 
Alfo at the begynnynge of his reigne, he put the Polones to flight and took prifoner Conftantine the capitayne 
of the Ruthens whom he brought to Mofcouia tyed in chaynes. But Ihortly after at the ryuer Boriflhenes aboue 
the citie of Orfa, he hym felfe was ouercomne in a great battayle by the fame Conllantine whom he hadde dif- 
miifed : Vet fo, that the towne of Smolenzko whiche the Mofcouites poffeffed before and was now woonne by 
the Polons, Ihulde ilyll perteyne to the dominions of Bafilius. But ageynde the Tartars, and efpecially the 
Tartars of Europe cauled the Precopites, the Mofcouites haue often tymes kepte warre with good fucceffe, in 
reuenge of th[e]iniuries doone to them by theyr incurfions. 

Bafilius is accuflomed to brynge to the fielde more then a hundreth and fiftie thoufande hotfemen deuided 
into three bandes and folowynge the banners or enfeignes of theyr capitaynes in order of battayle. On the 
banner of the kynges wynge, is figured the image of lofue the capitaine of the Hebrewes at whofe prayer the 
foone prolonged the daye and (leyde liis courfe as wytneiTe the hydories of holye fcripture. Armies of foote- 
men are in maner to no vfe in thofe great wyldemeffes, afwel for theyr apparel beinge loofe and longe, as alfo 
for the cudome of theyr enemies, who in theyr warres trude rather to the fwyftenelfe of theyr lyght horfes then 
to trye the matter in a pyght fyelde. 

Theyr horfes are of leffe then meane dature : but verye Rronge and fwyfte. Theyr horfemen are armed 
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with pykes, ryuettes, mafes of Iren and arrowes. Fcwe haue hooked fwootdes. Theyr bodies are defended 
with rounde Targets after the maner of the Turkes of Afia : or with bendyng and comarde targettes after the 
maner of the Greekes : Alfo with coates of mayle, brygantynes, and fliarpe helmettes. BafiUus dyd further- 
more inftytute a band of hargabufiers on horfbacke : and caufed many greate brafen pieces to bee made by the 
woorkemanfhype of certeyne Ilalyans : and the fame with theyr (lockes and wheeles to bee placed in the caftell 
of Mofca. 

The kynge hym felfe with pryncely magnjfycence and finguler famiHaritie {wherwith neuertheleffe no parte 
of the maieftie of a kyng is vyolate) is accuilomed to dyne openly with hys noble men and llraunge ambaila- 
dours in hys owne chamber of prefence where is feene A meruelous quantitye of fyluer and gylte plate flandynge 
vppon two great and high cubbardes in the fame chamber. He hath not abowte hym any other garde for the 
cuilody of hys perfon fauynge only hys accuilomed femylye. For watche and warde is dylygently kepte of the 
faythfull multytnde of the citifens ; In fo muche that euery warde or quarter of the citie is inclofed with gates 
rayles, and barres : neyther is it lawful! for any man raflhely to walke in the citie in the nyght, or withowt lyght. 
AU the courte confyfleth of noble men, gentelmen, and choyfe fouldyers which are cauled owte of euery regyon 
by theyre townes and vyllagies, and commaunded to wayte courfe by courfe at certeyne moonethes appoynted. 
Furthermore when warre is proclaymed, all the armye is collected bothe of the owlde fouldiers and by muller- 
ynge of newe in all prouynces. For the lieuetenauntes and capytaynes of the amiye, are accuilomed in all 
cities to muiler the youth, and to admytte to th[e]order of fouldyers fuch as they thynke able to feme the tume. 
Theyre wages is payde them of the common treafurye of euery prouynce which is gathered and partely payde 
alfo in the tyme of peace although it bee but lyttle. But fuch as are affigned to the warres, are free frome all 
tributes, and inioye certein other priuilegies wherby they may the more gladly and cherfully feme theyr kynge 
and defend theyr contrey. For in the tyme of warre, occacyon is mynyflred to (hewe trewe vertue and raan- 
hodde, where in fo greate and neceflarie an inilitution, euery man accordynge to hys approued actiuitie and 
ingenyous forwardneffe, may obteyne the fortune eyther of perjjetuall honoure or ignorainie. 

Vix olim vlla fides referentihus horrida regna 

Mofchorum, et Ponti, res glactalis erat. 
Nunc louio auiore, ilia ocuUs luflramus, et vrhet, 

Et nemora, et monies cernimus etfluuios. 
Mofchouiam, monummta loui, tua culia reuoluens. 

Capi alios mwidos credere Democrtti. 
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gRom whenfe Ruffia had the name, there are dyuers opinions. 
Sume thynke that it was fo named of one RufTus the foonne or 
neuie of Lech the kynge of the Polons. Other atfirrae that it 
was fo cauled of a certeyne owlde towne named Ruffus not 
farre frorae Nouogoroda or Nouogardia the more. Sum alfo 
thynke that it was fo cauled of the browne coloure of the nation. 
But theMofcouians confute al thefe opinions as vntrewe : Affirm- 
ynge that this nation was in owld tyme cauledRoffeiaasanation 
difperfed, as the name it felfe dooth declare. For Roffeia in 
the Ruthens tounge, doothe fignifie difperfed or fcattered. The 
which thynge to be trcw, dyuers other people commyxt with 
th[e]inhabitauntes, and dyuers procinces lyinge here and there 
betwene dyuers partes of Ruflia doo playnely declare. But 
henfe fo euer they tooke theyr name, doubtleffe all the people 
tl at vfe the Slauon tounge, and profeffe the fayth of Chryfl after 
the miner of tne Greekes, (cauled in theyr common language 
Rufli, and m the Latm tounge Rutheni) are increafed to fuche 
a multytude that they haue eyther e p If d all the nations that lye betwene them, or drawne them to theyr 
maner of lyuynge, infomuche that they a e no e cauled all Rutheni by one common name. 

Furthermore the Slauon tounge ( h h at th day e i^ fumn hat corruptly cauled Sclauon) runneth excead- 
yng far, as vfed of the Dalmates, Boffuenfer, Croatians, Itlnans, and by a longe tracte of the fea Adiiatike vnto 
Forum lulii : Of the Caruians alfo whome the Venetians caule Charfos : and lykewyfe of the Carniolans and 
Carinthians vnto the ryuer Drauus : Furthermore of the Stinans within Gretzium and by Muera vnto Danu- 
bius and from thenfe of the Myfians, Seraians, Eulg-irnns, and other inhabitynge euen vnto Conftantinople ; 
Furthermore of the Bohemians, Lufacians, Silefians, Morauians, ind th[e]inhabitauntes neare vnto the ryuer 
Vagus in the kyngedome of Hungarie : The Polons alfo and the Ruthenians whofe Empire reacheth very 
farre : lykewyfe the Circafians and Quinquemontanians vnto Pontus : and is from thenfe vfed in the north 
partes of Germanie amonge the remanent of the Vandales inhabityng here and there. All whiche nations 
aithowgh they acknowleage them felues to bee Sclauons, yet the Germayns taking the denomination only of the 
Vandales, caule al them that vfe the Slauon tounge, Vuenden, Vuinden, or Vuindyfh. 

Of the Princes that nowe reigne in RufTia, the chiefe is the great Duke of Mofcouia who pofieffeth the 
greateft part therof. The feconde is the great duke of Lithuania : and the thyrde the kynge of Polonie, who 
nowe obteyneth the dominion of Polonie and Lithuania 

In autoritie and dominion ouer his fubiectes, the prmce of Mofcouie pafTeth all the monarkes of the 
worlde. For he depriueth all his noble men and gentelmen of al theyr holdes and munitions at his pkafure. 
He trufteth not his owne brotheme, but oppreffeth all with lyke femitude. In fo muche that whome fo euer he 
commaundeth eyther to remayne with hym in the courte, or to goo to the warres, or fendeth on an ambaffage, 
they are compelled to bee at theyr owne chaiges, excepte the younge gentelmen the foonnes of the Boiarons, 
that is, the noble men of the loweft degree. He vfurpeth this autoritie afwell ouer the fpiritualtie as the tempo- 
raltie : conaitutynge what him lyfteth of the goods and lyfe of al men. Of his counfilers there is not one that 
dare diffente from hym in any thynge. They openly confeffe that the wyl of the prince is the wyll of god -. and 
therfore caule hym the key bearer and chamberlen of god, and beleue him to bee the executor of gods wylL 
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By reafon wherof, the prince hym felfe when any peticion is made to hym for the deliuerie of any captiue, is 
accuilomed to aitnfwere : When god comraaundeth he fhaibe deliuered. Lykewyfe when any afketh a queftion 
of an vncerteyne or doubtefull thynge, theyr catlome is to anfwere thus : God knoweth and the greate prince. 
It is vncerteyne whether the crueltie and fiercenes of the nation doo requyre fo tyrannous a prince, or whether 
by the tyranny of the prince, the nation is made fo fierce and cruell. 

Bafilius the foonne of lohn, was the fyrft that tooke vppon hym the name and title of a kyngein thismaneri 
The great lorde Bafilius, by the grace of god kynge and lorde of all Ruffia and the greate duke of Vuolodiroaria, 
Mofcouia, Nouogardia, etc. 

Furthermore, wheras nowe this prince is cauled an Emperour, I haue thought good to (hewe the tytle and 
caufe of this errour. Note therfore that Czar in the Ruthens tounge fignifieth a kynge, wheras in the language 
of the Slauons, Pollons, Boheines, and other, the lame woorde Czar, fignifieth Cefar by whiche name Th[e]em- 
perours haue byn commonly cauled. For bothe they and the Slauons that are vnder tlie kyngdome of 
Hungarie, caule a kynge by an other name : as fum Crall, other Kyrall, and fum KoroU : but thinke that only 
an Emperoure is cauled Czar. Whereby it came to paffe that the Ruthene or Mofcouite interpretouts hearynge 
theyr prince to bee fo cauled of (Iraunge nations, began them felues alfo to name hym an Emperour, and 
thinke the name of Czar to bee more worthy then the name of a kynge, althowgh they fignifie all one thynge. 
But who fo wylreadeall theyr hyi\ories andbookes ofholy fcripture, (hallfynde that a kynge is cauled Czar, and 
an Emperour Kefiar. By the lyke erroure Th[e]emperour of the Turkes is cauled Czar, who neuertheleffe of 
antiquitie vfed no hygher tytle then the name of a kynge, expreffed by this woorde Czar. And hereof the 
Turkes of Europe that vfe the Slauon tounge, caule the citie of ConJlantinople Czargrad, (that is) the kynges 
citie. 

Sum caule the prince of Mofcouie the whyte kynge, whiche I thinke to proceade of the whyte cappes, or 
other tyrementes they weare on theyr heades, lyke as they caule the kynge of Perda Kifilpalifa (that is) redde 
headde. He vfeth the tytle of a kynge when he writeth or fendeth to Rome, the Emperour, the pope, the 
kynge of Suetla and Denmarke, the greate mailer of Pruffia and Liuonia, and alfo to the greate Turke as I 
haue byn credably informed : but he is not cauled kynge of any of them, exceple perhappes of the Liuons. 
Yet by reafon of his later conquefles, fum haue thought hym worthy the name of a kynge or rather of an 
Emperour bycaufe he hath kynges vnder his Empire. 

To the kynge of Polone he vfeth this tytle ; 1"he great lotde Bafilius by the grace of god, lorde of all Ruffia, 
and greate duke of Vuolodimeria, Mofcouia, Nouogardia. etc leauynge owt the tytle of a kyng. For none of 
them vouchefafeth to rcceaue the letters of the other augmented with any newe tytle, as I knewe by experience 
at my being in Mofcouia, at which tyrae Sigifmundus the kynge of Polone fente hym his letters augmented with 
the tytle of the Duke of Mafouia, wherwifh he was not a lyttle offended. 

They glorie in theyr hydories that before Vuolodimeria and OIha, the lande of Ruffia was baptifed and 
blefCed of iaynt Andrewe th[e]apoflle of Chryll, affirmynge that he came from Grecia to the mouthes of the ryuer 
Boryfthenes ; and that he fayled vppe the ryuer to the mountaynes where as is nowe Chiouia : and that there 
he bleffed all the lande and placed his crofle, prophefyinge alfo that the grace of god fiiulde bee greate there, 
and that there Ihulde bee many churches of ChryHian men : Lykewyfe that he afterwarde came to the fprynges 
of Boryfthenes vnto the great lake Vuolok, and by the ryuer Louat defcended into the lake Ilmer : from whenfe 
by the riuer Vuolcon whiche runneth owte of the fame lake, he came to Nouogardia ; and paffed frome thenfe 
by the fame ryuer to the lake Ladoga and the ryuer Heua, and fo vnto the fea whiche they caule Vuaretzkoia, 
beinge the fame that we caule the Germayne fea, betwene Vuinlandia or Finlandia and Liuonia, by the whiche 
he fayled to Rome, and was at the lafle crucified forChrytle his gofpell in Petoponnefus by the tyranny of Agus 
Antipater, as theyr crownacles make mention. 

The prynce euery feconde or thyrde yeaxe, caufeth a mufter to bee taken of the foonnes of the Boiarons, 
and takethe an accoumpte bothe of theyr number and howe many horfes and men euery of them is able to 
make ; and then appoynteth a certeyne Ilypende to fuche as are able further to beare theyr owne charges in the 
warres. They haue feldome any reft or quyetnefle. For they eyther keepe warre with the Lithuanians, Liuonians, 
Suetians, or Tartars of Cafan. Or yf it fo chaunce that the prynce keepe no warre, yet dooth he yearely 
appoynte garryfons of. xx. [twenty] thoufande menne in places abowt Tanais and Occa to repreffe the incurfions 
and tobberyes of the European Tartars cauled Precopites. 

As in other matters, euen fo in th[e]order of warrefare ther is great diuerfitie amonge men. For the Mof- 
couian as foone as he begynneth to flye, thinketh of none other fuccoure but putteth all his confidence therein. 
Beinge purfued or taken of his enemie, he neyther defendeth himfelfe nor defirethe perdon. 

The Tartar cafl of from his horfe, fpoyled of at his armure and weapons, and alfo fore wounded, defendeth 
hym felfe with handes, feete, and teethe, and by all meanes he may, vntyll his llrength and fpirite fayle hym. 

The Turke, when he feeth hym felfe deflitute of all helpe and hope to efcape, doth humbly defyre pardon, 
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cafting away his weapons and armure, and recking farth to the victourer his hands ioyncd together to be bounde, 
hopynge by captiuitie to faue his lyfe. 

The Mofcouites in placeinge theyr armye cbufe them a large playne where the befl of them pytch theyr 
tentes and the other make them certen arbours of bouwes fyxt in the grounde, bendyng together the toppcs 
therof, whiche they couer with theyr clokes to defende themfelueSj theyr bowes, arrowes, faddyles, and other 
theyr neceflaries from rayne. They put fnrth theyr horfes to pafture, and for that caufe haue theyr tentes fo 
farre in funder, which they fortifye neyther with cartes or trenches or any other impedyment, excepte perhappes 
the place bee defended by nature as with wooddes, ryuers and maiyflhes. 

It may perhappes feeme (Iraunge howe he maynteyneth hym and hys fo longe with fo finaule an army as I 
haue fayde. I wyll nowe therfore brefely declare theyre fparynge and frugalitie. He that hath fyxe or fum- 
tymes more horfes, vfeth one of them as A packe horfe to beare all theyr neceflaryes. He hath alfo in a bagge 
of two or three fpanes longe, the floure or meale of the grayne cauled mylle ; and, viii. or x. poundes weyghte 
of fwynes flefllie pondered. He hathe lykewyfe A bagge of fake, myxte with pepper if he bee ryche. Further- 
more euery man caryeth with hym A hatchet, A fyre boxe, and a brafen potte : fo that if they chaunce to 
coomme to any place where they can fynde no frutes, garlyke, onyons or flefflie, they kyndle a fyre and fylle 
theyr pottes with water wherunto they put a fpoonefuU of meale with a quantitie of falte, and make pottage 
therof, wherwith the mailer and ail hys feruauntes lyue contented. But if the maAer bee very hungary he 
eateth all alone, and the feruantes are fumtymes inforfed to falle for the fpace of two or three dayes. And yf 
the mailer intende to fare fumwhat more delycately, then he addeth therto a lyttle portion of fwynes flefflie. I 
fpeake not thys of the bell of them, but of fuche as are of the meane forte. The gouernours and capytaynes of 
t]i[e]armye, doo fum tymes bydde the poorer forte to theyre tables : where theye feede them fellies fo wel, lliat 
they falle two or three dayes after. When they haue frutes, garlyke, and onyons, theye can well forbeare all 
other meates, Procedynge forwarde to the battayle, they put more confydence in theyr multitude, and with 
what great armyes they aflayle theyr enerayes, then eyther in the Hrengthe and valyanteneffe of theyr fouldyers, 
or in well inilructynge theyr armye : and fyght better afarre of, then at hande ; and therfore iludy howe to 
circumuent or inclofe theyr enemyes and to aflayle them on the backe halfe. 

They haue many trumpiters : The which whyle they blow all at once after theyr maner, make A mcmelous 
(Iraunge noyfe. They haue alfo an other kynde of inllrumentes which they caule Szurna. Thefe they blowe 
withowte feafynge for the fpace of an houre togither, fo temperyng the fame and holdyng in tlie wynd whyie 
they drawe more, tliat the noyfe feemeth continuall withoute intermyffion. 
The Moscmiite) They vfe all One maner of appateyle : as longe coates withowte pkyghtes and with narrowe 11 eaues after 

■ppatdi. the maner of the Hungaryans. Thefe the Chriftians vfe to butten on the right fyde : and the Tartars {vfinge 

the lyke) butten them on the lefte fyde. They weare redde and (horte bufkyns that reache not to theyr knees ; 
and haue the foules therof defended with plates of Ireti. In maner all theyr lliyrtes are wroughte with dyuers 
colours aboute the necke : and haue the collars and ruffes byfette with lyttle rounde baules lyke beades, of 
fyluer or gylted copper, and fumtyme perles alfo. They gyrde them felues beneth the bellye euen as Jowe as 
tlieyr priuy members, that they may feme more boorely which they greately eileme, as doo at thys day the 
Spanyardes, Italyans, and AJmaynes. 

The prouince of Mofcouia is neyther very large nor frutfull, forafmuche as the fertylytye is hyndered with 
fandye grounde which eyther with to muche dryneffe or moyfler kylleth the come. Furthermore the immoderate 
and Iharpe vntemperatcnelTe of the ayre while the coulde of the wynter ouercommethe the heate of the foonne, 
fumtymes dothe jiot fuffer the corne to rype. For the coulde is there fumtyme fo extreame, that lyke as with vs 
in fommer by realbn of heate, euen fo there by extreame coulde the yearth hath many great chynkes or breaches. 
Water alfo caft, into the ayre, and fpettle faulyng from on[e]s mouthe, are frofen before they touche the grounde 
I my felfe, when I came thether in the yeare 1526. fawe the braunches of frutefull trees wythyred by the coulde 
of the wynter before, which was fo extreame that many of theyr wagoners or caries (whom they caule Gonecz) 
were founde frofen to deathe in the)T Ileades. There were fum that at the iame tyme leadyng and dryuyng 
theyr cattayle from the nexte villagies to Mofcouia, dyed by the way with theyr beaftes through th[e]extremytie 
of the coulde. Furthermore, the fame yeare many players that were accutlomed to wander aboute the contrey 
with daunfyng beares, were founde dead in the high wayes, Wylde beares alfo inforced thereto by famyn, lefte 
the wooddes and ranne here and there into dyuers villagies and houfes : At whofe commyng while the men of 
the countrey forfooke theyr houfes and fledd into the fieldes, manye of them perylThed throughe the vehemencie 
of the coulde. Agayne, it fumtymes fo chaunceth that in fommer die heate is as extreame ; as in the yeare. 
1525. in the which almotl all kynds of pulfe and grayne were fcorched and burnte : and fuch a derlh of corne 
folowed that drought, that that which before was bowght for three dengas, was afterwarde foulde for. xx. 
[twenty] or. xxx, [thirty.] Furthermore alfo, manye villagies, wooddes, and llackes of come, were fette on fyre 
by tb[e]extreame heate : The fmoke wherof fo fylled the regyon, that the eyes of many were fore hurte therby. 
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There arofe alfo as it were a darke and thycke myil without fmoke which lb moleiled the ey[e]s, that many lofte 
theyr fight therby. 

They fowe and naiyfihe the feades of melons with greate diligence in certeyne rayfed beddes myxte with 
doonge : wherby they fynde a remedy both ageynd extrearae could and heat. For if the heate exceade, they 
make certeyne ryftes in the beddes as it were breathyng places lead the feades (hulde be fuffocate with to muche 
heate. And if the coulde bee extreme it is tempered with the heate of the mucke or dunge. 

Theyr beades are muche leffe then owres: yet not all withowt homes as one hath written. For 1 haue 
there fene oxen, kyne, goates, and rammes all with homes. 

Not faire from the citie of Mofcha, are certeyne monafleries which a farre of, feeme lyke vnto a citie. 
They faye that in thys citie is an incredible number of houfes : And that the fyxte yeare before ray commynge 
thyther, the prince caufed them to bee numbered, and founde them to bee more then one and fortye thoutande 
and fyue hundreth houfes. The citie is very large and wyde : and alfo very flabby and myrie. By reafon 
wherof it hath many brydges and caufeys. 

The ajTe of the regyon is fo holfome, that beyond the fprynges of Tanais, efpecially towarde the north 
and a great parte alfo towarde the Ealle, the peflySence hath not bjTie harde of fence the memorye of man. 
Yet haue they fumtimes a difeafe in theyi boweJls and headdes not much vnlyke the peilylence. This difeafe 
they caule a heate : wherwilh fuche as are taken, dye within fewe dayes. 

Sum wryte that lohn the duke of Mofcouia and fonne of Bafilius, vnder the pretence of religion facked 
and fpoyled, the citie of Nouogardia : and caried with hym from thcnfe to Mofcouia three hundreth fleades kiden 
with golde, fyluer, and precious (tones of the gooddes of the Archebyflhoppe, the marcliauntes, citifins, and 
ftraungiers. 

Solowki is an Hande fituate in the north fea. viii. leaques from the continent betwene Dwina and the pro- 
uince of Corela. Howe farre it is dyllant from Mofcouia, can not bee well knowne by reafon of manye fennes, 
maryfihes, wooddes, and defolate places lyinge in the way. Albeit, fum fay that it is not three hundreth leaques 
from Mofcouia, and two hundreth frome Eieloiefero. In thys Ilande is made greate plenty of ialte : and it 
hath in it a monaflerie into the which it is not lawfull for any woman or virgyn to enter. There is alfo great 
fyflhyng for hearyng. They fay that here the foonne at the fommer Equinoctiall, fhyneth continually excepte 
two houres. 

Demetriowe, is a citie with a callel, diflante from Mofcouia xii. leaques declining from the well fum- 
what toward the north. By this runneth the lyner Lachroma that runneth in to the ryuer of Sell. Sell alfo 
receaueth the ryuer Dubna whiche vnladeth it felfe in Volga. And by the commoditie of thus many ryuers, 
many riche marchaundies are browght without great laboure or difficultie from the cafpian fea by the ryuer 
Volga to Mofcouia and dyuers other prouynces and cit b h f 

Bieloiefero, a citie with a caflell, is fituat at a lake flf FBlf hMf 

toung, fignifieth a white lake. The citie Ilandeth not ihlk fml f>d\ f dl 

maryfihes that it may feeme to bee inexpugnable :In d hfhp fMf f 

toraed to keepe theyr treafure there. Bieloiefero isfmM hdhlq aid h 

Nouogardia the great The lake it felfe, is, xii. leaque 1 I das h bdh dhl{ hy 

fey) three hundreth ryuers faulynge into it. Th[e]i lb f 1 pi h P b ' g^ag 

although nowe in maner all fpeake the Mofcotiites toun Th I g (I 1 ) h If i. 1 

is fayde to confyfle of, xix. [nineteen] houres. A man fgr dd Id 1 hboy 

nyng of the fprynge when the trees began nowe to bee greene, he went in pofte from Mofcouia to Bieloiefero : 
And paffynge ouer the ryuer Volga, founde the region there fo couered with Ife and fnow, that he was fayne to 
difpatch the refidue of his iorney on fleades. And although the wynter bee longer there, yet doo the frutes 
waxe rype and are gathered euen at the fame tyme that they are in Mofcouia- Within an arrowe ftiotte of the 
lake, there is an other lake that bryngeth furth brymtlone : which a certen ryuer runnyng owt of the fame, 
caryeth with it in great quantitie fiotyng aboue the water lyke a fcoomme. Yet through the ignorance of the 
people, they haue no commoditie therby. 

The people that inhabite the regions lyinge (aire northe and call from Mofcouia, exchaunge theyr furres 
for apparel, knyues, needles, fpoones, hatchets, and fuche other necellaiye wares. For they haue not the vfe of 
golde and fyluer. 
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C The -dcfcriptioji of the regions, people, and ry iters, lyinge North and Eajie 

from Mofcouia : As the way from Mofcouia to the ryuer Petzora, 

and the proiiince of lugaria, or luhra : Atidfrome thenfe 

to the ryuer Obi. Lykewyfe the difcription of 

other countreys and regions, eiten vnto 

Th\_e\empire of the greate 

Cham of Cathay. 

He dominion of the Prince of Mofcouia reacheth farre towarde the Eaile and north vnfo the 
places which we wyl! nowe defcr)'be. As concernynge whiche thynge, I tranflated a hooke 
that was prefented vnto me in the Mofcouites tounge, and haue heare made a brj^efe re- 
hearfall of the fame. I wyll fyrfl theifore defcribe the iorney from Mofcouia to Petzora, and 
fo to lugaria and ObL 

From Mofcouia to the citie of Vuolochda, are numbered fyftie Werfles, one Werd con- 
teynynge almofte the fpace of an Italyan myle. From Vuolochda to Viliug towarde tlie right 
hande defcendinge with the courfe of the ryuer of Vuolochda and Suchana with whom it ioyneth, are coumpted 
fyue hundreth Werfles : where within two Weriles of the towne cauled Strelze and hard by the citie of Viliug 
Suchana ioyneth. lug which runneth from the fouth : from whofe mouth vnto the fprynges of the lame, are 
numbered fyue hundrethe Werfles. 

Note that wheras here before the aulour nuinbereth but fyftie weriles from Mofcouia to Vnolochda, it femetli that the place is 
corrupted by the Printers myftakynge one worde for an other, as Quiiiquaginta, which is fyftie, for Quingenta, whiche is fyue 
hundreth. For the diftance is no lefTe from Mofcouia to Vuolochda, then is from Vuolochda to Vftiug, which is fyue hundreth 
weriles. 

But Suchana and lug after they ioyne togyther, lofe theyr fyrft names and make bothe one ryuer named 
Dwina, by the whiche the paffage to the citie of Colmogor conteyneth fyue hundreth Werfles : from whenfe in 
the fpace of fyxe dayes iorney, Dwina entereth into the north Ocean at vi. mouthes. And the grcatefte parte of 
this iorney confyfleth by nauigation. For by lande, from Vuolochda vnto Colmogor, pafTing ouer the ryuer 
Vuaga, are a thoulande Werfles. Not farre from Colmogor, the ryuer Pienega runnynge frome the Eafle on the 
lyght hande for the fpace of feuen hundreth Werfles fauleth into Dwina. From Dwina by the ryuer Pienega by 
the fpace of two hundreth Werfles, they coome to a place cauled Nicolai : from whenfe within halfe a werfl, 
fhyppes haue paifage into the ryuer Kuluio, which hath his original from a lake of the lame name towarde the 
north, from whofe fpringes is. viii. dayes vyage to the mouth of the fame where it entereth into the OceaiL 

Saylynge by the coafles of the lyght hande the fea, they paffe by the regions of Stanuwifche, Caluncafcho, 
and Apnu. And faylynge abowt the promontorie or cape of Chorogofki Nofz, Stanuwifche, Camenckh, and 
Tolflickh, they come at the length into the ryuer Mezen, and fromc thenfe in the fpace of fyxe dayes to a 
vyllage of the fame name, flandyng in the mouth of the ryuer Pieza : by the which ageine afcendyng towarde 
the lefte hande and foommer Eafl, they come to the ryuer Piefcoya, From whenfe faylynge for the fpace of 
fyue Werfles, they coomme into hvo lakes in the whiche are feene two wayes : wherof one on the rj'ght fyde, 
goeth to the ryuer Rubicho, by the whiche they palfe to the ryuer Czircho. Other by an other and fhorter 
way, brynge theyr fhyppes frome the lake directly into Czncho : From whenfe, except they be hyndered by 
temped, they coomme in the fpace of three weekes to the ryuer and mouth of Czilma, fJowynge into the great 
ryuer Petzora, which in that place is two Werfles in breadthe. Saylyng from henfe, they coomme in the fpace 
of fyxe dayes to the towne and cafleH of Pufloofero, neare vnto the which, Petzora entereth into the north 
Ocean at fyxe mouthes. The inhabitauntes of this place, are men of fimple wytte. They receaued the fayth 
of Chryfle, and were baptifed in the yeare M. D. xviii. 

From the mouth of Czilma vnto the mouthe of the ryuer Vila, goinge by Petzora, is one monethes vyage. 
Vffa hath his fprynges in the mountayne Poyas Semnoi, being on the lefte hande towarde the foommer Eafl, 
and fpringeth owte of a greate ilone of the fame mountayne, cauled Camen Bolfchoi. From the fprynges of 
VfTa to the mouthes of the fame, are numbered more then a thoafande Werfles. Furthermore Petzora runneth 
from this fouth wvnter oarte. from whenfe afcendynge from the mouthes of Vfla vnto the mouthes of the ryuer 
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Stzuchogora, is three weekes vyage. They that defcribed this vyage, fayde that they refled betweiie the 
mouthes of the ryuers of Stzuchogora and Potzfcheriema : and lefte theyr vyttayles there whiche they browght 
with theym from Ruflia. Beyonde the ryuers of Petzora and Stzuchogora towardethe niountayne Camenipoias 
and the fea witli the Ilandes there abowte and the cafiell of Puftoofero, are dyuers and innumerable nations 
whiche by one common name are cauled Samoged (that is) fuch as eate them felues. They haue great increafe 
of foules, byrdes, and dyuers kyndes of bealles : as Sables, Martemes, Beuers, Otters, Hermelines, Squyrels : 
and in the Ocean the beafle cauled Mors : Alfo Vefs, whyte beares, woolfes, hares, Equiwoduani, great whales, 
and a fyffhe cauled Semfi, with dyuers other. The people of thefe nations, come not to Mofcouia. For they 
are wylde, and flye the company and focietie of other men. 

From the mouthes of Stzuchogora faylynge vp the ryuer vnto Poiafla, Artawifche, Cameni, and Poiaffa the 
greater, is three weekes vyage. Furthermore the afcendynge to the mounte Camen, is tJiree dayes lomey : 
from the whiche, defcendyug, they come to the ryuer Artawifcha, and from thenfe to the tyuer Sibut, from 
whenfe they paffe to the caflell of Lepin, and from Lepin to the ryuer Sofia. The people that inhabite the 
region by this ryuer, are cauled Vuogolici. I^eauynge Sofia on the ryght hande, they come to the greate ryuer 
Oby, that fpryngeth owt of the lake Kitaiflio, the whiche with all the hade they coulde make, they coulde 
fcarfely paffe ouer in one day, the ryuer beinge of fuch breadth that it reacheth fourefcore Werlles. The people 
alfo that dwell abowt this ryuer, are cauled Vuogolici and Vgritzfchi. From the caftell of Obea afcendynge by 
the ryuer of Oby, vnto the ryuer Irtifche into the which Sofia entereth, is three moonethes iorney. In thefe 
places are two caflels named lerom and Tumen, kepte by certeyne lordes cauled Knefi luhorflci. beinge tribu- 
taries to the greate duke of Mofcouia as they fay. Here are dyuers kyndes of beaft,es and furres. 

Frome the mouth of the ryuer Irtifche to the Cafiell of Grullina, is two monethes iorney : from whenfe to 
the lake Kitai by the ryuer Oby (whiche I fayde to haue his fprynges in this lake) is more then three monethes 
iorney. From this lake come many blacke men, lackynge th[e]ufe of common fpech. They brynge with them 
djTiers wares, and efpecially pearies and precious ftones, whiche they fell to the people cauled Grufi.intzi and 
Serponowtzi. Thefe haue theyr name of the caftell Serponow, fituate in the mountaynes of Lucomorya beyonde 
the ryuer Obi. They fay that to the men of Lucomorya, chaunceth a marueylous thynge and incredible. For 
they affirme, that they dye yearely at the. xxvii. [twenty -feuenth] daye of Nouember, beinge the feaft of faynt 
George amonge the Mofcouytes : and that at the nexte fpiynge abowte the. xxiiii. [twenty-fourth] daye of Apryll, 
theye reuyue ageyne as doo frogges. 

With thefe alfo, the people of Gruflintzi and Serponowtzi, exercife a newe and ftraunge kynde of trade. 
For when the accuftomed lyme of theyr dyinge, or rather of fleapynge, aprocheth, they leaue theyr wares in 
certeyne places appoynted, which the Gruftintzi and Serponowtzi carye away leauynge other wares of equaJl 
valewe in theyr places : whiche if the deade men at the tyme of theyr reuyuyn[g]e perceaue to bee of vnequall 
pryce, they requyre theyr owne ageyne : by reafon wherof muche ftryfe and fighting is betwene them. 

From the ryuer of Obi defcending toward the left hand, are the people cauled Calami, which came thcther 
from Obiowa and Pogofa. Eeneth Obi, abowte Aurea Anus (that is the golden owlde wy7e) are the ryuers 
Soifa, Beres, Vua, and Danadim, a! which fprynge owt of the montayne Camen, Eolfchega, Potalfa, and the 
rockes ioynynge to the fame. All the nations that inhabite from thofe ryuers to Aurea Anus, are fublecte to 
the prynce of Mofcouia. 

Aurea Anus cauled in the Mofcouites toonge Slata Baba, is an Idole at the mouthes of Obi in the prouince 
of Obdora, fiandynge on the furthetl banke towarde the fea. Alonge by the bankes of Obi and the ryuers 
neare there about, are here and there many caftells and fortrelTes, all the lordes wherof are fubiecte lo the 
prince of Mofcouia, as they fay. They fay alfo, or rather fable, that the Idole cauled Aurea Anus, is an Imiige 
lyke vnto an owlde wyfe hauyng a chyld in her lappe : and that there is nowe feone an other infante which 
tliey fay to bee her neuie : Alfo that there are certeyne inftrumentes that make a continuall founde lyke the 
noyfe of trumpettes. The which if it fo bee, I thynke it to bee by reafon of the wynde blowynge continually 
into the holowe places of thofe inftrumentes. 

The ryuer Coffin, fauleth owt of the mountaynes into Lucomoria. In the mouth of thys s a cartell, 
Whyther from the fprynges of the great lyuer Coflm, is two moonethes vyage. Furthermore fron he ffrynges 
of the fame ryuer, the ryuer Caffiraa hath hys original : which runnynge throwgh Lucomo a, fauleth nto the 
great ryuer Tachnm, beyonde the which (as is fayde) divell men ot prodigious thape, of hom fum are ouer- 
growne with heare lyke wylde beafles : other haue heades lyke dogges, and other theyr face n the b eftes 
withowt neckes, and with longe handes alfo and withowte feete. There is lykewyfe in the rvie lach m, a 
certeyne fyflhe with headde, eys, nofe, mouthe, handes, fiete, and other members vtterly of humane fhape, and 
yet withowt any voyce, and pleatante to bee eaten as are other fyfihes. 

All that I haue hetherto rehearfed, I haue tranfiated out of the fayde iorney whiche was delyuered me in 
the Mofcouites tounge. In the which perhappes fum thynges maye feeme fabulous and in maner incredible, as 
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of the doomiiie men and the deade reuyuynge, the Aurea Anus alfo, and the monflrous fhapes of men, witli the 
tyfflie of human forme i wherof aUhowgh I haue made dylygcnt inquificion, yet could I knowe nothynge cer- 
teyne of any that had feene the fame with theyr eys, neuertheleffe to gytie further occafion to other to 
fearche the truth of thefe thynges, I haue thowght good to make mention hereof. 

Noff in the Mofcouites tounge fignifieth a nofe : and therfore they caule all capes or poyntes of lande that 
reache into the fea, by the fame name. 

The mountayoes about the ryuer of Petzora, are cauled Semnoi Poyas, or Cingulus mundi : (that is) the 
gyrdle of the worlde, or of the yearth, 

Kithay, is a lake of whome the greate Chan of CATHAY whom the Mofcouians caule Czar Kythaifki, 
hath hys name. For Chan in the Tartars language fignifieth a kyng. 

The places of Lucomorya nere vnto the fea, are faluage, full of wooddes, and inhabited withowt any houfes. 
And albeit that the autour of thys iomey, fayd that many nations of Lucomorya are fubiecte to the prynce of 
Mofcouia, yet forafmuch as the kyngdome of Tumen is neare therunto, whofe prince is a Tartar and named in 
theyr toung Tumeniki Czar (that is) a kynge in Tumen, and hath of late doone great domage to the prynce of 
Mofcouia, it is mode lyke that thefe nations (hulde rather bee fubiecte vnto hym. 

Neare vnto the ryuer Petzora, (wherof mention is made in thys torney) is the citie and callell of Papin or 
Papinowgorod, whofe inhabytauntes are named Papini, and haue a priuate language differyng from the Mofco- 
uites. Beyond thys ryuer, are exceadynge hygh mountaynes, reachyng euen vnto the bankes : whofe ridgies or 
Hvperborei.'^ird toppcs by Tcafon of coutinuali ivyndes, are in maner vtterly barrayne without graff or frutes. And although in 
•^ dyuers places they haue dyuers names, yet are they commonly cauled Cingulus Mundi, that is the gcrdlc of 

the worlde, otherwyfe cauled Catena Mundi, (that is), the chayne of the worlde. In tJiefe mountaynes doo 
ierfalcons breede, wherof I haue fpoken before. There grow alfo Cedar trees, amonge the which ire ioundt 
the beil and blacked kynde of iables. And only thefe mountaynes are feene in all the dom)njons of the 
prynce of Mofcouia, which perhappes are the fame that the owlde writers caule Rhipheos or Hjperboreos fo 
named of the Greeke worde Hiper, (that is) vnder: and Boreas (that is) the north. For by reilon they are 
couered with continuall fnow and froile, they can not wthowt great difficultie bee trauayled ; and reache fo 
farre into the north, that they make the vnknoivne land of Engroneland. The duke of Mofcouia Bafiliiis tlie 
foonne of John, fent on a tyme tivo of hys capitaynes named Simeon Pheodorowicz KurbJki, and kncs Peter 
Vfchatoi, to fearch the places beyonde thefe mountaynes and to fubdewe the nations therabowte. Kurblki « is 
yet alyuc at my being in Mofcouia : and declared vnto me that he fpent. xviL [feuenteen] days in afcendyng 
the mountayn, and yet coulde not coome to the toppe therof, which in theyr tounge is cauled Stolp (that is) a 
pyller, Thys mountayne is extended into the Ocean vnto the mouthes of the ryuers of Dwina and Petzora. 
But nowe haiiyng fpoken thus muche of the fayde iorney, I wyll returne to the domynyons of Mofcouia, with 
other regyons lyinge eaft warde and fouthe frome the fame towarde the myghtye Empyre of CATHAY. But 
I wyll fyrll fpeake fumwhat brefeiy of the prouynce of Rezan and the famous ryuer of Tanais. 

The prouynce of Rezan fituate betwene the ryuers of Occa and Tanais, hath a citie buylded of woodd not 
farre from the banke of Occa. There was in it a callell named laroflaw, wherof there now remayncth nothynge 
but tokens of the owld ruine. Not farre from that citie, the ryuer Occa maketh an Ilande named Strub : which 
was fumtym a great dukedome, whofe prince was fubiect to none other. Thys prouince of Rezan is more frut- 
fuU then any other of the prouynces of Mofcouia : In fo muche that in thys (as they faye) euery grayne of 
wheate bryngethe furthe two and fumtymes more eares : whofe flalkes or llrawes growe fo thycke that horfes 
can fcarfely go throwgh them, or quayles flye owt of them. There is greate plenty of honnye, fyffhes, foules, 
byides, and wykle beafles. The frutes alfo do farre exceade the frutes of Mofcouia. The peoi>le are bould 
and warlyk men. 



C Of the famous ryiiev of Tanais. 



||Rome Mofcouia vnto the caftell of laroflaw, and beyonde for the fpace of almode. xxiiii. 
[twenty -four] leaques, runneth the ryuer of Tanais, at a place called Donco, where the mar- 
chauntes that trade to Afoph, Capha, and Conllantynople, fraight theyr fhyppes : and thys 
for the mode parte in autumne beynge a rayney tyme of the yeare. For Tanais here at 
other tymes of the yeare doth not fo abounde with water as to beare fliyppes of any burden. 
Thys famous ryuer of Tanais, dyuydeth Europe from Afia : and hath hys orygynal or 
fpringes almofl. viii. leaques from the citie of Talla toward the fouth inclynyng fumwhat 
towarde the Ea(le : and not owt of the Riphean mountaynes as fome haue wrytten : But owte of a great lake 
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named Iwanowofero (that is} the lake of lolin : being in length and breadth abowt. 1500. VVerfles in a wood 
whiche fum cauie Okonitzkilies, and other name it lepiphanowlies And owt of this lake, fpiynge the twoo greate 
ryuers of Schat and Tanais. Schat towarde the Weile receauynge into it the rj-uer of Vppa, runneth into the 
ryuer of Occa betwene the Well and the north. But Tanais at the fyrfte runneth directly Eall : and continueth 
his courfe betwene the kyngdomes of Cafan and Aflrachan within fyxe or feiien leaques of Volga : And frome 
thenfe bendynge towarde the fouth, maketh the fennes or maryflhes of Meotis. Furthermore, nexte vnto his 
fprynges, is the citie of Tulla : and vppon the banke of the ryuer almoile three leaques aboue the mouthes of 
the fame, is the citie of Afoph, which was fyrfle cauled Tanas. Foure dayes ioniey aboue this, is a towne 
cauled Achas, fituate harde by the fame ryuer ; whiche the Mofcouites caule Don. 1 can not fufficiently prayfe 
this lyuer for the exceadynge abundaunce of good fyflhes, and faireneffe of the regions on bothe fydes the 
bankes, with plentie of holfoome herbes and fweete rootes, befyde dyuers and many frutefuU trees growynge in 
fuche coomly order as though they had byn fet of purpofe in gardens or ardiardes. There is alfo in maner 
euery where fuche plentie of wylde beaftes, that they may eafely be flaine mth arrowes : In fo much that fuche 
as trauayle by thofe regions, flial (land in neede of none other thynge to mayntayne theyr lyfe but only 
fyre and fake. In thele partes, is no obferuation of myles, but of dayes iorneys. But as farre as I coulde con- 
iecture, from the fountaynes or fprynges of Tanais vnto the mouthes of the fame lorneyinge by lande, are almofl 
fourefcore leaques. And feylynge from Donco {from whenfe I (ayde that Tanais was fyrfle nauigable) in 
fcarfely. xx. [twenty] dayes vyage, they come to the citie of Afoph tributarie to the Turkes : which is (as they 
fay) fyue dayes iomey frome the ftreight of Taurica, otherwyfe cauled Precop. In this citie is a famous mart 
towne vnto the which refort many marchauntes of dyuers nations, and from dyuers partes of the worlde. For, 
that all nations may the gladlyer haue recourfe thyther, free lybertie of bying and fellynge is graunted vnto all : 
and that withowt the citie euery man may freely vfe his owne and accuUomed maner of lyuynge withowt 
punyflhement. 

Of the altares of great Alexander and lulius Cefar whiche many wryters make mention of in this place, or 
of theyr mines, I coulde haue no certeyne knowleage of th[e]inhabitauntes or any other that had oftentymes 
trauayled thefe places. Furthermore the fouldyers whiche the prince of Mofcouia maynteyneth there yearely 
to oppreffe th[e]incurfions of the Tartars, beinge of me demaunded hereof, anfwered that they neuer fawe or 
harde of any fuch thynge. Neuertheleffe, they fayde that abowt the mouthes of Tanais the leffe, foure dayes 
iorney from Afoph nere vnto a place cauled Scweriki, by the holy mountaynes, they fawe certeyne images of 
Hone and marble. Tanais the leffe, hath his fprynges in the dukedome of Scwer(ki : whereof it is cauled 
Donetz Scweriki : and fauleth into Tanais three dayes iomey aboue Afoph. But fuche as iorney from Mof- 
couia to Afoph by iande, they, pafiynge ouer Tanais abowt the owlde and ruinate towne of Donco, doo fum- 
what turne from the fouth to the Eaile : In the which place, if a ryght line bee drawen from the mouthes of 
1'anais to the fpringes of the fame, Mofcouia ftialbe found to bee in Afia, and not in Europe. 



j; More directly from Mofcouia to Cathay. 




He great and laige prouince of Permia, is dyflante from Mofcouia two hundreth and fyftie or 
(as fum fay) three hundreth leaques directly betwene the Fall and North : And hath a citie 
of the fame name by the ryuer Vifchora which runneth, x. leaques beneth Kamam. The 
iomey by lande can fcarfely bee trauayled thyther but in wynter by reafon of many ryuers, 
maryffhes, and fennes. But in fommer, this iomey is difpatched with more facilitie in boates 
or fmaule fliippes by Vuolochda, Viliug, and the ryuer Vitzechda which runneth into Dwina. 
xii. leaques from Vfliug. But they that go from Permia to Viliug, muile fayle vp the ryuer 
Vifchora ageinfl the courfe of the llreame : and paffing ouer certeyne ryuers, furatymes alfo conueyinge theyr 
boates into other ryuers by lande, they come at the length to Vftiug three hundreth leaques diftant frome the 
citie of Permia. There is fmaule vfe of breade in this prouince. For theyr yearely tribute, they pay to the 
prynce furres and horfes. They haue a priuate language, and letters of theyr owne, whiche one Steuen a 
byflbop (who confirmed them yet waueryng in the fayth) dyd inuente. For before beinge yet infantes in the 
fayth of Chryfle, they (lewe and fleyde an other byflhop that was appoynted to inftructc them. This Steuen 
afterwarde when Demetrius the fonne of lohn reigned, was taken for a faynte amonge the Ruthens. Of thefe 
people there yet remayne many Idolatours here and there in the woods, whom the moonkes and heremites that 
go diyther, doo not ceafe to conuert from theyr vayne errour. In the wynter they iomey in Artach as they doo 
in many places of RuiTia. Artach, are certeyne longe patentes of woodde of almoa fyse handfuls in length, 
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whiche they make fafle to theyr fiete with latchettes, and therwith performe theyr iomeys with great celeritie. 
They vfe for this purpofe greate dogges in the Heade of other beaftes, with the which they cary theyr farthels 
on (leades, as other doo with hartes in other places, as we wyll further declare hereafter. They fay that that 
prouince toward the Eafl, confineth with the prouince cauled Tumen, perteynynge to the Tartars. 

The fituation of the prouince of Ingaria, is apparente by that which we haue fayde before. The Mofco- 
uites caule it luhra with an afpiration: and caule the people luhrici. This is that lugaria from whenfe the 
Hungarians came in tyme palle, polTeffed Pannonia, and vnder the conduct of Attila, fubdued many prouinces 
of Europe : wherin the Mofcouites doo greatly glory, that a nation fubiecte to them, inuaded and wafted a 
great parte of Europe. Georgius Pamus a greeke borne, and a man of reputation with the Prince of Mofcouia, 
wyllynge to afcribe to the ryght of his prince the great dukedome of Lithuania, and the kyngedorae of Polonie 
with certejne other dominions, toulde me that the luharici or luhgary, beinge fubiectes to the great duke of 
Mofcouia, came furth of the} r o^vne co intrey, and fyrde inhabited the regions abowt the fennes of Meotis, and 
then Pannome which wis afternarde cauled Hungarie, by the ryuer of Danubius : Alfo that in fine they pof- 
feffed the region of Morauu fo named of the ryuer : and lykewyfe PoUonie, fo cauled of PoUe, which fignificth 
a playne. turthermore that Buda was fo cauled after the name of the brother of Attila. They fay alfo that 
the luhgari \fc the fime tounge that doo the Hungarians. The which whether it be trew or not, 1 do not 
knowe. lor lUhowgh I haue made dihgent inquifition to knowe the truth hereof, yet coulde I fynde no man 
of that region with whom mv feruiunt bcinge expert in the Hungarian tounge n?]^ght fpcake. They alfo pay 
furres for the\r tnbutts to the pnnte of Mofcouia. And albeit that pearles and precious flones are brouglit 
frome thenfe to Mofcouia, yet are they not gathered in theyr Ocean, but in other places : efpccially about the 
coall of the Ocean nere vnto the mouthes of Dwina. 

The prouince of Sibier, confineth with Permia and Vuiathka r The whiche, whether it haue any callels or 
cities, I doo not yet certeynly knowe. In this the ryuer laick hathe his originall, and fauleth into the Cafpian 
fea. They faye that this region is deferte bycaufe it lyeth fo neare the Tartars : Or that yf it bee in any parte 
inhabited, the fame to be pofle(Ted of the Tartar Schichmamai. Th[e]inhabitantes haue a peculiar language : 
and haue theyr chiefe gaynes by the furres of marterns, which in fayrenes and greatnes, excell all the furres of 
that kynde that are founde in any other prouinces. Yet coulde I haue no great plcntie of them in Mofcouia 
at my beinge there. 

Note that longe after the writyng of this hyftorie, at Rycharde Chaunceler his fyrft being in Mofcouia, Duke lohn Vafilivich 
(hat nowe raygneth, fubdued all the Tartars with theyr regions and prouinces euen vnto the great cilie and mart towne of AfVtaehan 
and the Cafpian fea. Al the fame tyme alfo, (here was in the dukes court an ambaffadour that came frome this prouince of Sibier : 
who declared that his father had byn fent ambaffadour to the great Chan of Cathay. And that the great citie of Cambalu where the 
great Chan kepelh his courte in winter, was in maner deftroyed by Necroraancie and magicall artes wherin the Cathaynes are very 
expert as wryleth Marcus Paulus Venetus. Thee was alfo at the fame tyme lh[e]ambafradour of the kynge of Perfia cauled tlie great 
Sophie. This ambaffadour was appareled all in feariel, and fpake much to the duke in the behalfe of owre men, of wliofc kyugdome 
and trade he was not ignorant. 

The people cauled Cseremiffe, dwell in the wooddes beneth Nouogardia the lower. They haue a peculiar 
language and are of the fecte of MachumeL They were fumtyme fubiecte to the kynge of Calan : but the 
greater part of them are nowe fubiecte to the prince of Mofcouia. Many of them at my beinge there, were 
brought to Mofcouia, as fufpected of rebellion. This nation doth inhabite a la^e region withowt houfes from 
Vuiathka and Vuolochda, to the ryuer of Kama All the nation afwell women as men, are very fwyft of foote, 
and expert archers : wherein they fo delite, that theyr bowes are in maner neuer owt of theyr handes : and gyue 
theyr children no meate vntyl they hyt the raarke they flioote at. 

Two leaques diftante from Nouogardia the lower, were many houfes to the fimilitude of a citie or towne 
where they were accuftomed to make falte. Thefe a fewe yeares fence beinge burnt of the TarUrs, were 
reftored by the commaundement of the prince, 

Mordwa, are people inhabytynge by the ryuer of Volga on the fouth banke beneth Nouogardia the lower : 
And are in al thynges like vnto the CzeremiiTes but that they haue more houfes. And here endeth Th[e]mpire 
of the Mofcouites. 

Note here that Matthias of Michou, in his booke of Sarmatia Afiatiea, writeth that the dominion of the duke of Mofcouia 
recheth from the northwetl to the foutheall (yue hundreth myles of Gennanie, whkh ate more then leaques. For they affinne that a 
Germane myle is more then three Englyffiie mylcs. 
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C Of the Tartars. 




Ee wyll nowe adde hereunto fumwhat of the people confinynge with the Mofcouites towarde 
the Eaft : of the which the Tartars of Caian are the firft. But before wee fpeake of them 
particularly, wee wyl fyril reherfe fumwhat of theyr maners and cuilomes in generall. 

The T d d d n companies which they caul Hordas, of the which the 

Horda of th n Ihenf 1 hiefe in fame and multitude. For it is fayde that the 

other Hord h 1 h j ffp yng nd original of this. And albeit that euery Horda hatJi 
his peculiar n m h '^aw 11 nf s, Precropenfes, and Nahays with dyuers other being all 

Machumetans, yet doo they tak uyll ad n reproch to bee cauled Turkes : but wyll them felues to 
bee cauled Befermani, by the wh h n n alf 1 Tu kes defyie to bee cauled. 

And as the Tartars inhaby m y p o >n hynge far on euery fyde, euen fo in maners and order of 

lyuynge doo they not agree in all hyng Th y men of meane flature, with broade and fat faces, holowe 
eyde, with roughe and thyck b d and p Id h des. Onely the noble men haue longe heare, and that 
exceadyng black, which they w ah nb hf 1 hejreares. They are flronge of body and ftoute of mynde : 
prone to leacherye, and that nna u all Th he fleafihe of horfes, camells, and oil er beades e\cepte 

hogges, from which they abHeyn by a law Th y can fo abyde failing and hunger, that they fumtime for- 
beare meate and fleepe for the fpace of foure dayes, occupyed neuertheleffe aboute theyr neceilary affayres. 
Ageyne when they gette any thyng to deuoure, they ingofge them felues beyond meafure : and with that furfecte 
in maner recompenfe theyr former abilynence. And beynge thus oppreffed with laboure and meate, they fleepe 
contynually for the fpace of three or foure days without doyng any maner of worke or labour ; durynge which 
tyrae the Lyuons and Mofcouites into whofe domynyons they are accuftomed to make theyr incurfions, aflayle 
them vnwares thus oppreffed with meate and fleepe, lynge fcatered here and there owt of order withowte 
watch or warde. Alfo if when they ryde, they bee molefted with hunger and thyrlle, they vfe to lette theyr 
horfes blud, and with drynkyng the fame, fatyffye theyr prefent neceflytie, and atfyrme theyr horfes to bee the 
better therby. And bicaufe they all wander in vnknowen places, they vfe to dyrect theyr iomeys hy th[e]- 
afpecte of the ftarres, and efpecyally of the pole (larre, which in theyr tounge they caule Selernikoll, (that is) an 
iren nayle. They greatly delyte in mares mylke, and beleue that it maketh men llrong and fatte. They eate 
herhes very much : and efpecially fuch as growe abowt Tanais, Fewe of them vfe falte. When theyr kynges 
dyfljybute any vytayles among them, they are accuftomed to gyue one horfe or cowe to fortye men. Of the 
flayne beafle, the bowells and trypes are referued for the chiefe men and cap; '.lynes. Thefe they heate at the 
fyre vntyll they may fliake owt the doonge, and then deuoure them gredely. They fucke and lycke, not only 
theyr fyngers imbrued with fatte, but alfo theyr knyues and ftyckes wherwith they fcrape the doong from the 
guttes. The heades of horfes are counted delycate diflhes with them as are bores heades with vs : and are 
referued only for the chyefe men. Theyr horfes (wherof they haue great aboundaunce) are but fmaule, and 
with fliort neckes ; but very llrong and fuch as can wel away with labour and hunger. Thefe they fede with 
the branches and barkes or lyndes of trees and the rotes of hearbes and weedes, wherby they accuftome them 
to hard feedynge, and exercyfe them to contynuall laboure : by reafon wherof (as fay the Mofcouytes) theyr 
horfes are fwyfcer and more durable then any other. Thefe kynde of horfes, they caule Pachmat They haue 
none other laddells and fteroppes then of woodd, except fuche as they eyther bye of the Chryfl.ians, or take 
from them by vyolence. Lead theyr horfe backes fliulde bee hnrte with theyr faddells, they vnderlaye them 
with graffe and leaues of trees. They alfo pafle ouer ryuers on hotfback. But if when they flye, they feare the 
purfuynge of theyr enemyes, then callynge away theyr faddells, apparelle, and all other impedymentes, referuyng 
only theyr armoure and weapons they fiye amayne and with greate celeritie. 

Theyr women vfe the fame kynde of apparel! that doo the men withowt any dyfference except that they 
couer theyr heades with lynnen vayles, and vfe lynnen hofe muche lyke vnto maryners floppes. When theyr 
queenes coome ahrod, they are accufl,omed to couer theyr faces. The other multytude of the common forte 
that lyueth here and ther in the feeldes, haue theyr apparell made of flieepes fliynnes, which they chaung[e] not 
vntyll ihey bee wome and tome to fytters. They tarye not longe in one place, iudgyng it a great myfery fo to 
doo : In fo muche that when they are angrie with theyr chyldren, the greateil curfe that they can gyue them, is 
that they maye remayne perpetually in one place, and drawe the ftynflie of theyr owne fylthyneffe as doo the 
Chryflyans. When they haue confumed the paflure in one place, they go to an other with theyr droues of 
cattayle and theyr wyues and chyldren whom they euer cary about with them in Wagons : albeit the Tartars 
that dwell in cities and townes, vfe an other order of lyuynge. If they be inclofed with any daungerous warre. 
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they place theyr wyues, chyldren, and owkl folkcs, in the lauefl places. There is no luftice atnoiige them. For 
if any man ftande in neade of any thynge, he may withowt punnyflhemente take it awaye from an other, If any 
complayne to the ludge of the vyolence and wronge doonne vnto hym, the offender denyeth not the cryme, 
but fayth that he coulde not lacke that thyng. Then the ludge is wonte to gyue thys fentence : If thowe alfo 
fliahe haue neede of any thynge doo the lyke to other. Sum fay they do not (leale : But whether they (leale 
or not, lette other iudge. They are furely a thteuyffhe kynd of men and very poore, lyuynge only by robbyng 
of other, and flealyng away other mens cattayle, and vyolently alfo caryynge awaye the men them felues whom 
eyther they felle to the Turkes or proffer them to bee redemed by ranfome, rcferuynge only the younge wenches. 
TJiey feldome affaulte cities or caftells, but burne and waile townes and vyllagyes : In fo muche that they fo 
pleafe them felues herin, that they thynke they haue fo muche the more inlarged their empire, in howe muche 
they haue wafled and made defolate nianye prouynces. And althowgh they bee mofle impacyent of refle and 
quyetneife, yet doo they not kyll or deftroye one an other, excepte theyr kynges bee at delTention betweene 
them felues. If any man bee ilaine in any fraye or quarel, and the autours of the myfchefe bee taken, only 
theyr horffe, hameffe, weapons, and apparell, are taken from them, and they difmiffed. So that the murtherer 
by the loffe of a vyle horfe or a bowe, is dyfcharged of the ludge with thefe woordes : gette the henfe and goo 
abowte thy bufyneffe. They haue no vfe of golde and I'yluer, excepte only a fewe marchanntes : But exerfyfe 
exchaunge of ware for ware. And if it fo chaunce that by fellyng of fuch thynges as they haue llolne, they 
gette any monye of theyr bortherers, they bye therwith certeyne apparel and other neceflaryes of the Mofcouites. 
The regyons of theyr habytations (the feelde Tartars I meane) are not lymytted with any boundes or borthers. 
There was on a tyme a certeyne fatte Tartar taken pryfonerof the Mofcouites : to whom when the prynce fayd. 
How art thow fo fatte thowe dogge, fythe thowe hafle not to eate, the Tartar anfwered, Why fliulde not I haue 
to eate fythe I pofTefTe fo large a land from the Eafl to the well, wherby I may bee abundauntely nuryflhed ? 
But thowe mayfle rather feeme to lacke, fyth thowe inhabytefl fo fmaule a portion of the worlde, and dude 
daylye Rryue for the fame. 

Cafan, is a kyngedome, alfo a citie, and a caflell of the fame name, fituate by the ryuer Volga on the 
further banke, almofl threfcore and tenne leaques beneath Nouogardia the lower. Alonge by the courfe of 
Volga towarde the Eall and South, it is termined with defcrte fyeldes. Towarde the foniraer Eall, it confineth 
with the Tartars cauled Schibaniki, and Kofatzki. The kynge of this prouince, is able to make an army of. 
XXX. [thirty] thoufande men, efpecially foote men, of the which the Czeremiffe and Czubafchi are moil expert 
archers. The Czubafchi are alfo cunnynge maryners. The citie of Cafan, is threfcore leaques diilant from the 
principal callel Vuiathka. Furthermore, Cafan in the Tartars language, fignifieth a brafen potte boylynge. 
Thefe Tartars are more ciuile then the other. For they dwell in houfes, tyll the grownde, and exercife the 
trade of marchaundies. They were of late fubdued by Eafilius the gteate duke of Mofcouia, and had theyr 
kynge affigned them at his arbitriment. But Ihortely after, they rebelled ageine : and affociate with other 
Tartars, inuaded the region of Mofcouia, fpoyled and wafted many cities and townes, and ledde away innumer- 
able captiues, euen from the citie Mofcouia which they poffeffed for a tyme, and had vtterly deflroyed the fame 
if it had not byn for the valyantncffe of the Almayne gunners which kept the caftell with great ordinaunce. 
They alfo putte duke Bafilius to ftyght, and caufed him to make a letter of his owne hande to Machmetgirei 
theyr kynge to acknowleage hym fejfe for a perpetuall tributarie to them, wheruppon they diffolued the fiege, 
and gaue the Mofcouites free libertie to redeeme theyr captiues and gooddes, and fo departed. But Bafilius 
not longe able to abyde this contumelie and difhonour, after that he had putte to death fuche as by flyinge at 
the fyrfl encounterynge were the caufe of this ouerthrowe, affembJed an armye of a hundreth and fourefcore 
thoufande men fhortely after in the yeare. 1523. And fent fonvarde his army vnder the conducte of his Lieue- 
tenaunte and therewith an heralde at armes to bydde battayle to Machmetgirei the kynge of Cafan, with 
noordes m this effecte : The lafl yeare lyke a theefe and robber withowt bydding of battayle, thou dyddelle 
prvuihe opprefie me. Wherefore I nowe chalenge the, once ageyne to proue the fortune of warre if thou 
myftrude not thyne owne poure. To this the kynge anfwered, that there were manye wayes open for hym to 
inuade Mofcouia : And that the warres haue no leffe refpect to the commoditie of tyme and place then of 
armure or flrength : And that he wold take th[e]aduantage therof when and where it fliulde feeme bell to him 
and not to other. With which woordes Bafilius beinge greatly acccnfed and bumyng with defyre of reuenge, 
inuaded the kyngdome of Cafan : whofe kynge beinge (tryken with fuddeyne feare at th[e]approche of fo 
terrible an army, affigned the gouernance of his kyngdome to the younge kynge of Taurica his neuie, whyle he 
hym felfe went to requyre ayde of the Emperour of the Turkes. But in fine the kynge of Cafan fubmytted hym 
felfe vppon certeyne conditions of peace whiche the Mofcouites dyd the gladlyer excepte for that time becaufe 
theyr vittayles fayled them to maynteyne fo great a multitude. But wheras duke Bafdius hym felfe was not 
prefent at this lall expedition, he greatly fufpected Palltzki the Lieuetenaunte of th[e]amiy to bee corrupted 
with brybes to proceade no further. In this meane tyme, the kynge of Calan fent ambaffadours to Bafdius to 
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intreate of peace : whome 1 fawe in the dukes courte at my beynge there : but I coulde perceaue no hope of 
peace to bee betwene them. For euen then, Bafilius to endomage the Cafans, translated the marte to Nouo- 
gardia, which before was accuilomed to bee kepte in the llande of marchauntes nere vnto the citie of Cafan : 
Commaundyng alfo vnder peyne of greuous punyflhemente that none of his fubiectes fliulde reforte to the 
llande of marchauntes -. thynkynge that this tranlla on of the m^rte ihulde greately haue endomaged the Cafans : 
and that only by takyng away their trade of falte ( h h they ere accuilomed to bye of the Mofcouites at that 
marte) they fhulde haue byn compelled to futn jf on But the Mofcouites them felues felte no leffe incon- 
uenience hereby then dyd the Cafans, by reafo f the dearth and fcarfenefTe that folowed hereof of al fuch 
thynges as the Tartars were accuftomed to brj ge th her by the ryuer of Volga from the Cafpian fea, the 
kyngedomes of Perlia and Armenia, and the mar e to e of Aflrachan : efpecially the great number of moll 
excellent fyflhes that are taken in Volga both on the hyther and further fyde of Cafan. 

But hauynge layde thus much of the warres betwene the Prince of Mofcouia and the Tartars of Cafan, we 
wyll now procede to fpeake fumwhat of the other Tartars inhabytyng the regions towarde the foutheaft and the 
Cafpian fea. 

Next beyonde the Tartars of Cafan, are the Tartars cauled Nag^ or Nogai, which inhabite the regions 
beyond Volga abowt the Cafpian fea at the ryuer laick, runnyng owt of the prouince of Sibier. Thefe haue no 
kynges but dukes. In owre tyme, three bretheme diuydynge the prouinces equally betwene them, poffeffed 
thofe dukedomes. The fyrll of them named Schidack, poffeiTeth the citie of Scharaitzick, beyond the ryuer of 
Rha or Volga towarde the Ealle, with the region coniinynge with the ryuer laick. The feconde cauled Colfum, 
enioyeth all the lande that lyethe betwene the ryuers of Kaman laick and Volga. The thyrde brother named 
Schichraamai, poffeffeth parte of the prouince of Sibier and all the region abowt the lame. Schichmamai, is as 
much to fay by interpretacion, as holy or myghty. And in maner al tliefe regions are full of wooddes, excepte 
that that lyeth towarde Scharaitz, which confylleth of playnes and fyeldes. 

Betwene the ryuers of Volga and laick, abowt the Cafpian fea, there fumtymes inhabyted the kynges 
cauled Sawolhenfes. Demetrius Danielis (a man among thefe barbarians, of finguler fayth and grauitie) toulde 
s of a maruelous and in maner incredible thyng that is fene among thefe Tartars. And that his father beinge 



NogaL 



fente by the prynce of M I 
in that llande fumwh 1 
grounde, there growe h 
cauled in theyr toung B 
other partes like vn 
tauntes of thofe regio 
Many alfo confirmed 
plant (if it may bee ca 1 



h kyng of Sawolhenfe, fawe whyle he was in that legacie, a certeyne feede 
d 1 h n the feedes of Melones : Of the whiche beinge hydde in the 

u pi ry lyke a lambe, of the heyght of fyue fpannes : And is therfore 

h h f g ifyeth a lyttle lamb. For it hath the headde, eyes, eares, and all 
nb ly yn d with alfo a very thynne (kynne wherwith dyuers of th[e]inhabi- 

1 die theyr cappes and hattes and other tyrements for theyr heades. 
p f ih hey had feene thefe fkynnes. He fayde furthermore that that 

pi ) h h bl dde, and no fleflhe : but hath in the fleade of flefthe a certeyne 
fubftance like vnto the fleiVhe of creuyfflies. The hoofes alfo are not of home as are the lambes, but couered 
with heare in the fame forme. The roote cleaueth to the nauell or myddeft of the belly. The plante or fruite 
lyueth vntyll all the graffe and herbes growynge abowte it beinge eaten, the roote wythereth for lacke of 
nuryffliement. They fay that it is very fweete to bee eaten, and is therefore greately defyred and fought for of 
the woolues and other rauenynge beafles. And albeit 1 exfleme all that is fayde of this plant to be fabulous, 
yet forafmuch as it hath byn toulde me of credible perfons, I haue thought good to make mention hereof. 

Of this ftraunEe frate, Mandeuell makeih mention, where in the. Ixxxiiii. [eighty- fourth] chapiture of his Iraoke he wryteth thus : 
Nowe lliall I fay of fum landes, countreys, and lies that are beyonde the lande of Cathay. Therfore who fo goelh from Cathay to 
India the hygh and the lowe, he (hall go through a kyngedome that men canle Cadiffen, and is a great lande. There groweth a 
maner of fnite as it were gourdes. And when it is rype, men cut it a funder : and fynd therein a heart as it were of fleHhe, bone, and 
bludde, as it were a lyttle lambe withowt wolle. And men eale that beaft and the fnite alfo, which is a great maruayle. Neuerthe- 
leffe, I fayde vnto them that I helde that for no maraayle. For I fayde that in my countrey are tres that beare frute that become 
byrdes flying which are good to bee eaten. And that that fauleth into the water lyuelh : And that that fauleth on the earth dyeth. 
And they had greate maruayle of this. ete. 

From the prince of Schidack, proceadyng. xx. [twenty] dayes iomey towarde the EafL are the people which 
the Mofcouites caule lurgenci, whofe prince is Barack Soltan, brother to the greate Chan of Cathay. In tenne 
dayes iomey from Barack Soltan, they coomme to Bebeid Chan. And this is that great Chan of Cathay, 

Names of dignities amonge the Tartars, are thefe, Chan, fignitieth a kynge, Soltan, the foonne of a kynge. 
Bii, a Duke. Murfa, the foonne of a duke. Olboud, a noble man or counfiler. Olboadulu, the foonne of a 
noble man. Seid, the hygh prelle. Kfi, a priuate perfon. 

The names of offices are thefe : Vlan, the feconde dignitie to the kynge. For the kynges of the Tartars 
haue foure principall men whofe counfayle they vfe in al theyr weyghly affayres. Of thefe the fyrfte. is cauled 
Schimi : the feconde Eami : the thyrde, Gargni ; The fourth, Tziptzan. And to haue fayde thus muche of the 
Tartars, it fhall fufiice. 
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Marcus Paulus wiyteth lliat the greate Chan, is cauled Chan Cublai that is, the fp"eat kynge of kynges : as the Er^ate lurcke 
wiyteth hym felfe in lyke maner, as I fawe in a letter wrylten by hym of late to the cilie of Ragufa, in the which he vfeth this fub- 
fcriplion ; Soltao SoHman de felim Cham Signore de Signori in fempLtemo. As concemynge Mofcouia and Calhay, I was mynded 
to haue added hereunto dyuers other thynges, but that for certeyne confiderations I was perfuaded to proceade no further. Vnto 
whofe requefte, herein faliffyinge rather other then my feife, wyllynge olherwyfe to haue accoinplyflhed this booke to further perfec- 
tion, I was content to agree for two caufes efpecially mouynge me : wherof the one is, that as louchynge thefe trades and vyages, as 
in maner in all other fciences, there are certeyne feeceates not to bee publyflhed and made common to all men. The other caufe is, 
that the parteners at whofe charge this booke is prynted, although the coppy wherof they haue wrought a longe fpace haue coil them 
nought doo not neuertheleffe ceafe dayly to caule vppon me to make an end and proceade no fvirther : affirmynge that the booke wyll 
bee of to great a pryce and not euery mans money : fearyng rather iheyr owne loffe and hynderaunce, then carefull to bee beneficiall 
to other, as is nowe in maner the trade of all men, which ordinarie refpecte of priuate commoditie hath at this tyme fo lyttle moued 
me, I take god to wytneffe, that for my paynes and trauayles taken herein fuch as they bee, I may vppon iuft occafion thynke my 
felfe a loofer monye wayes, except fuch men of good inclination as fliall take pleafiu'e and feele fum commoditie in the knowleage of 
thefe thynges, fhall thynke me woorthy theyr good woorde, wherwitli I (hal repute my felfe and my trauayles fo abundantly fatiffyed, 
that I fhall repute other mens gaynes a cecompenfe for my loffes, as they may bee in deede, yf men bee not vnthankefull, which only 
vice of ii^jratitude hath hyndered the worlde of many benelites. 



^" The nanigation by the frofen fca. 
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jlT my beinge in Mofcouia when I was fent thyther by kynge Ferdinando my lorde and mafler, 
it fo chaunfed that Georgius liloma the duke of Mofcouia his interpretour, a man of great 
experience who hadde before lemed the latin tounge in the court of lohn kynge of Den- 
marke, was there prefent at the lame tyrae, He in the yeare of Chryfl. 1496. beinge feme 
of his prince with mafler Dauid a fcotte borne and then ambaffadour for the kynge of Den- 
marke, (whom alfo I knewe there at my fyril legacie) made me a breefe information of all 
th[e]order of his iomey. The which, forafmuch as it may feeme difficuH and laborious afwe! 
tor the diflaunce as daungeroiis places, I haue thought good to defcribe the fame as I receaued it at his 
mouth. 

Fyril he (ayde that beinge fent of his prince with the layd Dauid, they came fyrll to Nouogardia the great. 
And wher as at that tyme the kyngedome of Suecia leuolted frome the kynge of Denmarke, and alfo the duke 
of Mofcouia was at difcention with the Suetians, by reafon wherof they coulde not paffe by the moll accullomed 
way for the tumuites of war they attempted theyr iomey by an other way longer but fafer And came fyrfl from 
Nouogardia to the mouthes of the ryuer of Dwina and Potiwlo, by a very difficult and paynefull iomey. For 
he fayd that this iomey which can not bee to muche detelled for fuche laboures and trauayles, continuelh for 
the fpace of three hundreth leaques. In fine, takyng foure fmaul ihyppes or barkes at the mouthes of Dwina, 
nouniayniis they fayled by the coafle on the ryght hande of the Ocean, where they fawe certeyne hyghe and rowgh moun- 
taynes : and at the lengthe faylynge. xvi. [fixteen] leaques, and paflynge a great goulfe, folowed the coafte on 
the lefte hande : And leauyng on the ryght hand the large fea which the name of the ryuet Petzora (as haue 
alfo the mountaynes adjacent to the iame) they came to the people of Finlappia : who, although they dwell 
here and there in lowe coitagies by the fea fyde, and leade in maner a beaflly lyfe, yet are they more meeke 
and tractable then the wylde Lappians. He fayde that thefe alfo are tributaries to the prince of Mofcouia. 
Then leauynge the lande of the Lappians, and faylynge fourefcore leaques, they came to the region of Nort- 
poden vnder the dominion of the kynge of Suecia. This the Mofcouites caule Kaienlka Semla, and the people 
Kayeni. Departynge from henfe, and faylynge alonge by the coatle of a wyndynge and bendynge (hore reach- 
yng towarde the ryght hand, they came to a promontorie or cape cauled the Holy nofe, beinge a greate Rone 
reachynge farre into the fea to the fimilitude of a nofe : vnder the whiche is feene a caue with a whyrlepoole 
which fwalow[e]th the fea euery fyxe houres : and caftynge furth the fame ageyne witli terryble rorynge and 
304 violence, caufeth the fayde whyriepoole. Sum caule this the nauell of the fca : and other name it Charybdis. 
oi'-'^^^I^S'^f^Jr' -H^ affirmeth that the violence of this fwalowynge goulfe is fuch, that it draweth into it, innolu.-th, and fwalow- 
eth vp Ihyppes and aS other thynges that comme neare it : and that they were neuer in greater d. ingioure. For 
the whyrlepoole fo fuddeynly and violentely drewe vnto it the (hyppe or barke wherin they were caryed, that 
with the helpe of ores and great labour they hardly efcaped. When they had thus ouerpaffed the holy nofe, 
they came to a certeyne (lonye mountayne which they (hulde needes compaffe abowte. But beinge there flayed 
with contrary wyndes for the fpace of certeyne dayes, the pylotte of the (hippe fpake vnto them in this effecte : 
This flone (Jayth he) that yowe fee, is cauled Semes : The which excepte we pleafe with fumme gyfte, wee 
fhall not paffe by withowt great daungiour. But the pylot beinge reproued of Illoma for his vayne fuperflition; 
helde his peace. And when they had byn deteined ther by tempell for the fpace of foure days, at the length 
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the tempefl ceafed and they went forwarde on theyr vyage with a profperous wynd. Then the pilotte fpike 
vnto them ageyne, fayinge ; You defpifed my admonicion of pleafynge the Semes, and fcomed the fame as 
vayne and fuperftitious. But if I had not priuihe in the nyght afcended a rocke and pleafed the Semes wee 
fliulde furely haue had no paffage. Beinge demaunded what he offered to the Semes, he f3)de that he poured 
butter myxt with otemele vpon the flone which wee fawe reache furth into the fea. As they fayled further, they 
came to an other cape named Motka, which was almoft enuironed with the fea lyke an Ilande : in whofe 
extreme poynte, is fituate the cafleU of Barthus, which fum caule Wardhus, (that is) a houfe of defence or for- 
treffe. For the kynges of Norway haue there a gairyfon of men to defende theyr marches. He fayde furdier- 
more that that cape reachelh fo farre into the fea, that they coulde fcarfely compaffe it in eyght dayes. By 
which tarying lealle they (hnlde hee hyndered, they caryed on theyr ihulders with greate laboure, theyr harkes 
and fardelles ouer a ftreyght of lande conteynyng halfe a leaque in breadth. From henfe they fayled to the 
region of the wyld Lappones, cauled Dikilappones to a place named Dront, beinge. CC. [two hundred] leaques 
diftant from Dwina towarde the North, And thus farre as he feyth, doth the prince of Mofcouia exacte tribute. 
Furthermore leauyng theyr barkes here, they fynyflhed the rcfidue of theyr iorney on fleades. He further 
declared that there were heardes of hartes as are with vs of oxen, whiche in the Noruegians tounge are cauled 
Rhen, beinge fumwhat bygger then owre hartes. Thefe the Lappones vfe in this maner. They ioyne them to 
fleades made lyke fyflher botes, as wee put horfes to the carte. The man in the fleade, is tyed fall by the fcete 
lead he fall owte by the fwyfte courfe of the hartes. In his lefte hande, he holdeth a collar or rayne wherwith 
he moderateth the courfe of the hartes : and in the ryght hand, a pyked ftaffe wherwith he may fulteine the 
fleade from faulyng if it chaunce to decline to much on any part. And he toulde me that by this meanes he 
trauayled twentie leaques in one daye, and then difmyfled the harte, who by hym felfe returned to his owne 
matter and accufl,omed liable. This iomey thus fynyflhed, they came to Berges a citie of Norduegia or Norway, 
fituate directly towarde the northe betwene the mountaynes : and wente from thenfe to Denmarke on horfe- 
backe. At Dront and Berges, the day is fayde to bee. xxii. [twenty-two] houres longe in the fommer Equi- 
noctiall. Blafius an other of the prynce of Mofcouia his interpretours, who a fewe yeares before, was fent o. 
his prince into Spayne to Th[e]emperour, declared vnto vs an other and fiiorter way of his iorney. For he 
layde that when he was fent from Mofcouia to lohn the kyng of Denmarke, he came fyrile on foote vnto 
Roflowe : And takynge fliyppe there, came to Pereailaw : and from Pereaflaw by the ryuer Volga to Callromowi 
and that frome thenfe goynge feuen Werfles by lande, he came to a lyttle ryuer : faylynge by the which, when 
fyril he came to Vuolochda, then to Suchana, and Dwina, and in fine to the citie of Berges in Norway, ouer- 
paffynge in this vyage all the perelles and laboures that liloma rehearfed before, he came at the length to 
Hafnia the chiefe citie of Denmarke, whiche the Germaynes caule Koppenhagen. But in theyr retumynge 
home, they both confeffe that they came to Mofcouia by Liuonia : and that they were a yeare in this vyage : 
Albeit Georgius Iftoma, layde that halfe the parte of that tyme, he was hyndered by tempeftes, and inforced to 
tary longe in many places by the waye. Yet they both lykewyfe conflantely affirme that in this iorney eyther 
of them trauayled a thoufand threefcore and ten V/erfl.es (that is) three hundreth and fortie leaques. Further- 
more alfo Demetrius who of late was fent ambafladour from the prynce of Mofcouia to the byfflioppe of Rome, 
{by whofe relation alfo Paulus louius wrote his defcription of Mofcouia) confirmed all thefe thynges to bee 
trewe. All they being demaunded of me of the congeled or frofen fea, made none other anfwere but that in 
places nere vnto that fea, they law many and great riuers by whofe vehemente courfe and abundaunt flowynge, 
the feas are dryuen farre from the fhore : and that the fayde water of the ryuers is frofen with the fea a good 
fpace from the lande, as in Liuonia and other partes of Suecia. For aJthowgh by the veheraencie of the 
wyndes, the Ife is broken in the fea, yet dooth tliis chaunce feldome or neuer in ryuers, excepte by fum inun- 
dation or flud the Ife gathered togyther bee lyfted vp and broken. For the flakes or piefes of Ife caiyed into the 
fea by force of the ryuers, doo flote aboue the water in maner all the hole yeare, and are ageyne fo vehemently frofen 
togyther, that a man niaye there fumtymes fee great heapes of the Ife of manye yeares, as dooth appere by fuch 
piefes as are dryuen to the fliore by the wynde. I haue alfo byn credebly informed by faythfuU men that the 
fea Bakheum (otherwyfe cauled the goulfe of Liuonia) is often tymes frofen in many places. They fay further- 
more, that in that region whiche is inhabyted of the wylde Lappones, the foonne in the fommer Equinocliall 
dooth not faule for the fpace of xl, [forty] dayes : yet that that the body therof is fo hydden with a darke myfte 
or cloude three houres, that the beames doo not appere ; Neuerthelefle to gyue fuch lyght durynge that tyme, 
that the darkenefl"e hyndereth not theyr woorke. The Mofcouites make theyr boile that thefe wjlde Lappones 
are tributaries to theyr prynce. Wherat I do not greatly mamayle, forafmuch as they haue none other neaie 
vnto them, that may demannde tribute of them. Theyr trybute is onely furres and tyflhe, hauynge in maner 
none other thynge greateiy commodious. And albeit they lacfce breade, falte, and other intyfements of glutteny, 
and lyue onely with fyflTie and wylde beaftes, yet are they exceadyng prone to lechery. They are fuch exjDert 
archers, that if in theyr huntynge they efpye any beafles whofe flcynnes they defyre to lane vnperyfflied, they 
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ivyll not lyghtly myffe to hytte them in the nofethrylles. When they go furth on huntyiige, they are acciiHomed to 
leaue at home with theyr wyues fuche marchauntes or flraungers as they haue receaued into theyr houfes. So that 
if at theyr returne, they perceaue theyr wyues throwgh the company of the (Irangers to be myrier and more iocunde 
then they were wonte to bee, they gyue the ilraungers fum prefent. But yf they fynd it otherwyfe, they thnill them 
furth of the doores with woordes of reproche. But nowe by the company they haue with ilraungers that reforte 
thyther for gaynes, they begyn to leaue theyr natiue barbaroufnefTe. They gladly admitte marchauntes, bycaufe 
they brynge them apparel of grofe cloth : alfo hatchettes, needels, fpones, kn)Ties, drynkynge cuppes, earthen 
and brafen pottes, with fuch other neceffarie wares : So that they vfe now to eate fodden and roded meate, 
and doo embrafe more ciuile maners, Theyr owne apparel is made of the Ikynnes of dyuers beafles fowed 
togylher. And in this apparell they fumtymes comme to Mofcouia. Yet fewe of them haue cappes or hofen, 
which they vfe to make of hartes (kynnes. They haue not the vfe of golde or fyluer money: but vfe only 
barteryng of ware for ware. And beinge ignorant of other languages befyde theyr owne, they feerae amonge 
Ilraungers to bee in maner domme. Theyr cotages are couered onely with the barkes of trees. They haue no 
certeyne rellynge habitacion. But when they haue confumed the fylilhe and wylde beafles in one place, they 
remoue to an other. Furthermore alfo the layde ambaffadours of the prince of Mofcouia, declared that in the 
fame partes they fawe certeyne hygh mountaynes continually callynge furth flames of fyre as doth the moun- 
tayne of Etna in the Ilande of Sicilia : and that euen in Norway, many mountaynes are faulen downe and 
burnte in maner to affiles with fuch continuall flames. Which thjmge fum confyderyng, fayne the fyre of Purga^ 
torie to bee there. And as concernynge thefe mountaynes of Nonvay, when I was fent ambafladour to 
Chridieme kynge of Denraarke, I was informed the lyke by the gouernours of Norwaye who chaunced at that 
tyme to bee prefent there. 

Abowt the mouthes of the ryuer Petzora that are toward the rj-ght hande from the mouthes of Dwina, are 
tayd to bee dyuers and great beailes in the Ocean : and amonge other, a certeyne great heart as bygge as an 
oxe, which th[e]inhabitauntes caule Mors. This heart hath lliorte feete lyke a beuer or an Otter, with a breft 
fumwhat hygh and brode for the proportion of the refidue of his body : and two longe and greate teeth grow- 
ynge owte of the vpper iawe. Thefe beartes for reft and increafe, doo fumtymes leaue the Ocean, and by great 
heardes afcende the mountaynes: where before they gyue themfelues to profounde fleepe (wherunto they are 
naturally inclined) they appoynt one of theyr number as it were a watcheman as doo cranes for the fecuritie ot 
the rerte. Whiche if he chaunce to fleepe, or to bee flayne of the hunters, the refidue may eafely bee taken. 
But if the watchman gyue warnynge with rorynge (as the maner is) immediately the hole hearde awakened 
thereby, fuddeynly put theyr hynder feete to theyr teeth : And fo faulynge from the mountayne with great 
celeritie as it were on a fleade, they cart them felues headlong into the Ocean : where alfo they refl and fleepe 
for a whyle vppon the heapes of Ife. The hunters purfue thefe beaftes only for theyr teethe : Of the which 
the Mofcouites, Tartars, and efpecially the Turkes, make haftes for fwoordes and da^e[r]s very artificially : 
And vfe thefe rather for omamente, then to gyue the greater ftroke for the weyght or heauineffe thereof as fumme 
fable. Alfo amonge the Turkes, Mofcouites, and Tartars, thefe teethe are foulde by weight, and are cauled the 
teethe of fyflhes. 

The frofen fea reacheth farre and wyde beyonde Dwina to Petzcora and vnto the mouthes of the great 
riuer Obi : beyonde the which they fay to bee the region of Engroneland, vnknowen and feperate from the 
trade and conuerfation of owre men, by reafon of hygh mountaynes couered and coulde with perpetuall fnowe, 
and the fea no lefiTe incumbered with contynually Ife whiche hyndereth nauigations and maketh them daun- 
gerous, as they faye. 
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EXEMPLAR EPISTOLAE SEV 
LITERARVM MISSIVARVM 
QVAS ILLVSTRISSIMVS PRINCEPS 
Edvvardus eius nominis Sextus, An- 
glic, Francis, et Hibernise Rex, 
mifit ad Principes Septemtrlon- 
alem ac Orientalem mundi 
plagam inhabitantes iuxta 
mare glaciale, nee non In- 
diam Orientalem. Anno 
Domini. 1553. Regni 
fui Anno feptimo 
et vltimo. 

ilDwardus fextus, Anglije, Francife, and 
Hiberniffi Rex. etc. Omnibus, 
Regibus et Principibus ac Dominis, 
et cunflis ludicibus terra, et Duci- 
bus eius quibufcunque efl ex- 
cellens aliqiia dignitas in ea 
cundlis in locis quse funt fub vniuerfo ccelo : Pax, 
tranquillitas, et honor vobis, terris, et regionibus veflris 
qure imperio vefl.ro fubiacent, cuique veflrum quemad- 
modura conuenit ei. Propterea quod indidit Deus 
Opt Max. hominibus pra; cunflis alijs viuentibus cor 
et defiderium tale, vt appetat quifque cum alijs focie- 
tatem mire, amare, et vicifsim amari, beneficijs afficere, 
et mutua accipete beneficia fludeat, ideo cuique pro 
307facultate fua hoc defiderium in omnibus quidera 
hominibus beneficijs fouere et conferuare conuenit, in 
ilLis autem maxirae, qui hoc defiderio adducti, a re- 
motis etiam regionibus ad eos veniunt Quo enim 
longius iter, eius rei gratia ingrefsi funt, eo ardentius 
in eis hoc defiderium fuifle declaranint. Infiiper etiam 
ad hoc, nos patrum maioruraque noflrorum exempla 
inuitant, qui femper humanifsime fiifceperunt et benig- 
niisime traiflauerunt illos qui tum a locis propinquis 
turn a leraotis, eos amice adibant, eorum fe proteiflioni 
commendantes. Quod fi omnibus id pneflare Eequum 
eft., ceite meicatoribus imprimis pr^dari debet, qui 
per vniuerfum orbem difcurrunt, mare circumluftrantes 
et aridam, vt res bonas et vtiles qute Dei beneficio in 
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IDwarde the fyxte by the grace of God, 
kynge of Englande, Fraunce, and 
lerlande. etc. To all Kynges, 
Princes, Rulers, Judges, and gouer- 
nours of the earthe, and all other 
hauynge any excellent dignitie on 
the lame in all places vnder the 
vniuerfall heauen : Peace, tranqui- 
litie, and honoure, bee vnto yowe, and your landes 
and regions which are vnder yowr dominions, and to 
euery of yowe as is conuenient. 

Forafmuche as the greate and almyghty god hath 
gyuen vnto mankynd aboue al other lining crcatours, 
fuch a hart and defyre, that euery man defyreth to 
ioyne frendefhyppe with other, to loue and bee loued, 
alfo to gyue and receaue mutuall benefites, it is ther- 
fore the dewtie of all men, accordyng to theyr poure 
to maintayne and increafe this defyre in euery man 
with well deferuynge to all men, and efpecially to 
ihewe this good aft'ectton to fuch as beinge moued with 
this defire, coome vnto them from farre countreys. 
Forinhowemuch the longer viage they haue attempted 
for this intent, fo much the more doo they therby de- 
clare that this defyre hath byn ardent in them. Fur- 
thermore alfo thjejexemples of owre fathers and predi- 
ceflburs doo inuite vs hereunto, forafmuch as they Jiaue 
euer gentelly and louyngly intreated fuch as of frendely 
mynde came to them afwel from countreis nere hand 
as farre remote, commendynge them felues to theyr pro- 
tection. And if it bee ryght and equitie to Ihewe fuch 
humanitie towai-d all men, doubtleffe the fame owght 
chiefely to bee fliewed to marchauntes, who wander- 
ynge abowt the worlde, fearche both the lande and fea 
to cary fuch good and profitable thinges as are fonnde 
in theyr counlreys, to remote regions and kyngedomes : 
and ageyne to brynge from the fame, fuche thynges as 
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re^jione eorum mueniuntiir, ad rcmotilsimas regiones et 
fLgna adfLrant, atque rnde viuifsim rtferant ([uod fu-e 
rcgioni vtile ibi reperennt vt et popuh ad quos eunt, 
lion deO-ituantur commodib qu-e non proftrt ilhs terra 
corum, et ipfi fmt participes rLnim quibus illi abun 
dant. Nam Dlus cteli et terne, humano genen naaxi 
me confulens, noluit vt omnia in quauis regioae inueni 
rentiir, quo regio ope altenus regionis indigeret, et 
gens ab aha gente commodum iliquod e\pe6laret, ic 
iti llibiliretur amicitia inter omnes, fingulique omni 
bus benefacere qtiEcrtrent, Hoc itaque ineundte ac 
flabiliendfe amiatiie defideno moti vin quid^m regni 
noflri, iter m remotis mantiinas regiones mflituerunt, 
\t inter noilros et illos populosviam raercibus mferen 
dib et elertndis aperin.nt Nofqiie rogauLUint vt id 
illis concedtrtmus Qm petiLiom lOorum annuentes 
concfcfiiraus viro honorabili et forti Hugoni Wibbeo et 
alijs qui cum eo fiint feniis noftns fidis et charis \t 
pro fua \oluntate in regiones eis prius incognitas eant, 
qufefitun ea quibus nos cartnms, et idducant ilbs e\ 
noflns terns, id quo ilh carent Atiue ita lUis et nobis 
cnmmodum mde accedat, fitqtie amicitia perpetua et 
fcfidus indifsolubile inter illos et nos dam permittent 
illi nos accipere de rebus quibus fuperabundant in 
regnis fuis et nos concedemus illis ex regms noilris 
res, quibus dcflituuntur Rogamus itique \os Regts 
et Principes et omnes quibus aliqua eft poteftas in 
terra, vt \ins iftis noflns trinfitum pcrmittatis per regi 
onts veftras Non enim tangent quicquim ex rebus 
\ ellris inuitis vobis Cogitate quod homines et ipfi funL 
Ft fi ijuare carncnnt oramus pro veflri bcneficentu 
eim los illiB tnbuatis, accipientes ncif=im ah eis quod 
poterunt rependere vobis Ita vos gente erga eos 
quemadmodum cuperetis vt nos et fubditi noftn nos 
gereremus erga feruos \eflros fi quando trinfiennt per 
rtgiones noflras Atquc promittimus vohis per Deum 
omnium quje ccelo, tern et raari contmentur, perque 
iitam nollrim et tranquilbtatem regnorum noflrorum, 
nos pan benigiiitite ftruos \cfl.ros accepturos fi ad 
regni noflra aliquando venennt Atque a nobis et 
fubditis noftns ac li nati fuifl'ent m regnis noftns, ita 
bcnigne trictibuntur vt rependamus vobis btmgn. 
titem quam noftns exhibuentis Poftquim vos Regts, 
Inncipes, etc rogauimus \t humanitate et bencfi 
centia omm prolequ-imini feruos noflros nobis charos, 
oramus omnipotentem Deum noftrum vt vobis dm 
tumam \itim largiitur et pacem quse nullam habeat 
fiucrci Scriptum Londini, quK auitas eft regni noib-i 
Anno 5515 1 treito mundo, menfe liar xim die 
menfis, anno feptimo re^^ni noflri 
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theyfjnde there commodious for theyr own countreys: 
Bothe, afwell that the people to whom they go, tnay 
not bee defl.itute of fuch commodities as theyr countreys 
brjnge not furth to them, as that alfo they may bee 
partetakers of fuche thynges wherof they abounde. 
tor god of heauen and earth, greatly prouydynge for 
mankynde, wolde not that al thinges ftiulde bee founde 
in one region, to th[c]ende that one Ibuld haue neede 
of an other, that by this meanes frendlbippe rayght bee 
eftablyffhed amonge all men, and euery one feeke to 
gratihe all. For th[e]eftablylYhynge and furtherance of 
which vniuerCill amitie, certeyne men of owre realme 
moued hereunto by the layde defyre, haue Inftitute and 309 
taken vppon theym a vyage by fea into farre countreys 
to th[e]intent that betwene owre people and them, a 
way bee opened to brynge in and cary owt marchaun- 
dies, defyryng vs to further theyr enterpryfe. ^Vlio 
iflentynge to theyr peticion, haue licenced the ryght 
vaUante and woorthy fyr Hughe Wylloby knyght, and 
other oivre trufty and faithful feruauntes which are 
with hym according to theyr defyre to go to countreys 
to them heretofore vnknowen, afwell to feeke fuche 
th\ nges as we lacke, as alfo to cary vnto them 
irom owre regions, fuche thynges as they lacke. 
So that hereby not only commoditie may enfewe 
both to them and to vs, but alfo an indilfoluble 
ind perpetuall league of frendfliippe be eftab- 
lyfflicd betwene vs bothe, whyle they permitte vs 
to take of theyr thynges fuche whereof they haue 
abundaunce in theyr regions, and we ageine graunt 
them fuche thynges of owrs wherof they are deftitute. 
\\ te therfore defyre yow kynges and princes, and all 
other to whom there is any poute on the earth, to 
j)(.rmitte vnto thefe owr feruantes, free palTage by 
jowr regions and dominions. For they fhall not 
touche any thynge of yowres vnwyllyng vnto yow. 
Confyder yow that they alfo are men. If therfore 
they ftial fland in neede of any thynge, we defyre 
yowe of all humanitie, and for the nobilitie whiche is 
in jowe, to ayde and helpe theym with fuch thynges 
as they lacke, receauynge ageyne of them fuch thynges 
as they flialbe able to gyue yowe in recompcnfe. 
Shewe yowre felues fo towarde theymj as yowe wolde 
that wee and owr fubiectes ftiulde ftiewe owr felues 
toward yowr feruauntes, if at any tyme they fhall paffe 
by owre regions. Thus doinge, wee promeffe yowe 
by the God of all thynges that are conteyned in heauen, 
earth, and the fea, and by the lyfe and tranquilitie of owre 
kjngedomes, that we wyl with lyke humanitie accepte 
yowre feruauntes if at any tyme they ftial coommc to 
owre kyngdomes, where they (hall as frendly and gen- 
tellj bee interteyned as if they were borne in owr 
dominions, that we may hereby recompenfe the fauour 
and benignitie which yow haue fhewed to owr men. 
1 hus after we haue defyred yow kynges and princes, 
etc With all humanitie and fauour to interteyne owr 
nelbeloued feruantes, wee pray owre almyghty god to 
graunt yowe longe lyfe and peace which neuer ftiall 
haue ende. Wiytten in London whiche is the chiefe 
citie of owre kyngedome : In the yeare frome the 
creation of the worlde. 5515. in the moneth of liar, 
the xiiii. day of the moneth, and feuenth yeare of 
owre reigne. 
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Francisco Lopes. 



fpeke of thynges that (halbe, longe before they are, is a kyiide 
of diuination if the truth thereof folowe effectually. Neuer- 
theleffe ahhowgh fuch thynges as are fpoken eyther by con- 
iecture, or by th[e]inilincte of nature, or by natural! reafon, doo 
oftentymes take place and fuccede accordyngely, yet are not 
fuch coniectures to bee accoumpted as certeyne as prophefies 
reueled by the fpirite of god, which wee ought entierly to be- 
leue : but not fo the other gathered only by certeine apparences, 
fimilltudes, reafons, and demonHrations : althowghe it bee greatly 
to bee maruailed to confyder howe they hytte the truthe fum- 
tyme : which perhappes they doo accordyng to the prouerbe 
that fayth ; He that fpeaketh much thall fumtimes ilumble on 
the truth. All this I fpeake confyderynge the fayinge of the 
poet Seneca in his tragedie of Medea, where his woordes 
feeme in all pojTites to agree with the difcouerynge of the Indies 
founde of late by Chrillofer Colon and the Spanyardes. The 
woordes of Seneca, are thefe, 

Venient annis 

S<Bcula ferzs, quibus Oceanus 

Vincula rerum laxd, et ingms 

Pateat tellus, Ttphifque nouos 

Detegai orbes. 

Nee fit terris vIHma Ihyle. 
That is to faye : There (hall coomme worldes in late yeares, in the whiche the Ocean ffiall vnlofe the 
bondes of thynges, and a great lande fhall appeare. Alfo Typhis (that is nauigation) fhall difcouer newe 
worldes : and Thyle (hall not bee the furthed lande. 




The wonles of 



C Of the great Ilande which Plato cauled Atlantica or Atlantide. 

]He Philofopher Plato wrytethe in his Dialoges of Timeus and Cricia, that in the owlde time 
there was in the fea Atlantike ouer agenft Afffica, an Ilande cauled Atlantide greater then 
Affrica and Afia : affirmynge that thofe landes are from thenfe continent and greate : And 
that the kynges of that Ilande gouerned a greate parte of Affrica and Europe. But that in 
a certeyne greate earthequake and tempeft of rayne, this Ilande foonke and the people were 
drowned : A!fo that there remaynedfomuchmudde of thedrownynge or fynkyngeof that Ilande, 
that that fea Atlantike coulde not bee fayled. Sum take this for a fable ; and many for a trewe 




Hosted by Google 



333 



Other notable thynges as touchynge the Indies. 



hyllorie, as doothe Marcilius Ficinus inducinge Proclus alleagynge certeyne hyflories of the Ethiopians wrytten 
by one Marcellus, who confirmeth the lame to bee trewe. But there is nowe no caufe why wee fliulde any 
longer double or difpute of the Hand Atlantide, forafmuch as the difcouerynge ajid conquell of the well Indies 
do plainly declare what Plato hath wrytten of the fayde landes. In Mexico alfo at this day they caul that water 
Atl. by the halfe name of Atlant, as by a woorde rema)Tiynge of the name of the Ilande that is not. Wee may 
lykewyfe fay that the Indies are eyther the Ilande and firme lande of Plato or the remanent of the fame : and 
not the Ilandes of Hefperides or Ophir, or Tharfis, as fum haue thought of late dayes. For the Hefperides, 
are the Ilandes of Cabo Verde and the Gorgonas from whenfe Hanon browght apes: Albeit in conferrynge it 
with bjlmus there is fum doubte by reafon of the nauigation of fortie dayes wherof he fpeaketh. Afwell maye 
it bee thit C bi or Hayti, or any other Ilande of the Indies, Ihulde bee thofe which the Carthaginenfes founde 
and forbodde theyr citifens to make any vyages thyther or to inhabite the fame as Ariftotle and Thcophrade 
doo rehearfe w here they wryte of the mameylous and vnknowen workes of nature. As concernynge Ophir and 
Thirf b It IS not knowen what or where they bee, althowgh many lemed men as faynt Augulline and other 
haue fearched what citie or lande Tharfis myght bee. Saynt lerome who was experte in the Hebrewe tounge, 
faUh in minj places vppon the prophetes that Tharfis is as much to fay as the fea : and that whereas it is 
iir}tten that loms fledde to Tharfis, he wentc to the fea by a longe iorney. Furthermore as concernynge the 
nim^itions of Salomon, it is not to bee thowght that his nauics fayled to the wed Indies, forafmuch as to paffe 
thyther, it was requifite for them to fayle Weilwarde departynge frome the fea of Bermeio : and not Eartward 
as they fayled. Ageine, the weft Indies haue no vnicoraes, elephantes, diamondes, and fuch other thynges as 
tliey browght in the trade of their nauigations. 



C Of the colour of the Indians. 



^«HB|^9B1 f^'s of tli^ mameylous thynges that god vfeth in the compofition of man, is coloure : whiche 
RS|^^H3 doubtlefle can not bee confydered withowte great admiration in beholding one to be white 
^^^^Lw and an other blacke, beinge coloures vtterlye contrary. Sum lykewyfe to be yelowe whiche 
^^^^E S is betwene blacke and white ; and other of other colours as it were of dyuers liueres. And 
^^^^^■A as thefe colours are to be marueyled at, euen fo is it to be confidered howe they dyffer one 
^^[^2ni ^"^"^ ^"^ other as it were by degrees, forafmuche as fum men are whyte after dyuers fortes of 
^=^^^=1 whyteneffe : yelowe after dyuers maners of yelowe : and blacke after dyuers fortes of blacke- 
neffe : and howe from whyte they go to yelowe by difcolourynge to browne and redde : and to blacke by afHie 
colour, and murrey fumwhat lyghter then blacke : and tawnye lyke vnto the weft, Indians which are all togyther 
in general eyther purple, or tawny lyke vnto fodde quynfes, or of the colour of cheftnuttes or olyues : which 
colour is to tiiem natural and not by theyr goynge naked as many haue thought : albeit theyr nakednelTe haue 
fumwhat helped therunto. Therfore in lyke maner and with fuche diueriitie as men are commonly whyte in 
Europe and blacke in Affrike, euen with like varietie are they tawny in thefe Indies, with dyuers degrees 
diuerfly inclynynge more or lelTe to blacke or whyte. No leffe maruayle is it to confyder that men are whyte 
in Siuile and blacke at the cape of Buena Speranza, and of cheftnutte colour at the ryuer of Plata, beinge all in 
equall degrees frome the Equinoctial! line. Lykewyfe that the men of Atfryke and Afia that lyue vnder the 
burnte line (cauled Zona Torrida) are blacke : and not they that lyue beneathe or on this fyde the lame line as 
in Mexico, Yucata Q 1 m Lian, Nicaragua, Panama, Santo Domingo, Paria, Cape faynt Auguftine, 
Lima, Quito, and h 1 d f Peru which touch in the lame Equinoctiall. For in al the tracte of thefe 
coafles certeyne bl k n e found only in Quarequa when Vafchus Nunnez of Balboa difcouered 

the fea of Sur. By f h f t may feeme that fuche varietie of colours proceadeth of man, and not of the 
earth : whiche may 11 b 11 wgh wee bee all borne of Adam and Eue, and knowe not the caufe why god 
hath fo ordeyned it, oth n jf tl to confyder that his diuine maieftie hath doonne this as infinite other to 
declare his omnipotencie and wifedome in fuch diuerfities of colours as appere not only in the natiu-e of man, 
but the lyke alfo in beaftes, byrdes, and lloures, where dyuers and contrary colours are feene in one lyttle fether, 
or the leaues growynge owt of one lyttle flalke. An other thyng is alfo greatly to bee noted as touchynge thefe 
Indians. And this is, that theyr heare is not curlde as is the Moores and Ethiopians that inhabite the fame 
dime : neyther are they balde excepte very feldome, and that but lyttle. All whiche thynges may giue further 
occafion to phylofophers to fearch the fecreates of nature and complexions of men with the nouelties of the newe 
worlde. 
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C Why they were cauled Indians. 




HVm tliynke that the people of the newe world were cauled Indians bycaufe they are of the 
colour of ihe Eafle Indians. And althowghe (as it femeth to me) they dytfer much in colour 
and faHhions, yet is it trewe that of India they were cauled Indians. 

India is properlie cauled that great prouince of Afia in the which great Alexander kepte 
his warres : and was fo named of the ryuer Indus : and is diuyded into many Ityngedomes 
confynynge with the fame. From this gieate India (cauled the Eaft India) came great com- 
panyes of men as wryteth Herodotus : and inhabited that parte of Ethiopia that lyeth betwene 
the fea Bermeia (otherwyie cauled the redde fea or the goulfe of Arabia) and the ryuer of Nilus : al which 
regions that great Chriilian prince Preiler lohn dooth now poflefle. The (ayde Indians preuayled fo much, that 
they vtterly changed the cullomes and name of that lande, and cauled it India : by reafon wherof, Ethiopia alfo 
hath of longe tyme byn cauled India, And hereuppon came it that Aryllotell, Seneca, and certeyne other 
oulde autours fayd that India was not farre from Spayne. After this alfo, of later dayes owre Weft India was 
fo cauled of the layde India of Predet lohn where the Portugales had theyr trade. For the pylot of the caruell 
that was fyrfle dryuen by forcyble wynde to an vnknowen lande in the Welle Ocean, cauled the lame India by- 
caufe the Portugales fo cauled fuch landes as they had lately difcouered Eaftwarde. Chryflopher Colon alfo 
after the fayde pylot, cauled the weft landes by the fame name. Albeit, fum that take Colonus for an expert 
Cofmographer, thynke that he fo named them of the Eaft India, as to be the furthcft and vnknowen ende therof 
reachynge into the Welle vnder the other hemifpherie or halfe globe of the earthe beneathe vs : affirmynge that 
when he fyrll attempted to difcouer the Indies, he went chiefely to feeke the ryche Hand of Cipango, which 
fauleth on the parte of great China or Cathay as wryteth Marcus Paulus VeneCus and other : And that he 
fliulde fooner come thyther by folowyng the courfe of the foonne Weftwarde then ageynfl the fame : Albeit 
manye thynke that there is no fuche Ilande, or at the leafte not yet knowen by that name; wheras alfo Marcus 
Paulus obferued no exacte defcription of the place eyther of this Ilande or of Cathay, 



Elhyopia cauled 
nnllkr 



The fyrjle difcouerynge of the Wejte Indies. 




j Certeyne caruell feylynge in the wefte Ocean abowt the coaftes of Spayne, had a forcyble and 
continuall wynde from the Eafl wherby it was dryuen to a land vnknowen and not defcrybed 
in any mappe or carde of the fea : and was dryuen (lyl alonge by the coafte of the fame for 
the fpace of many dayes vntyll it came to a hauen : where in a (liorte tyme the moft parte of 
the maryners beinge longe before verye weake and feeble by reafon of hunger and trauayle, 
dyed : So that only the pylot with thre or foure other remayned alyue. And not only they 
that dyed dyd not inioy the Indies which they fyrft difcouered to theyr myffortune, but the 
refydue alfo that lyued had in maner as lyttle fruition of the fame : not leauynge or at the leaft not openly pub- 
lythynge any memorie therof, neyther of the place, or what it was cauled, or in what yeare it was founde. 
Albeit, the faute was not theyrs, but rather the malice of other, or the enuie of that which wee caule fortune. I 
doo not therefore marueyle that the auncient hj-ftories affirme that great thynges proceade and increafe of fmaul 
and obfcure begynnynges, fyth wee haue feene the fame verefyed in this fyndyng of the Indies being fo 
notable and newe a thynge. Wee neede not bee curious to feeke the name of the pylot fyth death made 
a fliorte ende of his doinges. Sum wyl that he came from Andaluzia, and traded to the Hands of Canaria and 
the Ilande of Madera when this large and mortal nauigation chaunced vnto hym. Other lay that he was a 
Bifcayne, and traded into Englande and Fraunce. Other alfo, that he was a Portugale : and that eyther he 
wente or came from Mina or India : which agreeth well with the name of thefe newe landes as I haue fayde 
before, Ageyne, fum there bee that fay that he browght the carauel to Portugale t or to the Ilande of Madera, 
or to fum other of the Ilandes cauled de bs A%ores. Yet doo none of them affirme any thynge, alchowgh they 
all affirme that the pylotte dyed in the houfe of Chryflopher Colon, with whome remayned ai fuch wrytynges 
and annotacions as he hadde made of his vyage in the fayde carauell, afwell of fuch thynges as he obferued both 
by lande and fea, as alfo of the eleuation of the pole in thofe landes whiche he had difcouered. 
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C What maner of man Chryjiopher Colon was : a7td hoive he Came 
fyrji to the knowleage of the Indies. 

aHriflopher Colon was bome in Cugureo, or (as fum fay) in Nerui, a vyllage in the terrlrorie of 
Genua in Italic. He defcended as fum thynke, of the houfe of the PeleHreles of Placentia 
in Lumbardie. He bcganne of a chylde to bee a maryner ; of whofe arte they haue great 
exercife on the ryuer of Genua. He traded many yeares into Suria and other partes of the 
Eaft. After this, he became a mafler in makynge cardes for the fea, whereby he had great 
vantage. He came to Portugale to knowe the reafon and defcription of the fouth coailes of 
Aifrica and the nanigations of the Portugales, thereby to make his cardes more perfecte to bee 
folde. He maryed in Portugale as futn fay : or as many fey, in the llande of Madeira, where he dwelt at fuche 
tyme as the fayde caruell arryaed there, whofe pylot fuiorned in his houfe, and dyed alfo there, bequethynge 
to Colon his carde of the defcription of fuche newe landes as he hadde founde, wherby Colon had the fyrfl 
knowleage of the Indyes. Sum haue thowght that Colon was well lerned in the Latine tounge and the fcience 
of Cofmographie : and that he was therby fyrfl, moued to feeke the landes of the Antipodes and the lyche llande 
of Cipango whereof Marcus Paulus wryteth. Alfo that he had redde what Plato in his dialoges of Timeus and 
Cricias, wTyteth of the greate llande Atlantide, and of a great lande in the Weil Ocean vndifcouered beinge 
by^er then Afia and Affrica. Furthermore that he had knowleage what Aritlotell and Theophraftus faye in 
theyr bookes of maruayles, wliere they wryte that certeyne marchauntes of Carthage faylyng from the llreyghtes 
of Gibraltar towarde the weft and fouth, founde after many dayes a greate llande not inhabited i yet replen- 
ylhed with al thynges requifite, and hauynge many nauigable ryuers. In deede Colon was not greately lerned : 
yet of good vnderllandynge. And when he had knowleage of the fayde newe landes by the information 
of the dead pylot, made relation thereof to certeyne lerned men with whom he conferred as touchynge the 
lyke thynges mentioned of owlde autours. He communicated this fecreate and conferred chiefely with a 
fryer, named lobn Perez of Marchena that dwelt in the monaftery of Rabida. So that I verely beleue, that in 
maner all that he declared, and many thynges more that he lefte vnfpoken, were wrytten by the fayde Spanyihe 
pylot that dyed in his houfe For I am perfu-ided that if Colon by fcience atteyned to the knowleage of the 
Indies, he wolde longe lefore h-iue communicite thi*; fecreate to his owne contrey men the Genuefes, that 
trauayle all the worlde for gaynes and not haue comme mto Spayne for this purpofe. But doubtelelTe he 
neuer thought of any fuch thyng before he ci aunced to bee acquainted with the fayd pylot who founde thofe 
landes by fortune accordynge to the fiymge of Plmie Q lod ars docere noii potuit, cafus inumii. That is : 
'I'hat arte coulde not teache chiunce founde Albeit the more Chryllian opinion is, to thinke that god of his 
fmgiikr proiiidence and infinite goodneffe at the length with eyes ofcompaffion as it were lookynge doivne 
from heauenvpon the fonnes of Adam fo longe kepte \nder Sathans captiuitle, intended euen then (for caufes 
to hym only knowen) torayfe thofe wyndcs of mercy whereby that caruell (herein mod lyke vnto the fhyppe of 
Noe whereby the remanent of the hole wodd was faued as by this caruel this newe worlde receaued the fyrfl. 
hope of theyr faluation) was dryuen to thefe landes. But wee wyll nowe declare what great thynges folowed of 
this fmaule begynnynge, and how Colon folowed this matter reueled vnto hym not withowte goddes prouidence. 



C What labour and trauayle Colon tooke in attemptyng hisfyrst vyage 
to the Indies. 



The kyngc if 




ter the death of the pilot and mariners of the Spanyihe caruell that difcouered the Indies, 
Chryllopher Colon purpofed to feke the fame. But in howe muche more he defyred this, 
the lelTe was his poure to accomplifiie his defire. For, betyde that of him felfe he was not 
able to fumyflhe one fliyppe, he lacked alfo the fauour of a kynge vnder whofe protection 
he might fo enioy the riches he hoped to fyndc, that none other myght take tlie fame from 
hym or defeate hym therof And feinge the kynge of Portugale occupied in the conquefl. 
of Africa and the nauigations of the Eaft which were 'then fyrft attempted, iho kynge of 
no lelTe bufyed in the warres of Granada, he fent to his brother Bartholomewe Colon (who 
this fecreate) to practife with the kynge of Englande Henry the feuenth beinge very ryche 
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and withowt warres: promylynge to brj-nge hym great ryd\es in (hort time if lie wolde (hew him fauour and 
fumyflhe hyrn with fhippes to difcouer the newe Indies wherof he had certeytie knowleage. But neyther here 
beinge able lo brynge his fute to pafle, he caufed the matter to bee moued to the kynge of Poitugale Don 
Alonfo the fyfte of that name: at whofe handes he founde neither fauour nor money, forafmuch as the licen- 
ciate Calzadilla tlie byfhop of Vifeo, and one mailer Rodrigo men of credit in the fcience of Cofmographie, 
withlloode him and contended that there neither was nor coulde any golde or other ryches bee founde in the 
weft as Colon affirmed. By reafon whereof he was very fadde and penfme; but yet was not difcouraged or 
defpaired of the hope of his good aduenture which he afterward found This done, he tooke fliippinge at 
Lifburne, and came to Palos of Moguer where he communed with Martin Alonfo Pinzon an expert pylot, who 
offered hym felfe vnto hym. After this difclofynge the hole fecreates of his mynde to John Perez of Marchena 
(a fryer of th[e]order of faynt Frances in Rabida, and wel lemed in Cofmographie) and declaryng vnto hym 
how by folowyng the courfe of the fon by a temperate vyage, rich and great landes myght be founde, the fryer 
greatly commended his enterpryfe, and gaue him counfayle to bteake the matter to the duke of Medina Sidonia 
Don Eurique of Guzman a great lorde and very ryche: And alfo to Don Luys of Cerda the duke of Medina 
Cell, who at that tyme had great prouifion of fhippes well furnyfhed in his hauen of Santa Maria. But wheras 
both thefe dukes tooke the matter for a dreame and as a thynge diuifed of an Italian deceauer who (as they 
thought) had before with lyke pretence deluded the kynges of Englande and Portugale, the fryer gaue hym 
courage to go to the courte of the Catholyke princes Don Ferdinando and lady Ifabell princes of Cailile : 
affirmynge that they wolde bee ioyfull of fuch newes. And for his better furtherance herin, wrote letters by 
hym to fryer Ferdinando of Talauera the queenes confeffor. Chryftopher Colon therfore, repayred to the 
court of the Catholike princes, in the yeare. M. CCCC. Ixxxvi. [i486 a.d.] and delyuered vnto theyr handes the 
peticion of his requell as concerninge the difcouerynge of the newe Indies. But they beinge more carefuU, 
and applyinge all theyr mynde howe they mygbt dtyue the Moores owt of the kyngdome of Granade, which 
great enterpryfe they had alredy taken in hande, dyd lyttle or nothynge efleme the matter. But Colon not 
thus difcouraged, found the meanes to declare his fute to fuch as had fumtymes priuate communication with 
the kynge. Yet bicaufe he was a flranger and went but in fimple apparell, nor otherwyfe credited then by the 
letter of a gray fryer, they beleued hj n n j h r gaue eare to his woordes: wherby he was greatly tor- 
mented in his imagination. Only A) f f C_ lil'i 'he kynges chiefe auditour gaue hym meate and 
drynke at his owne charges, and had gl dly f h thynges as he declared of the landes not then founde: 
defyrynge hym in the meane tyme to b h that poore enterteynemente, and not to defpayre of his 

enterpryfe : puttynge hym alfo in good nf h he fliulde at one tyme or other, coome to the fpeache of 
the Catholyke princes. And thus (ho ly f by h meanes of Alonfo of Quintanilia, Colon was browght to 
the prefence and audience of the Cardmall Don Fero Gonzales of Mendoza, archbyflhop of Toledo, a man of 
great reuenues and autoritie with the kynge and queene, who brought hym before them after that he well per- 
ceaued and examyned his intent. And by this meanes was his fute harde of the Catholyke princes, who alfo 
dd tl t k f h' m morials which he prefented vnto them. And although at the fyrft they tooke it for 
) d f If h h p myfed, neuerthelelife they put hym in good hope that he (hulde bee well difpatched 

1 hyhdj (hdhe warres of Granada which they had now in hand. With which anfwere, Colon 

b g rni ) h fj s, with hope to bee better eflemed and more fauourably to bee h[e]ard amonge the 

g Im 1 bl m f the court, who before tooke hym only for a craftie felowe and deceauer: and was 

Ijgdf }d df raged when fo euer he debated the matter with them, althowghe many iudged hym 
ph fl II h m r of ignorant menne to caule all fuch as attempte any thynge beyonde theyr reach 

d h pi f h knowleage: thinkyng the worlde to bee no bigger then the cagies wherin they are 

b h p i Ij B to retume to Colon : So hotte and vrgente was the fiege of Granada, that they 

P f 1> g d 1 m his dematmde to feeke the newe landes, and to brynge from thenfe golde, fyluer, 

pip 1- fp s, and fuche other rych thynges. They gaue hym alfo the tenth parte of all the 

d ft m d e vnto die kynge of al fuch landes as he ftiulde difcouer, not doynge preiudice 
y h g h ky g of Portugale. The particulars of this agrement were made in the towne cauled 

S ta F d 1 p 1 ge of the rewarde, in Granada the. xxx. [thirtieth] daye of Aprell the fame yeare 

h b And wheras the fayde Catholyke princes had not mony prefently to difpatch 

CI 1 f S \ 11 he kynges fecretary of accomptes, lente theym fyxe quentes of marauedes, whiche 

f m k vi. [sixteen] thoufande ducades. Two thynges are herein chiefely to be noted : 

h h h f f fmaule charges they haue increafed the reuenues of the crowne of Caftyle as much 

th d 1 The other is, that endynge the conqueft of the Moores who poffelled the 

1 ht hundreth yeares, they immediatly beganne the conqueft of the Indies, as though 

ii ) d were euer appoynted to feyght ageynft infidels and enemies of the ikyth of lefu 
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By this trauayle of Colonus in fo noble an enterpryfe and Co liarde fuccelTe, dooth the fayinge of Plinie ajipere to be moft trew, 
wher in the preface of his natural hyllory wrytten to th[e]emproiir Vefpafian he writeth in this maner. Ris ardua vetujiis noui- 
takm dare : Noms, m^yoritatem : aifiletis, nitiiran j obfcuris, luean ; /afiidilis, ^atiam : duMis, fidsm : ommbas vas naiurani, et 
nature/ua omnia. Ilaquieliam nan affeciitis,voluiffe abande pukhrum atque masnijkum ejt. That is Jo fay: It is a dyfSculte thynge 
to gyue newenes to owlde tiijmges, auloritie to newe thynges ; bewlie to thynges owt of vfe ; fame to the obfcure: fauoure to the 
hatefull: credite to the dnubtefull; nature to all, and all to nature. To fuch neuerthelefle as can not attayne to all thefe, it is 
grealely commendable and magnificall to haue attempted the fame. 

In the fcu[t]chen of artnes gyuen to Colon by Don Ferdinando and queene Elizabeth Cathdike princes (fo 
cauled for thejT warrcs ageynfl, the infidels} thefe verfes were wrytten. 
For CaJlUla y por Leon, 
Nueuo ntundo hallo Colon. 



That is ; For Caflile and for Leon, 

The newe worlde founde Colon. 



C Of newe Spayne canled Nona Hifpania, or Mexico, 




I Ewe Spayne is that parte of the continent or firrae lande that lyeth Wed and Sou h f ome he 
lande of Floryda, This \ as fub lued to th[e]empire of Callile by the rj^ht nol le g n 1 
man Ferdinando Cortefe the marquef e of the vale of Quaxaca. In this land a e many 
prouinces conteynyng in the n a er nnumerable cities, amonge which tha he h fe 

which the Indians caule Mexico or Temixtiun, confyllyng of more then fiue hundreth 
thoufand inhabitauntes. It ftandeth in the myddefl of a lake of fake water as doth Venece 
in the fea. The lake conteyneth fortie Perfian myles cauled Parafange, euery one confyllynge 
of XXX. [thirty] furlon[g]s, and more as fum fay. In thefe regions is founde great plentie of golde, fyluer, and 
precious (tones, with innumerable other thynges both neceffary for the lyfe of man and pleafaunt: as fylke, 
bombafine cotton, alame, Safferne, Woade, with dyuers other thynges wherwith clothe and fylke is dyed. 
There is alfo fuch abundaunce of fuger, that certeyne Spanyflhe (hippcs ate yearely fraighted therwith and 
btynge the lame into Siuile from whenfe it is caryed in maner to all partes of Chryilendome. Th[e]inhabi- 
tauntes of Mexico are fubtyle people, and vfe much craft in theyr bargening. They haue not the vfe of golde 
and fyluer monye : but vfe in the Heade therof the halfe (helles of almonds, whiche kynde of Barbarous money 
they caule Cacao or Cacanguate. In maner al kyndes of come are there very good [and] cl p fp Uy barly 
and wheate. They haue great plentie of hartes, wylde bores, Lyons, Leopardes, and Ty h h beafl.es 

wander in maner in euery place. The region is mofl,e commodious for haukynge and 1 unt g f th great 
abundaunce it hath of beades and foules. But the people exercife all theyr cunnynge in n ky e the mages 
of theyr Idolatry, and in paintyng. Theyr woman are valiant : and furaptuous in the; pi 1! nd other 
tyrementes. For they fo rychely frynge and byfet the fame with perles, precious ft n , ud ^ l^e, that 
nothynge can be more excellent. They haue a kynde of paper greatly differyng from owrs. In this they 
expreffe theyr mindes by certeyn figures. For they haue not otherwife th[e]ufe of letters. The nation is 
defyrous of warre: and dooth not longe keepe the condicions of peace vnuiolated: But delyteth rather in ciuile 
and mofl. cniell battayle amonge them felues then to lyue in peace and quietneffe. Suche as in the warres 
faule by any meanes into the handes of theyr enemies, eyther by fubmiffion or otherwyfe, are partely facrificed 
to the Idoles, and the refydue gyuen to the fouldiers to bee eaten, in lyke maner as wee rewards dogges and 
haukes ivith parte of theyr pray. They haue innumerable Idoles which euery one maketh for his particular god 
after the phantafie of his own brayne, and gyueth therto diuine honour. Albeit at this day they doo by lyttle 
and lyttle leaue of theyr barbarous fJercenelTe : and with owre religion embrafe better maners. For they 
nowe profelTe the fayth of Chryft, and in his name pray vnto God the father. 

VnderftEinde here that as touchynge thefe regions cauled new Spayne, yow may reade al latge in the booke here before eiiliteled 
of the landes and Ilandcs lately founde. This booke foloweth immediatly after the Decades, altbowgh the printer haue alfo wiyllen 
the thyrde decade* oner the head of that boolte which inlreafeth principally of the regions nowe cauled newe Spayne, Ol the 
conqueil of this Mexico, Francifco Lopez hath written a large booke in the Spanyfllie tounge. 
•Step. 1S7.-E.A. 
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C Of Peru. 




He prouince cauled Peru, was alfo named noua Catlilia by them that fyrfte founde it This 
rtgion IS the weft parte of America: and is fituate in the longitude of. ago. degrees, pro- 
ceidynge from the Weft to the Eaft, And fouthwarde begynneth fine degrees beyonde the 
Equmoctial line, and is extended very farre into the fouth. This is taken to bee the 
rjchefl. lande in golde, fyluer, perles, precious (lones, and fpyces, that euer was founde yet 
to this daj. For golde is there in fuch plentie that they make pyfpots therof, and other 
%efrcls applyed to fyhhy vfes. But this is more to bee marueyled at, that in a citie cauled 
Collao was fo mde a houfe all couered with maffie plates of golde. In theyr warres alfo theyr hameffe was of 
golde ind f\luer Thejr weapons are bowes, arrowes, flynges, dartes, and pikes. Th[e]inhabitante3 are 
warlyke people and of great agihtie. They haue cities defended with lawes and armes. The region is 
exceadyng frutefull, and yeldeth come twyfe in the yeare. It is fo floryflhynge with many fayre wooddes, 
mountaynes, ryuers, and other both pleafaunt and necef[aiy commodities, that it feemeth in maner an earthly 
Paxadyfe. It hath dyuers kyndes of beaftes, and yet none hurtful! or of rauenynge kynde. There are iheepe 
of fuch heyght that they vfe them in the fteade of horfes. Sume write that they are as bygge as the younge 
foles of camels : and that theyr woolle is very fofte and fine. Alfo that the ewes brynge furth lambes twyfe a 
yeare. The people are wytty and of gentyl behauoure. Cunnynge alfo in artes, faythful of promes, and of 
maners not greatly to bee difcommended, faue that they are ignorant of Chryft: who neuerthelefle is nowe 
knowen vnto them in many places, as our hope is he (halbe dayly more and more if ail princes wyll herein 
putte theyr helpynge handes to the plowe of owre lorde, and fende labourers into his vyneyarde. 



[Si'ukmwen. 




C Of the great ryuer cauled Rio de la Plata (that is) the ryuer of fyluer. 

jIHis ryuer reacheth very farre in length and bredth: and is cauled Vruai in the Indian tounge. 
Into this fauleth an other ryuer named Paraue. The fyrRe that fayled into the ryuer of 
Plata, was lohn Dias Solis, whom the ryght noble kynge of Spayne Ferdinandus made 
Admyral of thefe feas. In the ryuer lyeth an Ilande whiche lohn Dias named Martinus 
Gratias bycaufe a pylot of bis fo cauled, was buryed there. This Ilande is fituate in the 
myddeft of the ryuer : and is dyilant from the mouth of the fame abowt fortie leaques. As 
the fayde Admirall attempted to expugne the Hand, he was fuddeynly opprelfed and flayne 
of the Indians that priuilie affayled hym. Wherwith neuerthelefle theyr barbarous crueltie was not fatiffyed 
vntyll they had torne him in piefes and deuoured hym. But many yeares after, Th[e]emperoures maieftie and 
kynge of Spayne Charles the fyfte, fente foorth Sebaftian Cabot {a man of great courage and (kylfuU in Cofmo- 
graphie, and of no leffe experience as concemynge the ftarres and the fea) with commaundement to difcouer 
and fubdue the Handes of Tharfis, Ophir, Cipango, and Coi Cathay. Receauynge therfore his commiffion and 
proceadynge forwarde on his vyage, he arryued by chaunce at this Ilande i The caufe wherof was that tlie 
principall vefleil was 1 tbjfl- k dhm hf d the) Ijues by fwymmynge were receaued into 

otlier ihyppes. Perc j h h b) f f h chaunce he could by no meanes perforate his 

vyage attempted, he j d d p gn h f jd II d d tl ervj j on to conueygh his vyttayles to land. 



to prepare his foldiers h[ ] f pl 

Spanyardes myght bedfddfmh 1 

aduertifed that the 11 1 as h g Id 

refpect of perel he th gh b ft p g 

efiecte as often tymes 1 h in gr fF 

made relation that he f ) mp rabl 

the fea, it conteyneth. [ y fi ] 1 

the fame into the land f h fi f h 

That it is of great d i h h by b 

chanell can not bee fh 1 h h 

fyflhes. For there is f h h 

yards were fet alande, h mad ] f f h 
graynes of wheate and mmy j h f m 



lohn Dias Solii. 
The Ilande 



1 J d o e ect fortrefles by the ryuers fyde wherby the 

f h b ban ns But before he attempted this, he was 

d fyl \M cl tl >nge dyd fo encorage him, that withowt 

by m s or other, wherein his bouldenes tooke good 

F rtl m re as touchynge the ryuer, Sebaftian Cabote 

vn h bredth and depth. For whereas it fauleth into 

b d 1 From the mouth of the ryuer, Cabot fayled vp 

1 d 1 d fiftie leaques as he wryteth in his owne carde. 

f d d 1 nanye greate ryuers faule into it : fo that the 

\ d of water, and fuche plentie of good and great 

f h t founde in this ryuer. As foone as the Span- 

f 1 full to beare come, Takynge therefore fiftie 

h rth he moneth of September, they gatliered therof 
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two thoufande and fiftie at December nexte folowynge: wherm fume beinge deceaued and miflakynge the 
thynge, haue wrytten in the fteade of twoo thoufande and fiftie, fyftie thoufande and two. The hkc fertilitieis 
there of all other grayne and pulfe. Furthennore th[e]inhabitauntes declared that not farre from that place, 
ther are great and hygh mountaynes in the which is founds great plentie of golde. And no great dillance 
from the fame, to bee other mountaynes no lefle frutefull of fyluer, and many other thynges longe to rehearfe. 
Th[e]inhabitauntes are paynefuU men, and tyll the grounde diligently, wherin they take great pleafure: and 
haue therfore great plentie of breade of Maizium. There are (heepe of fuche byggenefle that they com|jare 
them to younge camels or aifes as fum fay. Theyr woolle is very fine: and nearefl vnto the fynenelTe of f)lke. 
There are alfo bealles of dyuers kyndes. Amonge men there is this dyfference, that fuch as lyue in the 
mountaynes, are whyte, and for the moll, parte lyke vnto the men of owre regions. But they that dwell about 
the ryuer (as though they tooke theyr coloure therof) are blackyfflie or purple of the coloure of fine Iren or 
aeele. Tliis alfo chaunceth to many of them, that theyr fiete and legges are lyke the legs and fiete of tlie 
foule cauled the oyllreche. 



€ Of the hygher Eajl India cauled India Tercera or Terciera. 

N this India whiche the Portugales caule Tercera, are very great kyngedomes : as the kyng- 
domes of Bengala, Pegu, Berma, Erancangui, Daufian, Capelam, and the greate kyngdome 
of Malacha, cauled of the owlde wryters Aurea Cherfonefus : whofe chiefe citie is alfo cauled 
Malacha, and was in owlde tyme named Tachola, Vnder this kyngedome are infinite Ilandes 
cauled Maluche, whereof the principall are thefe: laua the greater, laua the lefl'e, Polagua, 
Mendana, Cubu, Cailon, Huban, Bur, Tenado, Anbon, and Gilolo, with infinite other. On 
the Southweil parte from Malacha, is the great Ilande of Samotra cauled in owlde tyme 
Taprobana, in the which are the kyngedomes of Pedir, Biraen, Pazer, Ardagni, and Ham. This Hand and al 
the other cauled Maluche, brynge furth great quantitie of clones, cinamome, nuttemegges, maces, and all other 
kyndes of fpyces excepte pepper, which groweth in the prouince of Calecut and the Ilande o; Ceilam. All 
thefe fortes of fpices are caryed to Malacha to bee foulde. But the greateA parte of them is caryed to Cathay 
and China: and from thenfe to the north partes of Tartarie. This kyngdome of China, is very great: and was 
in owlde tyme cauled Sina. Here is founde great plentie of precious Hones. The people are very fubtyle and 
ryche. They are all appareled eyther in fylke or cloth, or veflures of other woorkemanfhippe : and are of 
good ciuilitie. They do not gladly permitte the Portugales or other Ilraungers to trafike in theyr kyngedome: 
whofe mode famous place vppon the fea fyde, is named Cautan, and the fea Machiam, cauled of the owk'e 
wryters the fea of Sina. 




C Of the landes of Laborador and Baccalaos, lyinge weft and northwefi 

from Englande, and beinge parte of the firme lande of the 

Weft Indies. 

I Inj haue trauajled to fearch the coall of the knde of Laborador, afwell to th[e]intente to 
knoive howe farre or ;\h)ther it reachtthe as alfo whether there bee any pailage by fea 
through the fame mto the fea of Sur and the Ilandes of Maluca which are vnder the 
Equmoctiall Ime thmkynge that the waye thyther Oiulde greatly bee Ihortened by this 
^yage The Spanjardes as to whofe ryght the fayde Ilandes of fpices perteyne, dyd fyrll 
feeke to fynde the lame by this way The Portugales alfo hauynge the trade of (pices in 
theyr handes did traua\le to fjnde the fame although hetherto neyther anye fuch paflage 
is founde or the ende of that knde. In the yeare a thoufande and fiue hundreth, Gafper Cortefreales, made 
a vyage thyther with two carauelles: but founde not the (Ireyght or paflage he fought. At his beinge there, he 
named the Ilandes that lye in the mouth of the goulfe Quadrado, after his name Cortefreales, lyinge in the. I„ 
[fifty] degrees and more : and browght from that lande abowt three fcore men for flaues. He greatly maruayled 
to beholde the houge quantitie of fnowe and Ife. For the fea is there frofen excedyngly. Th[e]mhabitauntes 
are men of good corporature, although tawny lyke the Indies, and laborious. They paynte theyr bodycs, and 
weare brafelettes and hoopes of fyluer and copper. Theyr apparel is made of the Jkynnes of marternes and 




Hosted by Google 



Other notable thynges as toitchynge the Indies. 



345 



dyuers other beaftes, whiche they weare with the heare inwarde in wynter, and owtwarde in foommer. 'J'his 
apparell they gyrde to theyr bodyes with gyrdels made of cotton or the fynewes of fyfihes and beailes. , They 
eate fyffhe more then any other thynge, and efpecially lalmons, althoughe they haue foules and frute. They 
make theyr houfes of timber wherof they haue great plentie: and in the fleade of tyles, couer them with the 
ikynnes of fyfJhes aod beailes. It is fayde alfo that there are grifes in this lande: and that the beares and 
many other beartes and foules are white. To this and the Ilandes abowt the fame, the Britons are accuflomed 
toreforte: as men of nature agreable vnto them and bome vnder the fame alritude and temperature. The 
Norwayes alfo fayled thyther with the pylot cauled lohn Scoluo: And the Englyflhe men with Sebafllan 
Cabot. 

The coafte of the lande of Baccalaos, is a greate tracte: and the greatefl altitude therof, is. xlviii. [forty- 
eight] degrees and a haife. Sebaftian Cabot was the fyrfl that browght any knowleage of this lande. For beinge 
in Englande in the dayes of kyng Henry the feuenth, he fumyllhed twoo (hippes at his owne charges or (as 
fum fay) at the kynges, whome he perfuaded that a paffage might bee founde to Cathay by the north feas, and 
that fpices m)^ht bee brought from thenfe foner by that way, then by the vyage the Portugales vfe by the fea 
of Sur. He went alfo to knowe what maner of landes thofe Indies were to inhabite. He had with hym three 
hundreth men, and directed his courfe by the tracte of Iflande vppon the cape of Laborador at. Iviii. [fifty- 
eight] degrees : atfirmynge that in the monethe of luly there was fuch could and heapes of Ife that he duril 
paffe no further; alfo that the dayes were very longe and in maner withowt nj^ht, and the nyghtes very cleare. 
Certeyne it is, that at the. Ix. [fixty] degrees, the longell day is of. xviii. [eighteen] houres. But confyderynge 
the coulde and the Ilraungenes of the vnknowen lande, he turned his courfe from thenfe to the Weft, folowynge 
the coaft, of the lande of Baccalaos vnto the. xxxviii. [thirty-eight] degrees, from whenfe he returned to 
Englande. To conclude, the Brytons and Danes haue fayled to the Baccalaos: and laques Cartier a frenche 
man was there twyfe mth three galeons: as one in the yeare. xxxiiii. [thirty-four] and the other in the. xxxv. 
[thirty-five] and chofe the lande to inhabite frome the. xlv. [forty-fifth] degrees to the. li. [fifty-firll] beinge as 
good a lande as Fraunce, and al thynges therein commune to fuch as fyrft polTefle the fame. 

Of thefe lands, lacobus Gadaldns wryteth thus: The newe lande of Baccalaos, is a coulde region, whofe 
inhabytauntes are Idolatours and praye to the foonne and moone and dyuers Idoles. They are whyte people 
and very ruHical. For they eate fleflhe and fyffhe and all other thynges rawe. Sumtymes alfo they eate mans 
flefdie priuilye fo that theyr Caciqui haue no knowleage therof. The apparell of both the men and woman, is 
made of beares Ikynnes, althowgh they haue fables and marternes, not greatly eftemed bycaufe they are lyttle. 
Sum of them go naked in foommer, and weare apparell only in wynter. The Brytons and Frenche men are 
accuftomed to take fyffhe in the coafte of thefe landes where is founde great plentie of Tunnyes which th[e]in- 
habitauntes caul Baccalaos wherof the lande was fo named. Norlhwarde from the region of Baccalaos, is the 
lande of Laborador, all full of mountaynes and great wooddes in whiche are nianye beares and wylde bores. 
Th[e]inhabitauntes are Idolatoures and warlike people, appareled as are they of Baccallaos, In all this newe 
lande, is neyther citie or callell: but they lyue in companies lyke heardes of beaftes. 



C The difcotterynge of the lande of Floryda. 

I He gouemour of the Ilande of Boriquena John Ponce of Leon beinge difchatged of his office' 
and very ryche, fumyffhed and fente foorth two camels to feeke the Ilandes of Boyuca in the 
which the Indians affirmed to be a fontayne or fpringe whofe water is of vertue to make owlde 
men younge. Whyle he trauayled fyxe monethes with owtragious defyre amonge many 
Ilandes to fynde that he fought, and coulde fynde no token of any fuch fountayne, he 
entered into Bimini and difcouered the lande of Florida in the yeare. 1512. on Eafler day 
which the Spanyardes caule the floryfihyng day of Pafcha, wherby they named that lande 
Florida. And fuppofyng that great ryches myght be browght from thenfe, he returned into Spayne and coue- 
naun ted with kynge Ferdinando as touchynge the trade: and by the interceffion of Nicolas de Quando and 
Peter Nunez de Gufman, the kynge dyd not onely make hym gouemoure of Bemlni and Florida, but alfo fente 
furthe with hym three fhippes from Siuile toward his fecond vyage in the yeare. 1515. He touched in the 
Ilande of Guacana otherwjfe cauled Guadalupe, and fent to lande certeyne of his men with the landrefTes of 
the fhvppes: whom the Canibales lyinge in ambutfhe, affayled with theyr inuenemed arrowes: and flaying the 
moft parte, caryed away the women. With this euyll begynnynge, lohn Ponce departed frome henfe to 
Boriquen and from thenfe to Florida wher he went alande with his fouldyers to efpie a place mofte commodious 
to inhabite and plant a colonic. But the Indians commynge furth ageynft hym to defende the enterance. 




Laborador. 
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alTayled the Spanyardes iierecely and flewe and wounded many of them. At which conflicte alfo he hym felfe 
beinge wounded with an airowe, dyed (hortely after in the Ilande of Cuba: and fo endynge his lyfe, confumed 
a great parte of the rycheffe he had before begotten at faynt lohannes of Boriquen. This lohn Ponce had 
before fayled with Chryflopher Colon to the Ilande of Hifpaniolain the yeare. 1493. He was a gentel fouldier 
in the warres of this Ilande, and capitayne of the prouince of Higuel for Nycolas de Ouando that cotiquefled 
the fame. The region of Floryda is a poynt or cape of lande reachynge into the fea lyke vnto a tounge: 
beinge a famous and notorious place amonge the Indians by reafon of many Spanyardes that haue bin flayne 
there. But wheras by fame this Floryda was eftemed a ryche lande, many valient and noble men defyred the 
conqueil therof, amonge whom Ferdinando de Soto (who had before byn a capitayne in Peru and greatly 
inryched by th[e]imprifonment of kynge Atahaliba) attempted a vyage thyther with a good bands of raen, and 
fpente fyue yeare in feekynge of golde mynes, fuppofynge that this lande hadde byn lyke vnto Peru. 

In fine, he dyed there and was the detlruction and vndoinge of all that went with hym withowt inhabitynge 

that lande, in the which the conquellours had hytherto neuer good fucceffe, forafmuche as thefe Indians are 

valiante archers and aronge and hardy men. But the valiant myndes of the Spanyardes not difcouraged by 

thefe myfeduentures, after the death of Ferdinando Soto, many woorthy gentelmen defyred this conquea in the 

T!tt$'^^5.i.. yeare. 1544. amonge whom was lulyan Samano, and Peter de Ahumada beinge brotherne and men of fuffi- 

Fioridi" " '^^^"'^ abilitie for fuch an enterprife. But neyther th[e]emprour beinge then in Germanie, neyther the prince 

Don Phylippe his fonne who gouemed all the kyngedomes of Caftile and Aragonie, neyther yet the counfayle 

Cwtdnefrycn of the Indies wolde in any cafe agree to the conquefle. Neuerthelefie not vtterly contemnynge the matter 

Mon=iy which thcy were partly perfuaded myght otherwyfe bee browght to paife, they fent thyther fryer Luys Canceil 

liivrith^yii of Baluaftro with other fryers of the order of iaynt Dominike who offered them felues to conuerte the nations 

of that lande from theyr gentilitie to the fayth of ChryR and obedience to Th[e]emperoure, onely with woonies. 

The fryer therfore goinge forwarde on his vyage at the kynges chaises in the yeare. 1549. went aland with foure 

other fryers which he tooke with hym and certeyne maryners withowt harneffe or weapons : vnto whom as he 

began his preachynge, many of the Indians of the fayd Florida reforted to the fea fyde, where withowt gyuynge 

audience to his woordes, they caryed hym away with three otlier of his companyons and dyd eate them, 

whereby they fuffered martyrdome for the fayth of Chryft. The refydue that efcaped, made haft to the (hyppe 

and kept them felues for confeffours as fum fay. Many that fauoure th[e]intente of the fryers, doo nowe 

confyder that by that meanes the Indians coulde not be brought to owre frendelliippe and religion. Neuer- 

theleffe, that if it coulde fo haue byn browght to pafle, it had byn better. There came of late from that iliippe, 

one that had byn the page of Ferdinando de Soto, who declared that the Indians hanged vp the Ikynnes with 

the heades and crownes of the layd fryers in one of theyr temples. 




€ An opinion that Europa, Africa, and Afia, are Ilandes: and of 
certeyne nanigations abowt the fame. 

|]He anciente wryters diuided this owre worlde into Afia, Africa, and Europa, by the ryuer 
Tanais as Ifocrates declareth in his Panegyrico. Afterwardc they diuided Afia and Africa 
by the tumynges and courfe of the ryuer Nilus, thowghe the fame had byn better by the 
fea Bermeio (that is) the redde fea, which almofle trauerfeth and paffeth throwgh the lande 
from the Ocean to the fea Mediterraneum which diuideth Europa and Afia. But Berofus 
Nq= ^renames ffiHB^^^B ^^ Caldean, fayth that Noe gaue names to Africa, Afia, and Europa: and gaue them to his 
-""■"-■- '^' l!!^^^W^^" | fonnes, Cham, Sem, and lafet: alfo that he fayled by the fea Mediterraneum ten yeres. In 

fine we nowe conclude that the three fayde prouinces occupy this mydlande of tlie worlde. All in generall 
fay that Afia is greater then any of the other, and in maner as bygge as they both. Albeit Herodotus in his 
Melpomeme, fcorneth them that make Europe and Afia equall : affimiynge that Europe in longitude is equal to 
Afia and Afrike: and that it palfeth them in latitude, wherin he fpeaketh not greatly owt of fquare. But to 
fpeake more of this elfwhere, not perteynj-nge to the matter wee haue in hande, I fay that Homcrus one o:.' the 
mod ancient wryters, fayth that the world which is diuided into Afia, Africa, and Europa, is an Ilande as 
reherfeth Pomponius Mela in his thyrde booke. Strabo in the fyrR boke of his Geographic, fayth that the 
earth which is mhabited, is an Ilande enuironed with the Ocean. Higinius alfo, and Solinus, confirme this 
fentence, Althowghe Solinus doo erre in miftakinge the names of the feas, fuppofynge that the Cafpian fea was 
parte of the Ocean, beinge rather lyke vnto the fea Mediterraneum fo named bycaufe it is in the mydlande as 
is the Cafpian fea withowt participacion of the great Ocean. Strabo wryteth that in the tyme of Tofomeus 
Euergetes, ene Eudoxus iayled three or foure tymes from Calii to India: And that the guides of the redde 
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fea (cauled the goulfe of Arabic or Bermeio) prefented to the fame kyrge Tolomeus, an Indian whome he 
brought frome thenfe. Kynge luba alfo prooued this nauigation from Caliz to India as wryteth Solinus. 
■Whereby it appeareth that the nauigation to India by the Ocean was then wel knowen and frequented, 
althowgh not fo much as at this prefent, the fame beinge neyther then or nowe a thynge of great difficultie or 
trauayle by the coailes of hotte regions. But to fayle from India to Cahz by the other parte of the north by a 
clyme and regions of extreme coulde, (hulde bee doubtleffe a difficult and daungerous tbynge, wherof is no 
memory amonge the owlde autours (auynge onely of one ftiyppe as Plinie and Mela doo niyte, reherfynge the 
tedimony of Cornelius Nepos who affirmed that the kynge of Sueuia prefented to Quintus Metellus Celer 
IJeuetenaunt of Fraunce, certeyne Indians dryuen by temped into the fea of Germanie: if the fame were not 
of the lande of Laborador or Bacallaos, and they deceaued in theyr coloure. For fum fay that lykewyfe in the 
dayes of the Eraperoure Fredericus BarbarolTa, certeyne Indians were browght in a Canoa from the citie of 
Lubec in Germanie. Furthermore pope Eneas Syluius wryteth that the Saimation fea, is as certeyne as the 
Scythian, Germanian, or Indian fea. Nowe alfo there is great knowleage and experience how the nauigations 
and paffage may be attempted by Nonvaye and other north regions vnder the fame north, and to folow that 
coarte to the fouth fea of Sur and keepe that courfe by the tracte of China. Olanus Gothus the archbyflhop of 
Uplalia and borne in Gothlande, hath wrytten muche of thcfe north regions and nauigations by the north fea. 
In the tract of this vyage by the north fea, are the Ilandes of Iflande and Gruntlande, althowgh there is double 
whether Gruntlande be an Ilande or parte of the firme lande. It is. xi. [forty] leaqucs, from Lapponia, and 
fumwhat more frome Finmarchia a lande of Scandinauia in Europe. The people of Gnintland arc ftronge men 
and of coomly Hature. They layle with fmaul ihippes or barkes couercd clofe aboue with lether or beaft.es 
hydes for feare of the coulde and fyflhes, Gmntlande as fum iay, is fyftie leaques from the north parte of the 
firme lande of the Well Indies by the lande of Laborador. But it is not yet knowen whether this land be 
continent or adherent with Gruntlande, or if there bee any ilreyght of fea betwene them. If all bee one firme 
lande adioynynge by any parte, then the two great partes of the world feeme to ioyne togyther abowt the north 
pole or vnder it, or beneth it, forafmuch as it is not pall fortie or fiftie leaques from Finraarche to Gnintland: 
wherby it may appere that althowgh there be any fuch ft,raight diuidynge them, yet are they neyghbours and 
not farre in funder. Furthermore from the land of Laborador by th[e]accorapt of the pilottes, is abowte foure 
hundreth leaques to Faial, one of the Ilandes of Azores, otherwyfe cauled the Ilandes of Soria lyinge in the Weft: 
Ocean ouer ageynft Spayne, Alfo by their accompte the lande of Laborador is abowte fine hundreth leaques 
from Irland, and fixe hundreth from Spayne, 



That the Spanyardes haue fayled to the Antipodes {that is) fuche as go 

fiete tofiete ageynjt vs, and inhabite the inferiour hemifpherie 

or halfe globe of the earthe, contrarie to th\e\oppinion 

of the owlde writers. 

|]L the ancient philofophers of the g nt le do deny that there may be any paflage from oi\Te 
hemifphere or halfe compaff f th rth to the Antipodes by reafon of the burnt line 
(cauled Zana Torrida) and th n f lymge in the mydde way, wherby this vyage (hulde 
be hyndered and impoflible M 1 wryteth at large in his commentaries vpon the 
dreame of Scipio, Of the Chrydyan phylofophers, Clemcnte wryteth that it is not pofllble 
for any man to palfe the Ocean: and other wryters of later tyme, feeme to confirme the 
fame. In deede I verely beleue that this way was neuer knowen to them, afwcll for that 
euer prefiippofyngc the thynge to bee impoflible they nener attempted it, as alfo that the Indians (whom we 
caule Antipodes) haue no Ihippes fufficient for fo longe and difficultc a nauigation to bryngc them knowleage 
herof, as haue the Spaniardes to paffe the Ocean vnto them : In fo much that at this prefent this vyage is by 
dayly experience fo well knowen vnto the Spanyardes and Portugales, that they can in maner go thythcr blynd- 
fielde, contrarye to th[e]oppinion of thofe phylofophers. I wyl! here omytte to fpcake of many fliippes that 
haue fayled ordynaryly frome Spayne to India, and fpeake onely of the fhyppe Victoria which compalfed abowt 
ihe hole globe of the worlde and touched in the landes of two or three Antipodes, and in fine returned to 
Spayne by a contrary way, wherby is declared the ignorance of the fage antiquitie. In this nauigation, they 
founde many fecreates, amonge the which this is ftrange and woorthy memorie, that al fuch deade Chriflians 
as were cafl into the fea, lay on theyr backes and turned theyr faces vpwarde : but the gentyles lay all groouelyn 




dia V <1>° iionh 
>rnclius ifqHt. 



Hosted by Google 



348 



Other notable thynges as touchynge the Indies. 



The vi'iEe of 



Oil tlieyr I 11 
hercj and 
oftheowll 
thjTtie (ie 
to the nor 1 
[tourtaen] A , 
on (iyday ( 

the calend ) 
phylofoph h 
[fourteen] } 1 



Aigo of la^r 
Vlysscs. 



I y 1 I 



h[ ] h f)il 



f 11 h) 



b) 1 J 



h ) 1 Id 



f h 

pd 



Id 



) ft 



11 1 



b) 







t 1 







f 


1 that they doo 


1 


I f 


1 1 


1 


1.) g 


If 


kiiowen to fnm 




yf h 


h 


1 


h 1 


h) 


that lyue in the 


h 


1 k, 




d 


h r 


k) 


irne theyr faces 


y 


fKrm 


Tl , 


f 


d 1 


y 


lackynge. xiiii. 


d 


) h 


F 






b) h 


dyd eate fleflhe 


m 




I 


f 


1 h 


> 


1 p 


d ly 


act faylynge m 


1 


Th 


f 


h 


f h 1 


f m h ue fearched by 




11 y f 


jld 


[ 


] !> 


limd 1 


ques and. xiih. 


h 




1 


f 


hj 


yh dd 


line ryght forth. 


P 


1) 


f, d 


h 


h, 


si> 


1 ey made many 




1 I 


f t> 


h 


b 


ge, contrary to 


1 f 
PP 


h 


h 


1 
m > 


n A 


f Td 


e, whofe inhabi- 
th thera. And 



But as th 
wyndynge 
th[e]oppii 
tauntes ar 

althowgh they loll the fyght of the northe (larre, yet dyd they euer dyrecte theyr courfe therby. For heinge 
in the. xl. [forty] degrees of the foutli, they lawe tlie nedle of the compaffe (lande as directly towarde the north 
as it dooth in the fea Mediterraueum : althowgh fun fay that it loofeth his force fumwhat. Abowt the poynt 
of the Southe or pole Antartike, they lawe a lyttle whyte cloude and foure flarres lyke voto a crofTe with three 
other ioynynge therunto, which refemble owre Septentrion, and are iudged to bee the fignes or tokens of the 
fouth exeltre of heauen. Great was the nauigation of the fleete of Salamon, but greater was this of Th[e]em- 
prours maieilie Don Charles kynge of Spayoe. The Argos of lafon whiche the antiquide placed araonge the 
ilarres, fayled but a lyttle way and a (horte vyage in comparafon of the ihippe Victoria whiche owght woorthely 
to bee kepte in the Arfenall of Siuile in perpetuall memory of fo famous an enterpryfe. The daungiours, 
paynes, trauayles and laboures of Vlyffes were nolhynge in refpecte of fuche as lohn Sebaflian fufleyned : 
whereby in the fcu[t]chion of his armes in the flcad of a monflrous or inuincible beafl, he woorthely gaue the 
woorlde with ihis circunifcription : PRIMVS CIE.CVMDEDISTI ME. (that is) Thou art the fyra that 
hath compalTed me abowL 

As touchynge the needle of the compaffe, I haue redde in the Portugales nauigalions that (aylynge as fane fouth as Cap. do 
Bona Speranza, the poynt of the needle ftyll refpected the nonhe as it dyd on this fyde the Equinoctiali, fauynge that it fumwhat 
trenibeled and deelyned a lyttle, wherby the force feemed fumwhat to be diminifllied, fo that they were fayne to helpe it with Ihe 
lode ftone. 



«: PVho fyrjl founde the needle of the compaffe, and the vfe therof. 
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and the vfe therof (as Blondus and Mapheus Girardus doo wryte) was one Flauius of Malpha 
a cilie in the kyngdome of Naples, of whome the Neopolitans glory to this day : and that by good reafon, for- 
afmuch as a citifen and neyghboures chylde of theyrs, was the fyrfl fynder of fo commodious and profytable a 
thynge, to the fecreate wherof fo many excellente wyttes as were before hym coulde not attayne, althowgh they 
hadde both iren and the lode (lone (cauled Magim) whiche are the materials of the needle. Next vnto 
Flauius, the chiefe commendation is dew to the Spanyardes and Portugales by whofe daylye experience, the 
fame is browght to further perfection, and the vfe therof better knowen: althowghe hytherto no man knoweth 
the caufe why the iren toucJied with the lode (lone, tumeth euer towarde the north flarre, as playnely appeareth 
in euery common dyali. In maner all wryters attribute this to a fecreate and hyd propertic, fum of the north, 
and other of the mixture or naturall temperature of elementes that is bctwene iren and the layde llone. If it 
bee the propertie of the north or north llarre, then (as the pylots make theyr rekenynge) neyther Iliulde the 
needle make anye chaunge or dyffer in northeilinge, (as in faylynge northeafte withowt the Ilande of Tercera 
beinge one of the Ilandes of Azores or Soria and two bundreth leaques from Spayne towarde the Weil Ead- 
weil) neyther yet fiiulde it lofe his office (as fayth Olanus) in pafTynge from the Ilande of Magncte, that is, the 
Hand of tjie lode (lone, which is vnder or neare abowte the northe pole. But howe fo euer it bee, or what fo 
euer bee the caufe, trewth it is that the nedie tumeth euer to tlie north although wee fayle abowt the fouth, 
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Wc owght therefore to vnderllande that the iode (lone (whiche wee falfely caule the adamant) hath heade, fiete, 
and alfo armes as fum fay. The iren that is rubbed with the heade, neiier ceafeth to turne dyrectly towarde 
the north, as is to fee in the dyals that are made to the foonne. The rubbynge of the fiete feruethe for the 
fouth: as doo lykewyfe the other partes, for other quarters and poyntes of heauen. 
Note here that yf a piece of this (lone, of the byggenefle of an e^e or a walnutte, or mo 
tmaule pieces as bygge as dyce or leffe, yet euery of thofe fmaule piefes, hath headde, foote, and ai 




C The Sitiiacion and byggenes of the earth. 

ST may to fume feeme a vaine thyng to feke the fituacion and byggenes of the earth, 
although it bee eafy to knowe, forafmuche as it is fituate in the myddefte of the 
worlde as the center of the fame, beinge enuironed and as it were borne vp of the fea 
which compaffeth it abowt Mela layth that the pyllers that fufteyne it, are Ealle, 
Weft, North, and South: which iayinge Dauyd confirmeth in the C. vi. [io6th] pfalme. 
Thefe foure are the mofl, notable pyllers or fullentadons that the earth hath in heauen, 
accordynge to the motions wherof, all vyages are ruled on the earthe, frome whenfe they 
haue theyr originall, as ei^endered of the dyuers qualities of vapoures and exhalations rayfed by the fonne 
and otherwyfe. Eratofthenes put none other fuftentacions then the north and fouth poles, and parteth the 
earth by the courfe of the foonne : which particion Marcus Varro dooth greatly conimende as agreable to reafon. 
The poles are firme and immouable as an exeltre abowt the which the heauen moueth and is therby fufteyned. 
They furthermore declare vnto vs vnder what parte of heauen wee bee, howe farre, and which way wee go, 
with alfo the largenes of heauen and commenfu ration of the earth. As for exemple : the llreyght of Gibraltar, 
(accomptynge from Spayne) is from the north, or to fpeake more playnely from the poynte of the eaithe that is 
or may be directly vnder the north pole, abowt. Uiii. [fifty-four] degrees which make, ijt, hundreth and. Ixxx, 
[980] leaques according to the common computacion of the Cofraographers and Aftronomers ; And is from the 
Equinoctial! line, xxxvi. [thirty-fix] degrees ; which added to the other, liiii. [fifty-four] make. [h.]xxx. [ninety] 
degrees, beinge the hole diftance from the north poynte to the Equinoctiall line diuydynge the earthe by the 
myddefte, and the quarter or fourthe parte of the hole circumference of the earth : the whiche how great it is 
in compafle and how many leaques or myles it conteynethe, is eafy to perceaue accomptynge euery degree, ix. 
[fixty] myles. But that yowe may the better perceaue what degrees are, I haue tliowght good to fpeake fumwhat 
more hereof. 



The meaForynjr* 



C What degrees are. 




ilN the owlde tyme theyr maner was to meafure the earth and the woorlde by furlonges, pafes, 
and fiete, as is to reade in Plinie, Strabo, and other wryters. But after that Ptolome founde 
degrees a hundreth and fiftie yeares after the death of Chryft, that maner of accompte was 
receaued as the beft. Ptolomie diuided all the hole body and face of the land and fea into 
three hundreth and fixtie degrees of length or longitude : and other as many degrees of bredth 
or latitude : fo that the hole globe of the baule beinge rounde, conteyneth as much in latitude 
as longitude. He affigned lykewyfe to euery degree three fcore myles, whiche make, xvii, 
[feuenteen] Spanyflhe leaques and a halfe : In fuch forte that the globe or baule of the earth meafured directly 
by any of the foure partes of the fame, conteyneth In circuite fyxe thoufand and two hundreth leaques. This 
computacion and meafurynge, is fo certeyne, that as it is approued of all men and founde trewe by experience, 
fo much the more is it to bee commended and had in admiration for that th[e]inuention hereof was iudged fo 
dyfficult by lob and the preacher, that no man had founde the meafure of limites of the fame. They name 
thofe degrees of longitude, that they accompte from foonne to foonne by the Equinoctiall line which reacheth 
from the Eaft to the Wefte by the myddle of the globe or baule of the earth. Thefe can not well be obferued, 
forafmuch as in this tract of heauen, there is no fyxt or permanent figne wheretinto the pylots maye directe 
theyr eyes or inftrumentes. For the foonne, althowghe it be a mofte cleare figne, yet doothe it dayely chaunge 
the place of ryfynge and faulynge, and keepethe not the lame courfe the day folowynge as the Aflronomers 
affirme. And althowgh there is no number of them that in trauaylyng flrange landes and feas haue fpent theyr 
gooddes and almofte theyr wyttes to fynde the degrees of longitude without errour as are found the degrees of 
latitude and heyght, yet is there none that hytherto hath any trewe knowleage therof The degrees of latitude 
or altitude, are they that are accompted from the north pointe to the fouth, (he commenfiiration or meafuring 
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wherby, is mofl. certeine by reafon that the north {larre is permane[nt] and remayneth flyll in one place, or at 
lead moueth abowt the pole which is theyi firme and iledfaft figne wherby they accompte theyr degrees and 
directe theyr vyages. By the degrees therfore accompted by thefe mofl certeine fignes, is vnfaylably meafured 
the hole circumference of the lande and fea, diuydynge the fame into foure equall partes in this maner. From 
the north poynte to the Equinoctiall, are. Ixxxx. [ninety] degrees : and from the Equinoctiall to the foutli 
poynt, other. Ixxxx. [ninety.] Ageyne on the contrary fide, from the fouth poyntto the Equinoctiall, are other. 
Ixxxx. [ninety] degrees : and from the Equinoctial ageyne to the north poynte, are as many. This may we 
coniecture by good reafon afwell of th[e]inferioure hemifphery wherof a great parte is knowen vnto vs by the 
nauigations of fuch as haue paffed the ftreyghets of Magellanus and the cape of Bona Speranza, althowgh we 
haue noo fuch cleare and nunifefl. relation as we ought to haue of the lande vnder the fouthe pole beinge the 
other exeltree of the worlde whofe fyght we lacke. For {as Herodotus fayth) yf there bee any lande of the 
Hyperboreans (that is fuche as are vnder the north) ther is alfo of the hypernotios, that is fuch as are vnder 
the fouth : which perhappes are they that lyue in the lande of the (Ireyghtes of Magellanus as nere vnto the 
other pole. But what thefe landes are, or of what greatnes we can haue no certeyne knowleage vntyl fum man 
(hal haue compaffed abowt the lands vnder the fouth pole as did lohn Sebaflian the circumference of the Equi- 
noctiall line. 

Thefe lafl: annotacions of the Indies, haue I tranflated owt of the bookes of Francifcus 
Lopes, wrytten in the Spanyffhe tounge to Th[e]eniperours maieftie : and partly alfo owt 
of the carde made by Sebaftian Cabot. 



C A denionjiration of the roundenejfe 'of the Earth. 




I Any ignorant men thynke that the earthe is not rounde onely by hidge- 
mente of the eye which is deceaued in manye thynges not only of the 
woorkes of nature, but alfo of fuche as are doonne by the flight and arte 
of man. For they fay : Howe can it bee rounde forafmuche as thowgh 
a man trauayle neuer fo farre eyther by land or fea, he feemeth euer to 
paffe as it were by a ryght line without any fuch circuite or compaffyngc, 
afcendynge or difcendynge, as perteyneth to all the partes of a rounde forme. The 
which obiection, as it is grofe and fimple, proceadyng of the narowneffe of the vnder- 
ftandyng of fuch as can not conceaue the large circumference of the lande and fea, euen fo 
may it be anfwered with this fimple demonftration. In a rynge that ferueth for the fynger 
of a mans hande, the fpace of halfe an ynche or lyttle more, is halfe a cyrcle. But in a 
rynge or cyrcle of bygger circumference, as in the hoope of a tubbe, halfe an ynche 
appeareth in maner a ryght line, althowghe it bee not fo in deede, forafmuch as it is not 
poffible for any parte of a circle to confift of a ryght line, neyther any parte of a line to 
confyft of a cyrcle, fithe the partes muft needcs bee conformable to the hole, confyftyngc 
of fuch vniforme partes as are in mathematicals. But not to wander to farre in thefe 
fubtylties, the greater that yow can imagen the circle to bee, fo Ihall a greater parte 
therof feeme a ryght line or playne forme : As for exemple, imaginynge a circle whofe 
diameter (that is meafure from fyde to fyde) confyfteth of a myle : in this circle a pole 
length or more, may feeme a ryght line, as yowe may otherwyfe multiply of the like 
infinitely : wherby it (hal appere that the large circumference of the earth well confydered, 
a muche greater parte of the circle therof then the eye of man conceaueth, may feeme to 
bee a ryght line, and he contynually to walke vppon a playne forme forafmuch as euery 
part of a circle is lyke vnto other as I haue fayde. This may fuffice for a fimple and 
briefe demonftration and induction for fuche as are defyrous to feeke furth to knowe the 
truth herof. 
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C What credit owght to bee gyuen to wryters as touchynge the woorkes 
of nature. 

He mode auncient wryter Diodorus, Siculus, in the fourth booke of his Blblio- 
theca, wryteth in this maner. if any man for the maruelous Oraungenes and noueltie of 
fuche thinges as are defcrybed in owre bookes, wyl not perhappes gyue credyt to owre hyflorie, 
let hym with lyght iudgement confider the difference that is betwene the ayer of the Scythians 
and the Troglodytes compared to owres, and he fliall the eafelyer perceaue the woorkes of nature 
and approue owre wiytynges. For owre ayer dyffereth fo much from theyrs, that it myght 
feeme incredible if experience were not more certeyiie then doubtfull reafon. In fume regions 
the coulde is fo extreme that greate ryuers are fo frofen, that laden cartes and armies of men pafie ouer the 
immouable ife. Wine alfo and Other moiH thynges are fo conieled that they may bee cutte with knyues. But 
this is more marueylors, that th[e]extreeme partes of fuche apparell as menne weare, are fo bytten with coulde 
that they faule of. Mens eyes are alfo dymmed : the fyre gyueth not his natural bryghtneffe ; and brafen 
velTelles and images are broken. Sumtime by reafon of thicke cloudes, thunders and lyghtnynges are neyther 
feene or harde in fuch regions. Many other thynges more marueylous then thefe hath nature wrought, which 
may feeme incredible to the ignorant : but eafy to fuch as haue experience. In the furthefl partes of Egypt and 
Trogloditica, the heate of the foonne is fo extreme abowt noone, that noo man can fe hym that (landeth by hym, 
by reafon of the thicke ayer caufed by the vapoures and exhalations rayfed by the heate. None can go withowt 
Ihoos but haue theyr fiete fuddeynly biyllered and exulcerate. Such as are a thyrft, dye immediatly except 
they haue drynke at hande, the heate fo falle confumeth the moyfture of theyr bodyes. Meate put in brafen 
velTelles, is fodde in Ihort fpace by the heate of the foonne withowt other fyre. Yet they that are borne and 
browght vp in fuch regions, had rather wyllyngely fufleyne thefe incommodities then bee inforced to liue other- 
wyfe : fuch a loue of theyr natiue countrey hath nature gyuen to all men : cuftome of continuance from younge 
yeares being alfo of force to ouercomme the malicioufneffe of the ayer, Neuertheleffe, thefe places of fuch con- 
trary natures wherby fuche flrange effectes are caufed, are not farre in funder or diuided by any great diilance. 
For, from the maryflhes of Meotis or Meotides where certeyne Scythians dwell in extreme coulde, many haue 
iayled with Ihyps of burden to Rodes in the fpace of ten dayes : and from thenfe to Alexandria in fouie dayes. 
From whenfe paifynge throwgh Egypte by the ryuer of Nilus, they haue arryued in Ethiopia in other tenne dayes ■ 
So that the nauigation from the couldeil partes of the worlde to the hottell regions, is no more thea xxiiii. 
[twenty-four] continuall dayes. Where as therefore the varietie of the ayer is fuch in places of fo fmaule diflance, 
it is no marueyle that the cullomes and raaners of lyuynge of the people of thofe regions, with the compiexions 
of theyr bodyes and fuch thynges as are engendered there, do greatly dyffer from owres. 
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C The preface to the booke of Metals. 




tliis booke of the Indies and nauigations I haiie thowght good 
to adde the booke of metals, for three caufes efpecially me 
mouynge : whereof the fyrft is, that it feemetli to me a thynge 
vndecent to reade fo much of golde and fyluer, and to knowe 
lyttle or nothynge of the natural! generation thereof, faeinge 
neuertlieleffe thynges not onely moll defyred, but alfo fuch with- 
out the which at this age the lyfe of man can not bee paffed ouer 
without many aduerfities, forafmuch as pouertie is hatefull to all 
men,andvertue nofurther edeemedthenit isfupported byryches, 
fyth nowe that ladythat reigned inSaturns dayes,is becommethe 
flaue to hym that was then her bondeman in that golden worlde, 
fo named, not for the defyre that men had to golde, but for 
th[e]iiinocencie of lyuynge in thofe dayes, when Mars was of no 
yy\^_^'9^-^^^^^^r'rjmm^^^\M -^ poure.and men thought itcrueltie bybreakynge thebones of owre 

IJ^ — ' — ^- -^J ■ niothertheearth,toopenawaytothe courte of infernal Plutofrora 

'-*-^ — ' ^ thencetogetgoldeandfyluerthefeedesofalmifchiefesandangels 

of fuch a god, whom the antiquitie (not without good confydera- 
tion) paynted blynde, affirmynge alfo that of hym golde and fyluer haue receaued the propertie to blynde the 
eyes of men. But fyth it is nowe fo that we (halbe inforced to feke ayde by that which was fiimtymes a myf- 
chefe, It reaeth to vfe the matter as doo cunnynge phifitians that can myniaer poyfon in proportion with other 
thynges m fuch forte qualyfyinge the malidoufneffe therof, that none Ihall therby bee intoxicate. Forafmuch 
therfore as golde and fyluer haue obteyned this prerogatiue that they are fuche ncceifarie euyls which the lyfe 
of man can not lacke withowt detriment, not only they but other metals alfo perhappes more neceffarie altbowgh 
not fo precious, are thynges woorthy to bee better knowen then only by name, fyth they are th[e]in{lnimentes 
of all artcs, the prices of all thynges, the ornamentes of al dignities, and not the leaa portion of nature wherby 
the contemplation of them is no leffe pleafaunte then neccflkry. But forafmuch as it is not here my intent to 
mtreate much of metals, I wyll fpeake of the feconde caufe ; which is, that if in trauaylyng ftrang[e] and 
vnknowen countreys any mans chaunce flialbe to arryue in fuch regions where he may knowe by th[e] information 
of th[e]mhabitauntes or otherwyfe, that lliche regions are fnitefuU of riche metals, he may not bee without fum 
ludgement to make further fearche for the fame. The thyrde caufe is, that althowgh this owre realme of Eng- 
lande be ful of metals not to bee contemned and much rycher then men fuppofe, yet is there fewe or none in 
Englande that haue any greate Ikyll thereof, or any thynge wrytten in owr tounge, whereby men maye bee well 
mftructed of the generation and fyndyng of the ikme : as the lyke ignorance hath byn amonge vs as touchynge 
Cofmographie and nauigations vntyll I attempted accordinge to the portion of my talent and firaple lemynge to 
open the fyrft dore to the enteraunce of this knoweleage into owre language, wherin I wolde wyflie that other 
of greater lemynge wolde take fume peynes to accomplyflhe and bringe to further perfection that I haue rudely 
begunne, not as an autour but a tranflatoure, leaRe I bee iniurious to any man in afciybyng to my felfe the 
trauayles of other. And wheras as concemynge the knowleage of metals, I was once mynded to haue tranflated 
mto Englyfhe the hole woorke of Pyrotechnia wherof I fynyffhed. xxii. [twenty-two] chapitures nowe more then 
three yeates fence, and lefte the copie therof in the handes of one ofwhome I coulde neuer get it ageyne 
(omyttynge to fpeake of other ingratitudes) I was therby difcouraged to proceade any further in that woorke. 
Neuertheleffe. fythe this hyftory of the Indies hath minillred occafion to intreate fumwhat of metals I haue 
ageyne tranllated three of the fyrft chapitures of that booke, which feeme moft neceflkry to bee knowen in this 
cafe. And hereof to haue fayde thus much m maner of a preface it may fufSce. 
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OF THE GENERATION OF METALLES AND 

THEIR MYNES WITH THE MANER OF FYNDINGE THE SAME: 

WRITTEN IN THE ITALIEN TOVNGE BY VaNNVCCIVS BiRINGVCZIVS 
IN HIS BOOKE CAVLED PyROTECHNIA. 

To his louynge frende Mafter Bernardino Moncellefe, greeting. 



IHereas I promyfed yow to wrytte of the natures of metalles in 

particular, I am nowe inforced to declare euery tliinge in generale, 

and efpecially of the places of their generation and their order, 

with the forme and maner of woorkynge in the fame, and the 

inflrumentes therto perteyninge. Vowe (hall therefore vnder- 

Ilande, that mynes of metalles are founde in the molle partes 

of the worlde, more or leife according to the diligence of witti 

fearchers: and fiiew them felaes (landlnge in the grounde in 

maner in fuche forte as the veynes of bludde are difparfed in 

the bodies of lyuing beailes, or like vnto the braunches of trees 

fpredde foorth diuers wayes. Wherfor, the diligent fearchers of 

mines, willing by a certeyne fimilitude declare howe the mynes 

are placed in the mountaynes, haue figured a greate tree full of 

branches planted in the myddeile of the bafe of a mountayne, 

frome the whyche are diriued dyuers and many bouwes and 

branches, fum greate and fum fmaule, muche like vnto verye 

trees that are in owlde woddes. They will alfo that in growynge, 

i h hea > g theyr nature the moUe difpofed 

d h h gh fl p rte of the mountayne, and there 

p tt f 1 1 fleade of bouwes and floures, 

w h fm 1 es of ponderous matter, or fuche 

n h y fli th m f lues vnto us, we may make firme 

d h d montlrations they (hewe more or 

If h rs d g to th[e]apperaunces which they 

d f f I f a-pply al their poflible diligence 

1 yng h f gn d owtewarde apperaunces declare 

n h h ym chaunced that many haue byn 

f by h m enter into the mountaynes with 

f 1 p he mineralles are ingendered and 

h y ca f {f ordynge therevnto, wheras they 

by y h m es knowe where the mines are in 

dg m i fli d m ke fearche for the fame neuer fo 

' the certificat and aperaunces of 

attentiue where they maye hope it 




they ener ingrofe them felues and reache tow i h h 
and neare matter, vntil the toppes of theyr b h 
(hewe furthe theyr felues with manifeile app 
certeyne lumofites of blewe or greene coloure m I 
other compofitions of tinctures. And when 1 y h m 
coniecture that fuche mountaynes are minerall nd th 
leffe, they are richer or porer of myne. Tl f 1 
fynde, take good courage vnto them : and w h h p 
with witte and expenfes to digge or gette owt f 1 1 
vnto them. And by this maner of fyndin^, f m t 
exalted to the highed degree of riches. Wh as h f 
the e)f e]s of confideration and right ludgem \ . 

comprehende in maner tlieire quantitie, they d p 
fltulde otherwyfe wander by chaunce, becaufe m 
the mountaynes, although he were of neuer f g d 
curyoufly by Htle and litle. It thai therfore m this i 
fignes, and to encounter the fame as nere as may be. 



afe be neceflary to (oh 

'ith ey[e]s and eaies eu< 
fynde any tokens of metalles, efpecially by enquyringe of Ihepardes and other anclente inhabitauntes of fuch 
regions in the which mineralls are engendered. And this I fpeake the rather for that I am perfwaded that at 
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the firfl fight of a mountaine, by reafon of the greate barrennelTe and roughnes iherof, and alfo by reafon of 
the great aboundance of waters that are engendered in the fame, a right good iudgeraente (hall not fuffice to 
coomme to certayne knoweleage that metall is contayned in fuch mountaynes, vntill the fearchers haue with 
charges and trauail caufed miners in fundry places to difcouer the fame. And therfore I alfo beleue that one 
man althowgh be bee neuer fo flronge, wyttie, and farre cafllnge, fhall not be able in a newe and ftraunge 
contreye, to fearche by fmaule portions not onlye all the mountaynes of one or moo prouinces which may 
bringe furth minerals, but (hall with muche difficultie fcarfely fulfice to fearche the fecreates of only one 
mountayne : In fo muche that fum confyderinge the di(ficultie hereof, are of opinion that in this effecte, it (huld 
be requyfite to worke by the arte of Negromancie, which I thynke to be a fable withowt further knoweleage. 
But I wolde that thefe necromancers ihuide tell me why this theire arte helpeth theym no further in the 
woorke after that they haue once founde the myne, if it be tiewe that they fay. Why (I fay) doth it not helpe 
them furthe as at the begynnynge to fynde the myne, fo confequently in the myddeft and the ende to brynge 
the fame to further perfection, as to gette it owte, to brynge it to fufion or meltynge, and to puritie or pourge 
it from droife, which doubtlefl'e it (hulde haue poure to doo if it may bee beleaued that it can doo the other. 
But forafmuch as fuch elfectes are fo fearefull and terrible, that they owght not or can not be practifed of al 
men, and alfo perhappes bycaufe fuch maner of woorkynge is not knowen, I thinke it not good to be vfed : but 
thinke rather by good reafon that this arte is fo much the more to be omytted and contemned, in howe much 
we are accudomed in the begynnynge of dyggynge of mynes, efpecially to caule for the grace of god that it 
may pleafe hym to be prefente with his ayde to owre doubtfuU and traualious woorke. Lettynge pafle therefore 
this deuylyUhe diuife of fuch beadly and fearefull men, I exhorte yowe to folowe the practife by the forefayde 
fignes minyftred vnto yowe by the benignitie of nature, bothe giounded vppon the foundation of truth and 
approued by th[e] experience of many practicioturs, not confydynge in woordes or promyifes of thynges vayne 
and incomprehenfible. With thefe fignes therfore (hall yow fearche the bankes and fides of the valleys, with 
the clytfes and ryftes of the (tones, and the backes, toppes, or ridges of the Montaynes: Alfo the beddes, 
chanels, and courfes of ryuers, lookynge diligently amonge theyr fandes, and the ruines of theyr foffes, amonge 
the whiche yow (hall often tymes efpie marchafites or fmaule fparkes of mjTies, or other dyuers tinctures of 
metal h by yow n y b certified that certeyne mynes are in fuch places, which yowe (hall exactly fynd by 
diligen and cunous fa h -ng the clyffes of theyr lyftes and dry places. After thefe aduertifementes, take this 
for a g n 11 f e ha all fuche places and mountaynes are mineral, owt of the which many fpringes and 
grea abu d un e of ude water dooth iflhewe, hauyng with theyr clearenes a certeyne minerall tafle, and fuch 
as at n b f n of he yeare chaunge theyr qualitie, beinge warme in the fprynge tyme and coulde in 

fomme And h h nge o ght yow to beleue the more when yow (hall fee the afpecte of fuch mountaynes 
to be rough, (harpe, and laluage withowt earth or trees. Or fo that yf there bee a lyttle earth found vpon the 
feme with a fmaule veyne of herbes or graffe yowe (hall perceaue the grenenes therof to be faynt and in maner 
wythered and dryed. And albeit that fumtymes alfo, mines are founde in mountaynes hauynge earth and 
frutefull trees in the toppes therof, yet are they for the mofl, part found in fuch wherof we haue fpoken. Of 
thefe other, there maye fewe fignes be gyuen, except to go by lyttle and lyttle to feke the bankes of theyr fydes. 
But amonge all thefe, the bed and mod certeyne figne that may bee gyuen, is wheras on the fuperficiall parte 
of the earth eyther on hyghe or belowe, the myne dooth diewe it felfe apparente to fyght. Sum there are that 
for a good figne do greately commende the refidences which certeyne waters make wher they haue reded for a 
time and beinge diyed vp of the heate of the fonne, do often times fhewe in certeyne partes of thejT refidencies 
dyuers tinctures of mynerall fubllaunce. Summe other are accudomed to take fuch waters, and in a veffell of 
earth or glaife or other matter, caufe them to boyle and vapoure away vntyll the dregs or refidence remayne in 
the bottome well dryed in the likenes of a grofe earth, of the which they make an aflaye eyther by the ordi- 
narie tryall of fyer, or after fume other maner as lyketh them bed. And by this meanes (althowgh they 
attayne not to th[e]exacte knowleage of the truth) yei do they approche to a certeyne knowleage of the thyng 
wherby they haue fum intelligence of what fufficiencie and goodnefle the myne is which they feeke, before they 
be at any great charges in folowynge the fame: Prouydynge alway that with all diligent aduertifement the 
places neare vnto the rootes of the confine mountaynes be curioufly fearched, with alfo the bankes and fydes 
of the felfe fame mountayne, and all fuch fuperficiall partes therof, where any dones are founde difcouered 
eyther of theyr owne proper nature or by the couvfe of water : prefuppofynge euer that it is in maner impoflible 
but that yf fuche mountaynes contayne any mynes, they mude needes fhewe furth fum floures, tinctures, or 
colours of theyr exhalations. Yet yf it (hulde fo chaunce that they do not this, the goodnes of the mine may 
be the caufe hereof forafmuche as eyther it is not of vaporable nature, or to be of fmaule quantitie, or els 
perhappes bycaufe the mountayne is greate and the myne very low or fo farre with in, that it is not fufficient to 
put furth any (ignes of fumofities. The caufe alfo hereof maye bee that fum done lyke vnto tliat cauled 
Alba/am {which I thynke to be of that kynde which we caule the greete done) or blacke and whyte marble of 
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1 J Ke and refyftynge nature, may be found to lye betwene and fo to lloppe the paflhges, that the fayde 
funof e may therby be hyndered to ariyue to the vppermofte parte of the earth; by reafon wherof, it is 
[.ofl ble hat fuche mountaynes may brynge furth trees and herbes forafmuche as the earth therof dooth reteyne 
1 tue and may nuryihe theyr rootcs not beinge incinerate or burnte with hotte and venemous vapours of 

the mynes ; fo that the Iboures of ravne or fluds with their courfes can not cary away the earth as in fuch places 
wher the fame is fjund fore drjei An I theriore \ppon futh mountaynes I haue feene great wooddes of 
cheffnutte trees, betthts ilfo lud okes with well cultured and frutfuU fieldes. So that to conclude, by the 
fignes of the rowghneife or barenneffe of the mountayne is not taken away but that other places may alfo 
haue plentie of mines whiche o i^ht to be fearched and foloiied But forafmuch as thefe fignes are of the 
natures of minerals I wyll fpeake more determmately of theym in the places where I entreate of theyr proper 
mynes; Not intendjnge here to faye muthe of thefe thynges m generall, but only to induce yow to fum clear- 
neffe of the fyrft lyght. And therfore that yow may gyue the more diligent aduertifment, I faye vnto yowe that 
all the mynes which yow fhall fynde by fuch fignes, by what meanes fo euer they fhall coome to yowre handes, 
whether they be found in flones, earthe, or fande, after that at the fyrile fyght they haue ihewed them felues to 
bee mynes of metals, yow owght to confyder of what ponderofitie of weyght they are: The which the greater 
that it is, fo much the more dooth it fliewe both the perfection and goodneffe of the fubftaunce, and alfo the 
more quantitie of the mine. And thus prefiippofyng that by the fignes or other meanes yow haue founde the 
mine, not yet fully perceauynge of what kynde of metall it myght be, to certifie yowe hereof and alfo of what 
quantitie it is, or hoive it is accompanyed or myxt with other, or lykewyfe of what puritie it is of it felfe, or of 
what euyll difpofition or malice it is founde to bee, it (ball herein be neceffary before yow be at any further 
charges therwith, to proue the fame by twoo or three aflayes or mo, as I wyll further declare in the particular 
place of aflayes. Beinge therfore certifyed of the myne, and of what metall it is, and alfo what quantitie it 
conteyneth, fyndynge it by accompte to bee fo profitable as to beare the charges, I exliorte yowe bouldely to 
gyue the fyrfte attempte to faule to niynynge, and with all poffible diligence to folowe yowr enterpryfe ; afl"ur- 
ynge yowre felfe, that of what fo euer mynerall matter yow fliall take aflay accordyng to the proportion of that 
pi[e]ce which yow tooke of the vppermoil or owtmoil parte of the mine for that purpofe, yow fliall fynde that to 
bee muche better and rycher whictie is further within the mountayne. And thus being certified by the aflay of 
what quantitie the thynge is that appered by the fignes, and of all other reafonable confyderations apperteynyng 
to the worke, yow fliall with al! celeritie difpofe yowr felfe to faule to dyggynge, to th[e]intent that yowe may 
lliortely eyther here enioye the frute of yowre trauell, or els where with better luccefl* proue jowre good fortune 
But in th[e]attempte of this enterpryfe, yow owghl principally to haue refpecte to the f tuatirn of the phce 
where yowe intende to make the begj'nnynge of yowr caue or fofle: Tvkynge good aduertifement that it be 
commodious for the labourers that fiial worke therein: prouydynge aboue all thjnges that t haue an eaf\e 
enteraunce into the mountayne, with leffe charges and in fliorter tyme to arrjue vnder the fignes which yowe 
haue taken: encounterynge the fame as muche as is poffible as it were bj i ryght line fjrR with ludgemente 
and then with workemanfliyppe, vntyll yow ftryke on the grofe mafle or bodye of the myne breakjnj,e m the 
courfe of the caue al matters of hard compofitions, as quarreys and (lones ouerthnart\n,e the fame ha ji ge 
euer refpecte to the owtwarde fignes whiche yow folowe, forecaftynge in jowre myn le how yowe n ay d rectlj 
arryue to the fame, euen as the maryners directe theyr courfe by thejr compaffe and f)ght ot the north flarrc 
Alfo byfyde that place where yow haue determined to make the enteraunce and begjnnjnge of the caue yow 
muft.e take choyfe of an other place, eyther on the front of the mounta\ ne or on the f) de that it maj bee ncire 
and commodious to make one or two or mo cotages for the commoditie and neceffitie of the woorkemen. One 
of thefe mufl. bee appoynted for theyr dormitorie where fum may red and fleepe whyle other woorke, and that 
yow may the more commodioufly be prefent and aflyftaunte to theyr doynges, diligently to beholde afl thynges 
and to conforte theira in theyr laboures : alfo to difpence and befl.owe theyr vyttayles as (hall bee nedefull, and 
to referue the fame in fafe cuflodie, with dayly prouifion of al thynges apperteynynge. The other muft bee as 
it were a fmythes forge wherin theyr wome and broken tooles muil bee renewed, and other newe made, to th[e]- 
intent that the woorke be not hyndered for lacke of ft.ore of neceflarie infl,rumentes. When thefe thynges are 
thus fynyfflied, with good prouifion of vyttayles and a fufficient number of expert myners, then in the name of 
God and good aduenture, caufynge a prefl,e to blefle the mountayne with all the flioppes, and to baptife the 
caue, dedicatynge it {as the maner is) to the holy Trinitie or to owr I^dy or to the name of fum other faynt 
which yowe haue in deuotion, with inuocation to theym to profper yowre attemptes, yow fhall with good 
courage and hope begynne to dygge the caue, with intente to folowe the fame withowte ceafynge as fiirre as 
yowre abilitie fliall reache, or vntyll yowe haue paifed ouer the lymettes fignified by the fignes before named : 
Takynge euer diligent heade that yowe begyn yowre caue as lowe as yow may at the foote of the mountayne, 
in fuch order that yowr myners fo continue and folow the fame by a right line, that they encounter the veyne of 
the myne by the Ihorteft. and lafetl way that may bee deuifed. For it often times chaunceth, that althowgh 
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the caue haiie byn wel be^unne, yet Iiatli it not byn well folowed, for that the myners beinge withdrawen from 
the ryght courfe by the hope of fuche braunches of mynes as ha.ue appered vtito them in the waye, doo often 
times decHne from theyr attempted courfe, and from the fignes which they owght to haue folowed. And 
byfyde other preceptes, fee that yow beare in memory to procure that in dyggynge, yow efchewe as muche as 
yowe niaye, the cuttynge of folte or brykell ilones, afwell for that it may bee daungerous for ruine of the caue, 
as alfo that it feldome chaunceth that any mynes are founde in fuch ilones. But yf yow fhal chaunce fo to 
fynde them that yow can by no meanes auoyde them, I confort yow that where fuche caufe of feare flieweth it 
felfe, both that yow lofe not the charges of the caue and for the better fafegarde of yowre woorkemen, it (halbe 
neceflary that yowe vfe all poflible diligence in well vphoMynge and fortyfyinge the caue with arches of waules 
trauerfed with (Ironge polles of tymber after the maner of framed beames, fufleyned with grofe and ftronge 
pyles made of goode and (Ironge tymber of oke or other great trees. And in this maner owght yow to proceade 
in dyggyng yowre myne that yow may with more fecuritie enloy the frute of yowr traiiayle. But in the owlde 
tyme they that dygged mynes (as is yet to fee in the caues iefte of them) folowed an other maner : fo that in 
the fteade of begynnynge the caue belowe at the foote of the mountayne (as doo the later myners) they beguune 



dygge theyr caue in the vpper or hy h 
after the maner of a pytte or a well, f 
euen vnto the depth, as the veyne (h 
mention, for that in th[e]oppinion of 
fynde that they feeke, then to dygge b 
theyr eyes eyther more or leffe as a lin 
well, fliall vnderllande that the later m 
to fee) of many more commodities an 
other : as the difficultie to defcende and 
mines, byfyde the trauaylous labour 
aboue al thynges, that they fhal not be 
they greatly increafe the charges and t 
helpe which fhalbe requifite to haue 
purapes, with fuch other inftrumentes n 
it often tymes chaunceth that although 
profitable and laudal 1 en rp f SI 
much better way and of n f u 
mountayne and to en no he ame d 

higheft backe therof. And h s b h h i 

eafier trauaile of the 1 bou Obf r g d j 

owtwardly, vfynge th m 1 1 an 1 o d 

inftructed euer to folowe the right way vt 

to the place of the grofe maffe or bodi h tr 1- 

layd tinctures, fumofites, and mineral fg 
cernynge this purpofe, I thincke it go d d 
I\nypruc and A!la where I contynued m 
mountaynes, by the myddeft. wherof a ry p ed 
all the montaynes that are there abow d d gr 
leade, althonghe alfo in maner euery ohm nd 

taynes, I fawe one in the whyche th[e] b 
of many fignes, beganne to digge a ca h 

appered vnto me) from the place wher h b 
they fawe any fparke or fliadowe of a Ad 

vnder the fignes they folowed, they we 
yarde and a haife thicke, which they p d h h 
commodious inilrumentes of iren hard d k 

this quarrey of Hone, they chaunced vppon a verye gre^ 
I was there, lookinge between h nd h 1 I 



of Albazano, and therin a voyd 1 1 f f 

hundreth men al at one time, h d f fti 
hauynge non other lyght then f d 11 
or myne Ihewe it felfe : and thu af d n 
thynge fuerly mariielous to be holde W 1 



h lar^ 



h daye difcouered the myne, dyggynge downewarde 

n me on the one fydej and fumtyme on the other 

h fyght: whereof I haue thought good to make 

duoth feeme much better and of more fecuritie to 

h by this meanes they haue euer the mine before 

h groffe malTe. Yet who fo confydereth the thynge 

n eaued the reafon of this woorke, in refpecte (as is 

1 h n rather of this maner of woorkynge then of the 

ca d the daungiour left, it bee ftopped vp by many 

w th the rockes and fragmentes of flones : And 

h aters whlche are often tymes fo abundaunt that 

of the mynes by reafon of the greate ayde and 

d the makynge of wheeles, troughes, pypes, and 

. p p o drawe owt the waters. And yet with all this, 

1 nually, yet flial they be inforced to forfake their 

ye (as yowe maye w^l vnder Hand) that it is a 

h d g^ g of the caue rather at the roote or fote of the 

p vpwarde, then to hegynne at the toppe or tlie 

mm d palVmge furthe of the water, and alfo for the 

g h chaunge of the fignes whiche appere vnto yow 

ayle on the fea. For hereby the myners thalbe 

b h conductinge of wytte and arte, they bee browght 

h le caufe, fontayne, and original from whenfe the 

d d nte furth to the fuperficiall partes. And as con- 

howe in the Dukedome of Aujlria, betweene 

w large vale enuironed with agreale number of 

h greate aboundaunce of water : and in maner in 

p of mine, wherof the mofte parte are of copper or 

id he fum portion of filuer. Amonge thefe moun- 

h ntrey dwellyng there abowt allured by the fight 

rof we hiue fpoken In fo muuhe that (as it 

cau hey had digged little leffe then tw o myles before 

g rnued with the caue m maner perpendicularly 

jne of the harde ftone cauled Albazano, of a 

b gr trauayle and longe tjme, and with the helpe of 

h Hones. And when thej had thus paffed through 

It vevne of the myne of copper ot fuch forte that when 

f w n ry fyde as it wore a wauie of the hard flone 

f 1 fyde to the other that more then two 

. d 1 b n J, ftome the hyghefte parte to the loweft, 

J n k in euery place where they faw the vre 

n 11} b h day and nyght, courfe by courfe, a 

h of h cau I iawe great abundaunce of mine panely 
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.t with the (lone of the vre, and partely chofen and feperated. Amonge thefe pieces, there was c 
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f p ' f f h bi^nes and weyght, that two good horfes with a light carre coulde 

f copper as I haue fayde. But to magnifie it they cauled it fyluer, 
h f 1 it furmounted the charges, whereas they had alfo the copper for 
1 fl 1 hat in the myddefl. of the caue, there was a chanell or gutter whyche 
f 11 m continually on euery fyde from the ruptures or broken places and 
h h hanel with fo vehemente a llreme, that I fuerly beleue that it might 
)11 I fo muche that in goynge in and comming owt of the cane, I remem- 
d f[ k ling of the waters from aboue and beneth, I was as wet as though 
I ne. Wherat I maruel the lelTe when I confyder that water is the 

fyrft and nearefl, prmople ol the whiche the fubllaunce of minerals is engendered. By reafon wherof, fuch men 
of vnderftandynge as haue fearched the natures of tJiefe thynges, argue hereby and take it for a gcnerail rule, 
that all thofe mountaynes owt of the whiche fpryngeth great abundaunce of water, doo alfo abounde with myne. 
The which thynge well confyderynge, and weyinge the greatnes hereof, I faule into this accompte with ray felfe, 
that if to the patrones of the fayde caue, the charges of the fame hadde byn a hynderaunce or greefe, eyther for 
the length therof, or for defpayre that they fliuld not haue found that they fought, they wolde furely haue for- 
faken it. And beinge nowe comme to this harde ftone after they had fuileyned fo great charges byfyde the 
trauayle both of raynde and body, if they (hulde then haue Icfte of theyr enterpryfe, they fiiulde not haue come 
to fuch ryches whereby they haue obteyned many commodities afwell profitable for them felues as alfo for thcyr 
lordes and princes, theyr countrey, theyr kinifolkes and famelie. Neyther yet iliulde they haue byn fo wel able 
to helpe theyr poore neyghbours as they haue doone by the meanes of the valientneffe of theyr conflant myndes 
and perfiHynge in fo good and commendable an enterprife. Wherfore to conclude, yow that wyll begynne to 
attempt any fuch thynge, mufl be of good courage and much pacience to folowe that yow haue begunne, at the 
leaft vntill yow knowe by the figties what the thynge is : hopinge euer that in goynge forwarde, the day folow- 
ynge (as it is poflible) fha) difcouer the thynge that yowe feeke and content your defyre : Wherof yow may bee 
the better affured, if yow well confyder that the moothers and matrices of mofl eflemed ryches, and the myntes 
of al treafures, are the mounta) nes 1 o the whiche (with the helpe of fortune and yowr ingenious indeuoure) 
yowHiall open the way, not only to f\nde the myne and arryiie to the belly of the mountaynes where fuche 
thynges lye hyd, but fhall alfo bee exalted by ryches to hyghe honoure and dignitie as they of whorae we haue 
made mendon before ; forafrauch as mud beningne and liberal! nature, dootlie open her lappe and promeffe 
good fucceffe to fuche as feeke rjchts by fuch honed meanes. The whiche way furely is muche rather to be 
folowed, then eyther the warre lull of troubles and miferie, or the careful! trade of nnarchaundies with ivander- 
ynge abowt the worlde, or fui.he other fadidious cares perhappes vnlawfull for a good man. And albeit (as 
fume men vfe to fpeake) the f>nd\nge of mynes bee an efpecial grace of God, neuertheleffe, forafmuch as we 
are borne to laboure, it flialbe neccffarj that we feeke the fame in fuche places where they are brought farth by 
1 kf dbyfhno fynde them, and beinge founde to dygge for them, and by this 

m h f G d h I plyinge owre owne diligence therto, with helpe of the difpofition of 

f i 11 dg A d J (hal not this only fuffice withowt fufficiencie of money able to 

nd h rke ; to th[e]ende that if yow can not fynyfOie it with yowr owne 

f pply h f b the ayde of other, eyther patrones or parteners. Bat let vs nowe 
f yfhfhthg Prefuppofyng therfore that yow haue alredy paffed the charges, 

d I f d h my } ught, but alfo haue brought furth to lyght a great quantitie therof, it 

fl 1 I b d f 1 { hyng h ly to be confydered before yow begin to dygge) wel to ponder and 

m b h 1 im d h hj ges as fhall occurre, and alfo of fuch wherof yow fliall haue neede : 

as tymber and woodde of all fortes, with water and vyttayles : of all the whiche, yow mufle haue great plentie : 
and efpecially of woodde, whereof yowe mufle haue great quantirie, afwell to feme to the proportion of the myne, 
as alfo to make coles to the vfe of meltynge, fynynge, dryinge, garboylyng, and fuch other broylynges, byfyde 
that which mud feme to fortifie tlie caue and to buyld flioppes and cotages with fuch other edifi[c]es. Diligent 
confideration mud lykewyfe be had to the fituacion of the place where the buyldynges flialbe erected : as that 
the plotte therof bee commodious with abundaunce of water hauynge a good faule. Alfo not onely of plentie 
of woodde and cole nere vnto the myne, but of fuch as may ferue the tume. And of all other in commodities, 
yowe mufle chiefely auoyde the lacke of water, as a thynge of greated importaunce and mod necelTarie in this 
effecte. For by the force and weyght of the courfe herof, wheeles and dyuers other ingenious indrumentes are 
adapted with eafe to lyfte vppe greate bellowes to make fyers of great poure, to beat with hammers of great 
weyght, and to tume myghtie and dronge engens, by the force whereof the trauayles of men are fo much 
furthered, that withowt fuch helpe, it were in maner impoffible to ouercome fuche tedious trauayles or to arryue 
to the ende of the woorke, forafmuch as the force of one wheele may l}'fte more, and tliat more fafely then the 
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paynefuH labour of a hundreth men. It (ha! therfore be needefull to haue great confyderation hereof, not only 
to make thefe edifl[c]es or houfes of office, but alfo to make them commodious for the purpofe, as for the cariage 
of myne and cole with other neceffaries. For if any of thefe effectes (hulde be wantynge, the corte, tyme and 
trauayle, fbulde bee caft, away : forafmuch as thefe thynges doo fo much the more relieue the one the other as 
they are ioyned togyther, and hinder the woorke not a lyttie yf any be feparate. But bycaufe thefe commodities 
can not euer be hadde all togyther, yowe owght to wey with yowr felfe which of the twoo fenieth for mo necef- 
ferie vfes, as eyther to haue the cole or the mine moll commodious to the houfes, and accordinge there vnto to 
place the houfes nere vnto the fame if the commoditie of water wyll fo permytte. Albeit, if it were poffible, it 
(hulde be much better if al thefe neceffarie commodities were ioyned togyther, whereas otherwyfe yowe nmfte 
contente yowre felfe as occafion ferueth. 

Nowe therefore to conclude, byfyde that whiche I haue declared vnto yow of the findings of the myne and 
the digging thereof with other confiderations, I exhorte yowe further to faule to practyfe with fum myne of your 
owne, that yow may therby take occafion to ryfe to the degree of ryches whyche yow defire. And therfore I 
aduertife yow that after yow haue founde the mountyane and begun to digge, yow (hal euer go forwarde with a 
boulde mynde and lloute corage, woorkyng with witte and ludgemenl, forafmuche as in this effecte the one 
femeth the other in the (leede of ey[e]s to enter where they can not Gyue no credit to that whiche many 
jgnorante folkes doo fay and beleue, affirminge that in digging for metals, they are founde rather by chaunce 
then by arte. The which although it were trewe, yet owght we to trufl more to art and practyfe then to chaunce. 
And when yow are nowe entered into the mountayne, beare well in memory that yow haue prefently with yow 
the tallie or ruler of the caue, wherby yowe may trauerfe the veyne of the myne when yow are coomme to it. 
For if yow (hulde folowe it by the courfe as it lyeth, it is poffible that yowe might folowe it a greate way not 
pafte the biggnelTe of a mans finger and perhappes leffe : By reafon wherof, it might happen that yow (huld lofe 
it and neuer find it ageyne. The like fhuld chaunce vnto yow if after that yow haue begun to digge a caue, it 
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that may folowe their 

lb fl n a finger. We may fay 

many haue doone, He therfore that hath 

y h[e]e(limation of the bafenes therof, and 

11 h p ffible diligence withowt remorfe, hopynge 



h by o 1 fl!" o obteyne honom' and ryches, then to auoyde (hame and infamie for omyttynge fo profitable 
en n e And hat yow may the more circumfpectly behaue yowr felfe in all thynges, befyde the former 
mft n f her aduertife yowe to fet euer fref(he men a woorke by courfe in fuch order, that in euery fixte 

o gh h (a cordynge to the number of the myners) yow appoynt fuch to the woorke as haue repofed or 

tak n h ) (I hat yow may by this meanes the fooner come to th[e]ende yow defyre, whereunto (after yowe 
hau 1 y 1 fo u a fundation) I exhorte yow to runne withowt a brydle. And wheras to thefe effectes it (halbe 
n fl" e o h u many inflrumentes adapted for the purpofe, I can none otherwyfe fpeake of them then in 
g n all nfydery ige that according to the nature of the place and the myne, it (halbe neceflary to vfe inftru- 
m n an 1 n tooles of dyuers formes, as there ought to be dilference in fuch wherwith yow fliall dygge in 
mjn g nd d in marble, greete Hone, and harde freefe ftone, or fuch other. For the dyggynge of fuch as 
a d d a I and tender ftones, as Alabafter and marie, it is requifite to haue apte and ftronge inftni- 

ro n g a beetels, mattockes and fpades of iren, alfo great and longe crowes of iren to lyfte great 

b d n iyk yf greate and fmaule picke axes fum of iren and fum of fteele ; furthermore greate maules with 
ha d 1 nd ho •% handels, and fuch other bothe of iren and fine (leele hardened, if the hardenes of ftone 
fl 11 f q J But as for fuch as fliall feme to dygge the mynes which are engendered in tender and fofte 

ftones, I neede make no mention of them, forafmudi as the tooles of the common forte may fuffice, and necef- 
fitie fliall dayly furthe[r] inftructe yow to diuife fuch as (hal feme for yowre purpofe. Albeit, for the mofte parte, 
they are beetels, maules, mattockes, pikes, (houels, fpades, and fuch lyke. But as well for the fofte ftones as for 
the harde, it (halbe neceflarye to haue great plentie of al fortes, to th[e]ende that the myners may lofe no tyme, and 
that the woorke may go the better forwarde to the comfort of the patrones of the mine. Byfyde thefe before 
named, it (hal! alfo be requifite to haue plentie of greate bafkettes, fpades, fliouels, fleades, and handbarrowes, 
bothe with wheeles and without wheeles t alfo fackes made of raw or vntande hydes to carye the fragmentes owt 
of the caue. It (hall furthermore be requifite to haue greate quantitie of vnctuous liquours to maintayne fire ; 
as are the oiles of olines, of nuttes, of line feede and hempe feede 1 Lytewife the roots of putrified trees, or 
talowe of beaftes, or fatte and oyles of fyflhes. For withowt the lyglit of fyre, it is not poffible for the labourers 



Hosted by Google 



362 



Of the gciicrafioii of ineiah. 



to woorke : Nor yet can any fyre be majnta)'ned in the caue except it receaue the ayer by fum refpiraclc or 
breathynge place by the meanes of a fundi or trunke of woodde or fuch other open inflrument «hurby the uycr 
maye be conueyed into the caue. 



C Of the my7ie of golde and the qiialitie thcrof in particular. 
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The which 1 1 „h b m I m a k 

not many that do care to knowe ofwhatfubftaunce or natural mixtion it confifleth. But that yowihuldenotbe 
one of theim that knowe it onely by name or fupcrficiall app[e]arence, I certifie yow that the originall and propet 
matter therof, is none other then elemental! fubftaunces with equall quantitie and qualitie proportionate the one 
with the other, moa perfectly purified by the fubtyle woorke of nature. For of thefe beinge thus ioyned togy hei 
(and of equall force) is engendered an amiable and moil perfect mixtion by the helpe of fermentacioii and 
decoction of the minerall heate, wherby is caufed fuch a permanent vnion betwene the fayde elemetites, that 
they are in maner infeperable : So that by the vertue of heauenly influence or of tytne, or by th[e]order oi n.oil 
prudent nature, or by all thefe caufes concurrant, fuch fubflaunce is conuerted into this metalline body that we 
caule golde. The which (as I haue fayd) by his much temperatenes, purenes, and perfect mixtion, is conden- 
fate and made thicke, in fuch forte that the elementes therof can not be vnbounde or loofed, fo that it rcmayn ih 
in maner incorruptible : The caufe wherof is, that it eyther conteyneth in it no maner of fuperfluitie, or the fame 
to be but very lytic. And hereof comraeth it, that althoughe it lye many yeares in the earth or in the water, it is 
not nf ted with rufl. or canker for that neyther of them are able to corrupte it, nor yet the fyer whofe for e 
d th nerate »r brynge to aflhes and refolue in maner all creatures : And yet is the poure hereof fo farre 

n bl t deflroy or corrupte this metall, that it is thereby the more purified and made better. Lykewyfe the 
f J le X rfecte vnion or mixtion, caufeth it to be a body withowt fleame, and withowt vnctuous or fat fuperfluitie : 

h h the caufe that it euer remayneth in the natiue bryghtnes and fayrenes of coloure, in fo much that when 

t rubb d vppon any thynge, it leaueth not behynde it the tincture of any blacke or yelowe colour, as doo in 
n n 11 other metals : Nor yet hath it any taHe or fauour that may be perceaued to the fence. Furthermore, 

f b aten eyther wyllyngly or by chaunce, it is not venemous to the lyfe of man, as are fum of the oth r 
m t 1 but is rather a medicine curynge dyuers difeafes. In fo much that nature hath gyuen vnto it of peculi ar 
1 p t a vertue and priuileage to conforte the weakenes of the harte, and to gyue ioyfulnes and myrth to tde 
fp t d fpofynge thereby the mynde to magnanimitie and attemptes of great enterpryfes. Which fingular 

] I ti fum wyfe men aflirme that it hath receaued by th[e]influence of the fonne, and that it is therfore of 
f h g e and poure to helpe men : efpecially fuch as haue many great bagges and chelles full therof. To co n- 

1 1 h rfore, this metall is a body tractable and bryght, of coloure lyke vnto the foonne : And hath In it 

n d ly fuch a naturall attractiue or allurynge vertue, that beinge feene, it greatly difpofeth the myndes of men 
t d fy it and elleme it as a thyng moil precious : although many there are whiche crye owt ageynfl it and 
a f t as the roote and fede of moil pelliferous and mondrous couetoufneffe, and the caufe of many otiier 
myf h ues. But whether it bee the caufe of more good or euyll, we entende to lette paffe this difputation as a 
th>nge nprofitable. To proceade therfore as I haue begun I fay (as before) that the woorthynefle which is 
found n it, hath caufed me to intreatc of it before any other metall. And this the rather for that th[e]orde of 
th p el nte worke [fee]meth fo to requyre, that I may the better defcende to the degrees of other metals, to 
thfelende that in thefe owre partes of Italy, yow may haue fum inftruction of practife, whiche may redounde 
from yow to other, whereby the myndes of all men may receaue fum lyght: bemge well affured that newe 
informations, wilbe the feedes of other newe wittie diuifes in the vnderflandynges of fuche men as with tl.efe 
keys (hall open theyr wyttes to arryue to fuche places whyther they can not els coomme or by any meanes 
approche. And nowe therfore, byfyde that which I haue fayde vnto yowe in generall, I wyl further in particular 
declare the nature hereof and the generation of the fame, with alfo the figncs whiche it fhewcth furtli, that I 
do not orajtte any thynge. LaR of all, I wyll fliewe yowe howe it owght to bee pourged from lup-^rfiuou 
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earthynes of the mine, after that I fhal haue expreffed the maner liowe it is founde. But forafmuch as I haue 
not with mine eyes feene the mountaines which conteyne the mynea of golde, or the places where this thynge 
is put in practife, I wyll only Ihewe yow (hauynge made diligente inquifition for the iame) what hathe hyn 
toulde rae of credible perfons, or what I haue gathered in readynge of dyuers autoures, by whom I am certified 
for a truth that the greatefl plentie of this metall, is founde in Scilhia, in thofe prouinces which we commonly 
caule the Eafl partes, where the foonne extendeth his chiefe force and vigour. Of thefe places India is thought 
to be the chiefe, and efpecially thofe Ilandes which the fhips of Th[e]emperours maieflie and the kynge of 
Portugale haue founde of late ; as the Ilandes about Ferit and Paria with the Srme lande of the fame which 
extendeth it felues very farre on both fydes the Equinoctial). In Europe alfo, golde is founde in many 
places; as in AJlefia, and in many places in Boheme. Alfo in Hungarie, in B-hene, and in Apfa. Plinie fayth 
that it is lykewyfe founde in Aujiria and in Portugale : and that the Romans had from thenfe yearely. xxiiii. 
[twenty-four] pounds weyght And thus fpeak)Tige of this precious metall, I beleue certeynly, that it is and may 
be engendered in all fuche places wher the influence of the heuens difpofeth the elementall caufes to brynge furth 
an apte fubftaunce for this piirpofe. But nowe intendynge more particularly to fpeake of the places of the con- 
ception hereof, yowe (hall vnderllande that it e nd d u dyuers kyndes of flones in great and rowgh 
mountaynes, and fuche as are vtterly bare of e 1 g , or herbes. And amonge all the ilones of this 

myne, that is bell, which is of a blewe or afu ne 1 u e Ijke vnto a faphire, and is commonly cauled Lapis 
Lazuli. But it is not bryght and harde as is the f ph e Is alfo founde in orpemente cauled Auripigmentum : 
but more often in the mynes of other metals. I lyk wjf founde in many prouinces in the lindes of ryuers. 
That which is founde in the mountaines lyeth o de of yn s betwene quarrey and quarrey ioyned with the 
f yd A \ n and myxte therwith. They faye that this myne is [o much the better in howe much it is 

h h d f h ghe colour, fhewyng in it many fparkes of gold. They fay furthermore that it is engendered 

h fl Ijke vnto falte marble : but it is of a deade colour. And alfo in an other whofe colour is 
} 1 h y redde fpots within it. They aiiirme lykewyfe that it is founde in certeine blacke Ilones. 

h f fp d dyuers wayes much like the courfes of ryuers. They further declare that it is founde in a 

rt b m earth, of coloure lyke vnto cley and very heauy, hauynge in it a great fauour of brymdone : 

And h h 11 which is founde in this, is very good, and in maner all togyther fyne, yet very harde to bee 
g bj f it confyfleth of fo fraaule fparkes lyke vnto inuifible atomes of fuch lytelneffe that they can 

1 1 b p ed with the eye. And herein may yow not do as in LapisLazuli, or other ilones, or as the 

n n d h that which is found in the fands of ryuers : the which the more it is wafllied, the more it 

f 1 h h b le : and in meltynge with the mother of his eavthines, doth incorporat it felfe therwith in a 
bn k! f b But in fine, with much pacience and by one meanes or an other, or by the helpe of quicke- 

fyluer, it is drawen owt. Ageyne (as I haue fayde before) it is found in the fandes of dyuers ryuers, as in Spayne 
in the ryuer Ta^ : in Tracia, in Ebro : In AJia, in Patolo and Ganges. In Hungarie and Boheme, it is founde 
in Lafiefia in dyuers ryuers : And in Italic, in the lands of Tefino, Adda, and Po. But not euery where in the 
beddes of theyr chanels, but in certeync particular places where in certeyne cloddes the fande is difcouered in 
the tyme of the ouerSowynge of the ryuers when the water leaueth behynde it a fine fande wherwith the layde 
golde is myxte in the forme of certeyne fmaule fcales, and Ihynynge graynes. Then in the fommer feafon, with Tiie-asi 
pacience and ingenious practife, the fearchers to pourge it from the grofe earthinelTe of the myne, and wafflie it of golde. 
diligently ; preparynge for that effecte, certeyne tables made eyther of the tymber of plane trees, or elme, or 
whyte nuttes, or fuch other woodde apte to be fawen, hauing theyr playnes made ful of hackes, and notches, with 
the helpe of the fawe or fuch other indrumentes of iren. Vpon thefe tables (landynge fumwhat a flope or 
declynynge, with a holowe fliouel they caft a great quantitie of water myxt with the fayde fande, which they cafl 
fo, that the water runne downe direcdy alonge with the tables. And by this meanes the gold, as a matter mod 
heuy, fauleth to the bottome of the fawne hackes, and there reflynge and cleauynge fafl, is fo diuided from the 
fande. When therfore they perccaue a fufficient quantitie of golde thus remaynynge on the tables, they gather 
it with diligence and put it in a trey or great fhallowe dyilhe of wod lyke vnto thofe which the golde finers vfe : 
And in thefe they waflhe it mote exactly ageyne and ageyne from al fylth or vnclenlynefle. This doone, they 
beate or mixte (or amalgame it as they caule it) with Mercuric or quickfyluer, whiche afterward they feperate 
ageyne from the fame eyther by ilraynyng and preflynge it through a bagge of lether, or by flyllynge or 
euaporatynge the quickefyluer from it in a flyllatory of glaffe and fo fynde they the golde remaynynge in the 
bottome of the vefl^ell in the lykenes of fine lande, which they brynge into a metalline body by meltynge it with 
a lyttle borage, or fait petre or blacke fope, and fo cafl it eyther in the forme of a wedge or a rodde, or other- 
wyfe as lyketh them beil. And this is the esacte maner of drawynge golde owt of the fandes of riuers, which 
many haue vfed to theyr great commoditie : And that the rather bycaufe that in folowyng this order of woorke 
in the poui^nge and diuydynge of golde, it (hall not bee requifite as in other maner of practifes, to bee at greate 
charges by reafon of many men which (hall be needefdl, with manye murals, fomaces, fiers, and dyuers artificers : 
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wheras in woorkyng after this forte, one man may fufiice with one table and one holowe fliooiiell, with a lyttle 
q'lickefyluer and fufficient abundaunce of water. But lettyng paffe to fpeake any further of thefe thynges : 
perhappes fumme man wolde here demaunde from whenfe this golde is deryued into the fandes of the fayde 
ryuers, and whether it be browght thyther by the water, or engendered there. As touchynge which quellion, I 
Iiaue often tymes deliberated with my felfe not withowt great marueyle ; and efpecially of that which is founde 
in the landes of the ryuers of Tefino, Adda, and Po, bicaufe (wheras I haue fayde before that it is browght 
thyther by the courfe of the water) I can not perceaue from whenfe it fhuld be browght, forafrauch a; there is 
no myne of golde, or of any other metal that is knowen, nere to any of thofe places. By reafon wherof, my 
iudgemente is in maner confounded, feinge alfo that it is th[e]oppinion of certeyne wiyters, that it is engendered 
euen where it is founde : The which, if it fo be, it is not trewe that it is browght thyther by the water. Ageyne, 
if it be engendered there, it feemeth to me a dyfhcult thyng to comprehend whether it be brought furthe there 
by the vcrtue of the water or the earth, or the heauen. If furthermore any of thefe flmid be the caufe of the 
generation hereof, it fcemethe agreable to reafon that it (hulde bee both founde and engendered throughowt all 
the beddes of fuch riuers, and at al tymes. And if the influence of heauen be the mofl prepotent caufe of 
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hanginge and holowe rockes which may conteyne the lubdaunce of golde t Or otherwyfe, that in fuch places, there 
are oidinarie mines in the hyghe mountaynes or other fuperficiall owt places, perhappes inceffable and eyther fuch 
whyther men can not come for extreme heate or cold or other hynderaunces, or els fuch as they haue contemned 
to fearche : And yet the lame to bee fo confumed by the force of water as we haue fayde, and by the courfe 
therof to bee caried into the ryuers. It may alfo chaunce that fuche mynerall earthes bee farre within the 
mountaynes neare vnto fuch ryuers : And that in the fpace of many yeares, die fprynges iflliewynge owt of the 
fame, may eyther bee dryed vp (whiche thyng hath byn feene) or els tume theyr courfe an other way So that 
it is no maruayle if in fuch a multitude of yeres, the trewe originall of thefe thynges bee vnknowen euen vnto 
them that dwell nere fuch places. But in fine, howe fo euer it bee, trewe it is that golde is founde in the fandes 
of many riuers : And particularly (as I haue noted) in the forenamed ryuers. And if therefore I haue mar- 
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ynge which thynge, Plinie alfo in the. xxxiii. [th rty d rl] 1 oke of h s naturall hyflorie, wryteth the lyke to haue 

chaunced in Dalmatia in his tyme. The wl cl (if t \ ee tre ve) fuerly the hufbande men of thefe fieldes ihall 

reape heauenly and not earthly frutes, fent them of god fro n heauen and browght furth of nature withowt theyr 

trauayle or arte. A grace doubtleife moft efpec al fyth tl at f great a quantitie of earth graunted to the 

poifeffion of men, in maner onely this is tho ght woorth) fo 1 j^'' a priuileage. But what fhall I fay of tliat 

vi\iemi Alberliis Magnus wryteth in his booke of mmerals afiim)nt,e that he hath feene golde engendered 
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deade mans heade : And that the (ame beinge founde by chaunce in dyggynge, and perceaued by the weyght 
and coloure to conteyne fum minerall fubftaunce, was proued by experience to holde a portion of fine golde 
mixte with finaule fande. And in deede his woordes feeme to found to none other fence but only that this 
precious inetall was engender[e]d there by the great difpofition of the place and Rronge influence of heauen : 
The which fuerlie is a thynge hardely to be beleued. Yet confyderynge th[e]autoritie of fo greate a clerke, 
with the force of the fuperiotir caufes and the maruelous poure of nature, I had rather gyue fayth hereto then 
raiJhely to tontemne the iudgement of fo greate a clarke. And forafmuche as I haue begun to tell yow of thefe 
effectes, I wyll not oniytte to fliewe yowe of a flraunge thynge which chaunced alfo in a part of Hungarie, where 
a myne of gold was fo found by chaunce and vnfought for, that it may neuerthelefle be an aduertifement to 
other to fearche diligently. So it is therefore, that a woman of the contrey beinge accuftomed to reforte with 
her bucke of clothes to wafihe them in a certeyne foffe or dike where ranne a lyttle water, and vfynge to beate 
and nibbe them vppon a Hone which feemed commodious for her purpofe, chaunced at the length by her good 
fortune to efpie on the llone, a veyne of golde trauerfyng or ouertwhartinge the lame abowte the byggenelTe of 
a grofe packe threede, ihewynge fayre and bright by reafon of her much rubbynge. Wherat marueylynge dayly 
more and more, at the length opened the matter to her familiers : who conferrynge with fuch as hadde better 
Ikyll of the thynge, founde it in fine to bee a veyne of pure golde : And that the quarrie of that Hone, trauerfed 
the courfe of the water of the folfe. Remotiynge therfore the water, and turning the courfe thereof an other 
waye, they beganne to dygge and folow the mine which hath now continued certeine. C. [hundred] yeares fence 
it was fyrfl found : And hath not onlj greatly enriched that contrey. But alfo all Chriflendome hath had great 
commoditie by the fame, This haue I rehearfecJ vnto yow the rather that yow fliulde not bee negligent in any 
poynt or omitte any figne or token wherebye )owe may bee certified of greate thynges : not contemnynge the 
(hadowe of any fmaule tokens but afwel to gyue attentyue eare and eye vnto them, as to feare and forefee all 
fuch thynges as may hynder. For (as jow ma) hereby well perceaue) if credit had not fyrfl, byn gyuen to the 
woordes of the fimple wooman, and the th) nge afterwarde well folowed, perhappes they fliulde neyther nor euer 
hereafter haue enioyed the frute of fo great a commoditie. Men therfore of good courage folowynge fuche 
ryche fignes, dyd nother feare the fmaulenefle ot the ^eyne or hardneife of the flone ; prefuppofynge by good 
reafon that golde and fyluer can not lyghtly bee founde in fo fmaule quantitie, but that the fame flial be able to 
furmounte the charges. And this the more, in howe much the further yowe (hall enter into the flone, as 
chaunceth commonly in all other mynes. Albeit, the practifed fearchers, faye that the myne of golde is not 
founde in fuch great quantitie as are the mines of other metals. Wherin although perhappes they lay trewly, 
yet dooth it not folowe but that golde also maye be; founde in greate quantitie. And fuerly it feemeth to me,that 
the benignitie of nature hath graunted large quantities thereof to the worlde, and that much hath euer bjTi and 
is founde amonge men, confyderynge in how many places it is dayly gathered afwe! in mountaynes as in 
landes of ryuers, byfyde that whiche is founde accompanied and ioyned with other metals. A further profe 
hereof may that bee, which is confumed and hydde by the dyuers inuentions of men : As that whiche the 
paynters befl.owe in adoumynge theyr woorkes : And goldefmythes both in gyltynge other metals and alfo in 
makynge dyuers woorkes of maflie golde : byfyde that which the woorker of clothe of golde and arras doo 
confume : with fuch as imbrotherers and fylke woomen fpende abowt the vanities of men and womens apparell 
and tyrementes. Alfo fuch as is confumed vppon trappers and fumimentes for horfes, with gylted hameffe and 
fuch other fumptuoufnefle as perteyneth to the warres and magnifical buyldinges of noble mens honfes and 
temples : Byfyde that alfo whiche the couetoufneffe of men hath hydde in (Ironge waules, and buryed in the 
grounde, inclofed in chayned cofers locked with triple keyes ; And that which ferueth to the dayly vfes of men 
and wandereth about the worlde through the handes of marchauntes. The whiche thynges well confydered, 
who fo thinketh that nature bringeth furth but lyttle golde, fhall perceaue that there is greate quantitie therof in 
the worlde, although there bee but fewe that haue fo much as may fatiffie the thirfl. of theyr coueCoufnefle. And 
to fpeake particularly of Italie, althoughe there bee no myne of golde knowen in it, yet by the vertue and 
diligence of good wyttes, it hath euer and at all ages byn more ryche then many other ptouinces : Notwith- 
ftandynge it hath ofl:en tymes byn fpoyled and ouerrunne of dyuers nations, as nowe of late in owre tyme by the 
cniell handes of the Barbarians which entered into it abowL xl. [forty] yeares pafl,e. But who knoweth (as hath 
chaunced in the dayes of owre valient prediceffors) whether Godde wyll ageyne gyue vs occafion to chaflife them 
and fo to inuade theyr regions that wee maye woonne owre owne ageyne with increafe of dowble vfurie. Or if 
he wyll not permitte this, perhappes he wyll graunte vs to fynde fum ryche myne of golde. For, confyderynge 
and feynge that this OH-re region of Italie is replenyfllied with as many excellent thynges as in maner heauen 
can gyue to any habitable place, it is not to bee thought that this benefite of golde fliulde bee wantynge, wheras 
it bryngeth furth fuch plentie of al other mines except this of golde and tynne. And yet doo I verely beleue 
that it is not withowt the mynes of thefe alfo, although they be not yet difcouered to the knowleage of men : 
As I am perfuaded bothe by the golde that is founde in the fayd ryuers, and alfo by the dyuers and fundry 
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meaiie minerals which are foiimle in many places and adiudged of the practicionars to bee certeyne cleare 
tokens of theyr proper and natural agentes. But for that they are not found, felte, or feene, we owght not 
therby to affirme that they are not. To conclude therfore, I thinke that in owr partes of Italie, pure golde is 
none other wayes founde (excepte that which is currant amonge the marchauntes) then after twoo fortes, wherof 
the one is that which is founde in the tandes of ryuers : And the other, that whiche is gotten by the induilrious 
and fubtyle art of partyng gold from new fyluer, or from giltyng fyluer, or other metals which hold gold, as there 
are in manor but fewe which hold not fum fmaul portion therof, more or lelfe according to the mixtion and 
pemianencie of theyr fubftances, or accordynge to the qualitie and force of the pianettes which expreife theyr 
influence in the generation of them. And in fine, this is the golde that which is founde in owre partes of Italic. 
Nowe therfore to returne to tlie matter whereof is owre chiefe intente to intreate, hauynge before fpoken fuffici- 
ently of the generation and inuention of the myne of golde, I wyll further declare vnto yowe howe it owght to 
be pourged from earthly fuperfluitie, and efpecially that whiche is founde lyinge in the forme of veynes, and 
although I haue not feene the edifi[c]es and engens wherwith the myners are accudomed to get it owt, yet wyll 
I (hewe yow howe by other practifes I haue learned to pourge it, that yow may not bee without fum knowleage 
yf your fortune ilialbe fo good as to fynde any in Italy. When yow haue therfore dygged owt the myne and 
placed it in order, yow owght to confider in what kynde of ilone it is engendered. And if it bee in that which 
is cauled Lapis Lazuli, then mufte yow fo drawe owte the golde that yowe alfo iaue the (lone, bycaufe perfecte 
Afure is made therof, and fuch as the paynters caule Azurro OUrafiiarbw, that is, Afure of beyonde the fe:i, 
which they greatly efleme and bye it deare. And to do this, it is neceffary that yowe fyrll beate it into fine 
ponder, and then put it in a trey or brode treene dyfflie, and waflhe it fayre and cleane with water. This 
done amalgame or rubbe it well with quickefyluer vntyll it haue lycked vppe and drawne al the golde into it 
and left the (lone pure of it felfe. Then Urayne the quickefyluer from the golde through a bagge of ielher, or 
vapour it away in a (lyllatorie of glafle : And thus (hal yowe fynde the golde in the bottome of the vcffell in 
maner pure without quickefyluer, as I haue fayde before. And if yow haue no refpccte to faue the flone, it 
(hall fufRce to vfe the common experience, meltynge it in a fomace in a bayne or tefl.e of leade. But in my 
opinion, the bed maner to brynge it to pureneffe, is fyrfl, to burne the mine with a gentell fyre in an open 
fornace, and to fufFer it to euaporate well if it bee not in fuch flone as yowe defyre to faue. Then grynde it in 
a raylle or beate it with peftel'es adapted with a wheele vntyll it be browght to fine pouden And when yow 
haue wel waflTied it and fo much waded the fuperfluous earthynelfe therof, then put it in a telle made 
accordynge to the quantitie of the fame, and melt it therin with leade whiche yowe (hall confume partely by 
vapoure and partely with drawynge it owt by the fyde of the telle (as is the maner) vntyll yowe come to the 
pure golde whiche yowe fliall in fine brynge to perfecte pureneffe in vtterly confumynge the remanent of the 
leade with vehement fire increafed by the helpe of dronge bellowes. And this is the vniuerfal maner which 
yow may vfe not only in pourgynge the myne of golde, but alfo the mynes of all other metals. 




The workes of 
Miilc nittales. 



i®° Of the myne offiltier and the qualitie therof. 

Flere are (as I vnderdande) diners opinions emonge the practitionars of the mynes, whether 
fyluer haue a proper myne by it felfe or no. The reafons of fuche as writte of the natures of 
mineralles, and th[e]autoritie of the mod, perfuade me to atfent to the affirmatiue : Not only 
to fee the naturall matter didincte, as is to perceaue in the mynes of golde, copper, leade and 
otJier metals whiche in theyr mynes are found pure by them felues without mixtion, but alfo 
that I vnderdand that there hath bin found likewyfc certeyne pieces afwell of this mettall of 
filuer, as of gold and copper, browght to his lade fyneffe by th[e]only worke of nature. And 
tills dooth Georgius Ap-kola a lemed man of Germany confirme in his booke of minerals where he writteth 
that in Saxonie there was found in a caue a piece of mineral filuer of fuch bignes, that the duke the prince and 
patrone of that place, caufed a chayre and fquare dyninge table after the maner of Almanye to be made therof 
withowte any further woorke of mans hande : Gloryinge often tymes that in this thynge he furmounted the 
greatnefle and magnificence of the Emperoure. But in deede (excepte copper) I haue feene no metall taken 
owte of the caue pure withowt his vre. Yet doo I beleeue it a thynge poflible, confyderinge the greate force and 
poure of nature, th[e]ende of whofe woorkynge euerintendeth to bringeallthynges to perfection as farre as it is not 
otherwyfe hjmdered. Yet (as I haue fayde) of the mofl,e parte of tliofe mynes whiche I haue feene, none of 
theym haue byn withowt mixture, not only of the earthe of their owne proper myne, but haue byn atfo myxte 
with other metals : And efpecially this of fyluer more then any other, excepte onlye that which was digged in 
Schio, in Vkeniina. And therefore not withowt fum fhadow of apparent reafon, haue fiiche doubles rifin 
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amonge the practitionars of the mynes. And yet (as I haue fayd) I beleue tliat filiier may haue and hath ]iis 
proper mine, forafmuche as euery fubdaunce that maye be conuerted into metall, may afwell ftande by it felfe 
pure in his owne kynde, as eyther feperate or mixte with other, as is often times feene in one mafTe in the 
whiche diuers metals are conteyned and engendered by nature. And by this meanes it often cbaunceth that 
he that fpeaketh of the mine of filuer, may with the fame brethe and withowt diflinction, fpeake alfo of all other 
n le f fmuche as there are but fewe mynes which are not mixte with other. But bycaufe the mode 
n bl nii ry che metals haue obteyned the prerogatiue to be eflemed aboue other, cherfore the name of the 
myne s oyuen to them wher they are mixte with other : as the mynes which holde copper, leade, or iren, 
( do b mofle parte) yet if they holde alfo golde or fyluer, they are cauled gold mynes or fyluer mynes, 
a d f, nto that which is founde in them to bee of moll value. But to lette pafie this matter, yowe 
(h 11 fu h vnderftande that when fuche mynes are mixte of dyuers metals, they fiiew furth fo much 
h n 1 ucrs and variable fumofites of tinctures and marchafites, as fignes where they bee and of what 

pu n 11 forafmuch as euery of them according to theyr natures, exalte theyr colours which they fiiewe furthe 
to the eye, fum in the fimilitude of afurine or blewe (tones, fum greene, fum yelowe, and fum of vndiftinct 
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■olours accordj if 1 m xtures of the fyril matters of metah, which is alfo the caufe diat 

they are found 1 (f n Nowe to fpeake more particularly of this metall of fyluer, the 

philofophers fp 1 rs f n rail by g faye that it is engendered of fi'.bflaunce more watery then 
fyerie, of corapl nfm dflgmkn comparifon to gold : receauynge more of th[e] influence of the 

moone then ohf athrf gdd more in coulde regions nerer vnto the moone, then in hotte 

regions vnder h f fH If f p re elementes, although fumwhat crude and vndygefled in refpecte 

of the elemei f Id y b pi 1 ■ perceatied by theyr colours, weyght, and fixation. The practi- 

cionars affirm h g d ed n 1 n lyke vnto A/bazatio, and alfo in an other Hone of a ruffet, deade, 

and darke col Ad f n ) f nie in an other (lone lyke vnto Treuertino or in Trfueriim it felfe. 

The myne hereof, is very ponderous, and hathe in it often tymes certeyne (hynynge graynes : The which howe 
much the leffe they are like to the poynte of a needle fo muche is the myne founde to bee the perfecter, 
bycaufe this is a token of pureneffe and (ixion. And when it is founde in a whyte (lone, or leade (lone, it is fo 
muche the better, bycaufe it maye be the eafyer pourged from the ilone and earthyneffe. When alfo it is 
founde lyinge as it were loofe amonge certeioe fcales or cloddes of earth, they faye that it is perfecte, although 
it haue not to the eye fuche refplendence as other are wonte to haue. They fay alfo that it is engendered in an 
earth of darke ruffet colour : And that when it is founde in this, it is of great quantitie and perfection, and that 
there is great plentie therof within the mountayne : This alfo to be fo much the better in howe mucJi more it is 
(hynynge of the coloure of iren or redde. And that yowe may the better comprehend the fignes of the myne of 
the forelayde metall, yowe (hall vnderiland that euen togyther with the myne, eyther where it is fyrfle founde, 
or nere vnto the fame, yowe (hall fee certeyne marchafites of yelowe coloure lyke vnto golde. The which, the 
more they holde of fuche hyghe colour, fo much the more do they (hewe adu(l or burnt matter and heate, as 
thynges contrary to the nature of theyr metals. And therfore accordynge to the degrees of fuche colours, 
yow may in maner iudge of what fatnes or leaneneffe the myne is lyke to bee. Such marchafites therfore 
as (hewe the bell fignes of the goodne(re of theyr mynes, owght in coloure to approche to whytenefTe as 
much as may bee, and to confyfl of fmaule graynes, and not in greate quantitie. And this is a generall rule of 
all marchafites, that howe much the narower and leffe they are, the more do they (hewe the goodneffe of theyr 
myne. This myne of fyluer is alfo often times founde in a veyne of great quantitie, and yet fo leane in 
qualitie that it wyll not beare the charge of the dyggyng, bicaufe it is founde in a harde ilone lyke vnto 
A:bazano, beinge verye harde to bee dygged or broken. Sum tymes alfo, it is found in the company of 
copper or leade : The which lykewj^e if it do not furmount the value of the charges, it is not to bee 
folowed. Otherwbyles alfo, it fo cbaunceth that thefe thre metals are founde accompanyed togyther in one 
myne 1 In whiche cafe it (halbe neceflarie to vfe aduertifement of arte. And prefuppofynge that yowe defyre 
to feparate the fyluer frome the other metall, it is neceflarie that yowe increafe the leade. But if yow palTe 
not to faue neyther the fyluer nor the leade, but only the copper, it (halbe requifite to proceade with longe 
and great fyers vntyl the weakeil matters bee confumed. But this owght to be doone efpecially in fuch mines 
as hold iren. Yet neyther for this or thofe, can there any general rule be gj-uen, but that accordynge vnto 
theyr qualitie and nature, fo owght they to be diuided : And this fo much the more in that they are often 
tymes mixte with fum drye earthe, or with a quantitie of antimonie or arfenike, which are matters aUogyther 
euaporable and bumte, or of harde fubftaunce to bee reduced to fufion or meltynge : In fo much that the 
artificers fumtymes beinge ouercumme of them, leaue them as thynges vnprofitable. Wherof there can none 
other caufe often times be gyuen, then theyr owne ignoraunce by reafon of extraordinarie and longe fyers whiche 
they gyue them. And therefore they woorke inordinately in fuch kynd of mynes, except they accompanie them 
in the fufion or meltynge with fuch thinges as may defende them from the fyer. For wheras is fuche abun- 
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daunce eyther of burnte matter, or of fuperfluous wateryneffe, wherof the one is cauled Sulphur or brymtlone, 
and the other Mercurie or quickfyluer not fixed, or arfenike, it is necefiarie that the one burne the fyluer, and 
the other cary it a way, fo that of the myne there reileth none other then an earthye fubftaunce infufible and 
not able to bee molten. To lane the iayde myne theiefore it (halbe requifite to vfe difcretion with much 
pacience and conueniente meanes, fyrile after the common maner of woorkynge to euaporate the myne (as wee 
haue fayde) or withowt euaporation to grinde it fmaule ; then to waffhe it often, and in fine, if not by great 
fyers, at the leafle by great baynes or tefles of leade to pourge it And to brynge this effect the more eafely to 
paffe as much as may be, after that it is grounde yow owght to proue in the fame grindynge or in an other, 
if it may be amalgamed with Mercurie which is the beil maner of profe, if the myne bee of a drye nature : And 
I knowe that it hath bynne vfed of many to theyr greate profyte : And efpecially in thofe forte of mynes which 
I Iayde before to bee dygged in Vigentina in Schio, beinge very ryche and good. Proue it therfore. For all 
kyndes of mines do not receaue it. And of this wherof I haue fpoken, I haue intelligence that there hath bynne 
pieces founde holdynge a fourth part of fyluer, and fum more then halfe. And this was founde lyinge in maner 
in the fuperficiall parte of the earth ; and fum tymes in pathes and high wayes. It hath alfo bin founde vnder 
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the rootes of fuche trees as 1 byn 
mynes whiche I haue feene n h d 
that I haue feene any bette \ h 
fyluer : and emonge other, h h 

men caufed a caue to bee 1 gg d 
twyfe into high Almanye to f h 
to practyfe at my returne. I f 
very good and ryche ; hold 
And doubtlefle we Ihuld h b 

betwene Maximilian Th[e]empi 



Ihr^^daoi, 



n by tempefle : and this very perfecte. So that emonge all the 
ice, as in Camia and in many other places, I can not faye 
nany caues wherof the moll parte are of copper holdLn_^'e 
1 m n i Auanzo, where I in the company of certeyne other gentle- 

A d bj f he hole charge was committed to mee, I wente by occafion 
y f 1 untrey, wherby I might haue the better experience to faule 

h h If nde the mine which we had taken in hande to folowe, to bee 
h 1 nces and a halfe of fyluer in euery hundreth of the myne. 

d m loditie hereby if fortune at that tyme had not rayfed warre 

; and the fignorie of Venece : which was the caufe that thofe places of Frioli 
and Camia, coulde not be quietly inhabited : whereby we were enforced to forfake owre enterpryfe, and to rafe 
and deflroy th[e]order which we had begunne. And \>y reafon that the warres continued longe, we were con- 
flrayned to diuide owr company, where I alfo departed an other way, hauyng euer in mynde to folowe owre 
attempted enterpryfe when better oportunitie Ihulde feme. In the meane tyme returnyng ageine into hyghe 
Almanie, I made more diligent fearche to knowe the mynes then before ; and went to Sbozzo, Plaipcr, /["]■ 
fpruch, Alia, and AroUinbergk : frome whenfe I wente into dyuers places of Italy. So that to conclude, 
the mod and bell mynes whiche I haue fene to holde mofl. of fyluer, are thofe that are founde in 
Vkentina in certeyne ftones of a dark grey, or ruffet colour, as I haue fayde before. And nowe 
for a generall aduertifement, I wyll not omyt to tell yow, that when yow haue attempted to 
dygge any mynes, and haue founde the marchaiite and the myne myxt togyther, yowe 
fhall leaue of yowre woorke, bycaufe it fignifieth that the myne is neare to the fuper- 
ficiall part of the earth, and that it is of but lyttle quantitie. And thus as 
touchyng this myne of fyluer, I can fay no more fauynge that I haue not 
yet Ihewed yowe the maner of pourgynge it from earthely grofenes 
and to brynge it to perfect metall. But bycaufe I haue deter- 
myned to fpeake largely hereof in the proper place of the 
fufion or meltynge of all metals, I haue thowght 
good to fpeake no further of this matter at 
this prefente. 
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THE MANER OF WORKYNGE IN GOLDE 

MYNES IN EGIPTE IN OWLD TYME, AFTER THE 

DESCRIPTION OF DIODORVS SICVLVS, WHO WROTTE HIS HISTORIE 

cauled Bibliotheca, fumwhat before the dayes of th[e]emperoure 

Octauianus Auguftus, and before th[e] incarnation of 

Chrifl; abowt. xl. [forty] yeares. 

He wryteth therefore in his fourthe booke as foloweth. 

■IE haue not thowght good to pretermit howe golde is founde, digged, and wrought amonge the 
Egiptians. In tlie confines therefore of Egipte where it borthereth with Ethiopia and Arabia, 
there are certeyne places frutefull of metalles, owt of the whiche, golde is digged with great 
laboure and expenfes. For a blacke earthe of minerale nature, hath certeyne vaynes of mode Gold m » black 
white marble exceadinge bright and (hyninge. The furueyours of this woorke, haue affigned 
them a great company of men to woorke and coyne golde. For the kinges of Egipte are 
accuflomed to appoynte to thefe paynefull trauailes, all fuche as haue byn conuicte for cer- 
teyne crimes and condemned by lawes, or taken prifoners in the warres, or fuche as haue byn committed to 
prifon through the indignation of princes who by this raeanes haue bothe great vantage by theyr laboure, and 
punyfiie them fufficiently for theyr offenfes. For barbarous and (Irange fouldiers of diuers languagies, bare rule 
oner them and keepe them to theyr worke, in fuche forte that th[e]ufe of fpeache beinge taken from theym, they 
can not bee corrupted by loue or intreatie. They drawe golde owt of the hardeil earth decocte with much fyer. 
The fofted llone which is broken with meane labour, is di^ed with inftrumentes of iren by the trauayle of many 
thoufands of men. The fcrier which deceraeth the veines of the myne, go[e]th before the workemen, appoynt- 
ing them the places where they ihall digge. The marble Hone whiche he iheweth theim, they breake and 
cleaue with wedgies of iren by the mere ilrength of theyr bodies withowte arte. They make theyr fofle or caue, 
not right furthe, but as the bright nature of the golden marble leadeth them, beinge otheni'yfe darke and obfcure 
by reafon of theyr fundry tumes and bendinges diuers wayes. The labourers caryinge lyght before theyr for[e]- 
heades, digge great ilones owt of the myne, whyche they let faule on the ground. From this labour they neuer 
reft, inforced to contynual woorke with ftrokes and contumelious woordes. Children of th[e]age of xil [twelue] 
or, xiii, [thirteen] yeares or vppewarde, are diuided into two companyes, whereof the one breake the ftones into 
fmaule pieces, and the other cary furth that which is broken. They that are paft th[e]age of. xxx. [thirty] 
yeares, receaue the fayd broken ftjDnes at theyr hands and beate them in veffels of ftone with maules of iren, to 
the quantitie of tares or fytches : which afterward they caft into many milles, whereby the laboure of two or 
three women or owlde men to euery mylle, they are grounde as fmaule as meale. The fylthineffe of the bodies 
of thefe labourers, is apparent to all men. For not fo muche as their priuie members are couered with any 
thinge : And theyr bodies byfyde fo fylthy, that no man can beholde them withowt compaffion of theyr miferie. 
But no pitie, no rede, no reraiflion is graunted them, whether they bee men or women, younge or owlde, fycke 
or feeble : But are all with ftrokes inforced to continuall labour vntyl the poore wretches faynt and often tynies 
dye for extreme debilitie : In fo much that many of them for feare of theyr iyfe to coomme (which they thynke 
woorfe then the prefent payne) preferre death before Iyfe. When they haue thus grounde the ftones very 
fmaule, they caft that fubllaunce vppon brode tables incljTiynge fumwhat (liepe or ftandynge a flope, and caft 
water thereon, fterynge continually the fayde pouder of marble : by the meanes wherof the earth and vre of the 
myne is wafflied away, and the golde as the heauier matter remayneth on the tables. When they haue doone 
thus often tymes, they ouertume the golde continually with theyr handes and rub it with thynne fpoonges, owt 
of the which they preffe a fofte earth, and thus continewe vntyli the pure metail remayne lyke vnto golden fande. 
After that this preparation is fynyfthed, other woorkemen receauynge it at theyr handes by meafure and weyght, 343 
caft it into earthen pottes, puttynge thereto a certeyne portion of leade, with branne of barly, and weedes of 
the fea cauled reites or oafe. Thefe thynges proportioned accordingly, they clofe the pottes diligently with Aig^. 
cley, and fo let them ftand in a fumeffe with fyer for the fpace of fyue continuall dayes and nyghtes. In which 
fpace, al other thinges of contrary mixture beinge confumed, only the goide is found in the veffels, fumwhat 
diminyflhed of the fyril weyght And by this labour and diligence is golde poffefTed in the furtheft parte of 
Egypt. Wherby, euen nature her felfe teacheth vs howe laborious it is in fyndynge, tedious in purfuinge, daun- 
gerous in keepynge, and in vfe conftitute betwene pleafure and forowe. 
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ITFIE DISCRIPTION OF THE TWO VIAGES 

MADE OWT OF ENGLAND INTO GVINEA IN AFFRIKE 

AT THE CHARGES OF CERTEYNE MARCHAVNTES ADVENTVRERS 

of the citie of London, in the yeare of owre Lorde. 
M. D. LIII. 




Tat lliefe vyages to Guinea are placed after the booke of Metals as 
feparate frome other vyages, the caufe hereof is, that after I had 
delyuered the layde booke of metalles to the handes of the 
printers, I was defyted by certeyne my frendes to make fumme 
mention of thefe viages,that fum memorie myght thereof remayne 
toowrpofleritie if eyther iniquitie of tymeconfumyngeall thinges, 
or ignoraunce creepynge in by barbaroufneffe and contempte of 
knoweleage.Ihulde hereafter bury inobliuLonfowoorthyattemptes, 
fo much the greatlyer to bee eflemed as before neuer enierpryfed 
by Englyfilie men, or at the lealle fo frequented as at this prefent 
tiiey are and may bee to the greate commoditie of owre mar- 
chauntes, if the feme be not liyndered by th[e]arabifion of fuch 
as for the conqueftynge of fortie or fyftie myles here and there, 
and erectynge of certeyne fortreffes or rather blockhoufes amonge 
naked people, thinke them feiues woorthy to bee lordes of 
ha'feihe worlde,enuying that other (hulde enioy the commodities 
which they them feiues can not holy poifeffe. And although fuch 
as haue byn at charges in the difcouerynge and conquellynge of fuch Jaiides, owght by good reafon to 
haue certeyne priuilegies, preeminencies, and tributes for the fame, yet (to fpeake vnder correction) it may 
feeme fumwhat rigorous and ageynll good reafon and confcience, or rather ageynft the charitie that ow^ht 
to bee amonge Chryilen men, that fuch as violentely inuade the dominions of other, (huld not permit other 
frendely to vfe the trade of marchandies in places neuer or feldome frequented of them, wherby theyr trade is 
not hindered in fuch places where they them feiues haue at theyr owne election appoynted the martes of theyr 
trafike. But forafmuche as at this prefente it is not my intent to accufe or defend, approue or iraproue, I wil 
ceafe to fpeake any further hereof, and proceade to the defcription of the fyrd viage as briefely and faythfully as 
I was aduertifed of the fame by th[e] information of fuch credible perfons as made diligent inquifition to knowe 
the truth hereof as much as fhalbe requifite, omyttynge to fpeake of many particular thynges not greatly necef- 
farie to be knowen : whiche neuertheleffe with alfo th[e]exact courfe of the nauigation, iTial be more fully 
declared in the fecond vyage. And if herein fauoure or frendlhyppe Ihall perhappes caufe fum to thinke that 
fum haue byn (harpely touched, let them laye a parte fauoure and frendihippe and gyue place to truth, that honefl 
men may receaue prayfe for well doinge, and lewde perfons reproche as the iull flipende of theyr euyll defertes, 
whereby other may bee deterred to do the lyke, and vertuous men encouraged to proceade in honefl attemptes. 
But that thefe vyages may bee more playnely vnderftode of al men, I haue thowght good for this purpofe 
before I intreate hereof, to make a breefe defcription of Affrica beinge that greate parte of the worlde, on whofe 
Wefle fyde begynneth the coaft of Guinea at Cabo Verde abowt the. xii. [twelve] degrees in latitude on this 
fyde the Equinoctial! line, and two degrees in longitude from the meafurynge line, fo runnynge from the north 
to the fouth and by eaft in fum places within v. iiii. and. iii. degrees and a halfe within the Equinoctial!, 
and fo furth in maner directly eaft and by north for the fpace of. xxxvi. [thirty-six] degrees or there abowt in 
longitude from the Wed to the Eaft, as (hall more playnely appere in the defcryption of the feconde vyage. 
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A BREEFE DESCRIPTION OF AfFRIKE. 




N Affrica the leffe are thefe kyngedomes i The kyngedome of Tunes, and Condantina which is 
at this day vnder Tunes, and alfo the region of Bugia, Tripoh, and Ezzab. This part of 
Afrike is very baren by reafon of the greate defertes, as the defertes of Numidia and Barcha, 
The principall portes of the kyngedome of Tunes are thefe : Goletta, Eizerta, Portofamia, 
Boua, and Stora. The chiefe cities of Tunes, are Conftantia and Boua with dyucrs other, 
Vnder this kyngedome are many Ilandes, as Zerbi, Lampadola, Pantalarea, Limofo, Beit, 
Gamelaro, and Maha where at this prefente is the greate mailer of the Rodes. Vnder the 
fouthe of this kyngedome, are the great defertes of Libia. Al the nations [of] this Africa the 
less, are of the fecte of Machomet and a ruilicall people lyuynge fcattered in vyllages. The befte of this parte 
of Afrike, is Barbaria lyinge on the coafte of the fea Mediterraneum. 

Mauritania (nowe cauled Barbaria) is diuided in two partes, as Mauritania 'I'ingitania, and Cefarienfis. 
Mauritania Tingitania, is nowe cauled the kyngdome of Fes and the kyngedome of Marrocko. _ The principall 
citie of Fes, is cauled Fefla ; and the chiefe citie of Mairocko, is named Marrocko. Mauritania Ceferienfis is 
at this day cauled tlie kyngedome of Treniifen, with alfo the citie cauled Temifen or Trelenfin. This region 
is full of defertes, and reacheth to the fea Mediterraneum to the citie of Oram with the porte of Maffaquiber. 
The kyngedome of Fes reachethe vnto the Ocean fea from the Wea to the citie of Alalia : and the porte of 
the fayde kyngedome is cauled Salla. 

The kyngedome of Marrocko is alfo extended aboue the Ocean fea vnto the citie of Azamor and Aza,fi 
whiche are aboue the Ocean fea towarde the Well of the layde kyngdome. In Mauritania Tingitanea (that is 
to fay in the two kyngedomes of Fes and Marrocko) are in the fea, the Ilandes of Canarie cauled in owlde time 
the fortunate Ilandes. Toward the fouth of this region, is the kyngedome of Guinea, with Senega, laiofo, 
Gambra, and manye other regions of the blacke Moores cauled Ethiopians or Negros, all whiche are watered 
with the ryuer Negro cauled in owlde tyme Niger. In the fayde regions are no cities ; but only certeyne lowe 
cotages made of bouwes of trees plaflered with chauke and couered with Ilrawe ; In thefe regions are alfo very 
great defertes. 

The kyngedome of Marrocko hath vnder it thefe feuen kyngedomes : Hea, Sus, Guzula, the temtorie of 
Marrocko, Duchala, Hazchora, and Telde. The kyngedome of Fes hath as many : as Fes, Temefne, Azgar, 
Elabath, Errifi, Caret, and Elcauz. The kyngedome of Tremifen hath thefe regions : Tremifen, Tenez, and 
Elgazaet, all which are Machomeriftes. But all the regions of Guinea are pure Gentyles and Idolatours withowt 
profeiTion of any religion or other knowleage of god then by the lawe of nature. 

Africa the great, is one of the three partes of the worlde knowen in owlde tyme and feuered from Afia, on 
the Eall by the ryuer Nilus : On the Wed, from Europe by the piUers of Hercules. The hyther part is nowe 
cauled Barbarie, and the people Moores. The inner parte is cauled Libia and Ethiopia. Afrike the leffe is m 
this wyfe bounded : On the wed it hath Numidia : On the eafl Cyrenaica : On the north, the fea cauled Medi- 
terraneum, In this countrey was the noble citie of Carthage. 

In the Ead fyde of Afrike beneth the redde fea, dwelleth the greate and myghtye Emperour and Chryftian 
kynge Prefler lohan, well knowen to the Portugales in theyr vyages to Calicut. His dominions reache very 
farre on euery fyde : and hath vnder hym many other kynges both ChryRian and hethen that pay hym trybute. 
This myghty prynce is cauled Dauid Th[e]empenDur of Ethiopia. Sum wryte that the kynge of Portugale 
fendeth hym yearely. viii. [eight] fbyppes laden with marchaundies. His kyngedome confineth with the redde 
fea, and reacheth farre into Afrike towarde Egypte and Barbarie. Southwarde it confineth with the fea towarde 
the cape de Buona Speranzo : and on the other fyde with the fea of fande cauled Mare de Sabwne, a very 
daungerous fea, lyinge betwene the great citie of Alcaer or Cairo in Egypte and the countrey of Ethiopia : In 
the whiche way are many vnh^bitajble defertes continuinge for the fpace of fyue dayes iomey. And they affirme 
that if the fayde Chrydian Emperour were not hyndered by thofe defertes (in the which is great lacke of vittayles 
and efpecially of water) he wolde or nowe haue inuaded the kyngedorae of F^ypte and the cirie of Alcayer. 
The chiefe citie of Ethiope where this great Emperour is refydent, is cauled Amacaiz beinge a fayre cirie, whofe 
inhabitauntes are of the coloure of an olyue. There are alfo many otiier cities, as the citie of Saua vppon the 
ryuer of Nilus where Th[e]emperoure is accuHomed to remayne in the foommer feafon. There is lykewyfe 
a great citie named Barbaregaf: And Afcon from whenfe it is fayde that the queene of Saba came to 
lerufalem to heare the wyfdome of Salomon. This citie is but lyttle, yet very fayre and one of the chiefe 
cities m Ethiope. In the fayde kyngdome is a prouince cauled Manicongni, whofe kynge is a Moore 
and tributarie to Th[e]emperour of Ethiope. In this prouince are many excedynge hyghe mountaynes vppon 
the wlrich is fayde to be the earthly Paradyfe : And fum fay that there are the trees of the foonne and moone 
whereof the antiquitie maketh mention : yet that none can paffe thyther by reafon of greate defertes of a 
hundreth dayes iomey. Alfo beyonde thefe mountaynes, is the cape of Buona Speranza. And to haue fayde 
thus much of Afrike it may fuffice. 
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? yeare of owre Lorde. M. D. LIII. the. xii. [twelfth] day of 
^ill, iayled from Porchemoiith two goodly (hyppes, the Prim- 
: and the Lion, with a p)aineire cauled the moone ; beinge all 
1 fumyfihed afwell with men of the luftieft forte to the number . 
feuen fcore, as alfo with ordinaunce and vyttayles requiiite to 
1 a vyage ; Hauynge alfo two capitaynes, the one a Uraunger 
led Antoniades Pinteado a Portugale, bome in a towne named 
porte of Portugale, a wyfe, difcrete, and fober man, who for 
cunnynge in feylynge beinge afwell an expert pylot as poly- 
e capitayne, was fumtyme in greate fauocre with the kynge of 
:tugale, and to whom the coaftes of Brafile and Guinea were 
amytted to bee kepte from the Frenchemen to whom he was 
erroure on the fea in thofe partes : and was furthermore a 
itkman of the kinge his mafters houfe. But as fortune in 
ner neuer fauoureth but flattereth, neuer promifeth but 

jeaueth, neuer tayfeth but caileth downe ageyne, and as great 

wealth and feuour hath alwayes companions emulation and enuie, 
he was after many adueriites and quarels made ageynft hym, inforced to come into Englande : where in this 
golden vyage he was euyll matched with an vnequall coompanion and vnlyke matche of moft fundry qualities 
and conditions with vertues few or none adoumed, with vices dyuers and many fowly fpotled, knowen of many 
without profyte, and defyred of fewe or none for his wyckednes : whofe fmaule acquayntaunce was profitable to 
all men, and his familiar conuerfation an vndoinge, that happye was the man or woman that knewe hj'm not, he 
for his gooddes and fhe for her name. In fine, vnfortunate was the coompany that had owght to doo with hym : 
in fo much that it was no maruayle that fo goodly an enterpryfe with fo noble a furniture of men, Ihyppes, and 
ordinaunce of all fortes, with all kynde of vyttayles and that of fo great abundaunce, had fo fmaul fucceffe : 
which could be none otherwyfe wher fo foule a fpotte dyd blemyfThe, ye rather deface the reft. Thus departed 
thefe noble Ihyppes vnder (ayle on theyr vyage. But lirft this capitayne Wyndam, puttyng furth of his (hyp at 
Porchmouth, a kynfeman of one of the headde marchauntes, and ihewynge herein a mufter of the tragical partes 
he had conceaued in his brayne, and with fuch fmaule begynninges nuryflhed fo monftrous a byrth, that more 
happy, yea and bleffed was that younge man beinge lefte behynde then if he had byn taken with them, as fum 
doo wyfJhe he had doonne the lyke by theyrs. Thus fayled they on theyr vyage vntyl they came to the Ilandes 
of Madera where they toke in certeyne wynes for the ftore of theyr ihyppes, and payde for them as they agreed 
of the price. At thefe Itandes they met with a great galion of the kynge of Portugale full of men and ordi- 
naunce : yet fuche as coulde not haue preuayled if it had attempted to withilande or refyfl owre fhyppes, for 
the which caufe it was fet furth, not only to lette and interrupte thefe owre fhyppes of theyr purpofed vyage, 
but all other that (huide attempte the lyke : Yet chiefely to fruftrate owre vyage. For the kyng of Portugale 
was fmiflerly informed that owre ihyppes were aimed to his caftel of Mina in thefe parties, wheras nothing leffe 
was menL 

After that owr fhyppes departed from the Ilandes of Madera forwarde on theyr vyage, began this woorthy 
capitaine Pinteados forowe as a man tormented with the company of a terrible hydra who hytherto flattered with 
hym and made hym a fayre countenance and (hewe of loue. Then dyd he take vppon hym to commaunde all 
alone, fettynge nought bothe by capitayne Pinteado with the refte of the marchaunte factours : fumtymes with 
opprobrious woordes and fumtymes with threatenynges moft fhamefully abufynge them, takinge from Pinteado 
the feruice of the boys and certeyne mariners that were affigned hym by th[e]order and direction of the woor- 
(hypfuU marchauntes, and leauynge hym as a common maryner, which is the greateft defpite and greefe that 
can be to a Portugale or Spanyarde to be diminyilhte theyr honoure which they efteeme aboue all rychefie. 
Thus faylyng forward on theyr vyage, they came to the Ilandes of Canarie, continuynge theyr courfe from thenfe 
vntyll they arryued at the Ilande of faynt Nicolas where they vyttayled them felues with freiftie meate of the 
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flefflieofwyldegoates whereof is great plentte in tliat Ilande and in maner of Eotliyngelfe. Froni lieiife folowynge 
on theyr courfe, and taryinge here and there at the deferte Ilandes in the waye, bycaufe they wolde not coome 
to tymely to the countrey of Guinea for the heate, and taryinge fumwhat to ionge (for what can bee wel 
mynyflred in a common wealth where ineqiialitie with tyrannie wyll rule alone) they came at the length to the 
fyrft lande of the countrey of Guinea where they fell with the great ryuer of Sello where they myght for theyr 
marchaundies haue laden theyr Ihyppes with the graynes of that countrey, which is a very hotte frute, and much 
lyke vnto a fygge as it groweth on the tree. For as the fygges are full of fmaule feedes, fo is the fayde frute ful of 
graynes whidi are lofe within the codde, hauynge in the myddeft thereof a hole on euery fyde. This kynde of 
fpice is much vfed in coulde countreys, and may there be folde for great aduantage for th[e]exchaunge of other 
wares. But owr men by the perfuafion or rather inforcement of this tragicall capitayne, not regardjTige and 
fettyng lyght by that commoditie in comparafon to the fine gold they thrifled, fayled an hundreth leaques further 
vntyl they came to the golden lande : where not attemptinge to come nere the caftell perteynynge to the kynge 
of Portugale, whiche was within the ryuer of Mina, made iale of theyr ware onely on this fyde and beyonde it 
for the golde of that countrey to the quantitie of an hundreth and fiftie poundes weyght, there beinge in cafe 
that they myght haue difpatched al theyr ware for golde, if the vntame brayne of Wyndam had or could haue 
gyuen eare to the counlayle and experience of Pinteado. For when that Wyndam not fatiilied with the gokie 
whiche he had (and more myght haue had if he had taryed abowt the Mina) commaundynge the fayde Pinteado 
(for fo he loke vppon hym) to leade Che fhyppes to Benin beinge vnder the Equinoctial line and a hundreth and 
fifrie leaques beyonde the Mina where he loked to haue theyr (hyppes laden with pepper i And beinge coun- 
layled of the fayde Pinteado confyderynge the late tyme of the yere for that tyme to go no further but to make 
fale of theyr wares fuch as they had for golde wherby they myght haue byn great gayners. But Wyndam not 
affentynge hereunto, fell into a fuddeyne rage, reuilynge the fayde Pinteado, caulynge hym lewe with other 
opprobrious woordes, fayinge. This horfon lewe hath promifed to brynge vs to fuch places as are not, or as 
he can not bring vs vnto. But if he doo not, I wyl cut of his eares and naile them to the mad. Pinteado gaue 
the forfayde counfayle to goo no further for the fafeguard of the men and theyr lyues, which they fliulde put in 
daungioure if they came to late for the roffia which is theyr wynter, not for coulde but for fmotherynge heate 
with clofe and cloudy ayer and ftorminge wether of fuche putrifyinge qualitie that it rotted the cotes of theyr 
backes : Or els for coommynge to foonne for the fcorchynge heate of the fonne which caufed them to lynger in 
the way. But of force and not of wyll, browght he the Ihyppes before the ryuer of Benin : where rydynge at an 
anker, fente theyr pinneffe vp into the ryuer fiftie or threfcore leaques, from whenfe certeyne of the marchauntes 
with capitayne Pinteado, Francifco a Portugale, Nicolas I^mbert gentleman, and other marchauntes were con- 
ducted to the courte where the kyng remayned. x. [ten] leaques from the ryuer fyde : whyther when they came, 
they were browght with a greate company to the ptefcnce of the kynge who beinge a blacke moore (althoughe not 
fo blacke as the reft) fat in a great houge haule Ionge and wyde, the walks made of earthe withowte wyndowes, 
the roofe of thynne boordes open in fundry places lyke vnto louers to lette in the ayer. 

And here to fpeke of the great reuerence they gyue to their kynge, beinge fuch that if wee wolde gyue as 
much to owr fauiour Chryfl, we fliuid remoue from owr heades many plages which wee dayly deferue for owrc 
contempte and impietie. 

So it is therfore, that when his noble men are in his prefenca, they neuer looke hym in the face, but fyt 
courynge, as wee vppon owre knees fo they vppon theyr buttockes with theyr elbowes vppon theyr knees and 
theyr handes beefore theyr faces, not lookynge vppe vntyll the kynge commaunde thera. And when they are 
commynge towarde the kynge as farre as they do fee hym, do they ihewe fuch reuerence fytting on the grounde 
with theyr faces couered as before. Lykewife when they depart from hym they turne not theyr backes towarde 
hym, but go creepynge backewarde with lyke reuerence. 

And nowe to fpeake fumwhat of the communication that was betwene the kynge and owre men, yowe Ihall 
fyrft vnderftande that he hym felfe coulde fpeake the Portugale tounge which he had lerned of a chylde. 
Therfore after that he had commaunded owre men to ftande vp, and demaunded of them the caufe of theyr com- 
mynge into that countrey, they anfwered by Pinteado that they were marchauntes trauaylynge into thofe parties 
for the commodities of his countrey for exchaunge of wares which they had browght from theyr countreys, beinge 
fuch as fiiulde bee no leflTe commodious for him and his people. The kynge then hauynge of owlde lyinge in 
a certeyne ftore houfe thirtie or fortie kyntals of pepper (euery kyntall beinge an hundreth weyght) wyllynge 
them to looke vppon the fame, and ageyne to brynge hym a fyght of fuche marchaundies as they had browght 
with them. And thervppon fent with the capitayne and the marchauntes certeyne of his men to conducte them 
to the waters fyde, with other to brynge the ware from the pinnefle to the courte. Who when they were returned 
and the wares feene, the kynge grewe to this ende with the marchauntes, to prouyde in thirtie dayes the ladynge 
of all theyr fhyppes with pepper. And in cafe theyr marchaundies wolde not extende to the value of fo muche 
pepper, he promyfed to credite them to theyr nexte returne : and therevppon fente the countrey roundc abowt 
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to gather pepper, caufynge the fame to be browght to the courte : So that within the fpace of. xxx. [thirty] days 
they had gathered foure fcore toonne of pepper. 

In the meane feafon owre men partly hauynge no rule of them fellies, but eatyng withowt meafure of the 
fnites of the countrey, and drynkyng the wyne of the palrae trees that droppeth in the nyght from the cutte 
branches of the fame, and in fuch extreeme heate runnynge continually into the water, not vfed before to fuch 
fuddeyne and vehement alterations {then the which nothynge is more daungerous) were therby browght into 
fwellynges and agues. In fo much that the later tyme of the yeare commyng on, caufed them to dye fumtymes. 
iii. [three] and fumtymes. iiii. [four] or. v, [five] in a day. Then Wyndam perceauyng the tyme of the. xxx. 
[thirty] dayes to be expyred, and h n dy f fad, fente to the courte in poile to capitayne Pinteado and 
the reft to come away and to tary o 1 g B t Pinteado with the reft, wrote backe to hym ageyne, certifynge 
hym of the greate quantitie of pcpp th y h d Iredy gathered and loked dayly for much more : Defyrynge 
furthermore to remember the gre t p yf 1 ame they (hulde wynne if they came home profperoufly, and 
what fhame of the contrary. With h h nf Wyndam not fatiffied, and many of theyr men dyinge dayly, 

wylled and commaunded them age ythe t omrae away furthwith, or els thretened to ieaue them behynde. 
When Pinteado harde this anfwere, thynkynge to perfuade hym with reafon, tooke his way from the court towarde 
the (hyppes beinge conducted thyther with men by the kynges commaundement 

In the meane feafon Windara all rageinge, brake vppe Pinteados Caben, broke open his cheftes, fpoyled fuche 
prouifyon of coulde ftilled waters and fuckettes as he hade prouided for his health, and lefte hym nothynge neyther 
of his inftrumcntes to fayle by, nor yet of his apparell. And in the meane tyme fauhnge fycke hym felfe, dyed alfo. 
Whofe death Pinteado coniming aborde, lamented as muche as if he had byn the derell frend he had in the worlde. 
But certeyne of the maryners and other officers dyd fpette in his face, fum caulynge hym lewe, laying that he had 
browght them thether to kylle them : And fum drawynge theyr fwordes at hym niakynge A (hewe to (ley hym. 
Then he perceauinge that they wolde nedes away, defyred them to tary that he might fetch the refte of the mar- 
chauntes that were lefte at the court. But they wolde not graunte his requeft. Then defyred he them to gyue hym 
the (hippe boate with as muche of an owlde fayle as myght ferue for the fame, promifynge them therewith to bringe 
Nicolas Lamberte and the reft into England : But all was in vayne. Then wrotte he a letter to the courte to the 
marchauntes informynge them of all the matter, and promyfynge them if god wolde lende hym life to returne with 
al haft[e] to fetche them. And thus was Pinteado kepte a bordefhippe ageynfle his wyll, thrufl amonge the 
boyes of the (hippe, not vfed like a man, nor yet like an honeft boy : But glad to find fauoure at the cokes 
hande. Then departed they, leaning one of theyr (hippes behynde them, whiche they foonke for lake of men 
to cary her. After this within (ixe or feuen days faylinge, dyed alfo Pinteado for very penfiueneffe and thowght 
that ftrooke hym to the harte : A man worthy to feme any prince and moft vilely vfed. And of feuen fcore 
men came home to Plymmuowth fcarfely fortye, and of them many dyed. And that no man ihulde fufpecte 
thefe wordes which I haue fayd in commendation of Pinteado, to be fpoken vpon fauour otherwyfe then truth, 
I haue thought good to adde herevnto the coppie of the letters which the kyng of Portugale and the infant his 
brother wrote vnto hym to reconcyle hym at fuche tyme as vppon the kynge his mafters difpleafure (and not 
for any other cryme or offence as may appere by the fayde letters) he was onely for pouertie inforced to coomme 
into Englande where he fyrft perfuaded owre marchauntes to attempte the fayde vyages to Guinea. But as the 
kynge of Portugale to late repented hym that he had fo punyflhed Pinteado vppon malicious informations of fuch 
as enuied the mans good fortune, euen To may it hereby appere, that in fum cafes, euen Lyons them felues, may 
eyther bee hyndered by the contempt or ayded by the helpe of the pore myfe accordynge vnto the fable of Efope. 



C The coppie of Anionianes Pinteado his letters patentes wherby the kynge of Porttigale 

made hym knyght of his houfe after all his troubles and imprifonment, which 

by wronge information made to the kynge, he hadfufleyned of longe tyme, 

beinge at the lafte deli[ti^ed, his caufe knowen and manifejled 

to tite kynge by a grey fryer the kynges confeffoure. 

The kynge do gyue yow to vnderftande lorde Francis Deffeofa one of my counfayle and ouer- 
feer of my houfe, that in confidetation of the good feruice which Anionic Anes Pinteiido, the 
fonne of lohn Anes, dweilynge in the towne cauled the porte, hath doone vnto me, my wyll 
and pleafure is, to make hym knyght of my houfe, alowynge to hym in penfion feuen hundreth 
reys monethly, and euery daye one alcayr of barly as longe as he kepeth a horfe, and to bee 
payde accordynge to the ordinaunce of my houfe. Prouydynge alwayes that he (hal receaue 
bnt one mariage gyfte : And this alfo in fuch condition that the tyme which is excepted in oivre 
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ordinaunce forbj'dclynge fuch men to mary for gettynge fuch chyldren as myght fucceade them in this alowance, 
which is fyxe yeares after the makynge of this patente, Ihalbe fyrfle expired before he do mary. I thcrfore 
comtnaunde yowe to caufe this to bee entered in the booke cauled the Matricola of owre houfholde vnder the 
tytle of knyghtes. And when it is fo entered, let the clerke of the Matricola for the certentie therof, wryte on 
the backe fyde of this Aluala or patente, the number of the leafe wherein this owre graunt is entered. Which 
doone, let hym retume this wiytynge vnto the fayd Antonie Anes Pinteado for his warrant. 

I Diego Henriques haue wrytien this in Almarin the xxii. [twenty-fecoiid] day of September, in the yean 
of owre lorde. 1551. And this bcneuolence the kynge gaue vnto Antonie Anes Pinteado the. xxv. [twenty-fj.th] 
day of luly this prefeiit yeare. 

Rey, . 



C The fecrefaries declaration wrytten vnder the kynges graunt. 

'Owre maiellie hath vouchfafed in refpect and confyderation of the good feruice of Antonie 
Anes Pinteado dwellynge in the porte, and foonne of lohn Anes to make hym knyght of 
yowre houfe with ordinarie alowance of feuen hundreth reys penfion byt he moneth and one 
Alcayr of barley by the day as longe as he keepeth a horfe : And to bee payde accordyng 
to the ordinaunce of yowr houfe with condition that he (hall haue but one mariage gyfte : 
And that not within the fpace of vi. [fix] yeares after the makynge of thefe letters patentes. 
The fecretaries note. Entered in the booke of the Matricola. Fol. 683, 
Francifco de Siquera. 




C The coppie of the letter of Don Lewes thl/linfanf and brother to the kynge 
of Portugale: fent into Englande to Antonianes Pinteado. 

ilNtonie Anes Pinteado, I the infant brother to the kynge, haue me hartely commended vnto 
yow. Peter Gonfalues is gone to feeke yow, defyrynge to brynge yowe home ageyne into 
yowr countrey. And for that purpofe, hath with hym a fafe conduct for yow, graunted by 
the kynge, that thereby yowe may freely and withowt all feare come home. And although 
the wether be foule and ilormy, yet fayle not to come. For in the tyme that his maiellie 
hath gyuen yow, yow maye doo many thynges to yowre contentacion and gratifying the kynge, 
wherof I wolde bee ryght gladde : and to brynge the fame to paffe wyli doo all that lyeth in 
me for yowre profyte. But forafmuch as Peter Gonfalues wyll make further declaration hereof vnto yow, I fay 
no more at this prefent, Wrytten in Luxburne the. viii. [eighth] day of December. Anno. M. D. LII. 

C T^ie Infant don Lew\i[s. 





L thefe forlayd wrytynges I fawe vnder fe[a]le in the houfe of my frende Nicolas Lyefe wilh 
whom Pinteado left them at his vnfortunate departynge to Guinea. But notwithllanding all 
thefe frendly letters and fayre promyfes, Pinteado durlle not attempte to go home, neythiir 
to keepe company with the Portugales his countrey men withowt the prefence of other, foraf- 
much as he had fecreate admonition that they intended to fley hym, if tyme and place myght 
haue ferued theyr wycked intent 
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gooa 10 ler mrin tne larri' 

them, and as I receaued it of the faid pylot as I haue faydi 



the fyrft vyage I haue declared rather the order 
the hyftory then the courfe of the nauigation, 
hereof at that tyme I coulde haue no perfecte in- 
irmation, fo in the difcription of this feconde vyage 
ly chiefe intent hath byn to (hew the courfe of the 
me accordynge to the obferuation and ordinarie 
iflome of the maryners, and as I receaued it at the 
andes of an experte pylot beinge one of the chiefe 
1 this viage, wlio alfo with his owne handes wrote 
briefe declaration of the fame as he founde and 
yed all thynges not by coniecture, but by the arte 
f faylynge and inftrumentes perteynynge to the 
lariners facultie. Not therfore affuminge to my 
:lfe the commendations dewe to other, neyther fo 
3ulde as in anye parte to chaunge or otherwife 
obferued by arte and experience, I haue thowght 
lucn Jorte and phrafe of fpeache as is commonly vfed amonge 
Take it therfore as foloweth. 



In the yeare of owre lonte. M. D. LIIII. the. xi. [eleuenth] day of October, wee departed the lyuer of 
Temmes with three goodly iliyppes, th[e]one cauled the Trinitie, a fliyppe of the burden of feuen fcore toonne : 
Th[e]other cauled the Barthelmewe a fliyppe of the burden of Ixxxx. [ninety tons]. The thyrde was tlie lohn 
Euangelift a fliyppe of feuen fcore toonne. With the fayde ihyppes and two pynneffes (wherof the one was 
drowned in the coafl of Englande) we went forward on cwr vyage, and lleyde at Doner, xiiii. [fourteen] dayes. 
We ileyde alfo at Rye three or foure dayes. More ouer lafl of all we touched at Darthmouth. 

The fyra day of Nouember at ix. [nine] of the clocke at nyght departynge from the coaae of Englande, 
we fette of the flert bearynge fouthweil all that nyght in the fea, and the nexte day all day, and the next nyght 
after vntyll the thyrde daye of the fayde mooneth abowt noone, makynge owr way good, dyd ninne. 6o. leaques. 

Item from. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the thyrde daye tyll. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. iiii. [fourth] day of 
the fayde mooneth, makynge owr way good foutheaft, dyd ninne euery three houres twoo leaques, which 
amountelh to. xvi. [fixteen] leaques the hole. 

Item from. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. iiii. [fourth] day to. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. v. [fifth] day, 
runnynge fouthweft. in the fea, dydde runne. xii. [twelve] leaques. 

Item runnynge from. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. v. [flfth] day vntyll. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. vi. 
[fixth] day ninnyng fouthead, dyd runne. xviii. [eighteen] leaques. 

And fo from. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the vi. [fixth] daye vntyll. xii [twelve] of the clocke the. viL [feventh] 
day, runnynge fouthfouthweft, dyd runne euery houre. il [two] leaques which amount to. xlviiL [forty-eight] 
leaques the hole. 

Item from. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. vii. [feventh] day tyl. iii. [three] of the clocke the. viii. [eighth] 
day, fouthfouthwefl, runnyng in the fea, dyd runne. xxx, [thirty] leaques. 

Item from three of the clocke the. viii [eighth] day, vntyll. iii. ofthe clocke the, ix. [ninth] day, runnyng fouth- 
fouthwefl, dyd runne. xxx. [thirty] leaques. 

Item from. iii. [three] of the clocke the. ix, [ninth] day tyll. iii. [three] of the clocke the. x. [tenth] day, dyd 
fouthfoutheaft. in runnynge in the fea the fum of xxiiii. [twenty-four] leaques. 

Alfo from. iii. [three] of the clocke the. x. [tenth] day vntyl. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the. xi. [eleventh] day, 



Hosted by Google 



38o 



The feconde vyage to Gumea. 



Cap= bknkc. 



dyd run fouthfouthwed the fum of. xii. [twelve] leaques, and from. xii. [twelve] of the clocke tyll. vi. [fix] of the 
fayde day, dyd run. vi. [fix] leaques. 

Runnynge fouth and by wed in tjie fea from. vi. [fix] of the clocke the. xi [eleuenth] day tyll- "^i. [fix] of 
the clocke the. xii. [twelfth] day, dyd run. xxxvi, [thirty-fix] leaques. 

From, vi. [fix] of the clocke at after none the. xii. [twelfth] daye tylL vi. [fix] of the clocke the xiii. [thirtcenthj 
day at after none, dyd runne. xiii. [thirteen] leaques. 

Item from. vi. [fix] of the clocke the. xiii, [thirteenth] day, tyl. vi. [fix] of the clocke the. xiiii. [fourteenth] day at 
after none that we were becalmed that weecouldc lye fouthwefl. with a fayle. And the. xv. [fifteenth] daye in the morn- 
yiige, the wynde came to the Eaft and eafle northead. The. xvii. [feventeenth] day in the momynge, we had fyght 
of the He of Madera which doth ryfe to hym that commeth in the north northead parte vpryght lande in the weft 
part of it, and very hyghe : and to the fouth foutheade a lowc longe lande and a longe poynt with a faddle tlirowgh 
the myddede of it, ftandeth in the xxxii. [thirty-two] degrees : and in the wede parte, many fpringes of water 
runnynge downe from the tnountayne.and many whyte fyeldes lykevnto corne fieldes,andfumwhyte houfes to the 
fouthead parte of it : and the toppe of the mountayne flieweth very ragged if yow may fe it, and in the north- 
eaft parte there is a byght or bay as thowgh it were a harborowe. Alfo in the fayde part, there is a rocke a 
lyttle diftance from the fliore ; and ouer the fayde byght, yow fliall fe a great gappe in the mountayne. 

The. xix. [nineteenth] day at. xii. [twelve] of the clocke, we had fyght of the He of Palmes and Teneriffa and 
the Canaries. The He of Palme ryfeth rounde and lyeth foutheafte and northwede, and the northweft parte is 
lowed. In the fouth, is a rounde hyll ouer the hedde lande, and an other rounde hyll aboue that in the lande. 

There is betwene the fouthead parte of the lie of Madera and the northwed parte of the He of Palme. Ivii. 
[fifty-feven] leaques. This He of Palme lyeth in the. xxix. [twenty-nine] degrees. And owre courfe from Madera to 
the He of Palme was fouth and fouth and by weft, fo that we had fyght of Tenerifla. and of the Canaries. The 
fouthead parte of the He of Palme, and the north northead of Tenerifia, lyeth fouthead and northwefte. And 
betwene them is. xx. [twenty] leaques. TenerifFa and the greate Canarie cauled Grancanaria, and the wed part 
of Fortifuentura dandeth in. xxvii. [twenty-feven] degrees and a halfe. Gomera is a fayre Hande and very 
ragged and lyeth weft fouthweft of Teneriffa. And who fo euer wyll come betwene theym twoo Ilandes, mud 
come fouth and by ead, and in the fouth parte of Gomera, is a towne and a good rode in the foyde parte of the 
Hande : and it ftandeth in. xxviL [twenty-feven] degrees and three terces. Teneriffa is a hygh lande and a greate 
hyghe picke lyke a fuger lofe. And vppon the fayde picke is fnowe throughowt all the hole yeare. And by 
reafon of that picke, it maye bee knowen aboue all other Ilandes, and there we were becalmed the. xx [twentieth] 
day of Nouember from. vL [fix] of the clocke in the mornynge vntyll foure of the clocke at after none. 

C Betwene Gomera and Capo de las Barbas. 

[e. xxii. [twenty-fecond] day of Nouember vnder the Tropike of Cancer, the foonne goeth 
downe weft and by fouth. 

Vpon the coaft of Barberie. xxv. [twenty-five] leaques by north cape blanke at, iii. [three] 
leaques of the mayne, there is. xv. [fifteen] fadome and good fhelly grounde and fancie 
amonge, and no ftremes, and two fmaule Ilandes ftandyng in the. xxii. [twenty-two] degrees 
and a terce. 

From Gomera to cape de las Barbas is a hundreth leaques and owr courfe was fouth 
and by ead. The fayde cape ftandeth in. xxii. [twenty-two] and a halfe : and all that coaft is flatte. xvi. 
[fixteen] or, xvii. [feventeen] fadome deepe, vii. [feven] or. viii. [eight] leaques of frome the ryiier de Oro to 
cape de las Barbas, there vfe many Spanyardes and Portugales to trade for fyffliynge durynge the mooneth of 
Nouember : and all that coaft is verye lowe landes. Alfo wee went from cape de las Barbas fouthfouthwed and 
fouthweft and by fouth : tyll we brought owre felues in. xx. [twenty] degrees and a halfe, rekenynge owr felues 
viL [feven] leaques of : and that was the lead (holes of cape Blanke. 

Then we went fouth vntyll we browght owre felues in. xiii. [thirteen] degrees, rekenynge owre felues. xxv. 
[twenty-five] leaques of. And in. xv. [fifteen] degrees, we dyde reere the croffiers : and we myght haue rered 
them fooner if we had loked for theym. They are not ryghte a croffe in the moonethe of Nouember by reafon 
the nyghtes are (horte there. Neuertheleffe we had the fyght of them the. xxix. [twenty-ninth] day of the fayde 
mooneth at nyght 

The fyrd of December owte. xiii. [thirteen] degrees, we fette owre courfe fouth and by Ead vntyll the fourth 
daye of December at. xii. [twelve] of the clocke the fame day. Then we were in. ix. [nine] di^rees and a terce, 
rekenynge owr felues. xxx. [thirty] leaques of the ftioles of the ryuer cauled Rio Grande beinge weft fouthwcfte 
of them ; The which flioles be. xxx. [thirty] leaques longe. 
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The fourth of December, we beganne to fette oivr courfe foutheaHCj we beinge ii 

The ninth day of December we fet owr courfe eaft foutheaft. 

The. xiiii. [fourteenth] day of the fayde mooneth, we fette owre courfe eaft, we beinge i 
and a halfe, rekenynge owre felues. xxxvi. [thirty-fix] leaques from the coaft. of Guinea. 

The. xix. [nineteenth] day of the fayde mooneth, we fette owre courfe eall and by north, rekenynge owr felues. 
xvii. [feventeen] leaques diftant from cape Menfurado, the fayde cape beinge eafl, northeafl of vs, and the ryuer 
of Sello beinge eafl. 

The. xxi. [twenty-firil] day of the fayde mooneth we fel with cape Me[n]furado to the foutheaft abowt two 
leaques of This cape may be eafely koowen, by reafon the ryfynge of it is lyke a porpofe hedde. Alfo towarde 
the foutheaft there are three trees, wherof the eaftermoil tree is the hyghell, and the myddlemofl is lyke a heye 
ilacke, and the fouthermoft lyke vnto a iebet : and vppon the mayne, are foure or fyue hygh hylles ryfynge one 
after an other lyke round hoommockes or hyllockes. And the foutheaft of the three trees, is thre trees lyke a 
brandierwyfe : and all the coafte alonge is whyte lande. The fayde cape ftandeth within a lyltle in. vi. [fix] 
degrees. 

The. xxii. [twenty-fecond] of December, we came to the ryuer of Sefto, and remayned there vntyll the. xxix. 
[twenty-ninth] day of the fayde moneth Here we thought it beft to fende before vs the pynneffe to the ryuer of 
Dulce cauled Rio Dulce, that they myght haue the begynnynge of the market before the commynge of the lohn. 

At the rj'uer of Sefto, we had a toonne of graynes. This ryuer ftandeth in. vi [six] degrees lackynge a terce. 
From the ryuer of Sefto to Rio Dulce, is. xxv. [twenty-five] leaques, Rio Dulce ftandeth in. v. [five] degrees 
and a halfe. The ryuer of Sefto is eafy to bee knowen by reafon there is a ledge of rockes on the foutheaft 
parte of the rode. And at the enterynge into the hauen, are fyue or fyxe trees that beare tio leaues. This is 
a good harborowe : but very narrowe at the enteraunce into the ryuer. There is alfo a rocke in the hauen mouth 
right as yow enter. And all that coaft betwene cape de Monte and cape de las Palmas, lyeth foutheaft and by 
eall, northwefl and by wefte, beinge three leaques of the fiiore. And yow (hall haue in fum places rockes two 
leaques of ; and that betwene the ryuer of Sefto and cape de las Palmas. 

Betwene the ryuer of Sefto and the riuer Dulce, is. xxv. [twenty-five] leaques. And the hygh lande that is 
betwene them bothe, is cauled Cakeado, beinge. viii. [eight] leaques from the ryuer of Sefto. And to the foutheaft- 
warde of hym, is a place cauled Shawgro and an other cauled Shyawe or Shauo, where yow may get frefllie water. 
Of this Shyawe, lyeth a ledge of rockes ; and to the Southeaftwarde, lyeth a hed lande cauled Croke. Betwene 
Cakeado and Croke, is. ix. [nine] or. x. [ten] leaques. To the Southeaftwarde of, is a harborowe cauled faynte 
Vincent. Ryght oner ageynft faynt Vincent, is a rocke vnder the water, two leaques and a halfe of the fliore. 
To the foutheaftwarde of that rocke, yow fhall fee an Ilande abowt three or foure leaques of This Ilande is not 
pafte a leaque of the ftiore. To the eaft foutheaft of the Ilande, is a rocke that lyeth aboue the water : and by 
that rocke goeth in the ryuer of Dulce, which yow ftiall knowe by the layde ryuer and rocke. The northweft 
fyde of the hauen, is flat lande : and the foutheaft fyde therof, is lyke an Ilande and a bare plotte without any 
trees, and fo is it not in any other place. 

In the rode, yow fhall ryde in. xiii. [thirteen] or. xiiii. [fourteen] fadomes, good owes and fande, beinge 
the markes of the rode to bring the Ilande and the northweft lande togyther. And here wee ankered the laft of 
December. 

The thyrde day of January, we came from the ryuer of Dulce. 

Note that cape de las Palmas is a fayre high land. But fumme lowe places therof by the water fyde, looke 
like redde cliffes with white ftjakes like wayes a cable length a piece. And this is to the Eaft parte of the cape. 
This cape is the fouthermoft lande in all the coaft of Guinea : And ftandeth in foure degrees and a terce. 

The coaft from cape de !as Palmas to cape Trepoyntes or de tres Puntas, is fayre and cleare without rocke 
or other daungiour. 

xxv. [twenty-five] leaques from cape de las Palmas, the lande is higher then in any place vntyll we came to 
cape Trepoyntes. And abowt. x. [ten] leaques before yow comme to cape Trepointes, the lande ryfeth ftyll hygher 
and hygher vntyll yow come to cape Trepoyntes. Alfo before yowe coomme to the iayde cape after other fiue 
leaques to the northweft parte of it, there is certeyne broken grounds with twoo greate rockes : and within them 
in the byght of a bay, is a caftel cauled Aira, perteyning to the kynge of Portugale. Yow ftiall knowe it by the 
fayde rockes tliat lye of it ; For there is none fuch from cape de las Palmas to cape Trepoyntes. This coafte 
lyeth eafte and by north, weft and by fouth. From cape de las Palmas to the fayde caftell, is foure fcore and. 
XV. [fifteen] leaques. And the coafte lyeth from the fayde caftell to the Weftermofl poynte of the Trepoyntes, 
foutheaft and by fouth, northweft and by north. Alfo the Wefteimoft poyntes of the Trepointes, is a lowe lande 
lyinge halfe a myle owt in the fea : and vppon the innermofte necke to the landewarde, is a tufte of trees, and 
there we arryued the. xi. [eleventh] day of lanuary. 

Tlie, xii [twelfth] day of lanuary, we came to a towne cauled Samma or Samua, beinge. viit [eight] leaques 
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from cape Trepoyntes toward eaft northeaft. Betwene cape Trepointes and the towne of Samua, is a great ledge 
of rockes a great way owt in the fea. Wee continued foure dayes at that towne : and the capitayne therof wolde 
needes haue a pledge a ihore. But when they receaued the pledge, they kepte hym ftyl and wolde traffike no 
more, but fhot of theyr ordinaunce at vs. They haue two or three pieces of ordinaunce and no more. 

The. xvi. [fixteenth] day of the fajde mooneth, we made rekenynge to come to a place cauled cape Corea 
where capitayne Don lohn dwelleth, whofe men interteyned vs frendly. This cape Corea is foure leaques eaft- 
waide of the callell of Mina, otherwyfe cauled La Mina, or Cajlello de Mina, where we arriued the. xviii. 
[eighteenth] day of the mooneth. Here we made fale of al owr cloth fauynge two or three packes. 

The. xxvi. [twenty-fixth] day of the iame mooneth, we weyd anker and departed from thenfe to the Trinitie 
which was. vii. [feven] leaques eaftwarde of vs where flie folde her wares. Then they of the 'I'rinitie wylled vs 
to go eallwarde of that viii. [eight] or, ix. [nine] leaques to fel part of their wares in a place caled Perecow, and 
an other named Perecowe grande, beinge the eaflermoft, place of both thefe, which yow Ihal knowe by a great 
rounde hyl nere vnto it named Monte Rodondo lynge weflwarde from it. And by the water fyde are many 
hyghe palme trees. From henfe dyd we fet furth homewarde the. xiii. [thirteenth] day of February and plyed 
vppe alongeft tyll we came within, vii. [feven] or. viii. [eight] leaques to cape Trepointes. Abowt. viii. [eight] 
of the clocke the. xv. [fifteenth] day at after noone, we dyd call abowt to feawarde. And beware of the currantes, 
for they wyll deceaue yow fore. 

Who fo euer fhall coomme from the coaft of Mina homewarde, let hym be fuer to make his way good weft 
vntyll he reken hym felfe as fane as cape de las Palmas where the currant fetteth alwayes to the eaftwarde. 
And within, xx. [twenty] leaques eaftwarde of cape de las Palmas, is a ryuer cauled Rio de los Potos where yow 
may haue frelflie water and balaiTe enowgh, and plentie of laery or Elephantes teethe. This ryuer ftandetli in 
foure degrees and almoft two terces. 

And when yow reken yowre felfe as farre fliotte as cape de las Palmas, beinge in a degree or a degree and 
a halfe, yow may go well or weft and by north vntyll yowe comme in three degrees : and then yowe maye go 
wefte northweft, and northweft and by weft vntyll yow comme in fiue degrees and then northwell. And in the. 
vi. [fix] degrees, wee mette northerly wyndes and greate rooftynge of tydes. And as wee coulde iudge, the 
currantes went to the north northweft. Furthermore betwene cape de Monte and cape Verde, go great currantes 
wliich deceaue many men. 

The. xxii. [twenty-fecond] daye of Apryll, wee were in. viii, [eight] degrees and two terces : and fo we ranne to 
the northweft, hauynge the wynde at northeaft and eaftnortheaft, and fumtymes at eafte untyll we were at. xviii. 
[eighteen] degrees and a terce, which was on May day. And fo from, xviii. [eighteen] and two terces, we hadde 
the wynde at eaft and eaft northeaft, and fumtymes at eaft foutheaft : and then wee rekoned the Ilandes of cape 
Verde eafte foutheaft of vs, wee iudgynge owre felues to be, xlviii. [forty-eight] leaques of. And in. xx. [twenty] 
and. xxi. [twenty-one] degrees, wee had the wynde more eallerly to the fouthwarde then before. And fo wc ran 
to the northweft and northnorthweft, and fumetymes north and by weft and north vntyll wee came into. xxxi. [thirty- 
one] degrees, where we rekened owre felues a hundreth and foure fcore leaques fonthweft and by fouth of the Ilande 
de Flore or de los Flores. And there we met with the wynde at fouthfoutheaft, and fet owre courfe northeaft. 

In. xxxiii. [thirty-tliree] degrees, we had the wynde at the fouth and fouthweft : and then we fet owt courfe 
noilh northeaft, and fo we ranne to xl. [forty] degrees : and then we fet our courfe northeaft the wynde beinge 
at the fouthweft and hauynge the He de Flore eaft of vs, and. xvii. [seventeen] leaques o£ 

In, xli [forty-one] degrees, we met with the wynd at northeaft, and fo we ranne north weft ward e. Then 
we met with the wynde at the weft northweft and at the weft within, vi. [fix] leaques runnynge towarde the 
northweft : And then wee eaft abowt and ley northeaft vntyll we came in. xlii [forty-two] degrees, where we 
fette owr courfe eaft northeaft, iudgynge the He of Conio fouth and by weft of vs and, xxxvi. [thirty-fix] leaques 
diftant from vs. 

A reraemberaunce that the. xxi. [twenty-firft] day of Maye, we communed \vith John Rafe, and he thought 
it beft to go northeafte, and iudged hym felfe. xxv. [twenty-fine] leaques eaftwarde to the He de Flore, and in. 
xKxix. [thirty-nine] degrees and a halfe. 

Note that in die fourth day of September [December?] vnder nine degrees, we loft the fyght of the north ftarre. 

Note alfo, that in the. xlv. [forty-five] degrees the compaffe is varyed. viii. [eight] degrees to the weft. 

Item, in. xl. [forty] degrees, the compaffe dyd vary. xv. [fifteen] degrees in the hole. 

Item, in xxx. [thirty] degrees and a halfe, the compaffe is varyed. v, [fiue] degrees to the weft. 

Be it alfo in memorie, that two or three dayes before we came to cape Trepointes, the pynneffe went 
alongeft the ihore thinkynge to fell fum of owt wares. And fo we came to anker three or foure leaques weft 
and by fonth of the cape Trepoyntes where we le/le the Trinitie, 

TTien owre pynneife came a boorde with all owr men. The pynneffe alfo tooke in more wares. They 
toulde me more ouer that they wolde go to a place where the Primrofe was and had receaued much golde at 
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the fyrfte vyage to thefe parties. And tolde me furthermore that it was a good place. But I fearynge a brigan- 
tine that was then vppon the coall, dydde wey and folowe theyrei, and lefle the Trinitie abowte foure leaques of 
from vs. And there we rode ageynfle that towne foure dayes : fo that Martine by his owne defyre and affente 
of fum of the commiffioners that were in the pinnelTe, wente a fliore to the towne. And there lohn Berynwent 
to trafike from vs beinge three myles of trafekynge at an other towne. The towne is cauled Samma or Samua. 
For Samma and Sammaterra, are the names of the two fyrfle townes where wee did trafficke for gold, to the 
northeail of cape Trepoints : 

Hetherto continueth the courfe of the vyage as it was defcribed by the fayde pylot. 
Nowe therfore to fpeake fumwhat of the contrey and people, and of fuche thynges as are 
browght from thenie. 

They browght from thenfe at the latl vyage, foure hundreth pounde weyght and odde of golde of xxii. 
[twenty-two] carrattes and one grayne in fineneffe. Alfo. xxxvi. [thirty-fix] buttes of graynes : and abowt two 
hundreth and fiftie elephantes teethe of all quantities. Of thefe, I fawe and meafured fum of ix. [nine] fpannes 
in length as they were croked Sum of them were as bygge as a mans thygh aboue the knee : and weyed 
abowte foure fcore and ten pounde weyght a piece. They lay that fum one hath byn feene of a hundreth and. 
XXV. [twenty-five] pounde weyght. Other there were which they cauJe the teeth of calues of one or two or three 
yeares, wherof fura were a foote and a halfe, fumme two foote, and fum three or more accordynge to th[e]age 
of the beafle. Thefe great teeth or tulkes, growe in the vpper iaw downewarde, and not in the nether iawe 
vpwarde, wherein the paynters and arras woorkers are deceaued. At this lafte vyage was browght from Guinea 
the headde of an elephante of fuch huge byggeneffe, that only the bones or crauewe therof befyde the nether 
iawe and greate tuflces, wayed abowte two hundreth weyght, and was as muche as I coulde well Syfte from the 
grounde. In fo muche that confiderynge alfo herewith the weyght of. ii. [two] fuch great teeth, the nether iawes with 
the leffe teethe, the tounge, the greate hangynge eares, the bygge and longe fnowte or troonke, with all the 
fleiihe, braynes, and (kynne, with all other partes belongynge to the hole headde, in my iudgemente it coulde 
wey lyttle leffe then fyue hundreth weyght. This headde dyuers haue fene in the houfe of the woorthy mar- 
chaunt fyr Andrewe ludde, where alfo I fawe it, and behelde it not onely with my bodely eyes, but much more 
with the eyes of my mynde and fpirite confydered by the woorke, the cunnynge and wyfcdome of the woorke 
mailer : withowt which confy deration, the fjght of fuch (Iraunge and woonderfuU thynges may rather feeme 
curiofities then profitable contemplations 

The elephante (which fum caule an ohphant) is the biggefl of al! foure footed beafles. His forelegges are 
longer then his hynder. He hath ankles m the lower parte of his hynder legges, and fyue toes on his fiete 
vndiuided. His fnowte or troonke is fo longe and m fuch forme that it is to hym in the ileede of a hande. 
For he neyther eateth nor drinketh but by br)*ngynge his troonke to his mouth. Therwith he helpeth vp his 
mailer or keeper : therwith he ouerthroweth trees. Byfyde his two greate tufkes, he hath on euery fyde of his 
mouth foure teeth wherwith he eateth and gryndeth his meate. Eyther of thefe teeth, are almoll a fpan in 
length as they growe alonge in the iawe ; and are abowte two inches in height and almoft as much in thicke- 
neffe. The tulkes of the male are greater then of the female. His tounge is verye lyttle, and fo farre in his 
mouth that it can not bee feene. Of all bealles they are molle gentyll and tractable. For by many fundry 
ways they are taught and do vnderlland : In fo much that they learne to do due honour to a king, and are of 
quicke fence and Jharpenes of wyt. When the male hath once feafoned the female, he neuer after toucheth 
her. The male Elephante lyueth two hundreth yeares, or at the lealle one hundreth and twentie. The female 
almoll as longe : but the floure of theyr age, is but Ix. [fixty] yeares as fum wryte. They can not fuffer wj'nter 
or coulde. They loue ryuers and wyll often go into them vp to the fnowte wherwith they blowe and fnuffe, 
and play in the water : but fwymme they canne not for the weyght of theyi bodyes. Plinie and Soline wryte 
that they vfe none adulterie. Ii they happen to meete with a manne in wyldemefle beinge owt of the way, 
gentylly they wyl go before hym and brynge hym into the playne waye. loyned in battayle, they haue no 
fmaule refpecte vnto them that be wounded. For they brynge them that are hurt or wery into the middle of 
the army to be defended. They are made tame by dtynkynge the iufe of barley. They haue continuall warre 
ageynfl, dragons which defyre theyr bludde bycaufe it is very coulde. And therfore the dragon lyinge awayte 
as the Elephant paJfeth by, wyndeth his tayle {beinge of exceadynge length) abowt the hynder legges of the 
elephant : and fo fleying hym, thrufteth his heade into his tronke and exhaufleth his breth, or els byteth hym 
in the eare wherunto he can not reach with his troonke. And when the elephant waxeth faynt, he fauleth 
downe on the ferpente beinge nowe full of bludde : and with the poyfe of his body breaketh hym : fo that his 
owne bludde with the bludde of the elephant, runneth owt of hym mengeJed togyther : whiche beinge coulde, 
is congelcd into that fubftaunce which the apothecaries caule Sanguis Draconis, (that is) dragons blud, other- 
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wyfe cauled Cinnabaris, although there be an other kynde of Cimtabaris, commonly caiiled cinoper or veriiiilion 
which the payiiters vfe in certeyne colour^'s 

They are alfo of three kyndes, as of the maryfllies, the playnes, and the mountaynes, no lelTe differynge in 
condicions. Philoftratus wryteth, that as much is the elephant of Lybia in byggeneffe paffeih the horfe of 
Nyfea, fo much doth the elephantes of India excede them of Lybia. For of the elephantes of India, fum haue 
byn feene of the heyght of. ix. [nine] cubites The other do fo greatly feare thefe that they dare not abyde the 
fyght of them. Of the Indian elephantes, only the males haue tulkes. But of them of Ethiopia and Lybia, 
both kyndes are tufked. 1'hey are of dyuers hejghtes, as of. xii. [twelue] xiii. [thirteen] and. xiiii, [fourteen] 
dodrantes, euery dodrant beinge a nieafure of ix [nine] ynches. Sum wryte that an elephant is bygger then 
three wylde oxen or buffes. They of India are blacke or of the colour of a moufe. But they of Ethiope or 
Guinea, are browne. The hyde or fkjnne of them all, is very harde and withowte heare or bryAels. 'I'heyr 
eares are two dodrantes brode, and theyr eyes very lyttle. Owr men fawe one drynkyng at a lyuer in Guinea 
as they fayled into the lande. 

Of other properties and conditions of the elephant, as of theyr maruelous docilitie, of theyr feight and vfe 
in the warres, of theyr generation and chailitie, when they were fyrfte feene in the theatres and tryumphes of 
the Romans, howe they are taken and tamed, and when they call theyr tulkes, with th[e]ufe of the lame in 
medicine, who fo defyreth to know, let hym rede Plinie in the. viii. [eighth] booke of his natural hydorie. He 
alfo wryteth in his. xii. [twelfth] booke, tliat in owlde tyme they made many goodly woorkes of luery or 
elephantes teeth : as tables, treffels, poftes of houfes, rayles, latteffes for wyndowes. Images of theyr goddes, 
and dyuers other thynges of luery both coloured and vncoloured and intermyxte with fundry kyndes of precious 
wooddes, as at this day are made certeyne chayres, lutes, and vuginalles. 

They had fuch plentie therof in owlde tyme, that (as farre as I remember) lofephus wryteth that one of 
the gates of Hierufalem was cauled Porta Eburnea, (that is) the luery gate. The whytenefle thereof was fo 
muche efteemed that it was thought to reprefent the naturall fayienelTe of mans Ikynne : In fo much that fuch 
as went abowt to fet furth (or rather comipte) naturall bewtie with colours and payntynge, were reproued by 
this prouerbe : Ebur atramento candefacere. That is : To make luery whyte with ynke. The poettes alfo 
defcribynge the fayre neckes of bewtifull virgins, caule them Eburnea colla : Tliat is ; luery neckes. 

And to haue fayde thus much of elephantes and luery. It may fuffice. 

Nowe therfore to fpeke fumwhat of the people and their maners and maner of 
lyuynge, with alfo an other briefe defcription of Africa. 

It is to vnderllande that the people whiche nowe inhabite the regions of the coaft of Guinea and the 
mydde partes of Affrica, as Lybia the inner, and Nubia with dyuers other great and large regions abowt the 
fame, were in oulde tyme cauled Ethiopes and Nigrite, which we nowe caule Moores, Moorens, or Negros, a 
people of bealUy lyuynge, without a god, lawe, religion, or common welth, and fo fcorched and vexed with the 
healt. of the foonne, that in many places they curfe it when it ryfeth. Of the regions and people abowt the 
inner I^ibia {cauled Zibia Interior) Gemma Phryfius wryteth thus. 

Lybia Interior, is very large and defoiate, in the whiche are many horrible tvyldemelfes and mountaynes 
repleniflhed with dyuers kyndes of wylde and monflrous beaft.es aud ferpentes, Fyrfl from Mauritania or 
Barberie toward the fouth is Getulia, a rowgh and faluage region whofe inhabitantes are wylde and wanderynge 
people. After thefe folowe the people cauled Melanogettili and Pharulii whiche wander in the wyldemeffe 
caryinge with them greate gourdes of water. The Ethiopians cauled Nigrite, occupie a great parte of Aphrica, 
and are extended to the Weft Ocean. Southwarde alfo they reache to the ryuer Nigritis whofe nature agreeth 
with the ryuer of Nilus forafmuch as it is increafed and diminyflhed at the fame tyme, and bryngeth furth the 
like beaftes as the Crocodile. By reafon wherof, I thinke this to be the fame ryuer which the Portugales caule 
Senega. For this ryuer is alfo of the lame nature. It is furthermore maruelous and very ilrange that is fayde 
of this ryuer. And this is, that on the one fyde therof, th[e]inhabitauntes are of hyghe llalure and blacke ; and on 
the other fide of browne or tawny colour and lowe llature, which thynge alfo owre men confirme to be trewe. 

There are alfo other people of Lybia cauled Garamantes, whofe women are common. For they contracte 
no matrimonie, neyther haue refpect to chaftitie. After thefe are the nations of the people cauled Pyrei, 
Sathiodaphnite, Odrangi, Mimaces, Lynxamate, Dolopes, Agangine, Leuce Ethiopes, Xilicei Ethiopes, Calcei 
Ethiopes, and Nubi. Thefe haue the fame fituation in Ptolomie that they nowe giue to the kyngdome of Nubia, 
Here are certeyne ChriHians vnder the dominion of the greate Emperoure of Ethiope cauled Prefter lohn. 
From thefe towarde the well, is a great nation of people cauled Aphricerones ; whofe region (as farre as maye 
bee gathered by coniecture) is the fame that is nowe cauled Regnum Orguene, confinynge vppon the call partes 
of Guinea. From henfe wellwarde and fumwhat towarde the north, are the kyngedomes of Gambra and Budomel 
not farre from the ryuer of Senega. And from henfe towarde the inlande regions and alonge by the fea coall, 
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are ihe regions of Ginoia or Guinea which wee commonly caule Gynne. On the wefl. fide of thefe regions to- Guinea or c 
warde the Ocean, is the cape or poynt cauled Cabouerde or Caput viride (that is) the gieene cape, to the whiche 
the Portugales fyrfl, directe theyr courfe when they (ayle to America or the lande of Brafile. Then departynge 'i',';^,^?:''!^!^* 
frome henfe, they tume to the ryght hande towarde the quarter of the wynde cauled Garbino which is betwene 
the weil and the fouth. But to fpeake famwhat more of Ethiopia. Althowgh there are many nations of people 
fo named, yet is Ethiopia chiefely diuyded into two partes : wherof the one is cauled Ethiopia vnder Egyple, a 
great and ryche region. To this perteyneth the Ilande of Meroe, imbrafed rounde abowte with the (Iremes of 
the ryuer Nilus. In this Ilande women reygned in onlde tyme. lofephus wryteth that it was fumtyme cauled 
Sabea : and that the queene of Saba came from thenfe to Hierufalem to heare the wyfedome of Salomon. From 
henfe towarde the Eaft, reigneth the %de Chrilian Emperoure Prefer lohn whom fum caule Papa lohannes, 
and other lay that he is cauled Pean luan (that is) greate lohn, whofe empyre reachelh farre beyo^ide Nilus, 
and is extended to the coafles of the redde fea and Indian fea. The myddle of the region is alraoft in the, 66. 
degrees of longitude, and. xii. [twelue] degrees of latitude, Abowte this region inhabite the people cauled 
Clodii, Rifophagi, Eabilonii, Axiunite, Mofyli, and Molybe. After thefe is the region cauled Trogloditica, 
whofe inhabitauntes dwell in caues and dennes. For thefe are theyr houfes, and the flefllie of ferpentes theyr 
meate, as wryteth Plinie and Diodorus Siculus. They haue no fpeache, but rather a grynnynge and chatterynge. 
There are alfo people without heades cauled Blemines, hauynge theyr eyes and mouth in theyr breile. Lyke- 
wyfe Strucophagi and naked Ganphafantes. Satyrs alfo which haue nothynge of men but only fhape. More 
ouer Oripei great hunters. Mennones alfo, and the region of Smyrnophora which biyngeth furth myrre. After 
thefe is the region of Azania in the whiche manye elephantes are founde. A great parte of the other regions of 
Afrike that are beyonde the Equinoctiall line, are nowe afcrybed to the kingedorae of Melinde, whofe inhabi- 
tauntes are accuftomed to traffike with the nations of Arabie, and theyr kynge is ioyned in frendfhip with the 
kyng of Portugale, and payeth tribute to Prefter lohn. 

The other Ethiope cauled Ethiopia Interior l^ihaX is) the inner Ethiope, is not yet knowen for the greatneffe 
therof but only by the fea coafles. Yet is it defcribed in this maner. Fyrfle from the Equinoctiall towarde the 
fouth, is a greate region of Ethiopians which bryngeth furth whyte elephantes, tygers, and the bealles cauled 
Rhinocerontes. Alfo a region that bryngeth furth plentie of Cinamorae, lyinge betwene the braunches of Nilus. 
Alfo the kingdome of Habech or HabafTia, a region of Chriflien men, lying both on this fyde and beyonde 
Nilus. Here are alfo the Ethiopians cauled Ichthiophagi (that is) fuch as lyue only by fiffhe : and were fum- 
time fubdued by the warres of great Alexander. Furthermore the Ethiopians cauled Rhapfii, and Anthropo- 
phagi that are accuflomed to eate mans fleflTie, inhabite the regions nere vnto the mountaynes cauled Monies 
Luna, (that is) the mountaynes of the moone. Gazatia, is vnder the tropike of Capricorne. After this, folow- 357 
eth the fronte of affrike, the cape of Buena Speranza or Caput Bona Spei, (that is) the cape of good hope, by Cap. Ssnaspii. 
the which they paffe that fayie from Spayne to Calicut But by what names the capes and goulfes are cauled, 
forafmuche as the (ame are in euery globe and carde, it were here fuperfluous to rehearfe them. 

Sum wryte that Aphrica was fo named by the Grecians bycaufe it is withowt coulde. For the Gr^eke 
letter Alpha or, A, fignifyeth pryuation, voyde, or withowt : and phrice, fignifieth coulde. For in deede althowgh 
in the lleede of wynter they haue a cloudye and tempeilious feafon, yet is it not coulde, but rather fmoothering 
hot with alfo hot rtioures of raine and fumwhere fuclie fcorchynge wyndes, that what by one meanes and other 
they feeme at certeyne tymes to line as it were in fomaces, and in maner alredy halfe way in Purgatorie or hel. 
Gemma Phrifius writeth that in certeyne partes of Aphrica, (as in Atlas the greater) the ayer in the night feafon 
is feene Ihyninge with many llraunge fyers and flames ryfinge in maner as high as the moone : And tliat in the 
element are fumtime harde as it were the founde of pipes, trumpettes, and droommes. Whiche noyfes may 
perhappes be caufed by the vehemente and fundry motions of fuch fyery exhalations in the ayer, as we fe the 
lyke in many experiences wrought by fyre, ayer, and wynd. The bolowneffe alfo and diuers reflexions and 
breaking of the cloudes may be greate caufes hereof, byfyde the vehement cold of the myddle region of the Themydddi 
ayer wherby the fayd fyery exhalations afcending thether are fuddenly (Iryken backe with greate force. For 2y]™it«^ 
enen common and dayly experience teacheth vs by the whyflinge of a buminge forge what noyfe fyer maketh in 
the ayer, and much more where it (Iriueth when it is inclofed with ayer as apereth in gonns, and as the lyke is 
fene in only ayer inclofed, as in oigen pipes and fuch other inft-jumentes that go by winde. For wynde as fay 
the philofophers is none other then ayer vehemently moued, as we fee in a payer of belowes and fuche other. 

Sum of owre men of good credit that were in this lad vyage to Guinea, affirme emeflly that in the nyght 
feafon they felt a fenfible heate to coomme from the beames of the moone. The which thynge althowghe it be 
flraunge and infenfible to vs that inhabite coulde regions, yet doothe it ftande with good reafon that it may fo 
be, forafmuch as the nature of the (larres and planets (as wryteth Plinie) confyfleth of fyre, and conteyneth in it 
a fpirite of lyfe, whiche can not be without heate. 

And that the mo"ne gyueth heate vpon the earth, the prophcte Dauyd fcemetli to confirme in his. Cxx. 
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[isotli] Plahiie, where fpeakynge of fuch men as are defended from euyls by goddes protection, he fayth thus: 
Pa- diem fol non exuret te, nee lima per mdern. That is to fay. In the day the foonne Ihall not burne the nor 
the nioone by nyght. 

They fay furthermore that in certeyne places of the fea, they (awe certeyne flremes of water which they 
caule fpoutes faulynge owt of the ayer into the fea : And that fura of thefe are as bygge as the greate pyllers of 
churches : In fo muche that fumtymes ihey faule into Ihyppes and put them in greate daungiour of drownynge. 
Sura phantafie that tliefe Ihulde bee the cat[a]ractes of heauen whiche were all opened at Noes fludde. But 1 
thynke them rather to be fuche fluxions and eruptions as Ariftotle in his boke de Mundo, iaith to chaunfe in 
the fea. For fpeakynge of fuche thynges as are feene often tymes in the fea, he wryteth thus : Often tymes 
aifo euen in the fua are feene euaporations of fyre, and fuche eruptions and breakyng furth of fprynges, that the 
mouthes of ryuers are opened, whyrlepooles, and fluxions are caufed of fuch other vehement motions not only 
in the middcfl. of the fea, but alfo in creekes and ilreyghtes. At certeyne tymes alfo, a great quamitie of water 
is fuddeynly lyfted vp and car}'ed abowt with the moone. etc. By which woordes of Aryftotle it dooth appcre 
that fuch waters maye bee lyfted vp in one place at one tyme, and fuddeynly faule downe in an other place at 
an other tyrae. And hereunto perhappes perteyneth it that Rycharde Chaunceler toulde me that he harde 
Sebaftian Cabot reporte, that {as farre as I remember) eyther abowt the coaRes of Brafile or Rio de Plata, his 
iliyppe or pinnes was fuddeinly lyfted from the fea and cail vpon the lande I wotte not howe farre. The which 
thynge and fuche other lyke woondcrfull and flraunge woorkes of nature whyle I confyder and caule to remem- 
beraunce the narowncs of mans vnderdandynge and knowleage in comparyfon of her mighty poure, I can but 
ceafe to maniayle and confelTe with Plinie that nothynge is to her impoflible, the lealle parte of whofe poure is 
not yet knowen to men. 

Many thynges more owre men fawe and confydered in this vyage worthy to bee 
noted, wherof I haue thought good to put fum in memory that the reader maye afwell 
take pleafure in the varietie of thynges as knowleage of the hyftorj'e. 

Amonge other thynges therefore touchynge the manets and nature of the people, this may feeme flraunge 
that theyr princes and noble men vfe to pounfe and rafe theyr fkynnes with prety knottes in diuers formes as 
it were branched damafke, thynkynge that to be a decent ornament And albeit they go in maner all naked, 
yet are many of them and efpecially their women in maner laden with collars, brailettes, hoopes, and cluynes 
eyther of golde, copper, or luery. I my felfe haue one of theyT brafelettes of luery wayinge twoo pounde and 
vi. [fix] ounces of Troye weyght, whiche make, xxxviii. [thirty-eight] ounces. This, one of theyr women dyd 
weare vppon her arme. It is made of one hole piece of the byggell parte of the toothe turned and fumwhat 
earned, with a hole in the myddefl. wherin they put theyr handes to weare it on theyr arme. Sum haue of euery 
arme one and as many on theyr legges, wherewith fum of theym are fo galded that althoughe they are in maner 
made lame therby, yet wyll they by no meanes leaue them of. Sum weare alfo on theyr legges great (hackels 
of bryght copper which they thynke to bee no leffe cumly. They weare alfo collars, braflets. garkndes and 
gyrdels of certeyne blewe (lones lyke beades. Lykewyfe fum of theyr women weare on theyr bare armes cer- 
teyne foreneeues made of the plates of beaten golde. On theyr fyngers alfo they weare rynges made of golden 
wyres with a knotte or wrethe lyke vnto that whiche chyldren make in a rynge of a ruflhe. Amonge other 
thinges of golde that owr men bowght of them for exchaunge of theyr wares, were certeyne dogges chaynes and 
coUers. 

They are very ware people in theyr bargenynge, and wyl not lofe one fparke of golde of any value. They 
vfe weyghtes and meafures, and are very circumfpecte in occupyinge the fame. They that (hall haue to do 
with them muil vfe them gentelly ? for they wyl not traiike or biynge in any wares if they be euyll vfed. At 
the fyrfl viage that owr men had into thefe parties, it fo chaunfed that at theyr departure from the fyrtle place 
where they dyd trafike, one of them eyther dole a mufke catte or tooke her a way by force, not myRrudynge 
that that (hulde haue hyndered theyr bargenynge in an other place whyther they intended to go. 15ut for al 
the haa they could make with full fayles, the fame of theyr myfufage fo preuented them that the people of that 
place alfo offended therby, wold bring in no wares : In fo muche that they were inforced eyther to reaore the 
catte or pay for her at theyr price before they could traiike there. 

Theyr houfes are made of foure poaes or trees, and couered with bouwes. 

Theyr common feedynge is of rootes and fuch fyfllies as they take, wherof they haue great plentie. There 
are alfo fuch ilyinge fylthe's as are feene in the fea of the Weae Indies. Owre men falted of theyr fyfflies hopynge 
to prouyde aore therof. But they wolde take no falte : And muae therefore be eaten furthwith as fum lay. 
Howe be it, other affirme that if they be falted immediately after they be taken, they wyl ka vncomtpted. x. 
[ten] or. xii. [twelue] dayes. But this Is more Uraunge, that parte of fuch fleffhe as they caryed with them owte 
of Englande and putrifyed there, became fweete ageyne at thejT returne to the clime of temperate regions. 
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They vfe alfo a (Iraunge makynge of breade in this maner, They grynde betwene two (lones with tlieyr 
handes as much corne as they thynke maye fuffice theyr famelie. And when they haue thus brought it to 
fioure, they put thereto a certeyne quantitie of water and make therof very thin dowgh which they fljske vppon 
fum pofl of theyr houfes, where it is baked by the heate of the fonne t So that when the mailer of the houfe or 
any of his fimely wyli eate thereof, they take it downe and eate it 

The) haue^ery fajre wheate, the ere w hereof is twoo handfulles in length and as bygge as a great bulRiflbc, 
and almofl foure jnches abont where it is bjggeft The Heme or llrawe, femeth to be almofl as bygge as 
the Ijttle fynger of a mant. hande, or l)ttle leife The graynes of this wheate are as bygge as owr peafon : 
rounde alfo, and verye whyte and fumwhat fiijnynge lyke pedes that haue loH theyr colour. Aimofl all the 
fubftauni-e ol theym tumeth into floure, and maketh l)ttle branne or none. I toulde in one ere twoo hundreth 
and three fcore graynes Ihe ere is inclofed m thre blades longer then it felfe, and of two inches brode a 
piece And bj this frutefulnelie the foonne feemeth partly to recompence fuch greefes and moleftations as 
they othernjfe receaue by the Icruent heate thereof It is doubtleffe a woorthy contemplation to confider the 
contrary efitctcs of the foonne . or rather the contrary paffions of fuche thynges as receaue th[e]influence of his 
beames eyther to theyr hurte or benefite. 

Theyr drynke is eyther water or the iufe that droppeth from the cut braunches of the barren date 
trees cauled Palmites. For eyther they hange greate gourdes at the fayde branches euery euenynge and 
let them fo hange all nyght, or els they fet them on the ground vnder the trees that the droppes may 
faule therin. They fay that this kynde of drynke is in tafl much lyke vnto whey, but fumwhat fweeter 
and more plealaunt. They cutte the branches euery euenynge bycaufe they are fered vp in the day by 
the heate of the foonne. They haue alfo great beanes as bygge as chetlenuttes, and verye harde with a (hell 
in thellede ofahulke. 

Many thynges more myght be fayd of the maners of the people and of the woonders 
and monftrous thynges that are engendered in Afrike. But it fhall fuffice to haue 
fayde thus muche of fuch thynges as owre men partely fawe and panely browght with 
them. 

And wheras before fpeakynge of the frute of graynes, I defcrj'bed the fame to haue holes by the fyde (as 
in deede it is as it is browght hether) yet was I aftenvarde informed that thofe holes were made to put llrynges 
or twygges throughe the fnite therby to hange them vp to drye at the fonne. Theygrowe not pafle a foote and 
a halfc or twoo foote frome the grownde ; and are as red as bludde when they are gathered. The graynes 
them felues, are cauled of the phyfitians, Grana Paradyfi. 

At theyr coniminge home, the keles of theyr (hyppes were marueloufly ouergrowen with certen thels of. ii. 
[two] ynches length and more as thycke as they coulde flande, and of fuch byggenes that a man may put his 
thom in the mouthes of them. They certeynly affirme that in thefe there groweth a certeyne ilymy fubllaunce 
which at the length flypping owt of the fhel and fauling in the fea, becometh thofe foules which we cal barnacles 
The lyke Ihelles haue byn feene in fliyppes returning from Iflande. But thefe flielles were not pail halfe an 
inch in length. Of the other that came from Guinea, I (awe the Prytnrofe lyinge in the docke, and in maner 
couered with the fayd flielles, which in my iudgemente fliulde greately hynder her faylynge. Theyr fliyppes 
were alfo in many places eaten with the woormes cauled Bromas or Biflas whereof mention is made in the 
Decades. Thefe creepe betwene the plankes whiche they eate throwgh in many places. 

Amonge other thynges that chaunced to them in this vyage, this is woorthy to be noted, that whereas they 
fayled thether in feuen weekes, they coulde retume in no lefle fpace then. xx. [twenty] weekes. The caufe 
wherof they fay to be this : That abowt the coaH of Cabo Verde, the wynde is euer at the Eafl by reafon whereof 
they were inforced to fayle farre owte of theyr courfe into the mayne Ocean to fjnde the wynde at the 
weft to brynge them home. There dyed of owre men at this laft vyage abowt. xxiiii. [twenty-four] whereof 
many dyed at theyr retume into the clime of the coulde regions, as betwene the Ilandes of Soria and Englande- 
They browght with them certeyne blacke flaues, wherof fum were taule and llronge men, and coulde well agree 
with owr meates and drynkes. The coulde and moyft ayer dooth fumwhat offende them. Yet doubtleiTe men 
that are borne in hotte regions may better abyde coulde, then men that are borne in coulde regions may abyde 
heate, forafmuch as vehement heate refolueth the radicall moifture of mens bodies, as could conftreyneth and 
preferueth the fame 

This is alfo to bee confydered as a fecreate woorke of nature, that throughout all Afryke vnder the Equi- 
noctiall line and neare abowt the fame on bothe fydes, the regions are extreme hotte and the people very blacke. 
Whereas contraryly fucli regions of the Weft Indies as are vnder the fame line, are very temperate and the 
people neyther blacke nor with curlde and fliort woolle on theyr heades as haue they of Afryke, but of the 
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toloure of an olyue with longe and blacke heare on theyr heades ; the caufe of which varietie is declared in 
dyuers places in the Decades, 

It is alfo woortliy to bee noted that fumme of them tliat were at this vyage toulde me. That is, 
that they ouertooke the courfe of the fooniie, fo that they had it north from them at noone the. xiiii, [four- 
teenth] day of Marche. 

And to haue fayde thus mtich of thefe vyages it may fuffice. For (as I haue fayd 
before) Wheras the parteners at whofe charges this booke is pryntcd, woldc longe fence 
haue me proceadcd no further, I had not thought to haue wrytten any thynge of thefe 
vyages but that the liberalitic of maftcr Toy encoraged me to attempt the fame. 
Whiche I fpcake not to the reproche of other in whome I thynke there lacked no good 
wyll, but that they thought the booke wolde be to chargeable. 
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c THE MANER OF FYNDYNGE THE LONGITVDE OF 

regions by dyvers waves after the description of 

Gemma Phrysivs. 




brceauynge what contention is and longe hath byn 
not only amonge the pylottes that by trauaylynge 
the fea haue obferued the ftarres, but alfo amonge 
film men that are fkylfuU in mathematical! fciense, 
wherof many affirme that the longitude (that is to 
meane, the courfe from the Eaft to the Wefte) can 
not be perfectely knowen, I haue thowght good for 
the better fatiffying of fuch as defire to haue fum 
knowleage hereof, to interprete fuch demonftrations 
as I haue redde of the declarynge of the fame in 
Gemma Phryfius, who as touchynge this matter 
hath added th[e]inuentions of other, a more cer- 
tcyne way of his own diuife wherby (as he fayth) 
he can fynde the longitude of regions although he 

were dryuen owt of the way a thoufande myles into places vnto hym vtterlye vnknowen 

and of vnknowen diftance. He wryteth therfore as foloweth. 

Whtn yow haue founde the place of the mone, yow ought to confyder the houre when Ihe occupyed that 
place. Then eyther by the Ephimerides or by the tables of Alphonfus yowe owght to knowe in what houre the 
moone entereth into the fame figne of the Zodiake in an other region or towne whofe longitude is well knowen. 
Then reducynge the houres to. xxliii. [twenty-four] the leffe number of houres is to be deducted out of the 
greater number. Then the remanent of the houres and mynutes is to be brought to degrees in this maner. 
Multiplie the hours by. xv. [fifteen] and diuide the minutes of the houres by foure : fo fhall appere the degrees 
of the Equinoctial conteyned betwene two meridians. And if after this diuifion there remayne any minutes, 
multiplie them alfo by. xv. [fifteen] and tberby Ibalbe knowen the minutes of degrees. Adde this difference of 
longitude founde to the longitude of the region knowen if the houres of that place bee more in number : or take 
awaye from the feme longitude if they be leffe : So fhall yowe in fine gather the longitude of the place vnknowen 
from the Ilandes of Canarie. But the fame is more eafely and redely found geometrically by the globes by this 
meanes. Set directly vndcr the meridian, the place whofe longitude is knowen in the globe. Then directe the 
poynte or flyle that moueth abowt the pole, to the houre in the whiche the moone occupyetb the place affigned 
in that region. Then tume the globe vntyll the flyle that fiieweth the houre, be coomme to the houre in the 
whiche yowe fowght the vnknowen place of the moone. And fo Iball the degrees of the Equinoctiall diilaunte 
or diuyded frome the moueable meridian, declare the longitude of the region which yow feeke, Neuertheleffe, 
the more certeine way wherby the differences of longitudes may bee founde, is by fum one thynge that in one 
moment appeareth in all regions, as by the eclypfes of the moone. For the dyuers houres beinge knowen in 
the whiche the (ayd eclypfes chaunce in dyuers regions, the longitude maye thus afwell be knowen by geometric 
and arithmetike, as it is foirade by the rule bete before. But forafmuch as this doth neyther appere at al tymes 
nor to all men, and the other way is fumwhat difficult, neyther at al tymes redy by reafon of the coniunctions 
or the mone and furthermore alfo fumtymes vncerteyne and varying fumwhat from the truth for the dyuers 
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arpectes and latitudes of the raone, it fo chaunceth iiereby that wee haue eyther no longitudes or the fame very 
vncerteyne of many regions, and efpecially of thofe which the Spanyardes haue of late difcouered. For no 
certentie doubtleffe can be knowen by fuch commenfurations as are made in the wanderynge turnynges and 
wyndynges of fuch vyages, as Ptolome affirraeth in the firil booke of his Cofmographie. I H'yil therfore ai.lde 
herevnto fum thynge of myne owne inuention whereby by an eafy ivay and at all tymes the longitudes of regions 
may bee founde in all vyages and nauigatioiis. 




C A newe mancr of fyndynge the Longitudes of regions. 

Ee fee that in thefe owtc dayes certe\Tie lyttle clocXes are very artificially made the whiche for 
theyr fmaule quantitie are not comberous to be caryed abowt in all vyages. ITiefe often 
tymes moue continually for the fpace of x\iui [twenty-four] houres : and may with helpe 
contineive theyr mouynge in maner perpetually By tlie helpe therfore of thefe the longi- 
tude may bee founde after this maner Before wee enter into any vyage, wee mufte fyrfte 
forefee that the fayde clocke exactly obferue the houres of the place from whenfe we departe : 
And ageyne that in the way it neuer ceafe Accomplyfihynge therefore, xv. [fifteen] or. xx. 
[twenty] myles of the vyage, if wee defyre to knowe hon e much m longitude we are dyRant frome the place al 
owre departure, we muft tary vntyll the poynt oi ft) le of the clocke do exactly come to the poynt oi 
fum houre : and at the fame moment by owr AUrolabie or globe, owght wee to feeke the 
houre of the place where we bee : The which yf it agree in minute with the houres 
which the Horofcopium or afcendent doolh fliewe, then is it certeyne 
that wee are yet vnder the fame Meridian or the fame Longi- 
tude : and that oivre courfe hath byn towarde the 
fouth or north. But if it dyff"er one hour or 
any mynute, then are the fame 
to bee reduced to de- 
grees or minutes as we haue tought in the chapiture here before. 
And fo (hall the longitude bee founde. And by this arte can 
I fynde the longitude of regions althowgh I were a 
thoufand myles owt of my attempted courfe 
and in an vnknowen dillance, but 
the latitude muft fyrfte bee 
perfectely knowen. 
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C A brycfc reherfal of the contentes of the bookes oftkefyrft Decade, andfo 
folowynge of atl the other Decades. Folio, i. \p. 65.] 




j|^f the fyrfl booke is declared howe Chiiflophoni5 
Colonus otherwyfe cauled Columbus, periuailed 
Femanilo and Elizabeth, prynces of Spayne, to 
foorlher his attempte in fearehing newe and yn- 
knowen landes in the Weft Ocean. Alio of the. 
vii. Ilandes of Canarie, by whom they were founds 
and conquered. 

Howe Colonus founde the Ilandcs of Hifpaniola, 
and Cuba; And of the fierce people cauled Canj- 
bales or Caribes, which are accuftomed (o eale mans fleflhe. 

Of the rootes cauled Ages, lueca, and the grayiie Maizium, wherof the 
people of the Ilandes make theyr breade. 

Of the golde found in the fandes of ryuers, and of the TeqJentes which 
are without hurte. Alfo of turtle doues, duckes, and popyngiayes 

Of Maflji, and Aloe, with dyuers frutes and trees vnknowen to vs and 
of the frutefulnes of the Hand of Hifpaniola which the Spanyardes caule 
Spagnuola, 

Of the feconde vyage of Colonus into thefe regions, and howe he waa 
fumyflhed with. svii. fhyppes and a Ihoulande and two hundreth fould)era, 
with all Itynde of artiliarye, artificers, and grayne to fowe. And of the 
tree frome the which water droppeCh continually into a trenche made by 
mans hande. 



^° The confeiites of thefccomi booke. Fol. 4 \p. 68.] 

C Howe Colonus departynge from the Ilandes of Canarie, fayled.viii. 
hundreth and. ix. leaques in. ixi. dayes, and came to Dominica an TIande 
of the Canibales; And or the fragrant fcuour of fpices which proceded 
from the Ilandes. 

Of the Ilandes of Galanta or Gakna and Guadalupea, and of the trees 
which beare that kynde 01 cotton whiche the Italians caule Bombafine, and 
the Spanyardes Algadon, 

Of dyuers kyndcs of popingiayes; And of the Iland of Matmmo or 
Madinino, being inhabited only with women: Alfo of dvuers other ftute 
full Ilandes : And of a conflicte which the Spanyardes had with the Cam 

Of certeyne Ilandes in the which are feene the mynes of metals and 
precious Hones; and of the fruteful! and peopulous Hande canled Buri- 
chena or Boriquen. or Infula S. hhannis. 

Howe all the Admirals men whicbe at his fyrft vyage he lefle in Hif- 
paniola, were ilayne in his abfence by the rebellion of Guaccanarillus, 
bynge of the Region of Xamana : and of the free kynde of lyfe which they 
leade that haue not the vfe of money. 

Of the. vii, raaydens which fwamme. iii. myles in the fea ; And of the 
maner of gathetyng of gold in the fands of riuers. 



« The CotttenUs oj th£ thyrde booke. Fol. 10. \p, 73.] 

C A particular defcription of the Hande of Hifpaniola, whiche Colonns 
tliynketh to be Ophir, from whenfe kynge Salomon had his great ryches 
of golde. 

Of the maruelous fralefulnes of Hifpaniola, and of the fuger canes 
growynge there. 



Of the golden regions of Cipanga or Cibaua, and of the ryuers in whofe 
fandes is founde great plenlie of golde. 

Of certeyne graines of gold of exceadyng great quantitie. 

Of wylde vines of pleafaunt tafte, and of grade which in foure dayes 
groweth as hygh as wheate. 

Of the Hande of lohanna or Cuba, beinge the ende of the Eaft and the 
Weft ! And of the fnitefiill and peopulous Hande of lamaica, 

Howe the Admirall thought that he had fayled abowte the loweft hemi- 
fpherie or halfe circle of the earth, and of a fecreate of Aftronoroie 
touchynge the fame matter, 

Howe the Admirall gaue names to. vii. hundreth Ilandes, and palled by 
three thoufande vnnamed. 

Of certeyne ferpentes lyke vnto Crocodiles of. yiii. foote longe, whofe 
flefftie IS delicate to be eaten : and of certeyne trees which beare gourdes. 

Of the ryuer whofe water is very hotte : and of the huntynge fyfthe 
«liii.h takelh other fyflhes. 

Of great abundaunce of Tortoyfes as bygge as targets, and of a frufefull 
mountayne well inhabited. 

Of dogges of deformed (hape and dum ; And of whyte and thicke water. 

Of wooddes of date trees and pynepaple trees, and of certeyne people 
appareled like white friers. 

Of certeyne trees whiche beare fpices, and of cranes ol exceadynge 
bignes. 

Of (locke doues of more pleafaunte talle then partriches. 

An oration of a barbarous gouernoure as touchinge the immortalitie of 
the fowle ; Alfo of the tewarde of vertue and punyilhmente of vice, 

A fimilitude ol the golden worlde, and of prouifion withowle care. 

Howe the admirall lell ficke by reafon of to much watchynge : And of 
a fedition which rofe among the Spaniardes in the Ilande of Hifpaniola. 



G Tlie ConkntM of the fourth book€. Fol. 18. {p. 79.] 

Howe the Kynges of the Ilande of Hifpaniola, were by the Spaniardes 
myf behanoure prouoked to Rebellion : And howe the admirall fent for 

Howe kinge Caunaboa the Lorde of the houfe of golde, that is, of the 
mountaynes of Cibaua, conipired the Admirals death, and how he with 
his familie were taken prifoners. 

Of a greate famine that chaunced in the Iland o( Hifpaniola : and howe 
the Admiral builded certeyne fortrelles. 

Of a piece of rude golde waighinge. xx. vnces : and of the myne of the 
riehe metall cauled Electrum. 

Ol Ihe mountayne in the whyche is fonnde greate plentye of Amber and 
orpemente ; And of the woiddes of brafile trees. 

Howe th[e]inbabitauntes are put to theyre tribute 1 And howe the 
nature of the Region difpofethe the maners of the people. 

Howe the brother of kinge Caunaboa came ageynfle the Admiral with 
an army of fiue thowfand naked men : and how he was taken and his 
army put to flyght. 

Of Ihe fmtfiill vale Magona, in the fandes of whofe ryuers is founde 
great plentie ot golde ; and of certeyne whirlewyndes and tempeftes. 

Howe the Admirall fente foorthe his brother liartholoineus Colonus 
with an array 01 men to fearch the gold mines and of tte foffes which he 
ibund to haue hin digged in old tyme 
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C T?u Contentes of the. v. booke. Fol. zz. [/. S2.] 

Howe the Lieuetenaunt buildcd a fortre{Ve in the golde mynes ; Am! 
prepared inftramenles for the pourginge and fyiiinge of the goliie. 

Howe certeyne fhyppes laden with vyttayles, came frome Spayne : And 
howe the Lieuetenaunt fent the kynges which rebelled, with three huiid- 
relh captiues into Spayne. 

Howe the Liefetenaunte reuioued his Iiabyfacion ; And buylded a 
fottrefie which he cauled faynt Dominickes towre Alfo howe he pafled 
ouer the ryuer Naiba, and entered into the wooddes of brafyle trees. 

Howe the great kynge Beuchius Anacaudioa, frendely etiterteyned the 
Lieuetenaunt, and browght hym to his pallayce, where the kynges ivyues 
and concubines receaued him honorably with poiiipes and triumphes. 

Of the fortreffes which were erected in Hifpaniola ; And howe the 
Lieuetenaunt enacted tribute of the kynges whicbe rebelled ageyne. 

Howe the Lieuetenaunt fette Tppon the kynges vnwares in the jiyght 
feafon, and tooke. xiiii. of them pryfoners. 

Howe Itynge Guarionexius, capitayne of the confpiracie was pardoned, 
and howe he perfuaded the people to obedience. 

Howe kynge Beuchius Auaeauehoa, fente mefTingers to the Lieuetenaunt 
to repayre to his pallayce where he founde xxxii. kinges redy with Ihcyr 
tributes : And howe the queene Anacaona enlyfed hym to eate of the 
ferpentes flefflie. 

Howe the ferpentes flellhe is prepared to be eaten ; And how delicate 
meate tbeyr ^ges are yf they be fodden. 

Howe queene Anacaona, lyfter to kynge Beuchius Anacauchoa, enter- 
teyned the Liefetenaunt, and gaue hym muche houlholde ftuffe and many 
veffels of Hebene woodde artificially wrought and earned. 

Howe kynge Anaeauehoa and the queene his fyller went aboorde the 
Liefetenaunt his (hyppe, and howe greately they were amafed to beholde 
the furniture therof. 

Howe Roldanus Xeminus a Spaniarde, rebelled in the Lleuetenauntes 
abfcnce ; by wliofe myfdemeanour alfo kinge Guarionexius was prouoked 
to a newe confpiracie, and with hym Maiobanexius the kynge ol the 



^° The contentes ofihcfyxie boke. Foli. 28, [/, S7 ] 

C The thyrde vyage of Colonus, and hon'o he diuerted from his accuf- 
tomed rafe by the llandes of Canarie to the Ilande of Madera for feare ol 
certayne ftenche pirates and rouers. 

Of the. xiii. llandes which in o!de lyme were cauled Hefperides, ind are 
nowe cauled the llandes ot Caput Viride or Cabouerde. Alfo of the 
Tortoyfes of the Ilande of Bonauifta, wherwith the leaper is healed. 

Howe the Admirall founde contagious ayre and extreme heate nere the 
Equinoctial where the north pole was eleuate onely fyue degrees ; And 
how failyng from thence weftward, he founde the ftarres placed in other 
order, and the fea ryfynge as it were the backe of a mountayne, 

Howe the Admyrall faylynge weftwarde, and neuer pafTyrg owte of the 
clyme or paraleles of Ethiope, founde a temperate Region and people of 
goodly corporature : And what difference is betwene the natures of Regions 
beyng vnder one paralele and one eleuation of the pole. 

Of the llandes of Pula and Margarita : and of the fwift courfe or faule 
of the Ocean from the Esft to the wefte. 

Of the gonlfes cauled Os Draconis 1 And of the conflicte betwene the 
frefhe water and the falte. 

Of a feaof fre/he water: And a mountayne inhabited onely with monkeys 
and roarmafeltes. 

Ot the fayre, riche, and large region 01 Faria ; And howe frendly 
th[e]inhabitantes enfteated the Admyiall and his men. Alfo of pleafauiile 
wyne made of dyuerfe fruites : And of greate abundaunoe of perles and 
golde. 

Of the regions ol Cumana, Manacapana, and Curiana, beynge regions 



of the large prouynce of Paria : And of the fea of herbes 01 

A certeyn fecreate as touchynge the pole llarre ai 
fame : Alfo of ihe roundneffe of the earlhe. 



ion of til 



Of the mountayiies of Paria in (li 
affirmeth the earthly Paradife to be I 
of the (irme land or continent of India, 



C The contmtcs of the. vii. hooke. Fol. 33. [/. 90.] 

C Howe Roldanus Xeminus with his confetherates, accufed the Admi- 
ral! to the kynge : And howe he pourged hym felfe and accufed them 

Howe kynge Guarionexius rebelled ageyne : And with him kyng Maio- 
banexius ; Alfo howe they with other kinges came ageynll the Lieueten- 
aunte with an armye of, viii. thoiifande naked and paynted Cigiiauians. 
Alfo twoo rare exemples of frendlhyppe and faythfulnes in barbarous 



Howe Colonus the Admimll and the Liefetenaunte hys brollier, 
fent bounde into Spayne : And newc ofliceri appoynted in Iheyr placi 



T7ie cmteiites of the. viii boohe. Fol. 37, \p. 94.] 

C The nauigation of Pdi-us Aipkonfus frome Spayne to Paria, where in 
the region of Curiana, he had in fhorte fpace, iv. vnces of pearlcs and 
gfeate plenty of vytailes lor haukes bellees, pynnes, lokinge glaffes, and 
fuche other tryfelles. 

Of certeyn eoniectures wherby Paria is thought to bee parte of the (irme 
lands : And of the golden region of Cauchiela, where in the moneth of 
Nouember the ayre is temperate and not coulde. 

Howe Alphonfus had a conflicte with the Canihals : and howe they 
are acuftomed to inuade other confreys. 

Of greate abundaunce of lalte in the region of Haraia 1 and howe the 
dead bodyes of theyr prynces are dryed, referued, and relygioudy honoureil. 

Howe Alphonfus at his retume to Spayne frome Curiana, brought with 
hym Ihreefcore and. xvi. pounde weight of pearles which he bought fur 
owre tryfells amountinge only to the value of fiue fhillyngs. 



77ie contentes of the. ix. booke. Fol, 40. [/. 96.] 

C The Nauigation of Vincentius Pinionus and Aries Pinzoniis, and 
howe they fayled beyonde the Equinoctiall lyne, lofle the fy^lit of the 
northe flarre, and founde the flarres in other order. 

Howe Vincentius pallynge the equinoctiall towarde the foiilhe pole, 
founde fieree and warlike people of great (lature ; And of the fea of freihe 

Howe Vincentius directing his courfe towarde the north wefte from the 
equinoctiall, recouered the fyght of the northe pole, and by the regions of 
Mariatamball, Camomorus, and Pericora, came to the fayre and ryche 
prouinee of Paria, and to the regyons of Os Draconis, Cumana, Mana- 
capana, Curiana. &c. 

A coniecture that Paria (wherby is ment that mayne land now cauled 
America) fhulde be parte of the fynne lande or continent of India, beyonde 
the ryuer of Ganges and no ilande : And of the excedynge great riuer 
Maragnonus leplenifhed with llandes. 

Of Eorioflomea and Spirioftomea, the mouthes of the famous ryuer of 
Danuhius, cauled in olde tjme IHer: And of the commodities of the regions 
and llandes about Paria. Alfo of the woodes of brafile trees. 

Of many Irutfull llandes wafted and lefte defoJate by refon of the Cani- 
balles crueltie : And of the trees of Cafiia Fiftula. Alfo of other trees of 
excedyng bygnefle. 

The defcriplion of a certayne monftruous lieafie, And how Vincentius 
lofte two of his fhyppes by tempeftes. 

Howe Vincentius at his returne to Spayne, brought with hym cinamonie, 
gynger, and certayne precious floones cauled Topafes. And of the naui- 
gations of certayne other inhabitantes of the towne of Palos, 

Of the precious medicine cauled Anirae Album. And of the diucrfe 
fuperftitions of the inhabitauntes of Hifpaniola, Alfo of their Idolatry, 
and howe ihey honour the ymages of deuylles, whiche they caule Zemes. 
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C llie Conkntes ef the. x. booke. Fol. 48. [/. 103.] 

Of great plentie of goMe, perles, and franltetifenee found in the regions 
ol Paria. And of innumerable beaftes in (hape dyfferynge from owres. 

Howe the Spaniardes profered them felues to conquere the newe foijnde 
Inndes, beynge in largenefie thryfe as great as Europe befyde the fouthe 
lande? parteynynge to the Portugales. And howe the nature of the place 
altereth the formes and qualities ofthynges. 

Of the Ilande of Cuba, and of the golde mynes of the Hand of Sancli 



lohannis, otherwife cauled Butichcna, or Baclicna. Alfo of the ryehe 
golde mynes of Hifpaniola, and of the order of workynge in the fame. 

Of the two chiefe golde mynes of Hif|ianiola. And of a pece of golde 
weyinge thre thoufande thre hiuidreth and tenne poundc weyght. 

Howe the golde is fyned and diftrybuted : And howe that only in the 
meltynge Ihops of the two golden mynes of Hifpaniola, is molten yearely 
aboue three hundreth thoufande pounde weyght of golde, 

Howe th[e]enterptyres of the Spanyardes are not inferior to lh[e]aetes of 
Satumus or Hercules : And howe the Admyrall difcouered the lande ouer 
^eynll llie weft comer of Cuba and the Ilande of Guanafia. 



C The Contentes of the bookes of the feconde Decade. 



C Tlie contentes pf the fyrjl booke. Fol. 51. [/. 106] 

C Howe after the death of Colonus the Adniirall, the Itynge gi f 
lycence to all fuche as wolde attemple any vyagcs ; And of the na ^ t 
of Diego Nicuefa, and Aiphonfus Fogeda 

Of the Ilande Codego and the region of Caramairi ; And of t yn 
fweele apples whiehe tume into woornies when they are eaten, wh f t es 
are alfo contagious, 

Howe Alfonfus Fogeda, the Lieuetenaunt of Vraba, encounteryng th 
the barbarians had the onerthrowe. And howe in this conllicle, fyf f 
his men were flayne with lohannes de la Cofla theyr capytayne. 

Howe Fogeda, and Nicuefa the Lieuetenaunte of Beragua, reue g d the 
death of Iheyr coompanyons ; And howe Fogeda came to th II i 
Fortis and the region of Caribana where he was repulfed from the golde 
mynes by the tiercenefle of the barbarians vfyng arrowes infected with 
poyfon, 

Howe Fogeda was wounded in the thygh with a venemous arrowe, and 
his men almoit confumed with famyn. 

Howe a brigantine was drowned with the ftroke of a fyflhe ! And of the 
nauigation of Ancifus from Hifpaniola to Vraba. 

Of the Lamentable fhyppewracke of Ancifus : And of the dale trees and 
wylde bores which he founde. 

Of the frutes or apples of the trees cauled Ceders ofLibane which beare 
owlde frutes and newe all the yeare. 

Howe onely three of the Canibales with tlieyr bowes and inuenemed 
arrowes aflayled Ancifus with a hundreth of his men ; In which conflicte 
they wounded and flewe many. Alfo of theyr fwyftneffe of foote. 

Of the great ryuer of Dariena ! And how Ajicifus encountered with iyue 
hundreth of lh[e]inhaliitauntes of the goulfe of Vraba and put them to 
flyght. Alfo howe he founde greate plentie of wrought golde and houf- 
holde (tuffe in a thycket of reedes. 



C The contaites of tJie feconde booke. Fol. 58. [/. iii.] 

C Howe Nicuefa lofle his felowes in the darke nyght and went pad the 
mouth of the ryuer Bera^a which he fought ; And howe the capitaynes 
of the other ihyppes confulted how to fyndc hym. Alfo of the ryuer 
Lagarlos In the which great Lyfartes are founde much lyke vnto the 
Crocodiles of Nilus. 

Howe the capitaynes forfooke theyr Ihyppes that the fouldyers myght 
bee without hope of departure ; And of the miferable chaunee of Peti-us 
de Vmbria and his felowes. 

By what chaunee Nicuefa was founde, and of the calamities which he 
and his coompany fufteyned. Alfo of the region of Cracia Dei or Cera- 
baro, and of the lyuer of SancCi Matthci. 



H w Nicuefa caufed them to remone theyr habltacion from Beragua (o 
p ynt Marmor where he bylded a forlrelfe And howe his men by warre 

d f myn, were confumed from feuen hundreth and odde, to fcarfely one 
1 d th, 

H w one Vafchus Nunnez vfurped th[e]autoritie of the Lieue- 
t n t fhyppe of Vraba in th[e]abfenee of Fogeda: And of the naui- 
g t f Rodericus Colmenaris from Hifpaniola to Vraba, 

Of the rjTiier Gau-a defcendynge from the toppe of a hygh mountayne 

d with fhowe : And howe Rodericus Colmenaris in a conflicte 

Bg )n(l: the barbarians, lofle. xlvii, of his men by reafon of theyr inuenemed 

Of the force of the poyfon wherewith the harbarians infccte theyr 
arr -s, and a remedie for the fame. Alfo howe Colmenaris by gurnefhot 
and kyndelynge fyers on the hyghe toppes of the rockes, came to the 
Spanyardes lefte defolate in Dariena. 



G The contentes of the thyrde hooke. Fol. 61. [/. 114,] 

C Howe Nicuefa was fought foorlh to acquiete the contentions of 
Vraba : And howe he was ageyne reiected. 

Howe Vafchus Nuimei inuaded, tooke pryfoners, and fpoyled the kynges 
bortherynge abowt the region of Vraba : And howe Ancifus Lieuetcnatmt 
for Fc^eda was caft in pryfon, and aflerwarde fet at libertie, 

Howe Ancifus tooke his vyage from Vraba to Spayne to accufc Vafchus : 
who alfo at the fame tyme fent Valdiuia afwell to fpeake in his defence, as 
alfo to certifie the kynge of theyr doynges, 

Howe kynge Careta confpired with the Spanyardes ageynft kynge 
Poncha whom they put to flyght and fpoyled his vyllage. 

Howe kynge Comogrus frendely enterteyned the Spanyardes and brought 
them to his pallaice where he fhewcd them the dryed Carkafes of his 
aunceftours refcrued and fumptuoufiy apparelled ; And howe the kynges 
elder fonne gaue Vafchus and Colmenaris foure thoufand vnces of wrought 
gold and fiflie Haues, Alfo a wyttie oration which he made to the Spany- 
ardes, wherein he certifyed theym ot a countrey exceadynge ryehe in 
golde, S;c. 



C The contentes of the fourth hoohe. Fol. 66. [/, 118.] 

C Of horryble thunder and lygbtnynge in the moonelh of Nouember, 
and of grayne which waxeth rype Ihryfe a yeare Alfo how digeftion is 
llreugthened by owlwarde coulde. 

Howe Valdiuia is fent ageyne into Hifpaniola to moue the gouernour 
and counfayle there to fende into Spayne to the kynge for a fupplie of a 
thoufand fouldyers to make way to the golden mountaynes : And howe 
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The contentes of the decades. 



lie carycd h h h m li It p (I ) I yf j rle of golde 
and other thj gea 

Howe Vif h ded li k> g inh byty g h ns about the 

goulfe of Vraba, W hpk Dbb fljt.l't, in whofe 

vyllage he f Id am j g 1 ght o( feuen 
thoufande C ft 11 

Ol battes asbygas d hhfmml men in the 

nyghl in Ih fleepe 1 f bj > g If b healed with 

water of ll f b ca If th un li 



Of the Uande of Cannafiftula, and a (owne of fyue hundreth houfes, 
wbofe kynge Abenamachei was taken and his arme cutte of in the 
fyghl. 

Of trees of exceadynge bygneffe and heyglit : And howe kynge Abibciba 
had his pallaice in the toppe oi a tree frome the which he was infoiced to 
defcende and entreate of peace. 



e The contenks of the fyfth boohe. Fol. 69. [/. 120,] 

C Howe kynge Abraiba ilewe a capilayne of the Spanja ds anJ 
caufed the kynges to rebelL Alfo hone they were put lo Hygh ajid many 
of theyr men flayne. 

Of fyue kinges which attempted a newe confpiracie with a hand e b 
great Canoas and fine thoufand men ; And howe theyr intent was be 1 aj ed 
by a woman, and preueuted. Alfo howe Rodericus Colmena s fa ked 
llie vyllage of Tichiri and honge the Itynge therof with foure of h s eh efe 
lulers, and eommaunded thetn to be fhotte through with arrowes. 



C The contentes of the fyxU hooke. Fol, 72. 



■A 



C Howe Vafchus with his confelherafes, fenle loliannes Quicedus 
and Colmeiiaris from Dariena lo Hifpaniola and from thenfe to Spayne to 
the kyi^ for a tlioufand men lo pafTe ouer the mounlaynes to Ihe golden 
regions : And what miferies they fufteyned in that vyage. Alfo of the 
death of Val[di]uia, Zamudius, and Fogeda, 

Of the profperous vyage of Ancifus. And howe godde wrought miracles 
by the fimple fayth of a mariner. Alfo how god refpecteth lh[e]infancie 
of iayth for leles fake : And howe one religion turned into another, holdeth 
ilyll many thinges of the fyrfte. 

Howe many of the barbarians were baptifed by leafon of the miracles : 
And howe they rewarded the preftes by whome they were baptifed. 

Howe Ancifus Ihortly after his arryuall in Spayne, reforted to the courtc 
and made his complaynt to the kinge of th[e]infolencie of Vafchus, wher- 
uppon the kynge gaue fentence ageyiift hym : And howe apte the barbar- 
ous nations arc to embiafe the Chriftian fayth. 



C The contentes of the feuenth hooke. Fol. 79. [/. 126.] 

fl Howe Quicedus and Colmenaris the procuratouts of Dariena, were 
honorably enterteyned at the courle and brought to the kynges prefenee ; 
And howe theyr complexion was chaunged by alteration of the ayer. 

Howe Petrus Arias a noble man, was elected gouernour and Licuetenaunt 
of Dariena : And howe other of the court laboured for the fame office. 
Alfo howe the byflhop of Surges fpake to the kynge in his behalfe. 

Howe Petrus Arias had a thoufande and two hundrethe fouldyers 
appoynted hytn at the Itynges charges : And of the kynges cuftome houfe 
in the citie of Ciuile, cauled the houfe of the contracles of India. 

Howe a great number of Spanyardes profered themfelues to go at theyr 
owne chaiges ; And of a reilraint made that no ilraunger niyght paffe 
without the kynges licetice. Alfo howe the autour reproueth Aloifius 
Cadamuftus a wryter of the Portugales vyages. 

Howe Petrus Arias fliorlely after his departure frome Ciuile, loll two of 
his (hyppes and was dryuen backe ageyne by tempeft ; And howe beinge 
newly fumyflhed, hee paffed the Ocean with more profperous wyndes. 

The thyrde vyage of Vincenlius Pinionus, and howe he came to the 



regions of Paria where eucoiinlerynge with th[e]inhabitauntes he put them 
fytH to llyght ! but after faulyng to entreatie of peace, they g?ue hym 
greate plentie of golde and abundaunce of mafculine frankenfence with 
dyuers other princely prefentes. 

Of the greate multitude of popingiayes which are in the region of I'atiii, 
and howe th[elinhabitours are apparelled. Alfo of the fyue kynges that 
made a league of frendefhyppe with Vincentius. 

Howe Vincentius fayled Eaftwarde by the tracte of the regions of Paria 
vntyll he came to the poynte [Cd/. 5. AHqumni\ of that longe lande which 
the aulour fuppofcth to be the greate Ilandc Atiantike wherof the owlde 
wryteis make mention. 



C The contentes of the. z'iu. booke. Fol. 80. [/. 129] 

C A contention betwene the Caftiliaiis and Portugales as concemynge 
the diuifion of the newe founde landes : And howe the controller lie was 
fynyflhed by the byfhop of Rome, 

Howe Don Chryftopher the gouemoure of the Ilande of Sancti lohannis, 
was flayne by the Canibales and the byflhop put to flyght. Alfo of the 
othe byflhops of the Ilandes. 

Howe the Canibales of the Hand of Sancta Crux, Hew and eate a kynge 
h cerleyne of his men beinge frendes to the Chryftians and made fag- 
g es of tlieyr bones : And how querelynge with owre men, they put them 
ilcncc 



C The contentes of the. ix. booke. Fol. 81. [/. 130.] 

C Of the maruelous fmtefulnes of the regions of Beragua, Vtaba, and 
Dariena; And of the dyuers kyndes of trees and fnites. Alfo of the plea- 
faunt lafte of fwynes flefthe beinge fedde with the frutes of Mirobalaue trees. 

Of Lions and Tygers and other wylde beaftes : And of a beafte of 
ftraunge forme. 

Of the ryuers of the goulfe of Vraba, as the ryuer of Dariena and Rio 
Grandis ; And howe the great ferpentes cauled Crocodiles, are founde in 
other ryuers byfyde Nllus in Egypte. Alfo howe th[e]autour of this booke 
was fent AmbalTadour to the Soldane of Alcayr in Egipte. 

OF the Portugales nauigations, and of the ryuer Senega founde by them 
lo bee a chanel of Nllus. Alfo of the multitude of bytdes and foules beinge 
in the maryfthes of Dariena. 

A phylofophicall difcourfe of th[e]originall and generation of fprynges 
and ryuers ; And of the breadth of the lande diuydynge the north and 
fouth Ocean. 

Of the great ryuer Matagnonus and of the earthly Paradyfe : And howe 
fprynges arc engendered by conuercion of ayer into water. 

Of the often faule of rayne vnder the Equinoctiall line, and of the pores 
of the fea opened by the South wyndes. 

Of the great lyuers of Tanais, Ganges, Danubius, and Eridanus, famous 
to the owlde wryters : And howe cerleine ryuers runnynge throiighe the 
caues of the earthe, brealte furlh into fprynges afarre of. 



C The contentes of the. x. booke. Fol. 86. [/. 134.] 

C Howe the newe founde landes difcouered by the Spanyardes in the 
Weft Ocean, are eyght tymes bygger then Italie befyde that which the 
Portugales poiTelTe : And of the cardes of the fea drawen by Colonns and 
Americus Vefputius. 

The older of meafarynge the lande ; And howe a league conteyneth 
foure myles by fea and but three by lande. 

The Nauigation of lohannes Dias, and of the fundiye eleuations of the 

Of the Ilande of Boiuca or Agnaneo, and of the fpringe whofe water 
being dronke, caufeth owld men to loke yonge. 

Howe Nicuefa and his fouldiers were fo oiiprelfeil with famin, that they 
were dryuen to eate mangle dog^es, toades, and deade men : And howe a 
brothe made of a dogges Ikinne, was foalde for many pieces of golde. 
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Personal vamcs, and names of places, chiefly outside Europe. 
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Abarien iakna, 255 


Alcantara, 165 




Ancbus, 108, 109, no, 113, it4, 


Areuado, 232 


Abdui river, 315 


Alcarai, Antonie of, 272 




115, 116, 118, 119, 123, 124, 


Atgiila, City of, 374 


Alwnamachie, King, 119, 120, (ai 


Alcayr [Cairo}, City of, 13, 14 


63, 


125. 126, 137 


Ariane, 245 




131,153.172,186,267,285, 


3->7. 


Ancyra, 311 


Arias, Helizabetha Boadilla, 127 


Abila inounUynes, 236 


315. 374 




Andalusia, xiii., 130, 220, 225, 


Arias, Petrits, 61, 126, 127, 13'), 


Abraham, 51,52 


Alcaiaua, Simon of, 272 




339 


137, 142, 156, 157, 158, t6j, 


Abraiba, 120, 121 


Alday, James, xix., xx. 




Andalusia, Noua, 130 


165, 17S, 179, iSl, 198, 19J, 


Abraytne Fiouince, z:6 


Alexander, xxix., xxxHi., xliv 


. 5. 


Andreas, Moralis, I2\ 


214 


Aburema river, 135, 152 


32, 50, 74, 129, 176, 201, 


241. 


Andre we, Lawrence, xfvi. 


Arimathia, Joseph of, 5S 


Acatan, 34 


248,273,274,285,310,315, 


325, 


Andtoniciis, xlviii. 


Arion, 171 


Acaleba, 153 


339, 385 




Anes, John, 377. 378 


Aristarchas, 398 


Achaia, 176 


^exandria. City of, 110, 1 53, 


2'7, 


Angloria, 43, 63, 65, lS5, 237. 


Ariatocleon, 41 


Achas lown, 315 


267, Z83, 351 




246, 299 


.\ristotle, xliii., xliv., 9, 10, 67, 




Alejiandryne, Patriarch of, xax 




Anghiera, xxxvii. 


142, 179, 278, 393, 313, 338, 


Achilles, 5 


Alfonsusde Ponte, 157 




Annez, Vincentius, 126, 12S, 129, 


33ft 340. 386 


Achor, Vale of, 50 


Alia, 359, 3&8 




'30 


Arkey, Laurence, xii. 


Ada village, 231 

Acuna, The Licentate, 272 


Allago, xxviii. 




Anniuici, Region of, 169 


Armenes, xxx. 


Allen, Richard, xiu. 




Anlei, 28i 




Adam, 219. 338, 340 


Almanzor, 271, 272 




Anteus. 149 


A.'menia, xxvii., xxviii., xxx., xxxii.. 


Adama, Clement, x:<xviii., 289 


Alinayne {Girmany]. Emperout of 


Anlhiocbyen. xxxi. 


xxxiv., 176, 311,314,329 


Adda rivet, 363. 3^4 






Anthiocus, 8 


Armenicus, Emperour, 176 


Aden, 13, 24, 267, 269 




3^", 


Anthropophagi, 23, 29, 41, 65, 


Armennyten, xxxi. 


Aden, King of, 13 


328 




385 


Arnold. R., xxv., xxvl. 


Adialbenicus, Emperor, 176 


Alonso, 341 




Antiglia island, 38 


Arnheim, xxv. 


Adipson, 285 


Alonso, Don, 273. 341 




Antilia island, 66 


Arottinbergh, 36S 


A<lriane, Pope, 309 


Alonsus, Pelrus, 36 




Antiqua, Island of, 177 


Arra, Castle, 381 


Adriatihesea, 133, 155, 3(8 


Alpha, Poynt, 75, 76 




Antonie, Master, 288 




^:neas Siluius, 8, 41, 50, 347 


Alpheua river, 134, 176 




Antony di Mendozj, 287 


Arsinpe, City of, 284, 285 


Africa, xix., xii., ixix , 9, 13. 35, 


Alphonsus, 40, 389 




Anunctus, 191 


Arlawischa river, 323 


52. 56. 126. 129, 139, 236, 2^5, 






A planus, 10 


Artawiscbe, 323 


248, 250, 26., 362, 273, 28s, 


Alvarado, Peter, 1S7 




Apollo, 10, 102, 172, 295, 2^S 


Artemisia, 49, 12S 


295. 298, 337. 33B, 340, 346. 


Alverado, Spalense, 192 




Apnu, Region of, 322 


Arucetto island, 260 


37i 384, 385, 387- 


Amacaiz, City of, 374 




Apsa, 363 


Arrina Ford, xxxix. 


Africa, Gulf of, 270, 374. 


Aniaiauna, Cave oi; 99 




Aprutium, Bishop of, 309 


Asasi, XX. 


Afiijken, xxxi. 


Amallheum sea, 289 




Aquanil, Province of, 187 


Ascanius, 63, 64 


Agalhytsi, 9' 


Araaquei, Region of, 169 




Aquillaris, Hieronimus, 192, 193 


As^nius Sphorcia [/.^., Sforja], 63, 


Agermannia, Dukedome of, 305 


Amari, Lake of, 284 




Arabia, xxviii., xxxi., 8, 9. 13, 14, 


68, 103, 127 


Agisimba, Region of, 41 


Amaxobii, 301 




20, 56, 129, 153. 156, ifri. 180, 


Ascham, Rog. r, il. 


Agnaneo island, 135 


Ambalao lEiUnd, 260 




235, 284, 285, 236, 3S9, 38S 


AsconCity, 37 [ 


Agnes, Vincentius, 105, 128, 129 


Ambon island, 260 




Arabia, Gulf of, 284, 286, 339, 347 


Asia, the less, 7 


Agricola, Geoi^ius, ili., iliv., 7, 


America, xi., xiii., xviij,. 


xxi.. 


Arabia, Sea of, 309 


Asaph, 324, 325 


366 






Arabo, 168 


Asopus, 142 


Agrippa, Cornelius, xliv. 


jLXxii., xxxiv., xl., 3, 8, 32. 35. 


Aragon, Kingof, xxx. 51 


Asseuedo, Antonie de, 272 


Agus, Antipater, 319 


43, 61, 20s, 243, 281, 335, 


343. 


Aragonie, Cardinal of, 64, 73, 79, 




Ahumada, Peler de, 346 


353. 371- 3?5 




82, 87, 93, 94, 96. 103. 133 


Astesia, 363 


Aiaguitin river, 153 


Ameticus, xxi. 




Aramana, Region of, 16S 


Astrachan, 30S, 314. 325, 326, 329 


Ajora, fionsalua, 181 


Amerigo Vespucci, xxv., 37, 3I 


39. 




Astur, Oaetenses, 135 


Ajora, Johannes, 162, 181 


127. 134. "57. 275. 277. 279 




Atbolantius, 141 


Asturia, 54, 116 


Alamino Antonie, 1S7, 188 


Anacaona, Queen, 85, 176 




Archimedes, xlvii., xlviii. 


Asyen, xxx. 




Anacauchoa, Beuchius, S3, 84 


85. 


Arcimboldus, 127 


Aubaliba, King, 346 


Alba Russia, 291 


85, 176 




Ardagni, Kingdom of, 3 [4 


Atamea village, 152 


Albertus, Magnus, 7, 9, 10, 41, 364 


Anata, King, i8j, 1S3 




Arethusa, ,34. 176 


Ath, xliii. 


Alcala, 63 


Anbon island, 344 




Arenalis, 88 


Atiei, Region of, 169 
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Campechium 



Atkntike island, 129, 337, 338, 340 

Alias mountains, 129 

Alias, tlie greater, 385 

Attabeira, 99 

Attibuni, Region of, 169 

Attibuniciis nver, 73, 16S, 171 

Attila, 326 

Auanzo mountains, 368 

Augusta, City of, 286 

Augustinus de Ceratta, 54 

Augustus, Emperour, S, 283, 306,369 

Aulla Alphons[o], 187, 192 

Auis, 273 

Auleta, King, 283 

Aurea Anus, 323, 324 

Aurea Cliersonesus, 32, 40, 75. 247, 

313. 344 
Ausonia, 167 

Austria, Archduke of, 2S9 
Auiendia, xxviii. 
Auxerre, xliv. 
Ay Ay islands, 69, 130 
Ayqueroa, Region of, 169 
Aiaraor, Citj- of, 374 
Azania, Region of, 3S5 
Azafi, 374 
Azeuedo, 274 
Azgar, 374 
Aiion Gaber, 7 
Azores, Islands of, 203, 204, 219, 

339. 347. 348 
Azotus, 57 

■ r. 314 



Babbareo lake, 170 
Babel, Towet of, xsxii. 

Babell, 290 

Babilon, 14, 56, 57, 63, 172, 1S7, 
241, 266, 284, 28s. 297, 3°7. 3'S 

Babilon, Soltaneo^ 153, 172 

Babilonii, The, 585 

Babilonyon, xxsii. 

Ricanor, 265 

Baccallaos, Land of, xix., 55, 161, 
162, 19s, 242, 287, 288, 299, 344. 
34S. 347 , 

Bj,ccnian island, 259, 260 

Baccia, 126 

Bachau sea, 291 

Bacon, Lord, xxii. 

Bacon, Roger, xliv., xlvii., xlviii. 



liarack, Soltan, 329 

Barbai island, 256 

Barbaregaf, City of, 374 

Barbarossa, Emperour, 34 

Barbata island, 177 

Barbary, xix., xx , xxviii., 
237. 374. 380. 384 ^ 
irbessa, Adoardo, 258 

Barcha, 374 

Bamarde of Mesa, 130 

Barramedabas, 87 



Barri 






Barlhema [i.e., Varlhima\, LuJi 

Barthulonieas Colonu?, 31, 82, 134, 

153. '54, 340 
Barlhus castle, 331 
Birutti, xii. 
Basilides, 41 
Basilius, 289, 30S, 309, 311, 314, 

316. 317. 319. 321. 324, 328, 329 
Basilius, Andreas, 316 
Basilius, Demetrius, 316 
Basilius, Geo^, 316 
Basilius, John, 31^ 319 
liasilius, Magnus, 29a, 291 
Basilius, Symeon, 316 
Basing, xxxix. 
Baskird, 293 
Basle, xxxvii. 

iiastard. Count L. dc, xliv. 
Bastarne, 3 1 1 
Bastimento island, 235 
Bath, Earl of, xii. 
Bauruco, Region of, 169 
Bazantium, Emperours of, 314 
Heataiwrt, 107. 113, 177. 213 
Beaton, Cardinal, xsxviii. 
Bebeid, Chan. 329 
Beda island, 35 
Beit island, 374 
Belchia, 309 
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, 181, 1S2, 183 



BatUiocius, Gasper, 
Badaiocius, Gonzahi 
Badaioz, 272, 273 



Bafrida, 29 L 

Baguaniniaho, R^ion of, 168 

Bahaboni, 166 

Bahuan river, 172 

Baian, 171 

Baia Naliuitatis, 129 

Bainoa, 168, 169, 170, 172, 173. l?^ 

Baiohaigua, Region of, 169 

Eajaseles, Ottomanus, 6, 311 

Balasaa, Region of, 264 

Balboa, Vaschus, 149, 162, 178, 

338 ., , 
Baleares islands. 301 
Ballard, William, xiii. 
Baltheum sea, 299, 312, 331 
Baluastro, 346 
Banda island, 22 
Bandan, xxix., 260, 269 
Banderana, xxix. 
Bangalla, Kli^, 2r 
Bangella, City of, 21 
Baptiste, Elisiua, 85, 99 
Baptiste, Master, xliii. 
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Benaia islanti, 

Beneu island, 260 

Bengala, Province of, 261, 264, 267, 



Berenice, City of, 284 



Beringocius, Vannucius, xlvi, 

Berma, 344 

Bi-rijieio, Sea of. 33S, 339, 346, 347 

Bermuda ishnd, 235 

Bcro5H«, xUiii., 340 

Beryn, John, 3^3 

Be^tlchel, 49 

Besemiani, The, 327 

Besson, xlvii. 

Betanchor, 65, 166 

Bctis river, 127, i;7 

Beuchius Anacauchoa, King, 

85, 86, 176 
Beyrout, xii. 

Bezerra, Franciscus, 165, 181, li 
Bian, Sancti, Johannis gulf, 194 
:, Mr, 



Biseaine, 274 

Bisinagar, City of, 15 

Bisineghe. 277 

Bithynia, 290, 311 

Bitsagilsch, xiviii. 

Bizantium, 307 

Bizantium, Emperour of, 314 

Bizerta port, 374 

Blasius, 33 1 

Blemines, The, 385 

Blesconia, City of, 289 

Blondus, 348 

Boadilla, Governour of, 105, 127 

Boadilla, Helisabetha, 127 

Bodenham, Roger, iviii. 

Boheme, King of, sxx., 31s 

Bohol i^and, 256, 258 

Boilus, 79 

Boinca island, 135 

Boium, galti livei, 109, 132 

Bolgaria, 309 

Bolschega mountaii!s, 323 

Bombassa, xxviii. 

Bonauentura, 105 

Bonauisla island, 87, 272 

Bonanum, City of, 84 

Boneface, 56 

Bonham, W., xxxvii. 

Bononiama, King, 14$ 

Bononie, Arislotles ol, 313 

Bunonie, Galeatius Butrigarius or, 
106, 127, 283, 285 

Boiiostomea river, 98 

Boriquena island, 45^ 345. 34^ 

Boristhene river, 289, 309, 311, 
312, 314, 316, 319 

Bomei islands, 22, 23 

Bosphorus, The, 59 

Boua port, 374 

Houbige, xlv. 

Bourne, Mr H. R, Fox, xvi, 

Bo^v>-er, Sir William, xiii. 

Boyuea island, 345 

IJraalin island, 260 

Brabant, xUii 



J. 84, 



Bieloiefero, 321 
Bimini, 345 



253. 273. 285, 
386 



. 25°. 251, 
, 375. 38s. 



Brewer, Rev. J. S.. M.A,, xiii. 

Btidger, Mr C, xlviii. 

Brocardus, xlvi. 

Brooke, John, xviii. 

Bryaces, 49 

Buchebuea, King, 146 

Buchema island, 30 

Buda, 326 

Budia island, 260 

Budomel, 384 

Buen Abrigo Point, 273 

Buena Vista, 272 

Bugia, Region of, 374 

Buiaici, Region of, 169 

liullen, 9 

Duona Speranza, 261, 262, 338, 

374, 385 
Bur island, 344 

Burges, Bishop of, 126, 127, 134 
Burgonie, Duke of, 208 
Boriehena island, 45, 70, 104, 130, 

159. 173. '76 
Burleigh, Lord, xxxvii. 
Burnei island, 258 
Bumey island, 272 
Burrough, Stephen, xxxviii. 
Burn island, 260 
Buthuan island, 255, 259 
Buthuan, King, 255 
Butler, John, xlv. 
Butricarius Galeatius, 106, 127, 

283. 285 
Buts, Sir William, ^v;ii., xix. 



Cabedus, Johannes, 130, 15; 

Cabot, Loaisa, 274 

Cabot, Sebastian, xiii., xv., xix., 

6, 55, 61, 161, 162, 195, 272, 

274, 283, 288, 289, 299, 335, 

343- 345. 348, 35°. 386 
Cabouerde [i.e., Ca/i-Verde], 74, 

87. 97. 129. "34. 272. -"' 

icacubana. Re: 
Cacausu, City o , 
Cacedus, John, 198 
Caecicus, 72, 89, 128, 223 
Caccicus Caunaboa,' 72, 79, t 

Cacique Chi man, 225 
Cadamustus, Aloisius, 127,27 
Cades, 86 
Cadissen, 329 
Cadona, Uuke of, 173 
Caghaian island, 258 
Caliaymi, Kegion of, [69 
Cahini island, 168 
Cahonas island, 166, 172 
Caiabi, Province of, i5S, 17: 

176 

Caiaeoa, Province of, l58, 17 
Caiguam mountain, 171 
Caigui, City of, 26, 171 
Caihabo, Province of, i58, 16 
Cailon island, 344 
Caiouana, Valley of, 170 
Cairo, 374 
Cairus, 307 



Calauera, Barnardino de, 108 

Cales, 86, 87, 93, 94, 97, 181 
X island, 286 

Calicium, 38 

Calicut, 7, 8, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 24, 32, 39, 256, 261, 263, 
264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 344, 
374. 3S5 

Calicut, King of, 14, 17, 18, 19, 21 

Calidonia, 143, 177 

Calii, 346, 347 

Callienten, xxix. 

Caliigula, 59 

Caipe mountains, 236 

Cals, 68, 73 

Caluacam, Region of, 188. 189 

Calunezfctio, R^ion of, 322 

Calzadilla, 341 

Camaie, Region of, 169 

Camliaia, 8, 13, 14, 20, 261. 267, 

Cambaia, King of, 40 

Cambalu {U.. Fiiin], City of, 24, 

25. 287, 307, 326 
Cambie, 259 
Camemorus, Regioi 



'. 323 
Camen Bolschoi mountains, 3 

323 
Camenckh, 322 
Cameni, 323 

Camenipoias mountains, 323 
Camigna, Don Christopher of. 1 
Camomorus, Region of, 98, 132 
Camoteia island, 166 
Campaa. Region of, 260 
Campbell, Dr M. F. A. G., x 



Campechiii 
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Campegius, Cardinal, 310 
Campion, Gasper, xvii., xviii. 
Camul, Province of, 27 
Canabocoa, Region of, 169, 172 
Canada, 287 

Canary islands, xiii., xxviii., 28, 
30. 32. 36, 3S, 40. 41. 65, 66. 
68, 87, 97, 150, 157, 166, 177, 
181. 199, 210, 245, 250, 277, 
339. 374. 375. 380, 3*^9 
Cananor, xxviii. 
Cananor, King of, Ij 
Cancell, Luys, 346 
CaiKihieCans, Tlie, 9; 
Canchietes, Region of, 36, 95 
Cane, 271 
Canghu island, 256 
Canglu, City of, 24 
Canibals, Islands of the, 30, 66, 68, 

78, 160, 162, 177, 180 
Canna6stu la island. 119 
Cano, 272 
Canonor, Kingdom of, 14, 15, 20, 

261, 268 
Canthan, City of, 260 
Cape Blanke, 380 
Cape Bona Speranza, 129, 279, 285, 

286, 348, 350 
Cape Breton, xiv., xviii. 
Cape Catligara, 253 
Cape Corea, 382 
Cape de Has, siv. 
Cape de Buona Speranio, 374 
Cape de Monte. 381 
Cape de las Palmas, 381, 3S2 
Cape de tres Puntas, 381 
Cape de Sper, xiv. 
Cape Trepoyntes. 381, 382, 383 
Cape of Good Hope, 129, 385 
Capelan, City of, 2i, 344 
Capha, 324 
Caphi island, 260 
Capita, Region of, 234 
Capling, William, xii. 
Capo Desiderato, 252 
Capo Verde Islands, 32, 35, 36, 65, 
74, 87, 129, 203, 204, 250, 261, 
262, 272, 273, 274, 277, 280, 
338,373.382.383.387 
Capronus, 86, 91, 92 
Capucar, 265 

Caput Bon^ Speianlis, 129, 385 
CapHt Sancti Auguslini, 129, 134, 

181, 183 
Caput Veride islands, 32, 35, 36, 

74, 87, 129, 385 
Caracaracoles, 100 
Caramairi, Region of, lofi, 107, 
109, 134, 144. 157. 158, 159, 

Caramatexius, King, 171 
Carandra, Gulf of, 285 
Caraqueira island, 177 
Carcham, Province of, 26 
Cardano, Girolamo, xxxviii., 158, 

161,207, 217, 250, 294, 307 
Carenas, 191, 
Carela, ic«, 115, 116, I17, 121, 

137, 164, 18a 
Caiia, King of, 49, 12S 
Caria, Queen of, 49, 
Cariai, Region of, 15 
Caribana, 107, 119, : 
Caribdis, 304 
Caribes islands, 68 
Carles, Captain, xtviii. 
Carnica, 314, 368 
Caromoram, 25 
Carter, Master, xviii. 
Carthage, 176, 340, 374 
Carthage, Hanniball of, 1; 



Carthagena, 134, 157, 160, 214, 

215, 2Z6 
Carthi^inis Portu?, 106 
Carthago, I06, I07, I08, 109, II3, 

134. 157- 162, i6s 

Cartier, Jaques, 287, 345 
Carucneiia, 69, 157, 159 
Casa Francisus, xlvii, 
Casan,King of, 326, 328 
Caspia, 8, 169, 170, 173 
Caspian sea, 170, 287, 291, 308, 
309. 311. 314. 32'. 326, 329. 

Cassam, Cilyof, 291,311, 314, 319, 

325, 326. 327, 328, 329 
Cassima tivei, 323 

Casli^li 

Castaneda, 272 

CasleJla, Aurea, 130 

Castella de Mina. 3S2 

Caslella Vetus, 68 

Castile, King of, xxx., 37, 201, 2 
340 

Castile, Queen of, 201 

Castile. Isabel of, 273, 274, 341 

Castile, Ferdinando of. 51, 52, 1 
73. 127, 131, 201, 208, 209, 2 
229, 236, 273, 341, 342, J 
345 
Castlen, Edward, xli. 
Castor, 250 
Castoreuni sea, 303 
Castromow, 331 
Catalonia, 173 
Catarapa, 237 
Catena Mundi mountains, 2) 
"itha^ [;.«., Chinii, : '" 



Cerabaro, Region of, II2, 135, 152, 

154, iSS. 156. 163, 182 

Ceratla [i-e., Zaratte\ Augustinus 

de. 54 
Cerda, 341 



Cere: 



175 



2,156 



\ 183 



.xix:, xi., xli., 8, 22, 24, 25!'^' 
59, 98, 261, 283, 284, 285, 286, 

2S7, 288, 289, 290, 291, 292, 

293, 294, 308, 310, 312, 313, 

321, 322. 324. 325. 326, 327. 

32S, 329. 330, 331. 333. 339. 
344. 345. 363 

Cathay Cham {i.e., Khav\ of, xx 
21, 24, 25, 26, 27, 60, 286, 2S 
289, 322, 324, 326, 329, 330 

Cathay, Etnperour of, 25, 60 

Catighan island, 256 

Catherine, Queen, $1, 71, 274 

Catherine, Saint, 84 

Cattigaia, 262 

Cattigara, Cape, 253 

Caucasus mountains, iS 

Cauchieta, 95, 98 

Caunaboa, Cacicus, 72, 79, 80, 8 

85 
Caunana, 99 
Caunoa, Region of, 169 
Cauta. 99 

Ciuitan, City of, 344 
Caya river, 272, 273, 274 
Caya bridge, 273, 274 
Caynis [i.a, Cairo\ City of, 14, 186 
Cazacubuna mountains, 172 
Cazibaxagua, 99 

Cecil, Sir W,, xxii., xxxviii., xliii, 
Ceden, xxx. 
Ceilam island. 344 
Celaruri island, 260 
Celer, Quintus Metellus, 347 
Cemaccus, King, no, 119, 121, 



Cernigonia, 309 
Cesar, 59, 305 
Cesariensis, 374 
Chabol, C, xlv. 
Chacouam island, 260 
Chagre river, 234, 235 
Cham, 346 

Chamailaba, Prince, 129 
Chan Cublai, 330 
Charles V., xiii., xlv. 
Charles, King;, 63 
Charles IX., xlv., xlvii. 
Charybdis, 163, 330 
Chaucer, xxxvii. 
Chauneeler, Richard, xvii. 
xxxix., xl., 59, 28s, 289, 326', 
333. 386 
Chedsey, Dr, xxxix. 
Cheke, Sir John, xliii., xliv. 
Cheregatus, Francis, 191, 309 
Chethai lake, 287 
Cheru, King, 182 
Chiacones, King, 128 
Cliiapes, King. 139, 140, 141, 142, 

143. 145. 178 
Chiauaccha, Prince, 129 
■^himan. Cacique, 225 

hina, 20, 260, 261, 267, 269, 272, 
^ 339. 344. 347 
China, Gulf of, 260 
"' ' King, 146 



Coilra, Gulf of, 108, 115, 116, 164, 

1 82 

Coiba, King of, 108, 115, 116, 117, 

121, 137, 164, 1S2 
Colcbis, Region of, 51, 135, 262, 

310 
Cole, Master, xix. 
Colen, xxix. 
Coligny, Admiral, xlv. 
Collao, Gty of, 343 
Collocutea, Region of, 183 
Colluacana island, 189, 191, 195, 

196 
Colmenaris, Rodericus, II3, 114, 



Chioi 



I. 319 



Chirara, 1 52 

Chippit island, 258 

Chitaza, 152 

Chorogoski Nosz, 322 

Chrisostomus, 290, 291 

Christiemus, 304, 309 

Christophori Sancli, 105 

Ciamba, 130, 150 

Cibana, Region of, 73. 74, 79, go, 
81,82,83,84, 85, 105, 168, ITI, 
172 

Cicero, Marcus Tullus, xliv., 49 
132, 283, 284 

Cidopes, 154 

Cioyliaji, King, xxx. 

Ciguaios, 86, 91 

C iguana, 91 

Cilapulapu, Prince, 285 

Cilicia, 7, 8 

ibrica Chersonesus, 31I, 314 
tibulon. King, 258 

Cincliital, 27 

Cingaporla, 260 

Cingulus Mundi mountain, 324 

Ciniana, Region of. 36 

Cipanga, Region of, 73, 80, 81, 82, 
'67, 253, 339, 340, 343 

Citrachan, 308, 314 

Ciuola, 287 

Claudius, 54 

Clement VI., Pope, 308, 309, 

347 
Qeodii, The, 385 
Cleopatra, 141, 142, 166, 283, 315 
Cleopatrida, City of, 284 
Clesma river, 314 
Cloelia, 71 

Cochin, King of, xxix. 
Cochinus, 1 83 
Cockeram, Martin, xvii, 
Codego island, 106, 215 
Coi Cathay island, 343 
" :ba Dites, 182 



•57. 183 

Colmogora, R^on of, 291,293.312 
Colmogor, City of, 286, 322. 
Colmum, City of, 290 
Cotc^na, 291 
Colonia Agrippina, City of, 289 

Columbus (or Colonus), Bartholo- 
meus, 31, 82, 134, 153. 154. 340 

Columbus [or Colonus), Chrislo- 
phorus, 28, 29, 35, 38, 41, 65. 66, 
67, 69, 79, 80, 87, 94, 96, 98, 99, 
103, 105, 106, ro8. III, 112, 113, 
115, 118, 127, 128, 129,132,134, 
135. 150, 1SI> 153. 154.155.157. 

163, 177, 184, 191, 192, 202,209, 

236, 272, 28S, 337, 339, 340, 341, 

342.346 
Columbus (or Colonus), Diegus, 

lis, "8, 132, 127, 177, 184, 240 
Columbus (or Colonus), Fernando, 

Columna, 313 

Commendator, King, 123, 124, 125 

Conii, 187 

Comogra, 116, 162, 179 

Comogrus, King, 116, II7, !i8, 

120, 122, 137, 146, 147, 148, 162 
Commodus, Emperour, 284 
Comoiayxa, 172 
Compost ele, 100 
Conception, Tower of. So, 82, 84, 

86, 92, 93. >o5. 130 
Conde, Prince de, xliv., xlv. 

Conigangui, 26 
Connulaha, City of, 260 
Constantina, 374 
Constantine, 290, 316 

itinople. Bishop of, xxxf. 
Constantinople, Emperour of, 316 
Constantinople, Palriarclie of, xxx,, 

lonteRimondo, 270 

Coperdalia, 305 
Coplo, 284 
Coquera, King, 140 



, lS6, 192 



iia. 292, 321 
Corichotum. 1 02 
Cotimucol, 20 
Corinthus, City of, 80, 100] 
Coro island, 215 
Coronado, 2 87 
Coronati, 238 

Cortes, xiii., xl., xlv., xlvi,, 274 
Corlesreales, Gasper, 344 
Cottesreales islands, 344 

sius Fernando, 191, 192, igt 
. \ 238, 342 
Corsali, Andreas de, 275, 279 
us, 382 
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Cossa, 107 

Cossin river, 323 

Cossum, 329 

Cotam, a6 

Cotochus, King, 146. 

Colohi, 172, 173 

Cotoy, 169 

Columella island, 40, 187, 188, 189. 

191, 192, 193 
CiKumellaiis, King, 188 
Cracouia, 314 
Crayford, 7 
Crela, 166, 172, 316 
Crelenses, xlviii., 172 
Cresua, 42, 146 
Croke, 381 
Ctysteiite, sssiv. 
Cuadalcliiber, 21a 
Cuba island, 6, 31, 40. 66, 73. 74. 
75. 76, 77, 79. 9°, io4. >05. '23, 
125, 128, 130. I5<>, '54. 101, 163, 
167, 173, 176. 177, 184, 186, 188. 
189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 19s. 198, 
210, 231, 233, 239, 241, 262, 299, 
338, 344. 346 
Cul>a, Governour of, 191 
Culiagua island, 213, 214 
Cubana, 169 

Cubigar river, 153 _ , „ „ 
Cuchibachoa, Kegioti of, 58, lOB, 

113, 128, 134 
Cuella de Segovia, xv. 
Cueua, 219, 237 
Cuguibacoa, 165 
Cugureo, 340 
Cuhabo, 168, 169 
Cuiriza, I46 
Culchas, 141 

Culata point, 119, 121, 122 
Cumana. 89, 94, 96, 98, 128, 156, 

165, 213, 214 
Cupoton King, 187 
Curiana, 89. 94. 95. 9^. 9^. i^^ 
Cursius Quintus, 241 
Curiana, 36, 95 
Cuti river, 226 
Cuzibet island, 23 
Cybaho, 169 
Cyrenaua, 374 
Cyrrba, 100 
" IT Kylhaislii, 324 
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Czilmi 
CzLrcho ri 



'■.322 



laiba, Kini 



T63 



"9. 



Dabaiba river, 132, 155, 183, 199 

Dabiague, 1 69 

Daeicus, 176 

Dahabon, 169 

Dahabonici, Regii 

Dahatio, 168 






Dalioi 



■.305 



Dalmacyen King, xxx. 
Dalmatia, 290, 364 
Damascus, 56, 311 

Damianiis a Goes, 51. $1 
Damiala, City of, 284 
Danadim river, 323 
Danowe river, 131 
Donaus, xlviii. 
Daneo port, 284 
Dardanus, 166 



aiiena, 114. "S. "6. "8, ii9. 
121, 123, 125, 126, 130, 131, 134, 
13s. 13S, 137. '43. 145. '48, 149. 
'56. 157. 158, 162, 163, 164, 165, 
178, 179, iSo, 182. 183, 184, 185, 
186, 192, 19S, 199, 207, 218, 220, 
226, 236, 238, 262 
Darien river, no, 132, 191 
Darius, King, 59, 284 
Darnasseri, 20 
Dartb mouth, 379 
Daubeny, Oliver, xviii, 
Dauid, xlvii., 51, 349, 385 
Dauid, Master, 330 
Dansian, 344 
Davis, xlvi. 
Decan, 264 
Dechan, 14 
Dedalusi 55 

Deerfeorth, Cornelius, xxxviii. 
De las Peilas island, 54 
De la Sal island, 272 
De la Flore island, 382 
Delagartos river, 132 
Delapuente, Franciscus, 183 
Deli mountains, 268 
De los Azores, 203, 204, 339 
Delphis, 296, 29S 
Demahus river, 168 
Deraetriowe, City of, 321 
Demetrius, 59, 292, 30S, 309, 310, 

3i".3"3. 325. 329, 33' 
Demogorgon, xlvi., 161 
Denham, Henry, xiii 
Denmark, King of. xxx., 299, 304, 

308. 309, 3>9. 331. 332 
Deptfoid, xxxviii. 
Desborch, John of, xxv., xsvi. 
Desiderata island, 177, 210 
Desideratus, Porlus, 188. 

un island, 192 
Desseosa, Francis, 377 

Diaguo, Region of, 169 

Diaz, Johannas, 105, 135, 165 

Didacus, 75, 77, 78, 79 

Dido, 166 

Diego, Henri ques, 378 

Diego, Nicuesa, 106, 107, 108, 109, 
in, U2, 113, 114, us, 116, 126, 
128, 1 35, 137, 1 45. 150. '5 1. 1 53. '56 

Diegiian sea, 266 
Diegus Marques, 157 
Diegus Mendez, 154 
Diegus Ordassus, 192 
Diegus Valasquen, l86 
Dikilappones, Region of, 33I 
Diodoms, :ilviii., 35' 
Diodorus Sicaliis, 55, 369 
Dites, 165, 178, 183 
Dium, City of. 13 
Doesborch or Doesburg, xxv. 

Doesburgh, Jan Van, xxv., xxvi. 

Dolateranus, 10 

Dominica island, 30, 68, 70, 105, 
'30. '5°. '57. 163. 174.210 

Domlnikes, Tower, Seynt, 82, 84 

Domitian, 284 

Don Alonso, 341 

Don Enrique, 341 

Don, John Captain, 382 _ 

Don, John, of Austria, xil 

Don Lewes, 378 

Don I.uys, 341 

Don Pascval de Gayangos, xiv. 

Don Pbylippe, 346 

Donco, 324. 325 

Doneti Scwerski, 325 

Doqie, Roeland van der, xxv., xxvi 



Douer, 379 

Dragonis, Os, 88, 95 96, C 

- t river, 318 

, Master, xviii, 
Dromcin, Achillis, 310 
Dront. 331 
Dryades, 83, loi 
Duas Atbores, 176 
Dubna River, 321 
Ducbalo, 374 

Dudley, John, xxxix. 

Duna Rivcv, 312 

llunenburg, 312 

Diiriba, 135, 153 

Dur.m, Thomas, 272 

" riba, 153 

Dyonisius, King, xliv. 

it India, xii., 8, 9, 32, 79, 103, 
:33, 234, 235. 247. 262, 279, 283, 
!85, 339, 344 

East Indian Sea, 8 

Easte Sea, 8, 9, 24, 161 

Ebro river, 363 

Ebetere, 153 

Eccarapi island, i85 

Edel river, 292, 314 

Kden, Alban, xlviiL 

Eden, Richard, xli,, xiii., _xiv., xv., 

xl., xli., xlii., xliii., xliv., xlv., 
xlvi., xlvii., xlviii., i, 3, 6, 7, 13, 
43, 49> 270 

Edward VI., xii., six., sxxviii, 1,333 

E^pt, xi., XXX., xlviii., 8, 41, 51, 
75, no, 131, 132. 141, '53> 155, 
'72, 175, 193. 217, 283, 284, 293, 
29&. 307. 308, 315. 35". 369, 374 

E^pt, King of, 284 

Egypt, Pyratnides of, 49 

Egypt, Soltane of, 3n, 369 

Egjptian sea, 199 

Elabalh, 374 

Elbes, 272 

Elcaui, 374 

Elder, John, xxxix. 

Elgazaet, Region of, 374 



Ethiopia, King of, 374 
Euangelista island, 77 
Eude island, 260 
Eudoxus, 286, 346 
Eue, 229, 338 
Euetgetes, Tomoleus, 346 
Eugenius, Pope, 290 
Euj)hrates river, 41, 51, 308 
Enrique, Don, 341 






us, xlvii 



1, 394 



Eizab, 374 

Faber, Jacobus, 246 
Faber, John, 289 
Facies, Combusta King, 1 
'' Faial island, 347 
Faro, Strait of, 208 
Fartalio, xlvi. 
Faubourg, xlv. 
Feminie the Great, xxxiii. 
Ferdinando Cortese, 238, 
Ferdinando de Soto, 346 
Femandina islands, 186, 
191. 195 



87, 190. 



Eliai 






Elide, City of, 176 
Eliot, 39S 
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Sussex Earl of, xxxix. 
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Tabor, King, 1S2 
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Taehola, 344 

Tachola, City of, 344 
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Tadinsu, City of, 24 
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310,311,314,319,321,324,325, 

327. 346 
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Tapia, Francisco de, xv. 
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Zulan 


Taiacuru, King, 1S2 


Tripoli, 374 


Valasquen, John, 192 


Whally, Thomas, xHv. 


Tararequi, 214, 233 


Trolhetta river, 304, 306 


Vend6me, Francois de, xliv. 


Whitcome, Roger, xii. 


Tarchontan, King, 66 


Trutham village, 304 


Vcnettis, Marcus Paulus, 25, 27, 


While Russia, 301, 302,311 


Tarenate island, 259, 260 


Tucke, Master, xviii. 
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Wickes, Master, xviii. 


Tarnasserie, 12, 20, 21, 22 


Tnckfield, Master, xviii. 


Vera, Petrus de, 65 


Willes, Richard, xii., xlviii. 
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Tuila, City of, 324 
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Tumaccus, Kin§ of, 140-2, 178 
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Vere, Edward, xxxvli. 
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Tumanama, King of, I17, 147, 


Vespasian, Emperour, 208, 342 


Winchester, Bishop of, xxxvu., xl.. 
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148, 162, 163 


Vespucci. Amerigo, xxv., 37, 38, 39, 
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310-14, 316, 319, 32<^ 324-9, 


Tumen, Castle of, 323, 324, 326 


Vespuaus, Johannes, 127, 157 


WoJsey, Cardinal, xiv. 
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Tumenski, King of Tumen, 324 


Veleha, 309 


Wright, Master, xviii. 
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Tumum, King, 66 


Viatra, City of, 291 


Wroth, Sir Thomas, xix. 


TanEra, Simon de, 272 


Tntni, King, 119 


Vibba, 153 


Wyndam, Captain, xis., xxxviii.. 


Taatnanis, King, 193 


Turufy village, 183 


Vicenza, 247 


375, 376, 377 


Teaocha, King, 143, 146 


Tuvev, City of, 314 


Victoria, Town of, 194 


Wynterton Ness, xii. 
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Tyrma, 166 
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Udall. Nicholas, xxxviii. 


Vigentina, 368 
Vilna, Cilyof, 314 


Xagua, Region of, l58 


Tendilla, Count of, 103 


Ucloria, 310 


Xaguaguara, Region of, 153 


Teneriffe islands, 41, 66, 157, 250, 


Uhabo, 170, 173 


Villanoua, 176 


Xamana, R^on of, 70, 169. 170 
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Uina, 292 


Villa Ricca, 196 


Xaragua, Region of, 83, 84, 85, 86, 


Tenerissa, xiii., 41, 380 


Ulysses, 135, 348 


Villegas, Peter Ruii of, 272, 274 


169, 176 


TeneWm island, 260 


Umbria, I'etms de, u 1, 112 


Vincentina river, 366, 3S8 


Xencium, City of, 65 


Tenez, 374 


Unefride, 56 


Vincenlius,36,96,98, 105, 126, 128, 


Xerses, S9 


Tenistetim, City of, 57, 287, 342 


Ungerien, King of, xkx. 
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Ximenus Roldanus, 86, 87, 90 


Teraiilos, 273 


United Slates, xv. 


Vincenlius, Agnes, 105, 128, 129 


Xuarez, Petrus, 130 


Tequinas, 215 


Uppa river, 325 


Vincentius, Annez. 126, 128, 129, 




Terasequi island, 214 


Upsala, Archbishop 0^ 300, 347 


130 


Vaguana, Region of, 169 


Tercdra, 344, 348 


Upsoliensis, 295 


Vincenza, City of, 246 


Yaguino, Region of, 176 


Terra Baccaleanim, 242, 287 


Utaba, 107, 108,109,110, 111,113, 


Vireil, 11, 50, 91, 135,279,298 
Visba, Cily of, 306 


Yiamiroa river, 176 


Terra Britonum, 287, 288 


114, 118, 119, 123, 128, 130,131, 


\mizm Hibahaino mountain, 169 


Terra de Laborador, 287 


112, 134, 143, ISO, 155, »^. '63, 
180, 192, 198, 199, 218, 229 


Vischora river, 325 


Vqrke, Sir John, xix., 382 


Terra Viridis, 299 


Visco, Bishop of, 341 


Yucatan, 61, 338 


Terra Florida, 32, 55, 57 


Uracha, 230, 234 


Vitiy, xlv, 


i'ucatos, 238 


Terra de Papagalli, 253 


Urse, M. de, xliv. 


Vilzechda river, 325 




Tesino river, 363, 364 


Uschatio, I>ete. Knes, 324 


Volaterane, 289, 290 


Zacabedera, 260 


Tharant island, 35 


Ussa river, 322 


Volga river, 291, 292, 293, 3o8, 


Zagalhel, 311 


Theiniscuthlu, 311 


Usilng, City of, 286, 31Z, 322, 325 


3", 312, 313, 314, 315, 321, 


2^hondaderos, 155 


Theodori island, 35 


Usliuga, Town of, 293, 312 


32s, 326, 32S, 329, 331 


Zamal island, 354, 260. 


Theodosis, Colony of, 311 


Ustyug, 312 


Volham river, 293 
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Utlerson, Mr, xxvi. 


Volochda river, 286 
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Thomas, J., xix. 




Volodemaiia, Cily of, 291, jOg 
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Thome, iv., xiii., xiv., i.xi. 
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Zanul s 115, 116, 122, 126 


Thorne. R., xvi. 


Vagoniona, 99, 100 


Vololehia, 309 


Z nz b r sland, 23 


Thorns, Mr, xxvi. 


Vagus river, 318 


Volul, City of, 290 


Zanz bar King of, 23 


Thyle, Land of, 300, 337 


Valdes, Gonzalo Fernandez de 


Vrlda river, 135, 153 


Zarale Augustin de, xxxis. 


TiallesluQd sea, 304 


Oviedo, xxxvii. 


Vua river, 323 


Zasia, XX 


Tiha, King, .49, '5" 


Valdinia, 115, 116, 118, 119, 122, 


Vuaga river, 3^2 


Zauini, Region of, 148, 169, 173, 


Tichin village, 122 
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Ticobon island, 256 
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VaHacum, 314 


Vuiathka, 326, 328 
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Valladolelo, xiv., 125, 127, 133, 274 
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Tierta fionie, xv. 


V.lleius. 165, iSl, 183 
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Tighe, xM. 


Vanmiccio,BiringuccLO,xxxvii.,xlvi. 
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Zelanle land, 214 


Timor island, 260, 261, 269 
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Vuolochda, 312, 322, 325, 32b 


Ze^e e Mirquesse of, 214 


Tingin, Cily of, 24 


Varro. Marcus, 349 
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Zenu 1 eglon of, 158 


Tirecotus river, 172 


Vascho Nunnei de Balboa, 61, 113, 


Vuolocon river, 319 


Zerb sla d, 374 


Tiiusi village, 107 


114, 115. 119, 120, 121, 122, 125, 




Zerema, 180 


Tison, Thomas, xiii. 


131. '37, 13S, 139, 140, 141, 142. 


Vuolok, Uke, 319 


Ziglerus, 294, 295, 299 


Todos Sanctos islands, 177 


143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149. 




Zobroba river, 135 
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Wade, Armigil, xviii. 


Zobraba, 153 


Toto, 273 


Wade, William, xviii. 


Zohoran river, 153 


ToConofio, King, 182 


viilivich, John Duke of, 326 


Waranger fiord, 290 


Zolo inland, 259 


Tolilas, King, 313 


Vasques, Captain Francesco, 287 


Wardhus, Castle of, 20,9, 302, 303, 


Zolot island, 360 


Toy, R., xiL, xxxvii., xxxix., 388, 




304, 305, 33' 


Zofobua island, 260 
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Vaslral, 304 


Watdoe, 299 


Zubut island, 256, 257, 258, 271 


Transylvanus,MnKimilian,247, 249, 


Valicane, The, 100, 309 


Wardoehuus, 299 


Zubut, King of, 256, 257 
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Vecchiadoio, 287 


Warwick, Earl of, xxuviii. 


Zula, Prince, 258 


Trelensin, City of, 374 


Vega, Fernando de, 96 


Watson, Thomas, xl., xlv. 


Zulan island, 254 


Tremisen, 374 


Velasquen, Dlegus, 1S6, 1S7, 190, 


Weyszarch mountain, 300 




Trepojentes Cape, 381-3 
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Whalley, Richard, xliv. 
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